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Scope and Content Notes
The collection was received on 28 April 1958 from Admiral Ofstie’s widow Joy Bright Hancock via CNO offices Op-92 (Naval Intelligence) and Op-29B. Part of the collection contained “Privileged Material”.  This collection is valuable for the light it sheds on naval aviation, especially post-war developments, including the value of land-based strategic bombing and nuclear warfare.
The collection was arranged into six series:

Series I: Personal Record Files (1915-1945). This series includes Officer’s Service Jacket of Bureau of Personnel, Flight Logs, and Personal Orders Folders.

Series II: Letter Files (1941-1953). This series includes incoming/outgoing personal, business, and official correspondence.

Series III: Speeches and Publications (1943-1956). Includes material known to have been delivered or written by Admiral Ofstie for publication distribution.

Series IV: Clippings (1924-1953). Articles and news items clipped from newspapers.

Series V: Command Files (1941-1956).  Includes official reports of commands with which Admiral Ofstie was associated.

Series VI: Miscellaneous published and processed material.  Includes material of uncertain or unknown origin.

Biographical data

Vice Admiral Ofstie had a distinguished career which was closely connected with naval aviation. His assignments during the period covered by his papers included:

Jun 1942-Nov 1943: Aviation Officer, Staff of CINCPAC

Nov 1943-Aug 1944: Commanding Officer, USS Essex (CV 9)

Aug 1944-Jan 1945: Commander, Carrier Division 26

Jan 1945-Apr 1945: Commander, Carrier Division 23

Apr 1945-Aug 1945: Chief of Staff, Commander Aircraft, Atlantic Fleet

Aug 1945-Nov 1946: Senior Naval Member, U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey; Head, Joint Chief of Staff Evaluation Board for Atomic Bomb Tests

Nov 1946-Jul 1950: Naval Member, Military Liaison Committee to Atomic Engergy Commission

Aug 1950-May 1951: Commander, Carrier Division 5

May 1951-Jun 1952: Chief of Staff, Commander Naval Forces, Far East

Jun 1952-Mar 1953: Commander, First Fleet

Mar 1953-Dec 1954: Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Air)

Mar 1955-Mar 1956: Commander, Sixth Fleet

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series I: Personal Records

Personal Service Record (privacy Act)

Aviator Flight Log Books

Service Jacket

Personal Orders File, 1915-1949

Personal Orders File, 1950-1956

Personal Items
Box 2 (contains Top Secret)
Series II: Letter Files

Letter File: 1941

Letter File: 1942 Incoming

Letter File: 1942 Outgoing

Letter File: 1943 Incoming

Letter File: 1943 Outgoing

Letter File: 1944 Incoming

Letter File: 1944 Outgoing

List of Correspondence (incoming and outgoing): 1945-1950

Letter File: 1945 Outgoing

Letter File: 1945 Incoming

Letter File: 1946 Outgoing

Letter File: 1946 Incoming
Box 3

Letter File: 1947 Outgoing

Letter File: 1948 Incoming

Letter File: 1948 Outgoing
Box 4 (contains Top Secret and Restricted Data)
Letter File: 1949 Memos

Letter File: 1949 Outgoing

Letter File: 1949 Incoming

Letter File: 1950 Incoming
Box 5
Letter File: 1950 Outgoing

Letter File: 1951 Incoming

Letter File: 1951 Outgoing

Letter File: 1952 Incoming

Letter File: 1952 Outgoing

Letter File: 1953 Incoming

Letter File: 1953 Outgoing
Box 6

Series III: Speeches and Publications (1943-1952)

Speeches and Publications: 1943

Speeches and Publications: 1944

Speeches and Publications: 1945

Speeches and Publications: 1946

Speeches and Publications: 1947

Speeches and Publications: 1948

Speeches and Publications: 1949

Speeches and Publications: 1950

Speeches and Publications: 1951

Speeches and Publications: 1952

Series IV: Clippings

Clippings: Pre World War II

Clippings: WW-II

Clippings: 1947

Clippings: 1948

Clippings: 1949
Box 7

Clippings: 1949 (Continued)

Clippings: 1949-1950

Clippings: B-36 Investigation Clippings

Clippings: 1950

Clippings: 1951

Clippings: 1952

Clippings: 1953
Box 8

Series V: Command File

CINCPAC Staff-Aviation Officer, 1942-43

USS Essex (CV 9) - Commanding Officer, Nov 1943-Aug 1944

COMCARDIV 26, Aug 1944-Jan 1945

COMCARDIV 23, Jan 1945-Apr 1945

AIRLANT Staff- Chief of Staff, Apr 1945-Aug 1945

USSBS - Senior Naval Member, Naval Analysis Division Head, Crossroads JCS Evaluation 


Board, Aug1945-Nov1946

AEC - Naval Member, Military Liaison Committee Nov 1946-Jul 1950

Special USSBS Folder (United States Strategic Bombing Survey)
Box 9

COMFIRSTFLEET Jun 1952-Mar 1953

COMCARDIV-5 Aug 1950-May 1951

NAVFESTAFF (Chief of Staff) May 1951-Jun 1952

COMSIXTHFLEET Mar 1955-Mar 1956

DCNO (Air) Mar 1953-Dec 1954

Series VI: Miscellaneous Published and Processed Material

Lectures/speeches
Box 10 (contains Restricted Data)
Typescripts

Miscellaneous Unassigned

Articles
Box 11

Series I: Personal Record Files

RADM R. A Ofstie Personal Files January 1951

RADM R. A. Ofstie Personal Files January 1951 (2nd folder)

Ofstie message traffic
RADM R. A. Ofstie Personal Files February 1951 (NAVFE Misc.)

RADM R. A Ofstie Personal Files February 1951 (Air Force-Army and TF-77)

RADM R. A. Ofstie Personal Files March 1951 (CTF-77 Op Intelligence Summaries/Op 

Summaries Misc.)

RADM R. A. Ofstie Personal Files March 1951 (Navy Communique and NAVFE Misc.)

RADM R. A. Ofstie Personal Files March 1951 (TF-77 - Op Summaries and Op Summaries

Misc.)
Box 12

RADM R. A. Ofstie Personal Files March 1951 (TF-77 and Air Force - Army)

RADM R. A. Ofstie Personal Files April 1951 (Folder 1)

RADM R. A. Ofstie Personal Files April 1951 (Folder 2)

RADM R. A. Ofstie Personal Files April 1951 (Folder 3)
