Cuban Missile Crisis
Book Discussion Points 

The U.S. Navy and the Cuban Missile Crisis, by Curtis A. Utz (1993)

1. Was the U.S. Navy ready to deploy rapidly and respond to President Kennedy’s order? How would your command react if a similar order was given on such short notice? If you were in service on September 11, 2001, how did your command react to that crisis? How did you view your role as a Sailor in that crisis? If you have been mobilized as an individual or part of a unit or command, share your experiences—good and bad—with each other. 
2. President Kennedy was advised to call the operation a quarantine. Why was “quarantine” chosen instead of  “blockade”? How does word choice impact domestic and foreign audiences?
3. What do you think of the level of responsibility among Sailors at the time of this incident, 1962? How is it different from today? 
4. How did naval aviation support intelligence missions during the Cuban Missile Crisis? How does this relate to today’s intelligence collection efforts? How does your unit contribute to the air and/or intelligence mission? 
5. How did the U.S. Navy execute the quarantine with air, ship, and submarine assets? In what way would our naval forces execute similar orders today? Are you confident in our ability to succeed today in a similar situation? Why or why not?
6. Many details of the Cuban Missile Crisis had been documented in the deck logs of naval assets engaged in the fly-overs, sub-hunting missions, or guarding sea lanes. These logs inform us today of the tension and choreography of the Soviet, Cuban, as well as friendly forces’ movements. What does a deck log have to do with warfighting? How can a logbook influence the future? Is your current deck log and annual command operations report recording enough detail?
7. The Navy’s ships and planes operated with a greater level of independency of command during this crisis than is practiced today. Why do you think that was so? Do you think junior officers and senior enlisted exercise their authority to a lesser extent now? What options or changes can be made—at your level, unit level, and up the chain?
8. USS Enterprise (CVN 65) left its heavy (nuclear) attack detachment ashore and took aboard a Marine Corps attack squadron to provide ground support. What did this action indicate to the ship’s company and air wing? How does this modularity benefit the command and the warfighting effort? How does your unit make adjustments to changes in OPTEMPO and mission? 
9. America’s technological capabilities contributed to its success during the Cuban Missile Crisis. How can the technology that your unit utilizes contribute to the Navy’s warfighting effort? How does your unit overcome the technological capabilities of adversaries? Are you confident about mission success for your unit? Why or why not?
10. During the Cuban Missile Crisis, Navy units ashore at Guantánamo Bay (primarily Seabees) manned part of the defensive perimeter as riflemen. How does that compare to the recent experience of Navy forces ashore?
11. The air, ship, and submarine communities and the shore establishment united to ensure success at Cuba. Describe their interaction and how it might happen today, with newer models and more weaponry.
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