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Battle of Midway 2011
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[image: image1.jpg]




Objective: Publish related Battle of Midway news stories in Joint Region Edge.

· 27 May 2011 Issue

· Promote 3 June remembrance ceremony

· Historic photos

· General quick facts

· 3 June 2011 Issue

· Feature about the history of the battle

· Timeline in a box

· Historic photos spread 
· 10 June 2011 Issue

· Article about the 3 June remembrance ceremony

· Photos spread of the ceremony
· General quick facts or timeline

Objective: Use social media to further publish Battle of Midway history and facts.

· 23 MAY

· The Battle of Midway, fought near the Central Pacific island of Midway, is considered the decisive battle of the war in the Pacific. Before this battle the Japanese were on the offensive, capturing territory throughout Asia and the Pacific. By their attack, the Japanese had planned to capture Midway to use as an advance base, as well as to entrap and destroy the U.S. Pacific Fleet. Because of communication intelligence successes, the U.S. Pacific Fleet surprised the Japanese forces, sinking the four Japanese carriers that had attacked Pearl Harbor only six months before, while only losing of one carrier. After Midway, the Americans and their Allies took the offensive in the Pacific.
· Historic Photos: Midway
· http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/images/g450000/g451086.jpg
· 24 MAY

· Battle of Midway: On 19 May, the Officer in Charge of COMINT processing at Hypo (Commander Joseph J. Rochefort) and the intelligence officer for the Pacific Fleet (Lieutenant Commander Edwin T. Layton), identified Midway and Dutch Harbor, Aleutian Islands, as specific Japanese objectives.
· 25 MAY

· Battle of Midway: Recollections of Lieutenant George Gay, USNR -- sole survivor of Torpedo Squadron Eight (VT-8) -- describing his experiences during the Battle of Midway. He was subsequently awarded the Navy Cross and the Presidential Unit Citation for his actions in the battle.
· http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq81-8c.htm
· 26 MAY
· Battle of Midway: On 26 May, since the Japanese intended to approach Midway, submarine USS Gudgeon (SS-211) sailed for a surface patrol northwest of Midway. Aircraft ferry USS Kitty Hawk (AKV-1) arrived at Midway with reinforcements for Marine Air Group (MAG) 22, a light tank platoon earmarked for a mobile reserve, and the 3d Defense Battalion, equipped with 3-inch antiaircraft guns. On that same day, Task Force Sixteen (TF 16) under the command of Rear Admiral William F. Halsey, and centered around USS Hornet (CV- 8) and USS Enterprise (CV-6), returned to Pearl Harbor from the South Pacific to begin preparations for the upcoming battle. Although suffering from damage inflicted by Japanese bombs during the 7-8 May Battle of the Coral Sea, USS Yorktown (CV-5) returned the next day.
· Historic Photos: Midway
· http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/images/g310000/g312018.jpg
· 27 MAY
· Battle of Midway: On 27 MAY, Japanese forces began getting underway for Midway. Chief among them was First Mobile Force, Carrier Strike Force (Vice Admiral Nagumo Chuichi), comprising the four large carriers Akagi, Kaga, Soryu, and Hiryu with a total of 229 carrier aircraft.
· 28 MAY
· Battle of Midway: On 28 MAY, the Japanese First Fleet, Main Body (Admiral Yamamoto in battleship Yamato) sortied from home waters. The Second Fleet, Escort Force (Rear Admiral Tanaka Raizo), including 15 transports, sailed from Saipan; Second Fleet, Occupation Support Force (Rear Admiral Kurita Takeo) sortied from Guam. These forces were supported by 17 patrol seaplanes. Task Force 16 (Rear Admiral Raymond A. Spruance), formed around Enterprise and Hornet, departed Pearl Harbor on 28 May to take up a position northeast of Midway.
· 29 MAY
· Battle of Midway: On 29 May, seaplane tender (destroyer) USS Thornton (AVD-11) arrived at French Frigate Shoals to relieve light minelayer USS Preble (DM-20) on patrol station there. The presence of U.S. ships at French Frigate Shoals prevented the Japanese from refueling flying boats to reconnoiter Pearl Harbor. Although the Japanese could not visually confirm the departure of Task Forces 16 and 17 from Pearl Harbor, American preparations to defend Midway were on the verge of discovery.
· 30 MAY

· Battle of Midway: Recollections of the Battle of Midway by LT Joseph P. Pollard, MC, USN, Medical Officer on board USS Yorktown (CV-5)
· http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq81-8a.htm
· 31 MAY
· Battle of Midway Overview video

· http://www.navy.mil/midway/mid_over.html
· 1 JUN
· Battle of Midway: The Japanese Attack video

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QoxLex8w8j4
· 2 JUN

· Battle of Midway: The American Counterattack video

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F4pUD9qWKs8
· 3 JUN

· Battle of Midway: On 3 June, in the preliminary moves of the Battle of Midway, American land-based aircraft from Midway located and attacked Japanese transports about 600 miles west of Midway Island. U.S. Army Air Force Boeing B-17 ("Flying Fortress") bombers inflicted no damage, however, and four Consolidated PBY ("Catalinas") from VP-24 were sent out for a night attack on the approaching transports. As part of the overall Japanese plan, the Second Strike Force (Rear Admiral Kakuta Kikuji) bombed Dutch Harbor with planes from light carriers Ryujo and Junyo. In an event whose importance became clear only later, one Mitsubishi A6M ("Zeke") carrier fighter was disabled by antiaircraft fire and made an emergency landing on Akutan Island. The pilot, fooled by the flat ground, flipped the plane over upon landing in a bog and was killed. American intelligence analysts later studied the plane to discover its strengths and weaknesses.
· Photos from 3 JUN remembrance ceremony.
Objective: Provide photo support to events and post on command web pages/social media sites.
· 27 MAY

· Photographer identified NLT 27 May after staff meeting

· 3 JUN

· Provide photo support for remembrance ceremony

· Photographer returns to office after ceremony, download photos, write cutlies

· Photos are posted on JRM Facebook same day after approval by PAO

· Photos are posted on the main page of JRM Web site same day after approval by PAO

· Photos submitted to Navy Visual News same day after approval by PAO

Objective: Provide NAVNEWS articles on significant or unique events or activities.

· 27 MAY

· Reporter identified NLT 27 May after staff meeting

· 3 JUN

· Reporter covers remembrance ceremony

· Reporter returns to office after ceremony to complete article

· Article submitted to Navy News Stand same day after approval by PAO
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