
          

Spar Deck

Constitution ’s arched hatch stanchions & railings were likely installed when 

Constitution was a Naval Academy training ship, c. 1860.  During the War of 1812, 

the ship had low railings and stanchions.  After the war Dr. Amos Evans, 

Constitution ’s surgeon, described that a projectile had hit the “copper railing” of 

the hatch near the wheel and that a piece of the railing became embedded in 

Bainbridge’s leg.
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