
was interviewed via telephone 
on 16 November 2000. 

ET3~was standing AFT Phone Talker during Sea and Anchor 
detail; nowever, he was inside the s~in of the S~ip at the time 
of the explosion. 

1. What was your interaction with the small boat? Exactly what 
did you see? 
2. What were the men in the boat doing? 
3. Did they attempt to throw you a line? 

Just prior to the end of Sea and An~hor Detail, ET3 I11III saw a 
line had been thrown aver by three males in a small boat on port 
side AF~. ET31111111looked over the side ahd he saw three . 
Yemeni-looking ma1es in a .mall white boat app~ox 15-20 ft in 
size. Two' were men (one with a black/gray beard, between 40-50 
years old; and one da.rk haired male approx. 30 years old; and 
one was a child between the ages 12 -13 years olen. 

E1'3 _ indicated that he thought th:i.s was a garbage barge of 
same sorts be~ause the men in the small boat yelled in English 
~garbage garbage. n He aldO observed that the boat looked di~ty 
and smelly, and the deck of the boat appeared to be covered by a 
tarp. When thid occurred, ET3 _ called 082 _ on the 
bridge and asked why the amall boat threw over its line and 
whether or not the ship was seftding off garbage? 

As BT3"'" was waitirtg for the bridge' to resp~nd, it appeared 
that the two men in the small bo~t tried to climb up the Jaoobs 
ladder, which had been extended earlier for the harbor' pilot. 
When th1s 'happened, £1'3 _ saw GK2 _ "spa'" her gun" to the 
two men and dhased them off theladder~onto the small boat. 
The Den only tried to climb up the ladder and never set foot 
onboard the USB COLE. 

~ediately after that, the bridg~onded tbat the~as 
not sending off any garbage. ET3I11III diredted Fe3 ....... to 
throw baok the ,line. 'C3 _threw back the line to the 
small boat and the boat pulled away from the USS COLE. 

l!l'1'3 _ did watch the small boat "puddle around" the barbor 
for a sbort while. He does remember watching the small boat 
pull alongside a yellow and red boat (similar to the small boats 
that were assisting the USB COL~ to moor) and watched the ch1ld 
1n the s~all boat board the yellow and red boat. After that, 

1 h .' ~ 1. (',('\Ll; 
f \ ': "1 \. -..It ~ ~ 
... ' . ~ ;H h 



;> ..... 
; ~ \ .~. 

~ Sea u4Anchor Det.ailed' secured and. BTl -'-.cured his watch,. 
( IT] _clearly indicated tllat: it. wa. aMa.:'oximately 1 - 1 ~ 

hours after Sea '. . . Detailed. secured wben the explosion 
occurred. E1'3 4ict Dot see where the amall boat went after 
the 12-13 yeaz:- lei boarded tke yellow and red boat. BTl 
2;; was insiele tke sk.in of the ship at: the t:iJne of the 
saploa1.ou..' The espla.a"'oa did not occur until appzoox:.Lmately 1 -
l-~ hours after ft3_ contaot wit.h the small boat. 
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