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 “They had no right to win. Yet they did, and in so doing, they changed the course of a war.”  The words of American author Walter Lord rings true about the men who fought and died during the Battle of Midway.

 (INSERT DV NAMES), fellow shipmates – good morning/afternoon. It really is an honor to be here today to commemorate the battle that Admiral Nimitz called “a glorious page in our history.” 
The weeks leading up to the battle have been described as America’s darkest hours in the Pacific. Japan made every effort to claim this side of the world, for defeat was not an option. It was Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto’s objective to subdue the U.S. Pacific Fleet long enough for Japan to strengthen her hold over the Pacific islands. As a result, Yamamoto took an offensive approach.


Yamamoto came to battle prepared as he led a mighty carrier strike force to search and destroy U.S. Pacific Fleet forces, most specifically the American aircraft carriers that remained operational after the attack on Pearl Harbor.

Yamamoto came to fight with four carriers, seven battleships, approximately 150 support ships and more than 300 aircrafts. The U.S. forces, led by Admiral Chester Nimitz, had in its possession only three carriers, about 50 support ships, and less than 130 aircrafts. 

By any standard, our forces were hopelessly outclassed and outnumbered. America had no right to win. Yet, the brave men who fought and those who made the ultimate sacrifice proved that numbers and odds could never overcome the spirit of our great nation. These men ended Japan’s eastward track and turned the tide of the war in the Pacific. 

It was a battle that seized the strategic initiative. It was a singular statement of the importance of naval power in conflict. It was a pitched battle of sacrifice and struggle against an extraordinarily capable opponent. But most of all, it was a battle that showed the world what an American Sailor could do.
The stories of courage and heroism at Midway are remarkable in every sense, from the stories of those Sailors who stayed at their posts until the bitter end, to the stories of the Sailors who rescued shipmates from the sinking Yorktown.  
The actions taken by the individual Sailors who fought in this battle- the strength of their character and firmness of their resolve- is why this battle is so significant in our history and why we commemorate it today. The Battle of Midway is the ultimate statement of our Navy Ethos and character.
This battle had many heroes - the shipyard workers, the Airmen and Marines who fought from Midway Island; the Sailors who fought at sea; and the code breakers that gave us the location and the date of the battle. 
It was the codebreakers such as a group stationed on Guam, who indirectly contributed to the Battle of Midway victory. 

The Libugon Radio Station, the remains of which lie approximately a quarter mile east of Nimitz Hill Naval housing, was a key player in U.S. signals interception effort right up to the start of WWII. The Libugon facility was

originally built as a link in the Navy's Trans-Pacific High Power Transmitter Circuit in 1917. In 1934, the radio station's mission changed when the Signals Intercept Group was transferred to Guam from Shanghai.  The Signals Intercept Group at Libugon monitored Japanese Naval transmissions and was a major intelligence gathering station for the decoding of Japanese Naval radio traffic. 
The Libugon station was subjected to Japanese aerial attacks previous to the 1941 invasion of Guam.  However, the equipment and materials at the station had been destroyed on Dec. 4, 1941 prior to the U.S. entry into WWII.
The breaking of Japanese military codes played a major role in the US victory in WWII. The breaking of the Japanese Naval codes confirmed that Midway was the target of the operation and also provided Admiral Nimitz with the Japanese order of battle. This information allowed Nimitz to set up his successful ambush of the Imperial Japanese fleet and turn the momentum of the Pacific War at Midway.
Indeed, the veterans at Midway wrote a page in history that would shape all the future pages in our history, but as Admiral Nimitz knew then through his 37 years of service, there would be many, many more pages to write. He knew that our Navy- back then as now- is flexible, and agile and adaptable, one that has been used in many ways and in many circumstances every day in our modern history.  
So while I truly hope that through our strength and deterrence the proud Sailors who serve our Navy today and tomorrow may never fight the fight that the Midway veterans fought- but be assured that they still hold the same ideals and standards of the days of old, that they are ready should they be called, and that it is within them to write future glorious pages in our Navy’s history book.
While we look back on the incredible achievements of Midway and reflect on what it took for those Sailors to win, we can also look forward with great confidence.  Knowing that the challenges we face today will be overcome by Sailors and citizens with the same devotion, spirit, and uncommon valor of those who fought and won at Midway.

Thank you.
