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[bookmark: OLE_LINK13][bookmark: OLE_LINK14]0845-0859   GATHERING MUSIC PLAYED OVER PA SYSTEM

0859             MC GOES TO LECTERN AND TAKES POSITION

“DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, FELLOW SHIPMATES AND SERVICE MEMBERS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN . . . GOOD MORNING . . . 

MY NAME IS CAPTAIN JIM SMART, AND I AM THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY MECHANICSBURG. 

BEFORE WE BEGIN, I ASK THAT ALL GUESTS PLACE THEIR CELL PHONES, AND PERSONAL COMMUNICATION DEVICES IN SILENT MODE UNTIL THE END OF THE CEREMONY.  

WE GATHER HERE TODAY TO COMMEMORATE THE 69TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY.

AND AT THIS TIME I WOULD LIKE TO CALL BISHOP WILLIE JONES OF THE NAVAL SEA LOGISTICS CENTER TO DELIVERTHE INVOCATION . . . 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK6] FOLLOWED BY THE PARADING OF OUR NATION'S COLORS BY ECHO COMPANY 2ND BATTALLION, 25TH MARINES, AND THE PLAYING OF OUR NATIONAL ANTHEM.

NOTE: MC GOES TO AND STANDS IN FRONT OF CHAIR; BISHOP JONES RISES, GOES TO PODIUM, DELIVERS INVOCATION, TURNS AND GOES BACK TO SEAT AND REMAINS STANDING; MC RESUMES PLACE AT LECTURN.

MC:  "COLOR GUARD, PARADE THE COLORS" 

NOTE: COLOR GUARD WILL MARCH IN STAGE  _____, AND MC SALUTES AS FLAG GETS TO SIX FEET FROM THE LECTERN, THEN DROPS SALUTE . AFTER MC ORDERS COLORS AND COLORS ARE PARADED ANTHEM IS PLAYED.  AS SOON AS FIRST NOTE OF THE ANTHEM IS HEARD, MC SALUTES AGAIN, AND HOLDS SALUTE UNTIL ANTHEM IS FINISHED. 

MC: THANK YOU BISHOP JONES FOR THAT MOVING INVOCATION AND MANY THANKS TO ECHO COMPANY FOR YOUR STEADFAST SUPPORT OF NSA EVENTS LIKE THIS FOR THE PAST DECADE . 

THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY, WHICH TOOK PLACE FROM 4 TO 6 JUNE  1942, WAS THE TURNING POINT OF WORLD WAR 2 IN THE PACIFIC AND IT DEMONSTRATED THE VAST CAPABILITY OF NAVAL AVIATION AND THE RESOLVE OF OUR SAILORS. 

AS AN IMPORTANT MARKER IN THE NAVAL HERITAGE OF OUR NATION, THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY CHANGED THE COURSE OF THE WAR IN THE PACIFIC AND WORLD HISTORY. 

AMERICA NEEDED TO WIN THIS BATTLE.  JUST SIX MONTHS AFTER PEARL HARBOR, THE JAPANESE WERE POISED TO PRESS THEIR ADVANTAGE, INTENT ON DESTROYING THE PACIFIC FLEET AND THREATENING THE WEST COAST OF AMERICA.

THANKS TO THE INGENIOUS EFFORTS OF OUR US NAVY CODE BREAKERS, WE KNEW JAPAN’S NEXT TARGET WAS MIDWAY ISLAND, THE LAST OUTPOST STANDING BETWEEN JAPAN AND THE PACIFIC FLEET IN HAWAII.  

FACING JAPAN’S 11 BATTLESHIPS AND 4 CARRIERS THE US NAVY FOUGHT WITH NO BATTLESHIPS AND ONLY 3 CARRIERS, THE USS YORKTOWN (CV-5), USS ENTERPRISE (CV-6) AND THE USS HORNET (CV-8).

DURING THE BATTLE JAPAN LOST ALL 4 CARRIERS, A CRUISER, 3 DESTROYERS AND 256 PLANES.  THE UNITED STATES LOST 1 CARRIER, THE USS YORKTOWN, 1 DESTROYER AND 145 PLANES.

THE JAPANESE NAVY NEVER RECOVERED FROM THE MIDWAY LOSSES AND NEVER AGAIN WERE ABLE TO MOUNT A SERIOUS OFFENSIVE IN THE PACIFIC.  THE JAPANESE OPPORTUNITY FOR VICTORY WAS FOREVER LOST. 

 THIS BOUGHT TIME FOR THE ALLIES TO EXECUTE WHAT WAS TERMED THE “GRAND STRATEGY” WHICH GAVE TOP PRIORITY TO DEFEATING NAZI GERMANY, BEFORE APPLYING THE FULL FORCE OF THE WAR EFFORT TO DEFEAT JAPAN.  
IT IS VERY FITTING THAT WE GATHER AT THIS PARTICULAR SPOT TODAY . . . NOT ONLY BECAUSE THIS BASE PLAYED A PIVOTAL LOGISTICS ROLE IN ENSURING AN ALLIED VICTORY IN THE WAR.
BUT BECAUSE BEFORE YOU STANDS SILENT GRAY WITNESS TO THE EVENTS THAT TOOK PLACE AT THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY NEARLY 70 YEARS AGO.
ONE OF THESE SALUTING BATTERIES THAT YOU SEE IN FRONT OF ME BELONGED TO THE USS HORNET, CV-8, ONE OF THE 3 US NAVY CARRIERS PARTICIPATING IN THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY. 
THE SEVENTH SHIP TO CARRY THE NAME HORNET, AND A YORKTOWN CLASS CARRIER, THE HORNET HAD ALREADY DISTINGUISHED HERSELF AS THE CARRIER THAT LAUNCHED THE DOOLITTLE RAID ON TOKYO JUST A FEW SHORT MONTHS PRIOR TO HER FIGHT AT MIDWAY.  
DURING THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY, TBF AVENGERS FROM HORNET’S VT-8 TORPEDO SQUADRON  STRUCK THE FINAL BLOW IN THIS EPIC BATTLE BY SINKING THE HEAVY CRUISER MIKUMA AND SERIOUSLY DAMAGING HER SISTER SHIP MOGAMI.  
FOR THEIR ROLE IN THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY, HORNET’S TORPEDO SQUADRON 8 WAS AWARDED THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM AND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY.
A HEROIC SHIP, WITH A PROUD LEGACY, REPRESENTED BY THIS SALUTING BATTERY HERE AT THE NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY IN MECHANICSBURG.   

THEIR LEGACY OF COURAGE, VALOR AND INNOVATION CONTINUES TO INSPIRE THIS GENERATION OF NAVY WARFIGHTERS. 

WE SALUTE THOSE WARRIORS OF THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY . . . AND WE REMEMBER THEIR GREAT VICTORY AND TREMENDOUS SACRIFICE LONG AFTER THESE GUNS WERE SILENCED. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, IN COMMEMORATION OF THIS GREAT 
AMERICAN NAVAL VICTORY, LCDR. ROBERT MOORE, COMMANDING OFFICER, NAVY OPERATIONAL SUPPORT CENTER, HARRISBURG, AND LCDR TROY FRAZEE, NSA’S ASSISTANT PUBLIC WORKS OFFICER, WILL NOW PLACE THE WREATH. 

NOTE: MC PAUSES AND SAYS BELOW WHEN THE WREATH LAYING PROCESS BEGINS.

LET IT BE KNOWN THAT THIS WREATH AND WREATHS BEING LAID AROUND THE WORLD ARE IN HONOR OF OUR MIDWAY VETERANS.  WE PAUSE TO REMEMBER AND HONOR THE SPIRIT OF MIDWAY IN OUR NAVY AND OUR NATION.  WE PAUSE TO HONOR ALL THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED OR ARE SERVING WITH HONOR, COURAGE, AND COMMITMENT.

NOTE: AS SOON AS WREATH TAPS IS PLAYED, MC LEADS IN HAND SALUTE AND SALUTE IS HELD UNTIL LAST NOTE OF TAPS.


MC: BISHOP JONES WILL NOW DELIVER THE BENEDICTION.

NOTE: BISHOP JONES COMES TO LECTERN AND DELIVERS BENEDICTION.

MC:  “ONCE AGAIN, THANK YOU BISHOP JONES AND THANKS TO ROBERT GOODMAN OF THE NAVY SUPPLY INFORMATION SYSTEMS ACTIVITY FOR THAT RENDITION OF TAPS. LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THIS CONCLUDES TODAY’S CEREMONY.  WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO VISIT THE MIDWAY COMMEMORATION SECTION OF THE NAVAL HISTORY AND HERITAGE COMMAND’S WEBSITE AT HISTORY.NAVY.MIL TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS WATERSHED EVENT.

THANK YOU FOR COMING OUT TODAY AND HAVE A HAPPY AND SAFE SUMMER SEASON.”
