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1. Unusual and sometimes unscrupulous recruiting methods were used during the Civil War. How is recruiting the same or different today? Discuss recruiting of African Americans, the James R. MacDonald Company’s attempts to procure foreign sailors, Army soldiers transferring to the Navy, kidnapped civilians, and Confederate prisoners. (ch. 2) 
2. The sailor’s uniform during the Civil War is described in Chapter 3. Thinking back to when you joined the Navy, what items of that uniform are still used today? Was there some functionality of the Civil War uniforms that you think would be beneficial now? For example, the bell bottom pants that allowed the tars to roll up their pants for scrubbing the decks or wading ashore. (p. 29)
3. Discuss the development and growth of the engineering division in the Civil War. Discuss how steam engineers laid the foundation for the American Navy of the 1800s. (p. 47)
4. A Navy ship never sleeps. The daily routine of a sailor during the Civil War was physically quite demanding. How is your daily routine similar to theirs? (p. 54)
5. Navy weapons during the Civil War included a battle axe, a boarding pike, and a cutlass. How did new weapons such as the “Dahlgren” rifle and the 8- and 10-inch rifled Parrot cannon change the nature of the fight? (pp. 60–61)
6. Discuss the daily diet of a Union sailor. What new methods of transporting food were used during the Civil War? What new methods of preserving food were used? How did canned food benefit the military? (ch. 6)
7. What recreational and spiritual activities were available for the sailors during the Civil War? How is having access to morale, welfare, and recreation facilities tied to readiness? (ch. 7)
8. Animals were allowed on board as mascots or pets during the Civil War, including a bear and raccoons. Could you imagine having pets on board a Navy vessel? (p. 84) 
9. On 21 December 1861, President Lincoln signed into law a bill that established the precedent for the Navy to award enlisted men the Medal of Honor in recognition for their heroic deeds. What does the Medal of Honor mean to you? Discuss any well-known recipients from the Civil War. (p. 96)
10. One of the incentives for men to join the Navy was the opportunity to share in the profits from the destruction of an enemy warship or sale of a captured blockade runner. Discuss the dangers that were involved in destroying an enemy warship and the creation of the Pension Act. (pp. 97–99)
11. In December 1862, the Navy commissioned its first hospital ship, USS Red Rover. Discuss that ship’s role in the Civil War. What are the benefits of having an effective mobile hospital transportation system? (p. 111)
12. What was the impact of the freshwater distiller on the fleet? What happens when the fresh water is cut off on your ship? (p. 119)
13. What role did torpedoes play in the Civil War and how are they different from today’s torpedoes? (p. 127)
14. Who were “the raiders”? Discuss the conditions of prisons during the Civil War. How does the taking and treatment of prisoners impact warriors? (pp. 142–143)
15. Many sailors realized their contributions to the nation in the years after the Civil War ended. As a Sailor, how do you contribute to the mission of the Navy? How does that serve the United States?
16. Discuss the famous battle of USS Monitor vs. CSS Virginia on 8 March 1862 and the impact this had on the war.
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