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CAPTAIN JOHN A, FERGUSON, UNITED STATES NAVY

- John Alexander Ferguson wag born “in Watertown, South Dakota, on
Mey 9, 1912, son eof Alexander R, and Bertha Edith (Herum) Perguson. e
attended public schools in Watertown and Carleton College; TWorthlield,
Minnesota, where he participate&”in'athletics'(fcotball, two lettersy
track, one letter), debating and oratory, and was & menber of Fhi Beta
Keppa, Delta Sigma Rho-{Natiomal Foremsic), and Sigma Delta Psi ‘(Nabional
Athletic) fraternities, He was gradusted with the degree of Bachelor of
Arts in 1933, and that summer cruised to Europe as & deck hand on'a'’
cotton freighter, From October 1933, to July 1936 he was employed by
Standard 0il Company of Indiana, as Warehouseman, later Territorial Sales-

man.,

He began naval service on Septenier 28, 1936, as a Naval Aviation
Cadet at the Naval Alr Station, Pensacola, Florida, where he ‘completed
flight training and was designated Naval Aviation, Septenmber 10, 1937.
Commissioned Ensign in the U, S, Naval Reserve, to date from Oetober 1,
1937, he trangferred to the U, S, Navy, effective October 1, l9h0,'and
subsequently advanced in rank to that of Captain, Lo date from July 1,

1956,

Upon completion of flight training, he -was detacehed from the Naval
Alr Station, Pensacola, with orders to Patrol Wing ONE, based at San
Diego, California, and served as Co-plilot, Navigator and Assistant En-
gineering Cfficer of that Wing until August 1939. During the next three
months he was Co-pilet and Navigator of XPB2Y-1, of Patrol Wikg ONE, the
aireraft which transported Harrimen's Misslon to England and Sumner Welles
to the Roosevelt-Churchill Meeting at Argentia, Newfoundland. i

From November 1939 to Decenber 1941 He served as Co=pllot of XPBR2Y -1,
of Patrol Wing FIVE, based at Norfolk, Virginia, and for gix months there-
after was OFficer in Charge of that eraft, Tn June 1942 he was assigned
to the Navel Air Station, Anscostia, D, C,, where he served until July
1943 as Assistant Englneering Officer in the Flight Test Division, then
had fourteen months' duty in the Flight Test Division at ‘the Naval Alr
Station, Patuxent River, Maryland. In Sepbtember I9kk he assumed command
of Patrol Bombing Squadron THIRTEEN, and during the latter months of
World War II commanded that squadron-in operatiohs in the Pacifie Theater,

He was awarded the Bronze Star Medal and a Letter of Commendatian,
with authorization to wesr the Commendation Ribbon, from the Secretary
of Navy. The citations follow in part:

Bronze Star Medal: "For meriterious achlevement as Commanding
Officer of a Patrol Bombing Squadron in Western Paclfilc waters during
operations against enemy Japanese forces from“April'26 to July 1, 1945,
In spite of the extremely difficult operational conditlons and enemy
action, his sguadron met the heavy demands made on it with outstanding
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success and by so doing aided materisliy the succeﬂssfulﬁaccomplishmant of
search and armed recomnaissance missions in support Qf a,ssault and POSL i
assault phases of .important -war Operatlons, . 5 :

Letter. of Commendations "Iv"‘or ou"bsﬂ:andmg performance of duty in
establishing and maintaining the Sou‘thv_res% Pacifile Airline Route Torm
the Bawaiisn Area to Australia during the :E’irs% sight months of the war.
Cperating under extrem:éiy difficult copditions ‘From Improvised advance
base. facllities and with e livdted numiver of alreraft slong lightly held
line of communication,: Lidutensnt Comprrier Fergunon exereised superb
flying skill and soind judgwent in the suecessful transporbabion of large
groups of personnel evaguated from Jepanese-held arens, key officers of -
the Army, Navy sod Marine Corps who-wers to gwide the progregs. of the
war, .and urgently needed freight to ouwr various task forees; on‘an SWergeney.
occaslon delivering bullet proof aireraft fuel tanks o the UgE YORKTOWN ‘
priot to the Coral Ses Engasement. Although it was necessary 30 make
repeated trips with a mintmum of resh, he accomplished his Importast gls-
sions without accldent or loss of life,..ond contributed in large measure
to the effective development of & vital air line voube..." '

In addition, he was awarded the Distinguished ¥lying Cross for
"heroism and extraordinary schievement in serial flight during operations
against eneny Japanese: Forées in the’ Western Paelfle War Area, [rom
March 27 to July 16, 1g9k5,..* during which pericd he participsted in twenty
missions and contributed mterially to the suvesess of his squafiron, He -
was also awarded the Alr Medal Tor meritoriocus achisvement :?.11 that area
from March 27 to May 11, 1945, during wirieh he ccxmpl@ﬁe& his fifth mission,

Following the Japanese surrender, he r@paﬁeﬁ 1n-Oetober 1945 55~
Executive Officer of the USS ATTU {CVE-102), snd served “in that capaeity
while that carrier escort operated independently in the Paelfic as o unit
of Carrier Division TWENTY-FOUR on Magie Carpet duby. In July 19486 he
returned to Patuxent River, Maryland, for dubty In the Flight Test Division,
Naeval Air Test Center., There he served for tweo yesrs as BSenior Project
Officer, Non-Carrier Section. From June 1948 until June 1949 he was a
student at the U, 5. Naval School, General Lins; Newport, Rboede-Teland,.
after which for two years he was Execubive Officer of Alr Tra.nsgort Bouad-
ron TWO, based at Alameda, Cali‘forniao

Again returmng to Patuxent River, he had w tour of du‘i;y as Assistant
Director, Flight Test Division, frow June 1951 until June 1993, and shortly
thereafter reported for instrustion (Navel Werfare ecurse) et the Waval
War College, Newport, Rhode Island., Following gradustlon in Jme 195k,
he joined the USS WASP (CVA-18) in Auvgust of that year, and seyved ag
Executive Officer of that attack carrier until Octobe® 1955, The next
month he was transferred to the Naval Alr Statlon, Glyneo, Brunswick,
Georgia, for duty as Commanding O:t‘f:mer of the Naval Com‘bab anomatien

Center Officers School,
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On June 10, lg%?-hﬁgreported‘aS'BpETaticns‘an&j?i&ns Officer on
the Staff of Conmander - Carrier Division SEVENTEEN, USS PHILIFPINE SEA,
flagehip., From August 1959 umtil Fuly 1960 he headed' the Navy Plens
Branch, Office -of the Chief of” Naval Opera%fdﬁs,‘Nﬁmy‘ﬁépartment,'W&shm
ihgton, D, C,, after which he commended ‘the “USS PIFE" TSLAND (AV-12), In
September 1961 he assumed command of the USS BERNINGTON (CVS-20) and In
Octobér 1962 was assigned to the Bureau of Naval Weapohs, Navy Depariment;
where he was serving as Assistant Chiefl for Fingnclal Fansgement (Coﬁ@m
troller) when ordered detached in Septexiber 1965 foi duty on the Kavy,

Council of Personnel Boards, Navy Department.

Tn addition to the Distinguished Flyimg Cross, Bronze Star Medal,
Air Medsl and Commenddtion Ribbon, Captain Ferguson has the American
Defense Service Medal; American Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacifie Campalgn
Medsl; World War II Victory Medal, China Service Medal (extended); and
the National Defense Service Medal. ' ' ) ‘

Navy Office of Informatbion :
Tnternal Relations Division (0I-430)
28 September 1965 :





