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NAVY DEPARTMENT -
Op-Air I-32-L
0155-62 OFFICE OF NAVAL OPERATIONS ,

October 28, 1918.

S : DECLASSIFIED - DOD DIR 5200.9,

1

27 Sep 1968 sl

From: Director of Naval Aviation,
To: All Naval Air Stations, fAviaticn Detachments,
Bureaus and Naval Districts. :

SUBJECT . Weekly Report - Ociober 23, 1918.
1. Hours of patrol obiained during the past week at Naval

Air’étations, together with the number of flights and seaplanes
used for patrol, for week ending October 28, 1918:

PATROLS
: Airecraft in Complement

Stations Flights Hours ifins. comnission at_swation
Cape oy 49 1581 + 53 11 seaclianes 13 seaplanes

" n 2 1 - 13 1 ciric-ible ;1 diri~ible
Chathaw €: 134 + 32 14 seap.enes 12 seaglan:s
Coco Solo 16 51 =+ 3 " 12 "
Halifax 12 38 + 5 3 " 4 "
Hampton Roads 96 346 + 44 30 " 24 "
Key Viest 82 124 - 37 8 i 18 "
Miami 523 77 - 43 3 "
lontauk 72 2310 + 10 11 f 12 "

" 9 34 + 45 1 dirigible i 2 dirigibles
North Sydney 3 9 - 20 S seaplanes 4 seaplanes
Rockaway 87 294 - 25 9 " 24 "

" 7 23 + 1 dirigible 8 dirigibles

" 85 __ 267 - 15 4 kite balloons 20 kite palloons

576 1,764 + 38
Lighter-than-
air craft total 43 326 - 13
Seaplanes total 533 1,438 = 25

NOTE — The sign + indicates that the record for the wreek is
greater, the sign - incdicates that the record for the
veek is less than for the rreceding esk. Underscoring
denotes best record for station.
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Hours of flying other than patrol obtained during the

poatb wveak at Naval Ajr Stations., together with the number of

flights and S€aplanes in sommission and at each

station, for the

week ending Octobexr 28, 1018:
Flights A
other than Aircraft in Complement
Stations patrol Hours Mins. ___ commission at station
Akron 15 5 37 1l dirigible
" 26 15 15 1 kite bal.
oo 26 37 20 19 free bal.
Bay Shore 622 509 35 34 seaplanes 48 seaplanes
Cape lay 5 1 5 11 "
" " 4 18 43 1 dirigible # 1 dirigible
Chathanm 37 13 58 11 scaplanes
Coco Soloe 24 13 4 "
Great Lakes 1 35 2 n
Halifax 20 63 55 O "
Hampton Roads 52 45 35 33 " 7 18 seaplanes
" " 44 15 10 4 kite bal. # 23 kite bal.
Key West 957 915 13 30 zcaplanes 36 seaplanes
" " 18 18 46 1 cirigible & 3 Cirigibles
Hiami 1,538 1,191 30 40 seaplenes 114 seaplanes
Jdiami llarines 360 333 35
lontauk 10 10 11 seaplanes
" 13 38 10 1 kite bal. #* 2 kite bal.
North Sydney 15 16 23 S seaplanes
Pensacola 1,210 791 15 70 " 108 seaplanes
n 75 44 40 1 dirigible &£ 3 dirigibles
Rockaway 223 17 40 9 seaplanes
" 3 & 9 1 dirigible #£ 2 dirigibles
" 3 3 4 kite bal. i* 20 kite bpal.
San Diego 606 508 35 15 seaplanes 36 seaplanes
Anacostia 40 12 35 4 "
5,735 4,645 18 1
Flights _Hours !ins.
Seaplanes ............ 5,149 Z,110 53
* Dirigivles ........... 115 91 55
Lighter-than-air craft 236 200 50
Airplanes «.......... 360 333 35
GRAND TOTAL FOR FLYING TINE:
Patrol .............. 576 1,764 38
Other than patrol ... 5,735 4,645 18
6,311 6,402 56
# Number at stations.
-2 - ;f‘lq

L2



3. The following officers have been ordered abroad:

Abeles, F.
Anderson, C. 1.
Andrews, L. L.
Anewalt, H.P.
Atha., Ka

Badger, J..l.
Barnes, A.X.
Barnes, D.4.
Blount, J.G.,Jr.
Bond, N.A.
Brennan, R. K.
BrOOkS, E.L.
Browm, A. l.
Bullock, J.D.
Carle, D.

Carr, J. E.
Cline, J. T.
Corcoran, L ile
Cromwell, A.C.
Cullity, E.F.
Cushman, Re. J.
Davis, F. D.
Donnelly, D. J.
Ellicott, W.l.H.
Elsas, H. E.
Floyd, G. F.
Fowle, V. F.
Geddes, V7. J.
Gifford, J. S.
Goebel, 7. J.
Gormley, J. il.
Guidlian, J.l.
Hanchette, H. 1.
Hardenobursh, 7.G.
Harlan, J. L. Jr.
Hoskew, R. X.
Henderson, R. I.
Higbie, I« B.
Hilcebrandt, G.H.
Holt, B.D.
Hunter, R.Le.
Hutchinson,H.deB.
Jacques, B. P.
Johns, H.V.D.
Jonas, !l.D.
Jones, 'I.F.
Jordan, R.D.
Julian, D.

Keene, C.

¥err, R.C.

"
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Ingraham, K.C., Lieut. USKRF.

Kerr, S. L.
Kirk, R. ZT.
Klager, 7.H.
Kohler, W.V.

- Laird, J.E.

Laverty, L.F.
IicConnell, R.P.
IlcIntosh, . C.
llackie, J.J.
Ifann, V.
llanson, JeJ.
llarshall, il. Ilc
HMaxom, S.Re.
Melville, G.S.
Iiiller, H.
Fewbarn, P.A.
liewhause, R.U.
macd, T. L.
Oetinger, H. 1.
O'Neil, . Jre.
Potillo, T.B.
Pearson, P. C.
Peterson, Z.E.
Porter, 7. L.
Rice, H. Z=.
Ridgway, T. Il.
Schenck, I.P.
Shafer, C. G.
Shafer, J. H.
Shaw, 7. L.
Sheppard, L. B.
Sonnabend, A.il.
Stephens, R.G.
Stinson, H. II.
Strobel, C. E.

Stronz, VJ.L. Jr.

Sweeney, J. F.
Taylor, K. L.

n
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Van de Vatar, D.G.

Vrooman, F. L.
Waggoner, . E.
Weller, H. Z.

"
f
]

Vallingford, J.K.

- Waterman, F3.

1i~r;-‘-t ts Py T-.' OB .
Uebster, I.G.
Uentz, Y.7/.
fTheeler, S.S.
Uilkins, L. B.

f

1‘2;";‘,

Ensign USNRYF.
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4. Ensign commissions have been requested for
“the following mén:

Carscallen, John Hulmege McDonald, Harold Howland
Chase, Wheeler Forrester HcKay, Earle Douglas

Clark, Robert H. McMaster, John D.
Clement, James Keith Mall, Ivor Orin
Collins, John HMann, William

Cossitt, Harry Rene illiner, Sperry \adsworth
De Sonier, Lawrence A. O'Brien, James H.
Duncan, Chas. Gilbert Paine, Stephen

Elsas, Gorman Emerson -Peacock, ward Lester
Epis, Branch Pegram Phelps, William Sydney
Farley, Eliot Pierrepont, Seth Low
Fortna, David Edward Ross, John 1.

Gobbe, Curtiss Griffith Smith, Clarence illiam
Greef, Chas. Alfred Trippe, Juan Terry

Harrison, Summery Denby Watkins, George Le Grande
Heffelfin-er, Totten Peavey Vhyal, Thomas Mathias
Hickley, Vellington Edward.Villiams, ifarcus E.

Hill, Henry V. Wintersteen, John
Lasher, Herbert . Toodside, Lawrence Rodgers
Lee, Horace Jamnes lirizht, Robert Fulton

. The Office of Naval Operations subscribed
265,650.00 to the Fourth Liberty Loan.

lHassachusetts Institute of Technology sub-
scribed $687,000.00.



Chatham, Mass, - October 21, 1918,

RADIO. Long wave messazes continune to be received

from Lisbon, Spain, Mauen, Garmany, and othar coun-
tries. Also spark signals from Demarra, Fritish Guiana,
The average daily messiges received frem three planes
is thirty-five. The ncw quarvers will bz available

next week,

¥ontauk, L.I., October 23, 1514,

Under the present organization plan, meetings are

held once each week for discussions. ALl Officers are .-
reyuired to attend these meztings and :=sides ordipary
operzting business discussions, two gu2raaney probLsms_

are suvbmitted. It 1s thougnt that throwih the discussion .

of tnese problems the flyers will be snabled to make
Jqulcker and more accurate decisions whan emargencies

arise,

The Cleveland tractor bas worked itself more
closely into the lighter~thar-air operatinns and it
is now used for taking the kite and ths cirigible
from the hangar to the field and vige varca, as well
a3 for nauling down the kitz. Two noce iines ars
fastened to the rear of the tractor azd it 1ills the

Plices of ten to fifteen men.

A system is being inaugurated by which a ratio
can be drawn, showing the flying tire per aviator.per _
day and also the ra%io between tne total flying time ana
the hours of favorable weather available. A4 summailyv of
resulss will be submitted in a later report and in tne
mean time similar information from other stations is
reguested,

Anacostia, D.C. October 25%h, 1918,

On the morning of Cctober 22, 1918, a message
was received at this station that dirizibis 770, A-
4118 in cnarge of Major B. L. Smitn U.3.).C. aould arrive
+~ here around 9:00 2.m. to take aboard fu-l and gas.
sné was on a ferry trip from Akron, Chio to Fur Rock-

-5-

Flrgv é ;2\



way, N. Y. Washington, D.C. She left
ikrgn at 2:3gi%.m? cen%ral time and arrived

at this station at 10:50 a.m. after circling over
Washington sevaral times. A beautiful landing

was made in view of the fact that it was the .
first dirigible the station crew had ever handled.

The landing crews were in charge of Lieutenant

Coil and Lieutenant (j.g.) Talbot of Operations,

who both said the landing field nere was the best

and longest of any Naval dirigible Field in the
gountry. The dirigible crew consisted of Major B.

L. Smith, U.S.K.C. Officer-in-charge, Pilot Lieu-
tenant R.A.D. Preston, U.S.N.R.F. and Lieutenant
(j.g.) W. L. Hamlin U.S.N.R.F. and Lieutenant (j.g.¥
D. T. Hood, U.S.N.R.F. radio operator, Ensign M.E.. «
Easterly, U.S.N.R.F. and Mechanics Roulette and Royal.
No difficulty was experienced in keeping the compass
course except that the moon was so bright that the
radial compass did not show very plainly,otherwise
the trip was uneventful. The motors were tested at
1:17 p.m. and then the dirigible shoved off to comp..i .
plete tne last leg of her journey to Far Rockaway
where she arrived at 6:50 p.m. completing a very
successful trip.

TEST FLIGHT TO HAMPTON ROADS - HS-2 Nb.l90].

. A flignt of at least two hours duration was

made to test the effect on the pilots ears using
overhead exhaust pipes. Two stamdard exhaust mani-
folds were used facing forward, to these were at-
tacned two four foot lengths of pliable tubing bent
thru 180° bringing the outlet facing aft and about
one foot above the upper wing. One pipe was light
brass and the other steel. On arrival at Hampton
Roads both the pilot and assistant pilot agreed that
tnere was a marked decrease in the usual after effects
of ringing in the ears. During the flight several
glides were made in order to test the conditions of
the occupants ears and all cases the condition was
such that conversation could be carried on without
difficulty. In addition to the above tests this

boat was ejuipped with an experimental back pres-
sure feed system in combination with the new lubri-
cation system. In this system the vacuum is created
by the intake manifold and the pressure is maintained
by the oil pressure in the supply tank. The o0il sup-

Ply tank was ejuipped with a water filtering system
by which all
‘ —6—
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ANACOSTIA, D.G. - October <5, 1918,

the 0il is cooled and filtered through water before
returning to the eungine. The above system funciion-
ed periectly during the entire flight.

The fellowing is a o y €titenzsnt of report
made of trin ~1+h 4 Ltype R-9 seaplanes from CﬁaLnam,
Mass., to Piileds iphia, Pa,, on October 4, 1918

At 6:37 all seaplanss were in the
ham, At 8:03 a.m, ths Tormation circ
Naval Aitv Station a2t Montawk. At © m. one
piane wes se-.n %o land in a gmail pon s, and one
other plane flew brck to 1+ Ay 005 a.m, a Jepd-
ing was =nade at nhe Maweal Aix Dtation at Bay Ohore,
ara the o) ctber plants which had Jondsd at Meatouk
were geen to ccme ing .he fivgt plane had keen landed
in order > exahle th lot ©7 ¢il the hand presgire
puwp. While at DBay Shore it wna3c discovered that cae
magneto on piane No. €55 Lkad burnad out and conld not
be repﬁirﬂd but 1t was decidsd to tike a chaince and
after certain celay at Bay Shore, at 12:19 &all planes
were in the air and headsd for Barnegat. At s:44 p.m,
we landed at liaval Air Station, Cape May, N,J., aad
while there it was discoversd +hat plane No. 244 bhad
four broken valve springs. Af<cr teing informed that
oriy two pJunos couid be beached a8t a time at the
Naval Aircrafi Factory, we 1aft two planes at Cape
May and the rsn2ining two teox the air at 4:55 p.m,
At 4:37 we bad turned around the Cape and were fly-
ing up the Delaware Rliver. We landed at the Naval
Aircraft Factcry at 5:41 p.m. At 6:53 the other two
planes arrived.

air at Chat-
el cover the
a.
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Bay Shore, October 3). 1918,

.On Saturday, October 13, 1918, a4 1:45 p.m.
upon receipt of word from the office of Chief of
Staff, New York City, an emergency patrol oonsist-
ing of two HS-2 boats was dispatched from this
station. They took only 20 minutes from the time
the message was received befcre they left the beach,
which is a considerable improvement over previous
patrols, and which is good time, in consideration
of the fact that a pcrmanent secure had been order-
ed. Both planes executsd & search plan of over
100 miles and returned without mishap, having en-
countered nothing cf interest in the area desig-
nated to be search=d. It might be stated in pass-
ing that the effects of the recent stimulation in
navigation instruciion were clsarly manifest on this
occasion, and little difficulty experienced along
these lines, The other two rachines held in readi-
ness toc follow the first two were not called upon
to go out,

Halifax, N.S. - October 19, 1918,

At 8:285 p.m. October 17, the Admiral Super-
intendent 'phoned me that a U.S,S. vessel had re-
ported a submarine 6-1/3 miles, 353 degress from
Sambro buoy. In ten minutes we were in the air
with two planes, equipped with bombs, and a little
later two more planes left the station, also equip-
ped with bombs. With the four rlanes we searched
ten thousand square miles and rut in sixteen hburs
of flying. I am sorry, to say, however, that no
subrarine was sighted. We covered the water about
Halifax harbor and Sambro buoy very thoroughly.

Hampton Roads - Q&tober 33, 1918.

On Monday October 28lst, the three H-16 seaplanes
flying from Philadelphia, Pa., to Pensacola, Fia,,
led by Lieutenant (jg) H.Hutchins, USNRF formerly of
this station, stopped at Hampton Roads to refuel, The
three planes landed at 12:20 P.M, A twenty five knot
northeast wind was blowing and a heavy gea was Tunning
in the Roads, and as in this wind the Air Station is
the weather beach, it was impossible to refuel the

. Filey "
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Pamptoy Roadsg - October 23, 1918,

seaplanes at the runway. A £1rty foot motor sailor,
& thirty five foot motor sailor and an S.P. boat

were standing by when the planes landed, picked them
up and brought them in near the beach where the three
boats cast their anchors and swung into the wind with
the seaplanes lying to leeward. ‘ihen the towing lines
of the seaplanes were slacked away until they were
within fifteen feet of the runway, Wing lines were
made fast to the seaplanes t2 sicady them in this po-
sition, The gasoline hose was passed aboard each
plane in turn, the pilots were carried ashore to lunch
by watermen and rexrusling began, In twenty minutes
after the first plan had lended, it was refueled. In
one hour and ten minutes after the first plane had
landed, all three planes were refueled, refilled with
oil and completely ready to start again, At 2:20 P.M.
the pilots went abecard once more and took off for More-
head City, N.C.

On October 18th an H-16 flying boat was tested
with Martin Aercdyramic Contirol. No ailercons were used
on this plane and owing to a mechanical error in the
device, the pilot and crew had a very exciting exper-
lenc:. The seaplane was first taxied on the water at
various speeds to familiarize the pilot with the action
of the device. At one time while traveling at high
speed and when just about to leave the water, ths right
wing dragged and spun the machine completely around,
The plane was then taken from thz water and reached a
maximum altitude of about 150 feet. It was in ths air
not more than two minutes but in that time side siip+
ped five times with first one wing down and then the
other, The automatic controls did not act at all
until after decided side slipping took place. Fortu-
nately, just previous to and while actually landing,
the plane was practically on a level keel, and by
Cclosing one throttle and leaving the other open, a
landing was effected without damage to plane or occu-
pants. It seems apparent that this stabilizer was
overbalanced and worked exactly in the opposite direc-
tion from which it was intended to work.

Miami, Florida - October %1, 1918,

Two (2) Alexandria Boats, equipped with Hj.spano-
Suiz& Motors, have arrived on this Station, Boat No.
5247 has
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Miami, Florjda - October 21, 191%.

been set up and flown. This boat was found to be very
speedy and very sensitive on the fore and aft controls.

An HS-2L Flying Boat, equipped with running lights,
was flown here on Sunday nigri. The boat could be seen
very easily on account of tl2se rumning lights. An

- N-9 Seavlane flvinz at the came time raported that the

"H" Boat cowld be distinguishked at a great distance.

Key West, Florida - QOciober 22, 1913,

During the wsek further experiments were made
with Clsrk Mark IV bombs. One vomb, with decomposed
granulated TNT in the secondary beoster was dropped
and exploded satisfactorily. The decomposition had
reacned a state resembiing brown sugar. The srace
which ressulted in tike secendary booster from the
settling of the NT due to dscomposition was filled
with fresh granulated TNT. A %etryl head was used.
Similar expsriments with like results indicate that when
tre booster charge is dzcomposed to a state r esembling
brown sugar, the bomh will ¢ Xxplede providing the space ..
resulting from the settling of ths TNT has been elimin-
ated by the addition of fresu THT.

Cape May, N. J. October 23, 1914,

During the past week, deep sea patrols have been

gade with a wind in some cases, as nhigh as thirty-five
miles an hour. 1In forced Jandings at sea, carrier pikeons
have proved to be very efficient inbringing messages to
the Station from planes on the water. On October 21,two
seaplanes made a forced landing off Ocean City, Md., in a
twenty-five mile wind and a very rough sea. Tne crewa of
tnese planes were picked up by a passing steamer, and
taken to Hampton Roads, but due to ths inability of small -

craft to tow planes in the heavy sea, both planes were
totalily wrecked.

-10-
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Pensacola -_Octqber 19, 1918.
BOMBING SCHOOL -

We believe strongly in Talliar Type of boat
for bombing. Pending Tellier, HS-1 shculd be used,
but reguires not only additional hongar space but
incrzase in every part of thz Staticn establishment
to care for 350 horse powcr craft with their increased
size and personncl. :

NAVIGATION SCHOOL -

The angle of incidence of [I~16 flying boat
#A-4051 was raised from 2° to 3°, A test was made
and the machine was found to bs very well balanced, -
although she was previously tail heavy. It was also
noticed that the speecd of the michine was somewhat
decreased.

No & fficulty has been experienced in towing
H-16's on the water. Light flexible cables have
been spliced to the loop of thz tow line, aad the
other end to the fitting carrying the load wire. By
mking these wires sore two fe2t in length, towing
in a s traight line is greatly facilitated.

On several occasions H-12's and H-16's have had
holes knocked in the bottom, on or forward of the step.
A tarpaulin long cnough to ruam well up on th: nose and
aft tne step, and wide enough to extend palf way up on
either side was spread over the tottom as a "Collision
¥&t? This tarpaulin.adjusts itself to tae hole and
stops tne water from coming through. Boats have been
towed several miles this way.

RADIO -

The Bomting F Boats for mirror work are now
eqyuipped with fixed antenna on upper wing. This type
of antenna has proved excellent for use with small
spark coil transmitter for short range work at short
wave length. Signals are not heard at other stations
eéven in the near vicinity and interference is saved.

WEEKLY OFFICERS' MEETING

Total subscriptions to the Fourth Liberty
Loan made by the officers of this Station were
$73,850.00. This total applies to officers on Aero
duty only and does not include officers in Yard

Derartment. . é; g2¢
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AM.Q—CO - Ogtoher 18. 1918. .

Sperry automatic macnine gun sight was mounted

On a Lewis gun and taken up on tne HS-1 plane to an .
altitude of 500 feet, sight was trained on buoy of tar-
get horizontally, only, as no vertical motion was used.
A hundred shots were fired and all shets hit or
bunched around target; the gun vibrated considerably,
but not enough to interfere seriously with sighting the
gun. Then a Lewis gun with a regular circular sight
was mounted on the plane so as to observe th: compari-
son between the automatic and regular sights; two and
one half magazines were fired and the shots did not
bunch and automatic sight was declared to be easier

to hold on target and operate satisfactorily.

Hampton Roads — October 16, 1918%.

During the week ending October 11, 1918, patrol
work was possible on only five days, due to bad weathar
conditions, but in spite of this handicap 254 hours and
52 minutes patrol time was made and a distance of
approximately 13,208 nautical miles covered.

Patrol Syuadron -

The policy of this Squadron with regard to over-
hauling Liberty motors fas been to change motors at such
2 time that the maximum hours run, ccmmensurate with ths
minimum replacement of rarts in overhaul, would be
obtained. At -tne saire time constant eéxperiments have
bgen made witn tr idea of gradually raising the average
t1m§ at which it is necessary to overhaul tne motor. .
It is intercsting to note that, following this pdlicy,
motor BUSE No. 01511, was taken out of HS-2 A-1271, at
tre completion of 102 hours  flying time, and this motor
was found to be in practically perfect condition. The
bearings, which were just beginning to show crystalliza-
tion, were ths only parts that needed rsplacing.

On October 13th, an HS-2 flying boat, while on patrols
sént in a radio message stating tnat they were running
short of gasoline and giving their approximate posi-
tion. As no further messages were r:ceived from this
Plane and it was overdue, it was decided tmt it had
gone down. A seaplane was immediately dispatched in
Search. Fifty three minutes after the plane laft

~12-
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Hampton Roads » Qateler 16th Cont'd.

the beach it had located the lost pPlane twenty miles
off shore and proceeded to the vicinity of Cape Henry
in search of a patrol boat, after baving repor ted ths
position of the plane by radio, Having located a
patrol boat, bearing and distancs of lost rlane was
signalled by means of an Aldis lamp. The pairol boat
immediately procceded on course and rendered assistance
to plane, wing the entirs +ime the Communication
Officer of the Air Station was kept fuily informed by
radio of the procezdings of the TescCuing piane.

Experimental Squadron -

During the week numercus tests have been car-
ried on with the F-5-1 flying boat. One of thess
boats was equipped with vent tubes in steps and tests
were made with tubes sealed and with them open. The
get-away tests were made in very smooth water and the
results show from ten to fifteen seconds bettsr tims
with the vents open, Irials were wade on the follow-
ing day in fairly choppy water and there secemed to be
no appreciable difference with or without vents.

A flight was made for preliminary test of
Western Electric 'pheone test set (W-1058 on an HS-2
flying boat. Communicaticn was mainiained between
pPlane and shore up to a distance of ten miles., Voice
signals from the piane were heard & digtance of thirty

miles, On a second test zsliable tranamission by

voice was heard on the shore wpen plarze was forty
three miles gway.

'
'

Halifax, N.S. - October 19, 19183,

4

Under the direction of Ensign H.S.Murphy, a
Davis non-recoil Gun was mounted on one of our Fly-
ing Boats this week, and given a test, which proved
successful, A target, 9 feet by .15 f2et was.piceed
in the harbor, and a hit 4 feet from the center was
scored from a thousand foot altitude. The ammuniticn

for the Davis @un, consigned to this Station, has
not yet arrived,

-13-
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CONFIDENTIAY, AVIATION BULLETIN NO.17, U.S.NAVAL FORCES

OPERATING IN KUROPEAN WATERS, - 14 September, 1918,

FRENCH OPERATIONS.

During the month of July 1918, French Naval Avia~
tion made 4,248 anti-gubmarine ratrols, covering a
distance of 485,33) knots.

432,890 knots covered by aeroplanes and seaplanes,
52,440 " o " dirigiblcs.

Submarines were sighted on nineteen occasions and
14 attacks took rlace,

Twelve mine grouns were discovered,

SOURCE O.N.I.

"A prisoncr stated that the ex-Hamburg South
American linsr Santa Elena was the only seaplanz-
carrier which he knew to be employezd in the North
Sea. He was flving from hsr in the mouth of the
Ems some two months ago. Bhe was then carrying
only two seaplancs, but had two very large hangars,
one forward and one aft, which would appear to be
capable of acccmmedating more. To launch them she
simply lowers them into the water by means of a
derrick, when they %“taxi" awav on their own floats.
He had never heard of the floating hangars and
rafts which have bezn described, Asked whether any
G&rman seaplane-carriers wsare fitted with a flying
deck for launching asroplanes, informant stated that
he had never seen or heard of ons and did not be=-
lieve that they €xlisted, as all the Naval Air Ser-
vice men with whom he had spoken had been aston-
ished at the appearance of our scouting aeroplanes
on the German coast. Apparently the German Intel-
ligence Service hagd given no warning of the possi-
bility of such a thing, "

J. H, Towers,
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