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(1) Carrier Air Group FIVE Action Report; 4 February 1952 tcf 7 March
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1. In accordance with reference (a), the action report for the period 4
February 1952 to 7 March 1952 is hereby submitted,

PART I COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES aND MISSidN:”

a. At various times during the period of this report , Task Force 77 was

composed of the following units:
USN, embarked, USS VALIEY FORGE (CVL5),

USS ESSEX (CV9), ComCarDiv ONE, RaDM J. PERKY,
ComCarDiv FIVE, R4DM F. W. McM&HON, USN,

ombarked, USS ANTIETAM (CV36), USS PHILIPPINE SEa (CVL7), USS WISCONSIN (EBEL),

Com SEVENTH Fleet, ViDM H. M, MaRTIN, USK, embarked, (Relisved by VDM R. P.

© BRISCOE 3 March 1952), USS ST PAUL (CA73), ConCrubiv ONE, RDM E. E. STONE, USN,
- embarked, USS SOCHESTER. (CA124), and units of Destroyer Division 52, 71, 72,

92, and 111,

'b. Dufiﬁg_iﬂé”sﬁﬁjébf'ﬁériéd,ri
" of Korea in accordance with CTF 77

supplemental

he USS ESSEX (CV9) operated off the East coast =~
Operations Order 22-51 (2nd revision), plus
plans and orders issued during the period, '

. The mission of Taskl?orce,77,was primarily to support the United Nations
ground forces in Korea; the sdpport missions included deep support, armed and

photogravhic

supply:lines

PART IT CHRONOLOGY:

b Februafy,'
.17 February

‘ 18 February

reconnaissance, interdiction, NGF spcty’ interdistionndf énexy
and Strikes against enery installations. ‘ ‘

.

‘Moored to Piedmont Pier, Yokosuka, Japan for yard availability,
-rest and recreation. R ‘ . L ‘

0557.ﬁndérWainokosﬁka,.Japan”fof‘opéféﬁin"ared;ih-accordancé with- s
ComCarDiv ONE 140022Z Feb, ~USS WISCONSIN Béh), USS‘ANTIETAM°.“1

~ (CV36) ‘and DesDiv 72 in company, Conducted training exercises.

13 February

bProéeeding'to‘Operating Area, Conducted Refreéher_Air Operatibns.



20 February .
1100 arrived operating area and joined. Task Force 77._ ' :

© 1300 RADM J.. PERRY, USN relleved hADM F w MCMnHON USN, as
CTF 77, T o

21 February

22 February

23 February

2} February

25 February

26;February’
27 February ‘,
28 February |
29 Féi{ruary” |
1eron

2 March -

3 March.

f,rheMarch;@T~v

5 March

6 March

;Cnnducted Air Operatlons.

_ Conducted Alr Operatlons._ Transferred replacement alrcraft
to USS ANTIETAM (CV36) ‘ : .

'.Transferred replacement alrcraft to USS VhLLﬂY FORGE (CVAS)

Div ONE embarked, USS TAUSSIG (DD746) and USS HANSON (DD@32) -

Cnnducted refresher Air Operatlons. e

1037 AD, BUNR, 123633, ditched at EA 4509 due enemy 4A flre.

Pilot (LTJG F. S. JUTHAS) picked up by USS" THOMASON (DD760)

Pilot sustained minor injuries.

1630 FLU. BUNR, 97475 crashed at sea in the v1cinity of X-50., !
Probable c-use, piloy (LTJG Fa:G: GERGEN) disoriented in snow

~ storm, Not recovered; listed as killed in line of duty,

Ccnducted Air Operationms, : '
1433 AD, BUNR, 123947, ditched 1nslde 4SW screen, Probable cause
loss of 0il pressure, Pilnt (LT W. B. MUNCIE) recovered by ships

helicopter; no injuries sustained..

Conducted Air Operations..
Task Force replenlshed

Cnnducted Kr Operatlons forennnn. Air Operaticnsxcahcelled in a
afternoon due to weather,

Task Force repleﬁished.

Conducted Air;Operaticns.‘

Cenducted Air dperatlons.

Conducted Adr Operatioms. -~

Task Fo ce replenished.i_,

| Cnnducted Air Operatlons

ffnir Operetlons cancelled due to weather.»;‘

1105 RaDM F, W. MCMAHON, USN, relieved isDM J. PERRY, USN, as . ~ ="
CTF 77, Task Element. 77 Ol CTE Captain W, F. RODEE, USN _’“’ ST e
Ceormanding Officer USS ESSEX (CV9) with RhDM J PEdRY USN ComCar ;f~¥f

departed Operatlng hrea for Yoknsuka, Ja pan in accordance w1th
CTF 77 0207lOZ March. R , : :

Enroute_Ynkosuka,}Japan.__f

o e Q(
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7 Mereh, Transferred replacement alrcrqft to F&sﬁom 11 at NAS ATSUGI,‘
OQ27 anchnred in berth 138 Yoknsuka, Japan‘ : e

9 March 0600 shifted terths portside to Piedomnnt p1er (Berth 12)

10 March USS ESSEK (CV9} chopped to ComNavFe for onward routlng CONUS and -
so ended the first combat tour of the USS ESSEX (cve) (27-A COHVGPSIOH)
The work done by the ship and Air Group can best be told by the fnllow-
ing dispatch received from ComNavFe addressed:. COMCaARDIV ONE, USS
ESSEX, and AIR GROUP FIVE: CCMMLUNDER NAVAL FORCES FaR EaST IS DEEPLY
AFPRECIATIVE OF THE SPLENDID MaNWEr IN WHICH ESSEX PILOTS BACKED BY THE
ESSEX CREW HAVE DCGGEDLY STRUCK DaY AFTER DaY AT THZ COMMUNIST
TRANSPOATATION NETWORK IN NORTHEsST KOWSA X THE COMBINED EFFOKTS OF THE
Alit GROUP AND THE SHIPS COMPANY GUIDED BY THE IMAGINATION ~ND CaRE-
FUL PLANNING OF THE CARDIV ONE STAFF HaVE BEEN 4 PRIME F4CTOR IN THE
CAMPAIGN TO KEEP THE ENEMY INEFFECTIVE X ALL GCD SPEED aND THE BEST
OF LUCK ALWAYS X V-IM C T Joy

11 March 0600 pursuent Admin ComNavFe 090010Z the USS ESSEX (CV9) with ComCar -
' Div ONE embarked, underway for San Diego via Pearl,

PART III OEDN«NCE'
1. Expendlture of Alr Ordnance.
See enclosure (1)
2. Expenditure of-Ship's Ordnance for training,
| a, For the Perlod h—29 February° AR

BUNC 25 rounds 5"38 L L Lo Ll +A.:‘ ST T ,",,L‘J,i’,‘f.,., SRS OO Z\,,,w_l,
- 107 rounds 3"50 : S L :

- b, Fnr the Perlnd 1-7 March:

24 rounds” 5"38
121 rounds 3”50

"he f011owingtotals of- anrunltlon were expended for trainlng‘while the .
- USS ESSEX {cvy). operated in the Far East Cnmmand.j The perlnd covered was oo
from 18 August 1951 to 5 March 1952.," Lo - Do T e AR

.1,135 rounds 538 T Tren s DR e T e
4,114 rounds 3"50 - : "j;';;74'"”";}fi“fj R
- 28, 679 rounds 20mm e L S S S s e e

3e Comments on Performanee nf Ordnance.r»ti'gg e f'dtffi~f;§’7“

2 The perfnrmance of ship's ordnance equlpment was satlsfactory,ﬁ




ART IV BATTIE DAMAGE: -

1. Ship

~a, During the period of-this report several cracks were found in the welded
joints of the longitudinal strength member and web along the overhead of the
second deck, IRepairs were made by ship's force by chipping ocut the old weld
and beveling the crack bcfore rewelding. ' v

The locations of these cracks was as follows:

Frame 67 Stbd,.
Frame 101 Port
F;ame 104 Port
Frame 106 Port
Frame 124 Tort
Frame 128 Port
Frame 137 Port

Compt, A-215-L '
Compt, B-208-L
.Compt. B-208-L

Compt,.. B-208-L

Compt,. B-212-L

Compt., . B-212-L

Compt. B-214-L

EERRRE

2. Damaged inflic£ed on the enemy,
See enclosure (1),

3, Démage inflicted on ESSEX airecraft.
Sec enclodure (1),

PART V PERSCNNEL PERFORMANCE #ND CaSUALTIESS

.,

l.' Perfnrmance,

" Under the heavy work lo°d of continuwsus operations; the performance of — -

all pérsonnel has been excellent, Morale has been a factor requiring no
special attention as plans were laid during the ship!s training period for
a program of events outlined telow to include maximum utilization of welfare
and recreational facilities. Frior to the ship's deployment to WesPac the
following was. instituted: .. * e , ' L o

a. Recreation and hobby-craft materials were purchased and plans made to
maintain the interest of and offer diversion to the crewe. .7 = .

b, A nightly broédcéstﬁwas‘cohdﬁcted by an officer of the. Alr Combat "~
Intelligence Office to keep the crew informed on the activities of the day.

¢, A daily newspaper wés publishéd to keep personnel;infdrmed through'ﬁhe

latest wire releases, -

- 4, The ESSEX Broadcasting System was organized with mehberé‘bf'thé'crew
participating as program-directors, engineers, technicians, disc Jjockeys,
announcers, etc. Programs,:both cenned and live, were broadcast several hours

each day over the B0 This served not only to provide entertainment for those

who listened but was excellent training for the men who participated, -

R



DE‘GLASSIHED

, e; Eac evenlng the Prntestant and Cathnllc chaplalns alternated in
cnnducting evenlng prayers immediately follow1ng tattoo.,;1_ }k. S

. f Happy Hnurs were rehearsed and shown to the crew at the end of each
combat trur while enroute to. Yokosuka, Japan, Talent was plentiful, and the _
'performances were very well received by the crew, Persnnnel of the U, S, Naval
Hospital, Yoknsuka enthusiastically recelved a special showlng pefonned in
December 1951.

g+ In port, smokers and basket-bell games were scheduled with other ships
and shore activities. :

h, Slghtseelng and samera tours were arranged for the men during ezch
"in port" period,

1. Japanese Variety Shews were arranged for aboard ship.
Je At Christmas the ship entertained 100 Japanese Orphans.
k."Cub Scouts from Tokyo and Yokcsuka were entertained.

" 14 At Thanksgiving while in the operatlng area, the shlp entertalned ‘
six GI's from the front lines in Korea as guests, ,

m, German, Japanese and Spanish classes as well as courses in Blble and
aeliglous Instruction were held weekly.

n, Divine serv1ces were held revularly for Protestants, Catholics, Latter
Day Salnts and Christian Scientists. .

0 ”MemorialHServices;were:cnnducteduat.thetend.cfieach,operationaliperiod;z='3 Hn

p. anies were shﬁwn ‘daily except when combat cendltlons prohiblted.t Two
: shnw1ngs were. usually run. each evening. ; . : : . -

o q. The ship's peper "The Carrier Pigeon” was published seml—monthly. The
"editorial staff was cnmposed of all creW'members.;g”* SRR R ‘

r. A Cruise Bﬂhk was aseembled and prlnted in Japan for distrlbution.'

' ) Sa On replenishment deys, the Shlp's Band played on the hangar deck and
cnntributed much%p morale. L ; ,

S These various activ1ties outllned abnfe proved great benefit to the
crew for they tanght us to play. as well as wnrk and flght as a team.iﬂ

2, - Casualties, CoT e PR : e T:‘ . I S
a, Ship's Company
' There were no casualties sustained by ShiP'B‘COmbany,personnel. k

5
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- See enclosure (l),  J?*a

PART VI COMMENTS:

1. Engineering Departmenf

a, The Engineering Depértmentwéxperienced nn casualties during this
operatirnal period. ]

b. Recommendations,

None

¢, Steaming Data ‘ 21 Aug 1951

v 14-29 Feb, 1=7 March . 7 March 1952
Miles Stezmed £83.3 2404 .8 17,693.6
Fuel 01l received ~ 5¢0,208 386,442 10,743,023
 Fuel 0il Delivered DD's 0 0 1,424,016

Fuel consumed (underwsy) €96,380 370,270 8,995,795
Fuel censumed (ar.chored) 42,440 &,480 378,950
hverage Speed : - 16,3 - 16,7 . 16,2
Hours Underway 2811 o144 3684,8

d, During the period 24 August 1951 through 7 March 1952 the USS ESSEX
fueled 32 destroyers, at an average rate of 85,500 gallons per hour. The
USS ESSFEX refueled from tankers 37 times during this period at an average
fueling rate of 175,000 gallons per hour, : '

2, Air Intelligence ,
a, Fhota InterprebaﬁipﬁW“WF .

Photo Iﬁterprétation, like a heavily loaded freight train, got off to

a slow start at the bezinning of the first tour of duty in the Korean Theatre..

During the first operaing period, many mistakes were made and corrected,.: In

" order tn enable future carriers to avoid some of the pitfalls these suggestions -

are nffered,

(1) Prior to arrival in the Task Force stress theyimﬁqrtancé of K=25.

strike photographs,: Since most pilots are not'experienced'inAthis type of - },
camera work a dlscussion regarding type of run, altitude, scale, and general .

make~up of camera installation proves most beneficiale

- a. Items such as strafing during camera runs.

f
R

o

. Starting ¢amera tno far away from target.a,‘ﬁkd

l

Ca Errétic maneﬁvers during run afe a few thatyshould-be emphagisdd. .

{

SRV VS SRR SN &SRR PSS TS SRR PSR S

A
/
o




Valuable time is lost trying to piﬁpoint'piétﬁresbiakénfﬁithduﬂvkhoﬁlédgéjdfi=fw"'l
location, A photo card readily filled out in 4 digit coordinates should be made - -
available to all pilots of K=25 eQPiPpedAaircraft, R

~{2) An up to date file of photographs covering Korean "KING" airfields °
should be maintained with a tickler system showing the last photo coverage and
-status of each field. 4 separate alphebetiegallfile should be maintained of other
Korean fields. These established photographs can be readily located and the
status of the fields quickly determined, - '

(3) Complete and current 1:500,000 IMS L 751 series maps should be avail-
able in sufficient numbers in order that strike leaders, briefers, photo pilots,
and film-marking perscnnel have an adequate supply. A4 minimum of 10 ocoples of
each chart should be on hand, The Far East Air Force Material command located
at Tachikawa AFB has these maps instock ,available for distributioen to Naval
Forces, : , R ‘ :

(L) A1l photography shéuld be merked and checked by the photo pilots
prior te its delivery to the Photo Interpreter, The importancé of correct ‘
crordinates omnnot be overemphasized. The additional time required by the phot
pilots and film marking personnel in accurately locating photography will later
pay off great divedends in speeding up the actual interpretation and dissemination
nf the P,I, Report, : :

(5) During the early portion of combat nperations, the primary targets
were rail and highway bridges, Pichures of these bridges should be filed
alchabetically by area and numerically within each area. This enables rapid.
location of desired bridges as well as other targets. 4s the ha defenses in-
creased, more and more time was devoted to flak analysis. The original concept
was to prepare flak mosaiés of bridges or nther targets including commanding.
_terrain. These mosaics proved to be very satisfectory. However, the whole
operation was chonged and 12-16 mile sectors of KR track were chosen as primary
targets, ~Flak mosaics were then prepared of the entire route, Usually three
parallel runs at 1:5,000 were required to give sufficient coverage, o

: : AA encounbered in this theater, unlike German or Japanese A positions
of World War II, is mobile in every sense of the word,. Positions pinpeinted
one day will or can be moved the following day, Cld positions are utilized
whenever they are present, No attempt was mede to break the sizes down other
~ than small arms including machine guns, automatic weapons;gnd;hegvy,_j~ ‘ :
, " (6) Bach ship should have a minimum of two enlisted men to assist the
photo interpretator in carrying out the required duties, these men should be \
Q, P, or LF, strikers or petty officers, and prefereably should have 'attended’
one of the photo interpretation schools, - The ESSEX utilized the facilities at
Barbers Print, ' EE S : I o ‘

| (D Pﬁotogréphic”andehot; intérprététion‘prooedures as outlined by
Commander Air Force, Pacific Fleet restricted‘ltr FFh—l/J12 serial 30/307&;_
‘of 14 February 1952 should be utilized as the basio operating procedures. . = = 9




‘b. Alr Group FIVE has now- eompleted the entire combat tour in the Korean . . .
operating area using original charts covered with frisket paper. 4s far as . -
can be determined the charts show all indication of being serviceable for fur-
ther use, It is therefore recommended that the allowance of. KCS- 1:250,000 - .
charts be reduced to fifty. AL TR e e el T

. Tt was found during the training period at Pearl Harbor that it would
assist the ACI personnel to have a small glass viewing port between ACI and .
Ready Room THREE, The installation was accomplished by ship's force and
permitted ACI personnel to view the ready room teletype and keep current with
latest information as it .came down from Air Operstions, and thus mimimized .

internal communications,

3. Photeograrhy.

a, At the beginning of operations in the Korean area the Photographic
Officer began recording infeormation necessary to determine the maximum working _ *
load of the photographic. laboratnry and the times reguired to complete various
steps of processing through the laboratory, - To obtain this information one man
was assigned the task.of maintaining aceount of all aerial film recording the
times aerial rolls entered the laboratrry and this time required for processing

‘through the varinus steps to completion,

-All information concerning time for processing, marking, printing and
delivery has been taken from these records. - Negatives and rrints which were
processed and later discarded have not been included in the production figures
as only material which was satisfactorily completed and delivered have been used,

;% Since ae%iél photographic'reéqnnaiséance was of prime importante, other
items performed, such as RUDM!s, deck crashes, public information work, copies

.of maps, charts and drawings have been omitted from the production figures.

: Aerial photographic reconnaissance work consituted appréiimately‘§o%'f“"”“”'“”’*“
of the total work produced during the operating period 24 August 1951 to
§ March 1652, . |
. Equipment used for drying film and scnne prints were two (2) zerial film -
dryers (Morse A-5). for the film, and one (1) 26" Fako Matte print dryer for the .
sorne prints. o o N SRR e :

© AERIAL®

. e
S

< - PHOTOGRAFFY ‘ . oo o PERICDS R R SRR
o S e s R TR . . .Total:-for. . -
1t . 2ad - o3rd o hth - 5th entire. % o
g-24~51 10-4-51 11-16-51 12-29-51 - 2-23-52 period. o
o15-51 10-30-51 12-11-51 13152 3=5-52 .
Sorties Flown _ _ _ T3 . _ _ 68 ML o Bl gkl 288_
Number of rolls ‘ ; E R TR S LT o
filed, o o _ oLl 201 49 ok o 30 L _LO7_
Average ex~ 2o : S e
:\

— e w—

" posure per roll.  _ 33 . €0_ . 10—~ Bommm B - éQ_’,ﬁgl



| PLINTS

"~ Number of strike
~ photo's 8 x 10
»made and dellvered

- FIGURES -

E print and deliver

NEG};TiVEs

Nurber of 9 x 9 k, 799‘ b

B % 1 negatives Lo
Number of 9 x 18
B&W negatives
Number of 9 x 9
ﬂolnr trans—
Number of ¥~ 2>
strike photo's
filed, {capsule
installaticn)
Number of K-17
strike photo's
filed, (capsule
installation)

. —— — —

S 2nd”
" 20-4-51
 10-30-51

Sy
e o ran

Number ¢ x §
prints made and .
delivered,_

Number of 9 x 18
prints made and-

'—ddﬁmmm_;:Ah;;i;;;;;;rw

"

— —— o

616 152

“Tha term sortle is used to
which phﬂtographle overage

| —— e — e

— e e - - e | - e e

dennte uhe fllght of 2 51ngl° aircraft._
was obtained, - :

LR

——- e wn e e, - e et e et ema me  wme s s e e = e S

Total for
entire
operating
period

- ot e b e ema s et e G wmm eme e e e e e

3rd-
11-16~-51
12-11-51

‘37,024

20, h33

"‘—’————-7'——_‘%—,"—_,—'——"'—————

'1?36 CoRLL5 5984

15, 252

During

TIME FRODUCTION

Ist. o2nd

Average time to
progess & wash

o

-t T

‘Average time to
* dry ocne roll of

film,

meke £ireb flash 50 3-075’?

~Aversge time L@

Rurnlng lime '*i

- Overall.

71111 780 1-18 7N M 1lMn.

2—19 66M 2—24 46W lH 57Mink




‘ §TIME PRODUCTIONV'

'i‘FIFU

- Average time to
identify, mark

" (grease pencil)
ard deliver flash
pr‘nt te P.I,

'~..__..—.-__..—....—

70M 7-03 8TM T-L5 TEM 5~58 124M 6-57 117M 7-26 95M TH OMir

 Average time to
mark one roll of
film computed
from time of
delivery to film
marklng ntil

“ 1st N '

1664 5-33 139M,' 618 117M L-l2 TOM 4-53 824 5-20 LLSM 5H 27Mir-

_—__._._.__—_—..___.__..—._—.——-—.—-—-—_‘..—--—._

e e e e e e o - = e e e Mee s e = = S h)
Average time Por
mme set of mark-
"ed prints te P,I. 1124 g-15 1L6M 8-44 124M 8-22 140M g-17 S7M 9-03 124M 9H OéMir
This print made
- from marked neg-
BUAVESs _ o o o o e e e o m e —mm
Time all work
completed, for- : _ v
_warding letter 0900 1000 - 1000 1100 0800 o O9363§ﬁ‘
- written and - S » ' o g
- woerk delivered
@z@ﬁpmm@;___________________________ ____
K—25 STRIKF PFOTOGhAFHY - : ' : i .
e 1st. . 2nd. . 3rd  A4th 5t TOTALS .
_?olls Taken % c 76\ © 58 | 75 18 . 227 T
. Total possible expcoures® O 1520 = 1375 ~ 1588 900 5383
Total expnsures,ﬁaken"~* 0 1161 1132 1067 278°'~:' 3638
nngtal usable exposures * O ‘804" 69k 786 1201'1 B 2&04';.
| Totel negetives filed . kb 113 12k 18 16 - M5 -
- Rnlls not used due to #* 0 9 L 2 : 22L~ 17 =
. opoor techniques;‘ L e e
' 8 x 10 prints made. l616‘,1if‘158235 1736 17700 ‘280 . 598k
‘Lt‘* No recnrds kept this: perlnd. -

10



~ "' 16mm MOTION PICTURE GUN CAd JOTAGE PROCESSED AND 1émm KODACKHOME GUN
| CAMERA TOOTAGE FORVAD 4 LISTED BELOW.

st ond 3rd4th o sth

B&W negatiVes processed ll;OOOf3 6,900 8,900 e V«3,7Odf "“

. BEW positive ﬁfncessedf- : ‘ o ; 13,000 ‘f-'vw'ﬂ;-IBQOOO 3

e _3PY/3 12/

; 4 x5 o 586 'Mlééo - 1025» 172 L8L8 ‘fl73h :.,‘i

Kecachrome forwarded - ~ 10,595 . o : 10,595
TCTALS ’ © 11,000 17,495 8,900 13,000 3,700 54,095

¢, Tne following is a record of -the number of prints and negatives in addition
to the aerial reconnaissance work, These figures are for the quarters ending
30 Szp 1$5%, 31 Dec 1951 and 31 March 1952 (figures for the quarter ending 31
March 1252 ircludes work performed up to and including 15 March 1952,)

B&W | BEW.
Negatives: . Prints

Quarter Quarter  Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter
',ending‘rm,endini . ending - ending . ending. . ending
51 _

Yl ShosL Lhys_ ynle

Misc, 35mm I. D, - 520 352 0 829 544 120
2% x 3% Ete, E e : . , :

5x7 S el - 18, 157%6 . 58

“ 40 x~5O7 L_v45 ';\'ff‘il;;?*;‘ 'iLVA ;‘f o~ L‘ . ;’ 411'  ,f;,;f;‘f;f;‘ngjjgj,',;

o d, _Print Drjing fﬁ5 a3;;f

'i1 reconnaissance work, -The standard 26" Matte: dryer was'speeded}up;tq‘a*ratefofljw*f;"ﬂ
" Partial drying was required before entering the dryer, ... ..

7 gix foet per minutes s
ssign three men to operate when drying two rolls . - -

~and it was foun

. afmultaneously.

,-711 x b S _;1‘ - R - | 48‘  “*{ 35'> 503

16x20 ‘A"; ﬁ4, li:, ,’; 1: | R "'292§‘v ﬁlQ53: . 1151 7»

.18 x 22
20 x 24

womis e 22 o lope s Lsme

| TOTAL Negatives €198 TOT.L Prints 77738

"~ Drying Sbnﬁéhpfiﬁféfﬁééﬁbééﬁ“tﬁé'méin”soﬁrce 0f troubiefihfébmpléting'aeriélxri“

d necessary t




Print drying is the big time consumer due to the fact that at the rate of drying =
-+ three feet per minute using the 26" Matte dryer one hour and seven minutes is
- required to dry cne 200! roll of Sonne paper, Drying two rolls simultaneously ==~
averages out to 34 minutes per roll or approximately twe rolls per hour, In . _
“eight hours the maximum nurber which may be dried is sixteen - provided the dryer:
“ is drying continurusly, If the laboratory were required to process six rolls
of aerial film a day and make nine prints from each r~1l - the time required for
drying the prints alone would amount to twenty-seven hours.. ‘

herial Film Dryers were found wnsatisfactory for drying Sorine prints. When
uséd. for Senne prints the drive ohains on the machines continucusly broke, re-
quiring constant repair and maintenance. Additional equipment and space were
made the subject of separate correspondence (USS ESSEX serial 2097 of 26
November 1951).,

. Developing Outfit for 93" x 4LOO' . R

- It is recommended that item 443 HSO Catalog Secticon 1801, Developing
Outfit, type B-6 SN E12-D-163-325 be added to the Section "PM" Allowance List.
The K-18 Magazine (MA-L) S/N E18-M-469-100 and 390' Aerial Film S/N Elg-F,
31,85~160 can not be used without the abnve developing outfit for processinge.
During operatinns with the. two FoH~2P the K-38 Aerial Camera could not be fully
utilized because developing ovtfits were not evailable for processing 390!
rolls,

Le Communications
a, During the fifth and final period for ESSEX in the operating area, task '
~ force communications reached a level of performance more stablilized and reliable
than for any previous period during the ship's seven months! tour,

b, CW circuts: the use of the Task Force Common CW circuit for relay
of traffic tn Task Force 95 units (through a destroyer in TF 77) required clcse
~ supervision in order to minimize the delay in traffic delivery. Heavy back-
" logs developed primarily due to overloading of the circuit (evgey Ckt ¢3.3a)
between the designated TF relay ond TG 95.2 ships., It is recommended that fre-
‘quent inquiries be made of the TF 77 destroyer to determine whether more ex-
peditious methods of clearing traffic can be controlled, Proper assignment of
precedence by criginaters is important in raising the efficiency of this as well
+ - as any other circuit, - ' Co ' o L
¢, Radinteletype circuits: the reduction of outages on the ship-to-shore
circuit with NDT, Tokyo, was made possible through a conscientious effort to sh¥t
. frequéncies with a minimum loss of circuit time. On occasions the shift was o
" made in less than forty seccnds, No shift during the last two weeks of operations
: required more than three mimites to complete. The average of 20 plus hours of ‘
- ¢ontinucus communications reported in the preceding action report was raised-
... to a daily averages of 23 hours. . ‘ . - .
Teletype maintenance has been of primary. concern throughout the ship's
trur, Governor assemblies—particularlv, governor crntocts—required frequent

- sérvicing and replacement of'partsv(snme of which have been difficult to obtain). / s

Ty
:v.(qﬁfﬁ,




Ai;~fTac. Air Admln. Net(CW) 9188 FTC "r;f;r?520‘
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s is recnmmended that motors, in. ESSEX equipments (MOD 18, -
;4,H0D 15, TD, MOD 50,: etc.) be replaced by synochronous motorsy " The ship. - -
- has been fnrtunade to have: an extremely capable teletype repairman on board. w;;&
It is suggested that more than one man. tralned in thls sp601alty be assigned
fto a carrler task force flagshlp. r,g ey : PR O ,

Due tn the 1ncregsed enpha51s on TTY cnmmunlcatlons it is further recommend-
ed that the space alloted to teletype equipment and associated working area be
proportisnately extended during the next overhaul period,

d, Vaice circults: the arca cermander upon recommandaticns by this command
assigned an aiditional daylight frequencv (de51gnated Z-31 by the current edltlon
nf 5th AF COI #29) for qspmumicatdsns with JOC, Koreas
The situation with regard to JOC, Korea has improved markedly W1th the
allocation of frequencies as revised durlng the past seven months, Night voice °  «
communications can still be improved; however, the vrlume of traffic on”the net n
during the dusk-to-dawn periocd has been at a minlmum. : :

e, Redlnphotngraphy. three schedules with NPG3 were arranged with NPG3
during the twn weeks of this perlod., Two were unsuccessful due. to heavy in-
terference reported by NPG3, ~Shifting of “frequencies. had no effect ¢ Hours
and frequencies assigned for the third sked, which was successfully conducted,
were nnt_changed

“f, Traffic: a cﬁmparlsnn of message counts for the first and fourth
~ periods——eoch covering a full month'!s operating—followss An increase of
~apprnx1mately L% ﬁutgning and 17% incomlng was noteds :

, USS ESSEX (cve) D DN S :
i Flagshlp ~ CTF. (CCD—l) S 2QwAu8“:,19,§¢P 21 Jan - 31 Jan

1951 . : 1952
"Circuit B e N T '
o o o.ogour gg_; . OUT - ,;g
'ffFleet s/s to CnmNavFe—Ah 8/Cl9A e o228 e 18 2189 177-
~ (Ratt Dunlex) e I Ll R O TR

_UHF TG Commanders Net - T6 f\r *9i'7'fff/58é' o 7€Ckn;frsiéi9;i ril70f_ 7fi
o (Ratt ulmplex) ‘ e S T T e

i:1j TF Cnmmon (CW) l‘r'- Ch 30  Tf?iff?;;fTi§LHf:?hJ‘  quéh172fffgf7

<:f7th Fleet Command Net = Clé e oeeT ohose Y
EELTF Commanders Net . ‘—,CZE :' ; «fﬂffj*;u 83 éyxéié39' i

™

L}Tac. Ar Command wy - D189, EIC, 9% - a2




‘Prinary /5 (OW) . - A1 Series

’ Padifib‘Emérg;;Netv; R R R e e e
(CW)(Simplex‘Mgn.)‘»,fe PjO‘Series;_b; }5-7 ~ 16 o 8e ﬂf':'61*”'"&

Simpléx:ﬂaﬁual to'Guam—Pih‘SefiéS»i ‘ i f: R ‘ } ;Vlf o 38 >“ lQ _‘-t

Guam Prim; Broadcést -B5 i - ‘,: - r: , 8108 | : ’7 ' 8@66
"JIG"‘BrAadcast _ ia - - - ;,. - 154

'Hicom Broadcast ~B32,2 & 123 Kec. _ 550 - 6851

Guam Prim. Genl,Bdost.-B18 E , “k B T - L09

viswsl (F/L & Sema)) | 577 932 L8 g2y L
Mail (Estirm.) ' , - 50 80 - 60 70 '

TOTALS 4038 20297 5940 - 23688

”

| 5. Gunnefy e o T s e s e

a, During the period that this vessel operated in the forward area, the
most important role performed by -the Gunnery Department was the replenishment
at'sea, . S L v e , o

: (1) During this perind, this vessel replenished ammunition at sea,
thirty-seven (37) times, receiving a tntal of ‘6,654,4 tons an average number
of whip trips per hour was fifty-seven (57) with the highest rate being ninety- .
- three (93) per hour, The greatest tonnage received in cne hour was one hundred
si)cty_seven (167) tons. - s ’ TR T s e e el
. (2) Provisinns were replenished at sea thirteen (13) times with this
“vessel receiving a total nf 920,7 t~ns at an average rate of 34.9 tons per ..
hour and the fastest hourly rate being 77.3 tonss D TR SN
~ . (3) One hundred ferty-cne destroyers came alongside for highline o
transfers of perSOnnel;and_freight;‘and'thirty~two (32) destroyers were re-. . - -
- fueled at sea, - The total number of personnel transferred by highline is four - .
S (a)y A repleniéhments?andfréﬁgfef§“werefaccémplished without a single =
lnss or casualty, _(SeesRe;ArmingLand.RefFueling at ‘sea analysis charts)s,.. -~ @ ',

o 6;; Air Department

. a, Catapult and Arresting Gear -

- During the period»coiered bymﬁhis,requt, ca£épult'and arresting_géar
o) ratio ‘yasinnrmal,uyith<the'followin' exception,. L o LT




R T R U PR T o e
.- ,0n shot No, 3229 the ret:aétingfpanel‘operatorfinxthe‘starbbérdic
... pult noticed an excessive pressure loss during the retracting stroke, ‘The '

. catapult was put cut of commission and closer examination of the constent = = ..

ata= <

. pressure valve revealed that the bolts which secure the base of the\Valve'hdusing:

to ?he elb0w had come lnose, allowing the entire housing assembly to raise .
gurlng retrac?ion, and nil to escape past the constent pressure velve spindle
1pto the gravity tank, Tighténing the bolts resulted.in satisfactory retraction.

<. bi‘FlightcDeck -
(1) Cemplement of aircraft

4 During the past seven montks of operations in the Korean area,

" the aircraft complement zboard this vessel has fluctuated btetween 60 and 77
planes, This variation in complement has given flight deck personnel and ex-
cellent opportunity to.determine'the operating capacity of the CV34 Class
gircraft carrier, when operating under war time conditions, With 77 aircraft
abeard the following difficulties were most apparent:

(a) Maintenance suffered because aircraft could not be moved to the .
hangar deck immediately fnllowing recovery, or if already below, could not be -
moved to a spot for turn up, wing spread, drop check or engine change. (Thirty-

L twn %s the maximum number of mixed types which econ be spotted on' the hangar. -
deck). ‘ ; : '

(v) Servicing of aircraft was slow due to lack of room on the flight

deck to spread wings on D, F4U and F9F type airecraft for loading of 250# bombs.
and for fueling tip tanks in FH-2s, = . : , REE

(¢) Movement of aircraft was most difficult due to limited space
’ravailable’ahead of the barriers when holding a ready deck,

.

(4) Flight and hengar deck crashes were caused largely by errors in
judgement of persornel making fast respots under over—crowded conditionsy

~ (e) Recoverics which inc-ﬁded>béverél sircraft with jammed guns or

f:‘f -;aifcraft which cruld not feld wings due to battle damage overcrowded the deck.

%0 a point where barrier nperations were restricted,

(£) With 77 atreraft ~n board there is\iﬁsufficieﬁt,spacejfor'stt¥J

“+  ting visiting aircraft ahead of the barriers, It should be possible to re-

~.cover at least five to six»additinnal:gircraft;yhile,hnlding a ready decks i

" (g) late chenges to the schedule frequently could not be accomplished

v “dﬁe'tn the fact that any special aircraft could not be broken out quickly or
" easily from a hangar deck ¢ontinucusly two blocked with:aireraft.. o

S . " (&) The bomb load on the.first-Aplsfbh.the strikevffngéntly‘had f7f
©° . wtn.be limited during low wind crnditions due to the:fact that deck run was -
..~ 1limited by the number of aireraft which had to be kept rn the flight deckee
| During operatirns with 66 to %8 aircraft aboard all of the abo#e
ems can be minimized to and it 1s possible to achieve and main-

1sted probl

4




DECIASSIFIED

- DD N e sk Linde
L afni the hlghest p0351b1e state of operatlng efflciency. o ’fafsz«'“"'“ =

(2) F2H Rearward Tﬁwing

: , F2H's were towed backwards durlng flight and hangar deck respottlng
, u31ng universal towbars mndified with honks turned 90° and facing outboard. . A~
'sprnge rubber pad 6 inches: thlck 7 inches wide end 22 inches long is mounted :
over the apex of the towbar rn the backs of each trecter.’ The oepter &f the
pad remained under the center of the fuselage regardless of tractor turns. If
the towing rings on the F2H were horizontal instead of vertical the universal
“towbar could be used without any modification, Np Banshees were damaged while
using this method nf rearward towing., . R ‘ '

c¢e Operating Data

14 Feb - 1 Mar - Total in
29 Feb 7 Mar Korean Area
] ‘ . .

Arrested landings 666 . 169 7,928
Catapult shots %Starboard) v ' 180 \ 52 4 2,110.
Catapult shots (Port) ' o180 59 2, 116
@Gasnline (gallons) , 351,741 - 97,928 by 629 810 -
LubOil Symbol 1100° - 2,877 . 597 16 235
Lub0il Svmbel 1010 o oo 1,192 : Leo - - 23,590
LubOil Symbel 1120 - - 87 . o 13,918 ‘
Alerhol AN-A-18 o 0 0 . 205

%W(i)iTetai ﬁnnh pe of alrcraft oranance expended by ESSEX Air Groups -
- World War. II.: ._.“_”_._?,w_., S Ll - L,688

, (2) Total tennage of alrcraft 0% dnence expended by A4ir Group FIVE durlng
7<firs Korean combat tnur USS ESSLX ”,“:g;;w;a;”v;_,_;1>ﬂr,gr\ 6 903 -

,,,, (3) Total landlngs, ESSEX frnm COmm1531nn-ng 31 Deeember 19A2 untll
arrlval Seattle 15 September 1945& ?‘f e ;ﬁ 31 015

(h) Total landln83, ESSEX frnm re—cnmmissionlng 15 January 1951 tO;:f
end of c”mbat tour 4 March 1952.;;‘j< o 3 lh,558 =

7. Supplv Department o '_?f,r

' a. Av1at10n Stnres -

o (1) The USS ESSEX (”V9) was nutfltted in Mareh 1951 with & 180 day
- allewance, of  asrnautical material and peculiar aircraft spare parts for the
fnllnw1ng types- ~ v ;

(a) F9F2—2P ’ L B R
() AD-LNLBQUEN,AN e T e
{e) FLU-4 BRI TN S i
o (d) FLUSN -
(e) Ho3s-1
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vTh;s;initial"allowance.wassuppléﬁéniedfby‘thé‘folioWing‘addiﬁiénAi"aliéwaﬂces»”‘
for new aircraft types and configurations assigned as the months passed: =~

(1) FaH-2 ,2P

(2) AD~2,3,4L,0NL
(3) FLU-LB
(4) FAU-SNL

(2) Actual flisht ~peraticns, (with resultant maintenance of aircraft cnboard) -
commenced in April 1951 and continued practically uninterrupted for elewen months,
During this time 2152 requistions, representing apprnximately 12,900 items,
were submitted to £fill allrwances of those items which reached the low limits
established on-the stock record cards.. Supply support has been good. The
USS JUPITER, primary source of aircraft parts in Japan - Knrea area, was able
to.f111 about 75% of the items required., Those items that could not be filled
were obligated (if NIS) or passed to ASB Yokosuka or AiSD Oakland for action
(if NC), Material which had to be shipped from the continental U.S. tock on o
the average of 20 days to reach the ship if sent by air - 50 days by surface., - =
Corperation between aircraft carriers and delivery service by "COD" aircraft

. of WWR-23 greatly assisted in decreasing i0G's and kept aircraft utilization
high, . .

(3) The perind 1-15 January was the most critical period during the entire

cruise, The original 180 days allowance (approximately 18,000 items) was
exhausted insofar as high usage and critiecal items were cencerned, and stock
replenishment on critical items was slow and necessitated requistioning on
a Priority "A" basis, Although stocks were.reordered as low limits were reached,
and requistions meiled off weekly, 510 requistions were pending on 15 January,
representing about 1200 items due, Of these 1200 items 19 were pending on
a Priority "A" basis for 40G aircraft, Between 15 January and 18 February
approximatély 800 of these items were received, When the ESSEX departed from
Yckosuka on 18'Februafy; the remainder of the unfilled Priority "C" requistions

- were cencelled, and during the- last.two=week operating pericd enly. Prierity . = . -
"AN {tems for AOG aircraft were ordered. It has been determined that 90% of
AOG requisticns stemmed from items not in allowance lists, Where such items
were required more than rnce, usage data was forwarded to the JUPITER with
a request that she stnck theose items, Usage reports to 4MO, Ozkland ‘and
submission nf stubs to Fi.0 (for tabulatirn by 4S0) will serve as a basis for
correcting allowances for wartime operaticdn, : ‘

(4) The allowance of flight‘deckAcldﬁﬁing should be‘inCreQSed threevtimes. .vj<f::i
Each man requires at least two jerseys to carry him while one is being R

-

laundered; in addition; each man will wear cut one or two winter and summer - . i ¢
jerseys during six months of constant wearing. Two pair of flight deck shoes
per man are also required. for the same reascn. : : R

" (5) An attempt by the ESSEX to. receive aircraft engines at sea from a supply .. -
ship of the replenishment grcup was unsuccessful because of transportation Lo,
difficulties ashoré, - The deadline date scheduled frr the experiment could not .
be met, The procedure used in the Mediterranean of floating engines in steel

containers is undesirable in this task farce during wartime operations as
the replenishment program is carried cn while underway. ' o




~ DECLASSIFIED
It is’ﬁhéféfhfe redbmméﬂdéd;thétfa:£iial"ﬁraﬁsféf:bé£wééﬁ shi§§ ﬁsihg a’ ‘
Burtrning rig be undertaken, Engines in steel containers-gross between 4500
and 5000 pounds. xWings1(2000-lbs)~and-prOpellers'(7OO‘lbs)~wére regularly -
transferred at sea with no difficulties, R e

_ (6) Squadrons being deplayed to the forward area are advised to obtain |
a full allowance of Section "H" and "U" material and winter Ilight clothing
as provided in ACL 21-51 prier to embarking ~n the parent carrier, o

b. General Stores

(1) The system of replenishing GSK stores in this area by Mobile support
is crnsidered very gond. The USS CASTOR issues stores within one dey after the
presentation of requistions, Paper work is greatly reduced by ordering only
materials carried by the CsSTOR as listed in the GSM Catalog, published by
- COMSERVRON 3, ‘

(2) Critdcal GSK items that cannot be supplied by the C4STOR may be ob-
tained from cther ships at sea or in port, from Fleet Activities, Yokosuka or
from PRCO, Ueklend via CTG 92,1 or CTG 92.5a Only prierity "a" and "B" re-
‘quisitions should be placed on Fleet Activities when items are NIS from support-
ing supply ships, because the mission of this shore activity does not include
support to combatant vessels. During the entire crulse the ESSEX has had a
negligible amount of GSK material forwarded directly from Oakland,

(3) Experience to date regarding the replenishment of Electrenics and
BuShips Machinery Spare Parts has been fairly gnod. How-ever, the logistic:
support of these hard to get items is neither as prompt nor as expedient as
‘that of GSK, Nevertheless, service was excellent from the supply ships
CHIMON, LEAGUE ISLAND, ELECTRON and PROTON, Items-NIS or NC are forwarded
tn PRCO, Oaklend, - As aprroximately seventy per cent of the electrcnic and
. _machinery spares are. "hard to get". items in this area, ships gcheduled for the

 NAVFE area should concentrate on having on board all allowed spares prior to
departure from the United States. SRR e i ,

(4) The General Stores Group has placed requistions for GSK, Electronics
and Spare Parts material’during,the,cruise‘jusp-concluded with the following
results: - L e , : g : S o

GSK Reouistions

Placed with CASTOR . . '* 2k,
Accomplished by CASTOR - S 6%
Placed with other activities. -~ ..~ 530
Completed with nther activities - 5%

Total number of Priority "4" requisitioms- .= . 8

Total number of Priority "B" requisitisms . 27

.

EIECTIONICS LINE ITEMS

. Placed wifn PEOTON and ELZCTMON = 687

Accemplished by PROTON and BLECTRON = 53%

4'f, :l8; ; el
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-_BUSHIPS SPAE PARTS LINE ITEMS

 Placed with IBAGUE ISLAND and CHIMON = 428
Accomplished by IEAGUE: ISLAND and CHIMON : %

Shortages;of the foliowing {tems have caused Priority "A" and "Bt pe—
quistions: : . ' : '

(a) Bearings

(b) "V" Belting

(c) Gaskets : SR :

(d) Winterization Equipment (snow shovels, pushers, rock salt, stoddard
solvent, etc,)

(a) Intelligence materials (bristle board,mapping tacks, frisket paper
plifilm) - '

(f) Automotive spares for jeeps, peeps, fork lifts, etcy

(g) Hurricane tie down equipment for aircraft (13" 21 thre:d manila

~ rope, wire rope, clips, ete,) '

(h) Electronics spares ,

(1) Flight deck repair equirment (metal, lumber, studs, etc.)

(3j) Webbing for strap on bomb skids. S

(k) Valves and parts

(1) Batteries (all types)

(m) Duplicating machine materials (master sets, paper, fluid, etc.)

(n) Machinery spare parts -

Intra—ship transfers and carrier on boafd deliveries (by CODFISH) have
aided grately in our record of experiencing no major machimery or electronic
shut down.during the nine months since leaving the U.S,

(5) The allowance of seventy—five per cent foul weather clcthing has been
more than adequate to meet the demands of the rigournus winter months in the

-~ Japan-— Korea areay and-this allowance is considered liberal, . It is recommend- - - ...

ed that the ESSEX carry approximately ten per cent ‘more that the quantities
ehown as issued, This will:conserve eritical materials and give the ship
~additional space to carry other essential stores,

A comparison of clothing issued and clothimg allowed is shown below:

¢ . ISSUED KLIOWED
Artics e o175 2250
Parkas =~ ' 203 ' 300 °
Drawers, Winter - .~~~ - 1489 - ) 4500.
Helmexs, e et e 1348 ‘ 2250
Parka, :iain S 819 2250
-Jackets, Winter: L .. 2089 2250
Face Masks o P e 850 - ' 2250
' Mittens N-2 - Lk T 1305 2250 °
 Mittens N=3 o oer7r 2250
Socks oo 03370 - 6750 .

‘Rain Trousers 827 2250




- ALLOWED

. | . oIswm
Undershirts - 1ss3c . 4500
Goggles® - o9 S 2250

, From the figﬁres.it5can be readily Seen'thatfthevallowahcé granted is
excessive, -~ From now on, the ESSEX plans to carry approximately 10% over the
quantities shown as issued. -

This will result in'full utilization of and and alleviate the cramped
coendition of the storeronms,

(6) Departmental Budgets have been established in acccrdance with Afloat
hccounting Memorandum No, 2. In setting up these budgets, the following
departmental percentages were established:

"
Per Cent Daily Budget Quarterly iamount

Administrative Ly5% $ 22,22 : $ 2,000.00
Operations 8 - 38.88 . 3,500.00
Gunnery 10 50,00 . ‘ ks, 500,00
Engineering 33 156,66 15,000.00

‘Navigatinn 1 - " 3,33 ; , 300,00 |
“ Supply . 1y o ~ 55,55 B 5,000.00
"Dental ' T 0,050 .94 " 175.00
Paint PR PSS S~y 0 R S 2,500.00
C.0, Reserve ‘ g 9 v o 1]—5083 ' el l{.,"125.00
A 100 .% L a Ll AS’OOO'OO

,MTOtalS I I TR I

4

Close supervision in confrrmity with regulations h:is beeh~maintained‘with

- respect to adjustments of these budgetsyaﬁd each department is required to
~stay within its budgetary limitation. - oo : R

(7) The crnservation of critical items as contained in the Pacific Supply -
Line Publicatien of CINCPACFLT/COMSERVPAC of October has been rigidly enforced,
- 411 stub. requistions for these items are carefully screened by the Supply
. Department,. and requests of unusual quentities are requirsd to be justified.

(8) The combined supply support received from the service activities and
ships in the Japan — Korea area was considered outstanding. .At no time during -
the entire cruise did the ESSEX lack any item of electronics,_machinery spares, =
or GSK that may have caused a major equipment shut down, . .- : L

¢, Ships Service :

(1) Sales in the ship's service store activities have been well above the
 expected average during this eight menth oriddse,  Japanese merchandise sales

- . . were high, especially during the Christmas: seis~n, “E"
: R o o AR EE T Y




: JSe#éfaI_BQZAa§Ysélésicf‘jébanéSe‘gﬁbds‘wére heldfdﬁfihg épéCiai hoﬁfs'at

 which time various items were displayed on tables. :
- with the crew,’ and the demand offeréd an opportunity to display a large number .
of items, Of the regular ship service items nomally stocked, cigars, cig~-

arettes, candy and wrist watches have enjoyed exceptionally high sales,

(2) a mbnthly'breakdbwn of sales is listed belew for period beginning

July 1951 and terminating February 1952:

$19,125,00
26,549,00
30,112,00
41,117,900

September

. Total Sales

November $44,647.00
December 28,853,00
January 31,582,00
February  22,949,00

$244,934,00
30,167,00

Menthly Average

$..1,,000.00 worth of merchandisé,

suka during the cruise was very good,

fountain and laundry supplies.

High mcnth in sales was November 1951 when Ship's Service activities sold
The crmbination of Japanese items and the
Christmas buying season were factors in making this menth the leader, The
low mrnth was July, thé first month away from the United Stotes, It was also
interesting te nnte that the overall percentage of sales was thirty-three per
~ cent greater during the operating periods than during the inport pericds.

(3) The support received from the USS CASTOR and Fleet hctivities, Yoko-
Of a total of one hundred and seventeen
requistions submitted, one hundred and nine were cempleted or partially accom-
Scarce items during the eight months periocd were. eobbler, tzailor,
‘ Cobbler items short were full soles, nails of
all sizes, rubber hcels and sand paper; tailor shop shortages were white
" striping, ten and white buttens; fountain items difficult to obtain were ice
= eream mix and choenlate-syrup;-laundry items.shert in:the area were.press. .
* covers; mangle covers, spare parts for extractors, -and occasionally scaps
During the last several mrnths in the Far Eastern arca basie ship store stock

. was more difficult to obtain than in the earlier stages of the cruise.

therefore advisable to have all ships leaving for the forward area carry to

-~ full capacity a ecmplete supply ~f Ship's Service stock,

_ (4) Adbnermal temperétures‘in bulk sterernom B-L06-4 have caused a geuneral
detericration of stock stowed in this space,
thereby meking them difficult tn use.:
quired survey as being unfit for humar
August and September averaged 1107 F.

Laundry supplies have hardended,
Ice cream powder and paste have re- 7
consumption, Temperatures during July,
During the last five months of the.cruise
they have averaged 98° F, Ventilatinsn improvements in this storeroom are ne-
- eessary before it can be properly utilized as a Ship's Store Stedk storerooms

' , ‘(5) Opsration nf,theﬂlaundry on a twenty four houn five day week in the
- forward area has proven: very suecessful,

. These operating hours are considered
- superinr tn the contimuous seven day wee

k schedule because there is a saving

of ‘abrut 35,000 gallens of fresh water per week and time is_availableyfcr‘
routine maintenance and upkeep of the operating machinery. V

These sales were. popular




U DECIASSIFED o

S e. nperating mach1nery»hvS'beeﬁﬁrunning continunusly throughout the

: :}gniirencruise,4and the several minor breakdowns have been repaired without
cdelaye o S D Sl n e Co

. (6) Taut security measures are crntinucusly observed for all Ship's Store
spaces. In additicn tn thrse prescribed by the BuSandA Manual and other
current directives, the follewing are in effect and are believed to be of L
value in further safeguarding the stock and monies of the Ship's Store activities. o
The f~llewing security measures were included in the actimn report of 1-31 :
- October 1951: ' ‘

(a) No mrney is left overnight in the cash register of any of the
activities, : .
(b) Cash drewers are left open when the activity is neot in operation.

(c) Night lights are installed in the Ship's Store and Ship's Service
Stores and are left burning all night.
(d) Inspecticns are conducted nightly by the Duty Supply Officer at
- 2200 and 2400 of all Ship's Store Spaces.
(e) Twn (2) group 3 1locks are installed on each donr to the Ship's
‘ Store spaces, ’ : ‘

1 (7) The mrnthly menetary limitation for Shipts Store stock for this ship
is $125,000,00, It is belicved advisable that the limitatiern be increased
tn $150,000.00 per m~nth t» enable a ship of this class to carry more fruntain,
~ cobbler, tailor, and ship store items (watches, cameras, pens, pencils,
o electric-raznrss and cther special items of popular demand,

- d. Clothing and Small Stores

(1) A six months winter and surmer lo2d list was criginally stocked on

- bnard:the ESSEX at the beginning of the current cruise. It was necessary to
temporarily stow bulky items such as shoes and trwels in the Aviation Main
Issue storerrom and aviation Tire strorer~rm. & ninety day supply of clething

- and small stores can be strwed in the present spaces allocated for C&SS materials
An additional storernom of approximately four thousand cubic feet suitable

tn the strwage of shoes would be highly desireble to facilitate stowage and
security‘nf required gquantities. S e R

-+ (2) Clothing and small stores sales were fairly uniferm during the oruise.
Sales dropped slizhtly. in December 1951 and increased in January 1952 due to

* substantial reductirn in prices that went into effect in January 1952.

" Follrwing is a menthly recap of C&SS saless B

MONTH . saEs

July 1951 S B,TT5TS
bugust 1951 7,855,500
" September 1951. : Lo 10,402,15 : o W T :

* Octrber 1951 o 9,319.85 . Monthly Average -
November 1951 o 7,213.51 ‘ ;T I
December 1951 - 6,513.55 - $ 8,5%0.00

. January 1952 7 .. 10,598,000

S 6,016,1c
 TOTAL. . $66,T3h.d
S DR

~February 1952 -




. (3) Ttems ordered repeatedly yet difficult to hbtain‘in tﬁé;fqrwéra3éréa 4_i’<fi
in quentity and sizes required during this cruise. are listed below: -

ITEMS : .. NO. REQUISTIONED - . ~ NO.: RECEIVED
Drawvers, Cottnn : 11,400 ‘ 5,940
‘Sncks, Cotten, Black 20,328 ' ‘ 5,160
Service Stripes . 800 ' 335
Trrusers, Dungarees 4,388 2,124
Gloves, Leather, Work - 378 : - None
Sacks, Cotton, White , 8,880 ’ 840

(4) Slow moving.items during the cruise included Peaccats, Undress Jumpers,
and Dress Blue Jumpers, 4 complete sellout of whie cotten socks was ex-.
perienced during the one month stay in Pearl Harbor at the early portion of the
cruise,

e, Commissary

(D The operation and logistic support of the Commissary Group has been
generally satisfactory during the sight menths cruise just completed, Support
frem the provision ships during replenishment in the nperating area has been
excellent. An occasional shortage of desired fresh provisions has resulted
from time to time, and it is believed that a list of these provisions pre-
rared and delivered in advance of the provisinns replenishment day would aid

‘materially in reducing this shortage, Scme difficulty was experienced during

the last operzting period in receiving dry provisions.

(2)-Based up~n experience gained during the cruise just completed, the
Commissary Department planned to procure approximately one hundred tons of
provisions each replenishment day. During the replenishment periods at sea:
when provisions were rceived three times, no fresh provisions were needed

during the inport perind; but when nnly twn replenishments were accomplished

about fifty tens of provisicns were needed during inport pericd to maintain

levels. It is recormmended that a system of direct lcading (cr palletized
unit lnads) be instituted on ships of this class, Subject ships would re—

- quistion provisions directly from the logistic support ships, provisions would

be required but orice: a menth, and reefers with open holds could be used on the
line. Rehandling of provisions would be reduced to a minimum which would in.
turn reduce manpower necessary to handle provisions and reduce d amage and )
sprilage,  Working parties required for replenishment ‘at sea include fifty
men to hanile the sleds, sixty men to unload and check the stores and sixty men -

to strike the stores below. In port the reefer ships require about one man

per ton of stores to off load, and fifty men are needed to str;ké stores be-

. low on this ship.

- (3) Night rations and special rations cmnstifﬁfédVahqtherjiﬁterestihg
phase of this cruise,. About 300 night rations were issued to men engaged in
actual manual labor at night, IHequests for night rations were submitted .daily

; at 15OO to'the‘administration office for apprhval;' The menu consisted of two
. sandwiches per man and fruit, Scup was served at 0900 to 1030, 1330 to 1500

- and 2300 tn 0030 every day on the line, The - four: soup stations were turned over,.i}~3;
. twrito the squadrons, ~ne to the Gunnery Department and one to the Air Depart- ‘
- men%,  Snup was made in the crews gallev and kept hct in the soup staticns. - A
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V(L):Nn_difficulty was expéfiédgédfﬁithathefnofmélgmeal"houfé (at:sea),‘f'

065 ~ 0745 Breakfast
1130 - 1245 Lunch

1700 — 1815 Dimner

Rizid enfercement of these hours was practiced and all hands,'eooperafed
in meeting the schedulea . o

£, 'Disbursing

(1) Disbursing activities in the forward area proceed alrng routine lines
with minor variations. The bigrest problem is the use of Military Payment
Certificates. Conversion of U, S, Currency to MFC uprn arrival and recon-
versimn on departure 1is difficult to accomplish sm~othly without running the
risk of distrivuting U. S, Currency in Japan or removing MPC from the desig-
nated area., These conversion operations must therefore be accomplished as
near arrival and departure time as possible, It is therefore recommended
that the nfficial exchange activity f-r afloat activities (U, S, Fleet
Activities, Navy No. 39a3) provide exchange facilities until departure time
in order tn aveid complicatirns which arise when ship's perscnnel spend time
ashore, after the deadline time fer final cenversion of MPC to "“greenbacks",

(2) On the pay line it has proved neeessary to eliminate the one dollar
MPC nnte because of 1ts swicaard size, ‘Payments were made to the nearest lower
five dollar increment, This has the further advantage of specding up the
pay line which helps avnid confliction with ship's operations. The total
Military Pay Roll for the period was $2,135,934.15;'with an average monthly
cash payroll of $244,000,00.° . - - o . S e e e

" (3) The handiling ~f fereign currency was limited to a daily. exchange line,

“One hundred million four hundred forty thousand. yen were:passed. cut 1o ESSEX.

personnel in exchange for #279,000 during the eight month peried.

. (4) Currency ;equirementsvduring operations in the forward area are modi- .

fied by the fact that frem one third to two thirds of the menthly cash payroll:

is returned through Ship'!s Store sales; poStal‘money order business; the ex—
change of Yen, etc, The percentage of return is in direct relationship to the
time spent in port ~r at sea.. R R T ' :

g “Replenishment‘UnderwaY~ff; 

(1) Replenishment underway was rne of the most interesting phases of the’
ESSEX cruise in Far Bastern waters. . Replenishment days, normally held every
fourth day underwa—, nccasinnally were held on the third day if weather con-—

" ditions were not suitable fnrgflight operatiGns.'vThe‘chief items of interest

" “to the Supply Department during replenishment perinds were the receiving of
~Navy Spocial Fuel 0il; Aviation Gasoline, Freight and Provisicns, Transfer .
~of varinus cridcal items from this ship through the replenishment ships to
_other ships in tke Task Group was also accompisheds =




and frelght was received 1n verious quantltles as 1t arrlved or was assembled '

in the Far. Eastern area.

(2) ‘Pertinent facts and’ averages conccrnlng N avy Spe01aivFﬁei 011;;«
Aviation Gasoline and Provisicns receipt during the replenlshnent perlnds
of this crudse are as follows? '

Navv Spec1al Fuel.Oil

Averaze time per 100,000 gallons 45 minutes

Average gallons per hour received _ 132,650 gallons
Highest' amount received in gallens

per hrur ~n a single day »f replenishment, . 191,600 gallons
Lowest amount received in gallons per '

hour en a single Aday of replenishment , 73,850 gallons

Aviation Gascline

Average time per 100,000 gallons 1 heur 29 minutes
- Average gallons per hour received €2,100 gallons

Highest amcunt received in gallons : -

per hrur on-a single day of replenishment, - 137,750 gallons

Lowest amount received in gallens: R ‘

per hour on a single day of replenishment. : 22,459 gailons

Provisions

Average provisions tonnage received per hour ' 35 tons

Highest- tonnage per hour on a single day of e e

replenishment, . , , 77 tons

“ The low amounts listed-above were in all-cases: attributable to- replenishment:
during rough weather,. Hnwever, in spite of the weather, .the replenishment
pericds during the entire cruise were relatively smﬂﬂth in operation end are-
preferred to replenlshment perlods in. port., :
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