Commander Foley was boca In Littleton, North Carolina. on October
2%, 1908, the son of Joseph G. Foley and Mra. Helen Ferrall {Maguirc)
Foley. He attended the University of Georgia, Athens, Ghorgia, for
one year before his appointment to the U. 8. Naval Acadsmy at inna-
plis, Meryland, from the Fourth Congressional 2lsbriet of Georgia in
;927_ Graduatud and commissioned Ensign on cune &, 1971, he advanced
progressively in grade to the rank of Cowmander to datve frow November

1942,

After graduation freom the Academy i 1931, Commandexr F~ley had a
wontiaty training at the Naval Ailr Station, San Dlego, alifornia,
after which he joined the USS PENNSYLVATIA, He was assigned to uhat
battleship until May 1933, and the follcwing month repcried for in-
ztruction at the Submarine Base, New London, Connecticut. Completing
the course thare in December 1933, he served betwesn February 1034
- ¢nd May 1938, aboard the submarine NAULILUS, and thereafter had in-

_ struction at the Postgraduate School, Annapolis Maryland until Octo-

heyr 1939

Following an extended pericd of hospitalization at the Naval Hos-
1tal, hnnapolis, Maryland, Commander Foley reported in August 1940
for duty on the staff of Commander, Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-SDVEN.
Turing Beptember 1940, he was attached to the staff of Commander Des-
" tioyer Squadron THIRTY. He returned to duty with Destroyer Squadron
"WENTY~SEVEN end in September 1942 was assigned duby oz Jdpsrotions
0fficer. on the staff., Detuched from stalff assignmenis in December
. 1942, he assumed cowmand of the USS RODMAN, For merito¥ious service
vhile commanding that mine-sweeper, he was awardod the Silver Star
Medal and the Bronze Ster Medal and cited as felloie:

SILVER STAR MEDAL
: "For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidiiy as Com-

manding Officer of the USS RODMAN, during thoe amphibiots
assault on Normandy. France, June 6, 1944 and the bombard-
“ment of Cherbourz, Fpance, June 25, 194}, Marecuverung

through heavily mined waters and uader intense and 6=

curate gunfire from enemy shore batteriecs, Commands:

Foley directed his ship in dsiivering devastating fire . .
apainst enemy fortifications and gun emplacements.and

in séreening ueavy ships from enemy surface forces &and
submarines. His leadership and devotion to duty were

“in keeping with the hlghest traditions of the United

_States Naval Service.
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BRONZE STAR MEDAL: (With Combat "v")
For merltorious achlevement as Commanding Officer
of the USS RODMAN prior to and during the amphibious in-
vasion of Southern France, in August 1944. An experienced
and efficient leader, Commander Foley rendered invaluable
gervice in .directing the thorough training of his crew
and in bringing his ship to a peak of operational effici-
ency in preparation for the assault, Prlor to the initial
- landings, he led the RODMAN through dangerous and restricted
waters close to known enemy minefields and within easy range
of hostile shore batteries, delivering concentrated and ac-
curate bombardment fire against all enemy strongpoints in
the area before effective counterfire could be returned,
Commander Foley was largely responsible for the successful
pre-assault bombardments of the RODMAN, thereby contributing
materially to the early and effective egtablishment of the
Allied beachheads and to the over-all success of the In-
vagion. His courage and devotilon to duty were in keeping
with the highest traditions of the United States Naval

Serviee,"

Commandey Foley also received a Letter of Commendation, with
authorization to wear the Commendation Ribbon, from the Secretary
of the Navy, for duty as Commanding Officer of the USS ROBMN, while
rarticipating in a search for and desatruction of an enemy subririne
off Cape Santa Pola, Spain, on May 14-17, 1944,

Relieved of command of the RODMAN in October 1944, Commande:
Foley had temporary duty during November and December 1944 at the
Fleet Operational Training Command, San Piego, California. There~
after he had duty in connection with fitting out the USS JOHN U,

. THOMASON at the Bethlehem Steel Company, San Francisco, California,
He was detached in September 1945, before her commissioning, and
reported as Chief Staff Officer to the Commander, Charleston Group,

itlantic Reserve Fleet and remained in that duty until September
1948, The following month he Joined Mine Division TWO, and continuer -

to serve in that assignment.

In addition to the Silver 3tar Medal, the Bronge Star Medal and
the Commendation Ribbon, Commander Foley has the American Defense
. Service Medal, Fleet Flasp; the American Area Campaign Medal; the .
Buropcan-African-~-Middle Eastern Area Campaign Medal with four battle
gtars; and the World War IJ Victory Medal. He has also been awarded
the Croix de Guerre Wlth Silver Star by the Government of France.
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