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COMMAND HISTORY RWORT 

1972 

I. Basic His tory  

A. Chronoloqy of Events 

1 Jan t o  9 Jan 1972 The Squadron was based ashore a t  NAS Oceana. 

10 Jan t o  13  Jan 1972 The Squadron W Q U A L E D  aboard t h e  USS F.D. 
ROOSWLT . 

1 4  Feb t o  29 Feb 1972 The Rippers 4eployed t o  Hot Pad a t  NAS Key 
W e s t ,  f l y i n g  over 215 s o r t i e s  i n  15 days. 

13 Mar t o  1 4  Mar 1972 The Squadron deployed a detachment t o  t h e  
U.S. A i r  Forc~e I n t e r c e p t o r  Weapons School, 
Tyndall AFB, f o r  d i s s i m i l a r  ACM, ( A i r  Combat 
Maneuvering) a g a i n s t  F106's. 

26 Mar t o  29 Mar 1972 The Rippers deployed a detachment t o  Andrews 
IIFB, Washington D.C. f o r  a coordinated Fly- 
Over wi th  t h e  A i r  Force, honoring our POW'S 
& M I A ' s .  

1 Apr t o  26 Apr 1972 The Squadron, based ashore a t  NAS Oceana, 
aggress ive ly  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a program of 
d i s s i m i l a r  ACM with F106's from Langley AFB. 

27 Apr t o  2 May 1972 The Rippers CMQUALED aboard t h e  USS  FORRESTAL. 

8 May t o  1 2  May 1972 Based aboard t h e  USS FORRESTAL t h e  Squadron 
operated i n ' t h e  Western A t l a n t i c .  

20 May 1972 The Squadron Change of Command w a s  he ld  a t  
1100 wi th  CDR P e t e r  B. Booth r e l i e v i n g  CDR 
Austin M. Lindsey. Following t h e  Change of 
Command t h e  World Famous Red Rippers held 
t h e i r  f o r t y - f i f t h  reunion a t  NAS Oceana. 

2 Jun t o  27 Jun 1972 Based aboard WSS FORRESTAL t h e  Squadron opera ted  A 

i n  t h e  Western A t l a n t i c ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  an 
Operational Readiness Evaluation. 

24 J u l  t o  25 Aug 1972 The Rippers, based ashore a t  NAS Oceana, 
experimented wi th  a four  day work week, f l y i n g  
a t o t a l  of 282 sorties in four weeks. 

26 Aug t o  31 Aug 1972 Based aboard USS FORRESTAL t h e  Squadron operated 
i n  t h e  Western A t l a n t i c .  

7 Sep t o  17 Sep 1972 Based aboard USS FORRESTAL t h e  Squadron p a r t i -  
c ipa ted  i n  an Operat ional  Readiness Evaluation. 
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22  Sep t o  29 Sep 1972 

30 Sep t o  8 Oct 1972 

9 Oct t o  1 2  Oct 1972 

13 Oct t o  16 Oct 1972 

17 Oct t o  19 Oct 1972 

20 Oct t o  27 Oct 1972 

28 Oct t o  3 Nov 1972 

4 Nov t o  8 Nov 1972 

9 Nov t o  11 Nov 1972 

1 2  Nov t o  17 Nov 1972 

18 Nov t o  20 Nov 1972 

2 1  Nov t o  27 Nov 1972 

28 Nov t o  6 Dec 1972 

7 Dec t o  9 Dec 1972 

1 0  Dec t o  18 Dec 1972 

19 Dec t o  31 Dec 1972 

Aboard t h e  USlS FORRESTAL t h e  Red Rippers 
deployed t o  t h e  Mediterranean. 

Aboard t h e  USS FORRESTAL t h e  Squadron operated 
i n  t h e  Western Med. 

USS FORRESTAL anchored a t  Gaeta and Naples, 
I t a l y .  

Aboard t h e  USS FORRESTAL t h e  Squadron operated 
i n  t h e  Ionian Sea. 

The Rippers v i s i t e d  I s t a n b u l ,  Turkey. 

Aboard USS FORRESTAL t h e  Squadron operated i n  
t h e  Aegean Sela p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a CRAE exe rc i se .  

The Rippers v i s i t e d  Athens, Greece. 

Aboard USS FORRESTAL t h e  Squadron operated i n  
t h e  Aegean Sea p a r t i c i p a t i n g  6-8 Nov i n  a 
Miss i lex  conducted on t h e  NAMFI Range. 

The Rippers v i s i t e d  Thessaloniki ,  Greece. 

Aboard USS FORRESTAL t h e  Squadron operated i n  
t h e  Ionian Sea p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  National Week 
XIV.  

U S S  FORRESTAL anchored a t  Souda Bay, Crete.  

The Rippers again v i s i t e d  Athens. 

Aboard USS FORRESTAL t h e  Squadron operated i n  
t h e  Ionian Sea. One Ripper Aircrew p a r t i c i -  
pated i n  a Crossdeck exerc i se  wi th  t h e  HMS 
ARK ROYAL. 

The Rippers v i s i t e d  t h e  i s l a n d  of Rhodes. 

Aboard t h e  US6 FORFtESTAL t h e  Squadron operated 
i n  t h e  Eastern Med p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a Missi lex 
on 11 D e c  a t  t h e  NAMFI Range. 

The Rippers enjoyed Christmas 1972 i n  Athens, 
Greece and completed a success fu l  year  of 
opera t ions .  
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B. NARRATIVE 

WORLD FAMOUS RED RIPPERS FIGaTER SQUADRON ELEVEN 1972 

The F o r t y - f i f t h  year  of t h e  Navy's o l d e s t ,  continuous f i g h t e r  

squadron, t h e  World Famous Red Rippers, proved t o  be one of i t s  most 

product ive and c e r t a i n l y  one of i t s  most h i s t o r i c a l  years .  The year  

1972 found t h e  Rippers preparing f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a  poss ib le  West 

Pac deployment and looking back on i t s  p a s t ,  t h e  45th Red Ripper Reunion. 

January found t h e  Rippers aboard "he g o a t " ,  a  f a m i l i a r  home i n  

1972, f o r  r e f r e s h e r  CARQUALS ( c a r r i e r  Qua l i f i ca t ions )  aboard t h e  USS F.D. 

ROOSEVELT, Following t h e  s tandard four  day and two n igh t  t r a p s  f o r  each 

p i l o t ,  t h e  squadron re turned  t o  NAS Oceana t o  continue i t s  aggressive 

ACM ( A i r  Combat Manuevering) program. 

The Rippers deployed again i n  February, t h i s  t i m e  t o  NAS Key W e s t  

f o r  Hot Pad duty. On t h i s  deployment t h e  squadron had o t h e r  p lans  

bes ides  t h e  usual  a l e r t  commitment, e i g h t  Ripper a i r c r a f t  deployed and 

flew a t o t a l  of 215 s o r t i e s  i n  15 days. Broken down, t h i s  included 87 

ACM s o r t i e s ,  50 a g a i n s t  d i s s i m i l a r  a i r a r a f t ,  35 a i r  i n t e r c e p t  s o r t i e s  

including 29 scramble hops, 4 1  bombing hops, 10 low leve l /  navigat ion 

s o r t i e s ,  29 f e r r y  missions and 13 t e s t  o r  miscellaneous s o r t i e s .  Key 

West proved t o  be a r v e r y  b e n e f i c i a l  t r a i n i n g  detachment. 

I n  March t h e  squadron deployed f o u r  a i r c r a f t  t o  Tyndall AFB, 

Flor ida  f o r  d i s s i m i l a r  ACM a g a i n s t  A i r  Force F-106's a t  t h e  U.S. A i r  

Force I n t e r c e p t o r  Weapons School. During t h e  two days, 12 s o r t i e s  

were flown (2 versus 2 )  f o r  a  t o t a l  of 18 engagements. The t r a i n i n g  

which evolved form t h e  f l i g h t s ,  was thought t o  be extremely valuable  t o  

a l l  p a r t i e s  involved. Of p a r t i c u l a r  note  i s  t h e  F-106's c l o s e  approx- 

imation t o  t h e  Mig-21 s e r i e s  a i r c r a f t  when it i s  flown aggressively.  

I n  t h i s  l i g h t  t h e  exposure experienced by t h e  VF-11 crews was considered 

t o  be of v i t a l  b e n e f i t .  
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Following the return from Tyndall, the Rippers were selected to 

participate in a joint Navy-Air Force POW Fly-Over at Washington, D.C. 

Five aircraft departed for Andrews AFB on 26 March. Four of the five 

flew a missing man formation with four Air Force F-4C's from Seymore 

Johnson AFB, North-Carolina, On 29 March, CDR P. B. Booth, Executive 

Officer of the Rippers pulled out of the formation over the Pentagon 

to honor the nations POW'S and MIAts in Viet Nam. 

The beginning of April found the Rippers again participating in 

dissimilar ACM, this time with the F-106rs out of Langley AFB Virginia. 

An ACM training syllabus, a "Mini Top Gun", was developed by the 

Rippers in liaison with the Air Force in September of 1970. This 

program is still in effect at Oceana and is used by all the East Coast 

and even some West Coast Fighter Squadrons. 

Starting on 27 April the Rippers began a series of CARQUAZ/re- 

fresher periods aboard USS FORRESTAL. FORRESTAL had just returned 

to sea from a nine month overhaul in the Norfolk Naval Shipyard. 

On 20 May the World Famous Red Rippers held their change of 

command and an anniversary reunion commemorating 45 years of aviation 

as the Navy's oldest continuous Fighter Squadron. RADM Edward L. 

Feightner, USN, Commhder Naval Air Systems Command (logistics) and 

former Red Ripper Commanding Officer made introductory remarks which 

were followed by an address by guest speaker, VADM M. F. Weisner, USN, 

Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Air Warfare). At the completion of 

Admiral Weisner's address, CDR Austin M. Lindsey passed command of 

the World Famous Red Rippers to CDR Peter B. Booth, the 45th Red Ripper 

Skipper, On hand to witness the ceremony were CDR Booth's parents, 

ADM and Mrs. C. T. Booth USN(RET). Admiral Booth was Commanding 

Officer of the Red Rippers from 1941 to 1942. 
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~ e u n i o n  ceremonies included t h e  f l y i n g  in*  of t h r e e  f i g h t e r  a i r -  

c r a f t  of t h e  World War I1 vintage  t o  NAS Oceana. The t h r e e  were l e d  

by Red Ripper Warren G. "DutchH Schulden i n  his P-51 Mustang. A 1  

Sheeves flew i n  an F4F Wildcat and M r .  John Van Andel came i n  his F ~ U  

Corsa i r .  

Over 200 Rippers and t h e i r  gues t s  a t tended t h e  reunion with some 

of t h e  more notable  Rippers being M r .  B. A l l i son  "Budu G i l l i e s  who was 

with t h e  squadron i n  1927 when it w a s  formed and CDR Rex R. Berglund, 

USN(FET) who t r a v e l l e d  a l l  t h e  way fu?mu~ Hawaii t o  a t t e n d  t h e  f e s t i v i -  

t i e s .  Vie t  N a m  Navy Aces LT Randy Cunningham and LTJG B i l l  D r i s c o l l  

w e r e  on hand a s  t h e  gues t s  of honor. 

On 2 June t h e  Rippers flew o u t  t o  t h e  FORRESTAL t o  begin twenty 

s t r a i g h t  days of t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  Western A t l a n t i c  concluding with t h e  

Operational Readiness Evaluation ( O R E ) ,  The ORE was h ighl ighted  by an 

a c t u a l  A l e r t  5 launch of a Ripper a i r c r a f t ,  a g a i n s t  a Russian Bear 

a i r c r a f t ,  on a reconnissance mission ou t  of Cuba. LT  and h i s  

R I O  LT  in te rcep ted  t h e  Bear o f f  t h e  S.E. c o a s t  of t h e  

U.S. p r i o r  t o  i t s  reaching t h e  FORRESTAL's opera t ing  a r e a  and escor ted  

it through t h e  area .  

The FORFESTAL was scheduled t o  deploy on 13 J u l y  f o r  t h e  Mediterra- 

nean, bu t  a f i r e ,  i n  t h e  Flag spaces,  which spread i n t o  C I C  spaces,  set 

back deployment p lans  severa l  months. The FORRESTAL immediately entered  

t h e  Norfolk Naval Shipyard f o r  r e p a i r s .  

This mishap caught everyone i n  VF-11 a l i t t l e  unprepared. A l l  

squadron t r a i n i n g  was geared f o r  t h e  J u l y  deployment. New p lans  were 

s e t  and t h e  Rippers began a month long experiment on 24 J u l y ;  a four  

day work week. A t o t a l  of 64 s o r t i e s  was set f o r  t h e  f i r s t  week. 

Enthusiasm was so  high t h a t  week, t h a t  26 s o r t i e s  were flown on t h e  f i r s t  

day with a t o t a l  of 76 f o r  t h e  week. The experiment continued f o r  t h e  
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next  four  weeks, each week proving t o  be an unqual i f ied  success.  F i e l d  

landing p r a c t i c e  was heavi ly  s t r e s s e d  throughout t h i k  per iod t o  keep 

aircrews p r o f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  day FORRES1TAL would be back a t  sea ,  

On 26 August t h e  Rippers w e r e  baak again aboard FORRESTAL f o r  

r e f r e s h e r  landings a f t e r  a two month l ayof f .  A mini ORE was held i n  

e a r l y  September and t h e  Rippers were o f f  f o r  t h e  Mediterranean on 

22 September, exac t ly  2 months and 9 days l a t e .  

On t h e  t r a n s l a n t ,  a s i n g l e  Ripper a i r c r a f t  p i l o t e d  by t h e  

Executive O f f i c e r ,  CDR James E.  TAYLOR and h i s  R I O  LT  

were launched on a 5 minute a l e r t  a g a i n s t  a simulated Russian Bear. 

The FORRESTALgs f i r s t  opera t ing  period i n  t h e  Mediterranean began on 30 

September. During t h i s  per iod t h e  Rippers f lew 125 s o r t i e s ,  g r e a t l y  en- 

hancing t h e  squadrons readiness .  Forty of t h e  s o r t i e s  were flown a t  

n igh t .  The Automatic C a r r i e r  Landing System (ACLS) aboard POWSTAL 

a l s o  requi red  s e v e r a l  s e r v i c e  hops during t h i s  per iod  t o  maintain 

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  n igh t  ACLS landings.  

Following a s h o r t  i n p o r t  per iod  i n  Naples, I t a l y ,  t h e  PORRESTaL 

steamed f o r  I s t a n b u l ,  Turkey wi th  very l i t t l e  opera t ing  along t h e  way. 

The next  a t  sea  per iod began on 21 October. During t h i s  per iod a 

t o t a l  of 103 s o r t i e s  w e r e  flown: 52 CAP, 1 4  ACM, 19 Bombing and 

var ious  o t h e r  s e r v i c e  hops. Twenty-six were flown a t  n igh t  with a 

boarding r a t e  of 96%. The day boarding r a t e  was 95% with a 65.5% 

o v e r a l l  f o r  OK passes .  

The per iod  4 November t o  18 November encompassed two opera t ing  

per iods  with a s h o r t  p o r t  v i s i t  t o  Thessaloniki ,  Greece. On 6-7 

November t h e  squadron p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a m i s s i l e  launch exerc i se  on t h e  

NAME'I Range n o r t h  of Crete .  Out of 7 events  launched (two a i r c r a f t  

pe r  event)  during t h e  exe rc i se ,  only t h r e e  w e r e  c l ea red  t o  launch AIM 

7E missiles. A l l  t h r e e  guided and one knocked t h e  t a r g e t ,  an MQM-74, 
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out of the sky. Two AIM-9B missiles were fired. Various problems 

were encountered ranging fern those with the control ship to range 

and drone problems. All in all the exercise proved very frustrating 

to d l  concerned. 

On 13 November the Rippers began participation in National Week 

XIV. A total of 83 sorties were fibown during this NATO exercise of 

which 39 were CAP, 28 Search/CAP, 10 bombing sorties, four alert 5 

launches and 2 miscellaneous test hops. Forty-two were launched at 

night. The planning and execution of National Week XIV was strongly 

oriented toward the ASW mission and the surface-to-surface missile 

threat, which is reasonable considering the present Med environment, 

However CAP aircraft utilization was not optimized to conform to a 

"real world" combat environment. 

The final at sea period in November began on 28 November and 

went through to 6 December. The Rippers flew a total of 99 sorties, 

29 of which were at night. The highlight of this operating period was 

a cross decking exercise with HMS ARK ROYAL in which a single Ripper 

aircraft, flown by LT  and his RIO LTJG  , landed 

aboard the British carrier. 

After leaving Rhodes on 9 December the USS FORRESTAL, operating 

in the Eastern Med, again participated in a missilex on the NAMF'T Range. 

On 11 December a total of 5 events (9 aircraft) were launched during 

an eight hour period, for AIM-7E and AIM-9B firing, utilizing hhe MQM-74 

target with smoke and flares. Poor comunications with the controllers 

was the major problem area. Four AIM-7E2 missiles were fired and 6 

AIM-9B missiles were launched with varing degrees of success. Sixty day 

sorties were launched during this period with an 85.2% boarding rate, 

and 49 night sorties were launched with a 92.3% boarding rate. 
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Following this at sea period the FOrnSTAL pulled into Athens for 

the Holidays. 
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d) F l i g h t  I n f o r m + t i o n  

TOTAL 
HOURS 

DAY NIGHT TOTAL DAY NIGHT CARRIER LANDINGS 
HOURS HOURS HOPS HOPS -- HOPS DAY / NIGHT MONTH 

JAN 

F E B  

MAR 

APR 

MAY 

JUN 

JUL 

AUG 

S E P  

OCT 

NOV 

E n c l o s u r e  ( 1 )  

1 2  

I 

I ~ 




