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IN THE

RUSSELL GROUP

in the Solomon Lslands
m

‘ond then came the great awakening when we landed in the

Russells on our own—no barracks and showers — Just an empty,

i

c/crm/a /'Uﬂy/e- "This was 7%9 5/707‘. o& C’m e M.E, ‘B’ﬁ/'#_




Shower hour, afler 1630 -choicest }mr‘t‘ o the «Laq
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Our quaint and cyrious swllewi




| OF THE
SEVENTEENTH
;_Nﬁ'i' o bad as it looHs! Dy.EL.Aaberg, Phavma-

_¢ist R.J.-Michaud, T. v.Barber : )
= R T e - | -
“Fer th [ast time, sick-call

aint ¢l 1730."
Prarmacsl G. A, Lussier
u_ 1{TmorRE -
ATABRINE SULFAll{ sALT
i |{rasLess|fi

Dy K. Cursan and avle, LD.Hudson — 34 February




Brush-wizlders T.B.Kennedy and
AL ShOyr - 5th February

Gurmers mate W E Koontz and his henchmen,
K.w. Stanavd, .1 Sublett, A Patersan

z 5 5 i

" D.EBean, A.L.Gray, T.H.Cavaway R.F.Covsair, Carp.P.F. Davis—
opecaters of ody Tivst clip jointt

Cobblers L.MeCadden avd J. Jefferson proleng
the lives of weary, wildewed shoes -4 Feb.

v

Tovy Martins and Reber? Elligh comha.‘rmg BanKa
wud in a bacK "street’ of Headquarfers area

Mail specialists W.E.Meyer- and L.M.Newton -~
A-MLovd SKac, assisting, veturned o the States

13 Febvuary, an Ensign!

L‘I‘.J.Lun&\l and C.Brigman, jungle evadicator ...



philaYers and Culex Killerd

The ever-active Avopheles 20

Ho\hiwood Bivd. .
5 Horver Chambe
Y —even with gas
. masks!

A ‘bﬂaical Sffeg't, well-

Kept and neat

Company"A

" Signal school, every ¥ —"
,every Fovenoon, divected by H.W. Brynver (in shorls)

Evmet T €

.’Rohmson’s

P

ey



Welders H.5. TeKes

Trawme 10 the Making
Lobvieatonooe
ists R.L
' ‘ L. Barneg

and E'A'sl’a"Kman

and. I Aqu‘damo-a“ A

™Tre Unfmished S '
ymphony, lafe Janua
! c!eav‘mg‘ Y 3fter a prodigious amount of S T
‘ ne month later. A proj :
: . 'P\'O_]ed'o‘r was ail that
Was needed; ¥ never
3 ver came!

gsuall Ship's Yore vevamped = wih Mareh

Officers ot
al, whe make Headquaﬂe\'s ticK -~ 3vd
vd March Waitieg, 3°
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Geventesnth pama% Pawer and Lugh‘k {‘f; A ‘chkhw&'&,

T.V. Barbey, R.E.McAvthuy, DEGraves, a FeinKe
Pringle, £ Nizolek, J. K. Matqma,aﬂé R.L. E“mﬁ'

Lineman E.J. MizoleX

LB, Patterson and WD Lammeg with ‘chw L&t
demonstration model o long, " wide,
6% &gey, maée i eaa;hi areh

Elechrician B. Graves waking a
switeh $vow a shell t&’siag

“Coleys . ...

=

Ean

P
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IN THE

ST. MATTHIAS GROUP

OF THE BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO  \ ¢
(DO

A

APRIL — AUGUST 1944

Teal tree - Monarch of the Ewirau wilds
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Isiand Chapel, butlt b
Yhe Southwest Paci¥ie with staned

windows.

‘TQ?‘NSE

nt

Seabees. The anly Chapel vo

ghabs ab

Placques detoraling uppes walls
its basged on Ewmivau,

Jeepers creepers i

?hcqu made by
.‘s.}{e’tme:&
hanging in the
hi\?ei

Tstand Chapcl,en the edge of the jungle, above Porple Beach  Awg S

" Native

village near oue camp

ik dsﬁ‘*
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Toof Aironitas S

g And oIheX hangoy

Egge Lot Kavie

e Stomedsra. 2 Won 22 W

Dischavging depth chavges
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‘Puv?le Peach betore c::m?le’ﬂm

Bustling, bristling activity whenever the ships come in Box-hooKs dischavge geveral cargo

=l

gt

Same as # 84, Front view L. John Lundy and his em*rgzﬁc stride




OUR THEATRE OF.ACTION FROM EARLY MAY TO MID-JULY
15

Pestined Jor a highly Teetol caveer — o veefs ¥ Typreal st &% Fovple Beach

complete The imstallations

Finger prece by wid-June




(Aboard the Liberty Ship, JACK LONDON

...one of the mkmy vessels
unloaded by the men of the
/7th Special

20th & 30th MAY

e

The JacK London hedged about by LeTs

TR

SO O

"Tonnage hell — puet m
Aouse back !~

0%% come the hatch beams

Aemplane wings in the big box

)

rom the holds of ships comes the materiel needed -{'0

send the Jap ree,irxg backward over the Pacific. Here

15 wkere {*Le ’7{"1 Speciql 798%5. in some }mrd punches. Rolling sfocK \'eadxifojr rerhoval

T A P A A T P Al A o A A o T G R A I A S A A ™ A e O R
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/led, the battalion Azw}?g made

rnumerous records in the field of m;’/f‘z‘a’f'y stevedoring

-

v
&

“THEY SHALL NOT WANT”

cLOUr ,a/ec/_ge ful

el
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DISCHARGING— Ol AND GAS DRUMS FROM THE JACK LONDON
USING THREE SETS OF BARRELL CHIMES



Oncw;\oﬁ’}i\ later ' . e .
-2 luxurigys cam .
_ P, completely equi
pped

OUR CAMP

Seabee ¥
Supe\'-hsghwaq h'tsed'ing our cawp

Coral tor our excellent voads about Camp

THE FINEST ON EM/R/‘IU/

helped enormously

It A-framed

Panira -bui
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. { 1
putldmg, ecected by Ameritan {orce

ig‘\“g Lof*, %‘Ts‘

W, McBride, one of Dolan’s lofly tads

Busy ship-titters quicKhl Yig vp waler system




Blackswiths J.D.Petrocell’ and W. M.Glass

TucKeved oul Trutks treated by T Hamitton and
Ww. Swith

J.H.Castle ~E.B.Becker

on distribution lines

L AR

& worKe

Power 'f\am‘\ and, guys who

govern th

21



Bread and Fes

for ravenous %uas, made h‘i M.Griggs, V. Lewis,

D.Hayres and M. Tulove

1 'i
H

Ga\hli approach sPrucui up h'i syu‘ri‘!'ed gang of Co.'C"

GALLEY and

e —
L. Turner and J.Kuzma grinding the hamburg

Seullery wer King wicely ~the Patialions °“\'i brick worK




calil \-eues a s‘?amracis m Cs?‘a B
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rVia ed mﬁ? of
\? fan }“:é: nrfiz:? With hapyer
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* ot Cen

. T Officexs Mess—cooks : cooKs : O-Wilson, W. Hnll F.J Rhone, L. McDowell,

, and £ M. DecKer

DISBURSING: LT,
J. Gmsberg

G.0.C, Johnsi’on 3. RG
B.E Pierce and L

TPy I :
Noon an

glow, .M. H
- th Juli

agea,

H.H. Wheeler CEM and TV, Bavher wizards of our P.A. 1. and Tele
system | im Adwministration Bl&g

Thes Bc s in toto -8th Jul P?o bottom: JA ’Reed
lsm

'mohd A.J. Maxing, R.S. W.L.Wood, R.W.
ow.\-atree W.E. Nelson, W.R. Meanor M. Rosenblum,
W.C. Moove J. FZmeeﬁ J.u . Lilley, J.J. Walsh,
J.F, ?orTe\r J. Harrell, Lt W.E. McG n‘vm and
WK, Turner

Hosp‘ntal Wavrd “h Joly




Officexs Mess-cooKs : 0. Wiison .3!,.4:&:;2,!..!&}10&&“,
and F. M. DecKey

EJLRSL*%OCJGF; M, SR Giles "

i 0L Johnston | JR.Gi i '

J.Givsherg, B.E Pievce and L.g[;fiﬁﬁxﬁlﬁﬁii”'ﬁ%mﬂ.
. b

“HM. Wheeler CEM and T.V. BarheY, wizaras 0% ouy ?..aad‘l&ierhme .
system, in Adwinisteation Bug,

) The ' Beoy

5 in toto-8th Ju\\g Top Yo bottom:J AReed,
J. AHaremond, A.J Maring, R.5.Dlsen, W.C.Wood, K. W.
oversireet, W.E.Nelson, W. K. Meanoy, M.‘Re&mﬁm,
W.C.Moore, J. FBurnett, Jb Lilley, J.J. Walsh,
JF. Porter, J. Havvell, Lt W.E McGlyan and
WK Tuxnery

T YT




FFICERS

VEersus

" CHIEFS o
b the 278 CB. bl fi

8 JULY
Score: Chiefs 10-0Off. 5

Ens. BB Griel “Flied o0t Yo 1. Spears, CaM, 3d baseman

27



Poathony LotTon, Lo. "L prepares s field pach

Red Peath~

one o¥ Ewigad

y ;beavs'?\i S}ﬁ“ﬁ

Alovg Yhe cuxvmg srenic Sivands ...

T Purple ”E«.. th . . .
P ach of h\esi\ghf’f ; tavewell o Emivay




SEPTEMBER 1944

®
arOZ Z ”QS The Island is about six miles long

JUNE 1945
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Marines //é*‘/,lo

oo

>, ',M ,f"j«.
f’é%%@f/ \.
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FI5LE

[/ 5@

cial Toke lstand !

COIGIANDSR BERRY SALUTES 17TH
FOR EFFICIENCY DURING IVVASION

To the men of the 1L7th Jpeclal:

once agein I take pride in

commending +this battallon Iar
the distingnished part it played
in the invasion of this islands
In perforuipg capably and bravo-
Ly under the most severe ciroum=
gtanceg, you reflected nothing
tut eredit to vhe 17th Spscisl.

We havs been couplimented offig- .

ially by those euthoritiss in
charges of the invasione Bub pep-
haps a2 greater itridbute
comes diveet from the larines
themsclivos~ewlith whom we Lought
slde by side in the zame foxlwlesn
"It might have been & different
story without the 1¥bh Spoeisnl-e
‘e Job was oo hard, wo task oo
dangerous” was  tholr sumuarye
Tha% ig high pralge indeeds

S0 as your commanding officor,
I oongrabulate you warmly for
dolng a tough job and doing it
wolle Yo vere tomporarily doe
Pached from owr rogular atovos
dore duticg, Fow, I point out
to you vetre In ithe midad of ane
obthicy  teugn, imporitant baskee
unleading ships. We src shouldsprs

dng  tho major opart of the job
alone of gebtting supplice and
sguivmont  asghove for the thou-

sandy of men  and  vaerdious units .

on the iszland, I czll on you to
continue to tucklc this job wigh
the same dchormination ond olfli-
elioney with whish you poritici-
pated in the invazione e musth

ompby  thoge siips ag awiltly s

possible, for ihoy art necdud in
novw invasions thot will holp ond
the war sooncrs. Thabts your job
nov-=de it wells
LheCondrs MeEs Borry
Sommanding Gfficer
. We O« aVe Bonnomo ond Bleh-
srd Hynos, [ormer chiels in the
17thy cxre momborsg of anothor CB
Cgroup on hio lslond,

.

to us -

The volee droned in husky bonsg
over the PA. sysbtem:"21l Sesbeos
lay below to your quartera ho
orepare for debarkationdy -
That was ug~~the 17th Speclale~s
- 8o we geranbled below for packs
- and rifles. It was L1000 the morne
ing of Dwday fLor the assault on
this tiny speck of en island, a
new oubpoest. on the road to the
Prilllipiveas ;
The Flrst Iarines hit the beach
at Hehour of 0830, and here it

wore geiting ready to plunge inlo
what turned out - fc be the most
spectacular and hazsbdous period
of ocur lives, .

From the declt of our troapahip,
we hsd wabtched sines dawn a pow-
erful segment of our flest hurl
tong ol stesl and explosives on~
o the izlande Then we llstened
with sablisflaction te an anmounce~
ment that the iaripes-wveterans
of Guadsleanal, Jape Glouchsisr
and  Talascaw«had successfully
made thoir beonchheads, '

Now cawe our call, for the 17ih
-Speelal; a8 a Beabee stevodore
outfit (best in the Pacifie)
vas to ogtabllish mmoe cod supply
dumps on the boachs It wag the
last day of our ninth month of
overscus. dulbve '

S0, o Dwaded for shore, and
thercupon Toan into o raging
Spatble wvhieh gince hins  beon

rated tho fioreesd thus for in
the Paciliew—and tho bloodiocgt.
The 17th Spoeinl absorbed every
bit of punishment and troachory

ond trickery that 12,000 foauapi-
enl, shricking Japs could dish
otby

Flrst-wavers fought sido=by-giae
vith Morince in thosame foxholces
and  werc subjeetcd to o dooedly
mordar barrage for dayse. Our mon
carricd gmmnition up Tronk, ond
trought boel wounded on bho pow
turn trip. The First night, o
stinking swomp kEncowdoeop in smcl
had  to be waded to gob amme up
- {Contimicd Pago 2}

wag Jugt 80 minutes later and we -



DebarKation from the $.5. Mémacpoﬂ’,

28 Seplember; the Battalion ufs
who missed the bleod 'y gsﬂ’ﬁi




ﬁ_rical"!‘ewa'm where §i h;fing dﬂgg&i thy

ten. bitler weeks

i

Down fvom the hills m Ia ‘whivl of dust




B

4o wiles

Cal Turner (wearing goggles) and his Ja}a Jeep, bought
i T gets

from a Marine; a 2-cylinder job,’

Per 'galton of gas

Jap ant;

~airevaft PosiTion neay Admimisty

afion ares

] fox goo ¢
Everywhere along edge of airfield — OF the VMTB 13% camp
Yokens of Jap defeat
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li

Mavine communicali .
power Pi;ﬁ iw vubble of Jap

But the Thundey

Block houses ave wmade of ton
of YanKs will

erele a;nd- stee

waKe ‘em ]ml \

fan]
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N “‘{Z“
- Oux supplies came in; the airfield grew; and oul
of the hills came Jap bullets occasionaliy




ay-vad shether

'.Blooéz‘ Nose and Jap

e,

Halted by Jap anti-tanK mine

Thathe

Marines ~Time out for helmet




Long vitw of Death ‘miieg., ien}fin’g south

Laile of Laath ?/afﬂﬂy

Zale Ocleber

i m e AT EYE N A0 TIoVL

m»;hm 2t cave-dwellers
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MainTenance and operaﬂon of the beach was dove
by ¢BMU 5T and 17t 5p.




To The glovy of The 303,730, and {7 R 5p L B +--



Ceoand ?m?e‘. next dmj Co. "B $rmges invasien ,ﬁea.chhaa&

CAMP PROGRESS

oo dnd Sour days Tater

| S R e o S, By TG By
FROM FOXHOLES TO FERRIC FABRICATIONS

3‘.:&’5 -tye View of wanmp, 700 fest beij&w ~13 Novewmber T The Adwimistvation Aved - fate Febyuary |



Ail ihirs stoed well offshove

AFTER THE TYPHOON

Povitoon Tinger piers Foseed about NiKe Tin plates

Shipping and cavgo operations came fo 3 standstil|

«o+strewn as far as one could See

- _ _ 7 N OVQ 9 l 944

The stor

Y S PRI
m wgs no *resrecfe'r of Officers’ C

OUNTY’ !

Tavngled Te!erhme lines feshified the ‘i‘,rhon's fur’ _ The galley avea ety




Awaiting action: an Avmy tanK, with Navy flame-thvewers
manned by Mavines '

LiqU'l& death spurls inls ﬂip. hideout

Approach Yo SisTers Ridge” - gist Inf. Div.

Flames licK deep inte amd avund meuth of cave

Casvally from sumwit of TSisTers TRidge"

—

-

o



LooKing info The Bowl and northward from svwwit of
Sisters’ Ridge, zeoft. elev., highest poral on Island

A very few Japs did no join henovable ancestors

The ﬁow! - wheﬁ the 323vd “Wildcal” Regimend
(@1=t Int. Div) mopped up the last Peleliu Japs

AF The wouth oF Thes Tave BT s Novern
bey 27, ended orne of the bloodiest
cawmpaigns of the Pacitic

e ot ok SITeYS Ridge , With
y’m;:iﬁ.-ﬁa Tol Seavied Beach in .hatngunf ?

About To culer the prisoners’ camp
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Prepavedness —81st Wildeat Inf. Div. Tovth end of 1slang

BANYAM TREE near Purple Beach, one of the few
lavge Trees on Peleliv which survived the
. invagsion blitz

o

oy

oy

o
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CombR. Eppie PEAaBODY
and His

“TUNE TOQPERS”

TOUR PELELIU
NOV. 18 — 24
while the chatter of guns

/s still inthe arr.

45

S —

Grewrge Ramaby, Nick :Ih‘ago ch DsLaﬂa “Bsil Manzo
and Cam&f-?ea el

P

‘ bﬁa A «ﬁ&
\. L)

o u% :ﬂ “i &
q? \o \g) , e g

’ "

. ”9

\? ‘u‘f\(’.’{g

At the Jap vadio stalin —
he "King of the Banjo* and his troupe

Vi LOCAL
= ENTERTAINMENT

pets®
o ?i““’

\a“?:‘"
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Chayplain Anthony J. O’Drisct;ll,aalst In?an?vq,
pertorming “ritual of dedication

 Dedication of Monument

27 fﬁ ﬂéceméer]944. N

and Cemetery

RS Y S ‘

Golors ~a 17th Special performance Jani

Unveiling of Monument

47



Vics Adwaval J. A Hoover

Eeti o wlred v Foom o oo ow
av?& %tarir:tsgma‘::ve& “;%fpic Hé:‘i am‘!zl

Tho CARGO COMET
PURPLE HEARD AWARDED
17TH SPECIAL MEMERRS

Four members of the 17th Special
wers gawarded +the Purple Hesrd
last week by Vice=Admirsl J, Re
Hoover in lmpressive ceromornics
gt the elrsirlp

- The four were Chiof E.Bs Hope
man of Bunkle, Lap Jerome Ginaw
berg, SKle, of Brooklyn; Mex M.
Blglow, SK20, of Buffelio, Ne Y
and Ee Le Daviaz, Slo, or Hooroas
Vill@gg Ha Co

PURPLE HEARTS TO ACQUILANO,
ROGERS:; GEN(;;{M. Campie LL
SEVENTEENTH!

™o 10
sresanted the Purple Heart Deo, 27 in ceromons=
ies at the baitalion parade grounds.

Jomes Aculleno, 8F20,
of White Plaling, Hels

and ¥Fred W. (Buck)
Ropers,iMis, of Tren«
ton Ne J» worse the
two men to be honored
Brdge Gena Hy We
GCampbell, Oommanding
General of the Island,
made the presentations
in the mneame of the
Prasident . of the UeSs
and Secretary of the
Havys Platoona of
Headguarbers and Come
vany  A. Tormed an
honor guard for the
soremonieg.
gGeneroal Campbell
alge had high prelse
for the 1%7%h Spesisl
ag & battallon,
"1 wanb to express

my eppreglation to
this batialionfor the
splendid work 1t hsas
done on this islond,"
the goneral deslared.

ey




ur Comdr. WO
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. = . . . i b et
T - This is probably the queerest snniversary any of us o % .
< it} have ever celebrated, and the paramount hops in the R

i rir) . hoart of all of us ia thet a year from now we wontt be “
gl obzerving our second year Oversead, SR
AT Yetl there 1 a btwo~fold canse for satisrsction on [ .. %+
A our part todays The first is that the days and wecks el
rrv ) and months bave sbacked up- in mmazingly swift Tfashiony PR

: We'lve come & long ways sinee this duy a year ago when vy “o
ol wa edged slowly oway from the doclt at Port Hueneme and -
Lol polnted  for San Pranclisco before commencing the long "§.u '
Vet trek across the Paclfic, Tis battalion plunged Into SR
PRAN its business of helping win the war and now a yeur has RN
el Thed bye . . R P
MR The secound reason for satisfaction lies in the fact KPR
P bhat ab the close of our firgd yeur in the Paclflie, we .
e Wb are able to look baglkr and see jobs well done abt fhree -
s 4 sucoessive basess. This 1s bthe most Imporitant cause by -
Yy Lar for a feeling of pride Hodays ) “
s el Ab our Tirst base, we lsarned the ropes of this e
S, P wital businoso of stevedoring during wortimo, At our
.ol sccond base, tho feochings of the first island showed
Lo outstanding reopsulbtss We toppled wurnleading rocords
S o) right and 1eft and carned the rceputatlon of beling one
0% 3 of the most capoble babttolions in the Pucilice I por=
; st sonally think you arc the best oubfit out hore, bub of
e course btharo arc othe¥  mnooial battaldions who won't
: BEPCOe
- - ‘Phen here at third base, we ran into a hornetfs
nesty and the hot reception dished oub by the Japs gave
j vo & rough btime for a couple of monthas Bub our colorg
-, were Iiying higher than ever becauss of the way you
S ,I} carriod on undor fires Thet added to our presbige and

e
E N L]

crocdit, and here wo are riding high as the soegond overs-
BO8S YO OpUnde ‘
e I want 0 may thiy to youe~keep on rlding high, no
I 4} mebber how rough or btough it getse I'd like to be sble
et B0 bell you whan weltre golng home. I cannot even venw
S+ +f ture a prediction, bub like all of you, 1 want 1t to be
“7 L1 poone The now vear 1945 wlll be a thankful one, for 1t
‘v { mogt ecerbeinly will see us back in the sbabtes, but the
K quesbtion ag to whebher it will be early or late or the
v middle of the yesr dcss not have an answer noWe
Lo I extend congratulations to svery onc of you for
sueecesalfully ecompleting a year of foreign service for
-0} wour country, and for wmaliing the name of the 17%h
. ‘Opecial & respocied onve ) :
"f Also, my begt wishes to all of you for a Merry
! Christmas and Happys Victorlious Hew Yesar,

P Lte Comdr., Moses E. Berry,
: Comupanding Offlcer

p v
A L)
PR
L EA *
N IR
:

®




3.¢. Makiet
BERGBREITER'S GOLF COURSE

¥

FEB. 13- PURPLE HuART AWARDED 10
2l IN IEPRESSIVE CIREMONY.

Twenty-fow additional mem~

bers of the 17th Special werse
awarded the Purple Heart recente -
1y for wounds received in the
campalgn for this Island.,

The growp incluwdes R.L.0Gil-

’R-C.Hughe‘.*:"n.

)

lizm, CBM; C.C.Dawson, (MZe
Lett, SK2¢; J.C.Haffei, SF2e;

Pierce Somers, SF2c; Joe Allen,
Ll3c; M.C,Beckwith, Cox.; W.8.
Demines, Cox,; William Bowie, Slc;
W, W.Clements, Sle; T,H.Gray, Slc;
Eugene Fearns, Slci Joseph Lacour,
Gle; Homer Jackson, Slec; Clarence
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