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COMMAND ORGANIZATION AND MISSION 

1. The Command. The Squadron's Cormanding Of f ice r s  during t h e  year 
1978, and t h e i r ' d a t e s  of command were a s  follows: 

Couunander James E. CONNERTON, Jr. 4 J u l y  1977 - 1 October 1978 

Commander Will iam-J.  MOOBERRY 1 October 1978 - Present  

2. The Mission of VAW-125 

a. The primary mission of VAW-125 is  t o  provide u n i t s  of t h e  f l e e t  
with e a r l y  de tec t ion  and warning of approaching enemy fo rces .  The p r i n c i p l e  
i s  a s  o ld  a s  warfare  i t s e l f ,  but  a s  pract iced by VAW-125, involves t h e  
use  of long range radar  and soph i s t i ca ted  computer-controlled e l e c t r o n i c  
systems t o  d e t e c t ,  i d e n t i f y  and r e p o r t  enemy con tac t s  whi le  s t i l l  many 
miles from t h e  Task Force. 

b. The squadron's a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  Grumman ! b u i l t  E-2C "HAWKEYE", i s  a 
twin engine turbo-prop capable of reaching a s t a t i o n  w e l l  ahead of t h e  
f o r c e  a t  speeds up t o  300 knots and a l t i t u d e s  t o  30,000 f e e t .  The E-2C 
with i ts  80 foo t  wing span and gross weight of over 25 tons ,  i s  one of t h e  
l a r g e s t  a i r c r a f t  operated from t h e  deck of an  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r .  The crew 
c o n s i s t s  of a p i l o t ,  co-pi lo t ,  combat information center  o f f i c e r ,  a i r  
c o n t r o l  o f f i c e r  and f l i g h t  technic ian ,  who f l y  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and opera te  
t h e  complex e l e c t r o n i c  equipment which it c a r r i e s .  This equipment, 
c o l l e c t i v e l y  c a l l e d  t h e  Airborne T a c t i c a l  Data System, forms an a i rborne  
extension of t h e  modern Navy T a c t i c a l  Data System employed aboard a l l  of 
our newer warships. The h e a r t  of t h e  ATDS is a powerful, long range radar  
which t r ansmi t s  its enargythrough t h e  24 foo t  r o t a t i n g  antenna dome a top  
t h e  a i r c r a f t  , 

c. Contacts detec ted  by t h e  radar  are analyzed and i d e n t i f i e d  by 
computer-controlled e l e c t r o n i c  subsystems which simultaneously d isplay  t h e  
con tac t s  t o  t h e  opera tors  and automatical ly repor t  them back t o  t h e  
Task Force Commander. The E-2C a l s o  has  a Pass ive  Detection System which 
can a i d  i n  the  poss ib le  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of unknown con tac t s  and de tec t ion  
of enemy a i r c r a f t  o r  s h i p s  before  they would be  wi th in  radar  range. I f  a 
contact  is  a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  force ,  a i r c r a f t  can be immediately dispatched 
t o  i n t e r c e p t  i t ,  and i f  necessary,  des t roy i t .  The i n t e r c e p t i n g  a i r c r a f t  
are d i r e c t e d  i n  t h i s  f l i g h t b y  t h e  E-2C's computel;, through a rad io  Data 
Link. This  a ssures  t h a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  reaches a p o s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
t a r g e t  t o  permit f i n a l  v i s u a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and a t t a c k .  
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d .  The inherent  f l e x i b i l i t y  of t h e  ATDS, when operated by t h e  h igh ly  
t r a ined  f l igh t , c rews ,  al lows i t s  use i n  a v a r i e t y  of secondary missions. 
S ign i f i can t  among these  are i ts  use  i n  d i r e c t i n g  S t r i k e  A i r c r a f t  t o  t h e i r  
t a r g e t s ,  as an  automatic r ad io  r e l a y  t o  a s s i s t  i n  long range communications, 
and i n  t h e  v i t a l  r o l e  of con t ro l  and coordination dur ing search and rescue 
missions. 
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