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: JOHN FORREST FLOBERG
ASSTSTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY FOR ATR

Appointed Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Alr by President
Truman on November 2%, 1949, and confirmed by the Senate January 19,
1950, John F. Floberg succeeded to the vacancy created when Mr. Dan
A, Kimball was elevated to the post of Under Secretary of the Navy.

Born in Chicago, Illinois, on Qctober 28, 1915, Mr. Floberg
js the son of Mrs. Emlly Jurney Floberg and the late Mr. Frederick
0, Floberg. He received his preparatory education from Loyola '
Academy and Loyola University in Chicago, Illinois, graduafing with
the degree of Bachelor of Arts from the latter in 1936,. There he
was editor of the College Yearbook and Literary Magazine; played on
the varsity basketball team for two years; was & member, for three
years, of the College Debating Team; and was & member of the Blue
Key Society, PL1 Alpha Lambda (social fraternity), and several Fen-
orary fraternities. ,

From 1936 to 1939 he studied Law at Harvard Law School, Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, where he earned a place on the editorial
staff of the lLaw Review, (and was a member of Lincolnts Inn Society
and the Elihu Root Law Club). After graduation with the Bachelor
of Laws degree, he was associated with the largest law firm in
Chicagos Kirkland, Fleming, Green, Martin and Ellis, '

Tn November 1941 Mr, Floberg moved to Washington, D,C,, to
serve in a civilian capaclty in the Contracts Section of the Ship-.
puilding Division, Bureau of Ships, Navy Department. He volun-
teered for service in the .U.5, Naval Reserve, and, appointed Ensign,
reported for active duty on December 27, 1941, shortly after the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. He subsequently was promoted to
Lieutenant (jg) on March 1, 1943; to Licutenant on April 1, 194k;
and to Lieutenant Commasnder, to date from October 18, 1945,

After accepting commission in the Naval Reserve, Mr. Floberg -
‘continucd duty in the Buresu of 3hips, Navy Department, until de-
tached in July 1942 for two months! indoctrinafion at the Midship-
men's School, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois. In
September of the same jyear he reported to the Submarine Chaser
Tyraining Conter, Miami, Florida, and following instruction there
proceeded in December to the Seabrook Yaeht Corporation, of Sea-.

brook, Toxas, where he assisted in fitting out the USS 8C-770. He
went aboard . that submarine chaser upon her commissioning on Janu-
ary 1, 1943, 4nd was in command from March 27, 1943 until December.
1943, Under his command, the SC-T70 participated in the Tunisian
operations, Sicilian occupation, and Salerno landings,
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\ _He returned to the Submarine Chaser Training Center at Miami
in January 1944, and after brief duty reported for threc months!
instruction at the Ordnance and Gunnery School, Naval Gun Factory,
Navy Yard, Washington, D, C, In June 1944 he was transferred to the
Naval Training Station, Naval Oporating Bage, Norfolk, Virginia, in
‘connection with Assembly and Training Program fop Destroyer Escorts;
and thence to the Navy Yard, New York, New York, for duty connected
with fitting out the USS G0SS (DE 444). He served aboard that de-
atroyer escort from her commissioning Iin August 1044, until August
1945, during which period she participated in the Lingayen Gulf and
other Lingayen landings, the assault and occupation of Iwo Jima and
Okinawa; and the Third Flect operations against Japan,

In August 1945, he was designated Executive Officcr of the
USS BIVIN (DE 536), and in October assumed command of that vessel,
being simultaneously'promoted'to Lieutenant Commancer, He continued
in command of the BIVIN until March 1946, and after torminal leave
wvas released from active duty on June 11, 1946, For World War II
service he 1s entitled to the American Campalgn Medal; the EBuropean-
Afpican-Middle Bastern Oompaign Medal with three combat stars; the
Asiatic-Pacific  Campaign Medal with four stars; the Philippine
. Liberation Ribbon with one star; the World War II Vietory Medal; and
the Navy Occupation Service Mgdal with #Asia Clasp,

Mr, Floberg returned, after release from active duty, to the

practice of law in Chicago, Illinois,

6 February 1950






