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CAPTAIN JAMES M., ELLICTT
UNITED STATES NAVY

- James Meacham Elliott was born on April 8, 1209, in Battle

Crecl, Michigan, son of Dr, James Adam Elliott .ol Mpre. (Aznes
" IaForce Meacham) Elliott. He attended Battle Crcel (l‘hchigan)

- High School and Michigan State Collcge at East Lansing for two
ahd one half years before his appointment to the U. 8. Naval
dscademy, Annapolig, Maryland, from his native state in 1929.
Groduated and commigsioned Eneign on June 1, 1933, he subgequcnt-
1y -advanced in rank, attaining that of Captain to date from Janu-

_ary 1, 1952.

- Following graduation from the Academy in 1933, hc joined
,nhc USS ARIZONA, and from June 1935 to PFebruary 19%6 hadé duty as
~ an Aviation Gunnery Observer with Observation Squadron TWO-B,
__aboard that battleship. Detached from the ARIZONA, he rctufned
" to thé United States for flight training at the. Naval Air Station,

. Pcn@acola, Florida, DCQLgnatcd Naval Aviator on March .16, 1ﬂ37,

he remained at Pecneacola until-April of that year, when hc wa
asgigned to Bombing Squadron TWO-B baged aboard the USS LEX iVGTON
From July 1937 to June 1938 he was attached to Bombilng Squadion

. FOUR, after which he reported aboard the USS NEW MEXICO for duty

with Observation Squadron THREE.

Transferred to the USS MISSISSIPPI in Junc 1940, he was
Senior Aviator with Opbgerviation Squadron THREE until May 1041.
Thereafter he wae assigned to the Naval Air Station, Vaval Operat-
ing Basge, Norfoll:, Virginia, sevving ag Gunnery and Project Offi-.
ce with the Afrcraft Armament Unit. In July 1943 he renorted
for duty in the Armament Test Section, Naval Ajir Station, Patuxent
River, Maryland, and in November of that year rcturned to gea as
Alr Offwcer aboard the USS CHENANGO.

His services aboard that carrier escort-entitled him to the
Ribbon for, and a facsimile of the Navy Unit Commendation aweidcd
the CHENANGO. The commendation states in part: "...Opcrating for
long periods 1in the most advanced areasg the USS CHENANGO and her
attached air groups penetrated hostile qubmarino'infestcd waters
to seel her targets and to destroy or damage Jananese warshing,
aircraft, merchant craft and shore. facilities..."

Detached from the CHENANGO in November 1944, he served as

oxecutive Officer and later Commanding Officer of the USS NATOMA

BAY, which was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation, as follows:
”...Tho USS NATOMA BAY caused extremely heavy losses to the gnemy
in wvarships, aircraft, merchant shipping and shore installations
destroyed or Qevcrelv damaged. As Flagship of Task Unit 77.4.2
in the historic Battle for Leyte Gulf, the NATOMA BAY fought her
gung gallantly againgt enemy dive bomber and suicide planes, - ”
at the same  time sendihg out her own.aircraft to strafe and
bomb Japanese Flcot units........-Althoughcrashed by a Japancse
Kamikeaze while participating in a heavy assault on Miayko _
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Jima on June 7, she sent out 55 sorties from hor damaged flight
decls,.." He also received a Letter of Comm:.dation, Wwith author-
izetion to wear the Commendation Ribbon from the Gommander SEVENTH
Pleet, for services aboard the USS NATOMA BA” from December 10-19,
1944 and January 1-17, 1945, ,

Detached from command of the NATOMA BAY in June 1946, he
served asg Executive O0fflcer of the Naval Air wbation, Mojave,
California. He remained there until January 1947 when he became
Commanding Officer of the Naval Air Facillity, Inyokern, California.
While there he also had additional duty as Assistant Experimental
Officeér for Air. He assumed command of Air Tranaport Sguadron
TWENTY ONE in July 1949, and continued to serve in that assign-
‘ment until August 1950, when he joined the staff of Commander
Fleet Logistics Wing, Pacific, asg Chief Staff Officer.

In Novemper 1951 he reported as Head of the Aviation Ord-
nance Branch, Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department, Washington,
. Ce, and in July 1954 hecame Commanding Officer of the Naval
Station, Adak, Alsska. On April 26, 1955, he was ordered to
similar duty at the Naval Air Station, Olathe, Kansas, and a
year later was transferred to command of the USE WINDHAM BAY
(TCVU-92). ~ When detached. (orders of October 8, 1957) he became
District Inspector General, Sixth Naval District, Hsadquarters
at Charleston, South Carolina, On March 9, 1961, hs was ordered
as Commanding Officer, Naval Ammunition Depot, Bangor, Mailne.

In addition to the Commendation Ribbon, Presidential Unit
Citation Ribbon, and the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, Captain
Elliott has the American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp: the
American Campaign Medal; Agiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with one
silver star and three bronze stars (eight engagements); World
War IT Victory Medal; National Defense Service Medal: and the
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two bronze stars. &

His hobbiles are cabinet making and photography.
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