CAPTATN FRANK W, AULT, UNITED STATES NAVY

‘ppank Willis Ault wes born in Bellaire, Chio, on August P6, 1921,
son of Relph F, and pella {Hendershot) Ault, He attended Bellaire High
School, prior to entering the U, S. Naval Academy, Annapolis,-marylandj
on appointment from his native state in 1939, Greduated snd commissioned
Ensign with the (lass of 1943, on June 19, 1942 (eourse .of instruction
reduced to three years due to World War 11), he subsequently advanced
in rank to that of Captain, to date from July 1, 1962,

Following gradusbion from the Naval Academy in 1942, he Jjoined
the USS ASTORIA (CA-34) as Gunnery officer and while on board that
erulser partieipated in. the Guadalcanal-Tulagi landings. The ASTORTA
was sunk by heavy gunfire on August 9, 1942, during the Battle of Save
Tsland. From November 1942 to November 19hht he served in the USS mUS=
CALOOSA (CA-37) and took part in the action off gasablanca, the Norway
raid, invasion of Normsndy (including the bombardment of Cherbourg) and
the invasion of Southern France.

Deteched from the TUSCALOOSA, he had flight training at various
places until May 1946, heving been designated Naval Aviator in October
1945, After serviee as Operations Officer and Executive officer of
Torpedo Squadron SEVENTY FIVE and Attack Squadron FOUR=B; he had speeial
weapons training and was an Tnstructor in special weapons from January
to September 1948, while attached to the Armed Forces Special Weapons
project, Sandia Base, Albuquerque, New Mexico. He next Jjoined Gomposite
gquadron FIVE, the Navy'ts first atomie bonb dglivery.sqpadron, to serve -
as Operations and Intelligence officer until March 1951, then reporibed
as Assistant for Air Applications in the Atomic Energy Division, Office
of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, washington; D, C.

Between July and September 1953 he had jet. transition training,
while sttached to Advanced Training Unit TWO HUNDRED, &t the Neval Air
Advanced Training Command, Corpus Christl, Texas, after which he served
‘ag Executive Officer of Attack Squadron FIFTY-FIVE, which cperated in
_the Korean asrea of hostilities. In June 1954 he joined the gtaff of
cormander Fleet Alr; Alsmeda, with headguarters at the Naval Adr station,
Alameds, California, as personnel Offieer, While there he also commanded
the Flag Administration Unit. In March 1955 he assumed command of Attack
squadron TWO HUNDRED SIXTEEN, In September 1956 he was assigned to the
pureau of Ordnance, Navy Department where he was Military Assistent for
Nuclear Weapons (Research Division) and Dipector of Research for Astros
nautics until August 1958. After imstruction at the Tndustrial College
of the Armed Forces, Washington, D. C., he was attached to Cdrrier Re=
placement Alr Group FOUR &s & prospective Commanding Officer from June
1959 to March 1960, when he assumed aomuand of Carrier Air Group TEN.
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n May 1961 he reported as Head of the Space Programs Branch in
the Astronautic Development pivision (later Development Facllities,
Astronsutics and Ranges Division), Offige of the Chilef of Naval Opera-
tions, Navy Department and in February 1962 beoame Military Assistant
to the Deputy Director (Space) in the Ooffice of Research and Englneel= '
ing, Office of the gecretary of Defense, washington; D, C. He assumed
ommand of the USS RENVIILE (APA-227) in May 196k and in June 1965 re=
turned to duty on the staff of Commender Fleet AIY, Alsmeda, this time -
ag Chief gtaff Offlcer.

Tn Pebruary 1966 he became commanding Officer of the USS CORAL
sEa (CVA-43) end is entltled to the Ribbon for-and a facsimile of
the Navy Unit Commendation awarded that alreraft carrier. He Joined
the Staff of Commander Naval Air Force, vacific in March 1967 and in
June, that year, transferred to the staff of Commander carrier Division
ONE ss Chief of Staff and Alde. [N March ‘1968 he reported for duty in
the Office of the Chief of Naval: Operatlons, Navy pepartment, washington,
D, C., end in August 1968 wes sssigned to ‘the Raval Alr Systems Command

Headquarters, Washington, D. C, :

Tn addition to the Navy Unit.Commendation Ribbon, captain Ault
has the Joint Service Commendation Medalj American Defense Service
Medal; American Campaign Medal; Asistie=pacific campaign Medal with
two operation starsj EuropeannAfricanamiddle'Eastern Campaign Medal
with four starsi world War I victory Medals China Service Medal (ex-
tended); Navy Occypatlion gerviee Medal, Furope ¢lasp; National pefense
gervice Medal with bronze star;'Kprean gervice Medalj the United Na-
tione Service Medali and the Vietnam Service Medal. -He also has the
Expert pPistol shot Medal, : '

- T

Tn 1948 he completed courses in advanced nucleonics at the Univer=
gity of New Mexico. He ig a member of the American Astronautical Soclety
and a former member .of the Armed Forces/Natiohal Regearch Council Comittee

on Bioasﬁromautics,
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