i
The Battle of Midway .
Robert Benny
Oil on canvas
ca. 1943




Sequence of Events

Posting of Colors U.S. Naval Hospital Guantanamo Bay, Cuba Color Guard
JUNE 4-7, 1942

Invocation Chaplain Douglas Holmes, LT, USN

Welcome CMDCM (SW/AW/EXW) J.D. McKinney IlI, USN he Battle of Midway, fought over
and near the tiny U.S. mid-Pacific

Keynote Speaker CDR William M. Rabchenia, USN base at Midway atoll, represents the
Placing of the Wreath CDR William M. Rabchenia, USN stra.teglc high water mark of Japan’s
Pacific Ocean war.
Benediction
. Prior to this action, Japan possessed
Closing

general naval superiority over the
United States and could usually
choose where and when to attack.
After Midway, the two opposing
fleets were essentially equals, and the

KEYNOTE SPEAKER United States soon took the offensive.

Japanese Combined Fleetcommander
Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto moved on
Midway in an effort to draw out and
destroy the U.S. Pacific Fleet’s aircraft
carrier striking forces, which had

USS Yorktown (CV-5) is hit on the port side, amidships, by a
. Japanese Type 91 aerial torpedo during the mid-afternoon
erpbaras.sed th? Japane;e Navy in th,e attack by planes from the carrier Hiryu, June 4, 1942. This
mid-April Doolittle Raid on Japan's was the second of the two torpedo hits she received. Note
home islands and at the Battle of very heavy anti-aircraft fire.
Coral Sea in early May.

He planned to quickly knock down Midway’s defenses, follow up with an invasion of the
atoll’s two small islands and establish a Japanese air base there. He expected the U.S. carriers
to come out and fight, but to arrive too late to save Midway and in insufficient strength to
avoid defeat by his own well-tested carrier air power. Yamamoto's intended surprise was
thwarted by superior American communications intelligence, which deduced his scheme
well before battle was joined.

This allowed Admiral Chester
W. Nimitz, the U.S. Pacific Fleet
commander, to establish an
ambush by having his carriers
ready and waiting for the Japanese.
On June 4, 1942, in the second
of the Pacific War's great carrier
battles, the trap was sprung. The
perserverance, sacrifice and skill of
U.S. Navy aviators, plus a great deal
of good luck on the American side,
cost Japan four irreplaceable fleet
carriers, while only one of the three
U.S. carriers present was lost.

The base at Midway, though

damaged by Japanese air attack,

The burning Japanese heavy cruiser Mikuma, photographed  remained operational and later

from a U.S. Navy aircraft during the afternoon of June 6, 1942, became a vital component in the

after she had been bombed by planes from USS Enterprise ~ American trans-Pacific offensive.

(CV-6) and USS Hornet (CV-8). Note her third eight-inch gun
turret, with roof blown off and barrels at different elevations,
Japanese Sun insignia painted atop the forward turret and
wrecked midships superstructure.




“If anything great or good is born of this war, it should
not be valued in the colonies we may win nor the
pages historians will attempt to write, but rather in the
youth of our country, who never trained for war ...

When you hear others saying harsh things about
American youth, do all inelour power to help others
keep faith with those few who gave so much.

Tell them that out here, between a spaceless sea and
sky, American youth has found itself and given itself,
so that at home, a spark may catch.”

Pilot, Torpedo Squadron 8
Killed in action at Midway, June 4, 1942




