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L PENTTAL

FOREWORD

In November two firsts were recorded in U. S. Navy and Viet=
namese coordination and integration. On 1 November four Vietnamese
Navy Fleet Command ships relieved U. 3. units in fowr coastal pa-
trol areas in the most significant integration of the VNN into Op-
eration MARKET TIME to date. DNovember 9th marked the initial de-
ployment of the 5th Battalion of the Vietnamese Marine Corps as
the third maneuver battalion of the Mobile Riverine Force. This
integration of the Vietnamese Marines with Task Force 117 riverine
units in combat operations represents a milestone in Vietnamese/
U, S. cooperation.
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CHRONOLOGY

Four VNN Fleet Command ships relieve U, S. units in four
coastal patrol areas in the most significant integration
of the VNN into Operation MARKET TIME to date. p. 95.

Seabees from nine different construction battalions com-
plete the Quang Tri air facility in six weeks of inten-
sive work., p. 7l.

PCF 11 receives automatic-weapons fire from a position
six miles northeast of Ca Mau Point. The Swift boat's
return fire suppresses the enemy fire; destroys one sam-
pan, one structure and one bunker; and initiates five
secondary explosions, p. 11,

PCF 76 capsizes in the Cua Viet channel. All the crew-
members are rescued but the Swift boat is lost. p. 2.

. Two PBRs; pursuing an evading sampan behind Tan Dinh Is-

land, 17 miles southeast of Can Tho, are attacked by
heavy Viet Cong recoilless-rifle, automstic-weapons and
smll-arms fire, PBR 28 is hit by a recoilless-rifle
round and begins sinking stern first. The cover boat,
PBR 37, rescues all crewmen from the sinking boat which
was later determined to be beyond repair. Two U, S.
Navymen are wounded and a U, S. Army observer is killed.
pPo 39.

The 5th Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps, becomes the
first VNMC battalicn to be assigned as a permanent unit
of the MRF., p. 49

Admiral Ulysses S. G, SHARP, USN; CINCPAC, visits the MRF
and is briefed on current and future MRF operations. p. 93.

PCE 12 conducts a highly successful gunfire support mis-
sion against enemy forces attacking the Coastal Group 16
base, The PCE's fire kills 19 Viet Cong, wourmds 20 more
and destroys several weapons. p. 98,

A long Tau River PBR patrol detects six sampans with 10
Viet Cong leaving a canal emtrance. The Viet Cong fire
on the PBRs with automatic weapons and the PBRs®! return
fire kills twe Viet Cong with five others declared

iv



15 Nov
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17-19

18

22

2L

possible kills. The patrol captures four sampans, three
carbines, a hand flare and 100 pounds of assorted clothing
and documents. p. 23.

RAGs 21 and 33, in conjunction with the ARVN SEVENTH Di-
vision and the U, S. Mobile Riverine Force, support three
combined operations, eight miles north of Vinh Long.
Sixty-eight Viet Cong are killed, 64 captured and 104
suspects detained, One ARVN soldier is killed and 32
wounded. p. 112,

Seven RAG 25 craft, together with two Regiomal Force com-
panies and an ARVN 21st Division battalion, sweep the Bac
Lieu canal;, 15 miles south of Soc Trang, killing 22 Viet
Cong and capturing 21 individual weapons and eight mines.
. 111,

"Seawolves" attack enemy troops in an open rice paddy
five miles east of Phu Vinh killing 20 and wounding 20,
The Tra Vinh senior U, S. Army advisor is killed and the
province chief is captured by the Viet Cong. p. 34.

RAGs 23, 26, 31 ard 32 conduct Operation LONG PHI 9/139
with units of the ARVN NINTH Division. The forces kill

47 Viet Cong, capture five others and seize over six tons
of assorted ammunition, 62 individual weapons and 40

mines. One ARVN soldier is killed and 36 wounded. p. 113.

The MRF moves to a new location near Sa Dec, its deepest
penetration of the Mekong Delta to date. During this
phase of Operation CORONADO IX, MRF forces kill 46 Viet
Cong, capture seven and detain 32 suspects. p. 53.

SS PRESIDENT BUCHANAN, a U, S, merchant ship, is attacked
in the Long Tau River, 30 miles south of Saigon, and is
hit 19 times. PBRs and Army and Navy helicopters rush to
the scene and kill 23 Viet Cong; there are no friendly
casualties. p. 25.

MARKET TIME airborne patrol tracks are revised in an
effort to improve the air surveillance and, at the same
time, reduce total flight hours. p. 1.

YRBM-16, a GAME WARDEN support barge anchored at the
confluence of the Ham Luong and Ben Tre rivers, is holed

et ASSIFIED
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24 Nov - by a Viet Cong water mine that also starts a raging fire.

26 =

27 -

30 -

USS HUNTERDON COUNTY (LST 838), PBRs and "Seawoclves" rush
to aid the barge and the fire is finally brought under
control 15 hours after it started. Seven Navymen are
killed ard 12 wounded. p. 31,

A Navy helicopter light fire team attacks approximately
two Viet Cong companies two miles east of Tra On. The
"Seawolves" kill 37 Viet Cong and wound 10. Both heli-
copters are hit by enemy fire and one aircrewman is
wounded. p. 42,

Operation SUN DEVIL commences against a Viet Cong supply
base along the Bong Boat Canal, which empties into the
lower Bassac River. In the 13-hour operation 41 struc-
tures and 17 sampans are destroyed and one Viet Cong is
killed. One Navyman is wounded slightly. p. 43.

PCF 14 capsizes in the Cua Viet channel. At the same
time PCF 55 takes an 85 degree roll, but rights herself,
throwing all her crewmembers into the water with the
exception of one man., All crewmembers from both PCFs
are rescued., p. 2,

NAVFORV numerical strength stands at 26,393,
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COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE (TASK FORCE 115)

During November, units of Operation MARKET TIME and Operation
STABLE DOOR detected 76,585 craft along South Vietnam's coastline
and harbors; 19,444 of these were boarded or inspected. The
boardings resulted in the detention of 45 craft and 488 persons.

On 22 November MARKET TIME airborne patrol tracks were re-
vised in an effort to improve surveillance and simultaneously re-
duce the total number of flight hours. Three coastline sectors
replaced the existing two, thereby increasing the "re-visit" time
along each track, and "high-boy" flights were terminated. During
the month, as a result of heavy swells, two Swift boats-~PCFs 14
and 76--capsized and sank near the entrance to the Cua Viet chan-
neio On 30 November the deployment of PCFs to the Cua Viet area
was suspended pending an improvement in weather conditions.

OPERATION MARKKET TIME

During November, MARKET TIME units detected 35,424 junks and
sampans; the lowest figure recorded since January 1967. Approxi-
mately 39 percent of the detected craft were inspected and almost
23 percent were boarded. The boardings resulted in the detention
of 31 craft and 270 persons. In addition, 1,158 steel=hulled
craft were detected transitting MARKET TIME areas; 55 of the
steel-hulled craft were boarded.

The continued decrease in MARKET TIME activity, especially in
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the northern coastal zones, was attributed to the inclement weather
associated with the Northeast Monsoon, which kept the aggregate of
junk and sampan traffic well below October's level,

Other MARKET TIME activity during the month included support
for two ground operations; 76 naval gunfire support missions, 14
hostile fire incidents, and five SAR and "medevac" missions, As a
result of the various operations, 20 structures, eight bunkers,
and 30 craft were destroyed. In addition, 18 Viet Cong were killed
(three probables).,

First Coastal Zone

During November there was a continued decline in Operation
MARKET TIME activity in the First Coazstal Zone. Junk and sampan
coastal traffic was very light because of the heavy weather as-
sociated with the Northeast Monsoon and only 8,414 craft were de-
tected in the zone, a decrease of over 5,000 from Octoberis figure.
More than 2,500 of the detected craft were inspected or boarded.

Heavy seas and treacherous waters at the Cwa Viet channel en-
trance were responsible for the loss of two PCFs during the month,
On 6 November, while conducting a weather probe at Cua Viet, PCF
76 capsized in the channel, All of the Swift's crewmen were res-—
cued, but the craft was lost after continued pounding by the heavy
surf. Salvage efforts included dragging and SONAR search, but

contact could not be regained. On 30 November, while rescuing
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Vietnamese personnel from overturned sampans, PCF 14 also capsized
in the surf at the Cua Viet channel entrance. PCF 55 took an 85
degree roll and had all but one man washed overboard during rescue
operations. The one remaining man held on and PCF 55, as well as
all PCF 14's c¢crew members and the Vietnamese personnel were re-
turned safely to port. Because of the continuation of deteriora-
ting sea conditions generated by the Northeast Monsoon,; the Cua
Viet detachment operations were terminated on 30 November. The
detachment will be reestablished when the monsoon abates,

On 3 November a Korean L-19 spotter aircraft sighted six Viet
Cong in two sampans just off Cape Batangan. As the Coast Guard's
POINT COMFORT closed the area; the sampans attempted to evade to
the beach and were taken under fire by the WPB. The firing resul-
ted in five Viet Cong kilied and two sampans destroyed.

On 19 November a Korean spotter aircraft came under fire near
the northern tip of Cape Batanggno PCF 15 was requested to fire an
emergency naval gunfire mission, and with the aircraft spotting, the
Swift boat suppressed the enemy fire and destroyed three structures.

In response tc a reguest from a Korean 5th Battalion ANGLICO
who spotted for the mission, PCF 57 provided gunfire support
against a position on the southern tip of Cape Batangan on 25 No-
vember. As a result of the firing, 11 structures were damaged.

Alsc during the month; First Coastal Zone units supported two
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ground operations. On the 13th the WPB assigned to area 1G, ap-
proximately 15 miles southeast of Danang, provided a blocking pa-
trol for Operation BADGER HUNT. On the 24th, POINT GAMMON and one
PCF provided exfiltration patrols in conjunction with Operation BAL-
LISTIC ARCH, which took place along the coast of Quang Tri province,

Second Coastal Zone

MARKET TIME activity in the Second Coastal Zone also decreased
sharply during November. The Zone's units detected approximately
13,700 junks and sampans during the month, a decrease of approxi-
mately 10,000 from October's figure. More than 5,800 of the detec—
ted craft were boarded or inspected. Heavy surf along the Zone's
coastline held the aggregate of junk and sampan traffic to a mini-
mum and required many of the MARKET TIME units to retwn to port
or seek lee areas on numerous occasions throughout the month.

On the 18th, POINT PARTRIDGE took a Viet Cong staging area
approximately 18 miles northeast of Phan Thiet under fire. One
concrete structure was damaged and numerous secondary explosions
were produced by the firing,

On 29 November five Swift boats--PCFs 60, 65, 87, 88 and 89-—
provided naval gunfire support for an ARVN 22nd Division operation
at the request of the II Corps Tactical Zone Naval Gunfire Liaison
Officer who also spotted for the mission. The firing, which took

place approximately eight miles northeast of Qui Nhon, resulted in

5 SN RD AL,



two structures destroyed, and one structure and numerous caves and
bunkers damesged.

Third Coastal Zone

Although junk and sampan traffic was light in the Third Coast-
al Zone, hostile fire incidents and gunfire support requests in-
creased with the advent of fair weather in the southern zones.

MARKET TIME units patrolling the areas in the Third Coastal
Zone detected over 5,600 junks and sampans during November, a de-
crease of approximately 3,000 from October's figure; 2,316 of the
detected craft were inspected or boarded.

On é November USCGC YAKUTAT provided 5-inch gunfire support
against Viet Cong structures approximately 30 miles northeast of
Vung Tau. The firing, which was requested by a III Corps spotter,
resulted in one secondary explosion and one structure destroyed.

On the 8th, POINT SLOCUM took enemy structures and bunker
lines in the Long Toan Secret Zone under fire at the request of
a IV CTZ spotter. The results of the firing included three bun-
kers destroyed and three structures damaged.

On 17 November, in response to a request from sector authori-
ties, PCF 4O took an area 40 miles south of Saigon under fire. As
a result of the firing, eight sampans and three structures were
destroyed, and five sampans and three structures were damaged.

On the 18th, PCF 67 took two sampans under fire when they
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attempted to evade up the mouth of the Ba Lai River approximately
42 miles south of Saigon. The Swift boat's firing destroyed one
sampan and severely damaged the other.

On 20 November, at the request of a IV CTZ spotter, and with
the Tra Vinh NILO spotting, POINT WHITE provided naval gunfire sup-
port against an enemy position in the Long Toan Secret Zone. The
WPB's firing destroyed one structure and 400 square meters of crops,

On the 29th, in response to a request from sector authorities,
POINT MARONE, utilizing an airborne spotter, took an enemy position
in the long Toan Secret Zone under fire and damaged one structure.

Fourth Coastal Zone

Continued fair weather in the Fourth Coastal Zone allowed
MARKET TIME units to remain particularly active during November.

In addition to detecting over 9,000 junks and sampans, over 3,000
of which were boarded or inspected, the Zone's units were involved
in numerous hostile fire incidents and gunfire support missions
during the month.

On 1 November PCF 72 took enemy positions on the western-most
tip of Ca Mau Foint under fire after two Army L-19 aircraft had re-
ported receiving heavy small-arms fire from the area. The full ex-
tent of enemy casualties was unknown; however, one sampan and one
structure were destroyed and one sampan was damaged.

On the 2nd, PCF 22 received hostile fire from a position
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approximetely 14 miles northeast of Ca Mau Point., The fire was
returned and suppressed and resulted in one structure and four
bunkers destroyed, and two sampans captured.

On 5 November PCF 11 received automatic-weapons fire from the
beach while attempting to close and inspect a sampan six miles
northeast of Ca Mau Point. PCF 1l returned the fire, utilizing an
airborne spotter, and destroyed one sampan, one structure, and one
bunker. Five secondary explosions also resulted from the firing.

In another incident on the 5th, USCGC BERING STRAIT heavily
damaged 12 structures and destroyed one sampan during a gunfire
support mission 28 miles north of Ca Mau Point.

On 7 November PCF 11 provided naval gunfire against a Viet
Cong position 14 miles northeast of Ca Mau Point. Coastal Group
41 had received hostile fire from the area earlier., Results of
the firing included one bunker, one sampan, and two structures
damaged, and five sampans captured.

On the 9th, BERING STRAIT conducted a gunfire mission against
enemy positions 33 miles north of Ca Mau Point. An airborne spot-
ter, utilized during the mission, reported 18 structures damaged.

On the 17th, U. S. Special Forces reported two Viet Cong com~
panies in an area 27 miles north of Ca Mau Point and requested PCF
94 take the area under fire. A later assesment of the damage in-

dicated seven enemy wourded, four sampans with undetermined cargo

1 CONPIPENTIAL



destroyed; and four structures damaged.

On 19 November while POINT BANKS was conducting small-boat
operations with one Boston Whaler, a sampan attempted to evade up
a canal 34 miles north of Ca Mau Point. The WPB's firing destroyed
the sampan and the occupant was killed (probable),

Also on the 19th, POINT GARNET sighted a suspicious sampan
Just off the tip of Ca Mau Point. The two occupants of the sampan
fled ashore when hailed by the WPB; then returned and attempted to
evade with the craft. At the same time, POINT GARNET received fire
from the beach. The sampen was taken under fire and destroyed and
the occupants were believed to have been killed,

On the 29th, USCGC GRESHAM provided naval gunfire against an
estimated enemy company approximately 29 miles north of Ca Mau
Point. An airborne spotter reported 100 percent coverage of the
target area with two structures and two sampans damaged.

A SAR mission was conducted by PCF 103 on 8 November when an
Army Mohawk aircraft crashed in full view of the Swift boat approx-
imately 28 miles east-southeast of Ca Mau Point, The Swift boat
reached the impact area within 90 seconds and commenced an immed-—
iate search for survivors. The Coast Guard Cutter POINT HUDSON
also arrived on scene and assisted in the search. One helmet and

one inflated life raft were located but no survivors could be found.

3R
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MARKET TIME UNITS

During the month of November the Vietnamese Navy had an aver-
age of eight PGMs and three PCEs assigned daily to MARKET TIME
forces. In addition, the Royal Thai Navy had one PGM assigned to
MARKET TIME forces in the Fourth Coastal Zone.

At month's end, aircraft from three patrol squadrons were
providing air surveillance for Operation MARKET TIME. A detach-
ment of Patrol Squadron TWO (VP-2) flew SP-2H Neptunes from Tan
Son Nhut Air Base and a detachment of VP-17 flew Neptunes from Cam
Ranh Bay. Meanwhile, a detachment of VP-47 flew P-3A Orions from
U Tapac, Thailand,

Throughout the month the following U. S. SEVENTH Fleet ships

operated as MARKET TIME units during the indicated inclusive dates:

Dates
DER 251 USS CAMP 1-18
DER 328 USS FINCH 19-30
DER 325 - USS LOWE 1-2
DER 322 USS NEWELL 2-30
DER 386 USS SAVAGE 15=30
LST 509 USS BULLOCK COUNTY 1-=5
LST 1150 USS SUTTER COUNTY 5=30
MSC 199 USS PHOEBE 12-30
MSC 206 USS WARBLER 1-12
MSO 426 USS CONFLICT 1-13
MSO 488 USS CONQUEST 13-30
MSO 435 USS ENDURANCE 1-13
MSO 438 USS ESTEEM 13-30
MSO 489 USS GALIANT 2430
MSO 448 USS ILLUSIVE 13-=24
MSO 455 UssS IMPLICT 1-13
MSO 491 USS PERSISTENT 1-13
MSO 492 USS PLEDGE 13-30
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PG 84 USS ASHEVILLE 1-30
PG 85 USS GALLUP 1-30
WHEC 381 USCGC BARATARIA 11-30
WHEC 382 USCGC BERING STRAIT 1-18
WHEC 387 USCGC GRESHAM 1-11, 18-30
WHEC 378 USCGC HALFMOON 21-30
WHEC 380 USCGC YAKUTAT 1-21, 30
%
MARKET TIME STATISTICAL SUMMARY
November 1967
1. U. S. Ships/Craft:
DER M50 MSC WPB PCF LST WHEC
Daily average number
of craft on patrol 2 1 16 33 & 3
2, U. S. Activity:
TOTAL DETECTED WOOD - DAY 23,845 NIGHT 11,579
6,582
STEEL - DAY 592 NIGHT ___ 566
TOTAL INSPECTED WOOD - DAY 9,183 NIGHT _4,866
14,781
STEEL - DAY 363 NIGHT __ 369
TOTAL BOARDED WOOD - DAY 6,119 NIGHT _2,092
8,266
STEEL = DAY L4y NIGHT 2
TOTAL DETAINED JUNKS 31 PEOPLE 270

3. Naval Gunfire Support Missions:

Total Missions 76

Structures . 20 destroyed

Bunkers 8 destroyed
Craft 30 Destroyed
Personnel

15

18 Viet Cong killed (three probables)
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l,, Hostile Fire:

Total Missions

S

5, SAR/MEDEVAC:
Total Missions 5
3
OPERATION STABLE DOOR
During November Operation STABLE DOOR patrols detected 40,003
junks and sampans; 4,663 of these were inspected. Of the 3,366

craft boarded, 14 were detained along with 218 persons.

G

Crewmen of LCPL 43 inspect a sampan in Cam Ranh Bay during a STABLE
DOOR patrol.

SONPIDENTERL. 16



Inshore Undersea Warfare Unit ONE (IUWU 1) at Vung Tau de-
tained a total of 12 junks and 73 persons during the month. The
suspects were detained for improper identification, curfew viola-
tions, and suspicious actions.

In November IUWU 2 at Cam Ranh Bay detained a total of 55
persons and one junk,

On 8 November Explosive Ordnance Disposal Team 20 successfully
removed one satchel charge which had been placed against a fuel
tank in the compound of NAVSUPPACT, Saigon's Qui Nhon detachment.
Three other satchel charges detonated within the compound, damaging
one fuel tank and one water tank. No personnel injuries were sus-
tained as a result of the explosions.

On 21 November IUWU 3 personnel, while on a routine STABLE
DOOR patrol at Qui Nhon, discovered a male Vietnamese body floating
in the water. Investigation revealed that the body had multiple
gun shot wounds and was carrying Viet Cong papers, two MK 26 gre=-
nades, one first aid kit and one canteen.

IUWU 4 continued operations in the Nha Trang area during
November. The unit detained a total of 86 persons and two junks
during the month.

On 3 November LCPL 47 was holed by an explosive charge while
alongside Nha Trang's pontoon pier., With the exception of the

engine, shaft and installed ordmance, the LCPL was a total loss.
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Two sections of the pontoon pier were also demolished by the

explosion.
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A "Seawolf" fires a rocket at Viet Cong positions in the Mekong
Delta while PBRs prepare to take the area under fire.
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RIVER PAPROL FORCE (TASK FORCE 116)

During the month of November units of the River Patrol Force
continued to inflict heavy losses on the enemy amid increased ac=-
tivity in the central Ham Luong and Bassac rivers and along the
main shipping channel to Saigon. GAME WARDEN forces came to the
aid of beleagured Vietnamese troops on three occasions, killing
over 60 of the enemy.

On the 15th and 18th the Long Tau River was the scene of Viet
Cong attacks against friendly merchant ships. The second attack
proved rather costly to the enemy as counter-zttacking forces
killed 23 Viet Cong and captured two recoilless-rifles.

The Navy suffered a serious casualty when YRBM-16 was mined
in the early morning hours of 24 November. The quick reaction and
professional competence of the Navymen in extinguishing the raging
fire that ensued after the explosion of the mine prevented what
could have been a major catastrophy. Seven sailors died in the
incident,

RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE RIVER PATROL GROUP

At dawn on the morning of 12 November a squad of SEALs de-
barked from a helicopter near the Ba Gioi River at a point 12 miles
east-southeast of Nha Be. Throughout the day, the SEALs could hear
from their ambush site, voices, short bursts of heavy automatic

machine-gun fire and grenades exploding. It was surmised that a
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RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE OPERATIONS
November 1967

SMALL CHAFT
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Viet Cong training area was close by. At 2215 the squad ambushed a
heavily-loaded sampan, with three Viet Cong aboard, heading south.
Another sampan, 100 meters astern of the first, evaded and escaped
the ambush. The long day of waiting resulted in three dead Viet
Cong. The SEALs were withdrawn from the area by an LCM fifteen
minutes later with no casualties,

At 0100 on 15 November, a PER patrol on the Soirap River fired
on & sampan that had evaded into a stream, about three and a half
miles down river from Nha Be, with unknown results. PBRs on the
Long Tau River, to the east;, were alerted to a possible Viet Cong
crossing attempt at a point adjacent to where the sampan had evaded.
At 0120 the Long Tau patrol detected six sampans with ten people
exiting from the west bank at the suspected crossing point three
miles downstream from Nha Be. The enemy, having been detected,
opened fire on the patrol with automatic-weapons from the sampans
and from both banks of the river. The PBRs quickly retaliated and
suppressed the Viet Cong fire. There were two Viet Cong killed and
five others were declared possible kills, The patrol captured four
sampans; one CHICOM carbine, two U. S. M-1 carbines, 1 U. S. hand
flare and 100 pounds of assorted clothing and documents. There
were no friendly casualties. Helicopter air strikes and artillery
fire was called in on the possible escape routes with unknown results.

On 15 November at 1125, Viet Cong forces attacked the Nationalist
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Chinese merchant ship YIT AY, with Russian-made rockets, in the Long
Tau shipping channel 15 miles southeast of Saigon. The ship was
hit in an area below the bridge by four RPG-7 rounds. There were
no casualties and damage was minor.

A Navy helicopter light fire team and a U. S. Army spotter
aircraft coordinated with PBRs and Popular Force troops at the
scene of the attack to flush out the enemy forces, At 1200 two
young Vietnamese males were apprehended after they appeared to be
evading the helicopters. The Popular Forces commenced a sweep of
the area, About an hour later a FBR patrol on a blocking station
captured an evading sampan and killed the two Viet Cong occupants.
The sampan contained a CHICOM carbine, eight clips of ammunition
and miscellanecus documents and supplies,

A PBR patrol, while proceeding to investigate Viet Cong har-
assment of wood cutters on the 17th, received small-arms fire from
an enemy position located about 1k miles southeast of Nha Be on the
Dinh Ba River. Shortly after the small-arms fire began a mine de-
tonated ten feet from one PBR, spewing water 150 feet into the air.,
The PBR received minor damage to the hull, radar and radio but re-
mained in action to suppress the enemy fire. The enemy position was
later attacked by Navy "Seawolves™ and fixed-wing aircraft after
the PBRs withdrew. The airstrikes destroyed three bunkers and dam-
aged three others. There were no personnel casualties,
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DECLASSIFIED
CONEIDENER, |
At about 1245, 18 November, the U, S, merchant ship, SS

PRESIDENT BUCHANAN, was attacked by recoilless-rifle and automatice—
weapons fire about 30 miles south of Saigon, on the Long Tau River,
while en route to the South Vietnamese Capital, During the attack,
that lasted about ten minutes, the ship was hit 19 times, The
enemy fire hit the hull and superstructure, ripping holes ranging

from six inches to two and one-half feet in diameter., There were

S5 PRESIDENT BUCHANAN after a Viet Cong ambush on the Long Tau river
in the Rung Sat Special Zone on 18 November,

no casualties, When word of the attack was received by CTG 116,2

at Nha Be, four PBRs and Army and Navy helicopters were immediately
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dispatched to the area, Air strikes were made against the enemy
position and shortly thereafter Vietnamese Popular Force troops
were airlifted into the area to engage the Viet Cong., The PERs
set up blocking forces to prevent the enemy from escaping via the
river, At 1645 the enemy attempted to break contact and began to
flee, An Army spotter plane observed 20-30 Viet Cong and shortly
thereafter an airstrike was made against them, Sixteen Viet Cong
were killed,

Contact with the enemy was broken at 1730, One 57-mm reccil=
less=rifle, one CHICOM 75-mm recoilless-rifle, two CHICOM carbines,
one CHICOM grenade and miscellaneous ammunition were captured during
the afternoon engagement, One U, S, Army helicopter was downed by
enemy fire and recovered without personnel casualties,

The following day the Popular Forces made another sweep of
the area and found 16 freshly-dug graves and seven Viet Cong bodies,
Also found were miscellaneous personal equipment and one scope for
a 57-mm recoilless-rifle, The total enemy casualty figure was 23
killed and five probably killed in the action, Omne Vietnamese
Popular Force soldier was wounded--the only friendly casualty,

The aggressive reaction and professional competence demonstra-
ted by participating units earned a "well done" from Commander U, S,

Naval Forces, Vietnam,
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DELTA RIVER PATROL GROUP

Operations in the Mekong (My Tho) River

On 16 November, while operating in an area 17 miles southeast
of My Tho, SEALs discovered a heavily booby-trapped bunker complex.
While in the process of clearing the booby traps, ICC R. T.
GALLAGHER, USN, a highly=qualified explosive ordnance demolition-
man, received severe injuries to his left hand when a booby-trapped
grenade he was disarming exploded. The grenade, a new innovation
in the Viet Cong inventory of booby traps, was designed to detonate
when the spoon touched the grenade case, thereby electrically act-
ivating the firing device. Discovery of this new enemy booby-trap
grenade resulted in the publishing of orders directing that all
enemy grenades were to be destroyed after discovery. The grenades
were not to be kept as war trophies and no attempts to disarm them
were to be made,

On 11 November; PBRs on routine patrol were advised by the
Kien Hoa sector advisor that three Viet Cong companies had attacked
a Vietnamese outpost located about seven miles southeast of My Tho.
The advisor needed PBR assistance. PBRs 123 and 126, the first of
eight boats to arrive on the scene, commenced to engage the enemy.
Navy ar