EVENT: 		Battle of Midway Wreath-Laying Ceremony
DATE: 		Friday, 3 June 2011
TIME: 		0900 
PLACE: 		Ferry Landing

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
PRE-CEREMONY

Arrival of Ushers 0800
Ushers briefed; arrival of participants; arrival of MC, 0815
Ushers In-place, 0830
MC, Color Guard, Wreath Bearer In-place 0845
Protocol Statement, 0855

OPENING NARRATION
Provided by MC, CMDCM JD McKinney III

POSTING OF COLORS
Executed by the Naval Hospital Guantanamo Bay, Cuba Color Guard

NATIONAL ANTHEM
TRIO TO THE NATIONAL EMBLEM MARCH
By CD

INVOCATION
Delivered by Chaplain Lt Douglas Holmes, Naval Station Guantanamo Bay Cuba

WELCOME & SPEAKER INTRODUCTION:
Provided by MC

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
Commander William Rabchenia, Executive Officer, Naval Station Guantanamo Bay Cuba

TAPS
ANCHORS AWEIGH
MARINES’ HYMN
By CD

CLOSING NARRATION
Provided by MC


SCRIPT FOLLOWS:
PRE-CEREMONY PROTOCOL STATEMENT

0855, Read Protocol Statement
MC	“WILL THE GUESTS PLEASE BE SEATED”
		(PAUSE)
	“AS A REMINDER, MILITARY MEMBERS SHOULD SALUTE ON THE 			FIRST NOTE OF THE NATIONAL ANTHEM AND ORDER ARMS ON 			THE LAST NOTE OF THE MUSIC. OUR CIVILIAN GUESTS SHOULD 			PLACE THEIR RIGHT HAND OVER THEIR HEART DURING THE 			NATIONAL ANTHEM. GUESTS ARE ASKED TO ENSURE THAT 				CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES ARE 			SILENCED FOR THE DURATION OF THE CEREMONY”
Sound Attention

POSTING OF COLORS & NATIONAL ANTHEM

Start Narration @ 0900 
MC 	"GOOD MORNING LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,  WELCOME TO 			NAVAL STATION GUANTANAMO BAY’S COMMEMORATION OF 			THE 69TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WORLD WAR TWO BATTLE OF 	MIDWAY.
”WELCOME TO THE JOINT TASK FORCE GUANTANAMOCOMMANDER REAR ADMIRAL HABESON AND  DEPUTY JOINT TASK FORCE COMMANDER ARMY BRIGADIER GENERAL  NICHOLS WELCOME 	TO NAVAL STATION EXECUTIVE OFFICER WILLIAM RABCHENIA, DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, SHIPMATES, FRIENDS, FAMILY AND ALL OF YOU GATHERED HERE THIS MORNING TO REMEMBER AMERICA’S FALLEN SAILORS AND MARINES OF THIS HISTORIC BATTLE.

MC 	 “LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, PLEASE RISE AND REMAIN STANDING FOR 		THE NATIONAL ANTHEM AND INVOCATION.”
 MC    “PARADE THE COLORS”
MC commands “Parade the Colors”
The Color Guard marches down the center, reverses and stops at the center.
The National Anthem begins

INVOCATION

MC 	“THE INVOCATION WILL BE DELIVERED BY CHAPLAIN DOUGLAS HOLMES NAVAL STATION GUANTANAMO BAY CHAPLAIN”

Chaplain Holmes proceeds to lectern, provides invocation, & returns to his seat.
Once Chaplain Holmes has completed the invocation, the MC commands “Retire the Colors.”


MC      “RETIRE THE COLORS”
MC commands “Retire the colors”
The “Trio to the National Emblem March” begins playing
The Color Guard marches down the center and exits from the parade ground.

MC 	"LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, PLEASE BE SEATED. THANK ALL OF YOU FOR TAKING TIME ON THIS VERY SPECIAL DAY TO          COMMEMORATE THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY. 
		
MC 	“LADIES AND GENTLEMAN, THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER, NAVAL STATION GUANTANAMO BAY.
CDR Rabchenia proceeds to lectern, makes remarks, then walks to the center of the ceremonial grounds.

MC  	“LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, PLEASE RISE. THE EXECUTIVE 			OFFICER WILL NOW PLACE THE WREATH.   OUR WREATH LAYING 		CEREMONY HERE AT GUANTANAMO BAY SERVES AS OUR  				CORNERSTONE FOR MANY SIMILAR WREATH LAYING 				CEREMONIES THROUGHOUT THE U.S. NAVY.  LET IT BE KNOWN THAT 		AS THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER LAYS THIS WREATH, WREATHS 			ARE BEING LAID AROUND THE WORLD IN HONOR OF OUR 				MIDWAY VETERANS. WE PAUSE TO REMEMBER AND HONOR THE 			SPIRIT OF MIDWAY IN OUR NAVY AND NATION. WE PAUSE 			TO HONOR ALL THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED OR ARE SERVING 			WITH HONOR, COURAGE AND COMMITMENT.  
The Wreath Bearer moves toward the center and transfers the wreath to the Executive officer.
The Wreath Bearer marches off the parade deck. The Executive Officer then takes the wreath and places it in the bay.
Once the wreath is afloat, the Executive Officer steps three paces back.


MC    “HAND SALUTE”

TAPS
 “TAPS” on cue
MC gives this cue after last note of TAPS.
At this time the C-12 does a flyover

MC 	“READY TWO.”
.

MC	“LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, PLEASE REMAIN STANDING FOR THE PLAYING OF ANCHORS AWEIGH AND MARINES’ HYMN FOLLOWED BY THE BENEDICTION.
.Anchors Aweigh and The Marines’ Hymn are played
Upon conclusion of Anchors Aweigh, Chaplain Holmes moves to the lectern and offers the benediction.


CLOSING NARRATION


MC 	“LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THIS CONCLUDES THE CEREMONY.  THANK YOU ALL FOR ATTENDING THIS COMMEMORATION IN HONOR   OF THOSE WHO GAVE SO MUCH IN THEIR SERVICE TO OUR GREAT COUNTRY.
END OF SCRIPT

