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Scope and Content Notes
The collection related to the naval service of Rear Admiral Robert Andrews Hobbs who was active duty in the reserves during his career.  These documents consist of biographical data, a history and Xeroxed photos of Fighter Squadron Eight.
Biography

Admiral Hobbs was born on 21 March 1918 in Omaha, Nebraska.  He met and married Louise Clarke, and they had five children (Susan, Jane, Ann, Robert Nile, and James Benjamin).  He enlisted in the U.S. Naval Reserves on 18 December 1941.  He attended the American College of Life Underwriters and the University of Washington from which he received BA degree in 1972.  he worked as an Insurance Consultant for the Fidelity Mutual Life Insurance Company Seattle, Washington.

He was appointed an Aviation Cadet, U.S. Naval Reserves on 19 March 1942 and was commissioned an Ensign in the USNR in August 1942.  During World War II he was attached to Fighter Squadron Three, Ten, and Eight (USS Bunker Hill) as assistant Flight Officer and Staff Commander Fleet Air Seattle.  He later served as Executive Officer for Fighting Squadron 5, 895, and Fleet Air Support Squadron 891.  He commanded the Advisory Board, the Advisory Council, and the Naval Reserve Readiness Command Seattle.
He was awarded the Noel Davis Trophy to Fleet Air Support Squadron (FASRON) 891 while commanding officer, Letter of Commendation from Secretary of the Navy, and Second in Noel Davis Trophy while Staff Commander.  He later received the Distinguished Flying Cross with two gold Stars in lieu of subsequent awards, Air Medal with one Silver Star and three Gold Stars in lieu of subsequent awards, Presidential Unit Citation awarded USS Bunker Hill, American Campaign Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, World War II Victory Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal, Naval Reserve Medal, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon.

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series I: Biographical data, 1972
1. Biography

Series II: Fighter Squadron Eight, undated

2. History

3. Fighter Squadron Eight Insignia, undated
Series III: Photographs, 1943-1944

4. Xerox copies of photos


a. Fighter Squadron Eight, 30 Sep 1943


b. Aboard the USS Intrepid heading toward the Pacific combat, December 1943


c. Rear Admiral Hobbs’s photos in Oct 1943


d. Homeward bound Manus Island Admiralty Group, Nov 1944

Series IV: Printed Material, undated

5. Newspaper clippings, undated

