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Scope and Content Notes
This collection of papers was donated to the Operational Archives by William P. Harding in February of 1987. The papers are primarily those of Mr. Harding's grandfather, William P. Harding, and great-grandfather, Jeremiah Harding. There are also a few letters and papers from Mrs. William P. Harding (Anna Becker Harding) and her son, Frank Harding.
The papers of Jeremiah Harding consist primarily of service records—his orders and requests for leave dating from 1864 to 1885. Jeremiah Harding served as an acting boatswain (later promoted to boatswain) in a variety of ships and stations. The last record of him shows him assigned to the Engineering Department for a three year tour (1884-1887) at the Mare Island, California Navy Yard. The collection contains a few photographs of him and his family, but no correspondence.
The papers of his son, William P. Harding, are more voluminous and varied in nature. Besides his orders and leave requests, the collection contains an almost continuous run of correspondence to his wife and son which spans the years 1898-1900. William P. Harding served several long tours of duty in the Philippines as a carpenter, at one point being in charge of all carpentry work at that station. He was promoted to Chief Carpenter in 1904. His correspondence contains excellent narratives of his work and his surroundings, among them a detailed description of a visit to St. Petersburg, Russia in 1911. William P. Harding died suddenly on 23 June 1915, while on shore duty in Philadelphia.
The other items in the collection consist of correspondence from Frank Harding to his parents; sympathy letters to Anna Harding upon the death of her husband, William; photographs of various ships under construction (collected by William) and of the Philippines; Harding family photographs; and miscellaneous souvenir booklets of USS MONTEREY, the Manila Hotel, San Francisco (upon the arrival of the Atlantic Fleet in 1908), and the Mare Island Navy Yard.
Also included with the donation of the above papers were several cap ribbons from the various ships which William P. Harding served on, and also for several Russian ships (including the AURORA, which would later lay which were obviously collected during SOUTH CAROLINA's visit to Kronstadt in 1911. These artifacts were turned over to the Curator Branch of the Naval Historical Center.
Chronology of Naval Service of William P. Harding, 1896-1915

7 Nov. 1895
Applied for an appointment as a Carpenter

23 Mar 1896
Appointed Acting Carpenter

10 Apr 1896
Ordered to Navy Yard, Mare Island, California

30 Nov 1897
Ordered to USS MONTEREY, San Diego, California

13 Feb 1898
On leave of absence until 19 Feb. to Vallejo, Cal.

7 Sept. 1898
USS MONTEREY at Naval Station, Cavite, Philippines—in charge of all carpenters' work in all Departments

Dec 1899
Requests assignment to duty in continental U.S.
15 Apr 1900
Ordered to report to USS BALTIMORE when it falls in with USS MONTEREY

21 May 1900
Reported to BALTIMORE

18 Sept 1900
Ordered to Philadelphia, PA as Assistant to Superintending Constructor of BAINBRIDGE, BARRY, & CHAUNCEY as soon as BALTIMORE is placed out of commission

27 Sept 1900
BALTIMORE placed out of commission

5 Oct 1900
Reported to Philadelphia, PA

6 Oct 1900
Requests assignment to Mare Island, California

11 Oct 1900
Ordered to New York Navy Yard for temporary duty on USRS VERMONT in connection with a draft of men to be transferred to Mare Island

17 Oct 1900
Reported to VERMONT

7 May 1901
Ordered to Paymaster's Office for duty in witnessing payments of employees (in addition to regular duties)

7 Jan 1902
Ordered to detach from Board of Inspection of Supplies & report to Naval Constructor

7 June 1902
Detailed as temporary member of Paint Board

7 June 1902
Detailed for temporary duty as member of Board of Inspection for Dept. of Construction & Repair

29 Apr 1903
Ordered to USS SOLACE to go to Naval Station Cavite

9 May 1903
Reported to SOLACE

10 July 1903
Detached from SOLACE

21 July 1903
Reported at Cavite Naval Station

24 July 1903
Ordered to report to Board of Inspection as representative of Dept. of Construction & Repair in addition to regular duties

31 May 1904
Appointed member of Board for the Examination of Applicants for the Appointment as Apprentices

12 July 1904
Relieved from duty on Board of Inspection

16 Aug 1904
Appointed to Board of Inspection to inspect USNC BRUTUS

8 Sept 1904
Received commission as Chief Carpenter

23 Oct 1905
Ordered to report to USFS RAINBOW for duty in connection with inspection of that vessel

2 Mar 1906
On leave of absence until 3 March

5 May 1906
Detached from duty at Naval Station Cavite. Ordered to take passage in US Army transport sailing from Manila to San Francisco on or about 5 May 1906.

31 Mar 1906
Ordered to report home upon arrival in San Francisco

7 June 1906
Begin 6 weeks leave of absence

18 July 1906
Ordered to report to Philadelphia, PA to Superintending Constructor at the works of Wm. Cramp & Sons Ship & Engine Building Co.

July-Aug. 1907 
At Philadelphia, PA
************Duties not known Sept. 1907 to Nov. 1910**************

23 Nov. 1910
On duty USS SOUTH CAROLINA, Atlantic Fleet--requests 5 days leave of absence beginning 26 Nov. 1910

Jan.-Feb. 1911
At Portsmouth, Virginia [possibly on leave]

May-June 1911
On duty USS SOUTH CAROLINA, on cruise to Copenhagen, Stockholm, Kronstadt (Russia), and Kiel, Germany.

16 June 1911
On leave to travel from Kronstadt, Russia to St. Petersburg

22 June 1911
Requests 3 days leave of absence beginning 24 June to travel to Berlin from Kiel, Germany

June 1915
At Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Ordered to report to USS GEORGIA at unknown date.

June 23, 1915
Died at Philadelphia, PA

NOTES ON ARRANGEMENT

The collection is arranged into four series:


SERIES I: OFFICIAL NAVY PAPERS


SERIES II: PERSONAL CORRESONDENCE

SERIES III: PHOTOGRAPHS


SERIES IV: MEMORABILIA

Series I and II are subdivided by person; i.e., under Series I falls first the papers of Jeremiah Harding and then the papers of William P. Harding; under Series II falls (1) letters from William to Anna; (2) letters from William to son, Frank; (3) letters from Anna to William; (4) letters from Frank to his parents and later to the Naval Historical Center; (5) letters from others to William and Anna; and (6) miscellaneous letters and documents relating to the Anna's widow's pension, her will, and her plans for burial next to William.
Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
SERIES I: OFFICIAL NAVY PAPERS

1. Jeremiah Harding, Official Orders & Leave Requests, 1864-66

2. Jeremiah Harding, Official Orders & Leave Requests, 1867-71

3. Jeremiah Harding, Official Orders & Leave Requests, 1872-74

4. Jeremiah Harding, Official Orders & Leave Requests, 1876-77

5. Jeremiah Harding, Official Orders & Leave Requests, 1880-85

6. William P. Harding, Official Orders & Leave Records, 1895-1902

7. William P. Harding, Official Orders & Leave Records, 1903-1911

8. William P. Harding, Duplicates of Ships' Requisition For Supplies in Store, 1898-99

9. William P. Harding, Official Correspondence Regarding Pay, 1896-1915

10. William P. Harding, Examinations for Advancement as Carpenter, 1896-1906

SERIES II: PERSONAL CORRESPONDENCE

11. William P. Harding to Future Wife, Anna Becker, March 1891

12. William P. Harding to Future Wife, Anna Becker, April 1891

13. William P. Harding to Future Wife, Anna Becker, May 1891

14. William P. Harding to Future Wife, Anna Becker, Dec. 1891

15. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Dec. 22, 1897

16. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Jan. 1898

17. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, June 1898

18. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, July 1898

19. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Aug. 1898

20. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Sept. 1898

21. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Oct. 1898

22. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Nov. 1898

23. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Dec. 1898
Box 2

1. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Jan. 1899

2. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Feb. 1899

3. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Mar. 1899

4. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Apr. 1899

5. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, May 1899

6. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, June 1899

7. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, July 1899

8. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Aug. 1899

9. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Sept. 1899

10. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Oct. 1899

11. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Nov. 1899

12. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Dec. 1899

13. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Jan. 1900

14. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Feb. 1900

15. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Mar. 1900

16. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Apr. 1900

17. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, May 1900

18. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, June 1900
Box 3

1. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, July 1900

2. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Aug. 1900

3. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Sept. 1900

4. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, May 1911

5. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, June 1911

6. William P. Harding to Wife, Anna, Oct. 5, 1911

7. William P. Harding to Son, Frank, July 16, 1900

8. William P. Harding to Son, Frank, 1911

9. Anna Harding to Husband, William P., Oct. 11, 1898

10. Frank Harding to Parents, William P. & Anna, undated

11. Frank Harding to Parents, William P. & Anna, 1900

12. Frank Harding to Parents, William P. & Anna, 1906

13. Frank Harding to Parents, William P. & Anna, 1907

14. Telegram From Frank Harding to Parents, William P. & Anna, Apr. 29, 1915

15. Telegram From Frank Harding to Mother, Anna, Dec. 9, 1916

16. Frank Harding to Naval Historical Foundation & Naval Academy Museum, 1947

17. CAPT E. Leutze to William P. Harding, Sept.-Nov. 1900

18. Miscellaneous Sympathy Letters to Anna & Frank Harding Upon the Death of William P. Harding, June 23-28, 1915; June 1916

19. Miscellaneous Correspondence & Documents: Pension Affidavit for Anna; Last Will & Testament of Anna; Documents Concerning Burial of Anna Next to William P.; 1915-192?

SERIES III: PHOTOGRAPHS

20. Photographs of Jeremiah Harding & Family (incl. William P.)

21. Photographs of William P. Harding

22. Photographs of Anna Becker Harding and Son, Frank

23. Photographs of Harding and Becker Families

24. Photograph of ADM Dewey at Manila Bay, May 1, 1898

25. Miscellaneous Photographs Thought to Have Been Taken in Philippines by William P. Harding

26. Miscellaneous Navy Group Photographs

27. Photographs of Ships Under Construction (incl. SOUTH CAROLINA, CYCLOPS, SMITH)

SERIES IV: MEMORABILIA

28. Booklet "Commissioned Officers Mess, Mare Island Naval Shipyard, May 1947--Its Facilities, Its Policy, Its House Rules, Its Administration"

29. Childhood Drawings & Writing by Frank Harding

30. Newspaper Clippings, Poems, etc.

31. Club Memberships & Papers of William P. Harding

32. Report Cards of William P. and Frank Harding, 1884, 1885, 1900, 1901

33. "The American Soldier," English Newspaper of Manila, Sept. 10, 1898

34. Booklet "U.S. Steamer Monterey--From Photographs Taken At Sea," 1894

35. Booklet "Souvenir of Our Trip to Imus, May 29, 1904"

36. Booklet "San Francisco Welcomes the Atlantic Fleet, 1908"

37. Booklet "The United States Navy Yard, Mare Island, California," 1924
