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U.5.8. SICILY (CVE-138) CVE118/416~13
¢/o Fleet Post Office VAE,/20/3ns
San Francisco, California Ser [}[31
13 NGOV 1952

DECLASS,F'ED DDWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALSY
— 7 DECLASSIFIED' AFTER 12 YEARS

DOD -DIR 5200.10

Frons Comnanding Officer, U.S.S, SICILY (CVE~118)
Tos Chief of Naval Operations
Via: (1) Commonder Task Group 95,1

(2) Cormander Tesk Forco 95

(3) Commonder SEVENTH FLEET

(4) Comrender Navnl Forces , FAR E4ST

(5) Commnnder in Chief, Pacific Floot

Subjs Action Report for the poriod of 4 September through 13 September
1952

Ref: (&) OPNAV Instruction 3480.4
(b) CINCPACFLT Instruction 3480,14

1, In accordance with references (a) and (b) the action Report of the U.
S.S. SICILY (CVE-118), VHa~312 ombarked, for the period 4 September through
13 September 1952 is hereby subnitted,
2. The report is divided into six parts as listed below:

PART I = General Narrative

P4RT II « Chronological Order of Events
PiRT ITI

Rerarks on Performance of Ordnance Meberial and Equiprent,
1neluding snrmnition Expenditure

PART IV =~ Surmary of Own and Eneny Battle Damage
PART V = Personnel Performance and Casunlties

PART VI - Corments and Roconmendations
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GENERAT, NARRATIVE

4. During the period of this report the U.8.8. SICILY (CVE-118), under the
command of Captain Almon E. LOOMIS, 62535/1310, USN, with Marine Attack Squad-
ron Three Hundred Twelve (VMA-312), under the command of Iieutenant Colomsl
George C. AXTELL, 06857/7202, USMC, embarked, operated as a part of Task Farce
95, in the U. S. SEVENTH FIFET, under the operational control of Commander
West Coast Blockading and Patrol Group (CTG 95.1).

B. The Commending Officer, U.S.S8. SICILY (CVE~118), acted as CTE 95.11 from
2100T 4 September uatil 21001 13 Seplember when he was relieved by the Con~
manding Officer, HMS OCEAN, During the subject pericd TE 95.11 consisted of
the SICILY and its screen, HMS COSSACK (D=57), HMCS NOOTKL (DDE-213) and
U.S.Sa MARSH (DE"‘699)¢

Cs The Task Element operated in the vielnity of latitude 37¢ - 30! N, longi-
tude 124C - 30' E. Its mlssion was to provide air suppert for the following
tagks which were assigned to the West Coast Blockading and Paircl Group,

(1) Enforce blockade of the West Coast of Kerea south of latitude 390 -
35 N to prevent ingress or egress, mining, or supply and reenforcement by
S8,

(2) Occupy, control, end defend the following West Coast Islands:
SOKTO, CHODO, PAENGYONGDO, TAECHOMGDO, YONGPYONGDO, TOKCHOKTO, Protech our
sea communications therewith.

(3) Provide escort and air support to own naval forces.

{4) Support minesweeping operations.

(5) Support troops ashore with navil gunfire.

(6) Conduct aerisl recomnaisscance of the enomy-held West Coast of
Korea.

(7) Support friendly guerrilla activities and meintain lisison therewith.

(8) Destroy military installations and other worthwhile targets of
oppertunity.

This mission included the following specific tasks:

1. Provision of a two aircraft TARCAP by day for Task Unit 95.12.1 in
the CHODO-SCKTO area, The tasks of this TARCAP in order of priority weres

(a) Strike enemy artillery activities against own forces.

*{b) Give cover against enemy propeller driven aircraft attack.
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PART I {Cont'd
(¢} Keep under regular surveillance cozstal aren AMGAK to S4GR-RI,
(@) Airspot in the same area if required,

<s Daily armed reconnaissance of the coastal area between the HAN
River and the TAEDONG Estuary and recennaissance of the coast nerth of the
TLEDONG up to HAMCHON at least every other day, to detect and destroy anemy
personnel, artillery, vessels, and equipment threatening friendly islands;
to keep coastal airfields in the area under surveillance and teo detect any
mining activity or blockads running, (Important sightings requiring action
by surgaca forees were passed to the spprepriate Surface Blockade and Patrol
Unlts,

3« Provision of strikes as requested by Elements and Units of T0 9541,
guerrilla organizations, and J.0.C, Korea,

4+ Conduct of armed recennaissance, strikes.and interdiction threugh-
out the area west of the following line: HaNCHOW - CHUNGWA, thence south
down main supply route through HVANGJU to SARTWON, thence aleong main supply
route through SINMAK to the Pegeo Conference Restricted irea, thence along
the westorn perimeter of the Restricted irea to the HAN River Estuary.

5« Provision of AIRSPOT as requested by Surfaoce Blockads and Patrol
Group,

6s Provision of close air support as requested by J.0.C. Korea,

7« Provision of convey cover as requested by CTF 9n,

D. The enemy forces were the North Kerean Peoplos aArmy snd "Wolunteer" Chi-
nese Communist Forces in enemy held North Korea,

E. Regular coastol reconnaissence indicated that enemy blockade running and
coastal shipping eontinued to be at = standstill, However, enemy small craft
were found operating in the rivers and estuarics and were attocked,

&1r swpport for the defense of friendly islands and military installations
¥os contirndd. This was accomplished by strikes em gun positions threatening
these islands and by spotting on coastal targets for patrol vessels in the
areas An enemy build-up appeared to be in progress in the HAEJU and WOLSARY
coistal areas. Both of these build-ups threatened friondly instollations and
as a result extra strike effort was placed on them, & considorzble number of
heavily reenforced positions had recently been built on the WOLS4RI peminsula
and tunncls were being dug as pesitions for heavy guns, Efforts were made to
knock out as many of these positions as possible but it was fourd that general
purpose bombs, which were the enly enes avellable, were not very effective,

TARCAP was provided in the CHODO~SOKTO area, In the early pert of the
period only a two plene section was provided bt an increase in MIG activity
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PLRT I (Conttd)

mode it necessary to chonge to a four plane unit. Since this reguired an ine
erdinate percentage of the ship's total effort, those aircraft were sent on
prebrisfed strikes prior to reporting in as TARCAP,

The program of interdiction and harassment which has been in effect for
sone time was continued. Strikes were node on many targets which were pro-
vided by local intelligence forces., These torgots were troop concentrations,
gun positions ond supply dumps. In addition, numerous transportation facili=-
ties such as bridges and junks located by reconnaissance were attackeds

During this operating period MIG~15's wore encountered on two occasions.
On 9 September, in the vicinity of 380=-45'N, 124C=45'E, four MIG!s were sight-
ed by six F4U's. Tho FAU's were in the process of attacking several junks snd
sighted the MIG's as they entered an attack from six o'elock, They immediately
turned into the MIG's who broke off the attack prior to entering firing renge.
The MIG's,at an oltitude of about 10,000 feet and flying at approximntely the
sone Speed as the F4U's,boxed in the F4U's for about 5 minutes, Following
this the MIG's broke off und departed to the north without muking any further
attocks

On 10 September in the vicinity of 38°=39'N, 124°=-501E, two F4U's, which
were flying at approxinately 8,000 feet, suddenly sighted four {(4) MIG=15's
coming down on their tails from aboves The F4U's immediately entered a weave
and were successful in meeting the chemy alnost head on. On the second weave
cne (1) MIG~15 was shot down by the F4U's and was scen to go down in flames.
The MIG pilot bailed out and was alsc aflame. Soon thereafter the Fil's at-
tempted to breosk off the action by heading for CHODO Island losing altitudc.
The MIG's contimued their attacks., One FAU was hit by 37mm fire in the port
wing and the pilot bailed out. Lfter this the MIG's departed to the North,
Four additiopnl MIG's were sighted at approxirmaiely 15,000 feet during the
action. The F4U pilot was recovered in approximately ten (10) minutes by a
YDUMBO" from POENGYANG~DO but neither the MIG-15 nor the pilot was located,
For further details see VMa=312 sir Crew Survival Report Noo. 15, dtd 8/10/52;
V=312 Aircraft Lction Report No. 74, dtd 8f30/¥2; Vi#h-312 air Combat Report
No. 1 dtd 8/10/52.

The total number of sorties for the period was 318 with a total of 597
hours flown. The cverall daily average was 63,0 hours flown in 35.3 sortics.
The daily average of assigned aireraft was 21.5 and the average daily aveila~
bility was 1524
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CHRONOLOGTCALL, ORDER OF EVENTS

/4452 At 21001 the Commanding Officer of the SICILY cssumed commend of
Task Element 95.11 and OTC West Coost relisving the Commanding Officer of the
HMS QCELN. The night was spent proceed:mg to the operating area with the
U.S.S. MLRSH in companye

9/5/52s Flight Operations cormenced at dawn and continued throughout the day.
& total of 43 sortics were flown of which 12 were CiaP, 12 TuRCAP and 19 pre-
briefed strikes and reconnnissance. One aireraft was lost on catapult launch
and the pilot recovered, uninjured, by helicopter. Details sre provided in
Part IV below. The Tusk Element was joined by HMCS NOOTKa during the morning
and by HMS COSSACK in the late aftermoons Shortly sfter arrival of the COS-
S4CK, the NOOTKA was detached for night patrol.

9/6/52: Commencing on schedule, 39 sortiecs weroc flown throughout the day,
These flights consisted of 12 CiP, 12 TARCAP and 15 prebriefed strike and re-
connalssance. COne aircraft wes lost on catopult launch and the pilot recover=
ed, wminjured, by helicopter. The NOOTEA rejoined ot 0900 and at l?BO'tha
COSSACK was detoched for night patrel. : .

9/7/52: Thirty-eight sorties were flown during the day consisting of 12 CaP,
12 TaRCAP and 14 strike and reconnaissance flights. One aireraft was lost
by ditching while returning frowm a mission. The cause was engime failure
evaluated zs probeble flak damage. The pilot was recovered by helicopter and
taken to friendly territory. The COSS84CK rejoined at 0900 and the NOOTK: was
dotached at 1730 for patrol.

9/8/52: Thirty-throe sorties were flown consisting of 12 CiP, 10 TLRCLP and
11 strike and reconnaissence, The NOOTKs re joined at 0900 and the MaRSH was
dotached for night patrol at 1730.

9/9/52: & total of 38 sorties werc flown consisting of 12 CaP, 12 TaRCaP and
14 strike and reconncissence, During the aftorncon four HIG~15's made a non~
firing run on one of this Task Elementi!s striles. 4t 0900 the MuRSH returned
and at 1700 the COSS4CK deported for the nightly patrol.

9/10/52: Thirty-three sorties were flown consisting of 10 CiP, 10 TuRC4P and
13 sirike and recomnaisssnce, During the afternoon, four MIG~15's attucked

o twe plane scetion of TaRCAP in the gonersl vicinity of CHODO snd in o dog—
fight whieh followed ene iIfIG was shot down in fleames and one F4U was domaged.
The CUSS4CK rejoined the Task Element at 1000 znd =t 1750 the NOOTKa was cgein
detached for putrol.

9/11/52: 4 total of 35 sortics were flown this date comsisting of 10 CaP, 20
TaRCAP and 5 strike ond reconnaissance, 411 TaRCiP aireraft hit pro~assigned
targots prior te carrying out TaRCAP duties. During the morning ons zircraft
wos damnged by enemy ground fire but was landed successfully in friendly ter-
ritory with no injury to the pilot. The NOOTEA rejoined at 1000 »nd at 1720

the ILRSH was detached for assigned patrol.

—
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9/12/52: Due to heavy aircraft danmage only 28 sorties were flown this date.
0f these, 10 were CLP and 18 were TaRCAP, with the latter agnin hitting pre-
bricfed targets at the beginning of their flight. The M4RSH rejoined at 0945
and the COSSACK was again ossigned the night potrol, departing at 1720,

9/13/52: Thirty sorties werc launched on this finol day of operations, These
consisted of 10 CAP and 20 TuiRCaP with pre-ossigned targetse 4t 0915 the
COSSLCK rejoined and at 1600 the MURSH wes detoched for night patrols st 2100,
HIS OCE&N assumed the duties of CTE 95.1l, at 2310, ss the OCEsN and SICILY
passed, the NOOTEA was detached znd the SICILY, with the C0SSiCK as escort,
continued south enroute to Sasebo, Japan.
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FPERFORUANCE OF ORDNANCE MATERIAL
&ND ECUIPIENT INCLUDING aMEUNITION EXFRENDTTURE

4» Thirty-six (8,1%) 5" rockets failed to ignite for reasons as listed belows

Nunber Couse

13 Pigtails broken in flight.
7 Faulty igniter receptacles,
2

Pigteils disengaged from receptacles due to locking pin
failure,

[ved

Foulty wiring in rocket elsetrical systicle
6 Rockots foiled to ignite.

B. Two rockets fell off louncher during arrested lendingse The latch pins
sheared in dero 1l4i corbination bomb ond rocked louncher,

Ce Armunition Ixpenditurcg.

1. During the opercting period covered by this repert the following
ordnance was expendeds

By Vi#i-312 iircrafts

1000 pound GP bombs 23
500 pound GP bombs 147
260 pound Fragmentation bombs 277
100 pound GP bombs 358
NePALM Fire bombs i8
20mm rounds 23,600
50 Caliber rounds 61,500

By U,S.8, SICILY {CVE-118)

40mm None

A, .
L .7
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PLRT IV

SUMRY OF ORN 4ND ENEMY BiTTIE DaMALGE

&, Qun Battle Damegg »
1. Battle Damage to the U.S.8. SICILY (CVE~118) ~ None.

2+ For damage sustained by VMA~312 aircraft ses Naoval air Warfare
reports submitted for this operoting period.

3s For operational damagc suffered by VMa-312 airceraft ses Operational
Darnge Report for September subnitted by U.S.S. SICILY {CVE-118).

B. Battle Demage Inflicted on the Ereny.
1, By the U.S.S. SICILY (CVE~118) - None.

2e By Marine attock Squadron Three Hundred Twelve as listed below:

ToRGETS D BLGED DESTROYED
HIG-15 1
Railroad Cars 4

Transfermer 1

Junks 23 25
Trucks 2
Billoting areas 4

Radio Positions 2

Command Posts 4 2
Troop Concentrations 16

Power Sub~Station 1

Rnil Bridges 1 2
Road Bridges 25 9
Bunkers 8 6
Trenches 4 3
Supply Dumps 19 1

g -8~
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TARGETS DAMLGED DESTROYED
Buildings (Barracks & Warchouses) 41 | 106
Guri Positions _ 37 14
WIa . | 321

KIa 659

3s The following damoge wos confirmed by friendly agents, This damage

was the result of one C4S and seven strike missions and is included as a part
of the estimatod damaged listed in soetion 2 ghoves

TLRGETS DAMLGED DESTROYED

Gommand Post 1

"SCR 300" Radio

Oxen

Ox Carts

Trucks

105mm Gun

60rm Gun

AT R S 1 B & R I

Barracks
Truck 1

KTa ' 476

WL 271
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FERSONNEL PERFORMLNCE 4ND CASULLTIES

be Porsonnal Performance,

The overall performance of personnel was in accord with the highest stand-
ards of the Navy and Marine Corps. Entry into combat was accompanied by a
fine show of enthusiasm and aggressive spirit by =11 hands,

B. Gasualtios,

On 10 September 1952 Captain J, G. FOLUAR, USMC, was forced to bail out
over water after his aireraft wes hit by an attacking MIG-15, He was recovor-
ed by helicopter., Heo suffered a sprain of the left shoulder,

Co The recomronded wertime conplement cos submitted by this cormend to CObf
4IRPAC dated 22 March 1952 (Conf Ser 074) reficets the personncl requirenents
of the ship for this type oparation, :

(1) air Deportrent: Total nurbors adequate. The ship needs one 4BC and
one &LBl, who ore groduates of Catapult and irresting gear school,

(2) Novigntion Departnents sdequate,

(3) Supply Devartrent: idequate,

(4) Gunnery Depertment: 10 to 15 morc non-raoted men sre necded to main-
tain condition 3 wntches and continue NGCESSOry NpKoeDe

(5) Operations Depnrtronts 41l but one rated redioman have received

orders to shore duty. In order to naintain the radio crew at aon opercting
level, it has becen necessary to request that those orders be held in aboy-
ancc until completion of this combat cruisc. Cooperation has been received

in this matter znd is nuch apprceliated, Howcver, it is considered inportent
to note thet oven with the granted delays in execution of orders, the short-
age of petty officers is so ncute in relotion %o commitments that their en—
tire effort nmust be devoted to operational traffic, This has severely handi-
copped the training progran and it now appears that littls substandtiscl pro-
gress in troining replacements cbonrd enn be expeciod during the combat poeriod,

(6) Engincering Department: Therc is an overall shortage of petty officers
in the EM, BT and M{ retings, However, the critical stoge of training has
passed and the total of petty officers is now approaching the sllowanco lists

- 10 -
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SPECIAL COMMENTS AND RFCOMIMENDATIONS

A+ A4As moy be noted from Section E of Part I the operations reported require
¢lose liaison with a number of heterogencous unitse. &lso, CTE 95,11 is given
wide latitude in octing upon the intelligence and requesis for aid recceived
from these units. It 1s therefore highly ilwmportant that commands becomo
thoroughly familiar with the area and its numerous "ground rules" before take
ing over as CTE 95,11, The SICILY had a face=to=face turn—=over from the U.S5.S.
BATAAN {CVI~29), This included the transfor of various working files and chart
overlays as well as background informetion, 4&n excellent briefing was received
from CTG 95.1 staffs In addition, LCDR JOY, RN, who is thoroughly faomiliar
with the operations, accompanied the ship on the first few days of its first
patrols It is considered that the above represents the absolute ninimun of
preperaetion reguired by a command to propere it for assuming the duties of

CTE 95,11,

Several sdditional things can be donc, The Commending Officer of HMS
OCEAN kindly offered to send his Operations Officer ICDR Manley COGPER along
for the ecrly phose of the first patrol., This offer was gratefully cccopted
and the ship benefited greatly from this officer's long experience in the area,
Prior to reporting for duty the ship sent the Intelligence Officer on a tour
of shore installations in the area and later the Operations and Air Operctions
Qfficer visited Joint Operational Command Hezdquartors, Korea, It is consid-
ered highly desircable for officers who can bo spared from cmong the Operotions
Officer, Air Operations Officer, Air Intelligence Officer and CIC Officer to
make a tour of the area before the ship takes over its dutics, This tour
should consist as much as possible of the following: a visit to J.0.C. Koroa,
visits to the principel intelligence end cother military units in the various
friendly coastal islands, a day zaboard one of the patrol ships and fronm two
to three days aboard the opersting carrier. Early receipt of the applicable
operctions orders is alsc highly desirable in order that personnel nmay make
a thorough study of then before the turnover is begune

B, It is intoresting to note that the twe atbacks by MIG aircraft on F4ills
were not cs demeging as might hove been expected. Low altlitude, 9,000 feet
and below, and the distonco of the MIGS from their bases, 100 to 120 miles,
were undoubtedly contributing faclors to this, It docs appear, however, that
the agagrcssive defense = turning into the attock and setting up o defonsive
woave was very effective protection.

Ce L8 stoted in poregraph I, E above, goneral purpose bombs were found to be
relatively ineffective agninst the heavily reenforced gun positions on the
WOLSLRI Peninsula. Tiny Tim rockets ond armor plercing bombs will be obtained
for use against these positions.

D. 4 number of attacks were mode on areas where intelligence reports indi-
cated that enemy troops were billeted. Troops werec very scldom sighted during
these attacks and as a result ostinmntes of WIL ond KIh were very low. Ground
Intolligence, however confirmed 476 Kli and 271 WIL after a series of strikes




- . .
. P Tl
1 . . LI i R
1
Y .
! - . : ' - - -

" pamr VI (Con‘t:'d) ' UttLASb%lqu

which had resulted in an estimate of no enemy casuaslties by the pilots. It
appears that the enemy is continuing his tactic of concealing his troops on
epproach of aircraft and that strikes against troops billeting areas are gen~
erally more effective than pilot estimates indicate,.

E, Hidden gun emplacements and other types of camouflaged targets were found
to be extremely difficult to locate. Very low level reconnaissance had been
fairly effective for this work in the psst, but had proved too costly in plsnes
and pilots to be contimted, Photographic covernge was available through J.0.C.
Korea by special request but when honorsd required two to rive days to process
exclusive of interpretotion, Since the enemy mekes a practice of moving his
guns and other equipment at frequent intervals the above service was not fast
enough to be fully effective, It has been recommended by sepsrate eorregpond-~
ence that a two plane photo team in addition to the marine squadren be assign=
ed to the carrier which is on the Yellow Sea Patrol.

Fo Approximately one~half of VMA-312 aircreft were equipped with ADF receivers.
In order to utilize this equipment, assignment of s frequency wo: obtained, A
IDE transmitier was used and o trensmitter key was relocoted to be within reach
of the air controller, The following procedure was set up. In event of fail-
ure of other homing eguipment or in an emergency the pilot requested "SISTERY,
If the operational situaction permitted, the 4ir Controllor then sent a ten
second dash, followed by a letter identifier and cnother 10 second dash, With
a power of 100 wztts good results were obtained up to 50 miles, Even though -
this equipment must be used with caution in the combot area it is considered
well worth-while to mcke the cbove arrangements when the ADF is slready installe
ed in the aircrsft.

Go EBaorly warning and S4R in Korea were copordinated by the 5th Air Force at
Seoul, The following circuits were uged for this purposes

(1) West Coast 5th 4ir Force Navy Liaison Net (voice)o, This net was used
for carly worning and SAR in Korea, The most important stotions on this net
were the 5th Air Force at Seoul, Corrier Task Element 95.11 (SICILY), ADCC at
Chodo and Paengyong-Do Islands. Upon occasion Commender Task Eloment 95,12
also entered the net,

(2) West Coast 5th 4ir Force Navy Liaison Net (CW)., This net paralleled
the previously mentiomed net with the exception that stotions were limited to
Commander Task Element 95,11 and 5th Air Force. Upon occasion tho Commander
Surface Patrol Element (CTE 95.12) also entered this net to file OP and flosh
traffic to 5th 4ir Force.

(3) Carrier Task Group 95.1 Task Group Commanders Net. The stations on
this net were Commander Tesk Element 95,12, Commander Task Element 95,11, and
most of the ships and task units of Task Elemont 95,12, This net served to
pass traffic between 95,11 and units of Task Elsment 95,12,

Originally both East and West Coast Navy wers on the same Liaison Nets,
This was changed just before this ship reached the area and communications on
the new linison nets were very poor during most of the operating peried, Howe

.
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6ver, it improved toward the end of the period loveling off &t about as folw

lowss
VOICE! RELIABILITY 4T END OF PERIOD
Chodo 20%
Pasngyong~Do _ 40%
5th Alr Force: : 50%
o
5th 4ir Force 60%

The improvement was tho result of the combined efforts of all commands in-
volved, These efforts included tightening dewn on eircuit discipline, better
control of frequency shifts, frequency assignment changes, ond, it is believed,
equipment changes by the 5th Air Force,

One of the most serious zspects of the situation was that Chodo, which was
the northermost station and slmest alreys detected bogies first, wos also the
orne least often received. This was pertially overcome by the nlertness of the
surface patrol in the Chodo arca, This patrol paessed Chodo flash reports on
the Viest Coast Nevy Command Mot (CW). Tho SICILY CaP wos also usually able to
plek up this informetion on gurrd channel and pass it to the ship via VHF,
Carriers on the Yellow Sec Pstrol should clways brief their CaP to be aclort
to perforn this duty. 411 cormands were still studying the situction ond moke
ing efforts to improve it when the SICILY loft the ared.

ALMON E, LOOMIS

Copy to:

CNO (2) idvance

CINCPACFLT (2) Advance Copy tos:
CINCP4ACFLYT EVALUATION GROUP (1) CG 4IRFIFPAC (1)
COMMAVFE (1) &dvance CG FIFPLC (1)
COMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP (1) CG 1st MW (1)

COMSEVENTHFLY (1) 4dvance
CTF 95 (1) advance
CTG 95.1 (2)
COMAIRPC (5)
COMSERVPAC (1)
COUFaIRJAPAN (1)
NAVAL WAR COLIEGE (1)
COMCARDIV 17 (1)
CONCARDIV 15 (1)

CO, FaIRBETUPLC (2)
COMMLRCORPS (1)
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60, iG~12 (1)

CO, Vike312 (1)

U.S.S, BaTuial (CVI-29) (1)
UuS.8. RENDOVA (CVE~114) (1)
U.S.8. BaIROKO (CVE~-115) (1)
U.S.S. POINT CRUZ (CVE-119) (1)




