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Foreword

THIS EAGERLY ANTICIPATED SECOND VOLUME
of the Dictionary of American Naval Aviation
Squadrons: The History of VP, VPB, VP(HL) and
VP(AM) Squadrons continues the excellent historical
coverage seen in the first volume of this series. The
author, Captain Michael D. Roberts, MSC, USNR (Ret.)
and the staff of the Naval Aviation History Office of
the Naval Historical Center have produced yet another
quintessential reference work on U.S. Naval Aviation.

This work is designed to provide naval personnel,
historians and aviation enthusiasts with a chronicle of
the significant events and developments of maritime
patrol aviation. The volume contains 154 histories cov-
ering every patrol squadron in existence between 1922
and the present. Also included are insightful appen-
dices of technical information on patrol aircraft, sub-
marines sunk by patrol squadrons, air-to-air claims for
Navy and Marine Corps patrol aircraft during the
Second World War, and a listing of patrol squadron
shore bases. Volume 2 provides an opportunity to
learn about the origins, achievements and traditions of
patrol aviation as it relates to the rich naval heritage of

the United States. History is a useful subject for the
Navy for several reasons. Insofar as it represents the
sum total of the Navy’s experience, it is an essential
subject for study by naval professionals. History also is
a means of giving an account to the American people
of the activities of their Navy. Finally, since history al-
lows naval personnel to learn about the origins,
achievements, and traditions of their commands and
of the Navy as a whole, it is a powerful means to pro-
mote naval morale. | hope this volume will be of in-
terest and use to the active-duty Navy and to many
other individuals interested in this nation’s rich naval
heritage.

Subsequent volumes in this series will cover other
components of Naval Aviation. Currently, the Aviation
History Branch staff is in the early stages of work on
Volume 3 containing the histories and lineage of all
U.S. Navy fighter squadrons.

William S. Dudley
Director of Naval History






Preface

The Dictionary of American Naval Aviation
Squadrons, Vol. 2, is the second in the series of a mul-
tivolume set. It provides a brief history of every U.S.
Navy fixed-wing patrol squadron and their precursors
back to the year 1922. The format of this text follows
that of the first volume, with special topics and appen-
dices pertaining to maritime patrol aviation. As was
the case with the earlier volume, the dictionary is writ-
ten primarily for use as a reference work, stating con-
cise facts about each squadron. It is regrettable that
the story of patrol aviation could not be told in its en-
tirety, but the details of achievements of individual
squadrons would require a separate volume for each
unit. There were over 154 separate patrol squadrons in
existence between 1922 and the present. Their com-
bined years of existence as operational units total over
1,300 years of naval aviation history.

Patrol squadrons have never received the publicity
of the more glamorous carrier aviation community, for
their jobs usually entail the endless tedium of antisub-
marine searches and long-range patrols, serving as the
“eyes of the fleet.” It is a historical fact, however, that
the Curtiss A-1 seaplane was the first type of aircraft
ordered by the Navy in May 1911. Carrier aviation did
not come into its own until the first takeoff from the
deck of an aircraft carrier on 17 October 1922. Patrol
aviation technology progressed on a separate track
from carrier-based aviation. Instead of speed and strik-
ing power, patrol aircraft were epitomized by en-
durance, long-range and reliability. It was not until the
global nature of the conflict in WWII that patrol avia-
tion transformed its mounts from slow seaplanes to
fast, heavily armored and armed, long-range, multi-en-
gine strike aircraft. The proven effectiveness of that
transition is embodied in the present day series of
multi-role P-3 Orion patrol aircraft.

As in the previous volume, each squadron history
begins with a lineage section that starts with the date
of establishment. It also includes any redesignations
and disestablishment date if applicable. The squad-
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ron’s establishment date may be equated to a ship’s
commissioning and the history for a squadron or ship
begins on that date. When a squadron is redesignated,
there is no break in the history of that squadron. The
history of a squadron covers the period from it estab-
lishment to it disestablishment, regardless of how
many redesignations it undergoes. Redesigna-tions can
cause confusion when tracing the lineage of squadron.
For more information on how to trace squadron lin-
eage, please refer to Appendix 5 of the Dictionary of
American Naval Aviation Squadrons Volume 1 The
History of VA, VAH, VAK, VAL, VAP and VFA Squadrons
and Chapter 2 of this volume.

A short description and photograph for all officially
approved insignia used by a squadron follows the lin-
eage section. The chronology narrates the squadron’s
important operational events and developments. The
remaining sections pertain to the evolutionary history
of the squadron and include listings of home port as-
signments, commanding officers, aircraft assignments,
overseas deployments, wing assignments and major
unit awards.

This second volume covers the patrol community
and includes the history for VP (patrol squadron), VB
(bombing squadron, non-carrier based), VPB (patrol
bombing squadron), VP-HL (patrol, heavy landplane
squadron), VP-ML (patrol, medium landplane squad-
ron), VP-MS (patrol, medium seaplane squadron) and
VP-AM (patrol, amphibian squadron). The squadron
histories in this volume cover only those squadrons
that are currently designated VP or those that had the
VP, VPB, VP-HL or VP-AM designations when they
were disestablished. Any patrol squadron redesignated
VX or VAH and did not revert back to a VP designa-
tion prior to its disestablishment is not included in this
volume. The lineage listing in appendix 7 provides a
cross reference list for all squadrons that may have
had the VP designation. Although most patrol
squadrons also performed a variety of photographic
and reconnaissance missions, squadrons with designa-



tions such as VD (photographic squadron), VW (air-
borne early warning squadron) and VQ (fleet air re-
connaissance squadrons) will be described in future
volumes. The histories of the active patrol squadrons,
including the reserves, cover the period from estab-
lishment up through 1996, an arbitrary cutoff date. If a
squadron was disestablished after 1996 its history was
updated to its disestablishment or deactivation date, if
that date was prior to the manuscript being forwarded
for typesetting. All active duty patrol squadron histo-
ries will be updated at a later date and published in a
separate book.

An attempt has been made to trace the development
of the many Naval Air Reserve patrol squadrons that
came into existence after 1946. The paucity of records
on these squadrons makes the task of tracing lineage
difficult at best, complicated by the fact that none of
the early squadrons had permanently assigned aircraft
or submitted history reports. During weekend drills
they used aircraft from their local naval air station. A
listing of all known reserve squadrons in existence
from 1946 to 1968 is found in Appendix 8. More detail
is available for those squadrons called up during the
Korean War, the Berlin Crisis and Vietnam War, and is
presented in Appendix 14. Reserve squadron histories
included in this volume begin in 1970 when the Naval
Air Reserves were reorganized into the same structure
used by the active duty Navy squadrons.

Xii

Photographs used in the book are official U.S. Navy
photographs unless otherwise indicated. If available, a
photograph of at least one squadron aircraft is in-
cluded for each squadron listed. Throughout the book
one or more photographs are included for each
known type of aircraft flown by all of the squadrons.
Photographs of squadron insignia include only offi-
cially approved insignia. Insignia for squadron detach-
ments and “other insignia” used by the squadrons are
not included in this book.

As in the previous volume, every attempt has been
made to exclude errors through exhaustive research
and careful editing. The vast amount of the material
presented increases the likelihood of mistakes.
Hopefully, these are few and minor in nature. In a
work of this scope, conflicts in dates or representa-
tions of events are an inevitable consequence of multi-
ple sources. In such cases, the professional opinions
of the Aviation Branch staff were solicited to assist in
determining the most accurate representation. As the
writer and major compiler of the data for this volume,
I accept full responsibility for any mistakes or errors of
fact or misinterpretations that may have occurred in
the book, and | welcome any corrections.

Michael D. Roberts
Captain, MSC, USNR (Ret.)
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CHAPTER 1

Origins of Navy Patrol Aviation,
1911 to 1920s

THE DEVELOPMENT OF PATROL aviation in the
U.S. Navy is really the story of Naval Aviation itself. It
began as early as 1908, when the Navy detailed
Lieutenant George C. Sweet and Naval Constructor
William Mcintee as observers at a test of a Wright
brothers airplane at Fort Meyer, Va. They were so im-
pressed by what they saw that the Navy extended an
invitation to the Wright brothers to attempt the launch
of one of their inventions from a battleship. The
Wright brothers declined this opportunity to make avi-
ation history. It was left to a Glenn H. Curtiss pilot,
Eugene Ely, to make the first flight from a ship, flying
off a platform built on the bow of the cruiser
Birmingham (CL 2) at Hampton Roads, Va., on 14
November 1910.}

The successful conclusion of the testing in Hampton
Roads and the competitive interest of the U.S. Army in
use of aircraft for scouting spurred the Navy to request
$25,000 in the 1911-1912 Naval Appropriation Act for
aviation procurement. On 13 March 1911, the first of-
fice for dealing with Naval Aviation was organized
with the detailing of Captain Washington I. Chambers
to the Aeronautics Desk at the Bureau of Navigation
(BuNav). His first task as head of aeronautics was
placement of an order for the Navy'’s first aircraft on 8
May 1911. This date marks the official birth of U.S.
Naval Aviation. His second task was the establishment
of the first naval aviation camp at Greenbury Point,
near Annapolis, Md., in the summer of 1911. Two
Curtiss pusher floatplanes were sent to the camp, fol-
lowed by a Wright airplane and a small group of naval
officers hoping to learn to fly them.

The shortage of qualified instructors for the aircraft
on hand led Chambers to relocate the aviation cadre
from the Greenbury Point aviation camp to the Glen
Curtiss Flying School in San Diego, Calif., in the winter
of 1911. The aspiring students quickly became aviators
over the winter months. The unit returned to the
Greenbury Point facility in the summer of 1912. Here
they continued their practice flights with the three air-

L Walter H. Sitz, Captain, USMC. A History of U.S. Naval Aviation.
BuAer April 1925, Record Group #72, National Archives.

craft on hand and experimented with a variety of float
designs being developed by the newly established
aerodynamics laboratory at the Washington Navy Yard.

The shakedown period for the Navy's fledgling air
force was brief. The skeptical admirals of the “old line
Navy” wished to see the results of the Naval
Aeronautics Desk experiments. In January 1913, the
annual fleet exercises were conducted off Cuba. The
duties of the unit were carried out with considerable
success. It was noted after the exercise that the air-
crews were able to discern the outline of submarines
just beneath the surface and floating mines on the sur-
face of the ocean. Messages with streamers attached
were dropped on the decks of vessels below, giving
the locations of these hazards.?

The results of the annual exercises proved satisfac-
tory enough to temporarily silence the critics of Naval
Aviation. In October 1913, the Secretary of the Navy
established a Board of Aeronautics to plan the future of
the Navy’s newest addition. The board’s first action
was to relocate the Greenbury Point detachment from
the Annapolis area to Pensacola, Fla., where better
flying weather was available year around. On 20
January 1914, the first naval air station (NAS) was put
in operation with the arrival of the detachment aircraft.?

The test of battle for the Navy’s first aircraft unit
came shortly after its move to Pensacola, barely 36
months after its birth. In early 1914, political unrest in
Mexico led to an increase of incidents along the bor-
der. The harsh policies of Mexican president
Victoriano Huerta in dealing with the insurgency re-
sulted in eventual military intervention by the adminis-
tration of U.S. President Woodrow Wilson. On 20 April
1914, two sections of two aircraft each were loaded
aboard Mississippi (BB 23) and Birmingham (CL 2).
The group aboard Mississippi saw most of the action
during the conflict, flying 43 days in action scouting
the enemy trenches around Veracruz. During a patrol
near the city on 6 May 1914, one of this section’s sea-

28itz: p 8.

3 “Air stations Established Prior to and During World War 1.” NHC
Aviation History Branch, WW!I Collection, box entitled WW!I (NAS)
Naval Air Stations (A-Z).
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planes earned the dubious distinction of being the first
Navy aircraft damaged by enemy fire.*

Further organizational changes continued to take
place during this formative period of naval patrol avia-
tion. The recommendations of the Board of Aeronau-
tics resulted in moving the head of the Naval
Aeronautics section from the offices of BuNav to the
“Aviation Desk” under the Chief of Naval Operations
(CNO) on 1 March 1916. Although nominally remain-
ing under the BuNav organization, the new Aviation
Desk began operating as a largely independent branch
that evolved into the Bureau of Aeronautics (BuAer)
after World War 1.5

The entry of the United States into World War |
came as no surprise to the naval establishment. The
Naval Appropriations Bill signed into law on 29
August 1916, provided $3,500,000 for aviation. It also
authorized the establishment of a Naval Reserve Flying
Corps and the purchase of aircraft, including 10 planes
for loan to the Naval Militia. The funds also provided
for the expansion of shore activities to support
wartime requirements.®

The National Aerial Coast Patrol Commission, under
the direction of Rear Admiral Robert E. Peary, was
formed in 1916 to provide trained Aerial Coast Patrol
Units and aircraft to patrol the coasts of the United
States against potential enemy activity. Aerial Coast
Patrol Units were recruited primarily from students at
Yale, Harvard, Princeton and Columbia Universities.
There was also a unit at Great Lakes, 1ll. The members
of these units were recruited into the U.S. Naval
Reserve Force, Class 5 (Aviation), which had been au-
thorized by the 1916 Naval Appropriations Bill. Several
state naval militias, notably Massachusetts and New
York, established aviation wunits that trained at
Squantum, Mass., and Bay Shore, Long Island, N.Y.,
respectively.”

The several hundred naval aviators recruited and
trained by the Aerial Coast Patrol and the various state
naval militias, plus the few early naval aviators and ex-
perienced civilian aviators recruited directly into the
USNRF, constituted the leadership of Naval Aviation in
World War 1.

On 16 October 1916, the German submarine U-53
entered the harbor of Newport, R. I, to allow the cap-
tain of the vessel to “pay his respects to the naval au-
thorities of the base.” The U-53 departed only a few

4Sitz: p 8.

5 Walter H. Sitz, Captain, USMC. A History of U.S. Naval Aviation,
BuAer, April 1925, Record Group No. 72, National Archives.

6 Archibald D. Turnbull, Captain, USNR and Lord, Clifford L.,
Lieutenant Commander, USNR. History of United States Naval
Aviation, New Haven, Yale University Press, 1949, p 81 (hereafter:
Turnbull & Lord).

7 Henry Woodhouse. Textbook of Naval Aeronautics, New York,
The Century Company, June 1917, pp 135-176.

8 Charles E. Mathews, Lieutenant (jg), USNRF, “History of U.S.
Naval Aviation During the World War: Patrolling and Patrol Station
on the Western Atlantic.” Unpublished document. BuAer 1921,
Record Group #45, National Archives.

hours later after an extremely frosty reception by the
base commander. Within 24 hours the U-boat captain
sank five steamers of British, Dutch and Norwegian
registration inside U.S. continental waters. This new-
generation German submarine was one of the recently
developed class of U-boats with extended cruising
range and large displacement. The sole purpose of the
visit and subsequent demonstration of formidable
German technology was to deter the United States
from entering the war or continuing to supply the
Allied cause.

America Enters the War

WHEN THE BOARD OF AERONAUTICS chose
Pensacola as the primary location for Naval Aviation in
1914, other potential sites had also been assessed.
With the U.S. declaration of war against Germany on 6
April 1917, plans for these sites were dusted-off and
put into effect. Additional air stations were established
or transferred from state militias. The following is a list
of the naval aviation stations in the Western
Hemisphere and its assigned functions:

Akron, Ohio
Anacostia, D.C.
Bay Shore, L.I., N.Y.

Lighter-than-air training

Experimental station

Elementary flight station,
emergency patrol station

Patrol station

Patrol station

Patrol station

Patrol station

Patrol station

Experimental and patrol
station

Elementary flight station

Elementary flight station
and patrol station

Marine Corps landplane
training station

Montauk, L.I., N.Y. Patrol station

Morehead City, N.C. Patrol station

North Sydney, N.S., Canada Patrol station

Pensacola, Fla. Advanced ground school
and flight station

Patrol station

Elementary flying station®

Brunswick, Ga.

Cape May, N.J.
Chatham, Mass.

Coco Solo, Panama C.Z.
Halifax, N.S., Canada
Hampton Roads, Va.

Key West, Fla.
Miami (Dinner Key), Fla.

Miami (Curtiss Field), Fla.

Rockaway, L.I., N.Y.
San Diego, Calif.

Shortly after the entry of the United States into the
war, the urgency of the situation and lack of sufficient
training facilities led the Navy to accept the offer of
the Canadian government to train pilot applicants at
the School of Military Aeronautics, Royal Flying Corps,
Toronto. In July 1917, 25 candidates reported for duty.

9 Sitz: p 12.
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One of the students, Thomas H. Chapman, relates a
tradition at that base: “The plane | was using was one
of the veterans of CTS 85, as was evident from the
right paw of the Black Cat painted on either side of
the fuselage. We were the Black Cat Squadron, and
after each crash the upraised right paw of the cat was
marked with a white stripe. My plane had eight of
those white stripes already and one more would finish
the proverb.™°

The situation in Europe was desperate in the Spring
of 1917. With the entry of the U.S. on the side of the
Allies, a number of foreign delegations soon appeared
in Washington. At a meeting with a French naval dele-
gation, the Navy promised to send aviators to France
as soon as possible. Personnel were recruited,
screened and transferred to Norfolk, Va., for transporta-
tion to France. What the French wanted was a contin-
gent of trained naval aviators. What they received was
“The First Aeronautic Detachment,” U.S. Navy. Arriving
in France in two ships on 7 and 8 June 1917, the de-
tachment consisted of seven officers, 50 student naval
aviators, 50 student aviation mechanics and 22 admin-
istrative support personnel. This was the first U.S. mili-
tary or naval unit to arrive for war service in Europe
during World War 1. The French were initially dismayed
to receive students rather than qualified aviators, but
upon learning of the true situation of U.S. Naval
Aviation, they readily agreed to provide the required
training. The student aviators were transferred to the
French Flying School at Tours, France, and the me-
chanics to the schools in St. Raphael.

The American students did not speak or understand
French and this frequently resulted in humorous situa-
tions when students and instructors had to improvise
to communicate. Lieutenant Joe C. Cline, USNRF, de-
scribed one such event in his history of the detach-
ment: “The type of airplane used for our primary in-
struction was the Caudron G-3, a French biplane with
warping wings and a Nacelle two-place cockpit, pow-
ered by a 90 hp Enzani or LeRhone rotary engine. The
instructor sat in the rear cockpit. After takeoff he
would turn controls over to the student and instruc-
tions would begin. If the nose were high he would
push forward on your helmet. If it was low, he would
pull back on the helmet. If the left wing was down,
he’'d tap on the right shoulder, right wing down, tap
on the left shoulder. Each flight per student was about
20 minutes duration. After each flight the instructor
would pull out a pasteboard card with a line drawn
down the center. One side was written in English and
the other in French, and would explain all the mis-
takes you had made while in flight. He gave you hell
in French while pointing to the English translation.

0 Thomas H. Chapman, Commander, USNR (Ret.), “A Naval
Reservist in the Royal Flying Corps,” NHC Aviation History Branch.
Unpublished document, Naval Flying Corps folder, WW-I collection,
box entitled WW-I (M-Z).

Perhaps it was just as well we did not understand his
words!”2

While the initial expansion of training was under-
way utilizing any and all means and facilities which
could be identified, plans were being developed for
an overall training system for Naval Aviation. This re-
sulted in a three-phase program for pilots: ground
school, elementary flight training and advanced flight
training.'? Lighter-than-air training and operations will
be covered in another volume of this series.

Ground school instruction extending over eight
weeks, was designed to indoctrinate student officers
with the fundamentals of the naval service and to in-
culcate in them the conception of strict military disci-
pline and secondly, to give them instruction in aero-
nautical matters. Ground schools were established at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and later at
the University of Washington and the Dunwoody
Institute, Minneapolis, Minn.

Elementary flight training was conducted at Bay
Shore, Long Island, N.Y.; Key West, Fla.; Miami, Fla.;
and San Diego, Calif. Advanced ground school and
flight training was concentrated at Pensacola, Fla, the
Navy’s oldest, largest, and best equipped air station.

Aerologists were trained at the Blue Hills Observa-
tory, Boston, Mass., and officer speciallity training was
conducted at several locations. Enlisted technical train-
ing was concentrated at the schools established at the
Great Lakes Naval Training Center, supplemented with
specific equipment training at many manufacturing
plants.t® Additionally, elementary flight training was ac-
complished at Lake Bolsena, Italy, and advanced flight
training at Moutchic, France, and Lake Bolsena.*

The magnitude of the growth of Naval Aviation and the
training accomplished is illustrated in the following table:

6 April 11 November

1917 1918

Officers (naval aviators) 38 1,656
Officers (student naval aviators) 0 288
Officers (ground) 0 891
Student officers (in training for

commission) 0 3,881
Total officer personnel 38 6,716
Enlisted men (aviation ratings) 163 21,951
Enlisted men (general service

ratings assigned aviation duty) 0 8,742
Total enlisted personnel 163 30,693
Total personnel 201 37,409

% Joe C. Cline, “Personal History of the First Aeronautic
Detachment, United States Navy in World War 1.” Unpublished docu-
ment, NHC Aviation Branch. WW!I collection, box entitled WWI
European Theater (A-Z).

2 Charles E. Mathews, Lieutenant, USNRF, History of U.S. Naval
Aviation During the World War: Training in America. Unpublished
manuscript, BuAer 1921, Record Group No. 45, National Archives
(hereafter: Matthews, Training).

13 Matthews, Training.

14 Sitz, p 34.
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11 November
1918

Officers sent overseas 1,237
Enlisted men sent overseas 16,287
Total personnel sent overseas 17,5241

Aircraft Production

IN MANY WAYS THE SUPPLY OF aircraft and engines
determined the tasks that could be accomplished. The
Aircraft Production Board, created in May 1917, func-
tioned during the war as the supreme authority with
regard to aircraft production by and for the Army and
Navy. In October 1917, the name was changed to the
Aircraft Board. Overall, the influence of the board on
the Navy’s aircraft production program was neither fre-
quent or detailed, but several actions of the board had
major influences on Naval Aviation.'¢

Under the guidance of the Navy’s senior representa-
tive, Rear Admiral David Taylor, the board decided
that the Navy should be allocated the following plants
to build aircraft and parts: a part of the Standard
Aircraft plant at Elizabeth, N.J.; and the full output
from Aeromarine Plane and Motor Company, Keyport,
N.J.; Boeing Aeroplane Company, Seattle, Wash.;
Burgess Company, Marblehead, Mass.; Canadian
Aeroplanes, Ltd., Toronto, Canada; Curtiss Aeroplane
and Motor, Ltd., Toronto, Canada; Curtiss Engineering
Corporation, Garden City, N.Y.; Gallaudet Aircraft
Corporation, East Greenwich, R.l.; L.W.F. Engineering
Corporation, College Point, N.Y.; and the Victor
Talking Machine Company, Camden, N.J.¥

The board was also responsible for the creation and
production of the Liberty engine. In May 1917, the engi-
neering genius J. G. Vincent of Packard Motor Car
Company and E. J. Hall of Hall-Scott Motor Car Company
produced the design for the famous Liberty engine. It
was rushed into production and the first engine passed
its 50-hour check on 25 August 1917. This large V-12 en-
gine was the first of its type and experienced a host of
teething problems. A multitude of hoses and clamps
shook loose during operation, causing leaks; timing
gears shed teeth with regularity; crank shafts were of
poor quality; weld failures around intake and exhaust
ports caused problems; and carburetor gaskets frequently
failed. Life expectancy of an average engine seldom ex-
ceeded 50 hours and required overhauls every 12-15
days on active service. Yet, in spite of these defects, the
Liberty was considered one of the most reliable power
plants used by the Allies during the war and remained
the standard for aero engines over the next ten years.®

15 Sitz, pp 11-12.

16 Sitz: p 14-15.

7 Turnbull & Lord, pp 108-109.

8John Lacouture, Captain, USN (Ret.).“NAS Chatham.”
Unpublished document, NHC Naval Aviation Branch, WW-I collec-
tion, box entitled WW-1 (NAS) Naval Air Stations (A-Z).

Additionally, by a resolution adopted 6 November
1917, the board determined that “all air measures
against submarines should have precedence over all
other air measures.” This gave the Navy priority in the
War Industries Board over controlled raw materials, on
the railroads for cars and trains, and in general made
the Navy’s task of creating a force of patrol flying
boats for antisubmarine operations possible.t®

The Naval Aircraft Factory

THE NAVAL AIRCRAFT FACTORY (NAF) was estab-
lished in order to assist in solving the problem of air-
craft supply which faced the Navy Department upon
the entry of the U.S. into the war. The Army’s require-
ments for an enormous quantity of planes created a
decided lack of interest among aircraft manufacturers
in the Navy’s requirements for a comparatively small
quantity of machines. The Navy Department con-
cluded that it was necessary to build an aircraft fac-
tory, to be owned by the Navy, in order, first, to as-
sure a part of it's aircraft supply; second, to obtain cost
data for the Department’s guidance in its dealings with
private manufacturers; and third, to have under its
own control a factory capable of producing experi-
mental designs.

On 27 July 1917, the Secretary of the Navy ap-
proved the project, the contract was let on 6 August
and ground broken four days later. The entire plant
was completed by 28 November 1917, one hundred
and ten days after ground breaking. On completion,
the greatest need was for patrol flying boats, so pro-
duction of the H-16 design was started at the NAF. On
27 March 1918, just 228 days after ground breaking,
and 151 days from receipt of drawings, the first H-16
built by the NAF was successfully flown. On 2 April
1918 the first and second NAF built H-16s were
shipped to the patrol station at Killingholme, England.
In the Spring of 1918, the British Admiralty provided
the plans for the F-5 improved design but the plans re-
quired a major redesign for adaptation to American
mass production. This was successfully accomplished
and the F-5L model was successfully produced by the
NAF and civilian manufacturers, using the NAF
adapted plans.?°

Patrol Flying Boat Models

SEVERAL MODELS OF PATROL FLYING boats were
procured during the course of the war. Two types
were necessary because: the large boats could not be

9 Sitz: p 15.
20 William F. Trimble, A History of the Naval Aircraft Factory,
1917-1956, Annapolis, Md., Naval Institute Press, 1990.
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constructed in sufficient quantities, it involved ship-
ping difficulties and drew too much water for use at
certain French stations.

The single engine HS-1/HS-2 was developed from
the successful Curtiss H-14 design. The original HS-1
proved deficient in load carrying capacity for antisub-
marine operations. It was modified to the HS-2
configuration by addition of six feet of wingspan and
provision for a larger rudder.?* One American pilot in
France, Ensign Joe C. Cline, who later flew the HS-1
and HS-2 flying boats, had this interesting story to tell
about the development of this early aircraft: “At Brest |
saw my first American airplane. We had heard in
glowing terms much about the Curtiss HS-1 seaplane
with the famous Liberty engine, and they began to ar-
rive from the States. After all necessary equipment for
submarine patrol, such as bombs, radio, Aldis lamp
and battery, pigeons, machine gun, fire extinguishers,
and full load of gas for a four-hour patrol, nobody
could get the plane off the water. Corry who had been
promoted to Lieutenant Commander sent this report to
Washington. In a short time a modification was made

2 Sitz: p 52.

on the plane by adding six feet to the wing span and
designating it the HS-2. It was still necessary to install
three strands of Salmson cord on the right rudder bar
to off-set torque in order to fly this crate.”?

The series of twin-engine flying boats procured,
designated the H-16/F-5L was based on an original
Curtiss 1914 design for a transatlantic flight and named
the “America.” The design was modified to a larger air-
craft by Curtiss, the H-12, and was produced for the
British Admiralty. The hull of the H-12 was further
modified by the British at the Felixstowe Air Station by
the addition of a deep vee bottom with two steps. The
third iteration of the Felixstowe design known as the
F-3 was produced in America as the H-16, utilizing
Liberty engines. In December 1917 the British
Admiralty produced a further modification of the de-
sign which provided additional load carrying capacity
and additional endurance. For American production
the design was adapted by the NAF and produced as
the F-5L.28

22 Cline, “Personal History of the First Aeronautic Detachment,
United States Navy in World War 1.” Unpublished document, NHC
Aviation Branch, WW-I collection, box entitled WW-I European
Theater (A-2).

23 Sitz: pp 53-54.

An F-5L at Killingholm, England during World War 1.
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An F-5L (F2A) taking off at Felixstone, United Kingdom, circa 1918.

World War | American Patrol Flying Boat
Production®

No. and No.

Type No . Shipped

Manufacturer Ordered Delivered Abroad
Boeing Airplane Company 50, HS-2 25 0
Curtiss Aircraft & Motor Corp. 19, H-12 19 0
74, H-16 74 62
410, F-5L 60 0
674, HS-2 674 213
Curtiss Engineering Corp. 50, F-5L 50 0
Canadian Aeroplane, Ltd. 50, F-5L 50 1
Gallaudet Aircraft Company 60, HS-2 60 0
Loughhead Company 2, HS-2 2 0
L.W.F. Engineering Company 300, HS-2 250 10
Naval Aircraft Factory 150, H-16 150 78
680, F-5L 137 0
Standard Aircraft Company 150, HS-2 80 6

Totals (by model) 1,236, HS-2 1,091 229
19, H-12 19 0
274, H-16 274 158

1,140, F-5L 227 1

Total (all models) 2,669 1,611 388

Patrol Operations—Western
Atlantic

INITIAL PROVISIONS FOR ANTISUBMARINE aircraft
patrols were concentrated in the European Theater.
Caution was observed with reference to the protection
of shipping in the Western Atlantic, however, no threat
materialized during 1917.

In early 1918, the report of a Special Board was sub-
mitted to the Chief of Naval Operations, noting the
construction by the Germans of a number of large
submarines of great cruising radius and capacity and
the rapid expansion of shipping supporting American
operations in Europe made submarine operations in
American waters probable. It stated that a division of

2 |bid.

four submarine cruisers, each armed with six inch
guns, 36 mines and 16 torpedoes, capable of at least
one month of activity on station off our eastern
seaboard, could occur without warning.

In the months that followed, six of the cruiser U-
boats—the U-117, U-140, U-151, U-152, U-155, and U-
156—were sent to the shipping lanes along the east
coast of the United States. They caused extensive
losses along the eastern seaboard between May and
October 1918. The losses included 79 vessels (42 U.S.)
sunk by gunfire, 14 (2 U.S.) by torpedoes and seven (5
U.S.) by submarine-laid mines.?

The first seaplanes used on patrols were single en-
gine HS-1 and HS-2 flying boats. These aircraft were
known as “flying boats” because their fuselage func-
tioned in both air and water. By the middle of July
1918, sufficient numbers of these aircraft were on
hand to extend patrols out to 75 miles from land near
the principal harbors and important points along the
eastern seaboard. Patrols were generally of three cate-
gories: standard patrols, emergency patrols and escort
patrols. The first covered a fixed patrol area. The sin-
gle-engine HS-1 and HS-2 flying boats could cover
about 1,500 square miles during a five-hour flight.
Larger H-12, H-16 and F-5L twin-engine flying boats
could cover about 3,000 square miles during an eight-
hour flight. Standard patrols were usually in forma-
tions of two aircraft at an altitude of around 1,000 feet.
Emergency patrols were groups of two or more air-
craft put into the air upon report of a ship sinking or
submarine sighting. Convoy patrols generally consisted
of two aircraft flying at 1,000 feet as a forward screen
in front of the lead elements in the convoy.

Aircraft were equipped with Lewis machine guns,
bombs with combined contact/pressure fuses, and the
Davis recoilless 6-pounder gun. Each airplane carried
a radio, signal flares, flash bulbs and even carrier pi-
geons as means of communication. Larger twin-engine
flying boats carried a crew consisting of a chief pilot,
assistant pilot/observer/navigator/bombardier/bow
gunner, a wireless operator and an engineer/rear gun-
ner. Smaller single-engine flying boats like the HS-1
had only a first pilot, second pilot and engineer.
Frequently, especially on long-duration patrols, only
the two pilots were aboard. Only two pilots manned
the R-type Curtiss twin-pontoon floatplanes. Single-en-
gine pushers like the HS-1 and HS-2 were never well
liked by their pilots. Unlike the tractor-engine R-types
and twin-engine H-16 and F-5L seaplanes, the little
HS-1 and HS-2 flying boats had an engine mounted di-
rectly above and behind the crew. Even moderately
rough landings could produce casualties if the engine
broke loose from its mountings.

By the end of the war ten patrol stations had been
completed along the Atlantic coast. Great emphasis

25 Mathews, Patrolling, p 2-5..
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was given to the approaches to New York harbor and
Chesapeake Bay due to the concentration of shipping
in these areas. An estimated 419 pilots, 5,664 aviation
enlisted ratings and 204 aircraft were available for pa-
trols on a day-to-day basis. ¢

The effectiveness of the coastal patrols was a subject
of considerable debate in the naval community after the
war. Throughout the 15 months of the war during which
patrols were flown from the eastern U.S. seaboard, there
was only one recorded sighting of a German submarine
by seaplanes. On 21 July 1918, U-156 was in the process
of sinking a tug towing four barges off the coast near
Nausett Harbor, only five miles from NAS Chatham.
Repeated attacks on the surfaced submarine by HS-2 and
R-9 seaplanes were unsuccessful due to the failure of
their Mark IV bombs to detonate. One pilot, Lieutenant
Eaton, became so frustrated that he made a second run
and threw the heaviest item at hand, a monkey wrench.
The captain of the U-156, observing that none of the
bombs exploded and seeing a monkey wrench land on
his deck, kept the aircraft at bay with machine gun fire
and calmly remained on the surface, sinking the remain-
ing barges before departing. Fortunately, few of the
German U-boat captains were so bold, and most were
kept from the seaplanes or remained submerged when
seaplanes were with the convoys. 7

The extensive and comprehensive general plan for
the patrol and protection of home waters was pre-
sented by the Navy General board in July 1918, and
was approved by the Secretary on 19 August 1918.
The Naval Aviation program portion of the plan pro-
vided for enlargement of existing air stations and the
establishment of additional stations. New stations were
planned for the coast of Maine between Rockland and
Portland; the vicinity of Newport, R.l.; Charleston, S.C.;
Port Arthur, Texas; and Galveston, Texas. Additional
stations were proposed for Guantanamo Bay, Cuba;
Samana Bay, Dominican Republic; and Vieques,
Puerto Rico. Auxiliary bases were to be used in con-
nection with existing and proposed main patrol sta-
tions. The plan called for a total of 33 rest and refuel-
ing stations with limited facilities.

With all these stations in operation, there would
have been a main station at practically every 150 miles
along the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts of the U.S. and a
sub or rest station between each pair of main stations.
On this basis, and with patrols extending 150 miles to
sea, a limit which covers nearly all points within the
100 fathom curve, each main station would have been
able to patrol 11,250 square miles, a task that could
have been adequately performed by a complement of
18 flying boats in operational status at all times at each
main station. The armistice intervened before the pro-
jected expansion could be accomplished.?

26 Sitz: p 11.
27 Lacouture, p 14.
2 Matthews, Patrolling, pp 215-216.

Patrol Operations—European
Theater

PLANNING OF U.S. NAVAL AVIATION base sites in
Europe began shortly after the arrival of the first U.S.
military units in France in June 1917. Several fully
equipped French-built bases were turned over to the
Americans. Rapid progress in the development of new
sites began in earnest with the appointment of Captain
Hutch 1. Cone as Commander U.S. Naval Aviation
Forces, Foreign Service, on 24 October 1917, by the
Force Commander, Vice Admiral William S. Sims.?®
Prior to the signing of the armistice in November 1918,
Captain Cone had overseen the establishment of 21
bases in England, Ireland, France and Italy. Of these
21 bases, 16 were active patrol/bombing air stations
with over 1,237 officers, 16,287 enlisted aviation per-
sonnel and 336 aircraft available for patrol on a day-
to-day basis.

The survival of U.S. naval patrol aviation in the
European Theater was a matter of some contention
with the U.S. Army from the very onset. Concentration
on the priorities of Army aviation had pushed Naval
Aviation into the background at the beginning of
America’s involvement in the war. Brigadier General
Benjamin D. Foulois, Chairman of the joint
Army-Navy Aircraft Committee in Paris, continually
did his utmost to deflect resources away from the
Navy into Army channels. In 1919, the general told
Congressmen that “he considered the Navy’'s plan to
use land-based machines contradictory to the polices
of the American Expeditionary Force (A.E.F.) and in-
sisted that all American aircraft operating in France
should have been placed under his control.” Only the
dissolution of the Paris committee in April 1918 pre-
served the future of Navy patrol aviation. In that same
month, the Aircraft Production Board allocated 734
Liberty engines to the U.S. Navy.%

Under the agreement with the French on the arrival
of the First Aeronautical Detachment, in addition to
the training provided to members of the detachment,
the Navy agreed to maintain and operate four existing
French air stations. Shortly thereafter, additional
French air stations were authorized. In addition to
Moutchi, which served as an advanced training station
for patrol aviation, there were nine French stations en-
gaged in heavier-than-air patrol operations. Other
French stations were engaged in lighter-than-air, as-
sembly and repair, kite balloon and support functions.

Agreements with the British government resulted in
the Navy operating five patrol stations in England and

2% Force Commander Itr. #cs6282 of 12 Jan 1918, NHC Operational
Archives Branch. Box entitled WW-I—General.

30 Procurement of Aviation Material in Europe, 1917-1918, Office
of Naval Aviation, 1920:10. Unpublished document, NHC Naval
Aviation Branch. WWI collection, box entitled WWI European
Theater (A-Z).
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Ireland, in addition to a kite balloon station and the
assembly and repair station for the Northern Bombing
Group. In Italy, the Navy operated an elementary
flying station at Lake Bolsena and a very active patrol
and bombing station at Porto Corsini, south of Venice.
Additionally, the Marine Corps operated an antisubma-
rine patrol station at Punta Delgado, Azores, flying R-6
float planes.®

Individual pilots were also placed with British
squadrons flying seaplanes out of English bases. On
15 February 1918, during a sortie from RNAS
Felixstowe, a sharp, but brief combat occurred be-
tween a flight of two British H-12B flying boats and
five German Hansa-Brandenburg W.29 mono-wing
floatplanes. An observer in one of the German aircraft,
Lieutenant Fritz Stormer, described the ensuing fight:
“We were victorious over the Curtiss flying boats that
we encountered over the sea and subsequently en-
gaged in aerial combat. We suffered no casualties and
only a few hits during these battles. We were able to
demolish one of the craft in a formation of Curtiss
flying boats because we had the advantage of speed
and maneuverability”® Ensign Albert D. Sturtevant, US-
NRFC, and his three enlisted RNAS crewmen perished
in that attack, making him the first U.S. naval aviation
combat casualty of World War 1.

American naval aviators had been on French soil
since June 1917, but it was 22 November before the
first American seaplane patrol flew over the English
Channel from the U.S. Naval Air Station at Le Croisic
(established only four days earlier). The flight con-
sisted of six Tellier seaplanes, assembled by the
Americans at the air station. American aircraft had not
reached Europe by the time many of the air stations
were being activated. It was not until 23 April 1918
that 37 Liberty engines, 36 HS-1 and two HS-16 sea-
planes finally arrived for assembly at Le Croisic.3?

The lack of American-made aircraft was countered
by the generosity of the Allies, who shared their thinly
stretched aircraft output with the newly arrived units.
The desperate shortages of suitable aircraft led to the
acceptance of many outdated airplanes barely suited
to the work at hand. The first coastal aviation groups
commenced flying operations against German sub-
marines in small single-engine French Tellier, Levy Le
Pen and DD seaplanes. The squadron at Porto Corsini,
Italy, in operation by August 1918, flew Italian FBA
and Macchi M-5 seaplanes against the Austrians at
Pola. In the north of France, the Northern Bombing
Group, operating out of Champagne and Dunkirk,
flew 600 hp, 3-engine Caproni bombers on night
bombing missions.

3L Sitz: pp various.

32 Dr. Fritz Stormer, translated by Peter Kilduff. “Seaplanes in
Combat,” manuscript, NHC Aviation History Branch. WW-I collec-
tion, box entitled WW-1 European Theater (A-Z).

33 Cohen, Appendix #3: p 8.

The squadron at Porto Corsini was very active in
pressing the attack against the Austrian naval base at
Pola. In an action taking place on 24 August 1918, two
Macchi M-8 flying boats were escorted by five Macchi
M-5s were en route to attack the Austrian base. Within
20 minutes one of the M-8s and one M-5 had to turn
back due to engine trouble. The Austrians were well
prepared for the attack, having formed a specialized
fighter detachment for the defense of the base as a re-
sult of earlier attacks. The Austrians flew Phonix D.I
land fighters. In the ensuing combat over Pola, the
enemy forced down one of the American M-5s by
damaging its engine. The burning M-5, flown by
Ensign George H. Ludlow, landed safely on the water.
Ensign Charles H. Hammann observed Ludlow’s air-
craft going down smoking heavily and broke off com-
bat with the enemy aircraft to land next to his friend’s
sinking flying boat. Somehow Hammann managed to
stow Ludlow aboard his tiny one-man aircraft for a
rough takeoff over the pounding waves. After evading
the Austrian aircraft, the two returned to Porto Corsini
to find that their names had already been posted as
“Killed in Action!” For this heroic act, Ensign
Hammann was awarded the Medal of Honor—the first
Navy aviator to be so honored.*

Aircraft maintenance was a continual problem due
to the short life of engines during combat operations.
French and Italian engines seldom lasted as long as
the Liberty engine. French Hispano-Suiza 200 hp en-
gines generally averaged 48 hours between overhauls,
Renault 80 hp engines lasted barely 24 hours and
Italian Fiat 600 motors seldom ran more than four
hours.

Despite the deficiencies in equipment, positive re-
sults were obtained through the efforts of determined
American air and ground crews. There is little doubt
that American naval air patrols contributed
significantly to the suppression of German submarine
activity. Total activity for the French bases,
Killingholme, England, and Irish bases resulted in 44
sub sightings, 42 attacks, 16 submarines probably
damaged, and four probable sinkings with one “assist”
by an American destroyer.?> As was the case off the
coasts of the United States, the greatest contribution of
American naval air power was the establishment of a
threat sufficient to keep German submarines at bay
along the convoy routes.

The hardships faced by the crews of these fragile
aircraft while carrying out the patrols speaks highly of
their dedication. Navy pilots faced hazards never en-
countered by pilots of land planes, as most of their

34 Cline, p 8.

35 Sitz and Cohen. This is further substantiated by German records
of WWI which list 6 U-boats sunk by aircraft. Erich Groner, in his
book German Warships, 1815-1945, Vol. Il, lists one of the six as
being sunk by a Russian aircraft. This would presumably leave the
remaining 5 to the credit of the U.S. Navy.
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time on patrol was spent over water. In the following
account Ensign J. Smith, USNRF, describes an ordeal
following a landing at sea due to engine failure:
“Thursday, Nov. 22, 1917-Weather conditions were not
ideal for flying, clouds being very low and quite a sea
running. After leaving Le Croisic, we started south
steering course 195. On reaching lle D’Yeu, found our
drift to be considerably to the east. After picking up
Point Breton on lle D’Yeu, we sighted a four masted
bark to the N.E. We circled over her a number of
times increasing our radius on each turn until we were
nearly out of sight of lle D’Yeu. After searching the
shore for mines and submarines, returned to Point
Breton. Motor died and were forced to make a tail to
wind landing. We found it possible to land the Tellier
in rough water. Dispatched at 2:30 P.M. a pigeon with
a (location) message.

The sea was very rough. Could not tell for certain
our location. We took watches during the night. One
bailed while the other 2 slept. As we could not get the
motor started we thought over all possible things that
could happen to it. Wilkinson found the left gas tank
had not been feeding, too late to fix it as we could not
see. Passed a very uncertain night. We knew they
would do all possible things to help us.

Friday, Nov. 23, 1917—Put in a new spark plug,
cleaned magneto, shifted gasoline from left to right
tank. We were all so seasick that we could not work
to best advantage. Bailed water out of boat (aircraft).
Wilkinson finally got motor started at 11:40 a.m. Saw
hydroplane and blimp to the north of us. Did not give
up hope. Beautiful day. Got motor going and started
to taxi towards lle D’Yeu. We were not making much
headway on account of the sea. Our left pontoon had
filled with water. Finally decided our only hope was to
try and get machine off water. As a result of trying, |
broke left wing and got ourselves into a hell of a
scrape. Things began to look black. There was no
finding fault with anyone. Could not help marveling at
the morale of the men. It was a case of heroic bravery
on their part to see their only hope smashed. We took
watches during the night by first laying on wing, then
bailing, then sleeping. Wilkinson turned to and got all
ready to cast adrift the left wing. We had anxious mo-
ments of the ship rolling over. No one faltered or
failed to do his part. We all decided to die game to the
end. As a result no one ate or drank water. Wing
began to crumble. We all decided to let it stay on as
long as possible. Sea began to grow bigger towards
evening and the water began to come in. We all
hoped that we would be able to ride out the night.
Very uncomfortable night and we were all growing
very weak. Very long night. Our hopes were begin-
ning to go very low but no one showed it.

Saturday, Nov. 24, 1917—Day finally came. Wing
getting near to the boat as it crumpled. It was heart-
rending. We had to bail and stay out on the wing-tip.

As waves came over we began to feel lower and
lower. It was finally decided to cast off wing and let
what might come. We tried to get other wing ready to
be cast off, but we could not get off nuts as we were
so weak and tools were very inadequate. We were
going over gradually on the starboard side. We were
all on port side trying to keep her righted. We then
saw that there was no hope of us staying up much
longer unless we could get the wing off. We had just
about given up everything when Wilkinson let out a
yell.” Ensign Smith and his crew were sighted by a
French destroyer and taken to La Pallice. Their Tellier
seaplane sank a few minutes after the crew had been
taken off.3®

Patrol squadron pilots often endured hair-raising
experiences much closer to home. One pilot, Ensign
Joe Cline, recounts an unfortunate incident that oc-
curred just as he was taking off from his base at Le
Croisic: “We flew French Tellier seaplanes powered
by 220 Hispano engines, and our job was to escort
the convoys from the States through our sector from
Quiberon to St. Nazaire in defense (against the threat)
of submarines. Le Croisic was a little fishing village on
the north coast of Brittany and was always a welcome
sight after a long cold four hour patrol.

One afternoon | taxied to the outer harbor, warmed
up my engine before taking off in a Tellier on patrol,
headed into the wind, rocked the plane on the step,
was just about to pull her off when a tremendous ex-
plosion blew the plane in half. Someone had not
cocked the trigger spring properly on the two mark 4
bombs hung under the wings on each side of the
boat, and the vibration at take-off caused them to fall
off, sink into nine feet of water and explode. The
time it took for the bombs to hit bottom and detonate
was just enough at my speed to take the forward half
of the boat outside the point of irruption (sic). The
after half right behind the engine section was sliced
off as though cut with a saw. There was a lighthouse
at the harbor entrance, eighty feet high, and people
who saw and heard the blast said the after part and
tail surface were blown 50 feet higher.

The weight of the engine made the forward part
sink stern first-my observer, Fred Lovejoy, and |
started shedding clothes. We released our carrier pi-
geons and prepared to swim to the beach, which was
not far, but the remaining half of the ship settled in
that nine feet of water. We climbed on the nose
which was out of the water and waited for the crash
boat to come and get us. Neither of us had a scratch,
I was only wet to my knees, but we both could have
used a drink.”%7

36 Cohen, p 352.
37 Cline, p 6.
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Northern Bombing Group

THE NORTHERN BOMBING GROUP (NBG) was the
only operational organization in Naval Aviation during
World War | to operate using the squadron form of or-
ganization. Operational antisubmarine patrols flying
out of naval air stations were identified by the name
of their parent station, and were under the command
of the station’s commanding officer. The NBG was
formed in 1918 in order to concentrate on the destruc-
tion of German submarines and their support facilities
in Belgium. The Night Wing was composed of Navy
squadrons flying the Italian Caproni multi-engine
bomber. Headquarters of the Night Wing and Navy
Squadrons 1 and 2 were based at St. Inglebert, France.
Four additional Navy squadrons were planned. The
Day Wing was ultimately composed of four U.S.
Marine Corps squadrons flying the DH-4 and DH-9
bombing aircraft. The Day Wing operated from sta-
tions at Oye, France (Squadrons 7 and 8) and Le
Frene, France (Squadrons 9 and 10).

Because the NBG received personnel prior to the ar-
rival of its aircraft, pilots, observers and ground per-
sonnel were assigned to the following British
squadrons: Number 214 Handley-Page night bombing
squadron, Number 217 and 218 day bombing
squadrons, and Number 213 Chasse Squadron. One
pilot, Lieutenant (jg) David S. Ingalls (later Assistant
Secretary of the Navy for Aeronautics), while attached
to No. 213 Squadron, RAF, between 9 August and 3
October 1918, shot down four enemy aircraft and one
observation balloon, thus becoming the first Navy
“ace.™s8

World War | Summary

BY THE END OF THE WAR, A TRIUMPH in indus-
trial organization had been achieved in this country
that almost equaled the military victory over the
Germans. Naval patrol aviation grew from a fledgling
detachment of only 38 aviators to 1,656 trained pilots
by the end of hostilities, with another 5,070 under in-
struction, and 2,107 aircraft on hand.® But the victory
and growth of Naval Aviation did not come without its
price. Thirty-six naval officers and 86 enlisted aviation
personnel in Europe had been Kkilled in ground acci-
dents, crashes, or were listed as missing in action. In
the eastern Atlantic patrols off the coast of the U.S., 38
naval officers, and 48 enlisted personnel were listed as
missing on patrol or killed in accidents.*®

38 Commander Northern Bombing Group letter to Commander
U.S. Naval Aviation Forces in France, HQ-702, of 3 Dec 1918, record
group 26N, National Archives.

39 Sitz: p 11.

40 Sitz: p 11.

On the credit side of the ledger, Navy patrol aircraft
in France had escorted 477 convoys, flying over 9,960
hours on patrols. Between June 1918 and the
armistice, Navy pilots of the Northern Bombing Group
had dropped over 141,854 pounds of bombs on
enemy positions.** The Navy patrol/bombing group at
Porto Corsini conducted 745 combat operations flights
during this period, with no casualties from combat.
The British base at Killingholme conducted over 233
patrols; and the Irish bases at Wexford, Lough Foyle
and Whiddy Island conducted over 380 patrols under
the most difficult weather conditions. Nine U.S. bases
reported a total of 19,019 hours flown on patrols by
the end of the war-approximately 4,755 four-hour pa-
trols compared to the 3,103 patrols conducted in the
European Theater during this same period.*?

The raw numbers involved in describing the activi-
ties of the patrol squadrons during the war do not do
justice to their importance nearly as well as a brief
summary from Franklin D. Roosevelt, Assistant
Secretary of the Navy, near the close of the conflict: “I
had but to examine the weekly charts of German sub-
marine operations to realize how much our aviators
were doing to make these waters safe. To the men en-
gaged in these duties, whether on land or actually
flying, there came few of the thrills of actual war, but
they will always have the deep satisfaction of knowing
that their work, though silent, counted much in the
winning of the war. | venture to predict that when the
records of the German naval activities become avail-
able, we will find that the enemy also recognized the
importance of the American Navy in the air as well as
on the sea.”

While Naval patrol aviation had emerged from
World War | as a force tested in combat, its battles in
the next decade would be fought in the halls of
Congress, within the ranks of the old line Navy and
with its inter-service rival, the U.S. Army Air Corps.

Post War Doldrums and the
Ferment of the Twenties

THE CONCLUSION OF THE “War to End All Wars”
was greeted by the American public with a great sigh
of relief and a determination to get back to business.
“Getting back to business” for most Americans in 1919
meant exactly that-the business of making money, not
spending it on European troubles of little consequence
to this side of the Atlantic. The manufacturing estab-

41 Cohen, p.249, and Commander, N. Bombing Group ltr. dtd. 18
DEC 1918, p.21.

42 Mathews, pp 65-211.

43 Franklin D. Roosevelt, Asst. Secretary of the Navy, published
statement, dtd. August 28, 1919. Naval Aviation Branch archives,
Box #1663.
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lishment that had helped to bring about the end of the
war abruptly shifted gears to begin peacetime produc-
tion of goods and services for civilian consumption.
There was little interest in Congress, and even less
among the electorate in the maintenance of an up-to-
date military establishment. Just as the Navy had been
required to operate its rusting fleet of ironclads for 25
years after the Civil War, that same Navy was now re-
quired to keep its aging F-5L and H-16 seaplanes
flying long past their prime. The National Defense Act
of 1920 which required the Army and Navy to coordi-
nate their plans for military production did nothing to
rescue the ship building and aircraft industries, whose
business base collapsed at the end of World War 1. In
fiscal year 1919 the defense appropriation for the Navy
was $2,002,311,000. By FY 1922 the Navy budget had
been cut 76.2 percent to $476,775,000. The FY 1920
budget for Naval Aviation was $20 million, reduced by
FY 1921 to less than $7 million.*# Only two of the
seven aircraft manufacturers supplying military aircraft
during the war were still in business by 1921.

Patrol aviation and aviation in general faced consid-
erable integration problems within the Navy. Despite
the radical military cutbacks and retrenchments after
World War 1, a handful of visionaries strove to keep
the pioneering spirit of aviation in the Navy alive. In
1914 Glenn H. Curtiss had constructed a transatlantic
flying boat, America, for Lewis Rodman Wanamaker.
Although the outbreak of World War | prevented
Wanamaker from using the huge flying boat for the
first transatlantic attempt, the design led to develop-
ment and construction of four NC series aircraft in
August 1917. The first, NC-1, was finished and test
flown by October 1918. Commander John H. Towers
proposed using the aircraft for a transatlantic flight
during a meeting with CNO in the spring of 1919.
Secretary of the Navy Daniels agreed after hearing the
proposal, and put Towers in charge of the newly
formed Seaplane Division One. The attempt at a
transatlantic flight began on 8 May 1919, departing
from NAS Rockaway, N.Y. Problems soon arose, and
NC-2 had to be cannibalized for parts for the other air-
craft of the Division. Pilots of the remaining aircraft
were: NC-1, Lieutenant Commander Patrick N. L.
Bellinger; NC-3, Commander Towers; and NC-4,
Lieutenant Commander Albert C. Read. Seaplane
Division One departed from Trepassey Bay,
Newfoundland, on 16 May bound for Plymouth,
England. NC-1 landed short of the first stop in the
Azores and sank shortly after the crew was rescued.
NC-3 also landed short of the Azores, but managed to
taxi to its destination, Porta Delgada, Azores. NC-4
made it all the way, continuing a few days later to
Lisbon, Portugal, finally arriving at Plymouth on 31

4 Paolo E. Coletta, “Creating the U.S. Bureau of Aeronautics,” The
American Neptune, Vol. 50, No. 1 (Winter 1990): 51.

May.*> The flight of NC-4 served to bring Navy avia-
tion into public attention and earned a higher place
for aviation in U.S. Navy hierarchy. The feat was not
rivaled in the eyes of the public until Lindbergh’s solo
flight in 1927.

The post World War | problems of reduction in mili-
tary expenditures and the conservatism of Navy and
Army leaders to maintain the status quo of its organi-
zations without accommodating the growing demands
for an air arm, in both the Navy and Army, led to
some unhappy times. The situation in the Army actu-
ally became more acute than in the Navy and it left
behind a heritage of bitterness that lasted for a long
time. The same problems that existed in the Army
were also present in the Navy. These aviation prob-
lems included lack of rank, of promotional difficulties,
control of funds and policies by non-aviators, and cur-
tailed plans for expansion. Similar attitudes existed
among some senior officers in both the Army and
Navy. “The ground officers of the General Staff had
their counter-part in certain of the so-called battleship
admirals.”® However, the main difference between
these two groups was the Navy never had any desire
to develop a strategic bombing force.

The Navy managed to prevent a real explosion of
differences that developed in the Army as a result of
General “Billy” Mitchell’s concept of air superiority. In
the Navy, “the liberal attitude of the General Board,
the support given aviation by key men in the fleet and
in the Department like Admirals Fiske, Taylor, Sims,
Fullam, Winterhalter, Badger, and many others, offset
the intransigeance of the Straussses, the Bensons, and
the Wainwrights and prevented the development of
lasting bitterness among the aviators, while the politi-
cal sense and ability of Moffett and his colleagues in
the Bureau of Aeronautics prevented the excesses with
which their colleagues in the sister service exacerbated
relations with their superiors.”’ Aviators in the Navy
managed to be modest in their goals and aspirations
and attempted to be one cog in the wheel and not the
central hub.

The Navy was able to gradually, although at times
painfully, evolve an organization to administer aviation
forces afloat and ashore. The passage of time eventu-
ally produced a closely integrated surface and air fleet.
Problems existed but they were usually kept out of
public view and did not explode into open bitterness
among factions within the Navy. Much of this credit
must be given to Admiral Moffett, who was a shrewd
politician and able to gain his ends peaceably within
the Navy.

45 John M. Lindley, “Wings Over the Ocean: A History of Sea-Air
Aviation,” Naval Aviation News, July 1977-December 1978: 33-35.

46 U.S. Naval Administrative Histories of World War II, Office of
the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Air), “The History of Naval
Aviation 1898-1939,” p. 1034.

47 1bid., p 1035.
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The early and mid 1920s produced a period of fer-
ment for aviation not only within the Navy but be-
tween the Navy and Army regarding control of avia-
tion assets. However, because important elements had
already been introduced in the Navy to weave aviation
into its operations the integration of aviation moved
along a smoother road. Air had been recognized as a
coordinate type command in the fleet under each of
the chief fleet commands. Command posts had been
assured to aviators at naval air stations and over two-
thirds of the aeronautic “bureaucrats” had to qualify as
aviators or observers. Aviation became an integral part
of the fleet and was about to prove its value in the
fleet problems of the late 1920s and 1930s. It was the
studies at the Naval War College games whereby more
and more commanders gained a new appreciation of
aviation’s potentialities.

While the debate over unification of airpower sim-
mered on in the halls of Congress over the next few
years, the Navy continued on with its incorporation of
patrol aviation into the fleet. On 17 June 1922, the
practice of numbering aircraft squadrons to conform to
the number of the ship squadrons they served, was of-
ficially changed to a system of numbering all
squadrons serially by class in the order in which they
were initially authorized. The use of letter abbrevia-
tions to indicate mission was also adopted. Fleet avia-
tion commands were redesignated Aircraft Squadrons
of the Scouting and Battle Fleets. In conformance with

this reorganization, VP-1 was established on 4 March
1922, at NAS San Diego, Calif., as a utility squadron of
six patrol airplanes (F-5L), under Aircraft Squadrons,
Battle Fleet. This marked the first formal designation
of a heavier-than-air patrol squadron (VP) in the U.S.
Navy.*® A further reorganization on 29 May 1924,
added Naval Coast Defense Forces, with patrol
squadrons assigned to each region: Chesapeake Bay
Region, NAS Hampton Roads, VP-6 (two F-5L); San
Diego Region, NAS San Diego, VP-1 (two F-5L);
Panama Canal Zone Region, NAS Coco Solo, VP-10
(six F-5L and H-16); and Hawaii Region, NAS Pearl
Harbor, VP-14 (two F-5L).4°

Despite the contentious intraservice bickering over
the next decade, the future of naval patrol aviation
had been secured. While the buildup and moderniza-
tion of patrol squadrons was slow between the world
wars, it was a steady progression guided by seasoned
professional aviators. The heroic deeds of the many
members of this community over the next 75 years of
service could fill many volumes. To give credit to this
aviation community, without writing volumes of his-
torical work, the stories of these dedicated patrol avia-
tion personnel can be seen in the composite histories
of their squadrons beginning in Chapter Three.

48 CNO, “Naval Aeronautic Organization for FY1923,” CNO Order
26983, 17 June 1922.

49 CNO, “Naval Aeronautic Organization for FY1925,” CNO Order
s.c. 111-78:1, 29 May 1924.
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CHAPTER 2

Guidelines for Navy Aviation
Squadron Lineage and Insignia

THE LINEAGE OF NAVY AVIATION squadrons has
been a source of confusion since the advent of the
squadron concept after World War 1. Much of this con-
fusion arose because of the terminology used by the
Navy; the lack of a consistent policy in selecting al-
phanumeric squadron designations; the reuse of letter
and numeric designations; the many establishments, re-
designations and  disestablishments of aviation
squadrons; and the use of the same insignia by different
squadrons. Naval aviation insignia is a modern form of
heraldry that dates back to the early period of Naval
Aviation in the 1920s and captures many proud mo-
ments of its history. This practice fosters a sense of
pride, unit cohesion and contributes to high morale, es-
prit de corps and professionalism within the naval avia-
tion community. It also serves as an effective means of
preserving a command’s tradition, continuity of purpose
and recognition, as traced by the squadron’s lineage.
The following terms are essential in developing an
understanding of how lineage is determined:

Establishment: A squadron’s lineage and history be-
gins on the date it is established and assigned a letter
and number designation, such as VP-46. In the past
the terms commission and decommission have been
incorrectly used interchangeably with establishment
and disestablishment, resulting in additional confusion
regarding squadron lineage. These terms should not
be used interchangeably and should not be connected
with each other. Commission and decommission refer
only to ships. They do not refer to squadrons because
squadrons do not receive commissioning pennants
when they are established.

Redesignation: A squadron’s function may be
changed from time to time due to changes in technol-
ogy or mission requirements. As an example, a
squadron such as VP-1, established as Bombing
Squadron 128 (VB-128) during World War Il, under-
went the following redesignations: Patrol Bombing
Squadron 128 (VPB-128), Patrol Squadron 128 (VP-
128), Medium Patrol Squadron (landplane) 1(VP-ML-1)
and then to Patrol Squadron 1(VP-1). These redesigna-
tions involved changes in the squadron’s mission as
well as the type of aircraft assigned to the squadron.

13

Deactivation: This term means the squadron’s per-
sonnel and equipment are all reassigned and it is
placed on an inactive status list. The squadron desig-
nation remains on a record of inactive squadrons until
it is reactivated and becomes an active operating unit
once again.

Reactivation: A squadron may be reactivated from
the inactive list and placed back in active operational
service with new personnel and equipment. When this
occurs, the squadron can only be reactivated using the
last designation it was assigned prior to deactivation.
The history of this reactivated squadron may be traced
using the lineage of the squadron prior to its deactiva-
tion. A squadron cannot be deactivated and reacti-
vated the same day or activated and redesignated on
the same day.

Under current Navy policy for squadron designations
and lineage, as set forth by CNO’s OPNAV Instruction
5030.4E of 19 March 1998, once a squadron letter and
number have been assigned to a squadron, that letter
and number combination can never be assigned to an-
other squadron. As an example, if VP-5, a currently ac-
tive squadron, were to be deactivated none of the
squadron’s designations in its lineage could be used as
a designation for the establishment of a new squadron.
That means the following designations in VP-5's lin-
eage could never be used to establish a new squadron:
VP-17F, VP-17, VP-42, VB-135, VPB-135, VP-135, VP-
ML-5 and VP-5. VP-5, if deactivated, could be reacti-
vated and placed in an operational status but all the
former designations in VP-5's lineage will always be as-
sociated with only VP-5. Hence, the letter and number
combinations of VP-17F, VP-17, VP-42, VB-135, VPB-
135, VP-135 and VP-ML-5 may never be used again by
any squadron other than VP-5.

Historically, confusion has reigned regarding
squadrons that have been assigned the same designa-
tion. As an example, since the squadron concept was
established in the early 1920s there have been five
separate squadrons assigned the VP-1 designation.
Hence, when one speaks of VP-1 you have to ask
what time frame in order to identify the correct
squadron. Due to the confusion resulting from the use
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of the same designation time after time, with no lin-
eage connection between these squadrons, the new
set of guidelines, referenced in the above paragraph,
were developed to end the lineage and insignia confu-
sion. After 1998, when a squadron is deactivated its
designation and approved insignia will be placed on
the inactive list. The lineage and insignia of the
squadron is retired and remains with the history of
that deactivated squadron. A newly established
squadron cannot adopt the insignia of a deactivated
unit. A squadron that is reactivated will use the in-
signia it had approved for use prior to its deactivation.
The records for inactive or deactivated squadrons are
maintained by the Director, Air Warfare’s Assistant for
Aviation History  and Publications  (N88H).
Establishment, redesignation or activation of any

squadron by any Navy aviation command will be
cleared through (N88H) for consistency with the his-
torical record. Insignia proposals for newly established
squadrons also will be cleared through (N88H) in ac-
cordance with OPNAV Instruction 5030.4E.

The policy regarding activation or deactivation only
applies to squadrons listed in enclosure (2) of OPNAV
Instruction 5030.4E. Any squadron designations that
were disestablished prior to 19 March 1998 may not be
considered for reactivation. Reactivation only applies
to those squadrons listed in enclosure (2) or estab-
lished as new squadrons after 19 March 1998.

The old policy regarding squadron lineage was pub-
lished in Appendix 5 of the Dictionary of American
Naval Aviation Squadron, Volume 1, The History of VA,
VAH, VAK, VAL, VAP and VFA Squadrons.

Patrol Wing One insignia.






CHAPTER 3

Patrol Squadron (VP) Histories
VP-1 to VP-153

First VP-1

Lineage

Established as Seaplane Patrol Squadron ONE (VP-1)
circa late 1921, the first squadron to be assigned the
VP-1 designation.

Disestablished circa July 1922.

Squadron Insignia and Nickname
None on record.

Chronology of Significant Events

16 Jan 1922: VP-1 started the annual bombing exer-
cises with eight officers and five Naval Aviation Pilots
(NAPS, enlisted pilots). The squadron was supported
by seaplane tenders Aroostook (CM 3) and Gannet (AM
41). The squadron also conducted mail flights between
San Diego, Calif., and the fleet at San Pedro, Calif.

20 Jan 1922: Squadron aircraft flew Rear Admiral
John K. Robison, Chief of the Bureau of Engineering,
to San Pedro for a visit to the fleet.

23 Jan-3 Feb 1922: Squadron aircraft were as-
signed the responsibility for torpedo recovery for
Submarine Division 9.

13 Feb 1922: VP-1 aircraft operated with California
(BB 44) photographing gunfire.

6 Jul 1922: Squadron aircraft rescued five fishermen
whose boat had caught fire and sunk off the coast of
San Diego.

Jul 1922: VP-1 was disestablished at NAS San
Diego, Calif. Personnel and equipment were used to
form the nucleus of Torpedo and Bombing Plane
Squadron 2 (VT-2).

Home Port Assignments

Location
NAS San Diego, Calif.

Date of Assignment
Circa late 1921
Commanding Officers

Date Assumed Command

LCDR Robert A. Burg 5 May 1922

Aircraft Assignment

Type of Aircraft Date Type First Received

Major Overseas Deployments

Date of Date of
Departure Return Wing
None.

An F-5L with a Tennessee class battleship in the background, possibly
California (BB 44). VP-1 provided gunfire support to California in 1922.

F-5L Circa late 1921
N-9 Apr 1922
Base of Type of Area of
Operations Aircraft Operations
Wing Assignments
Wing Assignment Date

15

Circa late 1921
Jul 1922

Pacific Fleet, Air Squadrons
Aircraft Squadrons, Battle Fleet

Unit Awards Received

Unit Award
None on record.

Inclusive Date Covering Unit Award
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Second VP-1

Lineage

Established as Patrol Squadron ONE (VP-1) on 29
May 1924, the second squadron to be assigned the VP-
1 designation.

Removed from the Naval Aeronautic Organization
on 3 May 1926.

Squadron Insignia and Nickname
None on record.

Chronology of Significant Events

29 May 1924: VP-1 was established under the oper-
ational control of Naval Coast Defense Forces, San
Diego Region. The squadron was designated as a pa-
trol squadron flying two F-5L seaplanes. VP-1 was
given the patrol squadron designation by Chief of
Naval Operations in the “Naval Aeronautic
Organization for Fiscal Year 1925” letter (serial no.
111-78:1). The new designation placed it under the
Naval Coast Defense Forces, San Diego Region, to
“...endeavor to improve cooperation between aircraft,
destroyers and submarines based at San Diego.”

1 May 1925: VP-1 participated in exercises against
the fleet at Oahu.

29 May 1925: Operational control over the
squadron shifted during the reorganization of patrol
squadrons, placing VP-1 under Aircraft Squadrons,

Convoy and Patrol, Pacific. Although no documenta-
tion can be found that clarifies the status of the
squadron during this period, evidence suggests that
VP-1 remained at NAS Pearl Harbor after the exercises
in early May 1925. Its assets and personnel may have
been incorporated into VP-14 during this time period,
because the aging F-5L seaplanes flown by both
squadrons were being taken out of service and re-
placed by new SC seaplanes. Budget restrictions and
limited production deliveries of new aircraft may have
prompted this merger.

3 May 1926: VP-1 does not appear on “Naval
Aeronautic Organization for Fiscal Year 1927.” The
squadron was supplanted by the naval base training
command squadron VN-1. There is no official date for
the squadron’s disestablishment.

Home Port Assignments

Location Date of Assignment
NAS San Diego, Calif. 29 May 1924
NAS Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 1 July 1925

Commanding Officers
Date Assumed Command
Unknown
Aircraft Assignment

Type of Aircraft Date Type First Received
F-5L May 1924

Major Overseas Deployments

Date of Date of
Departure Return Wing
None.

An F-5L taxing.

Base of Type of Area of
Operations

Aircraft Operations

Wing Assignments

Wing Assignment Date
Naval Coast Defense

Forces, San Diego Region 29 May 1924
Aircraft Squadrons,

Convoy & Patrol, Pacific 29 May 1925

Unit Awards Received

Unit Award
None on record.

Inclusive Date Covering Unit Award
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Fifth VP-1

Lineage

Established as Bombing Squadron ONE HUNDRED
TWENTY EIGHT (VB-128) on 15 February 1943.

Redesignated Patrol Bombing Squadron ONE HUN-
DRED TWENTY EIGHT (VPB-128) 1 October 1944.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron ONE HUNDRED
TWENTY EIGHT (VP-128) on 15 May 1946.

Redesignated Medium Patrol Squadron (Landplane)
ONE (VP-ML-1) on 15 November 1946.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron ONE (VP-1) on 1
September 1948, the fifth squadron to be assigned the
VP-1 designation.

Squadron Insignia and Nickname

The squadron insignia, approved by CNO on 12
April 1943, depicted the “Captain Marvel” figure of

The squadron’s first insignia approved in 1943.

comic book fame, with bomb in hand like a football
ready to throw. Captain Marvel had the power to con-
vert himself from a
boy to a gigantic
man, symbolizing
the squadron’s belief
that future battles
would separate the
boys from the men.
It also represented
the importance of
the “man behind the
machine” in all

The second insignia used by the squadron ~ Phases of a success-

ful bombing mission. Colors: background, blue and
white U.S. star insignia; body of Captain Marvel, red
with yellow cuffs, belt, chest design and boots; face
and hands flesh color; hair, black; scarf, white with
yellow border and tie; and bomb, black with red nose
and tail.

The Captain Marvel insignia continued in use fol-
lowing VB-128’s redesignation to VPB-128 in 1944, VP-
128 in 1946, VP-ML-1 in 1946 and VP-1 in 1948.

The Captain Marvel insignia was dropped from use
on 3 March 1949. A new design was submitted and ap-
proved by CNO on 14 March 1949. Although official
records on this design are not present in the files, a
black and white photograph from a cruise book shows
a circular patch, globe central encircled by a chain, sur-
mounted by a winged turtle. Inscribed inside the patch
at the bottom were the letters Patrol Squadron One.

A replacement design for the “turtle” patch was sub-
mitted on 12 June 1958 and was officially approved by
CNO on 22 July 1958. It was a circular patch with an
eagle clutching a submarine on top of a globe encircled

In the squadron’s third insignia The squadron’s current insignia,
the flying turtle was replaced by approved in 1985, continued to
an eagle. use the eagle as the primary theme.

by a single strand of chain with the words “Patron One”
located at the bottom of the circular insignia. The in-
signia commemorated the first around-the-world flight
by a patrol aircraft (symbolized by the globe-encircling
chain), a feat accomplished by VP-1 in May 1955.
Colors for the insignia were Navy blue background;
eagle, yellow with white head; globe and oceans, blue
with white continents; anchor surrounding globe, yel-
low; submarine, silver with red trim topside; trim
around patch, red; and letters of “Patron One,” yellow.

The fourth VP-1 squadron insignia was approved by
CNO on 17 January 1985. It was a circular patch with
a central figure of a soaring eagle; the nickname
“Screaming Eagles” appeared in the upper banner and
“Patron One” in the lower banner. Colors of the top
half of the background were tan, bottom half orange-
brown; and the eagle’s body, brown with white head.
All letters were yellow with black outlines.

Nickname: Fleet's Finest, 1955-1985.

Screaming Eagles, 1985—present.
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Chronology of Significant Events

15 Feb 1943: VB-128 was established at Deland,
Fla., under the operational control of FAW-12. Aircrew
and aircraft shakedown was incorporated with ASW
training in coastal Florida waters over a period of ap-
proximately two weeks.

12 May 1943: A seven-aircraft detachment of PV-1
Venturas was sent to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, for con-
voy coverage. The remainder of the squadron contin-
ued training at Boca Chica, Fla.

17 May 1943: The remainder of the squadron, five
PV-1s, was sent to Floyd Bennett Field, N.Y., to pro-
vide coastal convoy protection. They were rejoined by
the detachment from Guantanamo on 24 May 1943.

7 Aug 1943: A U-boat was encountered on the sur-
face 300 miles off Norfolk by one of the squadron air-
craft. In the ensuing attack, the Ventura was shot
down with the loss of all hands after damaging the U-
boat.

23 Aug 1943: The squadron was relocated to
Reykjavik, Iceland, under the operational control of
FAW-7, to assist in antisubmarine convoy patrols in co-
operation with British controllers of the RAF Coastal
Command.

4 Oct 1943: The squadron made its first confirmed
U-boat kill, sinking U-279, commanded by
Oberleutenant Otto Finke. The submarine was caught
on the surface off the southwest coast of Iceland and
sunk by bombs from a Ventura flown by Lieutenant
Charles L. Westhofen. None of the 48 crewmen sur-
vived the attack.

19 Dec 1943: The squadron and all support person-
nel were relocated to San Juan, P.R., under the opera-
tional control of FAW-11, for refit of the squadron air-
craft with rockets and training in the use of this new
form of air-to-surface ordnance. Aircraft were sent in
rotation to Boca Chica, Fla., for mounting of rocket

The squadron’s first aircraft was the PV-1. This photo shows a PV-1
at San Juan, P.R., with a collapsed tail wheel, 21 March 1944, 80-G-
411758 (Courtesy Captain Jerry Mason, USN).

launcher rails. Outfitting was completed by 11 May
1944, and routine antisubmarine patrols commenced
from Ensenada Honda, P.R., until 1 June 1944,

26 Sep 1944 After returning to NAS Norfolk for a
period of crew leave, and a short spell of ASW train-
ing at NAS New York, the squadron personnel and as-
sets were transshipped to NAS Alameda, Calif.,
preparatory to assignment overseas.

6 Oct 1944: VPB-128 personnel and assets were en
route to NAS Kaneohe, Hawaii, arriving on the 13th.
Training commenced immediately, with half of the
squadron rotating to Midway for weather patrols every
three weeks.

21 Dec 1944: VPB-128 personnel and assets were
transferred to Owi Island in the South Pacific, under
the operational control of FAW-17. On 3 January 1945,
the squadron’s new PV-1 Ventura aircraft were given
to other squadrons as replacement aircraft. VPB-128
personnel were put on standby.

28 Feb 1945: New PV-1 Venturas were received and
the squadron was transferred to a base on Guiuan,
Samar, Philippines. Antishipping searches and convoy
cover patrols were run on a daily basis from this base.

18 Mar 1945: During an attack on shipping in inlets
along the Davao Gulf, Philippines, squadron aircraft
flown by Lieutenants Dorrington and Snyder sank one
Japanese midget submarine and damaged another.

22 Mar 1945: Repeating the success of four days
earlier, an attack by squadron aircraft on the wharf at
Cebu City, Philippines, resulted in the sinking of one
Japanese midget submarine with rockets. The
squadron PV-1s involved in the attack were flown by
Lieutenants Hall and Tepuni. Immediately following
the attack Tepuni’s aircraft was shot down by AA fire
and the entire crew was lost.

29 Mar 1945: VPB-128 was relocated to Tacloban,
Leyte. Antishipping patrols and convoy coverage were
the squadron’s main responsibilities until transferred to
Puerta Princessa, Palawan, on 6 April 1945.

28 Apr 1945: VPB-128 switched to land target at-
tacks exclusively, striking sites selected by the US
Army. Targets included sites on Itu Aba Island;
Brooketon, Marua Island; Brunei, Kudat, Seria, and
Tagai Town, Borneo.

21 Jun 1945: The squadron was transferred to
Tinian Island, under the operational control of FAW-1,
where it conducted daily search patrols while rotating
crews for local R & R. By 19 September 1945, the sur-
render of Japanese forces made daily search patrols
unnecessary. From 30 October 1945 on, the squadron
conducted four flights daily to Pagan for meteorologi-
cal reports.

15 May 1946: On this date the squadron was oper-
ating from Okinawa, under the operational control of
FAW-1, when it was redesignated.

Mar 1947: VP-ML-1 moved to NAS San Diego, Calif.
Over the next nine months the squadron transitioned
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A squadron P2V-5 (P-2) Neptune in flight over Japan, 12 September 1952.

to the P2V-2 Neptune, a long-range, twin-engine, land-
based patrol aircraft.

13 Jan 1948: VP-ML-1 was given a permanent
change of station to NAS Whidbey Island, Wash.
Frequent deployments would be made from this loca-
tion to bases in Alaska, Japan, Vietham and the
Philippines.

7 Aug 1950: On 25 June 1950, the North Koreans in-
vaded South Korea. On 30 June President Truman autho-
rized U.S. military forces to deploy to repel the aggres-
sors. VP-1 deployed to WestPac under the operational
control of FAW-1 (TG 70.6), beginning combat operations
from Naha AFB, Okinawa, on 19 August 1950. The
squadron’s primary duty was patrolling the sea lanes of
the Formosa Straits for enemy resupply vessels.

Apr 1951: VP-1 returned to the combat zone in
Korea for its second tour, based at Naha AFB,
Okinawa. The squadron’s primary patrol areas were
the waters off the Korean coastline.

29 Mar 1952: The squadron conducted its third de-
ployment to the Korean combat zone, based at Naha
AFB, Okinawa. Patrol duties were resumed as in the
two previous tours.

27 May 1953: The fourth and final tour in the
Korean combat zone for VP-1 occurred at the end of
the Korean War. The squadron arrived at Naha AFB
two months to the day before the signing of an

armistice at Panmunjom on 27
July 1953.

5 May 1955: VP-1 returned
to NAS Whidbey lIsland, Wash.,
the first patrol squadron to
complete an around-the-world
flight. The squadron had de-
parted the continental U.S. on
21 April 1955. In 1946 a single
U.S. Navy P2V-1 Neptune, the
“Truculent Turtle,” had flown
halfway around the world
(11,236 miles) nonstop from
Perth, Australia, to Columbus,
Ohio, demonstrating the long-
distance capability of the new
patrol aircraft. The May 1955
event demonstrated the Navy’s
ability to deploy quickly with
an entire land-based Neptune-
equipped squadron to virtually
any spot on the globe.
Politically, it bolstered the
Navy’s claims to strategic air-
power in the face of continuing
U.S. Air Force demands for
control over all land-based air-
power. The successful comple-
tion of the flight served to pre-
serve the land-based patrol
squadrons of the Navy in the face of Congressional
calls for post-Korean War defense cutbacks. The
record-breaking flight was incorporated into the new
squadron patch with a chain encircling the globe to
symbolize the feat.

1956: The squadron was deployed to the island of
Kwajalein for a period of three months to monitor the
radiation in the aftermath of nuclear testing in a pro-
ject called Operation Redwing.

7 Oct 1964: VP-1 was deployed to MCAS Iwakuni,
Japan, for ASW and shipping reconnaissance off the
coasts of Vietnam and in the Gulf of Tonkin. A detach-
ment was maintained at NAF Tan Son Nhut and Da
Nang. The squadron returned to NAS Whidbey Island
on 1 April 1965.

13 Feb 1966: VP-1 relieved VP-22 at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, with a seven aircraft detachment at
NAF Tan Son Nhut Air Base in the Republic of
Vietnam in support of Operation Market Time. The
primary objective of the Market Time coastal patrol
was to prevent seaborne delivery of supplies and mu-
nitions to the enemy. The patrols were a joint U.S.-
South Vietnamese effort established on 11 March 1965.
VP-1 became the first patrol squadron to suffer casual-
ties in the Vietnam conflict when the Tan Son Nhut Air
Base was attacked on 13 April 1966. During this attack
one squadron member was killed and five others
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A squadron SP-2H flying over several junks during Market Time pa-
trols off the coast of South Vietham.

wounded, and five of the detachment aircraft were
damaged. The squadron returned to NAS Whidbey
Island on 6 August 1966, after a six and a half-month
tour, four months of which was in the combat zone.

6 May 1967: VP-1 returned to WestPac to NS
Sangley Point, R.P., with a detachment at NAF Cam
Rahn Bay. It was the first squadron to operate full time
out of the new Naval Air Facility at Cam Ranh Bay,
Republic of Vietnam.

15 Dec 1967: Squadron SP-2H aircraft, number YB-
2, operating from Annette, Alaska, was lost over
Alaskan waters during a patrol while tracking Soviet
submarines. No trace of crew or aircraft was ever
found.

15 Aug 1968: VP-1 returned to NS Sangley Point,
with a detachment at NAF Cam Ranh Bay. This de-
ployment marked the last time the squadron would
deploy with the SP-2H Neptune to a combat zone.

July 1969: The squadron received it first P-3B
Orion as a replacement for its SP-2H Neptunes. VP-1
was the last fleet squadron to transition from the
Neptune to the Orion. Transition to the new aircraft
was completed by 1 October 1969. By that time, VP-1
was the last patrol squadron at NAS Whidbey Island,
Wash.

Oct 1969: VP-1 was nominated for deactivation dur-
ing a congressionally mandated review of bases and
units that could be shut down to curtail rising DoD ex-
penses from the increasing costs of the Vietnam
conflict. The squadron was placed in standdown sta-
tus, and action to curtail personnel inputs to the
squadron had began. In December 1969, CNO made
the decision to retain VP-1 and relocate the squadron
to NAS Barbers Point, Hawaii.

1 Feb 1970: The squadron conducted its WestPac
deployment to MCAS lwakuni, with detachments at U-
Tapao, Thailand; NAF Tan Son Nhut, RVN; and NAF
Cam Rahn Bay, RVN.

1 Apr 1971: VP-1 deployed to Sangley Point, R.P.,
with a detachment operating at NAF Cam Ranh Bay,
RVN. Detachment A of VP-1 completed the deploy-

ment at NAS Cubi Point, R.P., the first patrol squadron
to operate from that facility after the base closure at
Sangley Point on 25 May 1971.

1 Nov 1972: VP-1 deployed to NAS Cubi Point, R.P.,
with the new DIFAR (Directional Low Frequency
Analysis and Recording ) equipped P-3B Orion. A de-
tachment of six aircraft was maintained at U-Tapao,
Thailand. This would be the squadron’s last deploy-
ment to the combat zone during the Vietnam conflict.

10 Dec 1976: The squadron deployed a detachment
of aircraft to NAS Agana, Guam, rotating detachments
between NAS Agana and NAS Barber’s Point. This
marked the last occasion that a P-3B baseline aircraft
deployed to WestPac with an active fleet squadron.

July 1978: Three VP-1 crews fired the last Bullpup
(AGM-12) missiles during runs on practice targets. The
practice firings were the last by Navy patrol aircraft, as
the missile was removed that month from the Navy’s
inventory.

July 1979: VP-1 transferred to NAS Moffett Field,
Calif., for transition to the P-3B TAC/NAV MOD aircraft
with more powerful engines and improved avionics,
completing transition and crew training in November
1979. The last P-3B baseline aircraft was replaced in
January 1980.

Feb 1980: VP-1 and VP-26 provided detachments
on 30-day rotations to the NAS Diego Garcia, B.1.O.T.,
due to the Iranian Hostage crisis.

9 May 1980: The squadron deployed to NAS Cubi
Point, R.P., continuing to maintain a three aircraft de-
tachment at NAS Diego Garcia. During this period the
squadron was heavily involved in location and rescue
of Vietnamese refugee vessels carrying over 4,000
refugees. The squadron received a Humanitarian
Service Medal for operations during this deployment,
and the Navy Expeditionary Medal for the Iranian cri-
Sis.

27 Mar 1982: Implementation of IRDS/HACLS
modifications to the P-3B Orions in the squadron was
undertaken at NAS Alameda, Calif., adding infrared de-

A VP-1 P-3B on approach for a landing at NAS Moffett Field in June
1982. (Courtesy Rick R. Burgress Collection via Michael Grove).
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tection and Harpoon missile launch capability to the
aircraft. Aircraft to be modified were shuttled by their
crews between NAS Alameda and NAS Barber’s Point.

17 May 1983: A squadron P-3B (BuNo. 152733)
made a wheels-up landing at NAS Barbers Point,
Hawaii, due to pilot error, ending a 14-year record of
over 101,000 hours of accident-free flying.

16 Jun 1983: A VP-1 P-3B (BuNo. 152720) crashed
into a mountain on Kauai, Hawaii, killing all 14 crew
members. The inquiry into the causes for the two
crashes that followed resulted in the relieving of both
the squadron commanding officer and the executive
officer.

8 Jul 1983: The Japanese Maritime Self Defense
Force Detachment 18 arrived at Barber's Point for a
month of training with U.S. forces. VP-1 served as the
host squadron for the Japanese, providing mainte-
nance and administrative support.

Oct 1984: VP-1 received its first P-3C MOD aircraft
from VP-30 as replacement for the squadron’s older P-
3B MOD airframes. The P-3C MOD had many
retrofitted features that had already been introduced in
later production series airframes of the P-3C Ul
through P-3C UIII.

14 Aug 1990: Within 72 hours of notification, VP-1
completed redeployment to NAF Diego Garcia,
B.I.O.T., in support of operation Desert Shield in the
protection of Saudi Arabia against aggressor forces of
Iraq. Two detachments were maintained: four aircraft
and four aircrews at Masirah, Oman; and two aircraft,
two aircrews at Jeddah in Saudi Arabia.

Feb 1991: VP-1 began the transition from P-3C
MOD to P-3C Update Il aircraft, with training at NAS
Moffett Field, Calif. One-third of the aircrews were de-
tached at a time until transition was completed at the
end of July 1991. The new aircraft had an entirely new
underwater acoustic monitoring system, doubling the
number of sonobuoys that could be monitored con-
currently over earlier marks. Improvements in avion-
ics, computers (AN/AYA-8) and cooling systems were
added, in addition to a retractable forward-looking in-
frared turret under the chin.

Jun 1991: A detachment of two crews, two aircraft
and a maintenance crew were sent to Howard AFB,
Panama, C.Z., in support of the Joint Task Force in
Panama Law Enforcement Operations in Central
America. Operations were concluded in July 1991, and
the det returned to NAS Barber’s Point, Hawaii.

Oct 1991: A second detachment with identical as-
sets was sent to Howard AFB, Panama, C.Z., to con-
tinue support of the Law Enforcement Operations in
Central America. Operations were concluded in
November 1991, and the detachment returned to NAS
Barber’s Point.

10 Jan 1992: VP-1 deployed to NAS Adak, Alaska.
Several weeks into the deployment the squadron was
redeployed to three sites: one detachment at Eielson

AFB, Alaska; a second detachment at NAS Moffett
Field, Calif.; and a third detachment to Howard AFB,
Panama, C.Z., for counter-narcotics operations. The
latter detachment also conducted operations out of
Mexican air force facilities at Acapulco, Mexico, a first
for a U.S. Navy patrol squadron.

9 Nov 1994: VP-1 began a split deployment with a
detachment at NAF Kadena, Japan, and Misawa AFB,
Japan. Additional detachment sites in support of
Seventh Fleet operations included Guam, Korea,
Thailand, Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, Oman and
Saudi Arabia.

24 Apr 1996: The squadron commenced another
multisite deployment in the Indian Ocean and Arabian
Gulf, with detachments at Masirah, Oman; Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia; and Kadena, Okinawa. Two SAR mis-
sions during deployment in the gulf resulted in the lo-
cation and eventual rescue of crews on a disabled
Omani tugboat and a demolished Somali fishing boat.
The squadron provided escort and surveillance mis-
sions for the task force conducting Operation Desert
Strike in September, the Tomahawk Land Attack
Missile launchings against targets in lIraq. In
November, VP-1 flew the first live Maverick-armed
maritime patrol aircraft surveillance flights in the
Arabian Gulf.

Home Port Assignments

Location Date of Assignment
Floyd Bennett Field, N.Y. 17 May 1943
NAS Kaneohe, Hawaii 6 Oct 1944
Tinian Island 21 Jun 1945
Naha, Okinawa 15 May 1946
NAS Whidbey Island, Wash. 13 Jan 1948
NAS Barbers Point, Hawaii 30 Jun 1970
NAS Whidbey Island, Wash. Jul 1995

Commanding Officers

Date Assumed Command

LCDR Charles L. Westhofen 15 Feb 1943
LCDR Groome E. Marcus 1 Jan 1944
LCDR Jay B. Yakeley 4 Jun 1944
CDR James W. Lenney 19 Sep 1945
LCDR J. D. Seal 23 Nov 1946
LCDR W. W. Titsworth 17 Jul 1947
CDR 1. J. Heizer 1 Jan 1949
CDR J. B. Honan 8 Jul 1949
CDR William M. Ringness 15 Jan 1951
CDR I. E. Quillan 31 May 1952
CDR Irving A. Kittel Apr 1954
CDR W. J. Bowers Jul 1955
CDR J. H. Caldwell 5 Sep 1956
CDR Vance W. Alder 3 Apr 1958
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Commanding Officers—Continued

Date Assumed Command

CDR John W. Murphy 1 Jan 1959
CDR Robert E. Dimmitt 11 Apr 1960
CDR Jack E. Elizey 17 May 1961
CDR Thomas H. Adams 1 Oct 1962
CDR F. C. Forsbherg 2 May 1963
CDR William T. Vierreger 4 May 1964
CDR Frank D. Armstrong, Jr. 6 May 1965
CDR Angelo E. Clemente 23 Mar 1966
CDR Lawrence C. Day 2 Mar 1967
CDR Phillip R. Hawkins 1 Mar 1968
CDR James O. Coleman 17 Feb 1969
CDR A. W. Howard, Jr. Feb 1970
CDR H. C. Freund 24 Nov 1970
CDR B .D. Johnson 16 Nov 1971
CDR R. E. Fredrick 30 Nov 1972
CDR M L. Gesling 6 Dec 1973
CDR J. A. Luper 30 Oct 1974
CDR John C. McLaurin 22 Oct 1975
CDR Richard W. Micheaux 20 Oct 1976
CDR Walter T. Cook 7 Oct 1977
CDR William J. Green, Jr. 20 Oct 1978
CDR J. L. Landon 5 Oct 1979
CDR T. K. Morrisey 7 Oct 1980
CDR Charles G. Flint 2 Oct 1981
CDR John D. Holzapfel 15 Oct 1982
CDR Michael D. Haskins 27 Jun 1983
CDR Dennis W. Delear 7 May 1984
CDR P. K. Bolton 1985
CDR P. A. Zambernardi 1986

Commanding Officers—Continued

Date Assumed Command

CDR Timothy A. Rocklein Jul 1987
CDR David C. Hull 26 Jul 1988
CDR William R. Blake 20 Jul 1989
CDR William F. Eckert, Jr. Jul 1990
CDR James J. Miller Jul 1991
CDR Raymond B. Bowling 10 Jul 1992
CDR Mark Wisniewski 3 Jul 1993
CDR Woody T. Short 6 Jul 1994
CDR Mark T. Ackerman 21 Jun 1995
CDR Ronald R. Evans 31 Jul 1996
CDR Robert S. Winneg 21 May 1997
CDR Brian E. Burlingame 2 July 1998

Aircraft Assignment

Type of Aircraft Date Type First Received

PV-1 Feb 1943
PV-2 Nov 1946
pP2Vv-2 Mar 1947
P2V-3 Jul 1950
P2V-5 May 1953
P2V-5F 1957
pP2v-7 Aug 1959
SP-2H Aug 1963
P-3B Jul 1969
P-3B MOD Nov 1979
P-3C MOD Oct 1984
P-3C UHIIR Feb 1991

A squadron P-3C Orion flies over Diamond Head, Hawaii, 1987.
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Date of
Departure

23 Aug 1943
19 Dec 1943
6 Oct 1944
1 Jan 1948

1 Sep 1948
7 Aug 1950
Apr 1951

29 Mar 1952
27 May 1953
Nov 1954

21 Apr 1955
1956

1957

Aug 1959
Dec 1960
Feb 1962

7 Oct 1964
7 Oct 1964
1 Apr 1965
13 Feb 1966
13 Feb 1966
15 May 1967
6 May 1967
15 Aug 1968
15 Aug 1968
31 Jan 1970°
1 Feb 1970°
1 May 1970°
1970

1 Apr 1971
25 May 1971
1 Apr 1971
1 Nov 1972
1 Nov 1972
1 Jun 1974
Nov 1975

10 Dec 1976
Oct 1978
Feb 1980

9 May 1980
Aug 1981

7 Feb 1982
10 Nov 82
10 Feb 1984
Aug 1985
Feb 1987
Jun 1988
May 1990

14 Aug 1990

Date of
Return

19 Dec 1943
26 Sep 1944
15 May 1946
30 Mar 1948
30 Dec 1948
13 Nov 1950
29 Aug 1951
5 Oct 1952
1 Dec 1953
20 Apr 1955
5 May 1955
1956

1957

Jan 1960
May 1961
Jun 1962

1 Apr 1965
1 Apr 1965
30 Sep 1964
6 Aug 1966
27 May 1966
12 Nov 1967
12 Nov 67
25 Feb 1969
25 Feb 1969
30 Jul 1970
15 Apr 1970
27 Jul 1970
1970

25 May 1971
1 Oct 1971
1 Oct 1971
30 Apr 1973
30 Apr 1973
10 Dec 1974
2 May 1976
6 Jun 1977
10 May 1979
May 1980
10 Nov 1980
7 Dec 1981
10 Apr 1982
20 May 1983
Aug 1984
Feb 1986
Aug 1987
Dec 1988

14 Aug 1990
19 Nov 1990

Major Overseas Deployments

Wing

FAW-7
FAW-11
FAW-1/2/17
FAW-4
FAW-4
FAW-1
FAW-1
FAW-6
FAW-6
FAW-1
FAW-4
FAW-1
FAW-4
FAW-6
FAW-4
FAW-4
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-4
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-10
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-10
PatWing-1
PatWing-1

Base of
Operations

Reykjavik
San Juan
Philippines
Aleutians
Aleutians
Naha/Korea
Naha/Korea
Naha/Korea
Naha/Korea
Naha
Whidbey Is.
Kwajalein
Kodiak
Iwakuni
Kodiak
Kodiak
Iwakuni

Tan Son Nhut
Kodiak
Iwakuni

Tan Son Nhut
Cam Ranh
Sangley Point
Cam Ranh
Sangley Point
Iwakuni
U-Tapao

Tan Son Nhut
Cam Rahn
Sangley

Cubi Point
Cam Ranh
Cubi Point
U-Tapao
Naha

Cubi Point
Agana

Cubi Point
Diego Garcia
Cubi Point
Agana

Adak

Diego Garcia
Kadena
Kadena
Misawa

Adak

Cubi Point
Diego Garcia

Type of
Aircraft

PV-1

PV-1

PV-1
P2v-2
p2v-2
P2V-3
P2V-3
P2V-3
P2V-5
P2V-5
P2V-5
P2V-5
P2V-5F
pP2v-7
P2v-7
P2v-7
SP-2H
SP-2H
SP-2H
SP-2H
SP-2H
SP-2H
SP-2H
SP-2H
SP-2H
P-3B

P-3B

P-3B

P-3B

P-3B

P-3B

P-3B

P-3B

P-3B

P-3B

P-3B

P-3B

P-3B

P-3B MOD
P-3B MOD
P-3B MOD
P-3B MOD
P-3B MOD
P-3C MOD
P-3C MOD
P-3C MOD
P-3C MOD
P-3C MOD
P-3C MOD

Area of
Operations

NorLant
Carib
SoPac
NorPac
NorPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
Trans-global
SoPac
NorPac
WestPac
NorPac
NorPac
WestPac
WestPac
NorPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
10
WestPac
WestPac
NorPac
10
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
NorPac
WestPac
10
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Date of
Departure

Jun 1991
Oct 1991

10 Jan 1992

Jan 1992
Sep 1992
28 Apr 1993
9 Nov 1994
9 Nov 1994
24 Apr 1996
Nov 1997
Nov 1997

Date of
Return

Jul 1991
Nov 1991
Jun 1992
Jun 1992
Oct 1992
Dec 1993
May 1995
May 1995
16 Nov 1996
Jun 1998
Jun 1998

Wing

PatWing-10
PatWing-10
PatWing-10
PatWing-10
PatWing-10
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1

Base of
Operations

Panama
Panama
Adak
Panama
Acapulco
Diego Garcia
Misawa
Kadena
Diego Garcia
Kadena
Misawa

Major Overseas Deployments—Continued

* The squadron conducted a split deployment to two sites during the same dates.

Wing
FAW-12
FAW-9
FAW-7
FAW-11
FAW-1
FAW-17
FAW-1
FAW-14
FAW-4

Wing Assignments

Tail Code

AC
AC
AC/CD'/YB?

FAW-2/PatWing-2¢  YB

PatWing-10

YB

Assignment Date

15 Feb 1943
17 May 1943
23 Aug 1943
19 Dec 1943
6 Oct 1944
21 Dec 1944
7 Nov 1946
Mar 1947

13 Jan 1948
30 Jun 1970
Jul 1995

* The squadron was assigned the tail code AC on 7 November 1946.
" The squadron’s tail code was changed from AC to CD on 4 August

1948.

* The squadron’s tail code was changed from CD to YB in 1957. The
effective date for this change was most likely the beginning of FY

1958 (L July 1957).

¢ FAW-2 was redesignated Patrol Wing 2 (PatWing-2) on 30 June

1973.

Unit Award
NUC

MUC

(Sel Crews)
RVNGC

VNSM
AFEM

(Sel Crews)

(Guam Det)
NOSM

SASM

Type of Area of

Aircraft Operations

P-3C UIIIR Carib

P-3C UIIIR Carib

P-3C UIIIR NorPac

P-3C UIIIR Carib

P-3C UIIIR Carib

P-3C UIIIR 10

P-3C UIIIR WestPac

P-3C UIIIR WestPac

P-3C UllI 10

P-3C UllI WestPac

P-3C UllI WestPac

Unit Awards
Inclusive Date Covering Unit Award

01 Jan 1967 14 May 1967
16 Nov 1967 31 Mar 1968
02 Aug 1990 01 Nov 1990
15 May 1967 15 Nov 1967
20 Apr 1970 01 Aug 1970
01 Apr 1971 20 Apr 1971
28 Aug 1982 07 Sep 1982
10 Jun 1988 10 Dec 1988
20 Apr 1970 01 Aug 1970
01 Apr 1971 20 Apr 1971
13 May 1967 05 Nov 1967
01 Aug 1968 01 Mar 1969
07 Feb 1966 02 Jun 1966
28 Mar 1952 30 Apr 1952
01 May 1952 03 Oct 1952
20 May 1980 10 Nov 1980
05 Aug 1981 20 Oct 1981
15 Nov 1946 07 Nov 1947
01 Aug 1950 07 Nov 1950
12 May 1951 23 Jul 1951
14 Aug 1990 19 Nov 1990
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Second VP-2

Lineage

Established as Bombing Squadron ONE HUNDRED
THIRTY (VB-130) on 1 March 1943.

Redesignated Patrol Bombing Squadron ONE HUN-
DRED THIRTY (VPB-130) on 1 October 1944.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron ONE HUNDRED
THIRTY (VP-130) on 15 May 1946.

Redesignated Medium Patrol Squadron (Landplane)
TWO (VP-ML-2) on 15 November 1946.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron TWO (VP-2) on 1
September 1948, the second squadron to be assigned
the VP-2 designation.

Disestablished on 30 September 1969.

Squadron Insignia and Nickname

VB-130 was established at Deland, Fla., on 1 March
1943, but it was not until after the squadron had been
redesignated VPB-130 that any record of a squadron
insignia was found. The first insignia, approved by
CNO on 8 November 1945, superimposed a clock face
with a bomb for the hour hand and rocket for the
minute hand set at one thirty, on a silhouette of a PV-1
Ventura aircraft with a
starlit sky as back-
ground. The design
symbolized the round-
the-clock bombing
and rocket operations
capability of the
squadron’s first air-
craft, the PV-1
Ventura. The field was
royal blue; stars,
white; aircraft, light
gray with black mark-
ings; clock, white; nu-

merals, black;
and clock hands,
red.

VPB-130 was
redesignated VP-
130, then VP-
ML-2, and transi-
tioned from the
PV-2 Harpoon to
the P2V Neptune
patrol bomber.
In keeping with
the redesigna-
tions, transition
to a new aircraft,

A copy of the full design of the first insignia. ~ and  reassign-

The squadron’s first insignia. Unfor-
tunately, someone clipped the design
to make it fit into a file folder.

The squadron’s second insignia took on a more cartoon design.

ment of basic mission to antisubmarine warfare, a new
squadron insignia was deemed appropriate. The new
design, approved by CNO on 10 June 1947, presented a
cartoon King Neptune riding a rocket, against a starry
sky and globe background. In Neptune’s hand was a tri-
dent with cannon barrels in place of tines. The back-
ground of the globe represented the long-range capabil-
ity of the P2V Neptune. The night sky denoted
around-the-clock flying and King Neptune symbolized
the sea and squadron’s aircraft. The rocket was incorpo-
rated into the insignia to show the fast punch of
Neptune’s armament. The trident with multiple gun bar-
rels denoted the aircraft's multiple firepower. Colors:
stars, white; sky, dark blue; water, light blue; continents,
white; rocket, light gray; King Neptune’s belt, blue;
pants, red; beard, white; crown and trident, yellow;
nose, red; body, pink; and guns, gray.

The cartoon King Neptune insignia was adopted by
the squadron after its redesignation from VP-ML-2 to
VP-2, and remained in use until 1 October 1956. At that
time, CNO directed the squadron to come up with a
new design “...in keeping with the dignity of the
naval service, [as] cartoon portrayals are not authorized
in Naval Aviation
Insignia...” The re-
sulting modi-fication
of the squadron in-
signia portrayed a
less stylized King
Neptune inside a
blue disk with white
border, Neptune
white-haired and
bearded, crowned
yellow, and clothed
in flowing red toga.
The right arm ex-
tended forward, the

The squadron’s final insignia portrayed .
left hand grasping a

King Neptune riding a torpedo.
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yellow trident, Neptune was astride a black torpedo,
colored white, above the top portion of a blue globe
were longitude and latitude lines outlined in white. In
an arc at the top of the shield there were three white
stars, two above the extended arm and one behind the
figure. The inscription PATROL SQUADRON TWO was
on a blue scroll in white capital letters. This design
was approved by CNO on 28 February 1957 and re-
mained in effect until the squadron’s disestablishment
in 1969.
Nickname: Unknown.

Chronology of Significant Events

3 Mar 1943: VB-130 was established at Deland, Fla.
Organization and training of squadron personnel took
place over the next two and a half months, followed
on 17 May 1943 by shake-down training flying the PV-
1 Ventura at Boca Chica, Fla.

7 Jun 1943: The squadron deployed to San Juan,
P.R., to provide convoy protection and ASW in
Caribbean waters. On 16 June 1943, the squadron was
relocated to Edinburgh Field, Trinidad, to continue
convoy protection and antisubmarine patrols.

6 Aug 1943: Lieutenant Holmes and his crew sank
the German submarine, U-615, commanded by
Kaptainleutnant Ralph Kapitzky. The submarine was
caught on the surface in the Caribbean southeast of
Curacao and damaged badly enough by the bombs
to prevent it from submerging. Unable to escape, the
German crew scuttled the vessel. Forty-five of the U-
boat’s crew of 49 were rescued by U.S. Navy vessels.

12-27 Aug 1943: The squadron moved to Recife,
Brazil, where it remained until 27 August 1943, when
it was shifted again to Pici Field, Fortaleza.
Antisubmarine patrols and convoy coverage were the
primary activities of the squadron during the next
eight months.

30 April 1944: VB-130 was relieved by VB-134 and
returned to NAS Norfolk, Va. For home leave.

3 Jun 1944: The squadron was reequipped with
rocket launchers. Ground attack training using rockets
took place over the next 30 days.

3 Jul 1944: VB-130 began ferry operations to shift
equipment, personnel and aircraft from NAS Norfolk,
Va., to NAS Alameda, Calif. On 6 August 1944 the
squadron boarded Shirley Bay (CVE 85) for transfer to
NAS Kaneohe, Hawaii, arriving on 13 August 1944.

10 Oct 1944: VPB-130 transferred to Ponam on
Manus Island. Training continued along with opera-
tional ASW and antishipping patrols.

1 Nov 1944: VPB-130 began transferring its assets
and personnel to Tacloban in the Philippine Islands,
via Owi Island, Peleliu, Palau and Morotai. Squadron
aircraft arrived on 6 November 1944, and were placed
under the tactical control of the 308th Bomb Wing of
the Army 5th Air Force. Through April 1945, the

squadron undertook a variety of missions in conjunc-
tion with 13th Army Air Force operations.
Detachments operating from Morotai and Owi Island
conducted 300 to 600-mile sector searches. The re-
mainder of the squadron at Tacloban conducted 1,000-
mile sector searches. Numerous attacks were made on
Japanese island installations, radar sites, airfields and
small ships.

24 Apr 1945: VPB-130 transferred to Manus Island,
where all personnel boarded Kadashan Bay (CVE 76)
on 1 May 1945 for return to the continental United
States, where home leave was given to all hands.

31 Aug 1945: VPB-130 was reformed at Ault Field,
NAS Whidbey Island, Wash., and training of personnel
commenced utilizing new aircraft, the PV-2 Harpoon.

29 Sep 1946: The “Truculent Turtle,” the squadron’s
first P2V-1 Neptune land-based patrol bomber, flew
from Perth, Australia, to Columbus, Ohio, a distance of
11,236 miles in 55 hours and 18 minutes. The aircraft
(bureau number 89082) was manned by Commanders
Thomas D. Davies, Eugene P. Rankin, Walter S. Reid and
Lieutenant Commander Roy H. Tabeling. The flight was
nonstop, without refueling, establishing a world record
for nonstop flight. When the aircraft was taken out of
service years later, it was placed on display at NAS
Norfolk, Va. This historic aircraft is now on display at
the National Museum of Naval Aviation, Pensacola, Fla.

March 1947: VP-ML-2 began receiving the rest of
its compliment of P2V-1 Neptunes from Lockheed
Aircraft Company, Burbank, Calif. These replacements
for the PV-2 Harpoons marked the beginning of an in-
tense period of training for all squadron personnel in
antisubmarine warfare.

5 Jun 1950: VP-2 was assigned a tour in Alaska for
cold-weather operational training. The squadron pro-
vided resupply missions for the Oceanographic Survey
being conducted in Alaskan waters.

1 Aug 1951: A detachment of VP-2 flying P2V-3Ws
deployed to NAF Naha, Okinawa, to patrol the East
China Sea and Yellow Sea in the Korean theater of op-
erations. The detachment remained in the combat
zone until December 1951, this was squadron’s first
and last involvement in the Korean War.

1 Sep 1951: VP-2 became the first squadron to re-
ceive the new P2V-4 with the Wright Aero R-3350W
compound-turbo engine. Testing of the new engines
was performed onsite at NAS Whidbey Island, Wash.,
without missing deployments. Detachments during this
period were assigned to NAS Kodiak, Alaska, and
Naha, Okinawa. The Naha Detachment remained until
2 December 1951, flying several combat missions in
support of the UN action in Korea.

9 Apr 1954: A Neptune from VP-2 was attacked by
a Chinese MiG-15 while on patrol over the Yellow Sea.
The MiG made three firing passes and the crew of the
Neptune returned fire. There was no apparent damage
to either aircraft resulting from the encounter.
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30 Nov 1964: VP-2 took first place among the
Pacific Fleet squadrons in bombing, mining and rocket
competition despite instrument flying conditions dur-
ing 90 percent of the competition period.

25 Jan 1965: VP-2 relieved VP-6 for a six-month
deployment at Iwakuni, Japan. Squadron detachments
were assigned to Naha, Okinawa; Sangley Point, R.P.;
Taiwan, Formosa; Bangkok, Thailand; and Da Nang
and Saigon, RVN. The last three months of the
squadron’s WestPac tour was conducted at Tan Son
Nhut Air Base, Saigon, RVN—the squadron’s first tour
in a combat zone since World War 1I.

1 Apr 1966: VP-2 relieved VP-42 for a six-month
WestPac deployment at Iwakuni, Japan. Four months
of the tour were spent at Tan Son Nhut Air Base,
Saigon, RVN.

1 Oct 1967: VP-2 deployed to WestPac with half of
the squadron at NS Sangley Point, R.P., and a six-air-
craft detachment at Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Saigon,
RVN. The detachment at Ton Son Nhut moved a few
weeks later to Cam Rahn Bay, RVN.

17 Feb 1969: The squadron conducted its last de-
ployment, its fourth to the Vietham theater of opera-
tions, based at NS Sangley Point, R.P.

30 Sep 1969: VP-2 was disestablished at NAS
Whidbey Island, Oak Harbor, Wash.

Home Port Assignments

Location Date of Assignment
Deland, Fla. 1 Mar 1943
Boca Chica, Fla. 17 May 1943
Edinburgh Field, Trinidad 16 Jun 1943
Pici Field, Fortaleza, Brazil 27 Aug 1943
NAS Norfolk, Va. 30 Apr 1944
NAS Alameda, Calif. 3 Jul 1944
NAS Kaneohe, Hawaii 13 Aug 1944
Ault Field, NAS Whidbey Island, Wash. 31 Aug 1945
NAS Miramar, Calif. Mar 1947
NAS Whidbey Island, Wash. 1953

Commanding Officers

Date Assumed Command

LCDR C. G. Price 1 Mar 1943
LCDR C. R. Dodds 3 Jun 1944
LCDR D. G. White 25 Apr 1945
LCDR Jesse L. Pennell 31 Aug 1945
LCDR Francis E. Schrader May 1946
LCDR Charles E. Healy Oct 1946
CDR Robert M. Kercheval Jul 1947
CDR C. A. Karaberis Dec 1948
CDR Renfro Turner, Jr. Feb 1950
CDR Mervin J. Berg Oct 1951
CDR H. C. Weart 6 Dec 1952
CDR J. M. Barlow Oct 1954
CDR R .B. Minton Apr 1956
CDR A. W. LaMarre 1 Jul 1957
CDR H. M. Kalstad 4 Jun 1958
CDR D. F. Johnson Apr 1959
CDR W. G. Foster 30 Apr 1960
CDR E. E.Pierre, Jr. 24 Apr 1961
CDR D. P. Lanaghan 26 Jan 1962
CDR W. C. Kistler 1 Feb 1963
CDR Robert R. Ohsiek 4 Feb 1964
CDR Dwight A. Lane, Jr. 8 Jan 1965
CDR Homer C. Ragsdale, Jr. 7 Jan 1966
CDR Richard B. Campbell 11 Jan 1967
CDR Robert M. Dagg 11 Dec 1967
CDR Lee Maice, Jr. Jul 1968

Aircraft Assignment

Type of Aircraft Date Type First Received

PV-1 1 Mar 1943
PV-2 31 Aug 1945
P2V-1 Mar 1947
P2V-3/3W Nov 1948
P2v-4 Sep 1951
P2V-5 1952
P2V-7 1955
SP-2H 1963

A squadron SP-2H at
Sangley Point, R.P.
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Date of
Departure

18 Jun 1943
27 Aug 1943
13 Aug 1944
10 Oct 1944
1 Nov 1944
24 Apr 1945
5 Jun 1950
1 Aug 1951
1 Sep 1951
Sep 1952
Jan 1953
Dec 1953
Aug 1955
Nov 1956
Sep 1958
Nov 1959
May 1961
Aug 1962
Nov 1963
Aug 1964
25 Jan 1965
15 Mar 1965
1 Apr 1966'
25 May 1966'
1 Oct 1967t
1 Oct 19671
15 Oct 1967
17 Feb 1969

Date of
Return

30 Apr 1944

*

May 1945
Nov 1950

2 Dec 1951
1 Dec 1951
Nov 1952
Mar 1953
Jun 1954
Jan 1956
May 1957
Feb 1959
May 1960
Oct 1961
Jan 1963
Apr 1964
Oct 1964

1 Mar 1965
1 May 1965
7 Oct 1966
30 Sep 1966
1 Apr 1968
15 Oct 1967
1 Apr 1968
17 Aug 1969

Major Overseas Deployments

Wing

FAW-11
FAW-16
FAW-2
FAW-2
USAAF
FAW-2
FAW-4
FAW-6
FAW-4
FAW-4
FAW-4
FAW-6
FAW-4
FAW-4
FAW-6
FAW-4
FAW-4
FAW-4
FAW-4
FAW-4
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8

Base of
Operations

San Juan
Fortaleza
Kaneohe
Manus Is.
Tacloban
Manus Is.
Adak

Naha

Kodiak
Kwajalein
Kodiak
Iwakuni
Kodiak
Kodiak
Iwakuni
Kodiak
Kodiak
Kodiak

Adak

Kodiak
Iwakuni

Tan Son Nhut
Iwakuni

Tan Son Nhut
Sangley Point
Tan Son Nhut
Cam Ranh
Sangley Point

Type of
Aircraft

PV-1
PV-1
PV-1
PV-1
PV-1
PV-1
P2V-3W
P2V-3W
P2v-4
P2V-4/5
P2v-4
P2V-5
P2V-5
P2v-7
P-2v7
P2v-7
pP2v-7
P2v-7
SP-2H
SP-2H
SP-2H
SP-2H
SP-2H
SP-2H
SP-2H
SP-2H
SP-2H
SP-2H

* The squadron remained deployed overseas, but moved to a new operating base during the deployment.
" The squadron conducted split deployment to two sites during the same dates.

Wing
FAW-11
FAW-16
FAW-5
FAW-2

Wing Assignments

Tail Code

Assignment Date
16 Jun 1943
27 Aug 1943
30 Apr 1944
13 Aug 1944

FAW-10/17 and the

30th Bomb. Wing,

Army 5th Air Force
FAW-14
FAW-4 SB*
FAW-14 SB
FAW-4 SB/ YC!

1 Nov 1944

25 Apr 1945
31 Aug 1945
Mar 1947
1953

* The squadron remained part of FAW-4 but was assigned the tail

code SB on 7 November 1946.

" The squadron’s tail code was changed from SB to YC in 1957. The
effective date for this change was most likely the beginning of FY

1958 (1 July 1957).

Unit Award
NUC
MUC
RVNGC

VNSM
AFEM

NOSM

Area of
Operations

Carib
SoLant
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
NorPac
WestPac
NorPac
WestPac
NorPac
WestPac
NorPac
NorPac
WestPac
NorPac
NorPac
NorPac
NorPac
NorPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac

Unit Awards Received

Inclusive Date Covering Unit Award

01 Jan 1967
01 Mar 1969
01 Sep 1967
05 Feb 1969
11 Aug 1969
24 May 1966
11 Mar 1965
01 Jan 1968
01 Aug 1951

31 Mar 1968
10 Aug 1969
30 Apr 1968
10 Aug 1969
31 Aug 1969
03 Oct 1966
01 May 1965
28 Feb 1968
02 Dec 1951
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Second VP-3

Lineage

Established as Patrol Squadron SIXTEEN-F (VP-16F)
on 2 January 1937.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron SIXTEEN (VP-16) on
1 October 1937.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron FORTY ONE (VP-41)
on 1 July 1939.

Redesignated Bombing Squadron ONE HUNDRED
THIRTY SIX (VB-136) on 1 March 1943.

Redesignated Patrol Bombing Squadron ONE HUN-
DRED THIRTY SIX (VPB-136) on 1 October 1944.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron ONE HUNDRED
THIRTY SIX (VP-136) on 15 May 1946.

Redesignated Medium Patrol Squadron (landplane)
THREE (VP-ML-3) on 15 November 1946.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron THREE (VP-3) on 1
September 1948, the second squadron to be assigned
the VP-3 designation.

Disestablished on 1 November 1955.

Squadron Insignia and Nickname

Members of Patrol Squadron SIXTEEN-F designed
the first squadron insignia in 1937. There is no letter of
official BuAer approval of the design on record. The

For a brief period the squadron
used this insignia but then re-
turned to the Husky design.

The squadron’s primary insignia
was the head of Husky with a
pine tree in the background.

head of a Husky was drawn on a circular background,
depicted licking his lips in anticipation of jumping into
an impending fray. Colors: sky, light blue; hills, purple
and mauve; tree, green and white; foreground, white;
and husky’s tongue orange and red. This insignia was
used by the squadron through each of its redesigna-
tions from VP-41 to VP-3.

A second apparently unofficial insignia was briefly
used by the squadron during its first tour as VB-136 in
1943. The design featured a rabbit “jockey” riding a
bomb labeled “136.” On the rabbit’s shirt is the letter
N, reportedly representing the initial of the squadron
commanding officer, Lieutenant Commander Nathan

Haines. Colors for this design are unknown. The

Husky insignia was restored to use during the second

VB-136 tour of duty by the next squadron command-

ing officer, Lieutenant Commander Charles Wayne.
Nickname: Huskies, 1937-1955.

Chronology of Significant Events

2 Jan 1937: VP-16F was established at FAB Seattle,
Wash., as a patrol squadron comprised of 12 PM-1
flying boats. Thrush (AVP 3) provided tender support.

1 Oct 1937: VP-16F was redesignated VP-16 when
all patrol squadrons were reassigned to Patrol Wings.

This photo shows a squadron PM-1, the first aircraft type assigned to
the squadron.

VP-16 came under the air wing organization of
PatWing-4.

17 Mar 1938: VP-16 and patrol squadrons 7, 9, 11,
12, 17 and 19 participated in Fleet Problem XIX
(Phase I1) as part of White Force, operating against
Black Force at a distance of 600 miles. The patrol
squadrons of White Force successfully attacked and
damaged major elements of Black Force. The exer-
cise was notable in that it was the first use of long-
distance radio bearings for aircraft navigation in fleet
operations.

8 Jul 1941: VP-41 began ferry flights to San Diego,
Calif., to turn in PBY-3s for new PBY-5 flying boats
fresh from the factory. Upon reequipping, VP-41 flew
the new aircraft to Kodiak, Alaska, to relieve VP-42,
returning to Seattle in early September 1941.

7 Dec 1941: VP-41 returned to Kodiak, Alaska, in a
combat status, conducting the maximum number of
patrols possible at extreme ranges. The squadron was
relieved of patrol duties in Alaska by VP-42 on 5
February 1941.

7 Feb 1941: Upon returning from Alaska, VP-41
turned in its PBY-5s and was refitted with new PBY-
5A amphibious aircraft. War patrols were commenced
from Tongue Point, Wash., providing escort coverage
for convoys out of NAS Astoria.

26 May 1942: VP-41 returned to NAF Dutch Harbor,
Alaska, in preparation for the anticipated attacks by
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A PBY Catalina on a flooded field in the Aleutian Islands.

Japanese naval forces. VP-42 arrived at the same time
and was based at NAF Cold Bay, Alaska. Aircraft of
both squadrons were dispersed to fjords and operated
from the tender Casco (AVP 12) to prevent the reoc-
currence of an entire squadron being destroyed due to
surprise enemy attacks like Pearl Harbor.

2-3 Jun 1942: Two VP-41 Catalinas spotted the
enemy task force 210 miles from Dutch Harbor. Both
aircraft were shot down with the loss of both crews,
except for one crewman taken prisoner. On the next
day Japanese carrier aircraft were launched from Ryujo
and Junyo to conduct the first of a series of attacks
against Dutch Harbor. During one such raid on the
3rd, two Japanese fighters caught Ensign James T.
Hildebrand, Jr., circling over the harbor. He managed
to evade their fire and his crew succeeded in shooting
down one of the aircraft.

5 Jun 1942: Lieutenant William N. Thies spotted a
crashed Zero fighter (Mitsubishi A6M) while flying his
Catalina low over the tundra of Akutan Island, Alaska,
near NAF Dutch Harbor. The pilot of the fighter had
engine problems and attempted to land on what he
had assumed was a grass field, not realizing that it was
actually a swamp. The Zero had nosed over immedi-
ately upon landing, breaking the pilot's neck. It had
lain there undiscovered for several days until Thies
and his crew spotted it. Thies later led a recovery
party to the site to retrieve the aircraft. The Zero was
disassembled and then sent under great secrecy to
NAS San Diego, Calif., where it was reassembled and
test flown. It was the first example of Japan’s foremost
fighter to fall into Allied hands and proved to be one
of the more fortuitous finds of the war.

6-13 Jun 1942: Japanese forces landed 1,250 men
on the island of Kiska, in the Aleutians, on the 6th. On
the 7th a second force began occupying the island of
Attu, also in the Aleutian island chain. Lieutenant
Litsey of VP-41 was the first to spot the enemy troops
on Kiska and the Japanese task force assembled in the
bay. On 11 June 1942, Commander Patrol Wing 4 re-

ceived a message from Commander in Chief Pacific
which said, “bomb the enemy out of Kiska.” Following
unsuccessful missions by USAAF B24s and B-17s, air-
craft available from VPs 41, 42, 43 and 51 commenced
continuous bombing missions against targets in Kiska
harbor from 11 to 13 June. These missions became
known as the “Kiska Blitz.” During these bombing
strikes the aircraft were serviced by Gillis (AVD 12) at
Nazan Bay, Atka Island. Efforts to use the PBYs as
horizontal bombers dropping their bombs from above
the clouds proved futile. Pilots began attacking singly,
approaching from a direction that provided the best
cloud cover. When they were over the harbor the
Catalinas were put into a dive and bombs released at
appropriate time. The flak was intense. A pullout was
initiated at between 500 and 1,500 feet, and the plane
immediately again sought cover in the clouds. The
raids continued until Gillis ran out of bombs and fuel.
During the “Blitz” Lieutenant William N. Thies was
awarded the Navy Cross for his zealous aggressiveness
in attacking enemy shipping, scoring a confirmed hit
on a large enemy transport. Ensign James T.
Hildebrand, Jr., was also awarded the Navy Cross for
his participation in all-night aerial patrols and bomb-
ing attacks on enemy ships in Kiska harbor. The Navy
Cross citations for both men reflect their participation
in the Aleutian Islands campaign during 1 to 15 June.

1 Jul 1942: The various squadrons detachment re-
joined the rest of VP-41 at Dutch Harbor. The
squadron returned to Seattle, Wash., on 22 August
1942,

23 Feb 1943: VP-41 reformed at NAS Whidbey
Island, Wash.

1 Mar 1943: VP-41 was redesignated VB-136 to
reflect its change from a patrol squadron to a bombing
squadron. By May the PBY-5A flying boats had been
turned in, and the squadron began refitting with the
PV-1 Ventura.

23 Apr 1943: The squadron deployed again to
Adak, Alaska, and conducted searches from Umnak to
Adak, with numerous missions to Japanese-held
Kiska. Antisubmarine patrols were conducted in sup-
port of the pending invasion of Kiska, but results
were negative.

8 May 1943: The pace of operations changed from
search vectors and patrols to one of ground attack and
bombing of Japanese positions on Kiska.

13 Aug 1943: The squadron put forth an all out ef-
fort to attack the Japanese on Kiska in support of the
Army landings being conducted. After the staunch re-
sistance offered by the Japanese during the landings at
Attu three months earlier, the Army requested that the
Navy surface and air forces thoroughly batter the
enemy before the landings commence. After several
days of intense naval gunfire and bombing, Admiral
Kincaid, commander of the naval forces, gave General
Buckner, commander of the Army landing forces, the
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A couple of squadron PVs in flight. Note the bombing mission decals just below the canopy.

Bombs being loaded aboard a PV in the Aleutians, circa summer 1943, 80-G-K-14626.
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assurance that the landing zones would be clear. Upon
landing the Army found that the Japanese had con-
ducted a withdrawal of all their personnel under cover
of bad weather.

1 Oct 1943: With the withdrawal of the Japanese
forces from the Aleutians, VB-136 was relocated to
Attu and employed in long-range missions into the
Japanese-held northern Kurile Islands. The squadron
returned to Adak, Alaska, for rest and refit on 10
October 1943.

16 Nov 1943: The squadron was again assigned to
operate from Attu, and on this date Lieutenant H. K.
Mantius and crew became the first FAW-4 plane to
conduct an attack on Paramushiro, one of the
Japanese home islands. This mission marked the be-
ginning of the “Empire Express,” taking the offensive
to the Japanese home islands.

13 Dec 43: The squadron returned to its home base
at NAS Whidbey Island, Wash., and all personnel were
given home leave for two weeks. Upon their return,
the squadron was reformed and its PV-1s were refitted
with upgraded instrumentation, including LORAN, and
three 50-caliber nose guns.

7 Jun 1944: The squadron deployed for a tour in
the Aleutians, operating from the island of Attu.
Operational searches, tactical bombing, and photo-
graphic reconnaissance were conducted over the
northern Kuriles.

17 Sep 1944: During a mission to Paramushiro, the
commanding officer of the squadron, Lieutenant

Commander Charles Wayne, was forced down over
Russian territory with battle damage. The Russians in-
terned the entire crew. As a result of this mishap, fur-
ther Empire Express missions were canceled. VB-136
missions were restricted to sector searches or special
photo missions where the speed of the PV-1 was
required.

6 Nov 1944: Eight PV-1s from the squadron were
sent to obtain low oblique photographs of the
Paramushiro coastline. Four of the aircraft provided di-
versionary attacks on ground targets, while the re-
mainder took the photos with large F-56 cameras. Two
PBY-5As of VP-62 were on standby off the coast of
Kamchatka for rescue operations if needed.

1 Jan 1945: VPB-136 was transferred to Attu,
Alaska, for fitting of rocket rails and training in use of
air-to-ground rockets.

1 Feb 1945: The squadron continued sector searches
from Attu, Alaska, with two missions in support of Task
Force 92.

12 Mar 1945: VPB-136 was relieved by VPB-139, and
returned to its home base at NAS Whidbey Island, Wash.

10 May 1945: After all hands had returned from a
30-day home leave, the squadron was reformed at
NAS Whidbey and a new training syllabus begun for
the new crews. The new PV-2 Harpoon replaced the
squadron’s PV-1 Venturas.

1 Sep 1952: VP-3 and VP-34 were the only two pa-
trol squadrons to complete FY 1952 with 100 percent
safety marks.

A line of squadron PVs at NAS Whidbey Island.
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1 Oct 1952: VP-3 hosted 18 officers and enlisted
personnel from the Royal Australian Air Force and 21
personnel from the South African Air Force during fa-
miliarization training on the P2V-5 aircraft purchased
for their countries’ naval air forces.

17 Dec 1953: A VP-3 P2V-5 Neptune, BuNo 124901,
and its crew of nine crashed on the Myrdalsjokull
Glacier, Iceland. Rescue crews were able to extract
only one body from the wreckage before storms
sealed it in the ice. The wreckage was spotted again in
October 1981, 500 yards from the glacier’s edge. The
bodies of the eight remaining crewmen were recov-
ered from the ice by the Icelandic Lifesaving
Association and returned to the United States.

1 Nov 1955: VP-3 was disestablished with all per-
sonnel and assets transferred to VAH-1.

Home Port Assignments

Commanding Officers—Continued

LCDR P. Foley, Jr.

LCDR Nathan S. Haines
LCDR Charles W. Wayne
LCDR Edward F. Hayes
LCDR Leo B. Riester
CDR C. A. Melvin

LCDR E. L. Harris, Jr.
LCDR A. J. Kinion

CDR G. J. Frauenheim
CDR L. E. Decamp

CDR George D. Ghesquiere

CDR Jack L. Grayson
CDR Edward Johnson

Date Assumed Command

Apr 1942

23 Feb 1943
27 Dec 1943
18 Sep 1944
20 Aug 1945
24 Apr 1946
1 Apr 1947
3 Aug 1948
13 Jun 1949
31 Jan 1951
11 Sep 1952
May 1954
Jul 1955

Type Aircraft
PM-1
PBY-3

Aircraft Assigned

Location Date of Assignment
FAB Seattle/Sand Point, Wash. 2 Jan 1937
NAS Whidbey Island, Wash. 23 Feb 1943
NAS Coco Solo, C.Z. 15 Nov 1946
NAS Jacksonville, Fla. 1 Sep 1948

Commanding Officers

Date Assumed Command

LCDR Carleton C. Champion, Jr. Jan 1937
LCDR Delbert L. Conley 1938
LCDR Francis B. Johnson Jul 1940

PBY-5
PBY-5A
PV-1

PV-2
P2v-1
p2v-2
P2V-3/3W
P2V-5

Major Overseas Deployments

Date of Date of
Departure Return Wing
8 Jul 1941 Sep 1941 PatWing-4
7 Dec 1941 5 Feb 1942 FAW-4
26 May 1942 22 Aug 1942 FAW-4
1 Oct 1942 25 Jan 1943 FAW-4
23 Apr 1943 13 Dec 1943 FAW-4
7 Jun 1944 12 Mar 1945 FAW-4
1 Jan 1953 1 Mar 1953 FAW-11
1 Mar 1955 20 Aug 1955 FAW-11
Wing Assignments
Wing Tail Code Assignment Date
PatWing-4/FAW-4 CBt 2 Jan 1937
FAW-3 CB 15 Nov 1946
FAW-11 CB/MB? 1 Sep 1948

* PatWing-4 was redesignated Fleet Air Wing 4 (FAW-4) on 1

November 1942,

' The squadron remained part of FAW-4 but was assigned the tail
code CB on 7 November 1946.

*The squadron’s tail code was changed from CB to MB on 19 July 1950.

Base of Type of
Operations Aircraft
Kodiak PBY-5
Kodiak PBY-5
Dutch Harbor PBY-5A
Casco (AVP 12)
Gillis (AVD 12)
Dutch Harbor PBY-5A
Adak/Attu PV-1
Attu PV-1
Port Lyautey P2V-5
Argentia P2V-5
Unit Awards

None on record.

Date Type First Received

Jan 1937
Jun 1938
Jul 1941
Feb 1942
Jun 1943
May 1945
1946
1949

Feb 1950
Jan 1951

Area of
Operations
NorPac
NorPac
NorPac

NorPac
NorPac
NorPac
Med
NorLant
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Second VP-4

Lineage

Established as Bombing Squadron ONE HUNDRED
FORTY FOUR (VB-144) on 1 July 1943.

Redesignated Patrol Bombing Squadron ONE HUN-
DRED FORTY FOUR (VPB-144) on 1 October 1944.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron ONE HUNDRED
FORTY FOUR (VP-144) on 15 May 1946.

Redesignated Medium Patrol Squadron (Landplane)
ONE HUNDRED FORTY FOUR (VP-ML-4) on 15
November 1946.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron FOUR (VP-4) on 1
September 1948, the second squadron to be assigned
the VP-4 designation.

Squadron Insignia and Nickname

When VB-144 was first established in 1943 a
squadron insignia design was submitted to CNO for
approval. The figure of hillbilly “Sut Tattersal” standing
on a Japanese flag was superimposed on a circular

background. Behind the

hillbilly was his jug of
bootleg whiskey; to
the front of the
figure was a har-
poon with the
blade penetrat-
ing the rising
sun of the
Japanese flag.
Colors: field,
lemon vyellow; cir-
cle, black; flag, red
and white; harpoon,
blade royal blue and
handle black; Sut

Tattersal's hat, black
with green feather and face, white with black mark-
ings for hair, beard and pipe; shirt, aqua checked with

The squadron’s first insignia reflected
its stance against Japan.

The squadron’s
second insignia
reflected the type
of the aircraft it
was flying, the
P2V Neptune.

pale rose patch on elbow; trousers, royal blue with
dull red patches; shoes, black with white highlights;
suspenders, light gray; and XXX bottle, light gray,
darker bottom. The design was approved by CNO on
10 April 1945. It remained in use only a short time as
the war with Japan ended soon after the design was
approved.

There are no records to indicate whether the
squadron used an insignia after its redesignation from
VPB-144 to VP-144, then to VP-ML-4. After its redesigna-
tion from VP-ML-4 to VP-4, the squadron designed an
insignia with its new Neptune aircraft in mind. In the cir-
cular design King Neptune sat astride a winged turtle
(suggesting the long range of the aircraft of “Truculent
Turtle” fame). Neptune held a Tiny Tim rocket in his
raised left hand and a trident in his right. Colors: turtle,
light green body parts with dark green shell; turtle
wings, dark blue; Neptune, flesh color with purple cape,
white beard and gold crown; rocket, gray body with
black nose; background, yellow; and border, red.
The design was
approved by CNO
on 29 November
1948.

By 1956 the
1948 design was
no longer used.
Suggestions for its
replacement were
disapproved by
CNO until the
scheduled transi-
tion to the P-3A
Orion prompted
the squadron to
submit a new de-
sign. The squadron
adopted the in-
signia used by a
previous VP-4 (redesignated VP-22 and disestablished
in 1942). In that design a winged griffin was superim-
posed upon the nu-
meral four. The
squadron revised
the insignia in 1964
and the griffin was
replaced by a
dragon. CNO ap-
proved the in-signia
change on 19
October 1964.
Colors:  dragon,
black with white
markings; numeral,
white; and field,
light blue. At the
bottom of the in-

A stylized dragon became the next offi-

cial insignia approved for used by the
squadron. The old VP-4 winged griffin
was never officially approved for by the
squadron.

A less stylized dragon insignia was ap-
proved for the squadron in 1993.
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signia was the banner PATRON FOUR. The Skinny
Dragon design was altered slightly in honor of the
squadron’s 50th anniversary in 1993. A more detailed
insignia was approved by CNO on 25 March 1993. The
dragon, instead of black, was changed to green with a
gold belly, red eyes and mouth, and white claws. The
number 4 was deleted from the background. Other
colors remained the same.
Nicknames: Feather Merchants, 1945-1948.
Skinny Dragons (Oriental mythology
meaning “long life”), 1965—present.

Chronology of Significant Events

1 Jul 1943: VB-144 was established at NAS
Alameda, Calif., as a squadron flying the Ventura PV-1
aircraft.

14 Aug 1943: The squadron completed training at
NAS Alameda, Calif., and boarded Copahee (CVE 12)
for transport to NAS Kaneohe, Hawaii. Upon arrival
the squadron began an intensive period of combat
training and operational patrols over the ocean near
the Hawaiian Islands.

9 Jan 1944: VB-144 was transferred to Tarawa,
where combat patrols commenced as soon as the
squadron was checked in and assigned space for the
crews and aircraft.

1 Feb 1944: The squadron was relocated to Dyess
Field, Roi Island, from which bombing missions were
carried out against Japanese installations in the Gilbert,
Marshall and Eastern Caroline island chains.

a N

N /

The squadron’s first aircraft were PV-1s. Squadron PVs are in the
background of this photo, an awards ceremony being conducted at
Roi Island, Kwajalein, Marshall Island, circa late 1944.

30 Mar 1944: VB-144 was transferred back to
Tarawa, leaving a three-aircraft detachment at Dyess
Field, Roi Island, which was engaged in strikes on 1
April 1944 against enemy positions at Wotje and Jaluit
Islands that continued through June.

4 Apr 1944: The increasing tempo of operations at
Dyess Field resulted in the deployment of a second
detachment of VB-144 aircraft to Roi Island.

1 Sep 1944: The remainder of the squadron was
transferred to Dyess Field, Roi Island.

30 Sep 1944: VB-144 was transferred to NAS
Kaneohe, Hawaii. The squadron was redesignated
VPB-144 while preparing for return to the continental
United States.

1 Nov 1944: VPB-144 was reformed for training at
NAS Whidbey Island, Wash. The squadron was re-
equipped with the newer PV-2 Harpoon.

3 Mar 1945: Training in air-to-ground attack contin-
ued at NAS Moffett Field, Calif.

8-15 Apr 1945: VPB-144 squadron personnel and
equipment were loaded aboard Kadashan Bay (CVE
76) for transport to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, arriving on
15 April. Upon arrival, the squadron was based at NAS
Kaneohe, where a combat training syllabus of several
weeks was undertaken.

11-23 May 1945: A detachment of squadron air-
craft and crews was flown to Midway Island to pro-
vide combat air patrol coverage. On 23 May 1944, the
detachment was increased to nine aircraft.

24 May 1945: Two of the crews sent to Midway
earlier returned to NAS Kaneohe. The remainder of
the detachment followed, rejoining the rest of the
squadron on 12 June 1944.

27 Jun 1945: VPB-144 was transferred to Eniwetok,
via Johnston and Majuro Islands. The squadron was
placed under the operational control of TF 96.1. Sector
and photographic reconnaissance patrols were con-
ducted over Wake and Ponape islands.

12 Sep 1945: Problems with malaria on Wake
Island became so severe that the aircraft of VPB-144
were fitted with sprayers to cover the island with
DDT.

15 Sep 1945: Flights were conducted over Kusaie,
Ponape and the Caroline Islands as a show of force to
the remaining Japanese troops who had not yet
surrendered.

15 May 1946: Squadron assets remained at NAB
Tinian but all personnel were rotated back to the U.S.,
leaving the squadron in a caretaker status.

Sep 1946: The squadron was retained on the Navy
roster, but was placed in an inactive status at North
Island, Calif., under FAW-14.

Nov 1947: The squadron was reactivated as VP-ML-
4 at NAAS Miramar, Calif., with a complement of 14
officers and 59 enlisted men. An SNB-5 was utilized
for flight training until the arrival of the squadron’s
first operational aircraft, the P2V-1, in mid-December
1947.

May 1948: VP-ML-4 deployed to Annette Island,
Alaska, to perform photographic mapping of the
Southeast Alaska Region for the U.S. Geological
Region and Survey Department. The survey was com-
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pleted by the end of August, earning the squadron a
commendation from CNO.

21 Jun 1948: A squadron P2V-2, BuNo 39353, de-
parted on a routine flight and lost an engine due to
fire within the cowling. The engine fell from the wing,
necessitating a wheels-up crash landing. All squadron
aircraft were subsequently grounded until engine re-
placements could be completed. The squadron was
back on operational status by 31 August 1948.

1 Dec 1949: The squadron’s primary mission was
changed from ASW to mining. The P2V-3 was evalu-
ated for combat radius with full mine load and opera-
tional characteristics as a minecarrier.

1 Jan 1950: VP-4 began a tour in Alaska with
overnight stops at Adak, Attu, Fairbanks, Anchorage,
Nome, Point Barrow, Juneau, Gustavus and the Bering
Sea Islands. Aircrews qualified for their “Blue Nose”
ticket, certifying that they had operated above the
Arctic Circle.

Oct 1950: While deployed to NAS Barbers Point,
Oahu, Hawaii, the squadron sent a three-aircraft de-
tachment to Wake Island to provide courier and SAR
services as required for a meeting between President
Truman and General MacArthur. The meeting between
the two leaders was intended to define the lines of au-
thority between the President of the United States and
the theater commander in Korea during UN operations
in the conflict with the Communist northern aggres-
sors. The president was determined that General
MacArthur not exceed the operational constraints he
had set forth, running the risk of further broadening
the conflict into a nuclear confrontation. The squadron

escorted the president back to Oahu in his plane,
“Independence.”

27 Nov 1950: VP-4 suffered its first fatal accident
since its reactivation in 1947. The accident, which oc-
curred during a routine rocket training flight off Oahu,
Hawaii, took the lives of five personnel.

May 1951: The squadron deployed to NAS Barbers
Point, Hawaii, for evaluation of a slant-range computer
and bombing ring for incorporation in the AN/APS-33
radar.

Jun 1952: The squadron deployed to NAS Barbers
Point, Hawaii, for ready-mining duty with the Pacific
Fleet. A number of patrol squadrons with mining ca-
pability were kept in readiness status for rapid de-
ployment at selected sites in both the Pacific and
Atlantic operational areas. The success of aerial min-
ing against the Japanese during WWII led to the in-
corporation of this mission in nearly all of the patrol
squadrons after the war (VP-17 and VP-24 were re-
designated VA (HM) squadrons for this purpose in
July 1956). In September the squadron deployed to
Guam to test the rapid-deployment (48-hour) capabili-
ties of the squadron. Only 28 hours were required for
actual deployment.

10 Nov 1955: VP-4 departed NAS Whidbey Island,
Wash., with the squadron’s 10 P2V-5 aircraft to com-
plete a 17,000-mile goodwill tour, including stops at
Iwakuni, Japan; Manila, R.P.; Singapore; Honolulu,
Hawaii; and San Francisco, Calif. The squadron re-
turned to NAS Whidbey Island within three weeks.

13 Aug 1956: VP-4 changed its permanent duty sta-
tion, to Naha, Okinawa. Duties at that time entailed

After World War Il the squadron transitioned to the P2V Neptune and was assigned the tail code SC. This photo shows squadron P2Vs in forma-

tion over Australia, 1956.



CHAPTER3 37

A squadron P-2 in flight of the coast of Oahu, Hawaii in November
1964. The squadron tail code was changed from SC to YD in 1957.

daily patrols, fleet exercises, and training in ASW cov-
erage for the first American convoy carrying supplies
to the besieged island of Quemoy.

Nov 1963: VP-4 was transferred to FAW-2, at
Barbers Point, Hawaii.
Transition to the new
base did not begin until
April 1964.

26 Mar 1965: The
squadron began a split-
site deployment to MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, with de-
tachments at various
dates located at NAF Tan
Son Nhut, RVN; NS
Sangley Point and NAS
Cubi Point, R.P.

11 Mar 1966: The first
P-3 Orion was received
as the replacement for
the squadron’s SP-2H
Neptunes. The squadron’s
last SP-2H was turned in
on 1 August 1966.

31 Jan 1967: The
squadron again deployed
to WestPac at Iwakuni, Japan, and provided support to
Task Force 72 during Operation Market Time (coastal
patrols off the coasts of South Vietnam). Detachments
were maintained at NS Sangley Point, R.P., and NAF
Naha, Okinawa. Upon completion of deployment,
Commander Patrol Forces, Seventh Fleet presented the
squadron a letter of commendation for its support of
operations and assistance in the destruction of an
enemy trawler carrying arms destined for the Viet
Cong.

17 Apr 1967: A VP-4 P-3A Orion flying patrol off
the coast of Korea was fired upon by an infiltrating
North Korean speedboat. The damaged aircraft landed
safely after reporting the vessel's location. South
Korean forces sank the intruder shortly thereafter.
Lieutenant Commander C. W. Larzelere Ill, the PPC,
received a Navy Commendation Medal for his han-
dling of the emergency while under fire.

28 Apr 1967: A VP-4 P-3A Orion (BuNo. 151365)
flown by Lieutenant C. D. Burton was lost at sea with
all hands off the coast of Tsushima Island, Japan.

15 Apr 1968: VP-4 aircrews received Bullpup mis-
sile training, with 66 percent of the missiles fired strik-
ing their intended targets.

1 Aug 1968: VP-4 was deployed to WestPac under
FAW-6 at Iwakuni, Japan. Patrols were conducted in
the South China Sea, Sea of Japan, Korea, the
Philippine Islands and Guam. Detachments were sent
to Cam Ranh Bay, RVN, in support of Yankee Team
and Market Time operations. Yankee Team was a joint
U.S. Air Force and U.S. Navy operation begun in 1963
that provided low-level aerial reconnaissance of sus-
pected Communist infiltration routes in eastern and
southern Laos.

A squadron P-3 Orion taking off from NAS Cubi Point, R.P., Note the skinny dragon insignia on the tail.

1 Mar 1970: VP-4 established the first permanent
VP detachment at NAS Agana, Guam.

1 Feb 1971: VP-4 deployed to MCAS Iwakuni,
Japan, relieving VP-19. The primary mission during the
deployment was ocean surveillance patrol, ASW, track-
ing of Soviet vessels and search and rescue missions.
Detachments were maintained at Agana, Guam; NAF
Cam Rahn Bay, RVN; NS Sangley Point and NAS Cubi
Point, R.P.; and NAF Naha, Okinawa.
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26 Mar 1972: VP-4 deployed to NAS Cubi Point,
providing support to the fleet in Operations Market
Time over the area designated as Yankee Station (the
operational staging area at 16N-110E in the South
China Sea off the coast of Vietnam). A squadron de-
tachment was maintained during the deployment at U-
Tapao, Thailand. Upon completion of deployment on
1 November 1972, the squadron was awarded the
Meritorious Unit Commendation for services rendered
during this period.

Dec 1973: The squadron completed a retrofit of its
P-3A Orion aircraft with the latest type of low-fre-
guency navigational system and general-purpose com-
puter. The upgrade greatly improved submarine detec-
tion prior to another WestPac deployment at Naha,
Okinawa.

A VP-4 P-3B at NAS Moffett Field in November 1972. (Courtesy Rick
R. Burgress Collection via Michael Grove).

5 Feb 1974: The squadron conducted a mine-drop
exercise at lwakuni, Japan. Other operations during
this period included shipping surveillance with em-

phasis on small craft used in drug running operations
out of the Golden Triangle (Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam,
Thailand and Malaysia).

May 1975: The squadron deployed to NAS Cubi
Point, R.P., to participate in the SS Mayaguez recovery
efforts. Mayaguez had been seized on 12 May in inter-
national waters by a Cambodian gunboat controlled
by the Communist Khmer Rouge. Air strikes were
flown by Coral Sea (CVA 43) as USAF helicopters
loaded with Marines approached the area. The ship
and crew were released on 14 May. During the rest of
the deployment the squadron participated in
Operation Frequent Wind, the evacuation of Saigon,
providing around-the-clock surveillance of the
Vietnamese refugee ships.

21 Aug 1976: VP-4 deployed four aircraft and crews
to Kadena, Okinawa, during the “Korean Crisis” lasting
from 20 August to 9 September 1976. The period of
heightened international tension resulted from the
murder of two U.S. Army officers in the demilitarized
zone by North Korean guards. The crews maintained
round-the-clock surveillance flights over the Tsushima
Straits and the Sea of Japan.

Feb 1979: New P-3B TAC/NAV MOD *“Super Bee”
aircraft were received by VP-4, and the crews spent
the period from February to May 1979 in transition
training. This modification entailed installation of a
very low-frequency navigation system and general
purpose computer that enabled older P-3A and P-3B
model Orions to stabilize a sonobuoy pattern more
effectively.

Sep 1980: VP-4 aircraft participated in exercise
Cope Canine. During September a detachment of air-
craft deployed to the ICBM impact range off
Kwajelein, Marshall Islands, in conjunction with an

A squadron P-3C in
flight with Diamond
Head in the back-
ground. Note the less
stylized dragon de-
sign on the tail.
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optical tracker project for the detection of test war-
heads reentering the atmosphere.

Apr-Oct 1981: VP-4 deployed to WestPac, partici-
pating in numerous operations at Diego Garcia,
B.1.O.T.; NAS Cubi Point, R.P.; NAF Kadena,
Okinawa; and NAF Misawa, Japan. During this pe-
riod, one squadron aircraft was assigned SAR assis-
tance to the inhabitants of Pagan Island, which had
suffered a catastrophic volcanic eruption. The
squadron was reunited with its detachments on 10
October 1981, upon its return to NAS Barbers Point,
Hawaii.

Mid-Oct 1981: VP-4 aircraft were fitted with the
Harpoon missile and infrared detection gear. In
December, one squadron P-3B was equipped with the
Harpoon Air Launch Over-the-horizon Targeting
System for testing.

May 1982: VP-4 deployed to WestPac, based at NAS
Cubi Point, R.P., with a detachment at Diego Garcia,
B..LO.T. In August the squadron shifted to Misawa,
Japan, to participate in Midway (CV 41) Battle Group
operations.

5 Mar 1984: VP-4 began transitioning to the new P-
3C MOD at NAS Moffett Field, Calif. Crew training for
the new aircraft was conducted at NAS Moffett Field,
Calif., in three-crew detachments.

9 Nov 1987: VP-4 deployed to NAS Cubi Point, R.P,,
under operational control of CTG-72.3 and administra-
tive control of PatWing-1. On 9 to 11 December 1987,
crew seven flew SAR over the site of the Korean Air
Lines (KAL) crash. KAL 007 had gone off course and
had been shot down by a Soviet air defense aircraft
after reputedly ignoring radio requests to leave the
area, and warning shots by the Soviet fighter.

14 Oct 1988: The squadron was tasked by CNO
to assist in testing the new Mark 50 torpedo
(Project 225). The remainder of 1988 was spent in
training and squadron standdown for inspections
and maintenance.

1 Nov-Dec 1990: VP-4 deployed to NAF Diego
Garcia, B.I.O.T., in support of Operation Desert Shield,
under the operational control of CTG-72 and adminis-
trative control of PatWing-1. During this period the
squadron participated in exercises Imminent Thunder
and Candid Hammer while operating out of a remote
site at Massirah, Oman. In December a detachment
was sent to NAF Kadena, Okinawa.

17 Jan-12 Mar 1991: The squadron conducted a
total of 89 combat missions in support of Operation
Desert Storm.

Nov 1993: VP-4 deployed to Kadena and Misawa,
Japan, with detachments at Adak, Alaska, and North
Island, Calif. After return from deployment in May
1994, the squadron concentrated on training and air-
craft maintenance, bringing five aircraft out of preser-
vation for restoration to full operational status.

Home Port Assignments

Location

NAS Alameda, Calif.

NAS Whidbey Island, Wash.

NAB Eniwetok

NAB Tinian

NAS North Island, Calif.
NAS Miramar, Calif.

NAS Whidbey Island, Wash.

NAF Naha, Okinawa

NAS Barbers Point, Oahu, Hawaii

Commanding Officers

LCDR Curtis L. Tetley
LCDR W. N. Thies
LCDR William J. Bowers

CDR Thomas F. Pollock
CDR Hart D. Hilton

CDR Alfred L. Gurney
CDR A. L Dodson

CDR J. C. Anderson
CDR Leslie D. Davis
CDR . E. Mishan

CDR G. S. Clute

CDR Peter A.M. Griber
CDR Grant L. Donnelly
CDR Walter E. Constance
CDR L. S. Edmonds

CDR Gordon R. Barnett
CDR C. W. Moses

CDR Arthur K. Bennett, Jr.
CDR Edwin E. Bowen
CDR R. T. Duncan, Jr.
CDR C. M. Walker

CDR Warren P. Vosseler
CDR William R. Whorton
CDR John R. Emerson
CDR Evan J. Vaughan, Jr.
CDR James A. Barnes
CDR Richard F. White
CDR R. H. Parker

CDR J. A. Messegee
CDR W. B. Powell

CDR W. R. Broadwell

CDR Theodore F. Rogers, Jr.

CDR John W. Stark

CDR Walter D. West |11
CDR Paul A. Griffin

CDR Hilary J. Nickel
CDR Curtis G. Borchardt
CDR Andrew J. Button
CDR Donald C. Ahlstrand
CDR Ralph M. Alford
CDR Timothy R. Bryan
CDR Charles R. Schmidt

Date of Assignment

1 Jul 1943

1 Nov 1944
27 Jun 1945
1946

Sep 1946
Nov 1947
Jan 1948

13 Aug 1956
Nov 1963

Date Assumed Command

1 Jul 1943

1 Nov 1944
Feb 1946
Sep 1946
Nov 1947
Apr 1949
31 Oct 1950
Jan 1952
Mar 1953
Jul 1954
Dec 1955
Apr 1957

8 Apr 1958
7 Apr 1959
29 Apr 1960
18 May 1961
23 Apr 1962
26 Apr 1963
7 Apr 1964
3 Nov 1964
8 Oct 1965
16 Dec 1966
9 Nov 1967
3 Dec 1968
28 Oct 1969
2 Oct 1970
10 Sep 1971
15 Sep 1972
Sep 1973
26 Jul 1974
1 Jul 1975

1 Jul 1976

1 Jul 1977
30 Jun 1978
15 Jun 1979
30 Jun 1980
26 Jun 1981
7 Jul 1982

5 Oct 1983
Jan 1985
Apr 1986

9 May 1987
18 May 1988
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Commanding Officers—Continued

Date Assumed Command

CDR Daniel J. Brennock 27 Apr 1989
CDR Robert L. Cunningham, Jr. 27 Apr 1990
CDR Carlos S. Badger 10 Apr 1991
CDR David M. Cashbaugh Apr 1992
CDR Marshall A. Hall 16 Apr 1993
CDR James M. Buyske 1 Apr 1994
CDR Sean O’Brien 7 Apr 1995
CDR Bruce Latta 4 Apr 1996
CDR Dean M. Kiyohara 15 Apr 1997
CDR Scott Jasper 3 Apr 1998

* The squadron was temporarily inactivated for the period
September 1946 to November 1947 and did not have a commanding

Type of Aircraft

Aircraft Assigned

Date Type First Received

officer assigned.

Date of

Date of

Major Overseas Deployments

Departure Return Wing

9 Jan 1944 1 Oct 1944 FAW-2

27 Jun 1945 Sep 1946 FAW-2
May 1948 Aug 1948 FAW-4

1 Sep 1948 Mar 1949 FAW-4
Oct 1949 Dec 1949 FAW-4

1 Jan 1950 Mar 1950 FAW-4

Jul 1950 Feb 1951 FAW-2
May 1951 Jul 1951 FAW-2

12 Sep 1951 Dec 1951 FAW-4
Jun 1952 Jan 1953 FAW-2

1 Jan 1955 Feb 1955 FAW-2

10 Nov 1955 1 Dec 1955 FAW-2

26 Mar 1965 28 Sep 1965 FAW-8

26 Mar 1965 20 Apr 1965 FAW-8

20 Apr 1965 26 Apr 1965 FAW-8

22 Jan 1966 Jul 1966 FAW-8

1 Dec 1966 Jun 1967 FAW-8

31 Jan 1967 1 Aug 1967 FAW-8

15 Jul 1967 20 Jul 1967 FAW-8

1 Aug 1968" 1 Feb 1969 FAW-8

15 Aug 1968 10 Jan 1969 FAW-8

1 Nov 1969 1 Jun 1970 FAW-4

1 Mar 1970 May 1970 FAW-8

1 Feb 1971 31 Jul 1971 FAW-8
Feb 1971 Jul 1971 FAW-8

26 Mar 1972 1 Nov 1972 FAW-8

1 May 1972 1 Nov 1972 FAW-8

5 Feb 1974 30 May 1974 PatWing-1
May 1975 Nov 1975 PatWing-1
May 1976 Dec 1976 PatWing-1
21 Aug 1976 9 Sep 1976 PatWing-1
May 1977 Nov 1977 PatWing-1
4 Aug 1978 Dec 1978 PatWing-1
Nov 1979 May 1980 PatWing-1
May 1980 Jun 1980 PatWing-1
Sep 1980 Sep 1980 PatWing-2

PV-1 Jul 1943
PV-2 Jul 1945
P2Vv-1 Sep 1947
P2Vv-2 Jan 1948
P2V-5 Mar 1953
P2V-5F Mar 1956
P2V-7/SP-2H Sep 1962
P-3A Orion Oct 1965
P-3B-MOD (Super Bee) Feb 1979
P-3C Mar 1984
P-3C UI Nov 1989
P-3C UIIIR 1992

Base of Type of Area of

Operations Aircraft Operations

Tarawa/Roi PV-1 SoPac

Eniwetok PV-1 SoPac

Annette Is. P2V-2 NorPac

Adak P2v-2 NorPac

Kodiak P2v-2 NorPac

Adak P2v-2 NorPac

Barbers Pt. P2v-2 WestPac

Barbers Pt. P2v-2 WestPac

Kodiak P2v-2 NorPac

Barbers Pt. P2v-2 WestPac

Barbers Pt. P2V-5 WestPac

Whidbey Is. P2V-5 Trans/Global

Iwakuni SP-2H WestPac

Sangley Pt. SP-2H WestPac

Cubi Pt. SP-2H WestPac

Johnston Is. SP-2H WestPac

Canton Is. P-3A WestPac

Iwakuni P-3A WestPac

Naha P-3A WestPac

Iwakuni P-3A WestPac

Cam Ranh P-3A WestPac

Adak P-3A NorPac

Agana P-3A WestPac

Iwakuni P-3A WestPac

Cam Ranh P-3A WestPac

Cubi Pt. P-3A WestPac

U-Tapao P-3A WestPac

Naha P-3A WestPac

Cubi Pt. P-3A WestPac

Agana P-3A WestPac

Kadena P-3A WestPac

Cubi Pt. P-3A WestPac

Agana P-3A WestPac

Cubi Pt. P-3B MOD WestPac

Diego Garcia P-3B MOD 10

Kwajelein P-3B MOD WestPac
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Major Overseas Deployments—Continued
Date of Date of Base of Type of Area of
Departure Return Wing Operations Aircraft Operations
Apr 1981 Oct 1981 PatWing-1 Diego Garcia P-3B MOD 10/WestPac
Aug 1981° Oct 1981 PatWing-10 Adak P-3B MOD NorPac
May 1982 10 Nov 1982 PatWing-1 Cubi/Misawa P-3B MOD WestPac
10 Aug 1983 Feb 1984 PatWing-1 Kadena P-3B MOD WestPac
Jan 1985 Jul 1985 PatWing-1 Diego Garcia P-3C MOD 10
Jun 1986 Dec 1986 PatWing-10 Adak P-3C MOD NorPac
9 Nov 1987 9 May 1988 PatWing-1 Cubi Pt. P-3C MOD WestPac
1 Jun 1989 13 Oct 1989 PatWing-10 Adak P-3C MOD NorPac
1 Nov 1990 May 1991 PatWing-1 Diego Garcia P-3C UI 10
10 Nov 1990° 12 Mar 1991 PatWing-1 Massirah P-3C Ul Gulf
Nov 1993 May 1994 PatWing-1 Kadena P-3C UHIIR WestPac
Nov 1995 May 1996 PatWing-1 Misawa P-3C UIIIR WestPac
May 1997 Nov 1997 PatWing-1 Diego Garcia P-3C UHIIR 10
May 1997 Nov 1997 PatWing-1 Bahrain P-3C UHIIR Gulf
May 1997 Nov 1997 PatWing-1 Al Masirah P-3C UHIIR Gulf

* The squadron conducted split deployment to two sites during the same dates.

Wing Assignments

Wing Tail Code Assignment Date
FAW-6 1 Jul 1943
FAW-2 14 Aug 1943
FAW-6 1 Nov 1944
FAW-8 3 Mar 1945
FAW-2 8 Apr 1945
FAW-14 SC Sep 1946
FAW-4 SC Jan 1948
FAW-1 SC/ YD! 13 Aug 1956
FAW-2/PatWing-2+ YD Nov 1963

* The squadron remained part of FAW-14 but was assigned the tail
code SC on 7 November 1946.

" The squadron’s tail code was changed from SC to YD in 1957. The
effective date for this change was most likely the beginning of FY
1958 (1 July 1957).

* FAW-2 was redesignated Patrol Wing 2 (PatWing-2) on 30 June
1973.

Unit Awards Received

Unit Award Inclusive Date Covering Unit Award
NUC 01 Feb 1991 07 Feb 1991

17 Jan 1991 07 Feb 1991
MUC 12 May 1975 16 May 1975

Unit Awards Received—Con tinued

Unit Award

(Cubi Det)

(Spec Proj)

RVNGC

VNSM

NEM

(Spec Proj)

(Sel Crews)

AFEM

(Cubi Det)

NAVE
HSM

SASM

Inclusive Date Covering Unit Award

01 Feb 1971
01 Feb 1972
01 Oct 1979
01 Jan 1967
21 Nov 1968
01 Mar 1965
31 Jan 1967
01 Aug 1968
01 Feb 1971
01 May 1972
08 Dec 1978
10 Feb 1981
08 Dec 1978
21 Nov 1979
21 Nov 1979
10 Feb 1981
01 Aug 1968
01 Feb 1967
(Sel Crews)
01 Jan 1979
10 May 1969
09 Sep 1970
10 Nov 1990

30 Jul 1971

15 Jul 1972
31 Dec 1981
01 Jul 1967
31 Dec 1968
01 Nov 1965
01 Aug 1967
01 Feb 1968
31 Jul 1971
01 Nov 1972
06 Jun 1979
31 Mar 1981
06 Jun 1979
30 Sep 1980
20 Jun 1980
30 Jun 1981
31 Jan 1969
30 Jul 1967
15 May 1975
30 Jun 1980
31 May 1970
31 Oct 1970
10 Mar 1991

A formation of
squadron P-3s in
flight over Diamond
Head.
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Second VP-5

Lineage

Established as Patrol Squadron SEVENTEEN-F (VP-
17F) on 2 January 1937.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron SEVENTEEN (VP-17)
on 1 October 1937.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron FORTY TWO (VP-42)
on 1 July 1939.

Redesignated Bombing Squadron ONE HUNDRED
THIRTY FIVE (VB-135) on 15 February 1943.

Redesignated Patrol Bombing Squadron ONE HUN-
DRED THIRTY FIVE (VPB-135) on 1 October 1944.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron ONE HUNDRED
THIRTY FIVE (VP-135) on 15 May 1946.

Redesignated Medium Patrol Squadron (Landplane)
FIVE (VP-ML-5) on 15 November 1946.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron FIVE (VP-5) on 1
September 1948, the second squadron to be assigned
the VP-5 designation.

Squadron Insignia and Nickname

Patrol Squadron 17F was established at FAB Seattle,
Wash., in 1937. The insignia submitted by VP-17 to the
Bureau of Aeronautics was approved on 16 November
1938. Since most of the squadron’s activities took
place in Alaskan waters, a lion seal was chosen as the
central figure. The outline
of the insignia was circular,
with the seal in the center
balancing a bomb on it
nose. Colors: outline of in-
signia, black; background,
white; seal, black; and
bomb, black. There were
no letters or numbers on
the insignia designating the
squadron.

The original design was
retained until VP-42 was
redesignated VB-135 in

1943. The squadron

members began the pro-

cess for requesting a

new insignia more in

keeping with their cur-
rent mission, but the
new design was not ap-
proved until 30 August

1944. Shortly thereafter,

the squadron was again

redesignated and the
In 1944 the squadron’s second in-  NEW insignia  was
signia, the fox, was approved. adopted by VPB-135. It

The squadron’s first insignia
used a seal, indicative of its
operations in Alaskan waters.

consisted of a circular design with a cartoon fox cen-
tral, riding a flying gas tank. The fox had one eye cov-
ered with a blindfold and wore a Mae West life pre-
server with a bomb under its right arm and a package
of three machine guns under the left. A cane was
clutched in the left paw extending down through
clouds. A volcano was portrayed in the left corner of
the design. The “flying gas tank” symbolized the PV-1
Ventura flown by the squadron at the time, which was
a medium-range bomber with a “package” of heavy
50-caliber machine guns in the nose. The blindfold
represented the blind flying common over Alaskan
waters and the Aleutians, while the cane was the radar
used to find the target. The Mae West indicated that
most of the missions were conducted over water.
Colors: field, bright orange circled in black; fox, blue,
outlined in black; tongue, red; tip of tail, white; Mae
West, bright orange with black letters; package of ma-
chine guns, white with black outlines and black mark-
ings; machine guns, white with black outlines and
markings; cane, black; flying gas tank, bright yellow
with black outlines and markings; bomb, jade green;
clouds, white outlined in black; volcano, royal blue
with white top; and corner of field, royal blue. This
design was retained when VPB-135 was redesignated
VP-ML-5 in 1946.

The fox theme was continued in the third version of
the squadron insignia when the VP-ML-5 became VP-5
in 1948. There was no record of the date the new in-
signia was approved. The design was circular, with a
central cartoon fox holding a sledgehammer in its
raised right fist, preparing to strike a periscope emerg-
ing from the Atlantic area of the northern hemisphere
of a globe. Two palm trees graced the left portion of

The squadron’s current insignia, dating from the late 1940s contin-
ued the fox theme.
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the design, with a smoking volcano in the upper right
portion. The logo PATRON FIVE was across the out-
side top of the design, with MAD FOXES across the
outside bottom. The design represented the antisub-
marine role of the squadron, with its primary assign-
ment of duties in the Atlantic Ocean area. Colors:
field, blue with black outline; squadron logo and nick-
name, white letters on black background; continents
of hemisphere, yellow; ocean, black; trees, black trunk
with green top; volcano, black with white smoke; fox,
black with white outline and paws; periscope, white
outline; and hammer, black handle with white outline
sledge.
Nicknames: Blind Foxes (a.k.a. Empire Express),
1943-1946.
Mad Foxes, 1948—present.

Chronology of Significant Events

2 Jan 1937: VP-17F was established at FAB Seattle,
Wash., under the administrative command of PatWing-
4, Base Force. The squadron’s PM-1 seaplanes were
tended by Thrush (AVP 3).

1 Oct 1937: VP-17F was redesignated VP-17 when
all patrol squadrons were removed from the Base
Force and placed administratively under Patrol Wings.

17 Mar 1938: VP-17 turned in its PM-1s in March
for the new PBY-2 Catalina seaplanes. Tender support
for the squadron was supplied by Teal (AVP 5). The
squadron participated in Fleet Problem XIX (Phase II)
as part of White Force, along with aircraft of patrol
squadrons 7, 9, 11, 12, 16, 17 and 19. Missions in-
cluded flights extending out to 600 miles to locate and
successfully attack elements of Black Force. The exer-
cises marked the first use of long-distance radio bear-
ings for aircraft.

1 Nov 1938: PBY aircraft of the period lacked cabin
heaters, resulting in great crew discomfort at high alti-
tude or in northern regions. VP-17 was selected to test

A squadron PM-1 at Sitka, Alaska.

A squadron PBY-1 in flight over mountains in Alaska, circa 1939.

new electrically heated flying suits. In the first trials,
the suits blew out fuses while at 18,700 feet. The gen-
eral opinion was that the suits were too bulky and un-
reliable in the cramped confines of the aircraft. The
manufacturer began to incorporate better heating and
cabin insulation in later models of the PBY, greatly im-
proving crew comfort on long flights.

30 Jan 1941: The squadron began a refit with new
aircraft, turning in the older PBY-2 models for PBY-5
aircraft fresh from the factory.

15 Jul 1941: VP-42 was deployed to Sitka, Alaska,
for advanced base operations and cold weather train-
ing. A detachment was maintained at Kodiak, Alaska.
On 2 September 1941, the Kodiak detachment was vis-
ited by two aircraft from a Russian seaplane squadron
under the command of General Gromof.

7 Dec 1941: Upon receiving word of the attack on
Pearl Harbor, all squadron aircraft were put on alert
and prepared for a move to Tongue Point, British
Columbia. The movement of the squadron to the tem-
porary location took place on 8 December 1941, and
remained in effect until the next week.

29 Jan 1942: VP-42 flew all of its PBY-5s to San
Diego, Calif., where they were turned in for new PBY-
5A amphibious models. Squadron strength was in-
creased to 12 aircraft.

1 Feb 1942: VP-42 relieved VP-41 of patrol duties at
Kodiak, Alaska. Beginning 1 March 1942, aircraft were
sent in elements of two to NAS Alameda, Calif., for in-
stallation of ASD-1 radar.

3-15 Jun 1942: VP-42 participated in the first attack
on Japanese vessels and positions while based at
Dutch Harbor, in the Aleutians. Lieutenant (jg) Lucius
D. Campbell flew through a snow squall to make con-
tact with a heavy enemy concentration south of
Umnak Island. Despite severe damage from enemy
aircraft, he remained in the area until he had deter-
mined the extent of the enemy forces and their loca-
tion. On his return to Dutch Harbor his Catalina ran
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out of fuel and he was forced to
make an open sea landing.
They survived the forced
landing and were res-
cued later in the day.
On 11 June 1942,
Commander Patrol

Wing 4 received
a message from
Commander in

Chief Pacific

which said,

“bomb  the

enemy out of

Kiska.?”

Following un-

successful mis-
sions by USAAF
B24s and B-17s,

aircraft available
from VPs 41, 42, 43
and 51 commenced

continuous bombing mis-
sions against targets in Kiska
harbor from 11 to 13 June. These
missions became known as the
“Kiska Blitz.” During these bomb-
ing strikes the aircraft were ser-
viced by Gillis (AVD 12) at Nazan Bay, Atka Island.
Efforts to use the PBYs as horizontal bombers drop-
ping their bombs from above the clouds proved fu-
tile. Pilots began attacking singly, approaching from a
direction that provided the best cloud cover. When
they were over the harbor the Catalinas were put into
a dive and bombs released at the appropriate time.
The flak was intense. A pullout was initiated at be-
tween 500 and 1,500 feet, and the plane immediately
again sought cover in the clouds. The raids continued

Ground crew checks out a PBY while based in the Northern Pacific,
80-G-17849 (Courtesy Captain Jerry Mason, USN).

A PBY-5A flies a patrol near the snowy Aleutian
Islands, circa 1942, 80-G-K-15433.

until Gillis ran out of bombs and
fuel. Lieutenant (jg) Campbell
was awarded the Navy
Cross for his conduct
during the campaign
in Alaska.
1 Jul 1942: VP-
42 relocated to
Cold Bay, Alaska,
to provide sup-
port to the FAW-

4 Air Search

Group. On 20

July 1942, the

squadron

moved again to
Nazan Bay, Atka
Island. Tender
support was pro-
vided by Gillis (AVD
12, former DD 260).
3 Aug 1942: The
squadron returned to
Seattle for two weeks of leave,
returning to Kodiak on 22 August
1942, for a continuance of combat
operations.

23 Aug 1942: VP-42 was called
upon to provide cover for the occupation of Adak.

31 Aug 1942: Lieutenant S. Coleman of VP-42 heav-
ily damaged the Japanese submarine RO-61. The sub-
marine, Commander Tokutomi commanding, was
caught on the surface five miles north of Cape Shaw,
Atka Island. RO-61 was located later on the same day
by Reid (DD 369) and sunk. Several survivors were
rescued from the frigid waters.

15 Feb 1943: While stationed at Umnak, Alaska,
VP-42 was redesignated VB-135. On the same date,

A PBY being refueled in preparation for a patrol in Alaskan waters,
80-G-17852 (Courtesy Captain Jerry Mason, USN).
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orders were received returning the squadron to
Seattle, Wash., for a refit at NAS Whidbey Island,
Wash., with new PV-1 Ventura medium bombers, the
first to operate in the Pacific and Aleutians area. The
squadron began training on 24 February 1943 after a
short leave for all hands.

23 Mar 1943: VB-135 was soon en route to Adak,
Alaska, with its full complement of new PV-1 Venturas,
arriving on 12 April 1943. Until May of 1943, the pri-
mary duties of the squadron consisted of photorecon-
naissance and high-speed patrols over enemy held is-
lands. Most of the photo work was done with
hand-held K-20 cameras, since the aircraft had not
been fitted as photorecon models.

5 May 1943: On this date, VB-135 made its first full-
scale attack on Japanese positions on Kiska in the
Aleutians, using the aircraft ASD-1 radar to penetrate
the cloud cover over the target area. The squadron
was based during this period at Amchitka.

10 Aug 1943: VB-135 had moved to the island of
Attu by August, and was given the task of providing
antiaircraft patrols 500 miles west and south of the is-
land operating from a partially completed air strip at
Alexai Point. Severe crosswinds and tent quarters
made living and flying from the island a nightmare.

5 Nov 1943-Feb 1944: The squadron returned to
NAS Whidbey Island for leave and reassignment of
personnel. Only four aircraft were able to depart Attu,
the rest being unserviceable. On 3 February 1944, the
squadron was reformed with new squadron personnel

and aircraft. Transition training commenced for air-
crews, many of whom had never flown the PV-1
Ventura.

19 Apr 1944: The squadron flew to Adak, Alaska,
where special training began on the use of LORAN for
long-distance navigation in the hostile environment of
the far north. LORAN was a system of electronic navi-
gation using fixed beacons that constantly transmitted
repetitive signals. An aircraft could determine its rela-
tive position between the two beacons based on the
strength and direction of the signals. Each beacon had
an identifying signal prefix that matched its location
on the map. The HEDRON installed the new LORAN
gear in the aircraft during this period and on 4 May
1944 flew to Casco Field, Attu, to resume combat
operations.

10 May 1944: VB-135 conducted night photore-
connaissance over the Japanese-held islands of
Paramushiro and Shimushu in the Kuriles. Photo
flash bombs were used to light the target areas. The
missions soon became known as the “Empire
Express” runs, since they were the first to encroach
on the Japanese home islands. This time the aircraft
had been fitted with bow-mounted Fairchild K19-A
cameras.

14 Jun 1944: VB-135 aircraft conducted daylight
photoreconnaissance over Paramushiro and Shimushu,
resulting in the loss of two aircraft damaged and
forced to land in Russian territory. The crews were in-
terned by the Soviets for several months.

In the right foreground is a PV-1 Ventura with several other PV-1s on the flight line of an Aleutians airfield in the summer of 1943. The photo also
shows several PBY-5As. The PBYs are not part of the squadron’s complement. The squadron had transitioned from the PBY to the PV-1s in

February 1943, 80-G-K-8133.
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23 Jul 1944: Lieutenant Vivian attacked and sank a
Japanese picket boat, but his aircraft was badly dam-
aged by antiaircraft fire. He and his crew were forced
to land in Russian territory to face an internment of
several months.

23 Oct 1944: VPB-135 transferred back to NAS
Whidbey Island, Wash., for reforming and training of
new crews. Instrument training was conducted at NAS
Whidbey lIsland, Wash., from February-June 1945.

1 Jun 1945: VPB-135 transferred to NAAF Mount
Vernon, Wash., for transition training in the new PV-2
Harpoon. The squadron eventually received 15 of the
aircraft. Repairs to the wing spars of the new planes at
the Burbank factory from 23-30 June delayed the
squadron’s return to combat for its third tour.

4 Aug 1945: The squadron returned to Attu, Alaska,
for another combat tour. Indoctrination training on
local weather conditions was given to all new crews
through 18 August 1945, when the first sector searches
were initiated.

20 Nov 1945: On this date VPB-135 aircraft and
crews arrived at Edenton, N.C., for reforming of the
squadron.

30 Nov 1946: VPB-135 was chosen to represent the
U. S. Navy patrol squadron community during presi-
dential inauguration ceremonies in Mexico City.

Jun 1948: VP-ML-5 received the first P2V Neptune,
and changed its nickname to the “Mad Foxes.”

Jun 1958: The squadron deployed to Argentia,
Newfoundland. “Ice reccos” and shipping patrols were
flown without incident. “Ice reccos” were patrols over
shipping lanes on the lookout for icebergs that might
endanger surface vessels in the area. In July, half of
the squadron deployed to Rota, Spain, to become the
first patrol squadron based there.

Apr 1959: VP-5 deployed to Keflavik, Iceland. Two
other squadrons were stationed there during this pe-
riod, participating in exercises with the fleet. A Soviet
submarine was tracked for 24 hours at one point in
the exercise, but finally surfaced and proceeded on its
way after failing to shake the trackers.

Jul 1960: The squadron was scheduled for a five
month deployment to Rota, Spain, for duties with the
Sixth Fleet, but in September the deployment was
rescheduled. VP-5 became the first full squadron to be
deployed to Sigonella, Sicily, after the base became
operational.

Apr-May 1961: VP-5 participated in exercises in
the Caribbean as well as aiding in the recovery of
America’s first astronaut, Commander Alan B. Shepard,
Jr,, on 5 May 1961.

Jul 1961: As part of the Project Mercury recovery
team, VP-5 aided in the recovery of Captain Virgil I.
Grissom, USAF.

1 Sep 1962: The squadron was again called upon to
assist in the recovery of astronauts, participating in the
spotting of Commander Wally M. Shirra after his fa-

mous flight on 3 October 1962, orbiting six times
around the earth.

Oct 1962: The squadron was one of the first called
up for the Cuban Quarantine during the Cuban Missile
Crisis. VP-5 staged patrols from Jacksonville, Fla.;
Roosevelt Roads, P.R.; and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. It
was the first squadron to spot and photograph a
Soviet ship, Bucharest, carrying missiles, and later the
first to locate and track the first Soviet ship departing
Cuba with dismantled missiles aboard.

1 Jul 1966: VP-5 received its first three P-3A Orions.
The squadron was the last fleet operational unit to fly
the SP-2E.

1 Jun 1967: VP-5 deployed to WestPac with the ma-
jority of the squadron based at NS Sangley Point, R.P.
Duties consisted of Yankee Station patrols (the opera-
tional staging area at 16N-110E in the South China Sea
off the coast of Vietnam), anti-infiltration surveillance,
and open ocean shipping surveillance flights. Yankee
Station patrols provided night radar coverage of the
Gulf of Tonkin as one measure in the defense of the
fleet’s strike carriers from attack by high-speed surface
craft.

23 May 1968: VP-5 deployed to Rota, Spain, sup-
ported by Tallahatchie County (AVB 2) off Souda Bay,
Crete. The use of a support vessel for land-based air-
craft at an advanced base site was an experimental
concept. The detachment at Crete proved that the idea
had merit, but there were no subsequent deployments
with support supplied solely by tenders.

7 Dec 1979: VP-5 deployed to Bermuda with
squadron detachments sent at different times to
Keflavik, Iceland; Lajes, Azores; Dakar, Africa; and
Roosevelt Roads, P.R. From January—-March the
squadron flew in relief supplies to earthquake victims
in the Azores.

May 1982: VP-5 deployed to Sigonella, Sicily. The
squadron’s ASW activities during the deployment
earned it a Meritorious Unit Commendation. For its
support to the Sixth Fleet during the evacuation of the
Palestine Liberation Organization from Lebanon and
the subsequent deployment of Marines into that local-
ity, the squadron was awarded the Navy Expeditionary
Medal. During this period the squadron was one of
several evaluating the effect of female personnel on
squadron operations. Approximately 45 women had
been assigned to the roster.

Feb 1986: The squadron was sent on a SAR mission
after the explosion of the space shuttle Challenger. An
aircraft from VP-5 located the nose cone from the
shuttle and directed surface recovery vessels to the
critical item.

Aug 1986: VP-5 deployed to NAS Bermuda. During
the deployment the squadron conducted seven
Harpoon exercises with other squadrons. In October
the squadron spotted a Soviet Yankee-class submarine
on the surface in sinking condition. The hour-by-hour
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A squadron P2V Neptune on
patrol in January 1962.

A squadron P-3
Orion in the fore-
ground with five
other squadron
P-3s lined up on
the tarmac at
NAS Jacksonville.

A VP-5 P-3C at NAS Moffett Field in June
1979. (Courtesy Rick R. Burgress Collection).

A squadron P-3 Orion in flight with a Harpoon missile under the wing.
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monitoring of the Soviet warship was continued until
it sank beneath the waves, earning the squadron a rec-
ommendation for a Meritorious Unit Commendation
from CINCLANTFLT.

Dec 1986: While operating out of Bermuda, VP-5
participated in the Coast Guard’s drug interdiction pro-
gram. The resulting operations in the Caribbean netted
over 17,000 pounds of marijuana.

Jun 1990: VP-5 participated in the drug interdiction
program established by the Secretary of Defense.
Detached to bases in the Caribbean and South
America, the “Mad Foxes” played a key role in the in-
terdiction effort spotting suspicious ships and aircraft
in the patrol areas.

1 Jan 1991: VP-5 deployed to NAS Rota, Spain.
Detachments were deployed to NAF Souda Bay, Crete;
NAS Sigonella, Sicily; NAF Lajes Field, Azores; and

NAS Keflavik, Iceland. During the Gulf War one air-
craft of the Souda Bay detachment maintained surface
surveillance patrols north of Egypt.

19 Jul 1991: During a change of command dinner
at NAS Jacksonville, Fla., in honor of out-going com-
manding officer Commander Franklin D. Bryant, Jr., an
honored guest was in attendance—Captain Vazhov,
Flotilla Staff Officer from the Soviet Union’s Northern
Fleet, was participating in an exchange program for
foreign officers.

3 Sep 1992: VP-5 deployed to NAS Keflavik,
Iceland. During the deployment the squadron partic-
ipated in anti-surface/mining operations with USAF
F-15 aircraft. Ten different NATO countries were vis-
ited during this period, including the United
Kingdom, Norway, Netherlands, France, Germany
and Canada.

A squadron P-3C flying over a nuclear powered submarine, 1991.
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Home Port Assignments

Location

FAB Seattle, Wash.

NAS Edenton, N.C.

NAS Quonset Pt., R.I.
NS San Juan, P.R.

NS Roosevelt Roads, P.R.
NAS Jacksonville, Fla.

Commanding Officers

LCDR Dolph C. Allen
LCDR John Perry

LCDR Stanhope C. Ring
LCDR Edwin R. Peck
LCDR Allan R. Nash
LCDR James S. Russell
LCDR Charles E. Perkins
LCDR Paul C. Williams
LCDR Clyde H. Parmelee
LT Marion A. Mason (actg.)
LCDR Paul L. Stahl

LT Marion A. Mason
LCDR A. L. Gardner
CDR J. J. Worner

LCDR N. E. Harris

LCDR T. T. Guillory

CDR A. H. Dickhoff
CDR Fred Bories

CDR Rex W. Warner
CDR James C. Houghton
CDR Albert R. Barbee
CDR William G. Matton, Jr.
CDR Edgar E. Coonrod
CDR Robert M. Strieter
CDR John W. Crowe
CDR Arthur C. Cason
CDR John J. Coonan
CDR Thomas H. Casey, Jr.
CDR Robert J. Huber
CDR Robert P. Smyth
CDR Jack A. Pate

CDR Joseph T. Kosnik
CDR Marvin D. Marsh
CDR John V. Josephson
CDR John R. Farrell

CDR Herman C. Abelein
CDR Richard T. Thomas

Date of Assignment

2 Jan 1937

20 Nov 1945
15 May 1946

Jan 1947
Jun 1947
Dec 1949

Date Assumed Command

Jan 1937

30 Sep 1937
Oct 1938
1939

1940

Jul 1941
Oct 1942
25 Feb 1943
Mar 1943

5 Nov 1943
Jan 1944
Nov 1944
17 Oct 1945
18 Jun 1946
19 Jun 1947
16 Jun 1948
7 Jul 1949
Aug 1950
Feb 1951
Jan 1952
Jan 1953
Apr 1954
Aug 1955
Aug 1956
Jan 1958
Jan 1959
Jan 1960
Jan 1961
Jan 1962
Jan 1963
Jan 1964

15 Jan 1965
14 Jan 1966
20 Jan 1967
29 Dec 1967
13 Jan 1969
16 Jan 1970

Commanding Officers—Continued

CDR George D. Barker
CDR Harry A. Hoover
CDR Frank I. Woodlief
CDR Richard W. Weir

CDR Harold L. Midtvedt
CDR Alvin C. Gross, Jr.
CDR Jerome D. Piccioni
CDR William R. Spearman
CDR Charles H. Conley
CDR Irvin C. Evans, Jr.
CDR Karl H. Kaeser

CDR Frederick A. Holk, Jr.
CDR Norbert R. Ryan, Jr.
CDR Mark B. Baldy

CDR Richard G. Kirkland
CDR Edwin W. Dews

CDR Paul S. Semko

CDR George T. Hodermarsky
CDR Howard S. Hilley
CDR Franklin D. Bryant, Jr.
CDR Robert D. Whitmire
CDR Lawrence S. Cotton, Jr.
CDR Altman L. Lawson
CDR Richard W. O’Sullivan
CDR Ronald R. Manley
CDR James F. Root, Jr.
CDR Michael J. Szostak
CDR Adreon M. Ensor

Aircraft Assignment

Type of Aircraft
PM-1

PBY-2
PBY-5
PBY-5A
PV-1

PV-2

P2v-1

P2V-3

P2V-5

SP-2E

P-3A

P-3A (DIFAR)
P-3C

P-3C UIIIR

Date Assumed Command

15 Jan 1971
14 Jan 1972
Jan 1973

25 Jan 1974
23 Jan 1975
23 Jan 1976
21 Jan 1977
1 Jan 1978
Dec 1978

21 Nov 1979
11 Dec 1980
11 Dec 1981
17 Dec 1982
Apr 1984

Jul 1985

29 Aug 1986
24 Jul 1987
22 Jul 1988
7 Jul 1989
13 Jul 1990
26 Jul 1991
10 Jul 1992
9 Jul 1993
Jun 1994

7 Jul 1995
17 May 1996
Jun 1997

19 Jun 1998

Date Type First Received

Jan 1937
Mar 1938
Jan 1941
Jan 1942
Feb 1943
Jun 1945
Jun 1948
1951
1952
1964

1 Jul 1966
Dec 1971
Feb 1974
1989
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Date of
Departure

17 Mar 1938
15 Jul 1941
1 Feb 1942
23 Aug 1942
23 Mar 1943

19 Apr 1944
4 Aug 1945
Aug 1950
Jul 1953
Oct 1954
Nov 1955
Mar 1957
Mar 1957
Jun 1958
Jul 1958
Apr 1959
Jul 1960
Sep 1960
Dec 1961
Dec 1961
Jul 1963

1 Dec 1964
15 Jan 1965
1 Jun 1967
23 May 1968

1 Mar 1970
1 Mar 1971
1 Mar 1971
24 Mar 1972
Mar 1973
Jun 1973
Sep 1974
Feb 1976
Apr 1977
22 Sep 1978
7 Dec 1979
7 Feb 1981
May 1982
Nov 1983
Nov 1983
Jan 1985
Aug 1986
Jan 1988

1 Aug 1989
1 Jan 1991
3 Sep 1992
1 Sep 1993
Feb 1994
Aug 1995
Feb 1997
Feb 1997
Feb 1997

* The squadron conducted a split-site deployment to two different bases on the same dates.

Date of
Return

Apr 1938

1 Oct 1941

3 Aug 1942
15 Feb 1943
5 Nov 1943

23 Oct 1944
20 Nov 1945
Jan 1951
Dec 1953
Mar 1955
Jun 1956

1 Sep 1957
Oct 1957
Oct 1958
Oct 1958
Jun 1959
Sep 1960
Dec 1960

1 Sep 1962
Jul 1962
Nov 1963
15 Jan 1965
Jun 1965

3 Dec 1967
3 Dec 1968

Jul 1970

1 Jul 1971
Jun 1971
20 Aug 1972
May 1973
Aug 1973
Mar 1975
Jul 1976
Sep 1977
Feb 1979
Apr 1980
Jul 1981

3 Nov 1982
Apr 1984
Apr 1984
20 Jun 1985
Jan 1987
Jun 1988
10 Feb 1990
Jul 1991
Mar 1993
Mar 1994
Aug 1994
Feb 1996
Aug 1997
Aug 1997
Aug 1997

Major Overseas Deployments

Wing

PatWing-4
FAW-4
FAW-4
FAW-4
FAW-4

FAW-4

FAW-4

FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-8

FAW-11

FAW-11

FAW-11

FAW-11

FAW-11

FAW-11

FAW-11

PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11
PatWing-11

Base of
Operations

Thrush (AVP 3)

Sitka

Gillis (AVD 12)

Kodiak

Adak/Amchitka/

Attu
Adak/Attu
Attu
Argentia
Keflavik
Argentia
Port Layuety
Keflavik
Port Layuety
Argentia
Rota
Keflavik
Rota
Sigonella
Rota
Keflavik
Sigonella
Guantanamo
Sigonella
Sangley Point

Crete/Tallahatchie
County (AVB 2)

Sigonella
Rota
Lajes
Sigonella
Rota
Lajes
Sigonella
Keflavik
Sigonella
Keflavik
Bermuda
Sigonella
Sigonella
Rota
Lajes
Sigonella
Bermuda
Sigonella
Bermuda
Rota
Keflavik
Keflavik
Keflavik
Keflavik
Keflavik

Roosevelt Roads

Panama

Type of
Aircraft

PBY-2
PBY-5
PBY-5A
PBY-5A

PV-1

PV-1

PV-2

P2Vv-3
P2V-5
P2Vv-5
P2V-5
P2V-5
P2V-5
P2V-5
P2V-5
P2V-5
P2V-5
P2V-5
P2V-5
P2V-5
P2V-5
SP-2E
SP-2E
P-3A

P-3A
P-3A
P-3A
P-3A

P-3A DIFAR Med
P-3A DIFAR Med

P-3A DIFAR
P-3C

P-3C

pP-3C

P-3C

P-3C

P-3C

P-3C

P-3C

P-3C

P-3C

P-3C

P-3C

P-3C UHIR
P-3C UIIR
P-3C UIIR
P-3C UHIR
P-3C UIIR
P-3C UIIR
P-3C UHIIR
P-3C UIIR
P-3C UIIR

Area of
Operations

SoPac

NorPac
NorPac
NorPac

NorPac
NorPac
NorPac
NorLant
NorLant
NorLant
Med
Norlant
Med
NorLant
Med
NorLant
Med
Med
Med
NorLant
Med
Carib
Med
WestPac

Med
Med
Med
NorLant

NorLant
Med
NorLant
Med
NorLant
Lant
Med
Med
Med
Med
Med
Lant
Med
Lant
Med
NorLant
NorLant
NorLant
NorLant
NorLant
Carib
Carib
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Wing Assignments

Wing Tail Code Assignment Date
Base Force 2 Jan 1937
PatWing-4/FAW-4 1 Oct 1937
FAW-6 15 Feb 1943
FAW-4 25 Mar 1943
FAW-6 5 Nov 1943
FAW-4 19 Apr 1944
FAW-6 5 Dec 1944
FAW-4 4 Aug 1945
FAW-5 EDf 20 Nov 1945
FAW-11/ PatWing-11¢ ED/MC*/LA” 1 Jan 1947

* Patrol Wing 4 was redesignated Fleet Air Wing 4 on 1 November
1942.

' The squadron remained a part of FAW-5, but was assigned the tail
code ED on 7 November 1946.

* The squadron remained part of Fleet Air Wing 11 but was assigned
the new tail code MC on 4 August 1948.

§ FAW-11 was redesignated PatWing-11 on 1 July 1973.

” The squadron'’s tail code was changed from MC to LA in 1957. The
effective date for this change was most likely the beginning of FY
1958 (1 July 1957).

Unit Award
NUC

MuUC

(Det)
RVNGC
NAVE

HSM
JMUA

Unit Awards Received

Inclusive Date Covering Unit Award

1 Jun 1942
01 Jan 1967
29 Mar 1976
05 Dec 1979
09 Feb 1981
21 May 1982
26 May 1981
01 May 1967

01 Jul 1974

01 Jul 1975
19 May 1980
15 Aug 1990

1 Aug 1942
31 Mar 1968
30 Apr 1976
14 May 1980

15 Jul 1981
02 Nov 1982
31 May 1981
01 Dec 1967
30 Jun 1975
30 Sep 1976
31 May 1980
12 Oct 1990

Squadron personnel form the designation VP-5 with squadron P-3Cs
in the background, 1991.
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First VP-6

Lineage
Established on paper as Patrol Squadron SIX (VP-6)

on 29 May 1924.
Removed from the records on 3 May 1926.

Squadron Insignia and Nickname
None on record.

Chronology of Significant Events

29 May 1924: VP-6 was scheduled for establish-
ment using naval station assets (two F-5L sea-
planes) at NAS Hampton Roads, Va. Prior to the
designation of patrol squadrons, each naval station
had maintained a small section of flying boats and
float planes. These aircraft, pilots and support per-
sonnel formed the cadre of the first true patrol

squadrons in the Navy. Unfortunately, documenta-
tion does not exist to verify that this squadron was
actually established. It appears to have been a
paper squadron listed in the records, but never
formed.

3 May 1926: VP-6 was removed from the records.

Home Port Assignments

Location
NAS Hampton Roads, Va.

Date of Assignment
Scheduled for 1924
Commanding Officers

Date Assumed Command
Not known if any personnel were assigned.
Aircraft Assignment

Type of Aircraft Date Type First Assigned
F-5L 1924

Major Overseas Deployments

Date of Date of
Departure Return PatWing
None

Wing Assignments

Wing Tail Code
Not applicable for 1920s time frame.

Date Assigned

Base of Type of
Operations

Area of

Aircraft Operations

Unit Awards Received

Unit Award
None on Record.

Inclusive Date Covering Unit Award
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Third VP-6

Lineage

Established as Bombing Squadron ONE HUNDRED
FORTY-SIX (VB-146) on 15 July 1943.

Redesignated Patrol Bombing Squadron ONE HUN-
DRED FORTY-SIX (VPB-146) on 1 October 1944.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron ONE HUNDRED
FORTY-SIX (VP-146) on 15 May 1946.

Redesignated Medium Patrol Squadron (Landplane)
SIX (VP-ML-6) on 15 November 1946.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron SIX (VP-6) on 1
September 1948, the third squadron to be assigned the
VP-6 designation.

Disestablished on 31 May 1993.

Squadron Insignia and Nickname

There is no record of an approved insignia for VB-
146, VPB-146 or VP-146. The squadron’s first insignia

Popeye astride a P2V
was the squadron’s
first approved insignia.
This design is the hand
drawn one submitted
for approval by CNO.

This insignia is the more formal design of Popeye and the P2V.

was developed from a design prepared by Bradley
Kelly of King Features Syndicate. It was approved by
CNO on 3 June 1947. Since the squadron had transi-
tioned from the PV-2 Harpoon to the P2V-1 Neptune,
the design featured the Neptune aircraft straddled by
the cartoon charter Popeye, holding an aircraft rocket
and a 50-caliber machine gun while flying above the
silhouette of a submarine. Colors: inner circle, yellow;
outer circle, orange; lettering, yellow; plane, blue; star
on plane, white with red and white stripe; rocket,
white with red head; machine gun, black with red
flame and white smoke; submarine, black; Popeye,
blue sailor pants with yellow belt, black blouse with
yellow buttons, red and black collar and blue cuffs
and a white cape; pipe, red. This insignia was used by
VP-ML-6 only.

The squadron’s second insignia was derived from
the name “Blue Sharks” based on a 1950 Colliers mag-
azine article titled “Blue Sharks Off the Red Coastline.”
The article described the squadron’s operations off the
enemy coast during the Korean War. The shark,
“Mano” in Hawaiian, is regarded as a fierce warrior
and hunter. It patrols the ocean, searching for prey
and protecting its territory. The insignia portrayed a
blue shark, arching over a splash in the sea where
ordnance had obviously just been dropped. The
squadron designation was inside scrollwork at the bot-
tom of the circular patch. Colors: shark, blue with
white highlighting; background, white; left quadrant of
patch blue with white stars; water blue, with white
splash from dropped depth charge; scroll at bottom,
blue with orange let-
ters and piping. The
insignia was approved
with modifications by
CNO on 7 October
1952. A “streamlined”
design without any
significant changes
was submitted to CNO
a decade later and ap-
proved as the new of-
ficial insignia on 26
December 1962.

Nickname: Blue
Sharks, 1950-1993.

This is the squadron’s modified shark
insignia approved by CNO in 1962.

Chronology of Significant Events

15 Jul 1943: VB-146 established at NAS Whidbey
Island, Wash. The squadron was assigned to fly the
PV-1 Ventura. On 5 December 1943, the squadron
moved to NAS Alameda, Calif., for final training prior
to combat deployment. On 22 December all squadron
aircraft, equipment and personnel were embarked
aboard Coral Sea (CVE 57) for conveyance to NAS
Kaneohe, Hawaii.
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29 Aug 1943: Lieutenant Commander Ralph R.
Beacham and his crew of five were lost between
Bellingham and Everett, Wash., in inclement weather
during a routine instrument training flight in a PV-1
(BuNo. 34637). A search for the aircraft was begun
when it became overdue, but the dense tree cover in
the mountains and poor visibility due to bad weather
conditions prevented the search teams from finding
the aircraft or crew.

28 Dec 1943: VB-146 commenced combat training
while conducting actual wartime patrols off the coasts
of the Hawaiian islands, convoy patrol duties in the
Central Pacific and advanced base patrols from
Midway and Johnston Island.

9 Apr 1944: VB-146 aircrews received training in air-
to-ground rocket firing and advanced ASW techniques.

8 Jun 1944: The squadron was deployed to the
South Pacific area of the Admiralty Islands, conducting
combat operations from Palmyra, Canton, Funafuti,
Espiritu Santo and Pityilu. On 24 June, while based at
Pityilu Island, the squadron was placed under Task
Force 70.2 for operational control.

19 Oct 1944: VPB-146 deployed to Morotoi to con-
duct sector searches and strikes on Japanese shipping.

1 Dec 1944: VPB-146 deployed to Mokerang air-
drome, Los Negros Island. Duties included 800-mile
search sectors, ASW patrol and antishipping missions
in support of the Morotoi landings and the Leyte,
Philippines occupation. Upon arrival at Mokerang one
half of the squadron personnel were given R&R to
Australia.

18 Feb 1945: VPB-146 departed the combat zone
for return to NAS Kaneohe, Hawaii, and on to NAS
San Diego, Calif.

15 Apr 1945: VPB-146 was reformed and com-
menced familiarization training on the new PV-2
Harpoon at NAS Moffett Field, Calif.

Sep 1946: Orders were received for deployment to
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The squadron arrived on 2
October 1946, and was stationed at NAS Barbers Point.
Over the next several months duties consisted of
search and ASW exercises with the fleet.

7 Nov 1946: A detachment of squadron aircraft was
sent to NAS Alameda, Calif., for deployment to Mexico
City to participate in an air demonstration for the pres-
idential inauguration ceremonies. Upon completion of
the detail, the detachment ferried PV-2s to NAS
Quonset Point, R.l., before returning to NAS Barbers
Point on 13 December 1946.

12 Dec 1947: VP-ML-6 was notified of a change in
permanent home base to NAS Whidbey Island, Wash.
The first elements of squadron personnel boarded
Suisan (AVP 53) for return to the continental United
States on 12 January 1948. The squadron officially de-
tached from FAW-2 on 30 January 1948.

30 Jan 1948: VP-ML-6 began transition training to
the P2V-2 at NAAS Miramar, Calif.

A squadron P2V in flight.

Apr 1950: New P2V-3 and P2V-3N aircraft were re-
ceived as replacements for the older P2V-2 aircraft
flown by the squadron.

28 Jun 1950-12 Feb 1951: VP-6 deployed to Korea
as the first patrol squadron in the theater of opera-
tions, and the first to fly the P2V Neptune in combat.
During this tour the squadron operated from Johnson
AFB, Japan, 7 July—6 August 1950; Tachikawa AFB,
Japan, 6 August 1950-12 February 1951; and a detach-
ment at Atsugi, Japan, 5 January-12 February 1951.
Patrols were flown over the Yellow Sea and Sea of
Japan, and in support of the Inchon landings.

29 Jul 1950: Two squadron P2V-3s, piloted by
Lieutenant Commander R. L. Ettinger and Lieutenant
William J. Pressler, sighted a train along the Korean
coast near Chongjin. The two crews destroyed the
train with 5-inch rockets and 20-mm bow guns.

13 Aug 1950: Two squadron Neptunes, led by
Lieutenant Command E. B. Rogers, attacked several
boats and barges engaged in minelaying near
Chinnampo. Three boats and two barges were sunk.
Roger's P2V was holed six times by enemy fire. On
the same day, other VP-6 aircraft damaged two surface
craft near Wonson.

16 Aug 1950: A squadron P2V piloted by Ensign
William F. Goodman, attacked an enemy patrol vessel
near Chinnampo. The starboard engine of his aircraft
was damaged by enemy fire and was ditched near the
enemy shoreline. The entire crew was rescued by the
Royal Navy cruiser HMS Kenya. As a result of this loss,
patrol aircraft were no longer assigned attack missions
in Korea.

1 Aug 1951: During the squadron’s second combat
deployment to Korea it moved to NAF Naha,
Okinawa, to conduct aerial reconnaissance off the
China Coast under the operational control of FAW-1.

6 Nov 1951: A squadron P2V-3W was shot down
with the loss of all hands (10 aircrewmen) by Russian
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fighter aircraft while on patrol in the Sea of Japan off
Vladisvostok, Siberia. BuNo 124284 was conducting a
weather reconnaissance mission under United Nations
command. The attack occurred over international wa-
ters, but the Russians claimed the aircraft had violated
Soviet airspace over Cape Ostrovnaya.

7 Jul 1952: VP-6 departed Hawaii for NAS Kodiak,
Alaska. Detachments were maintained at Ladd AFB
from 14 August-17 September and at NAS Adak from
10-20 December 1952, in support of the Cold Weather
Advance Base exercise.

Nov 1957: In November VP-6 participated in the
search for Pan-American Flight 944, lost in the western
Pacific. The futile search for survivors was the largest
air-sea rescue operation ever conducted in the Pacific.

Jul 1962: VP-6 flew 1,000 hours during operations
at Johnston Island in conjunction with testing of nu-
clear devices. Air samples were collected in the zone
near the test site and downwind to check on radioac-
tivity and particle dispersion.

Apr 1962: A squadron Neptune, flown by
Lieutenant Commander G. L. Page, ditched in the Sea
of Japan after both reciprocating engines experienced
mechanical problems and were feathered. The ditch-
ing was smoothly executed and the crew was picked
up within minutes with no injuries.

9 Aug 1964: VP-6 participated in the response to
the Tonkin Gulf Crisis with the Seventh Fleet, in wa-
ters off Southeast Asia. The squadron flew surveillance
and ASW patrols over the Gulf of Tonkin and the
South China Sea during this period. VP-6 was based at
NAF Naha, Okinawa, on 18 August 1964, relieving VP-
17. A detachment was maintained at NAS Cubi Point,
R.P. A few months later VP-6 was transferred to MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, where it was relieved in January by
VP-2.

15 Aug 1967: The Blue Sharks were the first patrol
squadron at NAS Barbers Point to receive Bullpup mis-
siles for the P-3A Orion. The small missile was carried
under the wing of the P-3A, and was intended for air-
to-surface attacks against small targets ashore and
afloat.

1 Jan 1968: The squadron deployed to WestPac
based at NAF Naha, Okinawa, with a detachment at
NS Sangley Point, R.P., and NAF Cam Ranh Bay,
Vietnam. During the deployment VP-6 conducted its
first patrols over a combat zone since the Korean War.

5 Apr 1968: A squadron aircraft, BuNo. 151350,
crashed on patrol over the China Sea with all hands
lost.

1 Jun 1969: VP-6 deployed to NS Sangley Point,
R.P., with a detachment at RTNB U-Tapao, Thailand.

14 Jul 1970: The squadron deployed to NAF Naha,
Okinawa, in support of Seventh Fleet operations off
the sea lane approaches to North Vietnam.

12 May 1971: A squadron P-3A (BuNo. 152151)
crashed shortly after takeoff from NAS Cubi Point, R.P.

All four engines had failed because cleaning fluid had
been mistakenly substituted for water-injection fluid.

21 Sep 1971: VP-6 deployed to NAS Cubi Point,
R.P., in support of the Seventh Fleet operations in
WestPac. A detachment was maintained at Cam Rahn
Bay, Vietham. Missions were generally flown through-
out South China Sea and off the coast of Vietnam.
Operations during this period concentrated on
Vietnamese infiltrator trawler interceptions.

30 Nov 1972: The squadron was again deployed to
WestPac based at NAF Naha, Okinawa, with a detach-
ment at RTNB U-Tapao, Thailand. The deployment
marked the last for the squadron in the Vietnamese
theatre of operations.

Aug 1975: VP-6 was the first squadron to deploy a
detachment to NAS Agana, Guam, with the P-3B. The
three-aircraft/four-crew detachment remained until
March 1976.

Aug 1977: Upon return from its 1976-1977 deploy-
ment, the squadron began the update program from
the P-3B to the P-3B TAC/NAV MOD Super Bee. The
retrofits to the P-3B airframes included more powerful
engines, improved navigation equipment and up-
graded avionics.

A VP-6 P-3B(Mod) at NAS Barbers Point in April 1979. (Courtesy
Rick R. Burgress Collection).

May 1978: VP-6 returned to Cubi Point, R.P., and
became the first of the patrol squadrons to deploy the
P-3B MOD aircraft. During this assignment the
squadron visited Australia, Kenya, Djibouti and Japan.
A detachment was also maintained throughout the de-
ployment on the island of Diego Garcia.

Jun 1979: VP-6 deployed a detachment to NAS
Agana, Guam, for ASW coverage, Marianas Island
surveillance flights and routine training missions.
During this period the detachment assisted in support
of refugee rescue operations flown from Cubi Point,
aiding in the recovery of over 500 Vietnamese.

5 Sep 1980: A VP-6 Orion, BuNo. 154591, made a
wheels up landing at NAS Barbers Point, Hawaii. One
crewman was injured, with extensive damage to the
aircraft.
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A squadron P-3C loaded with Harpoon missiles, 1984.

Nov 1980: The squadron deployed to NAS Cubi
Point, R.P., as the first Pacific fleet squadron to deploy
with full Harpoon missile capabilities. Throughout the
deployment a detachment was maintained on the is-
land of Diego Garcia.

Feb 1982: VP-6 deployed to NAS Agana, Guam.
During this period the squadron aircraft visited numer-
ous Southeast Asia countries. In the last two months of
the tour, the squadron was deployed to NS Adak,
Alaska, for a period of intense ASW operations against
Soviet submarines in the northern Pacific.

Jun-Sep 1988: VP-6 was placed in “Cold Iron” sta-
tus due to fiscal constraints. Basically, the standdown
permitted only the bare minimum of maintenance re-
quired to preserve the aircraft, but did not allow for
sufficient flying time to retain top crew proficiency. As
a result of the standdown aircrew proficiency was
graded unsatisfactory on the COMNAVAIRPAC Naval
Aviation Training and Procedures Standardization
(NATOPS) inspection conducted 26-30 September
1988.

Feb 1990: The Blue Sharks became the first patrol
squadron at NAS Barbers Point to receive the first P-3C
Update I1.5 aircraft. This update had improved elec-
tronics systems, new IACS (Integrated Acoustic
Communication System), improved MAD, standardized
wing pylons and improved wing fuel tank venting.

10 Jun 1992: VP-6 Blue Sharks went on their last
deployment to Misawa, Japan, to participate in opera-
tion Final Frenzy, a standard SEATO exercise with U.S.
and allied nations providing surveillance and ASW
coverage. Exercises took the squadron from the
Persian Gulf to Australia and involved allies from
Korea, Japan, Malaysia, Singapore and Hong Kong.

31 May 1993: VP-6 was disestablished at NAS
Barbers Point, Hawaii, after 13 years and over 73,600
flight hours mishap free.

15 Oct 1995: A hiker spotted the burned and shat-
tered remains of an aircraft in a remote area usually
covered by snow near Mt. Baker in northwestern
Washington. It was the remains of the PV-1 Ventura
belonging to VB-146 flown by Lieutenant Commander
Ralph R. Beacham, missing since 29 August 1943. A
Navy Recovery Team removed the remains of the two
officers and four enlisted crewmen for positive
identification and notification of next of kin.

Home Port Assignments

Location Date of Assignment
NAS Whidbey Island, Wash. 15 Jul 1943
NAS Kaneohe, Hawaii 28 Dec 1943
NAS Moffett Field, Calif. 15 Apr 1945
NAS Alameda, Calif. 30 Jul 1945
NAS Barbers Point, Hawaii 2 Oct 1946
NAS Whidbey Island, Wash. 30 Jan 1948
NAS Barbers Point, Hawaii 1 May 1949

Commanding Officers

Date Assumed Command

LCDR J. P. Rohinson, Jr. 5 Jul 1943
LCDR V. L. Schrager 15 May 1945
LCDR U. B. Holloway 1 Jul 1946
LCDR M. W. Nicholson 24 Oct 1946
LCDR R. F. Stultz 5 Sep 1947
CDR W. F. Dawson 18 Mar 1949
CDR E. W. Bridewell 6 Mar 1950
CDR A. F. Farwell 25 Jun 1950
CDR G. Howard 11 May 1951
CDR B. J. Moynahan 9 Jun 1952
CDR P. F. Bankhardt Jun 1953
CDRJ. Lynn Jun 1954
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Commanding Officers—Continued

CDR C. C. Schumuck

CDR R. Rodriguez
CDR J. H. Todd
CDR R. G. Wissman
CDR W. L. Garrett
CDR W. T. Welles
CDR E. F. Leonard
CDR R. J. Davis
CDR D. J. Worrall
CDR H. S. Potter
CDR D. P. Riley
CDR J. C. Wold
CDR R. L. Miller
CDR J. G. Loberger
CDR T. G. Cooper
CDR R. H. Botts
CDR W. B. Castro
CDR G. W. Mackay
CDR E. K. Anderson
CDR P. O’Connor
CDRR. E. Sorna
CDR D. A. Meyer
CDR L. W. Wright
CDR A. R. Maness
CDR J. A. Mason
CDR J. M. Jarratt

Date Assumed Command

15 Dec 1955
15 Sep 1956
24 Sep 1957
10 Oct 1958
13 Oct 1959
23 Nov 1960
18 Oct 1961
26 Sep 1962

3 Sep 1963
25 Aug 1964
15 Sep 1965

5 Jul 1966

3 Jul 1967
10 May 1968
23 May 1969
15 May 1970
28 May 1971
26 May 1972

7 Jun 1973
21 Jun 1974
28 May 1975
28 May 1976
24 Jun 1977
23 Jun 1978

1 Jun 1979

6 Jun 1980

Commanding Officers—Continued

CDR T. N. Danner
CDR T. A. Richardson
CDR R. J. Miles

CDR J. K. Sikes

CDR B. L. Tempel
CDR G. B. James

CDR W. B. Massenburg

CDR D. J. Nelson
CDR J. M. O'Brien
CDR J. S. Cooper
CDR S. R. White

Date Assumed Command

12 Jun 1981
18 Jun 1982

9 Jun 1983
19 Dec 1984
7 Mar 1986
12 Mar 1987
30 Mar 1988
30 Mar 1989
30 Mar 1990
15 Mar 1991
27 Mar 1992

Aircraft Assignment

Type of Aircraft
PV-1

PV-2

P2V-2
P2V-3/P2V-3W
P2V-5
P2V-5F
SP-2E Mod Il
P-3A Orion
P-3B

P-3B MOD

Date of

Date of

Departure Return

28 Dec 1943 8 Jun 1944
8 Jun 1944 18 Feb 1945
15 Sep 1948 16 Jan 1949
5 Jul 1949 4 Oct 1949
7 Jul 1950 6 Aug 1950
7 Aug 1950 12 Feb 1951
27 Jul 1951 15 Jan 1952
7 Jul 1952 Jan 1953

Jul 1953 Feb 1954
Oct 1954 Mar 1955
Mar 1956 Sep 1956
Mar 1958 Sep 1958
Jun 1960 Oct 1960
Oct 1961 May 1962
Jul 1962 Jul 1962
Sep 1962' Sep 1962

9 May 1963 Oct 1963

9 Aug 1964 25 Jan 1965
1 Sep 1964 28 Sep 1964
Jul 1965 20 Dec 1966
1 Jan 1968 1 Jul 1968

1 Jan 1968 1 Jul 1968

Major Overseas Deployments

Wing

FAW-2
FAW-17
FAW-4
FAW-4
FAW-6
FAW-6
FAW-1
FAW-4
FAW-1
FAW-4
FAW-2
FAW-2
FAW-2
FAW-2
FAW-2
FAW-2
FAW-2
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-4
FAW-8
FAW-8

P-3C UIL5

Base of
Operations

Midway
Admiralty Is.
Adak
Kodiak
Atsugi
Tachikawa
Atsugi
Kodiak
Sangley Pt.
Kodiak
Iwakuni
Iwakuni
Iwakuni
Iwakuni
Johnston Is.
Australia
Iwakuni
Iwakuni/Naha
Cubi Pt.
Adak

Naha
Sangley Pt.

Type of
Aircraft

PV-1

PV-1

pP2v-2

pP2v-2

P2V-3

P2V-3

P2V-3

P2V-3

P2V-3

P2V-5
P2V-5F
P2V-5F
P2V-5F
P2V-5FS
P2V-5FS
P2V-5FS
SP-2E Mod 2
SP-2E Mod I
SP-2E Mod I
SP-2E Mod Il
P-3A

P-3A

Date Type First Received

Jul 1943
Apr 1945
Feb 1948
Apr 1950
Feb 1954
Mar 1955
May 1962

1965
Nov 1974
Dec 1977
Jan 1990

Area of
Operations

WestPac
SoPac
NorPac
NorPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
NorPac
WestPac
NorPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
SoPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
NorPac
WestPac
WestPac
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Date of
Departure

13 May 1968
1 Jun 1969
27 May 1969
14 Jul 1970
21 Sep 1971"
21 Sep 1971"
30 Nov 1972
20 Dec 1972
Jan 1974
Aug 1975
Dec 1976
May 1978
Jun 1979
Nov 1980
Feb 1982
May 1983
Nov 1984

10 May 1986
1 Dec 1987
1 May 1989
4 Dec 1990
5 Dec 1991
10 Jun 1992

Date of
Return

7 Jun 1968
15 Nov 1969
15 Nov 1969
15 Jan 1971
10 May 1972
2 Dec 1971
28 May 1973
1 Feb 1973
Jul 1974
Mar 1976
Jun 1977
Nov 1978
Jan 1980
May 1981
May 1982
Nov 1983

10 May 1985
10 Nov 1986
13 May 1988
6 Nov 1989
10 Jun 1991
May 1992

19 Nov 1992

Wing

FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
FAW-8
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-1
PatWing-10
PatWing-1
PatWing-10
PatWing-10
PatWing-1

Base of
Operations

Cam Rahn
Sangley Pt.
U-Tapao
Naha
Cubi Pt.

Cam Ranh B.

Naha
U-Tapao
Cubi Pt.
Agana
Kadena
Cubi Pt.
Agana
Cubi Pt.
Agana
Cubi Pt.
Cubi Pt.
Cubi Pt.
Adak
Cubi Pt.
Adak
Panama
Misawa

* The squadron conducted split-site deployments to different bases on the same dates.

Wing
FAW-8
FAW-2
FAW-17

Task Force 70.2

FAW-2
FAW-8

FAW-2/PatWing-2°

Wing Assignments

Tail Code

BE'/ PC*

Assignment Date

15 Jul 1943
28 Dec 1943
8 Jun 1944
24 Jun 1944
18 Feb 1945
15 Apr 1945
2 Oct 1946

" The squadron remained a part of FAW-2, but was assigned the tail
code BE on 7 November 1946.
* The squadron’s tail code was changed from BE to PC in 1957. The
effective date for this change was most likely the beginning of FY

1958 (1 July 1957).

¢ FAW-2 was redesignated Patrol Wing 2 (PatWing-2) on 30 June

1973.

A squadron P-3C in flight.

Unit Award
NUC

MuUC

RVNGC

AFEM

Major Overseas Deployments—Continued

Type of
Aircraft

P-3A
P-3A
P-3A
P-3A
P-3A
P-3A
P-3A
P-3A
P-3A
P-3B
P-3B
P-3B MOD
P-3B MOD
P-3B MOD
P-3B MOD
P-3B MOD
P-3B MOD
P-3B MOD
P-3B MOD
P-3B MOD
P-3C UIL5
P-3C UIL5
P-3C UIL5

Unit Awards

Area of

Operations

WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
NorPac

WestPac
NorPac

Carib

WestPac

Inclusive Date Covering Unit Award

30 Jul 1951
31 Jan 1967
(Det)

1 Jun 1969
15 Jul 1970
17 Nov 1970
23 Nov 1970
1 Oct 1971
2 Mar 1972
2 Jul 1981

5 Sep 1981
8 Dec 1981
1 May 1969
1 Jul 1970

1 Jan 1968

16 Jan 1952

8 Mar 1967
Spring 1970
15 Nov 1969
16 Nov 1970
22 Nov 1970
16 Jan 1971
12 Jan 1972
15 Dec 1972
4 Aug 1981
22 Sep 1981

8 Jan 1982
30 Nov 1969
21 Nov 1970
30 Jun 1968
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Second VP-7

Lineage

Established as Bombing Squadron ONE HUNDRED
NINETEEN (VB-119) on 15 August 1944,

Redesignated Patrol Bombing Squadron ONE HUN-
DRED NINETEEN (VPB-119) on 1 October 1944

Redesignated Patrol Squadron ONE HUNDRED
NINETEEN (VP-119) on 15 May 1946.

Redesignated Heavy Patrol Squadron (Landplane)
NINE (VP-HL-9) on 15 November 1946.

Redesignated Medium Patrol Squadron (Landplane)
SEVEN (VP-ML-7) on 25 June 1947.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron SEVEN (VP-7) on 1
September 1948, the second squadron to be assigned
the VP-7 designation.

Disestablished on 8 October 1969.

Squadron Insignia and Nickname

The first squadron insignia was designed by the
members of VB-119 in the 1944 to 1945 time frame.
Since there are no official records on file indicating
CNO approval of the design, it would appear to be an
“unofficial” insignia used by the members of the
squadron until its redesignation to VP-119 in 1946. The
patch featured a dragon with the Japanese rising sun
in its jaws. At the top of the patch was the name
“Dragon Patrol,” with “Bombing Squadron 119” at the
bottom. Colors: dragon, green, yellow and pinkish red;
flag, red and white; background, black; letters and
piping around patch, yellow.

The squadron’s second insignia was submitted to
CNO and approved on 8 July 1948. The squadron had
been redesignated VP-ML-7 in 1947 and was assigned
the P2V-2 Neptune, then famous due to the long-dis-
tance flight of the “Truculent Turtle” from Australia to
Ohio on 29 September to 1 October 1946. Squadron
personnel designed a patch that borrowed from the
feat by featuring a turtle armed with binoculars,
rocket, torpedo, 20-mm machine gun and a flat-nose

The turtle motif was used for the
squadron’s second insignia which
was approved by CNO in 1948.

This is the only example available
in the records of the squadron’s
unofficial dragon insignia.

depth charge. Colors:
background, light
green; binoculars,
black and white; tur-
tle’s back, blue and
white; arms, legs, neck
and head, light gray;
torpedo and rocket,
yellow; bomb, red;
machine gun, black.
The weaponry was in-
cluded in the design to
suggest the potential
capabilities and the
well-rounded offensive
and defensive capabilities of the P2V-2 in accomplish-
ing its mission.

The squadron’s third insignia was approved by CNO
on 19 January 1950. This insignia incorporated a skull
superimposed on a radar screen in a circular design.
Colors were: background, black; skull, white with red
and black markings; teeth, yellow and red; circular
lines on radar scope, red and white; the line of the
sweep on the radar scope, white and blue; two circles
at top portion of the design, red; the number 2 and
letter D, white; and the naval aviator wings gold with
black markings.

The squadron’s fourth insignia incorporated twin
falcons as the central figures of their design. The fal-
con is a bird of
prey with superb
long-distance vi-
sion, swooping
down on its vic-
tims from great
height. The patch
was circular with
the squadron
logo at the bot-
tom. The birds,
with wings verti-
cal, dive on an
un-seen enemy
with rays shoot-
ing from their
eyes and electric
current (MAD gear) extending from their tail feathers.
The allusion between the far-seeing bird of prey and
the radar-equipped patrol plane is obvious. Colors:
background, medium blue; water, dark blue; birds,
dark blue edged in white; eyes and bomb, yellow;
spotlight from eyes and beam from tail, yellow. This
design was submitted to CNO and approved on 5
October 1953. It remained in effect until a more
“streamlined” version was approved on 30 April 1963.
Colors remained the same.

Nicknames: Dragon Patrol, 1944-1945 (unofficial).

Black Falcons, 1963-1969.

The skull design became the
squadron’s third insignia.

The stylized bird design was the squadron’s
fourth and final design.
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Chronology of Significant Events

15 Aug-14 Dec 1944: VB-119 was established at
NAAS Camp Kearney, Calif. Crew training commenced
immediately on the PB4Y-1 Liberator and the PB4Y-2
Privateer bombers.

15 Dec 1944-14 Jan 1945: The squadron was trans-
ferred to NAS Kaneohe, Hawaii, for further combat
readiness training. The first planes departed for Kaneohe
on 15 December and the last planes to transpac left on
25 December. Training of crews continued at Kaneohe,
including combat patrols operating from Midway Island
from 3 to 14 January 1945. At that time the squadron
had 15 aircraft and 18 crews assigned.

7 Feb 1945: VPB-119 was transferred to Tacloban
Air Base, Leyte, Philippines. Training flights were con-
ducted through the end of the month in the area of
Mokerang Airfield, Los Negros, Admiralty Islands.

1 Mar 1945: VPB-119 was transferred to Clark Air
Base, Luzon, Philippines. On the following day the
squadron conducted its first combat patrols over the
South China Sea.

22 Mar 1945: Lieutenant (jg) James Evans and crew,
accompanied by war correspondent Don Bell, were
shot down over Amoy Harbor on the China coast by
enemy antiaircraft fire. Bell, only recently released
from a POW camp in Manila, was anxious to get back
into the war effort. Seven personnel survived the crash
of the PB4Y-2 Privateer. Chinese fishermen rescued
Bell and the six surviving crewmembers, and in a race
with three Japanese motor boats made it to shore
where they were hidden in a village. A few days later,
a shore party from a Navy installation only 27 miles
away rescued the survivors.

1 Apr-14 Aug 1945: Lieutenant Commander Bales,
the commanding officer of VPB-119, and his crew
were shot down over China on 1 April with no sur-
vivors. Lieutenant Commander Ragan, executive offi-
cer, assumed command of the squadron. Patrols con-
tinued through 14 August 1945 when word of the
armistice was received. During the squadron’s six
months of combat operations from Clark Air Base it
claimed the destruction of 13 aircraft in the in air, the
sinking or damaging of a large number of ships and
the destruction of many shore installations.

15 Aug-3 Sep 1945: Routine shipping reconnais-
sance patrols were conducted in conjunction with
VPB-104. The squadron was also responsible for sup-
plying weather information and typhoon tracking.

25 Oct-2 Nov 1945: VPB-119 was relocated to
Puerto Princessa, Philippines, with all assets and per-
sonnel aboard by 2 November. Operations were com-
menced immediately in concert with VPB-106. The pri-
mary duty of the two squadrons included weather
reconnaissance and shipping surveillance flights over
the Indochina area. Weather during this period was
extremely adverse.

15 Nov-Dec 1945: A three-plane detachment was
flown to NAB Samar to fly weather reconnaissance. In
December, the remainder of the squadron joined the
detachment. The principal mission of the squadron
while stationed at Samar was weather reconnaissance,
shipping lane patrols and air-sea search.

8 Feb 1946: The squadron received orders to re-
duce the size of the aircraft complement from 12 to 8.
Rapid demobilization drastically decreased the officer
and enlisted ranks. During this period VPB-119 was
again tasked with weather reconnaissance and ty-
phoon tracking, as well as air-sea search and patrol.

3 Jun 1946: VP-119 was relocated to NAB Sangley
Point, Philippines, with principal duties of shipping
lane patrol and special flights as directed by FAW-10.
The transfer was completed on 25 June 1946.

26 Aug 1946: VP-119 began monthly shuttle flights from
Sangley to China, Okinawa and return. The flights were
utilized as occasions for training in long distance naviga-
tion, radio range procedures and cruise control settings.

10 Jan 1947: At the request of the Philippine gov-
ernment, two aircraft of VP-119 made several flights
over Mount Mayon volcano during an eruption to pro-
vide information on the direction of lava flow and the
resulting damage to inhabited areas.

20 May-6 Jun 1947: The squadron was notified of
pending transfer to the Atlantic Fleet, with movement
commencing immediately. Air crews and aircraft ar-
rived at MCAS Miramar, Calif., on 6 June 1947.

25 Jul-Oct 1947: Transition to the P2V-2 aircraft
commenced at MCAS Miramar with the arrival of the
first aircraft and instructor crew. Crew training was
completed just in time for relocation to a new home
port at NAS Quonset Point, R.I. The first squadron air
crew departed for NAS Quonset Point on 9 September
1947, with the last arriving on 18 October 1947.

Dec 1948: Four crews flew to Kitty Hawk, N.C., to
participate in the Wright Brother’'s Memorial Service
and the anniversary of powered flight.

14 Apr 1950: The first of the new P2V-4 aircraft ar-
rived and familiarization training was begun. Problems
with the engines prevented the squadron from meet-
ing its operational obligations for several months. The
difficulties were not fully corrected until late 1951.

A squadron P2V-4 on patrol in 1952.
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1 Jun 1953: VP-7 deployed to San Juan, P.R., to
participate in Operation Springboard, the annual fleet
training exercise.

28 Jun 1953-Jan 1954: The squadron redeployed
to MCAS lwakuni, Japan, under the command of FAW-
6, for operations in support of United Nations action
in Korea. VP-7 was called upon to fly reconnaissance
and screening missions in support of Task Force 77.
The squadron returned to NAS Quonset Point in
January 1954,

Jan 1959: The squadron conducted a split deploy-
ment to Rota, Spain, and Keflavik, Iceland. During the
deployment in the North Atlantic excellent pho-
tographs were taken of a Soviet Zulu-class submarine
located off the coast of Iceland. The photos were re-
leased to the international press.

23 Oct 1962: VP-7 deployed to Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, to conduct surveillance operations against

Soviet transports during the Cuban Quarantine. The
squadron was relieved at the end of November
1962.

May 1963: VP-7 participated in the Project Mercury
MA-9 operations in the Caribbean. Patrol squadrons
and surface units were routinely stationed downrange
some distance from the projected launch or impact
point in the event of an overshoot by the Mercury
capsules. On 16 May 1963, Kearsage (CVS 33) recov-
ered Major L. Gordon Cooper, USAF, and his Faith 7
capsule 80 miles southeast of Midway, after his 22-
orbit flight.

Jun 1967: The squadron was called upon to pro-
vide shipping surveillance during the Arab-Israeli War
in June 1967. VP-7 was deployed to NAF Sigonella,
Sicily, to take part in exercises with NATO and the
Sixth Fleet when the war broke out.

8 Oct 1969: VP-7 was disestablished.

A squadron SP-2H lands at Naval Station Roosevelt Roads for an annual exercise in the Caribbean, 1965.
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Home Port Assignments

Location

NAAS Camp Kearney, Calif.
NAS Kaneohe, Hawaii

Various bases in the Philippines
NAB Samar, Philippines

NAB Sangley Point, Philippines

MCAS Miramar

NAS Quonset Point, R.I.
NAS Brunswick, Maine
NAS Jacksonville, Fla.

LT Austin Fox (actg)
LCDR Raymond C. Bales
LCDR Malcolm S. Ragan
LCDR Arthur L. Jacobson
LCDR William J. Denholm
CDR Ira W. Brown, Jr.
LCDR Milton R. Dahl
CDR Harwill E. Robinson
CDR George C. Bullard
CDR Rorbert J. Slagle
CDR Robert H. Wood
CDR Raymond L. Milner

CDR J. P. English

Date of
Departure

25 Dec 1944
7 Feb 1945
1 Mar 1945
25 Oct 1945
15 Nov 1945
3 Jun 1946
1 Oct 1948
19 Feb 1949
29 Jul 1949
13 Feb 1952
1 Jul 1952

1 Jun 1953
28 Jun 1953
Feb 1955

21 Nov 1958
Jan 19591
Jan 19591

5 Aug 1960
Apr 1961

28 Feb 1962
23 Oct 1962
May 1963

4 May 1963!

Date of
Return

7 Feb 1945

1 Oct 1947
12 Dec 1948
18 Mar 1949
Oct 1949

24 Mar 1952
1 Oct 1952
28 Jun 1953
Jan 1954

Jul 1955

Jan 1959
Jun 1959
Jun 1959
Jan 1961
Sep 1961

8 Aug 1962
Nov 1962
May 1963
Oct 1964

Date of Assignment

15 Aug 1944
15 Dec 1944
11 Feb 1945
16 Dec 1945
3 Jun 1946
6 Jun 1947
18 Oct 1947
4 Dec 1956
Sep 1961

Commanding Officers

Date Assumed Command

15 Aug 1944
16 Aug 1944
1 Apr 1945
16 Aug 1945
23 Feb 1946
1 Sep 1946
26 May 1947
4 Aug 1947
28 Jan 1949
9 Jan 1950
22 Jul 1950
14 May 1952
29 Nov 1953

Commanding Officers—Continued

CDR D. W. Bowman
CDR A. L. Wooten

CDR H. J. Dobbs

CDR B. A. Thompson
CDR 1. J. Gersuk

CDR L.H. Thomas

CDR W. F. Abernathy
CDR Louis B. Crayton, Jr.
CDR P. B. Derr, Jr.

CDR Thomas A. Graham

CDR Wycliffe D. Toole, Jr.

CDR Alfred N. Fowler
CDR John R. Swadener
CDR R. F. Wenzel

CDR Charles I. Stratmann

Date Assumed Command

Aircraft Assignment

Type of Aircraft
PB4Y-1/2
P2V-2

P2V-3

P2V-4

P2V-5
P2V-5F
SP-2H

Major Overseas Deployments

Wing

FAW-2
FAW-17
FAW-17
FAW-17
FAW-17
FAW-10
FAW-5
FAW-5
FAW-3
FAW-3
FAW-3
FAW-3
FAW-6
FAW-7
FAW-3
FAW-3
FAW-3
FAW-3
FAW-3
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11

Base of Type of
Operations Aircraft
Kaneohe PB4Y-2
Tacloban PB4Y-2
Clark PB4Y-2
Puerto Princ. PB4Y-2
Samar PB4Y-2
Sangley Pt. PB4Y-2
Argentia P2Vv-2
Guantanamo pP2v-2
Argentia P2V-3
Naples P2Vv-4
Keflavik P2Vv-4
San Juan P2V-5
Iwakuni/Korea P2V-5
Port Lyautey P2V-5
Rota P2V-5F
Keflavik P2V-5F
Rota P2V-5F
Argentia P2V-5F
Argentia P2V-5F
Sigonella SP-2H
Guantanamo SP-2H
Guantanamo SP-2H
Rota SP-2H

4 Jan 1955
20 Dec 1955
Jan 1957

7 Feb 1958
2 Mar 1959
18 May 1960
1 May 1961
2 May 1962
17 May 1963
1 May 1964
10 May 1965
3 Jun 1966
1 May 1967
29 May 1968
7 Oct 1968

Date Type First Received

Area of

Aug 1944
Aug 1947
Mar 1949
Apr 1950
1953

Jul 1955
Dec 1962

Operations

WestPac

SoPac

WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
WestPac
NorLant

Carib

NorLant

Med

NorLant

Carib

WestPac

Med
Med

NorLant

Med

NorLant
NorLant

Med
Carib
Carib
Med
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Date of
Departure

4 May 1963
1 Jan 1965
3 Dec 1965
8 May 1967
8 Oct 1968

Date of
Return

Oct 1964
4 Apr 1965
May 1966

1 Nov 1967
21 Feb 1969

Wing

FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11
FAW-11

Major Overseas Deployments—Continued

Base of Type of Area of
Operations Aircraft Operations
Keflavik SP-2H NorLant
Roosevelt Rds.SP-2H Carib
Sigonella SP-2H Med
Sigonella SP-2H Med
Sigonella SP-2H Med

* The squadron was deployed to the South Pacific and relocated frequently to different deployment sites without returning to their home base.
" The dates are for squadron detachments on split deployments at the same time to different bases.

Wing
FAW-14
FAW-2
FAW-10
FAW-17
FAW-10
FAW-14
FAW-3
FAW-11

Wing Assignments

Tail Code

LB’
LB
LB/HE'/LB*
LB

Assignment Date
15 Aug 1944
15 Dec 1944

7 Feb 1945
11 Feb 1945
30 Sep 1945

6 Jun 1947

Oct 1947
Sep 1961

* The squadron remained part of FAW-10 but was assigned the tail
code LB on 7 November 1946.

Wing Assignments—Continued

Wing Tail Code Assignment Date
" The squadron'’s tail code was changed from LB to HE on 4 August
1948.

* The squadron’s tail code was changed from HE back to LB in 1957.
The effective date for this changed was most likely the beginning of
FY 1958 (1 July 1957).

Unit Awards
Unit Award Inclusive Date Covering Unit Award
AFEM 23 Oct 1962 30 Nov 1962
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Second VP-8

Lineage

Established as Patrol Squadron TWO HUNDRED
ONE (VP-201) on 1 September 1942.

Redesignated Patrol Bombing Squadron TWO HUN-
DRED ONE (VPB-201) on 1 October 1944.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron TWO HUNDRED
ONE (VP-201) on 15 May 1946.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron, Medium Seaplane
ONE (VP-MS-1) on 15 November 1946.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron, Medium Landplane
EIGHT (VP-ML-8) on 5 June 1947.

Redesignated Patrol Squadron EIGHT (VP-8) on 1
September 1948, the second squadron to be assigned
the VP-8 designation.

Squadron Insignia and Nickname

The first insignia adopted by VP-201 shortly after its
formation in 1942 used the motif of the whale. In the
design a winged whale crushed an Axis submarine in
its jaws. The shape of the whale vaguely suggested the
side view of the PBM-3 aircraft used by the squadron.

The squadron’s first insignia. Unfortunately, someone clipped the de-
sign to make it fit into a file folder.

A copy of the full design of the first insignia.

Colors of the design were
as follows: body of whale,
light blue; wings, medium
blue; submarine, black;
markings on submarine,
white; teeth, white; back-
ground of eye, white with
black pupil; whale outline,
black.

The squadron’s second
was approved by CNO on
28 March 1947. This col-
orful cartoon design had
a red ship’s wheel as the border and the inside
background was light blue with white clouds out-
lined in black. A pink elephant was walking on the
clouds dressed in the motif of an inspector search-
ing for the illusive submarine. The elephant had a
magnifying glass in its trunk and a pipe in his
mouth. He was wearing a small hat and had a waist
band with a gun holster. The pipe, magnifying glass,
belt and holster were yellow with black markings.
His hat was yellow and green with black markings.
The elephant’s feet were orange and his eye was
black, blue and white. The banner was blue with
black markings and the lettering was yellow with
black markings.

The third squadron insignia was approved by CNO
on 15 February 1950. This insignia showed an old salt
(probably Father Neptune)
sitting astride a globe,
clutching a machine gun in
his left hand and dropping
a bomb with his right.
Shown near at hand were
an air-to-surface rocket and
a telescope, neatly featur-
ing the array of weapons
available to an ASW
squadron. The background
consisted of a full moon
and lighting bolt, typifying
the nature of the work in day or night and the ability
to strike like a “bolt from the blue.” Colors: back-
ground, red; lightning, yellow; globe, blue oceans with
white continents; Neptune, cream; all outlines and fea-
tures, black.

In the early 1960s the squadron received the new
P-3 Orion. Because it was the first of two squadrons
to receive the new Orion it felt compelled to revise
the insignia design. CNO approved a new insignia
for the squadron on 25 June 1962. This insignia dis-
played a disc divided horizontally into a light blue
sky and a blue stylized sea. In the upper half of the
disc a signal pattern was issuing forth from a yellow
radar scope with a yellow and red trail. The signal

A cartoon design pink elephant
was approved for the squadron’s
second insignia.

The King Neptune design was
the squadron’s third insignia.
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A very stylized design was ap-
proved for the squadron’s
fourth insignia.

The squadron’s fifth insignia
featured a Bengal tiger.

pattern arched behind the scope and terminated in
the center of the disc with a red clenched fist grasp-
ing and plunging a red trident into a yellow explo-
sive impact area. On each side of the disc arching to
the impact area was a yellow lightning flash. Below
the disc was a white scroll outlined in blue with the
letters Patrol Squadron Eight in blue. The symbolism
of the design represented: the sky and sea; the radar
scope was for detection; the two lightning flashes
the tracking capability of the Orion; the clenched
fist and trident alluded to the striking power of
the P-3 and the combination of all three elements
represented
the squadron’s
all  weather
antisubmarine
capabilities.
The new in-
signia featuring a
snarling Bengal
tiger crushing a
generic subma-
rine beneath its
paws was ap-
proved by CNO
on 21 March
1967. At the bot-
tom of the patch
was the designa-
tion “Patron 8.”
Colors were: tiger, yellow and black stripes; white back-
ground; letters and number “8” in black; submarine,
black. This design has remained the general theme of
the squadron insignia since 1967. In 1979 a minor revi-
sion of the design resulted in a patch with the tiger
emerging from the loop of a large central number “8,”
crushing a submarine on the ocean surface with its left
paw, with continents in the background of the design.
Colors remained the same as in the previous insignia.
CNO approved the modification on 9 July 1979.
Nickname: The Tigers, 21 March 1967—present.

The Bengal tiger insignia was modified in
1979, adding a figure 8 and replacing the
clouds with continents.

Chronology of Significant Events

1 Sep-1 Dec 1942: VP-201 was established at NAS
Norfolk, Va., under the operational command of FAW-
5, flying PBM-3 seaplanes. The squadron was sent on
6 October 1942 to NAS Banana River, Fla., where most
of the operational unit training was undertaken. The
squadron received its own PBM-3C aircraft fresh from
the factory on 1 December 1942.

A squadron PBM-3C at NAS Banana River, circa December 1942,
80-G-383019 (Courtesy Captain Jerry Mason, USN).

6 Feb 1943: VP-201 returned to its home port at
NAS Norfolk, Va. Flight crew training continued con-
currently with patrol operations along the Atlantic
seaboard as a part of Task Force 28 in the Eastern Sea
Frontier.

27 May 1943: The PBM-3C aircraft flown by the
squadron were replaced by a newer version with im-
proved radar, the PBM-3S. After refitting, a six-aircraft
detachment deployed to Bermuda. Patrols were flown
ranging out to 800 miles, lasting 12 to 18 hours.

A squadron attack on a U-boat with depth bombs and machine gun.
Note the men manning the submarine’s machine gun. See the
chronology entry for 9 July 1943, 80-G-205264 (Courtesy Captain
Jerry Mason, USN).
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Squadron PBM-3Cs on the ramp at NAS Banana River, 80-G-33231 (Courtesy Captain Jerry Mason, USN).

Convoys to and from Europe were covered in a radius
of 500 miles from Bermuda.

9 Jul 1943: Lieutenant Soverel and crew attacked a
German U-boat off Bermuda with negative results.
The submarine, caught on the surface, manned its po-
tent antiaircraft defenses and heavily damaged the
PBM-3S, forcing it to return to base. As a result of this
encounter, subsequent patrols were made in pairs of
aircraft.

30 Jul 1943: VP-201 held a change of command at
NAS Norfolk, Va. The former commanding officer,
Lieutenant Commander M. H. Tuttle, and half of the
squadron personnel and assets were transferred to
form the cadre of a new PB4Y-2 Liberator squadron,
VB-111. The remainder of the squadron and its newly
assigned personnel were transferred the next week to
a new home port at NAS Bermuda under the adminis-
trative control of the Commander Bermuda Air Group.
An intensive period of training ensued.

8 Jun 1944: VP-201 was transferred back to its orig-
inal home port at NAS Norfolk under the administra-
tive control of FAW-5, and assigned duties involving
regular flights between Bermuda and Norfolk carrying
supplies and personnel.

12 Jun 1944: The squadron deployed to Key West,
Fla., under the operational control of FAW-12 for a
two-week period of ASW refresher training.

12 Jul 1944: VP-201 deployed to NAS Coco Solo,
C.Z., under the operational control of FAW-3 under the
Commander Panama Sea Frontier. Upon completion of

the deployment, the squadron was reassigned to a
new home port at NAS Key West under control of
FAW-12, on 27 July 1944,

1 Nov 1944: Half of the squadron’s PBM-3S aircraft
were outfitted with L-8C Leigh searchlights at NAS Key
West. After training in use of the new British-designed
equipment, the squadron was assigned routine opera-
tional flights involving ASW patrols and convoy escort.

1 Apr 1945: Squadron flight crews were divided
into three sections and sent in rotation to Harvey
Point, N.C., to pick up replacement aircraft, the PBM-
5. Familiarization training on the new seaplanes was
conducted at Harvey Point before sending the section
back to NAS Key West.

29 May 1945: VPB-201 was transferred to a new
home port at NAS Coco Solo, C.Z., under the opera-

A PBM-3 Mariner on patrol, circa 1942-1943, 80-G-K-13517.
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A squadron PBM being refueled from a barge in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, January 1945, 80-G-304438 (Courtesy Captain Jerry Mason, USN).

tional control of FAW-3. The squadron engaged in
ASW, searchlight tactics, gunnery, bombing, and in-
strument training flights. Following the end of World
War 11, the squadron’s aircraft inventory was reduced
from 15 to 9 and it also experienced a reduction in
personnel due to the postwar demobilization.

15 Mar 1946: VPB-201 was assigned a new home
port at NS San Juan, P.R., under the operational con-
trol of FAW-11. The squadron was supported by San
Carlos (AVP 51) during the relocation from Panama to
Puerto Rico. Upon arrival, a detachment of three air-
craft was sent to Trinidad to serve as part of the Air
Sea Rescue Task Unit.

Dec 1947: VP-ML-8 received its first contingent of re-
placement aircraft, the new
P2V-2 Neptune. The
squadron, home ported at
NAS Norfolk, was under the
control of FAW-5. A period
of transition training com-
menced for the switch from
seaplanes to landplanes.

1 Mar 1949: VP-8 de-

ployed to Argentia,
Newfoundland. The pri-
mary emphasis during this
tour of duty was the test-
ing of the P2V aircraft in
cold weather conditions,
flying in temperatures as
low as -55° F. Aircrews re-
ceived training in instru-
ment and night flying and
GCA landings.

1 Apr 1954: The squadron deployed to Port
Lyautey, French Morocco. During the five-month pe-
riod, the squadron was based temporarily on Crete
while participating in NATO exercises. It proved to be
a good test of operations from primitive airstrips with
minimal support facilities.

15 Jul 1955: VP-8 marked its first deployment to
Argentia with new P2V-5Fs. During the deployment
detachments operated from Goose Bay, Labrador;
Frobisher Bay and Thule, Greenland, flying ice patrol.
They also provided cover for convoys carrying sup-
plies to the new Dew Line sites. The Distant Early
Warning (DEW) Line stretched more than 3,000 miles
across the 69™ parallel, spanning the frozen north from

A squadron P2V, circa 1949.
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A squadron P2V on patrol,
circa late 1950s.

Barter Island, Alaska, to Thule, Greenland. These DEW
Line stations called for highly skilled, dedicated techni-
cians who could man them without regard to weather,
absence from family and boredom. The DEW Line
began test operations in 1953 and was completed by
1955.

Apr 1958: In April VP-8 joined the newly formed
Task Group Alpha, a temporary unit established for
the purpose of testing a variety of new ASW technolo-
gies for potential use by fleet patrol units. During the
next 20 months the squadron actively participated in
every phase of ASW, ranging from basic techniques to
the practical evaluation of new tactics and equipment.

13 Aug-Oct 1962: VP-8 relinquished its last P2V-5F
to share the distinction with VP-44 of being among the
Navy’s first patrol squadrons to receive the P-3A Orion
aircraft. The new aircraft received a thorough break-in
during the squadron’s participation in the Cuban
Missile Crisis in late 1962. A four-plane detachment
was flown to Bermuda to supplement aircraft involved
in the Cuban missile blockade on 23 October 1962.

9 Mar 1963: VP-8 conducted the first transatlantic
flight in a P-3A, flying non-stop from Norfolk, Va., to
West Malling, England, in 9 hours and 10 minutes.

30 Jan 1963: A squadron aircraft, BuNo. 149672,
operating from NAS Patuxent River, Md., was lost at
sea while on patrol with all 14 crevmembers.

1964: VP-8 flew convoy ASW operations support of
Fleet Exercise Steel Pike I, operating from the east
coast of Spain and alternating with VP-49 and VP-44. It
marked the first occasion that land-based escorts had

A formation of the squadron’s new P-3As, August 1962.

provided coverage for a convoy across the entire
Atlantic transit.

Dec 1965: VP-8 received the second P-3B Orion off
the assembly line. This was the beginning of the re-
placement cycle for its older P-3As.

25 May 1966: VP-8 relieved VP-28 at NS Sangley
Point, R.P., for it first WestPac deployment. The
squadron was involved in combat missions in support
of Commander Seventh Fleet operations in the
Vietnam theater of operations.

1 Nov 1967: VP-8 visited Squadron 404 of the RCAF
Maritime Command at Greenwood, Nova Scotia,
Canada, to compare systems between the P-3A Orion



CHAPTER3 69

and the Argus patrol aircraft. The CP-107 Argus was a
modification of the basic design of the Bristol
Britannia passenger airliner to meet the RCAF require-
ments for a long-range maritime reconnaissance air-
craft. The aircraft were equipped with four tur-
bocharged piston engines, search radar under the
nose, a MAD installation in the tail and air navigation
and tactical air control (ANTAC) gear. The first Argus
aircraft entered the RCAF inventory in 1957.

1-2 Mar 1972: The squadron maintained surveil-
lance on a disabled Soviet SSBN in the North Atlantic.

8 Feb-9 Aug 1978: VP-8 deployed with eight air-
craft to Bermuda and two aircraft with three crews to

A squadron P-3B flying over two Soviet ships, 1975.

Lajes, Azores. Both detachments returned to NAS
Brunswick on 9 August 1978. As a result of the
squadron’s superior performance during the deploy-
ment, it was awarded its second Navy Unit
Commendation.

22 Sep 1978: Eight crew members of a VP-8 Orion,
BuNo. 152757, were Killed in a midair collision with
another military aircraft near Portland, Maine. The ac-
cident ended a 15-year period of over 120,000 acci-
dent free flying hours.

Aug 1981: VP-8 became the last squadron at NAS
Brunswick to replace the P-3B Orion with the newer
P-3C Ull. The squadron’s P-3Bs were dispersed to var-
ious reserve squadrons rather than being sent to

Davis-Montham Air Force
Base, Ariz., for storage.

5 Oct 1983: The
squadron deployed to
Sigonella, Sicily, with de-
tachments at Rota, Spain;
Souda Bay, Crete; and
Nimes-Garon, France.
During this deployment the
squadron participated in
many ASW exercises.

27 Oct-8 Dec 1985:
Two-crew and two-aircraft
detachments, in rotation
from the squadron for one
week periods, operated
from NS Roosevelt Roads,
P.R., to assist the U.S. Coast
Guard in drug interdiction
missions in the Caribbean.

2 Dec 1990: VP-8 de-
ployed to NAS Sigonella,
Sicily. During the period of
Operation Desert Shield

/

\

A squadron P-3 in flight.
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the squadron was tasked with monitoring Russian,
Libyan and Iragi vessels in the Mediterranean that
might attempt to circumvent the UN embargo of Irag.
A three-aircraft and three-crew detachment was estab-
lished at Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, to assist in operations
monitoring the Gulf area of operations. With the be-
ginning of hostilities during the Operation Desert
Storm phase of the war, the Jeddah detachment flew
93 combat support missions totaling 830.5 flight hours.

A VP-8 P-3B on approach to NAS Moffett Field in June 1981. (Courtesy
Rick R. Burgress Collection via Michael Grove).

24 Jan 1994: VP-8 deployed to NS Roosevelt Roads,
Puerto Rico. During the deployment detachments op-
erated from Howard AFB, Panama; Soto Cano Air
Base, Honduras; and Curacao Island, Netherlands
Antilles, in support of the international drug interdic-
tion program. Close working relationships were devel-
oped with the U.S. Coast Guard and U.S. Customs
Service during these operations.

Home Port Assignments

Location Date of Assignment
NAS Norfolk, Va. 1 Sep 1942
NAS Banana River, Fla. 6 Oct 1942
NAS Norfolk, Va. 6 Feb 1943
NAS Bermuda Aug 1943
NAS Norfolk, Va. 8 Jun 1944
NAS Key West, Fla. 27 Jul 1944
NAS Coco Solo, C.Z. 29 May 1945
NS San Juan, P.R. 15 Mar 1946
NAS Norfolk, Va. Dec 1947
NAS Quonset Point, R.1. Sep 1948
NAS Chincoteague, Va. Apr 1958
NAS Norfolk, Va. Jul 1959
NAS Patuxent River, Md. Jul 1961
NAS Brunswick, Maine Jul 1971

Commanding Officers

Date Assumed Command

LCDR Paul P. Blackburn 1 Sep 1942
LCDR Magruder H. Tuttle 29 Dec 1942

Commanding Officers—Continued

LCDR Clement V. Horrigan

LCDR Edward Sternlieb
LCDR R. M. J. Hallman
LCDR J. W. McCrocklin
LCDR W. R. Ford

CDR P. E. Hartman

CDR H. F. Lloyd

CDR D. C. Carmichael
CDR W. J. Wehmeyer
CDR S. E. Ellison

CDR T. H. Bookout

CDR L. R. Burnett

CDR T. G. Doyle

CDR W. E. Thomas

CDR G. F. Nasworthy
CDR M. A. Holsprichter
CDR J. B. Hansen

CDR J. R. Grieve

CDR Creighton W. Cook
CDR S. S. Bates

CDR. D. R. Johnson

CDR H. G. Rich

CDR Richard A. Hoffman
CDR H. F. Knudsen

CDR Troy E. Todd

CDR D. H. McVay

CDR J. W. Shoemyer
CDR E. A. Wilkinson, Jr.
CDR Edwin E. Hanson
CDR Donald G. Debode
CDR Edward E. Anderson
CDR R.V. Mowery

CDR Paul L. Lawrence
CDR William E. Jackson
CDR Earl R. Riffle

CDR Thomas F. Hall
CDR Melvin E. Thompson
CDR Richard L. Norwood
CDR Thomas B. Nesbit
CDR Raymond J. Figueras
CDR Charles A. Gabriel
CDR Wayne E. Foshay
CDR Denzil D. Thies
CDR Joseph S. Littleton 1l
CDR Robert J. Scott

CDR Bruce W. Crawford
CDR Hugh C. Dawson
CDR Stephen M. Wellock
CDR Richard D. High
CDR Timothy J. Cepak
CDR Glenn A. Fogg

CDR Michael Fralen

CDR William Harrison, Jr.
CDR Raymond Para

Date Assumed Command

30 Jul 1943
9 Jul 1944
25 Sep 1945
15 Jun 1946
1 Jul 1947
Dec1948

5 Jul 1949
25 Sep 1950
30 Oct 1950
15 Aug 1952
31 Oct 1952
17 Jun 1954
1 Dec 1955
18 Apr 1957
21 Jul 1958
10 Jul 1959
13 Jul 1960
6 Jul 1961
29 May 1962
29 May 1963
5 Jun 1964
9 Mar 1965
31 Mar 1966
28 Feb 1967
12 Mar 1968
8 Apr 1969
9 Feb 1970
Feb 1971

30 Mar 1972
30 Mar 1973
18 Mar 1974
1 Mar 1975
26 Mar 1976
14 Mar 1977
1 Feb 1978
15 Mar 1979
10 Jul 1980
17 Jul 1981
16 Jul 1982
15 Jul 1983
21 Sep 1984
24 Jan 1986
20 Feb 1987
1 Mar 1988
7 Apr 1989
25 May 1990
27 Jun 1991
1992

1993

24 Jun 1994
21 Apr 1995
19 Apr 1996
11 Apr 1997
3 Apr 1998
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Type of Aircraft
PBM-3
PBM-3C
PBM-3S
PBM-5E
P2V-2

P2V-3

Date of
Departure

27 May 1943
12 Jul 1944
24 Oct 1945

3Jun 1946

1 Mar 1949
1 Feb 1950
22 Feb 1950
5 Jan 1952
Dec 1952

1 Aug 1953
1 Apr 1954
19 Feb 1955
15 Jul 1955
1 Dec 1955
31 Oct 1956
1 Oct 1957
13 Aug 1962
25 May 1966
Dec 1967

28 Feb 1969
2 Mar 1970
25 Oct 1970
Nov 1970
Nov 1971

9 Oct 1972
10 Jan 1973
Jul 1975
Oct 1976
Oct 1976

8 Feb 1978
8 Feb 1978
Jul 1979

Jul 1979

4 Nov 1980
4 Nov 1980
5 Aug 1982
5 Oct 1983
Feb 1985
Feb 1985
27 Oct 1985
24 May 1986

Date of
Return

Jun 1944
27 Jul 1944
31 Oct 1945

10 Jun 1946

1 May 1949
1 Apr 1950
28 Mar 1950
20 May 1952
Jul 1953

Jan 1954
Sep 1954

4 Mar 1955
8 Oct 1955
10 Jan 1955
4 Apr 1957
Dec 1957
Dec 1962

2 Dec 1966
8 Jun 1968
28 Jun 1969
17 Jul 1970
26 Feb 1971
Apr 1971

1 Mar 1972
13 Nov 1972
6 Jun 1973
Feb 1976
Mar 1977
Mar 1977

8 Aug 1978
8 Aug 1978
Dec 1979
Dec 1979

12 May 1981
12 May 1981
12 Jan 1983
13 Mar 1984
15 Jul 1985
15 Jul 1985
8 Dec 1985
10 Nov 1986

Aircraft Assignment

Date Type First Received

Sep 1942
Dec 1942
May 1943
Apr 1945
Dec 1947
Jan 1949

Aircraft Assignment—Continued

Type of Aircraft Date Type First Received

P2V-5F Jul 1955
P-3A Aug 1962
P-3B Dec 1965
P-3C UlI Aug 1981
P-3C UIIL5 Sep 1985
P-3C UIIIR Jun 1994

Major Overseas Deployments

Wing

FAW-5
FAW-3
FAW-3

FAW-11

FAW-5
FAW-5
FAW-5
FAW-3
FAW-3
FAW-3
FAW-3
FAW-11
FAW-3
FAW-3
FAW-3
FAW-3
FAW-11
FAW-8
FAW-5
FAW-5
FAW-5
FAW-5
FAW-5
FAW-5
FAW-5
FAW-5
PatWing-5
PatWing-5
PatWing-5
PatWing-5
PatWing-5
PatWing-5
PatWing-5
PatWing-5
PatWing-5
PatWing-5
PatWing-5
PatWing-5
PatWing-5
PatWing-11
PatWing-5

Base of Type of Area of
Operations Aircraft Operations
Bermuda PBM-3S Lant
Panama PBM-3S Carib
Galapagos PBM-5 SolLant
Barnegat (AVP 10)

Chaguaramas PBM-5 Carib
Shelikof (AVP 52)

Argentia P2V-3 NorLant
Argentia P2V-3 NorLant
Cuba P2v-3 Carib
Keflavik P2v-3 NorlLant
Keflavik P2Vv-3 NorlLant
Keflavik P2v-3 NorlLant
Morocco P2Vv-3 Med
San Juan P2v-3 Carib
Argentia P2V-5F NorLant
Argentia P2V-5F NorLant
Morocco P2V-5F Med
Argentia P2V-5F NorLant
Cuba P-3A Carib
Sangley Pt. P-3B WestPac
Bermuda P-3B Lant
Bermuda P-3B Lant
Multi-site P-3B Med
Multi-site P-3B Med
Bermuda P-3B Lant
Bermuda P-3B Lant
Rota P-3B Med
Bermuda P-3B Lant
Rota P-3B Med
Bermuda P-3B Lant
Lajes P-3B Lant
Bermuda P-3B Lant
Lajes P-3B Lant
Rota P-3B Med
Lajes P-3B Lant
Rota P-3B Med
Lajes P-3B Lant
Bermuda P-3C UlI Lant
Sigonella P-3C UlI Med
Rota P-3C UlI Med
Lajes P-3C UlI Lant
Panama P-3C UIIL5 Carib
Keflavik P-3C UIIL5 NorlLant
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Date of Date of

Departure Return Wing

27 May 1943 Jun 1944 FAW-5

10 Dec 1987* 10 Jun 1988 PatWing-5
10 Dec 1987 10 Jun 1988 PatWing-5
2 May 1989 9 Nov 1989 PatWing-5
2 Dec 1990 10 Jun 1991 PatWing-5
5 Dec 1990 10 Mar 1991 PatWing-1
1 Jul 1992 Feb 1993 PatWing-11
Sep 1992 Jan 1993 PatWing-5
24 Jan 1994 17 Jun 1994 PatWing-11
Jul 1995 Jan 1996 PatWing-5
Feb 1997 Aug 1997 PatWing-5

Base of
Operations

Bermuda
Rota
Lajes
Keflavik
Sigonella
Jeddah
Panama
Rota
Panama
Sigonella
Sigonella

" The squadron conducted split deployment to two sites during the same dates.

Wing Assignments

Wing Tail Code Assignment Date
PatWing-5/FAW-5 1 Sep 1942
Commander Bermuda Air Group Aug 1943
FAW-5 8 Jun 1944
FAW-12 12 Jun 1944
FAW-3 12 Jul 1944
FAW-12 27 Jul 1944
FAW-3 29 May 1945
FAW-11 MA 15 Mar 1946
FAW-5 MA/HDt/ LC* Dec 1947
FAW-3 LC Mar 1958
FAW-5/PatWing-5* LC Jul 1961

* The squadron remained a part of FAW-11, but was assigned the tail
code MA on 7 November 1946.

" The squadron’s tail code was changed from MA to HD on 4 August
1948.

* The squadron’s tail code was changed from HD to LC in 1957. The
effective date for this change was most likely the beginning of FY
1958 (1 July 1957).

¢ FAW-5 was redesignated Patrol Wing 5 (PatWing-5) and COM-
PATWINGSLANT, a dual-hatted command, on 1 July 1973. PatWing-5
became a separate command on 1 July 1974.

” PatWing-5 was redesignated Fleet Air Wing 5 (FAW-5) on 1
November 1942.

A close up of a
squadron P2V
tail showing
the squadron’s
fourth insignia
and its tail
code LC.

Unit Award

NUC
Det
Det

MUC

Det
NAVE
SASM
JMUA

Major Overseas Deployments—Continued

Type of
Aircraft

PBM-3S

P-3C UIL5
P-3C UIL5
P-3C UIL5
P-3C UIL5
P-3C UIL5
P-3C UIL5
P-3C UIL5
P-3C UIL5
P-3C UHIIR
P-3C UHIIR

Area of
Operations

Lan
Med
Lant
NorLant
Med
Gulf
Carib
Med
Carib
Med
Med

Unit Awards Received

Inclusive Date Covering Unit Award

5 Oct 1983
17 Jan 1991
8 Feb 1978
2 Mar 1970
25 Oct 1970
13 Feb 1977
11 Jul 1979
11 Aug 1982
24 May 1986
11 Jan 1976
1 Jan 1982
5 Dec 1990
15 Aug 1990
10 Oct 1991

14 Mar 1984
28 Feb 1991
9 Aug 1978
17 Jul 1970
26 Feb 1971
22 May 1977
4 Dec 1979
12 Jan 1983
10 Nov 1986
30 Jan 1976
31 Dec 1982
10 Mar 1991
12 Oct 1990
6 Dec 1991

A close up of a squadron P-3 tail showing the squadron’s fifth in-
signia and its tail code LC.
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A photo of VP-8 personnel and its P-3 in the background.
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Second VP-9

Lineage

Established as Patrol Squadron NINE (VP-9) on 15
March 1951, the second squadron to be assigned the
VP-9 designation.

Squadron Insignia and Nickname

Patrol Squadron 9 devised its first insignia shortly
after its establishment in 1951. The insignia depicted
the squadron’s primary duty of mining “with a chain
of nine mines encircling the globe, the Navy wing for
the branch of service, and the globe signifying round-
the-world operations.” Colors: background, gray with
blue border; wings, red and gold; pole, red and white,
mines, black; globe, blue, green, tan and white; rays,

The squadron’s first
insignia depicted its
primary mission of
mining.

The second approved insignia used by the squadron was a cartoon
design depicting an eagle.

orange, rust, green and red. The design was approved
by CNO on 11 July 1951, and remained in use until
1954.

The second insignia of VP-9 was approved by CNO
on 15 June 1954. The quality and aspect of the art-
work reflected its Disney Hollywood studio origins.

This is a copy of
the squadron’s sec-
ond insignia devel-
oped into a patch.

The circular patch had a muscular-looking cartoon
eagle standing on a cloud with a 5-inch rocket in a
raised right wing, poised to hurl the missile at a
periscope emerging from the waves below. The eagle
reflected the bird of prey favored by the squadron,
and the missile was the primary weapon against its
submarine prey. The designation Patron Nine was lo-
cated in a banner at the bottom of the design. Colors:
background, sky blue; water, dark blue; eagle, brown
with yellow beak and feet; missile, red; periscope,
brown; banner, red with white letters.

The third insignia of VP-9 was adopted in 1984 after
the squadron had completed Harpoon modifications
to the P-3C aircraft. The decision to modernize and
streamline the insignia was based on the inordinate

The squadron’s
third insignia used
a stylized eagle
design.
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amount of time and effort required to paint the previ-
ous multicolored insignia on squadron aircraft. The
new insignia sported a stylized eagle in profile with
upthrust wings carrying the Harpoon missile in its
claws. This updated insignia was approved by CNO
on 15 January 1985. Colors: eagle, gold with black
eye; harpoon body gold with dark brown fins and
trim; background, white; trim around insignia, gold.
Nickname: Golden Eagles, 1969—present.

Chronology of Significant Events

15 Mar 1951: VP-9 was established at NAS Seattle,
Wash., flying the P4Y-2 (PB4Y-2) Privateer. Fleet
Aircraft Service Squadron 895 at NAS Sand Point,
Seattle, Wash., undertook training of the squadron’s
new crews.

Feb 1952: VP-9 was given a permanent change of
station to NAS Alameda, Calif., under operational con-
trol of FAW-4. The squadron flew the P4Y-2/2S with
improved radar.

27 Jun 1952: VP-9 deployed to NAF Iwakuni,
Japan. During this deployment a detachment was sent
to Korea to aid in UN operations. VP-9 aircraft oper-
ated in conjunction with USMC night-fighter F7F air-
craft, dropping parachute flares to light North Korean
roads, bridges, supply dumps and convoys to aid the
attacking F7Fs.

Jan 1953: VP-9 turned in its PB4Y-2 Privateer
bombers for new P2V-2 Neptune aircraft. Conversion
training was completed by September 1953.

Sep 1953: VP-9 was deployed to NAS Atsugi, Japan,
minus 12 of its newly trained pilots who had just been
released from active duty due to the cessation of hos-
tilities with North Korea on 27 July 1953.

22 Jun 1955: While patrolling in the Aleutians area,
a P2V-5 (BuNo 131515) of VP-9 based at NAS Kodiak,
Alaska, was attacked by two Russian MiG-15s. The
Neptune’s starboard engine was hit and caught fire,
forcing the crew to crash on St. Lawrence Island near
Gambell in the Bering Sea. There were no fatalities to
the crew of 11, but four were injured by MiG gunfire
and six others were hurt in the crash landing. This is

A squadron P2V at NAS Atsugi, Japan, 1954.

A squadron SP-2H at NAS Alameda, July 1963 (Courtesy of William
L. Swisher Collection).

the only incident in which the Soviet Union admitted
any responsibility.

15 May 1958: VP-9 deployed to the Aleutians,
based at Kodiak, Alaska, with detachments at Adak
and Fairbanks. The squadron made a series of ex-
ploratory flights over the Polar ice cap to aid the sub-
marine Nautilus (SSN 571) in her historic polar pene-
tration.

21 Apr 1960: The squadron assisted the USAF in lo-
cating a B-58 Hustler bomber that crashed into the
Great Salt Lake. A VP-9 P2V-7 located the sunken
wreckage using Magnetic Airborne Detection (MAD)
equipment.

Feb 1962: VP-9 aircraft began receiving the
AN/ASA-16 integrated display system, an upgrade of
existing submarine detection equipment.

13 Jul 1962: Six aircraft of VP-9 participated with
the Royal Canadian Air Force Squadron 407 in an ASW
exercise off the coast of British Columbia.

1 Dec 1963: VP-9 was given a change of permanent
duty station from NAS Alameda to NAS Moffett Field,
Calif. During December the squadron began the transi-
tion to the P-3A.

12 Nov 1964: VP-9 deployed to WestPac, based at
Naha, Okinawa, patrolling the Formosan Straits, South
China Sea, Yellow Sea and Philippine Sea. The deploy-
ment marked the first operational use of the P-3A in
WestPac.

4 Dec 1964: A squadron P-3A, BuNo. 150508, and
crew were lost over the South China Sea after a flare
ignited a fire inside the aircraft.

17 Jan 1966: The squadron received its first P-3B
Orion, the first assigned to a West Coast operational
squadron. The ninth and final P-3B was received on
11 May 1967.

25 Jul-4 Dec 1966: VP-9 deployed to NAF Naha,
Okinawa, under the operational control of
Commander Task Force 72. The deployment marked
the first operational use of the P-3B Orion in the
Western Pacific. A detachment was sent to Tainan,
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A squadron P-3B in flight with Bullpup missiles under the wings, February 1969. Note the squadron’s insignia on both the tail and nose of the aircraft.

Taiwan, for one week commencing 4 December 1966
to participate in Operation Yankee Team. The joint
U.S. Air Force and U.S. Navy operation inaugurated on
21 May 1963, provided low-level aerial reconnaissance
of suspected Communist infiltration routes in eastern
and southern Laos.

9 Sep-1 Oct 1968: A detachment of three squadron
aircraft was maintained at NAS Agana, Guam, in sup-
port of the Acoustic Survey of the Philippine Sea. The
survey was completed on 1 October 1968 and the air-
craft and crews returned to NAS Moffet Field, Calif..

Feb 1969: VP-9 aircraft were retrofitted to make
them Bullpup missile capable.

1 Apr-10 Aug 1969: VP-9 relieved VP-47 at NS
Sangley Point, R.P.,, and at Cam Ranh Bay, RVN.
Operational control was under FAW-8 until 4 August
1969, when relieved by FAW-10. On 5 August the
squadron relocated to Cam Ranh Bay for watch duties.
During the deployment the squadron conducted
Market Time patrols of the Tonkin Gulf and coastal
waters of South Vietnam. On 7 August the detachment
at Cam Rahn Bay came under Viet Cong rocket attack
with no damage resulting to squadron aircraft or per-
sonnel. The aircraft were immediately dispersed to
Sangley Point and U-Tapao, Thailand, until 10 August.

31 May 1969: VP-9 participated in SEATO exercise
Sea Spirit, which was abruptly terminated on 2 June
1969 with the collision of the Frank E. Evans (DD 754)
and HMAS Melbourne.

29 Jul 1971: VP-9 deployed to MCAS Iwakuni,
Japan, with a detachment at RTNB U-Tapao, Thailand.

5 May 1972: The squadron deployed a six-aircraft
detachment to NAS Cubi Point, R.P., marking the last
patrols for VP-9 in the combat zone during the
Vietnam Conflict. The detachment augmented the VP
units tasked with ocean surveillance air patrols in rela-
tionship to the mining of North Viethamese harbors
and the corresponding movement of Communist bloc
ships.

1 Jul-Oct 1976: VP-9 began the transition to the
new P-3C Ul aircraft. The transition training was pro-
vided by VP-31 and continued through early
September. The squadron’s inventory of P-3B aircraft
was turned over to VP-8. The squadron’s full comple-
ment of nine new aircraft was reached in October.

10 May 1978: VP-9 deployed to Adak, Alaska.
During the six-month deployment the squadron flew
reconnaissance patrols, ASW missions and surveillance
coverage for over 10-million square miles of ocean.

26 Oct 1978: While on a routine patrol mission
Crew 6, in a P-3C, BuNo. 159892, ditched in heavy
seas off the Aleutians due to an engine fire. Four of
the 14 crew aboard perished before being rescued by
the Soviet Vessel Mys Senyavina. The survivors were
taken to Petropavlovak and returned to U.S. custody
on 5 November 1978.

27 Jun-Nov 1979: VP-9 deployed to NAF Misawa,
Japan. During the next month the squadron flew 125
sorties in support of exercise Multiplex 6-79. In August
the squadron was called upon to support CTG 72.3 in
the humanitarian effort to locate and rescue South
Vietnamese refugees. During the month of November
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the squadron participated in joint exercises with the
Japanese Defense Forces and South Korean forces.

10 Oct 1981: A squadron detachment of three air-
craft deployed to Adak, Alaska, and another three-air-
craft det deployed to Kadena AFB, Okinawa, on the
same day. The latter detachment returned in late
December 1981 and the former in February 1982, after
months of diverse missions in very different climates.

10 Jan 1984: The Golden Eagles deployed to Diego
Garcia and maintained a detachment in Kadena. The
squadron established a new precedent on the deploy-
ment by becoming the first patrol squadron to operate
detachments out of Berbera, Somalia, and Al Masirah,
Oman.

1 Jun 1985: VP-9 was the first “full” squadron to
deploy to NAS Adak, Alaska, in over 13 years. Adak
was reestablished as a Third Fleet forward-deployed
site and VP-9 played a key role in the build-up of the
Adak facilities to support a full patrol squadron.
During the deployment the squadron participated in
Bering Sea mammal surveys and flights over the polar
ice cap to ensure safe navigational passage to Alaska’s
North Slope.

2 Nov 1986-Jan 1987: The Golden Eagles de-
ployed for six months to WestPac, based at Misawa,
Japan. The squadron was the first to deploy with the
AN/APS-137 Inverse Synthetic Aperture Radar (ISAR),
which reduced the size of the electronics package
through microminiaturization and presented a greatly
improved operator interface. In January 1987 the
squadron was based at NAS Cubi Point, R.P., during
the Sea Siam 87-1 and Team Spirit 2-87 exercises.
Remote sites at Guam, Midway, Korea and Okinawa
were visited during this period.

20 Sep 1989: VP-9, while deployed to Eielson AFB,
Alaska, received a modified P-3C, aircraft side number
PD-01, with the “Outlaw Hunter” satellite communica-
tion and navigation gear for testing and operational
evaluation.

24 Oct 1989: The squadron’s complement of air-
craft was reduced from nine to eight P-3Cs due to de-
creased operational funding.

Jan-Mar 1991: Three VP-9 detachments were sent
to Panama on one-month deployments to assist the
drug interdiction effort.

A squadron P-3C in flight, 1984.
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Home Port Assignments

Location

NAS Seattle, Wash.
NAS Alameda, Calif.