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as interviewed via telephone 
I USN on 17 November 2000. 

s rom leave 
is provided below. 

SK3 was ~ssigned to escort the husbanding agent during 
the refueling in Aden. He believes the husbanding agent arrived 
on board the ship by the Jacob~ ladder located on the aft end of 
the ship. -He met the husband.ing agent in the wardroom. He 
escorted the husbanding agent a~ound the topside of USS COLE. 

1. What boats came along side the COLE? There were two CRT 
barges tied togethe~, one with a tank and one without. The CRT 
barges were older ships'. There was alpo a garbage barge. The 
garbage barge was older than tbe CRT barges. 

Where did they tie up? When did they leave? The garbage 
barge was t~ed up amidships. The two CRT barges ~ere aft of the 
garbage barge, tied ~p below the CRT discharge. The two CHT 
barges split up and pulled away f~om the ship at approx~ately 
1055-1100, prior to the explosion. The CRT ba~ge with the tank 
proceeded away from the ship. The crew.memPers from the other 
CHT barge were trying to paas drinking water to the crewmembers 
on the garbage barge and then proceeded to tie up aft of the 
garbage barge to ta~e on some additi~nal garbage. ~he garbage 
barge left at approximately ll05-l~10. Leaving only the CRT 
barge tied up aft ready to take on the additional garbage. 

2. ~ho gave permission for these boats to come along side? 000. 
The husbandipg agent would tell the OOD that a boat was 
approaching and that it was one of hiB poatl3. 
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3. Did you tell anyone about the boats along side? All the 
boats that were alongside either were the husbanding agent/s 
boats or were associated with bim. After the g~~bage barge , 
left. the husbanding agent started speth one of the men 
1n the CRT barge. At this 'point SK3 ticed a white 
boat, 14 to 15 feet in length, travel 1 to the COuE 
about 15 feet from the ahip. As he was waiting to ask the 
huabanding agent if this waG one of his boats, the boat turned 
in and exploded. They were standing on the aft end of COLB at 

I 

the time'. 

Did anyone ask about the boats? SK3 s trying to 
ask the husbanding agent about the bo~t that e~ploded when it 
tu~ned in. He did not have time to report it. 

Were any more boats due to come along side? None that he 
was aware of. 
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