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Ref': (a} OPNAV Instruction 3480.5 dated 1 July 1952
~Encl: (1) Commander, CATG ONE conf ltr ser 05 dated 27 Feb 1952 ¢.\3

1« In accordance with reference {a), the &ction Report for the
pericd of 30 January through 22 February 1952 is hereby submitted:

PART T

COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES_AND MISSION

In complience with CTF 77 dispatch 162350Z of January 1952,
the USS VALLEY FORGE (CV-45), CAPTAIN OSCAR PEDERSON Commanding,
with ComCarDiv FIVE (REAR ADMIRAL F.W. MC MAHON) embarked,
departed Yokosuka, Japan, for the operating orea od 30 Jenuary
1952, :

On 1 February 1952 the USS VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) joined Task
Force 77 close to the 38th Parallel on the east coast of Korea,
The Task Force was commanded by REAR ADMIRAL JOHN PERRY, ComCarDiv
ONE, aboard the USS ESSEX (CV-9) and operated under Task Force 77
Operation Order 22-51 (2nd Revision) dated 6 December 1951, It was
composed of USS ESSEX (CV.9), USS ANTIETAM (CV-36), USS VALLEY
FORGE (CV-45), USS 8T PAUL (C4-73), USS RADFORD (DDE-446), USS
O'BANNON (DDE-450), USS FLETCHER (DDE-445), USS H.J. THOMAS
(DIR-833), USS SHELTON (DD-790), USS J.E. KYES (DD-787), USS S.N.
MOORE {DD-747) and USS MADDOX {DD-731).

On 20 February 1952 the USS VALLEY FORGE departed Task Force 77
in accordance with ComTask Force 77 dispatch 1602267 and arrived
in Yokosuka, Japan 22 February 1952 for a period of maintenance
and upkeep, '

The mission of Tesk Foree 77 was as follows:

(1) Conduct asir operations from an operating area off the
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(k) Provide air spot to bombardment foreces when directed,

SECURITY INFORMATION

{(5) Conduct photo and visual reconnsissance as required,

(6) Coordinste air operations with the 5th Air Forece through
J0oC, Korea,

(7) Bxchenge intelligence information with friendly naval
forces engaged in surface interdiction oparations on the
east coast of Kores,

Commender Carrier 4ir Task Group ONE is CDR C.H. CR4BILL, Jr.,
USN. The Group had the following on-board count of pilots and air-
craft . at the beginning of Tlight operations on 2 February 1952,

SQUADRON NO. QF PILOTS NO. OF ATIRCRALFT

VF 52 22 13 FOF-2

VF 111 23 14 FQFa2

VF 194 _ 27 8 4D~2 7 AD~3

VF 653 26 17 FLU-L

VC 3 (Detachment 5 3 FLU-5N

vC 11 gDetachment 5 3 AD-LW

VC 35 (Detachment) 5 1L AD-AN 3 AD-LNL
2 4D=2Q

VC 61 EDetacb_ment) A 3 FOF..2P

HU 1 ({Detachment) _2 1 HO 38

TOTLL 119 75

PART IT
CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS

1~30-52: A4t 0800 the ship departed Yokosuks for the operating
area,

1~31-52: The ghip was cenroute to the operating area, Ship-
voard training exercises were conducted,

2ela52: Replenishment-day. The ship joined Task Force 77,

ReZwb5214 Alr operations were conducted for the first day of
the present period, LCDR W.H, ROGERS, VC 11 Detachment and two
Crewmen narrowly ascaped a seriocus accident when the catapult ring
vroke during turnup, end the ice~covered deck denied the full use
2. brekes, Their 4D-4W made a power take-off in only 137 feet of
ieck space, actually touched the water off the bow, but remasined
“irborne and completed the sssigned mission, LT R. HERM_N, VF 653,
ditched his FLU within the landing pattern of the ship when his
blane caught fire as he was returning to the ship for landing, He
was recoverasd by the VALLEY FORGE helicopter, suffering mild shock, -
exposure, and minor burns about the face., LTJG P,P, PIERSON, VF 653,
attempting a normal desk-run teke-off in his MU, engaged his tail
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SICURITY !HQORMATION :

2-3-52: Air operntions continued. A total of 83 sorties were
flown, LTJG N,J, JOHNSON, VF 194, was shot down in his AD by flek
just south of Hungnam. He was rescued in good condition by Monte
Carlo helicopter {BELTING (L3T 799)) about 45 minutes later,

T R,S. GEFFEL, VF 653, was hit by flsk near Hungnam but managed to
sontinue his flight to Wonssn Harbor where he ditched his FAU. He
vags picked up uninjured by the - BELTING (LST 799} helicopber, .
~ccord number of 80 rail cuts were made this date, Six bridges wers
ijestroyed, end s small village containing military supplies was
hombed, Numerous secondary explosions were noted and severe fires
burned for several hours afterwerds. At least 10 large storage
buildings were completely destroyed. 4 total of 50 sorties were
flown. 51 rail cuts were made in addition to other interdiction
destruction of targets of opportunity.

2-8-52: uair operations began with = dawn launch of a RESCAP

to cover the USS ROCHESTER (CA 124) helicopter's attempt to rescue
1LTIG H,E. ETTINGER, VC 35 Detachment, He had been shot down 13
Decémber 1951 in the Kojo area south of Wonsan end was now in the
hends of friendly guerrills forces, Information received indicated
he was in dire need of medical attention, On the first attempt the
relicopter from USS ROCHESTER (C4i 124) crashed at the scene. During
RUSCAP operation LT M,P, MC KENNA, VC 3 Detachment, wes hit by flak
end was last seen heading his FLU-5N secaward over Kojo Bay. LT MC
YTINNA is listed as missing in sotion, Five of the
six planes on the RESCAP were hit by flek, LT M.E, SCHLUTIR, VC 35
Tietachment, was forced to land at K-50; 21l other prooceeded to K-18.
on a second sttempt made immediately after word wos received of the
misfortune of the first helicopter, the helicopter from BELTING
(LST 799) was badly damaged by flak snd forced to return to the
- USS ST PAUL {Ca 73?. Rescue atbtempts at this scene were suspended

for the remainder of the day., At about the same %ime, approximetely
20 miles west of Xowon, ENSIGN M,S, BROOMHE.LD, VF 194, was shot
iown by flek and crash-landed his AD on a mountain side, 4 RESCAP
wog immediately formed snd meintained over him., He appeared to be
5adly hurt about the legs, The helicopler from the USS MANCHESTER
'0L-83) attempted to rescue him but unfortunately erashed at the
scene, Later, two people were observed carrying a third person up
+he hillside, & second helicopter furnished by JOC Korea arrived
syproximately 2 hours later but intense flak high head winds, 2nd
approeching darkness foreced him to retire with no success, Rescue
operations were then suspended for the day. Relatively 1libttle
demage was inflicted on the chneny due to diversion of most events
%o RESCHLP., 4 total of 70 missions were flown, '

2.9-52: Task Force 77 replenished at sea, At dawn 8 props were
“aunched to search the rescue areas of the previous day. The planes
spereted from K-18 to take maximum advantage of daylight. No
activity was noticed at either area, i1l signs indicated the proba-
ble eapture of ZNSIGN BROOMHEAD and the two helicopter craswmen
with him, ENSIGN BROOMHE:D is listed as missing in action,

2-10-52: Air operations resumed, LT R, TLYLOR, V€ 3 Detachment
was hit by flsk and 1l2nded his bedly damaged FAU-SN at K~18, 4 total
of 79 sortles were flown on which 49 rail cuts were made,

5_11_82. A3ir operations eontinued. 74 missions were flown
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2~13-52: Tesk Force 77 replenished at sea,

2-14-52: Air operations resumed but were cancelled in the
anrly afternoon because of unfavorable weether. 4 total of 32
sorties were flown and 35 rail cuts were scored., The Skyraiders
and Corseirs destroyed 4 bridges during the morning operstions,

2-.15-52: 4ir operations were cancelled because of unfavorable
weather.,

2~16~52: Air operations were cancelled becauss of unfavorable
weather,

2-17-52: With the advent of good flying weather, air operations
ware resumed, A4 total of 75 sorties were flown. The score for the-
day read: 97 rail cuts, 3 locomotives destroyed, 28 troops killed,
22 oxcarts destroyed and 5 RR bridges badly damaged.

2~.18-52: Air operations continued. 76 missions were flown
scoring & total of 46 rail cuts. The VALLEY FORGE and PHILIPPINE
SE4A teamed up on a special mission against a barracks concentration
at Pungsan, The resultant score was 45 buildings destroyed, 20
soverely damaged snd 18 received minor damsge,

2-19.52¢ Alr operations continued, 68 sorties were flown, :
scoring 75 rnil cuts, killing 121 troops, destroying 21 buildings,
15 oxearts, 4 RR bridges; and inflicting other minor damage, LTJIG
D.F, TATUM, VF 52, was last seen as he crashed his FOF into a
mountain following a glide bombdblng run on a rail cut., His plane
exploded upon impact and LTIG TATUM is listed killed in actlion, His
aireraft is presumed to have been hit by flak, LT W.P, JOHNSON, VI
111, ditched his FOF near the ship because of a flame-out and was
picked up by VALLEY FORGE helicopter,

2-20.52: Task Force 77 replenlished at sea and upon being re-
lieved by the USS ESSEX (CV-9) and USS ANTIETAM (CV-36), the

VLLLEY FORGE together with the PHILIPPINE SES4 departed for port
at Yokosuka, Japan,

PLRT TIT
PERFORMANCE OF ORDN/ANCE MATERIL (ND EQUIPMENT

L. Ammunition Bxpendedi

2,000# G,P., Bombs 15
1,000# G.P. Bombs 479
500# G.,P. Bombs 112
250# G.P. Bombs 1,810
100# G.P,., Bombs 1,102
5" HVAR Rocketls ' 250
Flerss. (Mark 5 & 6) 86
Nepalm 45
220/260# Frag 48
20mm Ammunition 80,200
«50 Cal, Ammunition 106,460
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Damage to Airerafb:

No._of Planes

5
18
2
18
1
1

Loss of Alrcraft:

Types

FLU=L
AD-2(3)
AD-LNL
FoF-2
FQF-2P
FLU- 5N

Causes

anti-aircraft fire.
snti-airecraft fire.
anti-aireraft Tire,
anti-aireraft fire,
anti-aircraft fire.
anti-gireraft fire,

Enemy
Enemy
Enemy
Enemy
Enemy
Enemy

Dats Squadyren Type Pu,No, Causes

2-2 VF 653 FLU-L g2038 On fire from fuel leak. Di bched.

22 VF 653 FLU-4 97277 Creshed on take-off and burned.

' Jettisioned.,

2.3 VF 653 FLU-L 81764 Enemy LA fire, Ditched 2t sea,

2~3 VE 194 AD-3 122269 Enemy Ah Tire, Crashed in enemy
territory.

2=k vE 194 AD=2 122327 Enemy A4 fire, Ditched at sea,

2-8 YF 194 4D-3 122842 ZEnemy A4 fire, Creshed in enemy
tarritory.

2-8 vC 3 FLU-5N 124495 BEnemy 44 fire. Missing in setion.

2-19 VF 11l F9F-2 127165 Enemy A4 fire. Crashed into
mountain,

2-1g VP 52 F9F-2 127203 Flame out, Ditched at sea,

Deamage inflicted on Fnemy:

Trucks

Cars
Locomotives
Oxcarts
Factorlies
Warehouses

Destroyed

Barracks and Buildings

Gun Emplacements

Cxen
Villages
Bunkers

RR Cars

RR Bridges
RR By-passes

Observation Post

Lumber Plles
M/Y Yerds
Rail Cuts

Troops Killed

The above mentioned table represents

Damaged

61
1

3
60
0
b
109 b
18
29
0
2
46 b
15
12
1
30
25
- 691
171

=
O OwWun

OOCOOOMNONOR DO

a conservative estimate

of the actual damage inflicated on the enemy during thls operatione:

period, Only
by the pllot

those instances whers the damege
were used in compiling this table, There werses many

eould be assessed
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PART V_
PERSONNEL

3. Performance:

Personnel performence continued to be excellent, Likewise, mox:s?
~f the ship's compsany continued high,

The saverage on-board count of enlisted personnel during the
operating periocd was 1892, of which 32 were away on temporary
additional duty and 10 away from the ship on emergency lcave, The
total losses for various causes were 22, fifteen of which were
petty officer retlngs. The totael gains were 46, all of which weres
non-rated personnel, which were badly needed. The petty officer
shortages in the electronies, enginsering, gunnery, &nd communicatic.-
ratings continues critieal, A vigorous on-the-job training program
for non-rated men snd third class petty officers is being proscouted
by all Departments, Likewise, each Department is examining personnel
duty assignments to ensure the most efficicnt employment of person-
nel to cbtain the meximum savings in man-hours,

The comments in the last VALLEY FORGE Action Report concerning
tile assignment of a Protestent and s Catholic chaplain to CV's
Cevloyed in 2 combat ares still apply., It 1s noted with apprecistion
what a Cathollic chaplein is being assigned to the ship. During this
paeriod, to meet the lack of a Catholic chaplain for Sunday servieces,
the exchange of Protestant and Catholic cheplains by helicepter
between this ship and the PHILIPPINE SEi and ANTIETLM was carried
out when in oompany. The response of the respective shipl's companize
wag enthusiastic. Our practice of the delivery of a brief prayer
vy the ship's chaplain st tatbtoo each evening, over the IMC circuiy,
was continued., Comments received indicated an appreciative respona. .

3, Recrecation:

The daily progrem of seven showings of motion pietures was
sontinued for a total of 168 showings for this period.

A daily program of recorded music, news broadcests, miscellanecus
interviews, and re~broade~st of Armed Forces Radio programs from
Tokyo was carried out over the ship¥s RBO system,

The hobby shop progrem was sustained throughout the period, with
rewarding results,

4 staff was appointed sand work was begun on 2 ship's ecruise
book, The printing will be done in Tokyo in =ccordance with arrange..
ments coneluded by the ship's Chaplaein during the last in-port
period in Yokosuke,

When the ship returned Yokosukz, full sdvantage was taken by
officers and enlisted men of the rest hotels in the area; 1t is
considered highly beneficial for the maximum number of the Alr
Oroup to get off the ship and go to 2 rest camp for a porticn of
each in-port period, More applicants for this valuable form of
racrant? Aan Than raosarvetions alwsve exist.
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More athletic facilities are needed in the Yokosuks ares,
Although athletic facilities do exist they ares not believed adequate
for both shore-based activities 2nd ship personnsl, In particular,
more basketball courts, volleyball courts, softball and baseball
diamonds are needoed, At present there are no handball or squash
courts. An indoor swimming pool is needed not only for recreation,
but for survival training and swimming instruction, It is believed
that the addition of more athletic facilities will do much toward
reducing further the V,D. rate, The present leck of athletic
facilltles makes it difficult for AIRPAC units to carry out the
AIRPAC Inter/Intra-Mural Athletic Program,

C. Mail:

During this operating period the capascity of the Post Office
was increased considerably by a modification which consisted of mov-
ing the inboard bulkhead further inboard and by providing storage
space Tor meil bags under the ventilation trunk adjoining the Post
Of fice, Rearrangement of the lighting fixtures resulted in improved
lighting, The speed and efficiency of mail handling has been
noticeably improved by these simple expedients,

Only 97 bags of U,S, Maill were rcceceived on this ship during the
entire period of thls operation, Few, if any, addressed newspapers
and megazinea were delivered in the operating ares, No mail wsas
sent to the operating aree during the last week of operations for
delivery to this,ship, although 10 bags previously dispatohed and
held by one of the replsenishment ships was delivered on 20 Feb 1952,

D, Oasuslities:

LT John Patrick MC XENNA, VC 3 Detachmsnt, 460267/1315, USNR.
On 8 Feb 1952, while flying an F4U-4, purpose 1X3, cause TARE, he
was last seen heading south over Kojo Bay, North Korea, LT MC KENNA
was reported missing in action.

ENSIGN ‘Marvin "S" BROOMHE~D, VF 194, 538977/1325, USNR. On
8 Feb 1952, while flying an 4D, purpose 1T1l, cause TARE, he crash
landed in remote area of enemy territory thirty miles northwest
Wonsan, Korea, He was known to be alive, but injured, on that date.
ENSIGN BROOMHE/D was reported missing in sctlon,

ENSTIGN Richard Delbert JENSEN, VF 653, 537907/1325, USNR. On
11 Feb 1952 whlle flying an F4U, purpose 1T1l, oausc TLRE, he cerashed
l.5 miles southeast of Munchon, North Korea, His plane was seen to
explode upon impact with ground, He was reported as killed in
action.

LTJG David Franklin TATUM, VF 52, 506484/1315, USNR. On 19
Feb 1952, while flying en F9F.2, purpose 1Tl, causc TARE, he orashed
into mountain side during run on target, probably the result of 44
"fire., His plane was seen 40 sexplode upon impact with the ground,
LTIG TATUM was reported kllled in aotion,
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During a deck run take-~off from the 570 foot position the tall
wheel assembly of an FLU plcked up the congaging straps of Davis-
rigged Number 4 barrier (Banshee webbing). The barrier was in the
normal down position, The Davis-rigged barrier (Banshee weobbing) has
a normel tendeney to lift ebout three incheg off the deck when any
type prop sireraft take~off across it. To prevent the recccuranda
of this freek accident five bungees are rigged from tie-down track
to the tie-down track across the engaging straps of the Banshece
webbing, This fix prevents lifting due to prop blesst on take-offs,

2. bircraft Maintenanco:

No comments,

3, Aircraft Servieing:
No ocomments.

B. Operations:

1, Alr Operations:

g

In thes interest of more efficlent communications with eireraft,
it is recommended that an AN/ARC 1 be instselled in Air Operations,
Such an installetion would allow more effective utilization of the
TDQ transmitters and RCK receivers now piped into Air Operations on
remete position units by releasing them for use by the ship and
flag based aboard, &n AN/ARC 1 would permit more flexidbility than
now possible in oontrolling eirereft from other ships, The AN/ARC 1
is goenerally essier to maintsin than the other radioc units,

2, derology:

During the periocd 1 February to 20 Februsry 1952, inolusive, tho
normal winter weather psttern prevalled, sxecept for 14 to 16 Feb-
ruary, inclusive, In ¢this latter period the i4siatic high ccll was
centered far to the north ~nd the polar trough was north of the
mean winter position resulting in an easterly to northeasterly air
flow over the operating area, During this period the weather in the
operating and target areas were non-operations,

a, Communications:
(1) Facsimlle {&4erology Laboratory):

The faosimile reception wes more satisfactory than
during Jenuery, but is still poor much of the time,

(2) Radioteletype:
Reception was average,
{3} Radio (CW Radio I):

CW reception of weather was only fair,

FE Y "™ . w a
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b. Equlpment and Supplies: CLASS“:,ED

{1} Radiosonde:

The radiosonde was fréquently inoperative for short
periods of time due to mechanical trouble snd local interference,
Interference from the tractors on the flight deck frequently cut
the sounding out cntirely, and it is recommended thet these tractors
have suppressors installed to eliminsate this source of interferenc:,

Other aerclogical equipment opersted satisfactorily.

3. Combat Information Center:

2, Radars:
(1) General:

The performance cf &ll radars was considerably better
than during the preceding period on the line, There were no seriouc
maintenance problems,

b, Speecifie:

SX ~ The SX radar is still considerced the best all-purpose
radar and was ln use continuously except for the regular msintcnance
checks,

SPS~6B - The SPS-6B radsr is best for long range zir search,
aspecially for small groups of jets and aircraft at high altitudes,
Returning strike groups of jet airoraft were normally deteotad and
tracked from 70 to 85 miles out, As hes been noted in the reports
of other ships this radar is adversely affected by high relative
winds,

SU «~ The SU radar gave excellent performance during the
entire period and is the most rellable of our surfsee search radars,

X8G~7 ~ The XSG-~7 radar is very good for medium and short
range surface search but is not completely dependsble because of
the blind spot on the starboard bow due to the location of the
antenna,. There =lso hag been eonsiderable trouble as = result of
halyards becoming entengled in the SG antenna, '

¢, Communicstions:

- Considerable improvement was notedduring this period in ship-
to-airoraft communications, Some difficulty is presently being
experienced with the AN/ARCs located in CIC which could possibly
be due to the location of the antenna, The URD in CIC has been of
1ittle or no velue during this period because it is not reliable
beyond 35 miles. It hes been determined that this is due largely to
the constant vibration of the antenna in its present location,

d, Flag Operations:
CIC served as the Flag CIC for Task Force 77 during this
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The continued operation of all available transmitters again
reduced the opportunities for routine maintensnce and regquired
restoration of breakdowns under great pressure, a8s in the preccding
operating period,

The sams comments as to the Communications complement snd as to
changes in eguipment which were set forth in the last action roport
are still applicable, The shortage of qualified radio operators is
keenly felt, although the school-graduate strikers are progressing
very satisfactorily. The non-school-graduate strikers are showing
creditable progrsss, but cannot be given es adequate training as
would be liked due to the heavy work load of nperations,

b, Visusl-
No comments,

5. Air Intelligence:

The often-reported defensive tastic of the use of mobile flak,
has been again observed, Different flights over the same assigned
track sector reported new positions and photo analysis substantiated
these reports., The type of weapon noted hes been predominantly the
37mm, Small arms fire continues to be used effeetively against
low-flying alrcraft. &n snslysis of flak damage sustained during
this operating period is ineluded in the 4TC-1 section of this
report.

The primary assignment during this period has been rail cutting.
This mission has been successfully ocarried out, The ranidity with
whioh reils all along the East Coast have been repaired indicates
an lnoressingly flexible and efficient repeir organization.

g2, Survival:

The following recommendetion is made with regard to the
debriefing of aviators who have been foreed to diteh in the XKorean
area: o '

Upon arrivel 1n Yokosuka the pilots should be sent to COMNAVEE,
Tokyo for further interrogation by Navy-iir Forece survival
personnel and comprehensive reports routed by means of the
distributlon list to 21l interested United Nation Commands,

ATG~1 pllots have been pertiaslly fitted with the new Mark TIT
Fxposure Sult whioch has been 2 great improvemsnt over the old type
suit, Some dlfficulties have been éxperienced with the Mark 1713,
2nd an elaboretion on these points are included in the 4TC-1 seotion
of this report, _

6, Photo Interpretation:

Thirty-four photo missions were flown against the anemy during
the operating period, The misslons were flown for route condition,
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The construction of mosaics required considerable time. The use
of previously constructed mosaics in the plotting of flak from
more recent photography proved satisfactory snd resulted in a
large saving of time, It wes found desirable that the mosaics be
constructed so that the north arrow remained constant in succeeding
vages in the touraid booklet. Coordinates to six digite have been
2dded for all major targets aslong the route,

SRR
83CURITY INFORMATION

The addition of & P,I. Report on each route study or Touraid
w2s provided during this period, The report contains a brief and
concise statement of each target, major flak concentration and
recommended targets for strikes when possible, Such & report is % .
iieved highly desirable for sid in the selection of targets,
ordnance, and in the planning of strikes,

Ten route studles were produced during this period representing
she production of over 500 individual booklets and the use of
3pproximately 4,200 8x10 photographs,

Thirty-three target studics were made, the majority of which
required the preparation of a mcsaio and the location of all flsk
positions, &4 P,I, report wes mede on four of the studies to properly
itdantify and describe the targets lncated on the mosaics, A1l target
wE route studies were given full distribution to 211 carriers
sud carrier division staffs,

The ship's P,I, target file was develecped further and now
vontains photography on more than 600 individual targets in Kores,

Preparation of flak studies require a minimum scale of
L/5000, To obtain the necessary coverage over high-intensity flak
2rnas K~38 photocgraphy accomplished by the USS ESSEX F2H photow-
Zraphic planes has proven far superior to the ¥-17 limited 4o the 7
sone, It is recommended that future photo detschments be equippel
with planes capable of carrying cameras with cones giving more
{esirable photo coverage. 4lthough it is realized thet later
models of the FOF will be so equipped, it is believed that the X-127
.24") camera ocan be installed in the F9F-2 with 0 2nd R assistanca.
48 the FOF-2 will continue to fly many missions over defended
cnemy territory from CV9 type ships, this installetion should be
wnderteken without delay.

7+ Photography Laboratory:

During the last operating period the Photo Lab experienced
2 great linerease in the copying of large meps and charts in suppors
of eeorial reconnaissence and for use in making up "Touraid®
honklets for pilots,

Taough thls wasg a large scale operatlon requiring rapid
accomplishment this was obtainsd by a simple modification of our
copying equipment., The lamps for illumineting the copy were placed
on arms attached on either side to the camera bed and fully
Justable to hoight and spread of illumination, This arrsngement
nrovod vary atPTPIad ant 3m ARt eat I ne o mtrearn 12 Al e e v vred A oo mpm o ® e e
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C. Gunnery:
1. Replenishment at sea:

In an attempt to increase the rate at which smmunition can be
transferred from the ammunition ship to this vessel two new metheds
ware tried during this operating perind, During ammunition re-
plenishment on 13 February, a wire highline was rigged from the
number 4 hatch of USS CHARA (4KA-58) to the Hangar deck opening
at frame 74 starboard., Five and a half tons of bomb fuzes, rocket
motors and rocket heads were transferred in 70 minutes.

On 20 February an attempt was made to use the Housefall method
for trensferring ammunition between thess same two stations. The rig
wag not successful. The starboard forward accommodation ladder is
normally stowed across the lower portion of the opening at frame
74, In this position the lasdder sseriously interfared with the
Housefell rig. Also, presently instzlled padeyes at this station
are so positlioned that chafing occurs sgainst the upper edge of
the Hangar deok opening,.

In order to provide sn additional ammunition transfer station
st frame 74 the following steps have been or will be taken: (a)
stow the sccommodation ladder in the overhead of the Hangar deck,
{b} relocete the padeyes at frame 74, and (¢) install a roller
along the upper edge of the Hangar deck opening to prevent chafing.
With theose improvements it is believed that an addition to the
overall loeding rate of about 20 tons per hour can be obtained by
the addition of the Housefall or hghline rig at frame 74.

2, Training:

Two antl-gircraft firing exereises were condusted during the
periocd of this réport, one while enroute to the opersting area and
the second while returning to Yokosuka. It is recommended that
more frequent opportunities for firing be provided in order to
stimulate interest and increase the proficiency of gun and control
personnel,

3, Material:

On 2 February an F4U~4 aircrsft erashed into five inch oounts
two and four and burncd, It struck mount No, 4, pivoted and struck
mount No, 2, then came to rest supported by mount No, 2 and the
outboard side of the gun sponson, Gasoline fires in the area were
hrought under control =nd extinguished by the use of fog foam.

e rammer assemblies of both mounts, the polntert!s and trainer's:
~3lescopes on mount Nc. 4, the pointer's teleseope of mount No, 2,
~nd the firing and lighting eircuit on mount No. 4 were so damaged
=3 to require replacement, Other damage to the mounts was
superficial,

D. Supply:

" t1udtats sn Runﬁ'lve
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STCURITY INFORMATION

2, Bhip's Stores:

Dete are being furnished ComAirPac and AirPaec CV's, via sep-
arate  correspondence, of the Ship's Store service facilities
supplies recommended for a six months' cruise,

E. Engineering:

No comments.
Fo Medical:

No corments,
G. Dental:

It 1s strongly recommended that a prosthotic unit be installed
aboard CV's, The large number of patients requiring prosthetioc
treatment, and the short time in port where such trestment is
avalleble to our personnel, results in a highly unsatisfactory
arrangement,

The ebility to render prosthetic treatment aboard when indicated,
would constitute a positive morale factor, and in some measure afford
relief to the already over-burdened lasnd-based prosthetic elinies,
Such serviece would be elso of much value to smaller ships in
company.

-
7 -

OSCAR TEDERSON

Copies to:»
CNO (2 advanoce)
CINCPACFLT (5 advance)
COMAIRPAC {10 advance)
COMFATIRALAMEDA
CINCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP
COMNAVFE
CONSEVENTHFLT (1 advance)
CTF 77 (2 advanec)
COMCARDIV ONE
COMCARDIV THREE
COMCARDIV FIVE
USS BESSEX (CV-9)
USS BON HOMME RICHA4RD {CV-31)
USS ANTIETAM (CV-36)
USS PHILIPPINE SES (CV-47)
USS PRINCETON (CV.-37)
USS BOXER (CV-21)
CVG 2

ovG 5

cVGe 11

CVG 15

™Mrr- 10



