
DEPARtMENT oF. tHE NAVY 
COMMANDER, U.S. NAVAL FORCES CENTRAL COMMAND 

FPO AE 09501'·6008 

IN REPLY TO: 

5800 
Ser 00/ 1082 
14 Oct 00 

From: U. S. Naval Forces"Central Conunand 
To: Jr., U.S. Navy, 

Subj: 
-~ 

COMMAND INVESTIGATION INTO THE .. AC:T.::r9~$ OF USS c:OLE 
(DOG 67) IN PREPARING FOR AND UNDERTAKIN(3 A BP.I~F STOP 
FOR FUEL AT BANDAR ATr}\.WA,H:r (ADEN HARBOR) ADEN, YEMEN 
OR ABOUT 12 OCTOBER 2000 

ON 

Ref: (a) JAG Manual 
(b) Presidential Decision' Dj.:r:ecti ve--:39 
(c) Title 18 United States Code (various statutes) . 
(d) SEc:NAVINST 5520. 3B " 

1. This appoints you, per chapter II of reference (a), to 
inquire into the facts and circumstanct:!s. sl,U::J:'c;>UJ),gi:rJ.9 the actions 
of USS COLE {DDG-67) in preparing for and undertaking a Brief 
Stop for Fuel (BSF) at Aden Harbor, Yemen, on 12 October 2000. 

2. Investigate the actions of USS COLE (DDG-67) in preparing 
for and undertaking a BSF at Aden, Harbor, Yemen. Report your 
findings of fact, opinions, and recommendations in let.ter form 
by 13 November 2000, unless an. extension of time is granted. If 
you have not already done so, read chapter II of reference (a) 
in it~ entirety before beginning your investigation. 

3. Pursuant to references (b), (c) and (d), the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and Naval Criminal Investigative Service have 
jurisdiction to investigate acts of terrorism. You are' 
specifically directed not to inquire into the facts and 
circumstances surrounding the explosion that occurred external 
to, but in the inunediate vicinity of USS COLE (DDG-67), or the 
person(s) who may have been involved in that explosion. You 
will cooperate fully with the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and other federal agencies or persons participating in the 
investigation of the explosion. 1_ 

\,.",. 4 . Implicit to this appointment· order' is recognition of 
, ' "':'':;-~'.~~ < ,-' -< ~, 

possibility that higher authority may appoint other 
investigatIve bodies.-·· Under thesecix::~umstance's y.~u 

Encl (4) 
'Pagel of 2 



.......... ~ .... _.- --- ·------~---;__:_:_~_;:~D· i!!!,e!!l!!,c!!!I"!!<!I!!'ell!!' """"'!!!I!'!!!! .... !!!!F .. -""""!t.I!!!(·rr~'T·- .'.... .. 
y.c.. ". ~-.. --"..:. '--:,2:-: :., '" .. .: ;:.", ".,c. ': ~ - .•. ::: ~:-:}-?~ .~' :" .. 

: . '. ~_r_:..:: ... : 
<. "--;--,, 

." '. h -.:. - _ , ~- _- • _ :; :' ~.~ _. 

, ' 

", .'/::..~ 

Subj: COMMAND INVESTIGATION INTO THE ACTIONS OF USS COLE 
(DDG 67) IN PREPARING FOR AND UNDERTAKING A BR.IEFS'TOP 
FOR FUEL AT BANDAR AT TAWAHI ,(ADENHARBOR) ADEN, Y~MEN ON 
OR ABOUT 12 OCTOBER 2000 ' , , , . ';' 

•. '~ ;"; .:.'~.' •• " 'r 

!IiMiii
" B copy of this appointing order, Cormnander 

u.s. Naval Reserves~ Assistant Chi 
A mlnlS ra lon, is directed to furnish'necessary 
assistance. 
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