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Bibliography of Useful Titles 
Arranged by Category  

Note: This bibliography is not intended to be comprehensive; instead it lists helpful titles 
for those wishing to learn more about USS Constitution, the War of 1812, 

and the Age of Sail. 

 

Armament & Edged Weapons 
Gilkerson, William.  Boarders Away, with Steel - Edged Weapons and Polearms .  Lincoln, RI: 

Andrew Mowbray, Inc., 1991. 
 

______________.   Boarders Away II: Firearms of the Age of Fighting Sail.  Lincoln, RI: Andrew  
Mowbray, Inc., 1993. 
 

Tucker, Spencer.    Arming the Fleet: U.S. Navy Ordnance in the Muzzle-Loading Era.    
Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1989. 
 

Boats 
 May, W.E.   The Boats of Men-of-War.  Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1999. 
 

Hull 
McGowan, Alan.  HMS Victory: Her Construction, Career and Restoration.  Annapolis, MD:  

Naval Institute Press, 1999. 
 
 

Masts, Yards, & Rigging 
Lever, Darcy.  The Young Sea Officer’s Sheet Anchor, reprint of Second Edition, 1819.  New York: 

Edward W. Sweetman, Co., 1963.  [Also available as a Dover Publication reprint] 
 

Gill, Claude S., ed.  Steel’s Elements of Mastmaking, Sailmaking and Rigging, from the 1794  
edition.   New York: Edward W. Sweetman, Co., n.d. 
 

Harland, John.  Seamanship in the Age of Sail.  Annapolis, MD:  Naval Institute Press, 1984 & 
1985. 
 

Lavery, Brian.  Nelson’s Navy: The Ships, Men and Organisation, 1793-1815.  Annapolis, MD: 
 Naval Institute Press, 1989. 
 
USS Constitution, US  Navy & War of 1812 (general), etc. 

 
Burney, William, ed.  Falconer’s New Universal Dictionary of the Marine, 1815 edition.  London: 

Chatham Publishing, 2006. 
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Crawford, Michael J.  The Naval War of 1812: A Documentary History,  Volume III, 1814-1815.  

Washington, DC: Naval Historical Center, 2002. 
 
Dear, I.C.B. and Peter Kemp.   The Oxford Companion to Ships and the Sea, 2nd edition.  New 

York: Oxford University Press, 2006. 
 
Dudley, William S., ed.  The Naval War of 1812: A Documentary History,  Volume I, 1812.  

Washington, DC: Naval Historical Center, 1985. 
 
________________.  The Naval War of 1812: A Documentary History,  Volume II, 1813.  

Washington, DC: Naval Historical Center, 1992. 
 
Hickey, Donald.  The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict.  Chicago: University of Illinois, 1989 

[Note: new edition of this work pending] 
 
Humphreys, Joshua.  “Dimensions and sizes of Materials for Building a Frigate of 44 Guns.”   

American State Papers, Volume I, Paper Number 2.  (Washington, DC: Gales and Seaton, 1834), 10-13.  

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage  

Martin, Tyrone G.  A Most Fortunate Ship: A Narrative History of Old Ironsides, rev. ed.   
Annapolis, MD:  Naval Institute Press, 1997. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Naval History & Heritage Command Detachment Boston 
April, 2012 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage

