» -';" N : ; g - '. .. __. 0 - ’g :ﬂ‘—cu‘;ga.b{, ' . _ ..
o V8.8, VALLYY FORGE {0V-458) _ - - L
Care of Fleet Post Office ' _ _
San Francisco,. California VL8 -
' Ser 096

7 April 1952

MRS IED © DECLASSIFIED

NAVHISTDIVINGT 5500.1

‘poms  Commanding Officer, U.S.5. VAILEY FORGE (CV-45) By: OP-Q9892C
S Chief of Naval Operations
/iat (1) Commander Task Force SINENTY SEVEN

(2) Commander SWENTE Flaeb

(3) Commander Naval Forces, FAR FAST

(4) Commender~in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet

Subj: Action Report for the period 3 March 1952 through 4 April 1952
Reft (a) OPNAV Instruction 3480,5 dated 1 July 1941
Fnolt (1) Commander, CATG ONE conf ltr ser O7 of 7 April 1952 |3

1. In accordance with reference (), the Action Report for the period of 3
March through 4 April 1952 is hereby submitteds

BARL L
TION OF OFN FORCES AND M

In compliance with CTF 77 dispatch 2801182 of February 1952, the USS VALLEY
FORGE (CV~45), CAPTAIN OSCAR PEDRRSON Commanding, with ComCarDiv FIVE (REAR
ADMIRAL F. W. MC MAHON) embarked departed Yokosuka, Japan, for the operating
area on 3 March 1952, ' :

On 5 March 1952 the USS VALLRY FORGE (CV=45) joined Task Force 77 close to
the 38th Parallel on the east coast of Koreas The Task Force was commanded by
AR ADMIRAL JOHN PRRRY, ComCarDiv ONE, aboard the USS WSSEX {OV-9) and operating
nnder Tagk Force 77 Operation Order 22-51 (2nd Revision) dated €& December 1951,
Tt was_composed of USS BSSEX (GV-9), USS ANTITIAM (ov-136), USS VALLEY FORGE
\0V-145), USS ST PAUL (CL-73), USS ROCHTSTTR (GA-124), USS J, A, BOLE (DD-755),
58 IOFBURG (DD-759), USS BUCK (DD-761), USS B. BASS (DD-837), USS STICKRLL
(DD-888), USS CHWALI'R (DDR-805) and USS A, J. ISBELL (DD-869).

On 2 Aprdl 1952 the USS VAILTY FORGT (OV-45) departed Task Force 77 in
accordance with CIF 77 dispatch 280236%Z of March 1952 and arrived in Yokosuka,
Japan 4 April 1952 for a period of maintenance and upkeep.

The mission of Task Forse 77 was as followst

{1) Conduct air operations f_fom an operating area off the east coast of Korea
to provide close air support of friendly troop operations, interdiction
to enemy routes of movement and supply, and armed reconnaissance of
enemy installations and lines of communications.

(2) Provids air cover for replenishment ships and other friendly naval
surfece forces when necessary. ~

(3) Protect the force against air, surface and subsurface attacks.



SCURITY INFORMATION - D - o _
Commander Carrier Adr Task Group ONK is %LED. GF.-'XBiLL, Jri, U&N. The

Group had the following on-board count of pilots and aireraft at the beginning
of flight operations on 4 March 1952,

SQUADRON NO, OF PIIOTS N0, OF AIRCRAFT

VF 52 20 12 FoF.2

7F 111 23 11 FoF-2

VF 194 26 10 AD2(3), 2 AD-2Q
VP 653 25 16 FiU-4

VC 3 iDetaclfunent 5 3 P4U- 5N

V0 11 (Detachment 4 3 AD-4W

Ve 35 EDe‘hachment 5 3 AD- /NL

V0 61 {Dotachment 4 3 FOF-2P

HU 1 (Detachment 2 1 HO 33-1

TOTAL 114, 64

PLRI II
GHRONOLOGIGAL ORDTR OF TV TNTS

33-521 Departod Yokosuka, Japan for the operating area, Conducted training
exercises and routine ship drillse

3-4= 521 Oonducted refresher air operations in Area FOX during the afternoon.
I'he ship conducted training exercises and battle problems.

3.5 528 Alr operations wera conducted during the morning in preparation for
combat operations, Planes transferred from the USS "SSTX (CV-9) were landed
yhoard during the morning eperation which brought the on-board count of aireraft
to 8l.

2.6m52: Alr operstions were conducted aimed at the destruction of the North
Korean roil note The morning hecklers sighted a total of 6 locomotives to which
£lights were diverted throughout the days. Two locomotives were completely de-
stroyed and the 4 othors saverely damaged, 50 rail cuts were mads, 46 boxcars
Gastroyed and 22 boxcars damageds A total of 87 sorties were flown.

3-7=52t Routine air operations contimied., A total of 91 sortics were flown
~ad 2 total of 124 rail cuts were made, This score set a record for rmil cutting
for the VALLYY FORGE to date.

3-8« 521 Alr operations were hampered due to bad weather. Our morning hecklers
and one flight of 4 FAU's wore the only planes over Korea todey. 4 total of 30
cortles were flown and the damage amounted to 3 trucks, 8 rall cars, 3 supply
taildings and reils were cut in 8 places.

3.0-52: Routine air operations were conducted as schaduled. & total of §
slanes suffered flak damage, although only one, LIJG R. KOMWROFF, VF 194, was
forcod to land at King 50, an cmergency field, &1l the others returnod safoly
anoarde A totnl of 87 sortios were flown scoring 70 rail cuts.

3-10~ 523 Replenished at sea.

31352t Alr operations resumed as scheduleds IT H, L. WRIGHT, VF 653,
Mying an F4U, vme hit by flak while flying an inland reconnaissance voubes The

ML B . Ly 1 T e LT
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SWCURITY INFORMATION

3-12-52s Routine air operations contimued as scheduled. A total of 6 planes
suffered flak damage. Two, LTJG J. M, THAYER, VF 194 and IT H, A, BORGEHDING,
¥F 194, wero forced to land at King 18 and King 50, respoctivoly. 411 the othors
roturned safoly aboard. A total of 90 sorties were flown scoring 97 rail cuts,
dostroying 11 trucks and 2 raillroad cars. .

3 13- 52t Routine air operations continued, A total of 4 planes suffered fink
hmages Tw, LCDR R. 8. SCHREIBTR, VP 194, and LTJG N,J. JOHNGON, VF 194, wore
furced land st King 18« All the other plancs returncd safeoly aboard, The night
icklers wore launched 50 minutes early to lend Air Support to T% 95,21 vhich was
mder fire from shors installations, Pilots reported the mission successful,
wnving boen given a "Well Done! by the USS MANCHTSTRR (CI~83). A total of 100
sorties wore flown, scoring 71 mail cuts, dostroying 3 trucks and 3 shore battorie:

3=14~523 Rpplenishad at sea.

3-15-52t Air operations resumed as scheduleds & total of 10 planes suffered
flak damage, but all returned safely aboards A total of 90 gorties wore flown
scoring 84 rail cuts, destroying 2 locomotives » 5 trucks and 3 rail bridges,

: 3-16~52t Routine air operations continued as scheduleds A total of 7 plangs™
suffered flak damage, but all returncd eafoly aboard. A total of 91 sorties were
flown scoring 118 rail cuts, -

317~ 52t Routine air operations contimued as scheduled, LCDR H. L. RLSLER,
Commanding Officer, VF 52, flying a FOF-~2 » was hit by LA at CU 515520, The pilst
did not bail out, and his burning planc exploded on impact, Thare wms no chance
of survival, A4 totel of 6 planes suffered flak damages. One, LT R, P.» TAYIOR,
VC 3, wms forced to land at King 18, A1l the other planes roturned safoly
w1boards & total of 90 sorties wore flowm gscoring 88 rail cuts,

3-18-52¢ Replonished at scae
3-19-52t Alr oporations wore cancelled because of inclament woathors

320528 Alr operations resumed as schoduled, & total of 6 planeg suffored
flsk damage, LIVG O GARDNTR, VF 653, and IT R. S, GFFTL, VF 653, wore forcad
tu land at King 50, LITJG J, B, GRAY, VF 653, and LT W, I, KTWARNS, VF 653, wero
foreed to Iand at King 18, All the other planes roturned sa.fely aboard, 4 total
of 88 sortics were flown scoring 108 mil cubtg and destroying 4 railroad cars
and 11 truckse

3-21-521 Air operations wore continued as scheduled, EIJG O, G, STRAHLTY ,
VF 52, roceived major flak damage while flying a routine reconnaissance mission.
LIJG STRAHLEY mado a conventional bail out over mbter nony Hungnam. Upon tho
nrrival of the reoscue hellcopter tho body wes sighted undor the surface entangled
L: the shroud lnes. There wns no chance of survival, An unsuccossful attempt
«:8 made to recover the body. ITJG S, W. BRRRY, VF 194 and IT3G J, P, COOPWR,
Vi 194, were foroed to make emergency landings at King 18 and King 50 respoctively,
203G COOPMR suffered mirior wounds about the face. Othor planes received flak
damage but returned safely. A total of 89 sortics were flown scoring 74 rail cuts,
destroying 2 railread bridgee and 6 trucks.

3»22-52¢ Alr operations were continued as scheduleds The night heckler flight
7as cancelled due to inolement weathor. WNSIGN K, A, SCHWCKTER, VF 194, received
Tacaritiong abBort Yhe fanm wtmm o AL ol aTT om e odramd o3 Lt o o wd ML am s
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324~ 528 Air ope_ra.tions were cahcolled due to incleoment woathor,

325523 Adr operations resumed, but wonther conditions nllowed only ono ovent.
4 total of 207sortics were flown destroying 25 buildings and starting fires in g
Inmbar storage arcd.

3-26- 521 Alr oporetione resumed as schoduleds Two plancs suffored flak
dumage, but roturned safely aboard. 4 total of 88 sortics wore flown georing
1.3 mil cuts, '

3~27-52t Alr oporations continued as schodulod, A total of 6 plancs sufforad
flok damago. TNSIGN J. L AKAGL, VP 194, hit by AA, was forced to land at King 14,
4 total of 90 sortios wore flown scoring 99 rail euts, destroying 9 trucks and
10 mildingse

3-28- 521 Air oporations continucd ns scheduleds 4 total of 4 planes sufferod
flak damage but all returncd safely aboard, 89 sortios worso flown scoring 62
rail cuts, destroying 10 trucks, 7 gun positions and 7 mailroad bridges and
by-passns.

329~ 521 Roplenished at seae

3-30- 523 Air oporatilons wore rosumed ag schedulod. A total of 6 plancs
suffared flak damagea Dur to such damage, ENSIGN N, ®, SITRRRIT, VF 653 wag
forced to ditch his F4J in Wonsan Harbor, Tho pilot was immediatoly roscued by
tho hollcoptor from BEITING (LST-799) and suffored no injuriess THNSIGN F, C.
JOHNSON, VF 194, was forced to land at King 18, All the other planes roturmod
infoly aboards & total of 89 sorties wore flown scoring 144 mil outs. This
is claimod as o rocord number of cuts scored by ons carrier for one day's
uporations. One locomotive, 19 trucks, 3 rail by-passes and 1 rail bridgoe wero
1 .gtroyed.

3-31~ 524 Alr operations continmed, Tho night hocklor flight wna canceolled dun
to Inelomont weathors Two plancs suffored flak demage but both returned safely
iboard, A total of 85 sortics wore flowm scoring 111 reil cuts and destroying
3 trucks, 22 buildings, 10 rail road bridgos and 4 mil by-pasgsces

4~1«52¢ Air oporations wore hampored due to inoloment veathor conditions,
Uowevor, 54 sorties were flowm scoring 27 rail cuta and destroying 5 railroad
L/passess A total of 3 planes suffored flak damago, but all roturned safely
'j.bOB.rdc

4=2~ 528 Replenished at sen. Dopartod Task Force 77 for port at Yokosuka,, -
J‘}.pﬂng

4-3-523 The ship conductod two domage control battlo problems plus engincering,
~1C, and communicntions drills while onroute to porte

4l 528 ATrivod at Yokosuka, Japan for a period of maintenanco and upkoops
LRT ITT
RMANCE OF O E_MAT L AND =QUIPM
“o Sumundtion Fxpondods
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Napalm 127

20mm Ammunition 200, 300

+ 50 Cal, Ammuniticn 245,480

51 /ag Cal, Ad 136

AOmm 03.10 AL 80’?
BATTLR DAMAGE

Sy Qﬂmgg to Sbinl
Hoavy woathor oncountered 23 thrmit 25 March 1952 eausod thn following damngos
ne 40mp Mounts 1 & 2s

Both radar antennas wore ripped off and broken, One ring sight ws
brokon. Loading platforms were bent,.

b. Diractors 1 & 2 (for 4Om Mougta 1 & 2):

Diroctor stations wore flooded and radar scts damageds Some of the
cquipment 1s sanlvagoablo.

Cs MLQQMMQM’

Tho rivetod doublor plates, vhich socure the port forward "H' bean -
stanchion to tho undor side of tho flight deck fArdor, all the 3oy formmnrd on the
forocagtle, woere shoarcds This "H" beam supports the formrd pJ%E osorner of
tho flight decks The two formard tmnsverse bents on the forscastle had thoir
wobs dishod aft approciably on the starboard sidoe

de ﬁii.amlhmns

Two ports wore stova in in offienr®s country. Soveral smll soctions of
flight deck eatwmlk wore carried away or badly twisted, Limit switchos on the
port jot blast defloctor shorted and allowed tho motor to ovor=run, bracking the
holst cables Gasolino plping between stations 1 and 2, Flight Dock, was torn
‘oogo from its supporting brackets, _

8. Damage to Airerfis

No. of Plancs Iypos Causcg
32 FOF.2 Tneny anti-aireraft firec.
1 FOF. oF Tnomy anti~-aircermaft firo.
16 ' FiU-4 Bnemy anti=airemft firc.
4 J AP Bnemy anti-airernft firce
18 4D-2(3) Enomy anti-aircraft fira.
1 AD-4L Tnony antieairerft fire,
4 AD= 2L Bnemy anti-aireraft fire,

C. Igss of dircrafts
Dote Sguadron Type  Bu. Moo Caugag
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D. Domage inflicted on Fnomys
Destroyed Dapaged

Trucks 120 7
Tarks 2 2
Oxearts 120

Hiwmy Bridges 6 2
Supply Dumps 7 4
Miel Dumps 2 A
Ammo Dumps 2

Factories 4 6
Berracks and Buildings 152 190
Warchouses 5 23
Gun Tmplacements 42 2
Lumbor Pilos 25
Wagons 2

Oxen : 76

Boats 155 240
Bunkors 5

Marshalling Yards 20
RR Bridges 36 15
iR Cars i70 132
RR By-Passcs 35 9
Highway By-Passocs 6

Roundhousos 2
Bulldozers 2
Rail Cuts 1,615 -

Crang 1

Repair Depot 2

Mines 1
Troops _ 601

The above mentioned table represents a conservative cstimate of the actual
damage inflicated on the cnemy during this operational period. Only thoso
anstances wheore the damage could be assossed by the pilot were usged in compiling
thig table, There were many attacks whore the results wero ochscured and could
not be assesseds Thero was no close zir support flown during this poricd.

4» Eorformancot

During this oporating period the average-on-board count of personnel wms ™ ~
1965, which number was satisfactorys The total losses for various rensons wore
24; this wms offsot by 73 gains, Twonty (20) men were awmy on tomporary additional
quty and 8 absent on loave.

Tho critical shortage of potty officors contimucs in the Gumnery, Conmunie
2ations, ®lectronies, and Engincering ratings. Wery offort is being made to
osrogecute a vigorous on~board training program to train lower ratings to per-
form the agsignments of these higher rates which are and will raemein critieal,

Ba Horaloes
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RITY INFORMATION

Sunday, in additlon to dzily Roman Catholic Mass and the evohing prayer, arc
now conducted,

Mail sorvice hag been satisfactory. It has boen improved for this pericd
on tho lino by the addition of delivory of sccond class mattor, cnabling the
onjoyment of rolatively rocont periodicals,

The usc of the 1 MG ecircuit to broadeast through the ship a summery of the
day's combat operations, which practiece this ship insugurated in 1950 and found
w0 be highly successful 1s being continucd, In this way members of the shipls
company not angaged in flight deck operations are mado aequainted with the rosult
of tho strikes carriod out by mombers of the Air Group. In addition, the REO
system offers continuous progranms throughout the day and evoening over tuo channal -
One channel earrics Amod Forces Radio Frograms, the other live and transeribed
programs originating in the ship’s breadcasting bootha An officer with cxpericnes
-in broadeasting has bech assigned the collatoral duty of suporvising those pro-
grans, The inadoquacy in number of RBO spoakors available (23 for the antirg
ship) limits the offectivencss of this program, Corraspondonce is being pro-
pared to recommend to BuShips that more RBO outlcts be provided,

In port the ship offors opportunitics for athletics, motion picturcs, and a
generous liberty policys Personncl are afforded leave privileges at reost hotols
“0 the fullest possible extont,

Do Bublic Ipformation Officor

It is recommended that, while the ship is doployed, a Journnlist rating
sorve aboard to assgist the PI0, It is considored that this professional assistanc
is necessary to keep the public adeguately informed of the numcrous ovents
oecurring aboard a carricr., Correspondcnce to rocormend this provision in the
~nlistod personnel allowance will be submittod,

%. Caguglitiog:

IT Bull Leroy WRIGHT, USNR, 325815/1315, VF 653, On 11 March 1952, whils
flying an FiU, purposc 1T1, causec TARE, he parichuted from the planc at low
1Ititude and struck the ground with partially openoed burning parachute, IT
WRIGHT wms roported killed in action.

LIJG Alan (n) HOFF, USN, 466541/1310, VF 111, On 11 March 1952, whilec flying
an FOF-2F, purpose V1, causc TARE., Tho plane rolled over afber being hit by
al fire and dove into ground, oxploding on impact, LIJG HOFF was roported killed
in action,

ICDR Horbert Ioster BASLER, Jr., USN, 165577/1310, VF 52, On 17 March 1952,
while flying an F9F-2, purposc 1T1, causc TiRE, his planc was hit by AL fire
shilc attacking an &4 position. Tho sireraft crighed into side of hill in
shallow dive, oxploding on impact, LCDR BASLER yns roported killed in action,

LIJG Charles Glasgow STRAHLEY, USN, 513261/1310, VF 52, On 21 March 1952,
while flying an F9F-2, purpose 171, cange TARE, Shortly after being hit by Ad
fire tho airernft eaught fire. The pilot parachuted ovor mteor, but failed to
vlear chuto after a wator landing, ITJG STRAHLEY ws reperted killed in aection,
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NIORIATION

On 22 and 23 March, the strongost winds and highost seas of the period
wore cneounterod, with maximum winds of 50 to 55 knots with gusts to. 65 knots,
Theso winds resulted from a weak low contor moving into the Soa of Japan from
southorn Manchuria on 22 March, deeoponing rapidly, and accelerating, Tarly on -
24 Mareh the low centor had moved castward out of the Sca of Japan and the winds
“aeronsed to near normal, but a northoastorly swell of 5 to 10 foot continund
throughout the day, decreasing to 2 to 5 foct on the 25th,

(1) Communigntiongs

Facsinile (Acrology Leboratory)s The rrcoption has continued to in-
prova over that of the first and socond ocporating periodse.

Rediotclotypot Recoption was averago.

Radio (OW Radio)s CW reccplion of weather wms fair to averages

(2} Rogomnendations:

Samo as subnitted in Action Roport of 7 Dacombor 1951 thru 19 Jan-
uary 1952,

be Airx Intelligoncas

During the period of this roport an inercased mumber of 37om positlons
wore noted en the main rail lincs botwoon Hamhung and VWonsan, Compariaon of
photography indicates that those additional guns (approximitely 8 I7mnm positions)
woro removod from rails running immodiately wost from Kowone Generally, 37mm
positions ~ro locatod on epposite sides of the rails ang gpaced from 2 to 3
miles aparte Iatost photographs show the concontmtion to be on the ril lines
from Yonghung south to Wonsan and at the railroad bridge immedintely south of
the city of Hamhunge As the previous reports indicato mobility of theec
positions point out the neccessity of obtaining late photographic covorago on all
heavily dofonded rail lines prior to strikes. :

Coordinnted avonts wore schoduled designod to suppress flak along cortain
sclected sectors of rail in advance of a rmil-cutting cvent. Consideration wms
7ivon to (1) tho best section of track to be hit, (2% varying typc of ordnance,
{3) annotated photographs pin-peinting flak positions within offoctive range of
tho seloctod soctor of track, and (4) the air space involved over the area. -
Rosults have boon satisfactory, and indieations arc that rore use of coordinatoed
striko type of flak suppression will be ubilized as the situation dictates,

The ostablishment of the Air Navigation Offics, loeatsd at ComFairdii,
Atsugi, has groatly aided in matters of supply. It is rocommended thot Air

intolligence personncl, upon arrival in the forward area, become porsonally
1equaintoed with this facillity and the services it affords.

co Combnt Inforpation Contop:
(1) Badars:

During this poriod all radars operitod normally and wore availablo
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RM4 TION
(2) Copmunigationat

Commuriientions wero generally satisfactory and range on FAD nots s
~xecllont. Thoro is #ti1l a congidorable anmount of cross-talk on the AN/ARCg
in CIC and also on primary and sccondary tactical and CI primary. It has beon
obsorvad that upon joining the Task Forée for tho first timo or rejoining from
sord all ships, ineluding this one, have considerable communications trouble
nich rosults in a goneral delay in passing of information when speod in nost
inportant. This occurs in spito of in-port proventation maintconancos

(3) Flag Oporationss
CIC functionod as Flag CIC for Task Forec 77 during this poriods

de Communicationat

Rrdic communications contimuod to bo satisfactory in the main, As in _
proceding periods, the voluno of traffic taxed thHe capacity of available porson-
nel and oquipment. A total of 22,847 mossages were handled in Redio I during
tho poricd 5 March through 1 April, of which 3,838 wore trananittod and 19,009
woro receiveds Numerous froquoncy shifts were roquirsd dally, a total of 280
for the pericd being accomplished by Badio IT and 359 by Radio IIl.

 Tho woar and tear on oquipnont from constant usage is boginning te bo
manifostod in More frequont bronkdowns and failurcs of oquipnents. In~port
periods pormit only the sceomplishnont of omergency ropadrs and replaconents of
worn-out clomonts,

Tho problen creatod by the shortage of qualified personnol remaing critical
and will bo intonsifiocd by additional lossos during tho noxt two nonthse Non-
ratnd men aré showing constant and satiefactory improvenment. Howevor, it will
bo impossiblo for theii to obtain sufficiont training and oxpericnce to becomo
qualificd watch standors to roplace lossos of ratod persomel as thoy occurs

The following rocomnmendations arc made in tho intorbst of inmproving
sonmindeations and adapting mossage traffic to the limitations of personncl
and oguipment, K

(1) Sonding spoed of Badic Guam or the GFORGE FOX should be slowed to
18 words por minutec. Strikors ara unable to copy FO¥. achodules at the present
spced which varics from 22 to 28 words per minute, but they can qualify very
quickly to copy ‘tho recommendod spocde At prosent many operntors in smaller
ships aro unable to copy ab the oxisting rote of sonding and roguest numerous
rotransmissions or repotitions from this ship and other larger shipa. j

(2) Division of long daily summary rcporks into severnl short messages \
sont at intervals would increased accuracy, scourity and speode If this nothod
of handling is not foasibls, such long roport should be brokon into parbs, cach ‘
of which parts should be sent as 2 scparato message. The daily OPSUM eneryptod
and trnsmitiod by the communications organization of this ship as flagship - E
for OTF 77 has to bo ro-oneryptod or retransmitted in full or in part an avernge ;
of 5 or 6 times dailx\aa a rosult of requost for services recoived fron

addrosscna,

(3) CTF 77 should be assigned a BATT eircuit with Radic Guam, 4ll shipe
B . N n - e T T T MRS B 0 R ok, e Yok 1)
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cs £hoto Intorprototions

The purposes of acrial photography flown during tho operating period wora
for (1) flak studics, (2) damage assessmont, (3) target search, wnd (4) eall
i hoto gmphy.

Tho production of flak studics or "Touraids" continusd during thig pericd.
“lic preparation of a route flak study nocossitatos sovernl runs along the routo
-5 a preferable scale of 1/5000 to 1/6000. The nunber of runs roquired vary it
she routs under study. Genermlly, routes with heavy flak will roquire throo
cuns, while two runs are adequato for routes of light flak., A small &eala strip
along tho route has proven to be necassary in the prepamtion of mosaic for
flak gtudics. This is due to differenco in sealo of the parallel large seale
strips and the scmetimos lack of nocossary side 1np,

¥

Goverage at lenst onee a wock along the hoavy flak routes in considored
the ninimun necessary to maintain flak studles up-to-dates Recont studies are
hecoesary whanever flak suppression strikcs are planned.

Most 37mm A/W positions are in two or four-gun positions stratogically
located for commanding fire over the target aren. Tho patieorn of the pun
arrangenent is governed by terrain and insofar as possible will bo in a box or
diamond arrangements Four gun positions invariably show a director position.,

Inrgo nunbars of ompty positions for A/W guns aro prescnt, There is
little difficulty in dotermining that an %/7 position is onpty but earoful study
is nocossary to locata new 4/% positions when camouflage is practiceds Trck
netivity and diffleulty in adoguately hiding an 4/ gun should nade loeation of
<11l such pguns possible,

Locntion of aetive light A positions presont the grontost probloms Other
then noting the gun in a position, trnck activity is most important in indicating
that the position is active.

Moro thorough training in flak identification is reconnonded for all photn
intorpretors prior to assignment to this thentar.

Inerensing attention has been given to target scarch, The use of civilian
~nd damage shop and factory type buildings for nilitary purpeses is most ofton
indicated by track activity, Inereising attontion should bo given to drck
activity indicative of a military target.

The FOF-2 is rostrictrd to the K-17 camera earrying a maxinum cone of
12", This necessitatos tho pillot flying at low altitudes to obtain nocessnry
coverage adequate for flak interprotation. The loss of one F9F-2F and pheto
pllot during this operotion period cccurrod on such a mission. Frior to tho
1ssigiment of the F2H {Banshoo) for photo roconmaissanco wrk, it is gtrongly
racorimonded that afi modifieation of the FOF-2¢ be carried out te cnable the
plane to earry caneras of grestor foeal length, reducing the necessity of the
planes flying ot lowor altitudes where their vulnembility to Ad fire is much
greater. In addition a viow finder, such as was provided the F6F-% in World
dor IL, should be provided tho F9F-2P, Although newer models of photographic
VF configurmtions will carry camomsg of greator foeal lenrth and bo eotionad -
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of readiness which would bo difficult or impossible to attain undor a less
vigorous training progralte Wery effort should be made to exploit opportunities
for this type of drlll before enboring & combat areas Wnep this ship first
“rrived in the combat area for this tour (the ship's third) difficulty wns
sxperienced in aequiring job targots. -

RITY INFORMATION

Two AL firing exercises were conducted during the pericd of this reporte
An 3 March 195 firing sxcroises were conducted by the 50 /38 and 40mm battories
against a towed slewve naking UNCLE type turns with good resultse On 2 April
1952 firing exercises wore conducted by the five inch and 40mn batteries against
a towed sleave making GRORGE type rune with excellont resultsa Three out of
eight sleeves wors degtroyed, hits were scored on two other runss

b, Maberialdt

Gonsiderable storm demagoe Wb raceived by 40mm mounts one znd two, loeated
on the bow, and thelr associated fire control equipment during o period of heavy
weather 23=24 March 1952 Both radar antonnae, Mk 4 Mod 1 wore broken off their
mounts, requiring srentual replacement of the antennae 2nd the Mk 25 antennm
mountss The radar sots in the radar gontrol rooms wero dnmaged by sall wter and
1ost of the wiring between the radar rooms and the mounts was damageds AL glec-
trical equipment on the mounts was damaged, and ninor gtractural damnge was
incurreds ALl damage except to the radar was repairable b ship's compony, bub
the radar repair will require yoplacement cquipnent not readily availablee It
is recormended that songidoration be given to replacing the Mk 51 Mod 6 (Mx 63
director) GFGS on these mounts with W 51 Mod GFCS, Storm damage to equipment in
ihig loecation must expected, the simpler non-blind firing system will suffer
1ess damage and be easier to repalr than the present equipment , thereby resulting
in o major saving of money and the time of skilled olectreonic tochnicinngs Tho
systom, also, would be out of commission for shorter time after damage, IO~
wlting in a higher dogree of readinesss This will be the subjoct of spocial
correapondencos. :

ce Replonishment ab Seat

The third roplenishment gtation between ammunition ghip and carrier—a
wire highline from #4, cargo hateh to the hangar opening ab frame 7l 8 R80d
suocessfully during ganch raplenishmm‘b. The rvig wa strengthened at the carrier
ond by rigging a five point bridle with two legs to henvy padeyes inboard in the
hangar overhead, two legse to the regular highline padeyes, and one leg to a deck
padeyes It is sstimated that this rig ig safe for 2000 pounds 1onds. The most
succeasful trnsfor of 29 March added 117 short tons per hour bo the overall
loading ratee

C. HNoyizatdon:

a. Ship Contxols

in addition to the Officer of the Deck and Junlor 0fficer of the Deck this
ghip has used & third officer as part of the underway bridge wateh who acts as
TACTIGAL COMMUNICATOR, Among his duties ares (1) prompt delivery of all in-
coming TBS traffic as received on primary and gecondary tactical clrcuits, (2)
preparation and transmigsion of outgoind signals, (3} translaticn of all general
and tactical signale roceived, (4) maintenance of a complete log of all trans-
glgnals Iobus’ B by ietady of tacticnl publieations, voice call

. [ MLy
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Do didr. Groups -

The ship concurs with the comments contained in enclosure (1) in their
" gntirety,

2, During the first two weeks of operntions light winds prevailed throughout
the period. Thils necessitated considernble high speed running and mancuvering
2f the Tagk Forces COTF 77 saent to TF 77 the following messege:

PTHW PAST TWO WEEK PURIOD OF OPWRATIONS HLS BREN AN EXCELLENT ONE. WHILR
I0W WINDS DURING AIMOST THR WNTIRE PERICD FORCED MUCH HIGH SpWED RUNNING THYRR
W3 A COMMWNDABLE IACK OF STEAMING CASUAITIRS, RECLENISHM™NT OPERATIONS WERE
SHARTIY CONDUCT®D, THY RWSULT CF AIR OPRRATIONS IN TERMS OF DAMAGE TC THE ENWMY
ABLCHTWD NWW HIGHS, SURFACE GUNFIRE SUCCRSSFULLY CONTRIBUTRED TO TH® TOLL. WRLL

DON% TO ALL HANDS,*

OSCAR ¥ WDERSON

_D '
CNO EE advanceg

CINCRACFIT {5 advance;
COMAIRPAC (10 advance
COMFATRATAMEDA

CINCPACFIT WAILUATION GROUP
CONSW BNTHFIT {1 advance)
CTF 77 (2 advance)
COMCARDIV ONE

COMCARDIV THRER

USs w3SEE (CV-9)

USS BON HOMM™ RICHARD (CV-31)
USS ANTIRIAM {GV-36)

USS PHILIFPIN® 8T (CV-47)
USS PRINCETON (GV-37)

USS BOLER (V-21)

USS KPARSARGE (CV-33)

VG 2

WG 5

VG 11

VG 15

VG 19

VG 101

CVG 102

ATG 1

NAVAL VAR COLLWGE {2)
COMFAIRJAP

COMSERFAC
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