REAR ADMIRAL JAMES CEORGE ATKINS,
UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED X
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‘ James George Atking wag porn in Piattsburg,_N@w York, on May 26,
1897, & son of the 1ate Mr, and Mrs, yilliam Garrett Atklns., He
attended Central High School in iladison, Wisconsin pefore enlisting
in the U.S. Navy in 1913, After two years of enlisted service, he
ontered the U.S. Naval Academy from Wigconsin in 1915, and was
graduated and cormmissioned Ensign in June, 1918 with the Claes of
J019. He was subsequently promoted through the various grades, aber
‘talning the rank of Capfaln to date from June 17, 1942, He was trans-
ferred to the Retired Tist of the Navy in the rank of Rear Admiral on

June 30, 1949.

After graduation from the Naval Academy, he went overseas lmme—
dtately, and served in destroyers the last several months of the warl,
Duty in destroyers continued until 1921. In 1920 he-recelved a Coin—
mendation from the Secretary of the Navy, Josephus Daniels, for
risking hls life in the resoue of two men washed overboard at s6d.
He was next ordered to the Submarine Base, New London, Connecticut
for duty under instruction, and subsequently had duty in submarines
for two years, and qualified for command of submarines, in 1923 he
was asslgned to duty in connection with commissidﬁing of the USS
COLORADO, and served aboard her for two years thereafber, He was
then ordered to the Bethlehem'ﬁhipbuildihg*Gbrporation, Quincy,
Massachusetts, in connection with the building and commissioning of
the alrcraft carrier LEXINGTON. He then had duty aboard from her
commissioning date until late in 1928. He reported ab that time to
the Naval Air Station, Pengacola, Florida, to serve as Instructor.

Returning to submarine duty in the summer of 1928, he wasg ab-
tached to the USS V.4, and 1ater to the V-6, both of Submarine
Division 20, Battle Fleet. Tn 1931-32 he asasisted in commissioning
the USS NAUTILUS, and served consegutively 1in the NAUTILUS and 1n the
ARGONAUT, In June, 1932, he returnsed to shore duby as Alde to tThe
Commandant, Navy Yard, Mare Island, Californid, where he served for
a year. Again ordered %to sea, he served for three yoars ag Flag
Lieutenant on the staff of Commander, Battle Force (the late Admiral
Joseph M. Reeves, USN), followed by similal duty on his staff when
he was named Commander-in-Chief, U.8. Fleeb,

In June, 1936, he served as Navigator of the USS CHESTER and for
a year thereaftel, He then served a two year tour of dubty as In-
structor in the Naval Reserve Offlcers Training Corps Unit of the
University of Washington, at Seattle. In June, 1932 he assumed COW=m
mand of the Uss oGLALA, flagshlp of Mincoraft, Battle Forcg, atb Pearl
Harbor, T.H., and was in that duty until Fobruory, 1941, when he
transferred to the heavy crulser NEW ORLEANS for duty as Executive
0fficer, He was aboard the HEW ORLEANS at Pearl Harbor in the Jap-
anese attack of . December 7, 1941, and also at the Battle of Goral Sea
and the later Battle of Midway.

Back to the Continental area in August, 1942, he commissioned
the UyS, Naval Training Station, Farragub, JTdaho in October of that
year, and remained as Executive Officer of that Station, later as
Aoting Commandant until Sepbember, 1944, During that period of duty
he recelved, in May, 1945, an honorary degree of Doctor of Engineering
from the University of Montana School of Mines. When detached from
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" that assignment in September, 1944, he was prdered as Commanding Of-
ficer of the USS TUSGALOOSA for combab operations in the Asiatlc gred.
Tn that command he participated in the operations agalnst Iwo Jima and
Okinawa, and was awarded a Leglon of Merit with Combab By HEor OXe
ceptionally meritorious conduct . . a8 Commanding Officer of the USS
TUSCATO084 during ope rations in support of the agsault and occupatlion
of Iwo Jima from February 16ﬂto Mareh 7, 1945, and of Okinawa from

March 25 to May 1, 1945. « '

The following Februairy, 1946, he becamt Senior U.S. Naval
Liaison Officer, South East Asia, and in February, 1647 agsumed duty
as the U.S. Naval Attache, American Fmbassys New Delhi, India. Ee
returned nome under orders of April 12, 1848, and reported o the
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washington,
D, C., where he had duty in- the Office of Naval Intelligence. He was
so serving when relieved of all active duty pending his retirvemcnt.
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In addition to the Legion of Merit, Admiral Atkins has the
Mexican Service Medal, the Victory Medal {(World War 1), the amerlcan
Defense Service iedal, the American Campaign HMedal, the asiafblo~
Pacific Campailgn Medal with silver star for five engagements, the
Philipplne Liberation Ribbon, and the World War II Victory Medal. He
alsp has the Expert Rifleman's and Expert Pistol Shot medals.
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