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Herbert Aloysius Ellis was born in East Boston, Massachusetts,
on October 13, 1886, He attended Mechanlc Arts High School in
Boston, prior to entering the U, 5, Naval Academy, Annapolisy. Mary-
land, from his native state in 1906. Grsduated on June 3, 1910, he
served the two years at sea, as then required by law, before he was
commnissioned Ensign on April 2, 1912. Advancing progressively in
rank, he attalned that of Lieutenant Commander to date from October
1, 1921. He was transferred to the Retired List of the U, 8. Navy
on June 30, 1931 and was promoted {(on the Retired List) to Commander..
February 2, 1942 and Captain, October 30, 1945,

Following graduation from the NWaval Academy in 1910, he joined

the USS NEW HAMPSHIRE and was serving in the USS MICHIGAN when he

. received his commission in 1912. Detached from the later in May
1912, he had duty in the USS CHESTER for a month and in August
transferred to the USS DES MOINES, In 1914 the DES MOINES operated
off the coast of Mexico protecting American lives and interest dur-
ing the Mexican Intervention. Between December 1914 and May 1916
he was attached to the U35 NEBRASKA, after which he continued ser-
vice afloat in the USS GEORGIA until July 1916 and then in the USS
KENTUCKY . :

At the outbresk of World War I, the KENTUCKY was stationed at
| the New York Navy Yard undergoing repsirs and overhaul and training
| men of the New York and New Jersey Naval militia. She departed on
- May 1, 1917 for Hampton Roads, Virginia, where she remained until
; August 1917 training men for the ships of the fleet. She then put
| to sea with the Battleship Force for maneuvers and returned to the
‘ Chesapeake Bay area in Septenber, where she resumed training men
‘ for engineering duty. In January 1918 he was assigned to the USS
KANGAS, operating in the Chesapeake Bay area conducting fleet
| maneuvers and training crews. He remained on board that battleship
for six months, joined the USS TACOMA in August 1918 and in December
of that year transferred to the USS HUNTINGTON, ‘ o '

Between February and April 1919 he had duty in connection with
the Hsrvard Radio School, Cambridge, Massachusetts and thereafter
until December 1921 served in the Machinery Divielon at the Navy
Yard, Boston, Massachusetts., In February 1922 he assumed command
of the USS MAC LETSH, stationed in Mediterranean waters and in
October of that year members of the crew of that destroyer formed a
part of the landing force sent ashore at Smyrna, Turkey. He trang-
ferred to command of the USS OVERTON.-in May 1923 and in Decewber
1924 .reported as Officer in Charge of the Navy Recrulting Station,
Springfield, Massachusetts. ' '
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~ He became Commanding Officer of the USS WILLTAMSON in December
1926 and in January and February 1927 participated in operations in
Nicaragua. In November 1920 he was relieved of all active duty
pending his retirement, effective Jume 30, 1931,

After his retirement he entered the real estate business,
Prior to being called to active duty in 1939 he had served for a
number of years as an assessor for the City of Boston?

Recalled to setive Naval service in QOctober 1939, he was
assigned. to the First Naval District with headquarters in Boston,
Massachusetts, where he served in the District Intelligence Office,
as O0fficer in Charge of the Public Relations Office, as District
Inspection Officer antl as Assistant Commandant for Llogistics, TIn
January 1945 he assumed command of the USS WTLLIAM WARD BURROWS,
which under his command participated in the assault and occupation

.of Okinawa Gunto. He continued to serve in that assignment until

August 1945 and on Decenber %, that year was again reiieved of
active duty. :

Captain Ellis has the Navy Expeditionary Medal; the Mexican
Service Medal; the Victory Medal (World War I); the Second Nicara-
guan Campalgn Medal; the American Defense Service Meddl: the .
American Campalgn Medal; the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal; and
the World War ITI Victory Medal. - o
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