
WIVES of the returning NC flyers await
ship in Hoboken, N.J. (above left). Crews
pose for photograph in Washington (left).
The medallion (above) was presented to all
hands by Glenn Curtiss at congratulatory
banquet held in their honor in July 1919.

l l ll l l and a triumphant return!

NAVY ‘WELL DONE’ is expressed at a
ceremony held in the Secretary’s office.
Left to right are Roosevelt, McCulloch,
Byrd, Read, Hinton, Towers and Secretary
of Navy Josephus Daniels. Meanwhile, the
NC-4 was being overhauled and prepared

for an extensive Navy recruit ing tour.
The crew was honored by foreign decora-
tions, but it was not until ten years
later, in 1929, that a special medal (be-
low) was struck by an Act of Congress.
(Note misspelling of Chief Rhoads’ name.)



NC-9 made final operational flight in November 1922.

THE FIRST MAN to fly the Atlantic,
Albert C. Read, took the NC-4 on a recruiting tour
of 39 cities after his famous flight. During WW II,
Rear Admiral Read served as
Commander, Fleet Air Norfolk. In the photo at right,
he conducts an inspection aboard
USS Guadalcanal in 1944. . . . A total of ten NC-4 flying
boats were built. The NC-5 through -10
were constructed in a three-engine configuration.
Three of the planes were lost owing to
difficulties associated with open sea landings and
subsequent attempts to have-them towed by ship.
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