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IT ¥AS A BRIGHT SUNNY DAY I Ma¥, 1985, JHEN I OPENED THE MASSIVE DOOR OF THE CEC AND SEABEE MUSEUM AT
PORT HUENEME, CALIFORNIA. AS MY EYES ADJUST ED TO THE CHANGE OF LIGHT I FOUWD ? LF NOT JUST INSIDE BUT
IN ANOTHEZR TIME AND PLACE...\ VOYAGE INTO THE PAST. ;

IT JAS QUIET. I NOTICZD THEAT VISITORS WERE NOT JUST "WYALXING THROUGH" BUT EACH WAS STANDING AT DIFFERE ENT
DISPLAYS FOR LCHG PERIODS OF TIME, DEZP IN THOUGHT. AS I WRITE THIS 0%, I SEALIZE THAT IF ZACH ONE OF
TYEM WERE TO BE INTERVIEVED, AY...WHAT A STORY THA WOULﬂ\éiéﬁG. THZ CIVIL EHGINIEIR CORP3S AND THE SEABZE
DID AFTER ALL SERVEZ ALL OVER THT WORLD. p

\FTZR VIEYING FROM FLOOR TO CEZILING FOR AN EMOTIONAL FEY HOURS...I KINZJ THAT T WOULD HAVE TO COME BACK
WPOMORROW". I RESTED (N THEZ CHAPEL AND REMEMZER UOMPARING THE QUILTNESS TO THE SOUNDS OF BATTLE AND
BUILDING TiIAT HAD TO HAVE TAXEU PLACE IN TIMES PAST.

REFRESHED, I LEFT THE CHAPZL.....WENT T THEZ GIFT SHOP, AND WALKED BACK INTO TOLAY.

HERE I FOUND A DRIGHTLY LIGHTEZD SHOP FILLED WITH COLCRFUL GIFTS OF EVERY POSSIBLE SORT...RANGING FROM TEN
CENTS TO EXPENSIVE GOLD D SILVER...ZACH, REGARDLESS OF PRICE, EXQUITELY DESIGNED.

THE AMBIANCE WAS WAEM AND FRIENDLY...I WAS NO LONGER TIRED. MY EYZ FELL UPON A BOCK. THE COVER TITLE WAS
"CRUISE BOOX...13TH NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION". WHAT IS THIS!!! I HAD NEVER SEEN ONE BEFORE. PERHAPS
PHEY HAVE ONE FOR THE 13TH SFEZCIAL NAVAL CONSTRUCTICHN BATTALION!!! WHAT A GIFT FOR MY BROTHER!!!

T %AS TOLD “I'M SO SCRRY...3UT WE DO NOT HAVE ONZE".

AT THAT MOMENT I XNEW THAT I HAD TO CORRECT THE SITUATION AND MADE THE DETERMINATION TO DO 30.

AND SO IT WA3S THAT I WALZED INTO THE UNKNOWN AND CAME OUT WITH THE PAGES THAT FOLLOW..OVER TWO YZARS LATER.
SINCE THE INSPIRATION CAME FROM THE MUSEUM...IT IS APPROPRIATE THAT I OFEN THE BOOK WITH A PHOTOGRAPH OF
THE MUSEUM, I THANK ALL WHO HAD ANYTHING TO DO WITH IT'S EXISTANCE.

b
AT THE EIND OF WORLD WAR 11 NUMEROUS SEABET RATTALIONS AND GROUPS OF SEABEES, ON THEIR
AY HOME FROM OVERSEAS, PASSED THROUGH THE NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION AT PORT
,7 57 HUENEME, CALIFORNIA. THEY HAD WITH THEM A WEALTH OF HISTORICAL S3OUVENIRS AND
<?7£. ?s,ii_ég -z iz:cz% MENENTOZS, VAST NUMBERS OF WHICH WERE LEFT AT PORT HUENEME. IN 1946 A MUSEUM W4S
2 25TABLISHED. THE FLOW OF GIFTS, EVER INCREASING, DETERMINED A NZED FOR LARGER

23
= 7
LR ’/,&fa-
jé& < e QU,UTEQS AND A NEV MUSEUM WAS BUILT IN 1956. RENOVATION AND ENLARGEMENT IS CONSTANTLY
/72/¢ /_4¢,yu/ /£>) Zf>‘ PAKING PLACE. THE TOTAL STRUCTURE TOTALS APPROXIMATELY 24,000 SQUARE FEET.
THE GIFT SHOP GENERATES TIE MONIE ALL NEYW EXHIB ATION OF ARTIFACTS
/6?4/?’v{ ,:CZng;f. rHE GIFT SHOP GENERATES THE MONIES FOR ALL NEW EXHIBITS, RESTO?\TIJ 0 s

QIFT SHOP EMPLOYZES, ETC., ETC., AND ETCETZRA.
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. THE.SONG OF THE SEABEES

Lyric by Music by
SAM M. LEWIS PETER DE ROSE
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FROM CALIFORNIA:
(HOMETOWN: CONN.)

FROM WISCONSIN:
(HOMETOWN: ILL.)

FROM MICHIGAN:
(HOMETOWN: ILL.)

I REMEMBER CHARLES LOWELL FROM LOWELL, MASS.. HE WAS THE ONLY SEABEE THAT I EVER
KNEW THAT RECEIVED AN ALLOWENCE FROM HIS MOTHER EVERY MONTH THAT HE WAS IN THE
SERVICE.
I REMEMBER OPEN AIR SHOWERS ON GUAM...AND GREAT HAMBURGERS AT THE ROYAL HAWAIIAN
HOTEL. MY FIRST MEAL BACK IN THE STATES WAS....A HUGE SALAD!!!

' DONALD H. PHELPS CO. D

I RETAIN MANY FRAGRANT MEMORIES OF THE 13TH SPECIAL....LOVABLE, CO-OPERATIVE
TROOPS. HAVING BEEN WITH THE BATTALION SINCE IT'S BEGINNING, I WAS INDEED SORRY
TO HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED. I WENT WITH THE 123RD N.C.B.. IT WAS A GOOD OUTFIT. I
WOULD LOVE TO SEE MY OLD BUDDIES FROM THE 13TH SPECIAL. WISH WE COULD HAVE A
GET TOGETHER. I WOULD DO ANYTHING FOR THOSE BOYS. THEY CALLED ME "PADRE ROY".
HOW ON.EARTH DID YOU EVER FIND ME??? ‘ ;
REVERAND ROY B. SCHMEICHEL CHAPLAIN

I WAS NICKNAMED "“BUNNY" BECAUSE MY PARENTS WOULD SEND ME RAW CARROTS THROUGH THE
MAIL. I REMEMBER TAKING THE TRAIN TO SAN FRANCISCO AND GOING UNDER THE GOLDEN
GATE BRIDGE. THEN ON TO THE TRANSPORT SHIP GENERAL G. O. SQUIER.

ALL OF THE VEHICLES (TRUCKS AND JEEPS) HAD THEIR NUMBERS INSIDE A BLACK ACE OF
SPADES. # 1 WAS THE COMMANDING OFFICER'S JEEP.

WORKING 7 DAYS A WEEK AND 12 AND 13 HOURS A DAY WAS HARD WORK....BUT AFTER THE WAR,

I TRANSFERRED AND ACTUALLY MISSED THE LONG HOURS (AFTER A WHILE). I FOUND THAT
DOING HARD PHYSICAL LABOR MADE THE TIME PASS FASTER AND GETTING HOME SOONER.
RICHARD T. LUDWIG HDQRTS. CO

/3




FROM CALIFORNIA:

(HOMETOWN :

N. J.)

FROM MICHIGAN:

FROM MISSISSIPPI:
(HOMETOWN :

TENN. )

WHILE IN GUAM I CONTACTED THE DRZADED "DENGUE FEVER", I WENT LOOKING #HERE THERE
VAS NONE. I WENT TC SICK BAY 3UT FOUND MYSELF ALL ALONE AND FELT SPOOKED, SO I
LEFT. I FOUND ¥ WAY ON TO A LISERTY SHIP LOCKING FOR HELP. I LAID THERE FOR A
WHILE,....BUT GOT OFF JUST IN TIMZ...IT AS HEADED FOR NE¥ CALEDONIA!!!
I'LL ALWAYS REMEMBER THE RED MUD AT IROGUOIS POINT.
THANK YOU FOR THE "MARCH'" BIRTHDAY CARD. I REALLY APPRECIATED IT. BUT IT HAPPENS
TO BE THAT MY REAL 3IRTHDAY IS IN DECEMBER., I WAS 17 YRS. OLD WHEN I TRIED TO
ENLIST. WHEN I WALXED INTO THE INDUCTION CENTER, I WAS GREETED WITH "HAPPY
BIRTHDAY..YOU ARE IN THE SERVICE NOW", SO I GQUIT WHILE I WAS AHEAD AND LIED
ABOUT MY BIRTHDAY.

CHARLES A WEBBERLEY CO. C

WHAT ARE THE CHANCES FOR A REUNION OF THE 13TH SPECIAL? THE OLDER ONE GETS, THE
DEARER THE MEMORIES BECOME, AND CLOSER TO THE HEART., I HAVE 3 FULL SCRAPBOOKS.
IF WE HAVE A REUNION, I'LL BRING THEM.
MABEL THOMAS WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR PUTTING ON SHOWS AND ALL ENTERTAINMENT BY THE
USO WHILE WE WERE IN HAWAII.
"LUCKY" WAS PICKED UP IN PEARL HARBOR AND TRAVELED WITH US ABOARD SHIP WHEREVER
¥Z WENT. IN GUAM, LUCKY FOUND THE FLOWERS OF ROMANCE AND HAD A4 FAMILY WITH EACH
AND EVERY FEMALZ DOG ON THE ISLAND. SO HE COULD NOT TRAVEL ANY LONGER, DUE TO
MATRIMONY OF HIS HAREM. ;
OUR PRAYERS CONTINUE FOR ALL OF THE MEN OF THE 13TH SPECIAL. MAY THEIR DAYS BE
JFILLED WITH GOD'S LOVE AND BLESSINGS.

EDWARD L KERR HDIRTS. CO.

I REHEMBER EDDIE RHODZS. HE WAS AS FINE A BOY AS I HAVE EVER COME IN CONTACT WITH.
EDDIE AND REIMENSCHNEIDER WERE 323T BUDDIES. THEY WERE INSEPERABLE.

JE HAD TWO BOYS IN CO. 3. WHO EINLISTED AT AGE 14. TYEY VERE DISCHARGED AT CAMP
PEARY. THEY WERE TWINS AND H3LD THEIR OWN UNTIL THEY YERE DISCOVERED.

I CAME HOMZ ON "'EE "SOUTHERN CROSS"....IT TOOK 30 DAYS.

GEORGE V. GLOTFELTE Co. B,




FROM CALIFORNIA:

FROM MINNESOTA:

FROM NEW JERSEY:

FROM NEW YORK:

THE 246 SEASHELLS THAT I SENT TO YOU ARE FROM GUAM. WHILE AWAITING FOR TRANSPOR-
TATION HOME, I REMEMBER THAT EDDIE HARTZKE AND I WENT WALKING ALONG THE SHORE.
WE ALWAYS WORE OUR SHOES, BECAUSE IT WASN'T PLEASANT TO STEP ON SOME LITTLE
SQUISHY SEA URCHINS, WE WOULD PULL UP THE SEAWEED AND THESE LIVING SHELLS WOULD
BE UNDERNEATH.

WE'D TAKE THEM BACK TO CAMP AND BURY THEM IN THE SOIL. IN A FEW DAYS, THE ANTS
WOULD EAVE EATEN THEM ALL CLEAN. THEN WE WASHED THE SAND OUT AND SET THEM OUT
TO DRY.

THE LITTLE CLOTH BAGS THAT THE SHELLS ARE IN ARE THE BAGS WE USED ON GUAM THAT
ORIGINALLY HELD AN ABSORBENT MATERIAL TO KEEP "PARTS" DRY.

EVERARDUS B. WILSON CO. B.

IN REGARD TO THE FIGHTING SEABEES MOVIE PHOTOGRAPH THAT YOU SENT...I REALLY DON'T
SEEM TO RECOGNIZE ANY OF THE GUYS. I USED A FLASHLIGHT AND A LARGE MAGNIFYING
GLASS, OVER AND OVER AGAIN, SOME OF THE MEN "LOOK" FAMILIAR AND THERE IS SOME
RESEMBLANCE TO THE NAMES THAT YOU MENTION,..BUT I CAN'T BE ABSOLUTELY SURE.

I REMEMBER THAT WE DID SOME MARCHING FOR THAT CB MOVIE "THE FIGHTING SEABEES".
WE VORE GREEN OVERALLS WITH OUR WHITE HATS. THE TALL MEN WERE PLACED IN FRONT.
ALVER J. UNCINI CO. A.

"SPAM" KEPT ME ALIVE DURING THE WAR AND I STILL ENJOY IT WITH BROWN SUGAR AND
SWEET POTATOES. WELL, ONCE IN A WHILE.

I REMEMBER BETTY HUTTON ON GUAM....SHE WAS AND STILL IS A FAVORITE OF MINE,

WHEN THE EXCITING NEWS OF THE END OF THE WAR CAME TO Us, IT WAS A JOYOUS OCCASION,
SOME OF THE BOYS JUMPED OVER THE SIDE INTO THE VATER...A FEW FORGETTING THAT THEY
COULDN'T SWIM. OTHERS WERE RUNNING AROUND SHAKING HANDS...EVERYONE WAS SO HAPPY.
WE EVEN STOPPED WORKING FOR ABOUT 15 MINUTES. 4

CHARLES L. MURRAY CO. A.

IT'S HARD TO BELIEVE THAT I WAS ONCE A "BABY BEE". IN 1943 I WEIGHED 165 POUNDS

SOAKING WET.
WILLIAM A MILLS CO. A.

e AL ¢



FROM OHIO:

FROM CONNECTICUT:

FROM OHIO:
(HOMETQYN: PENN.)

FROM ARIZONA:
(HOMETOWN: WASH.)

I REMEMBER HOW HAPPY CHAPLAIN TOOMEY 7AS WHEN WE PRESENTED HIM WITH A MUCH
NZEDED MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION...A JEEP...%WITH A FRESHLY PAINTED ACE OF SPADES
ON IT. ;
WE USED TO TEASE HIM...SAYING THAT ¥E WOULD COME TO MASS, IF WE COULD GET A
SAMPLE OF #IS SACRAMENTAL WINE.
ALSO, WHENZVER WE SAYW HIM APPROACH, WE ALL VOULD XIDINGLY WHISPER OQUT LOUD...
SO HE'D BE SURE TO HEAR US..."SHUSH...NO CURSING...HERE COMES THE FATHER'"!!!
WHAT WE NIVER DID TELL HIM WAS THAT.....WZ STOLE THE JZEP,

MAX ROSEN CO. B

IN TRYING TO IDENTIFY THE MEN IN THIS PHOTO THAT YOU SENT; THE ONLY THING THAT
I CAN REMEMBER ABOUT THIS FELLOW WAS THAT HE HAD A GOLD RING IN HIS EAR. OUR
BATTALION COMMANDER FITZGERALD TOOK HIS I.D. CARD, AND WOULD NOT ALLOW ME, AS
GANG BOSS, TO GO ON LIBERTY UNTIL HE TOOK THE RING OUT.

JOE DELLA DONNA CO. A

I'D LIKE TO SAY "THANK YOU" TO JOHN MARTIN, A FELLOW C.B. IN MY SECTION, WHO
INVITED ME TO SPEND OUR LIBERTY DAY AT HIS HOME IN HOLLYWOOD. WE WERE STATIONED
AT PORT HUENEME AT THAT TIME, UPON ARRIVAL HE INTRODUCED ME TO HIS WIFE AND
FAMILY, INCLUDING HIS WIFE'S MOTHER AND FATHER FROM NO. DAKOTA., DURING THE CON-
VERSATION I LEZARNED THAT HIS WIFE AND SINGER PEGGY LEE WERE SISTERS. PEGGY WAS
IN THE HOSPITAL AT THE TIME, HAVING JUST GIVEN BIRTH TO HER DAUGHTER.

E HAD A OST DELICIOUS DINNER AND SUPPER..AND FRIENDLY STIMULATING CONVERSATION.

Y& SHIPPED QOUT OF SAN DIEGO ON THE USS CABCT TO PEARL HARBOR. 'WHILE AT AIEA, I
WAS AMONG THOSE WHO BUILT QUONSET HUTS ON RED HILL, A SHORT DISTANCE FROM AIEA.

MY ONLY MEMORABILIA I HAVE, OTHER THAN TKE PICTURES, IS A MENU FROM THE CABOT.
IT'S TOURS!!!
RALPH R. MITCHELL CO. F

I WAS ASSIGNED TO THE 13TH SPECIAL ON GUAM IN JUNE OF 1945. BOY, WAS IT HOT!!!I‘THE WORK

JAS HARD WITH LONG HOURS.
THE FIRST THING I DID AFTER I GOT HOMZ WAS TO TRY O MY CIVVIZS TO SEE IF THEY STILL FIT.
THEY DID...BUT I THINK I EAD SROWN AN INCH CR TWO.

CARL 7. OHLER CO. C.




FROM MISSOURI:

FROM TEXAS:

FROM CONNECTICUT:

I WAS ON LST 244. THERE WERE FOUR LST'S IN OUR GROUP AT THE INVASION OF GUAM. IN
ADDITION, THERE WAS A TROOP SHIP THAT EAD JUST A FEVW OF OUR MEN ABOARD.

WE LEFT THE MARSHALL ISLANDS AHEAD OF TIME...ABOUT 30 DAYS...WE TURNED AROUND AND
HEADED BACK IN A HURRYeeeoo..

YES, I WAS A CHIEF MASTER CARPENTER AT THE TIME OF COMMISSION AT CAMP PEARY.

YOU ARE RIGHT...WE BUILT IT ALL...HOUSING, GALLEY, SHOW PLACE, TABLES AND BENCHES
FOR THE CHOW HALL, DESKS, MONUMENTS, OFFICER'S CLUB, CHAPEL; WE POURED THE CEMENT
FOR THE KITCHEN FLOOR...JUST ABOUT ANYTHING YOU CAN THINK OF...YOU NAME IT, WE
BUILT IT. WE ALSO WORKED ON THE SHIPS...SHORING UP DIFFERENT EQUIPMENT.

ONCE A CALL CAME OUT FOR VOLUNTEERS FOR SNIPER PATROL. TWO OF MY MEN AND MYSELF
WENT....THAT WAS A LITTLE UNCOMFORTABLE TO SAY THE LEAST.

I HAVE LOTS OF GOOD MEMORIES. I CAN'T SAY THAT I HAD A SPECIAL FRIEND IN PARTICULAR.
I TRIED TO TREAT ALL OF MY MEN EQUALLY....FOR AFTER ALL, WE WERE ALL EQUAL.

MY WORSE MEMORY IS WHILE WE WERE UNLOADING OUR LST UNDER MORTAR FIRE, WITHOUT ANY
PROTECTION. THAT WAS AT AGANA BAY,

"SPECIAL KEN" WERE IN THE 13TH SPECIAL....GOD BLESS THEM ALL.
CHARLES W. FERBER HDQRTS. CO.

BY THE WAY...NOTICE ALL OF THE ROCKS ON THE GROUND AROUND US WHEN I WAS BEING
PINNED WITH THE PURPLE HEART. HE PINNED ME..I SALUTED..HE RETURNED IT AND I DID
AN ABOUT FACE. MY FOOT WAS ON A ROUND ROCK AND I ALMOST FELL FLAT ON MY FACE!!
NOT VERY MILITARY....

I NEVER EVEN KNEW THAT THERE WAS A PICTURE IN EXISTANCE OF MY BEING PINNED.
THANK YOU FOR SENDING IT TO ME. IMAGINE THAT AFTER ALL THESE YEARS.
HAROLD E. UECKERT CO, A

I CAN STILL REMEMBER OUR CHIEF TRYING OVER AND OVER...DAY AFTER DAY...TRYING TO
PRONOUNCE JOHN PRZEZDZECKI'S NAME. HIS FACE WOULD GET ALL RED. THEN ONE DAY HE
FINALLY GAVE IT ALL UP AND CALLED HIM YMURPHY".....FROM THAT DAY ON, EVERYONE ;
CALLED HIM "MURPHY".....HE WAS A GREAT GUY!!!

MAX ROSEN CO. B.




FROM CALIFORNIA:
(HOMETOWN: PENN.)

FROM CALIFORNIA:
(HOMETOWN: N. J.)

I LEFT POIT HUENEME BY TRCO2 TRAIN TO SAN FRANCISCO AND BOARDED A TROOP SHIP FOR
TEE HIGH SZAS TO PEARL HARBOR. FOR THE INVASION OF GUAM I WAS ON THE LST 29.

WE YERE ON THAT LST FROM JUNE 6, 1944 UNTIL WE LANDED ON GUAM ON JULY 27, 1944.

I RETURNED TO SAN DIEGO IN NQOV. OF 1945, AFTER THE BATTALION WAS DEACTIVATED,
THOSE OF THE ORIGINAL OUTFIT RETURNED TO THE STATES., THOSE WHO JOINED AFTER WE
YWE WENT OVZRSEAS WERE SENT TO CTHER UNITS THAT JERE STILL WORKING. (AS I RECALL).

AFTER MY DISCHARGE, I WENT TC SAY JOSE STATE COLLEGE AND RECEIVED MY DEGREE.
YHILE THEREZ, I JOINED THE AIR FORCE ROTC PROGRAM.
I ¥AS CALLED TO ACTIVE DUTY FOR THE KOREAN WAR. FROM THEN ON I DID A LOT OF
TRAVELING....ENGLAND..KOREA..PHILIPPINES. .VIETNAM, .CAMBODIA..THAILAND. . INDONESIA..
AUSTRALIA..GUAM AND BACK HOMEZ. I SET UP POSTAL UNITS AND WAS ASSIGNED POSTAL
INSPECTOR FOR SOUTHEAST ASIA.
I RETIRED AS A MAJOR IN 1968...AND SERVED AS THE COUNTY OF SOLANO VETERANS OFFICER
AND WILL RETIRE ON OCT.11, 1985.

JACK G. DEWSEN CO. C.

I JOINED THZ NAVY IN 1939 AND JOINED UP WITH THE 13TH SPECIAL IN 1943 AT CAMP
PEARY., MY HAPPIEST DAY WAS ¥HEN I MADE "CHIZF" WHILE IN HAWAII.

AFTER THE AR, I STAYED IN THE NAVY, THEY ASKED ME TO GO TO PORT HUENEME TO ORGAN-
IZZ THE CONSTRUCTION TRAINING PROGRAM FOR SEABEES. THE NAVY WANTED TO CONTINUE
HAVING CONSTRUCTION BATTALIONS FOR THE FUTURE, BECAUSE THEY DID SUCH A WONDERFUL
JC3 DURING THE WAR. THIS OFFER SCUNDED PRETTY GOOD TO ME, SO OFF I WENT IN 1945.

I WAS THE FIRST CHIEF TO ORGANIZE THE SCHOOLS AT PORT HUENEME.

IN 1948 MY DUTIES TOOK ME TO JAPAN, SAIPAN, OKINOWA, ALASKA, ROTA SPAIN AND BACK
TO PORT HUZNEME., I RETIRED AS CHIEF MASTER AT ARMS IN 1964 AND WORKED 10 YEARS
AS ENGINEERING INSPECTOR FOR THE COUNTY OF VENTURA. NO¥...I WORK SOME...PLAY SOME.
MOSTLY I TRAVEL A LOT TO SEE MY 6 CHILDREN, 19 GRANDCHILDREN AND 11 GREAT-
GRANDCHILDREN.

JOSEPH A FRASCELLA CO. C.
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FROM NEW JERSEY: A POTPURRI OF MEMORIES.....
v/ OUR BOYS WHO WENT ON THE MARSHALL ISLANDS INVASION, RETURNED TO THE BASE AT IROQUOIS
POINT ON 3-13-44, THEY HAD SOME SOUVENIRS WITH THEM.

v/ WHILE AT IROQUOIS POINT, HEADQUARTERS CO. HAD A PICNIC ON 3-22-4L.
COMPANY A HAD ONE A FEW DAYS LATER. IN BOTH CASES SOME OF THE MEN HAD TO WORK,

v/ HOWARD WYCKOFF..CO. A..HAD A WIFE NAMED "RUTH'" AND LIKED TO GO HUNTING.

v/ SOME MARINES JOINED OUR OUTFIT AND 2 OF THEM STAYED IN MY HUT...4=27=-44...WHILE
WE WERE STILL AT IROQUOIS POINT. VERY NICE BOYS....THE "MENTAL PICTURE" IS VERY
STRONG OF US SITTING AROUND TALKING...CAN'T QUITE RECALL THE CONVERSATION.

v/ MY LAST LETTER FROM HAWAII IS DATED 5-31-4k.

v/ THE FIGHTING SEABEES MOVIE WITH JOHN WAYNE WAS SHOWN ON 3-2-44...0N IROQUOIS PT..
YOU HAVE TO LOOK REAL FAST AS WE ARE ON THE SCREEN ALL OF 30 SECONDS. ALL OF THE
REST OF THE FOOTAGE OF OUR GUYS MARCHING WOUND UP ON THE CUTTING ROOM FLOOR.

ALL THE BOYS BOOED THE ENDING BECAUSE THE SEABEE DIDN'T GET THE GIRL.

»/ ABOUT MY NICKNAME "C Jv...MY NAME WAS STENCILED ON EVERY PIECE OF CLOTHING I HAD...
C. L. MURRAY...IN GULFPORT, SOMEONE MISTOOK THE L FOR A J, SO IT WAS "C J" FROM THEN
ON., I NEVER TOLD THEM IT WAS AN "Ln,

v/ IN HAWAII I WOULD GO TO TOWN AND BUY A MALTED MILK AND SOME WESTERN MAGAZINES. THEN
I'D WALK TO WAIKIKI FOR TWO BEERS AT THE BREAKERS CLUB. $2.00 WOULD TAKE CARE OF THE
WHOLE DAY. BACK AT THE BASE I WOULD BUY AN ICE CREAM CONE, NICE WAY TO SPEND A SUNDAY.

v/ ON GUAM THE MOST THAT I EVER SPENT WAS 50 CENTS A WEEK FOR 3 BARS OF CANDY.
CIGARETTES WERE FREE. ROLLIE WRIGHT..CO. A..WOULD GIVE 2 PACKS OF CAMELS FOR 1 PACK
OF RALIEGHS. I WOULD SNATCH UP ALL OF THE RALIEGHS AND TRADE WITH HIM. A FUN GAME.
I RARELY SMOKED. IT WAS JUST "SOMETHING TO DO".

v/ 1 WAS PICKING SEASHELLS AT ENIWETOK ISLAND ON 7-3-44, IT WAS MY FIRST DAY OFF IN
6 MONTHS...SO I REMEMBER IT WELL....

v/ GIVE THOSE BAKERS AN EXTRA BOOST FOR KEEPING US ALIVE WITH THEIR "STAFF OF LIFE",
THEY SURE MADE GOOD CAKE, TOO.

v WE WERE ALWAYS MORE THAN HAPPY TO SEE THOSE NEW REPLACEMENTS COME IN. THEY WERE YOUNG
AND HAD STRONG BACKS AND WILLING TO FALL RIGHT IN FOR THE HARD WORK. I WAS 23 YRS. OLD
WHEN I JOINED UP AT CAMP PEARY. SOME OF OUR MEN WERE WELL INTO THEIR 50'S. YOUNG AND
OLD ALIKE GOT ALONG AND DID HARD WORK TOGETHER. BUT THE REPLACEMENTS MADE OUR LIVES

EASIER THAT'S FOR SURE!!!
CHARLES L. MURRAY CO. A.




FROM NE¥ JERSEY: I'M ENCLOSING MY 8 PICTURES..WHICH IS ALL THAT I HAVE..WO ONE IN OUR HUT HAD A CAMERA.
OUR RASZT ON GUAM WAS JUST SOUTHWEST OF APRA HARBOR..ON OROTE PENINSULA...JUST BELOW
THE Form=zR JApANESE  AIR STRIP WHELE MARINE PLANES WERE BASED.

IN THE PHOTO OF THE TZN MEN ENTITLED "NO FAT ON THESE BLACK CATS" YOU CAN SEE APRA
HARBOR IN THE BACKGROUND, SORRY I CAN'T REMEMBER MORE NAMES. I DO HOWEVER WELL RE-
MEMBER THZ ""N"'SO“” WERE NEY REPLACEMENTS....A WELCOME SIGHT ON GUAM, INDEED,

LOOKING FOR THE PHOTOS BROUGHT BACK MANY FOND AND SOME SCARY MEMORIES.
LEO J. GRADY CO, D

.~¥;v§ FROM CONNECTICUT: JHILE STATIONED AT IROQUOIS POINT, I WAS ONE OF THE MEN WHO 'WENT ON THE MARSHALL
i ISLANDS INVASION. THERE YERE 100 OF US...25 FROM EZACH OF THE COMPANIES A-B-C-D-.
eo3| NO ONE FROM HEADQUARTERS AND NO OFFICERS CAME ALONG. WHEN WE GOT THERE WE JUST
| UNLOADED ANYTHING THERE WAS...WITH NO ONE IN PARTICULAR IN COMMAND.

, WHEN JE RETURNED TO PEARL EARBOR THE COMMANDER THERE SAID "WHO ARE YOU GUYS"?2?
it HZ CALLED UP THZ 13TH HDQTRS. AND AFTER A FEW MOREZ HOURS, A TRUCK CAME AND PICKED
5- US UP, THE SOUVENIRS WERE ALL JAP MADE.

A JAP PRISIONER CAME BACK ON THE SHIP WITH US. SOME OF THE MEN TALXED TO HIM. HE
SPOKE PRETTY GOOD ZNGLISH A3 HE WAS EDUCATED AT T=XAS A & M. THEY ASKED HIM ‘WHO

HE THOUGHT WOULD WIN TEE WAR. HE QUICKLY REPLIED THAT OF COURSE THEY WOULD AND
ACCORDING TO ALL OF THE INFORMATION HE HAD BEEN RECEIVING, JAPAN WAS ALREADY WINNING.
HZ ALSO COMMENTED THAT THEY HAD SO MANY MORE MEN 'WHO WERE ANXIQUS TO DIE WITHOUT

< UESTION.

KVIDENTLY HE WAS NOT ONE OF THEM.

MAX ROSEN CO. B.

FROM PENN: I':f SENDING ALL OF THEZ PHOTOS THAT I HAVE. THANK YOU FOR THE ZEROX MATERIAL.
THE 13TH SPECIAL N.C.B. ERE THE GREATEST ... AND ALL HARD WORXERS. GOOD LUCK TO ALL

CF MY BUDDIES....THZY UEREZ SPECIAL IN ALL WAYS.
RAY J. WOZNIAK CO. A.

&5}

il FROM FLORIDA: THANK YOU FOR THE PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE SIZABEE MUSEUM. T AM LOOKING FORWARD TO MAKING
! (HOMETOWN : I‘IDI’\.N.-‘\) A VISIT THERE ON MY NEXT VACATION. JACK AND I WERE VERY CLOSE. I AM DELIGHTED THAT
it WILL BE REMEMBIRED T¥ TYE CRUISE BOOK. Jacti Scaten,

il FLORA TOUSLEY GARN  CO. A.
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I'VE BEEN APPOINTED "OFFICIAL LETTER WRITER" FOR MY
WMAIN MAN" AND DA4RLING HUSBAND. PAT IS 77 YRS. OLD NOW.
{OF COURSE, I'M MUCH YOUNGER). HA HA. I'M SENDING YOU
SOHE POETRY...PAT'S "MOTHER'S FLAG"...ALONG WITH SOME
PICTURES AND ITEMS FROM HIS SCRAPBOOK THAT I KEPT FROM
DAY # 1 UNTIL HIS DISCHARGE AFTER THE WAR WAS ENDED AND
THE BATTALION DEACTIVATED.

THE FLAG WAS STORED IN MY CEDAR CHEST FOR ALL OF THESE
YEARS. IT HUNG IN MY EAST WINDOW ALL THE TIME PAT WAS
AWAY, IT MAY BE A LITTLE FADED BUT STILL LOOKS PRETTY
GOOD TO ME. BELIEVE IT OR NOT...I KNEﬁ EXACTLY WHERE IT
WAS!!!

PAT'S FIRST LEAVE WAS AT CAMP PEARY. I WENT TO SEE HIM
THERE. I CALL IT MY "SAFARI TO WILLIAMSBURG". I RECALL
VENTURING INTO THE WILDS OF CAMP PEARY....THE TOWN WAS
FILLED WITH SERVICEMEN, THEIR WIVES AND GIRL FRIENDS...
HARDLY ANYPLACE TO RENT A ROOM., I WAS LUCKY...I FOUND A
CLEAN ROOM WITH A PRIVATE SHOWER AND AN ELECTRIC FAN!!!
IT WAS IN JULY AND VERY HOT...ESPECIALLY IN MY TALL
TEXAS BOOTS!! (WELL NOT TOO TALL..I'M ONLY 5 FT 1 INCH).

PAT REFERS TO THE MEN AS "THAT OLD GANG OF MINE". WHEN
PAT WAS INJURED WHILE UNLOADING A SHIP, HE WAS HOSPITAL-
IZED AND ALBERT SALT DID HIS LETTER WRITING FOR HIM. HE
WAS A GREAT HELP. I MET ALBERT AND MAXIE ROSEN AFTER THE
WAR. WE STILL CORRESPOND WITH THOSE SEABEES ON THE LIST
THAT I SENT TO YOU....WELL AT LEAST ONCE A YEAR.

WE WERE SO HAPPY TO RECEIVE THE PHOTO OF PAT ON GUAM AS
DISPATCHER OF THE MOTOR POOL. WE HAD NEVER SEEN THAT
PICTURE BEFORE. IT WAS SO THOUGHTFUL OF BILL MILLS TO
SEND IT TO YOU. I HAVE ALREADY ANSWERED BILL'S LETTER.

WE SEND OUR LOVE TO ALL THE SEABEES OF THE 13TH SPECIAL!
ALYEEN AND PAT T. JOHNSON

R R R
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WELL HERE IT IS...1986...AND I'M 83 YEARS OF AGE.

I STILL HAVE NO REGRETS. IT WAS QUITE AN EXPERIENCE..
SOMETHING NO ONE EVER CAN TAKE AWAY FROM ME. TAKING
EACH DAY FOR WHAT IT WAS, I WAS NEVER A SAD SACK. HAD
THE WAR NOT ENDED, I THINK THAT I WOULD HAVE STAYED IN
THE SERVICE, ALTHOUGH I WAS ELIGIBLE FOR THE L4l POINT
SYSTEM OF RETIREMENT.

I WAS ALWAYS A KIND OF "QUIET GUY" AND STILL AM. THERE
WAS ONE FELLOW THAT I FELT A CLOSE ATTACHMENT TO. HE
WAS A GOOD 25 YEARS YOUNGER THAN I.

BACK IN 1918 DURING THE FLU EPIDEMIC MY YOUNGER BROTHER
DIED. I WAS PRETTY DEVASTATED...WE HAD BEEN "BEST BUDDIES",
SO THROUGH THE YEARS, ALTHOUGH I'VE HAD MANY FRIENDS AND ,
AQUAINTANCES, I JUST NEVER HAD ANOTHER "BEST BUDDY". '

NOW THIS YOUNG SEABEE....THERE WAS SOMETHING ABOUT HIM
THAT ALWAYS REMINDED ME OF MY KID BROTHER...

BECAUSE OF THIS I FELT A CLOSE ATTACHMENT TO HIM.

UNTIL THIS DAY, AFTER ALL THESE YEARS, I NEVER MET ANYONE
THAT I FELT THAT WAY ABOUT.

I NEVER TOLD HIM....I'M SURE HE DOESN'T KNOW. PEREAPS
ONE DAY HE'LL READ IT IN THIS BOOK.

DURING THE WAR, MY MOTHER AND HE BECAME "PEN PALS" AND
MY WIFE AND I STILL EXCHANGE CHRISTMAS CARDS WITH HIM
EACH YEAR.

OH YES....HIS NAME IS ALBERT SALT.

EVERARDUS B. WILSON
Co. B
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I HAVE SEARCHED THE ATTIC AND THZ OLD TRUNKS AS YOU
SUGGESTED, BUT COULD NOT FIND A PHOTO OF MYSELF.....
CIRCA 1943. I DID HOWEVER FIND ONET OF PAUL D. ATKINSON,
A MARINE BUDDY....WHO ALSO BECAME A SEABEE WITH THE
13TH SPECIAL BATTALION.
PAUL WORKED IN THE PAINT SHOP UNDER MAX ROSEN, WHO
CONTRIBUTED THE CANVAS OF THE BLACK CAT AND THE THANKS-
GIVING MENU. HE IS IN THE MARINE UNIFORM THAT WE ORE
WHILE ATTACHED TO THE MARINE CORP,

”
I ALSO FOUND SOME V-MAIL LETTERS AND SOME PICTURES OF
GUAM. I CAN'T REMEMBER HOW I CAME BY THE PICTURES....
BUT DO ¥NOW THAT NO ONE IN MY TENT HAD A CAMERA AND
CEZINSORSHIP WAS FAR STRICTER THAN PEOPLE CAN IMAGINE IN
THIS DAY AND TIME,

THE "LAST ISSUE" OF THE CARGO CABLE WAS STILL IN THE
ORIGINAL ENVELOPE THAT I SENT TO MY MOTHER IN OCT., 1945.
IT WAS MOTHER WHO SAVED THESE THINGS ALL OF THESE YEARS.
HER NAME IS MAYME J. AND SHE DIED ON APRIL 8, 1985. SHE
‘JOULD BE HAPPY TO KNOW THAT NOW HER LETTERS WILL HAVE A
GOOD PLACE TO RESIDE AND BE OF USE AT THE SAME TIME.

MOM HAD 4 SONS...3 IN SERVICE...l1 TOO YOUNG TO SERVE.

I WAS 19 YRS. OLD WHEN I JOINED THE SEABEES AT CAMP
PEARY, IN WILLIAMSBURG, VA..WHEN I FINISHED BOOT CAMP,
A GROUP OF Us WERE SENT TO CAMP PENDLETON, CALIF. FOR
ADVANCED TRAINING.

IT SEEMS THAT AT ONE TIME, THE 3RD MARINE DIVISION HAD
SOME 4 SEABEE BATTALIONS ATTACHED TO THEM FOR CONSTRUCT-
ION PURPOSES, AS THEY ADVANCED THROUGH THE SOUTH PACIFIC.
AS T UNDERSTAND IT, THIS IS 'WHY OUR GROUP OF CB'S WERE
PULLED FROM THE RANKS. BUT WHILE AT PENDLETON, E WERE
SUDDENLY ISSUED MARINE UNIFORMS...SO EVIDEHTLY THRE
CASUALITIES OF THE 4 CB BATTALIONS YERE MNOT AS HEAVY AS

T s
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EXPECTED. ... /E SENT QUR NAVY UNIFORMS AND GEAR HOME.
W WERE NOY MARINES!!!

WE THEN WENT TO CAMP MATHEWS IN LA JOLLA, CALIF..I
UNDERSTAND THAT THIS BASE IF NO LONGER THERE. WE TOOK
3 WEEKS ON THE RIFLE RANGE AND FROM THERE WE WEEE SENT
TO HAWAII. WE YERE ATTACHED TO THE 5TH AMPHIBIOUS CORP.

AT ANY RATE...WE BECAME "SURPLUS" AFTER ABOUT 4 MONTHS.

IT WAS AT THIS TIME THAT I JOINED THE 13TH SPECIAL....
S0 NO¥ I ¥AS A CB AGAIN!!! OTHERS IN OUR GROUP JOINED
VARIOUS OTHER OUTFITS.

THE 13TH SPECIAL WAS AT IROGUOIS PT. AT THE TIME AND WAS
ABOUT READY TO SHIP OUT. I WAS ASSIGNED TO CO. C....AND
BOARDED THE LST # 29...THE DATE YAS JUNE 1, 1944, AND
& WERE HEADED FOR GUAM.

IT DIDN'T MATTER WHAT UNIFORM YOU WORE AFTER THAT....WE
WERE ALWAYS IN "WORK CLOTHE3".

AFTER SOME 57 DAYS ON THE LST 29...STOPPING AT ENIWETOK
IN THE MARSHALL ISLANDS, WHERE WE WENT ASHORE ON 1 OR 2
OCCASIONS, W& FINALLY GOT TO GUAM.

I WENT ASHORE ON JULY 27, 1944,

I WAS NOT ON THE LST 29 WHEN IT %WAS SHELLED. SOME OF.US
HAD GONE ASHORE AND SET UP PUP TENTS AND WERE CALLED OUT
TO GO ABOARD AN AMMUNITION SHIP AND UNLOAD AMMO FOR THE
FLEET THAT WAS SHELLING THE ISLAND COMNTINUQUSLY DAY AND
NIGHT.

WE JJORKED 12 HRS. A DAY LOADING AND UNLOADING THE MANY
SHIPS IN THE HARBOR. THERE WERE DAY AND NIGHT SHIFTS,
S0 SOMEBODY WAS WORKING AROUND THE CLOCK, 7 DAYS A WK.

I REMEMBER OWE DAY ON OUR WAY TO WORK, 'WE PASSED A
SMALL GROUP OF JAP PRISONERS. VE WERE NOT SUPPOSED TO
TALK TO THEM, BUT WS CALLED OUT TO THEM A5 WE PASSED.

LaZes zin Thep) Book .




2
I WAS MORE THAN A LITTLE SURPRISED TO FIND ONE WHO
SPOKE TO ME IN ENGLISHI!! HE WAS INTERESTED IN KNOW-
ING ABOUT THE C.B. INSIGNA...THE "FIGHTING BEE". I
ASKED HIM HOY COME HE COULD SPEAK ENGLISH. HE SAID
THAT HE USED TO LIVE IR CALIFORKIA.

393

THE 13TH SPECIAL WAS DECOMMISSIONED IN SEPT., 1945.

T REMAINED ON GUAM UNTIL OCTOBER, 1945 AND RETURNED
TO THE STATES ON THE USS BENNINGTON, AN AIRCRAFT
CARRIER.

AFTER A LEAVE, I REPORTED TO SAN DIEGO, CALIF.
IN DEc.'?Eign FULLY EXPECTING TO BE DISCHARGED. I WAS
INSTEAD, PUT ON THE USS BAGLEY DD 386 AND SENT BACK
TO HAWAIT!!!! THEY SAID MY RATE MM 3/C MACHINIST MATE
WAS A “FROZEN RATE".

YOU CAN BE SURE THAT I WAS NOT TOO HAPPY ABOUT THIS
TURN OF EVENTS...ESPECIALLY SINCE I NEVER DID UNDER-
STAND ITeeess

SO I STOOD WATCH IN THE ENGINE ROOM AND GRIPED ALL
THE TIME ABOUT GETTING OUT OF THE NAVY.

THE USS BAGLEY DD386 WAS USED IN THE ATOMIC BOMB TEST
IN THE MARSHALL-BIKINI ATOLL.

I WAS FINALLY RETURNED HOME IN APRIL, 1946 AND ULTIM-
ATELY DISCHARGED.

IN 1948 I JOINED THE RESERVES TO SUPPLEMENT MY INCOME. |

4 MONTHS LATER THEY MOBILIZED. I SERVED ON A TANKER,
A052 THAT WAS REFUELING THE FLEET OFF THE COAST OF
KOREA. LATER A GROUP OF US RECOMMISSIONED TEE USS
OWEN DD 536 AT LONG BEACH. WE WENT THROUGH THE PANAMA
CANAL AND JOINED THE ATLANTIC FLEET. WE THEN TOOK A
RIDE TO NOVA SCOTIA.

NEEDLESS TO SAY....I NO LONGER JOIN ANYTHING.....
THEY MIGHT MOBILIZE.....

GENE JONES SMITH CO. C

(AR R RN

e o Do) s

THIS IF THE ONLY PHOTO THAT I HAVE....IT WAS TAKEN SOON
AFTER WE ARRIVED AT HAWAII. IT WAS TAKEN BY A STREET
PHOTOGRAPHER. IT SHOWS HOW THE STREETS LOOKED DURING THE
WAR., IN THE RIGHT BACKGROUND, YOU CAN SEE ONE OF THOSE
"ZOOT-SUITED" HAWAIIANS, WITH THE PLEATED SLACKS AND PEG
BOTTOMS. MOST HAWAIIANS DIDN'T WEAR THEM, HOWEVER.

I WAS ON THE LST 29 FOR THE GUAM INVASION. I REMEMBER
WELL WHEN WE WERE SHELLED OFF THE BEACH OF GUAM, A BUNCH
OF US WERE OUT ON THE END OF THE "PONTOON CAUSEWAY" AND
ABOUT 200 FEET FROM THE LST 29 WHEN THE “BOMBS CAME ...
BURSTING IN AIR". I THINK ALL OF US BROKE THE WORLD'S
RECORD GETTING BACK TO THE SHIP.

THE "CAPTAIN" WAS OUT THERE WITH US..HE BEAT US ALL.

WHEN WE WERE STILL STATIONED AT HAWAII, EARLY IN 194L,

A LARGE DETACHMENT WENT QUT ON THE MARSHALL ISLANDS IN=-
VASION., THEY WERE AT KAWAJLEIN AND ENIWETOK. QUITE A FEY
MEN FROM CO. C WENT. I ESPECIALLY REMEMBER THAT ALBERT
KOERBER WAS ON THIS TOUR OF DUTY. THEY REJOINED US AFTER
THE INVASION.

INCIDENTALLY, ONE OF CO. C...CLINTON J. KAUFFMAN, HAD
BEEN A VWELDER BEFORE HE JOINED UP, HE WAS FROM LANCASTER,
PENNSYLVANTA.....HE HELPED BUILD THE LST 29.....

JUST BEFORE WE LEFT FOR GUAM, I TOLD KIM THAT I HOPED HE
DID SOME GOOD WELDING ON IT. I GUESS HE DID!!!!!]

I REMEMBER TALKING TO SOLON HILL BEFORE THINGS GOT "HOT",
WE ALL CALLED HIM "CHIEF",....NOT BECAUSE HE WAS ONE, BUT
BECAUSE HE WAS A BLACKFOOT INDIAN FROM BISMARK, NO. DAK..
WE HAD A GREAT BUNCH OF MEN IN THE 13TH SPECIAL. I'LL

NEVER FORGET THEM.
JESSE L., SELLIER CO. C
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I ¥AS 35 YEARS OF AGE WHEN I JOINED UP WITH THE 13TH
SPECIAL AT CAMP PEARY, V1. AND MOVED ON TO GULFPORT.

I WAS JUST OLD ENOUGH TO BE EXEMPT FROM DOING SOME OF
THE OBSTACLE COURSE EXERCISES. THAT WAS SOME REAL HEAVY
DUTY TRAINING THAT THE MARINES GAVE US AT ADVANCED TRAIN-
ING. AFTER PORT HUEMEME, I SHIPPED OUT OH THE "CABOT",
FROM SAN DIEGO, CALIF.

WE WENT TO PEARL HARZOR AND VWERE STATIONED AT AIZA, AND
THEN IROQUOIS POTNT. I WORKEZD THE DOCK, LOADING AND UN-
LOADING. AS A MATTER OF FACT, I JORKED AS A STEVEDORE h
JUST LONG ENOUGH TO KNO¥ THAT THERE HAD IO BE AN EASIER b
WAY.....AND THAT WHEN THE CHANCE CAME TO DO SOMETHING
ELSE.....I SHOULD TAKE IT!!!!!

}
THE CHANCE DIDN'T CCME UNTIL DEC. 1, 1944 WHEN I TRANS=- jE
FERRED FROM CO. A TO HEADQUARTERS CO. AS A MESS ATTEND- '{
ANT AND WORKED IN THE GALLEY AS A COOK. !

ON JUWE 18, 1944, I BOARDED THE “HAWAIIAN SHIPPER™,

THE MEN CALLED IT THE USS "STARVATION". I DON'T REMEM-
BER NOT HAVING ENOUGH TO EAT, SUCH AS IT WAS, BUT I DID
LOSE WEIGHT. MORE THAN THE FOOD, I REMEMBER THAT THE SOAP
'WAS RATIONED. 'WE GOT 1 SLICE OF A BAR OF PXG SOAP, ABOUT
ONE HALF AN INCH THICK. IMAGINE HOW IT LATHHERED IN SALT
YATER....IT DIDN'T. ;
WE'D STAND IN LINE FOR A DRINK OF WATER, WHERE THE OCEAN
WATER JAS DESALTED. IT WAS ABOUT THE TEMPESRATURE OF HOT
COFFEE. THEN WE'D STAND IN LIWE AGAIN TO GO THROUGH FOR
SOME MORE,

WHILE ON THIS SHIP, WE HELPED TO UNLOAD THE "SEA FLIZR"
'WHICH WAS GROUNDED ON THE REEFS OF THS MARSHALL ISLANDS.

YHEN YE FINALLY REACHED OUR DESTINATION,...GUAM...MY
BUDDY, WHO 'YAS I3} TRANSPORTATION, TOOK ME TO ANOTHER
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CAMP FOR A FRESH WATER "SHOYER". ANOTHER BATTEEIBﬁfﬁiﬁéﬁ '
FIXED THSMSELVES \ SHOWER OUTFIT...A BARREL ON A STAND.

THAT 'WAS AN EXPERIENCE THAT I'LL NEVER FORGET.

I WAS VERY HAPPY TO RECEIVE THE LIST OF NAMES OF THE
COOKS IN THE PICTURE THAT I SENT. I KNEW 16 OF THEM.
OUR GALLEY WAS MADE UP OF TWQO QUONSET HUTS FACING EACH
OTHER. SO I KNEW HALF OF THE MEN A LITTLE BETTER. YHEN
I LOOKZD AT THE PICTURE, I COULD THINK OF THE FIRST
NAME, BUT HOT THE LAST AND VICE VERSA. THE LIST BROUGHT
BACK WHAT I COULD NOT REMEMBER.

"MACK" MACARTNEY 'WAS HEAD OF THE COMMISSARY.

THE 13TH SPECIAL ALSO HAD A BAKERY AND 2 OR 3 BUTCHERS.
YES, WE FED MANY SOLDIERS AND MARINES...WE NEVER TURNED
ANYONE AWAY.

MY BEST MEMORY 'WAS WHEN I LEARNED THAT JAPAN HAD SURR-
ENDERED AND I WOULD SOON BE GOING HOME.

MY WORSE MEMORY 'WAS WHEN I LEARNED THAT MY FATHER-IN-LAY
HAD PASSED AWAY AND I COULDN'T BE WITH MY WIFE IN HER
TIME OF NEED.

LINA AND I HAVE BEEN MARRIED SINCE JUNE 15, 1929 AND WE
THANK THE GOOD LORD FOR ALL OF OUR BLESSINGS.

OH....I ALMOST FORGOT....ON JULY!, 1945, I ADVANCED TO
SHIP'S COOK 2/C...THE PAY FOR THAT RANK WAS $96.00 PLUS
320.00 FOR OVERSEAS.......$115.20 PER MONTH.

I'M STILL WAITING FOR THAT QUESTION TO COME UP ON ONE OF
THOSE T.V. GAME SHOWS. YOU JUST NEVER FORGET THOSE KIND
OF FIGURES.

GOD BLESS ALL OF MY OLD BUDDIES OF THE 13TH SPECIALL!!I!!!

HERMAN C. GOIN CO. A
% HDOTRS. CO.
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WE FELT KIND OF SAD TO SEE OUR BATTALION SPLIT UP. WE

ALL WERE READY ARD WAITING TO MOVE ON. I WAS ON GUARD
DUTY AT PORT HUENEME THE NIGHT THAT CO'S A..B AND D

SHOVED OFF. I WAS IN CO. C AND WONDERED WHEN WE WOULD

ALL BE TOGETHER AGAIN. I REMEMBER GOING INTO OXNARD THE
FOLLOWING DAY...NOV. 24, 1943 AND BUYING THE HERALD
EXAMINER. WAS I EVER SURPRISED WHEN I TURNED TO PAGE 8

TO FIND A PICTURE OF VERMONT..MY HOME STATE..AT THE HEIGHT
OF A BLIZZARD ARD COVERED WITH SKOW. IT TUGGED AT MY
HEARTSTRINGS, TO BE SURE, BUT MADE ME WANT TO GET "ON

WITH THE WAR" ALL THE HORE.

IT WOULD, HOWEVER, BE AKOTHER MONTH BEFORE WE WOULD LEAVE
PORT HUENEME. WE CONTINUED OUR ADVANCED TRAINING.

BOB HOPE CAME TO ENTERTAIN US. IT WAS A GOOD SHOW AND WE
REALLY APPRECIATED HIM.

WE LEFT BY TROOP TRAIN TO SAN FRAﬁg;;;B AND BOARDED THE

USS GENERAL G. O. SQUIER. BEFORE THE WAR I WAS A DRAFTSMAN
BUT I ALSO WAS A MUSICIAN AND HAD A LITTLE "BIG BAND".

I COULDN'T FIT MY GUITAR INTC MY POCKET BUT I DID TAKE ALONG
A HARMONICA. I USED TO PLAY FOR THE MEN UP ON DECK AS THEY
WOULD CALL OUT REQUESTS FOR THEIR FAVORITE SONGS. THIS IS

TO GUAM )

THEN I WENT BELOW DECK...WHERE THE BUNKS WERE...AND EVERYONE
WAS SEASICK!! EVIDENTLY IT'S CONTAGIOUS...BECAUSE BEFORE I
KNEW WHAT HIT ME, I ALSO WAS ONE OF THOSE USING THE FAMOUS
OR "INFAMOUS" ...."G.,I. CANS",

WHEN WE ARRIVED AT PEARL HARBOR WE WENT TO AIEA HEIGHTS.
HERE WE WERE HOUSED II NICE NEW QUONSET HUTS, BUILT BY THE
13TH SPECIALS THAT PRECEEDED US, AND WENT TO WORK STEVEDOR-
ING AT PEARL HARBOR. SOON AFTERWARD, IROQUOIS POINT BECAME
OUR "HOME AWAY FROM HOME" UNTIL WE LEFT FOR GUAM.

HAROLD J. MOORE CO. C

ONE EVENING IN 1944...SHORTLY AFTER WE HAD "SETTLED IN"
AT IROQUOIS POINT...AND WHILE STEVEDORING AT PEARL
HARBOR...AND OFFICER CAME INTO OUR QUONSET HUT AND AP-
PROACHED ME FOR A "SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT". I CLEARLY RE-
MEMBER HIS WORDS, "CAN YOU BE READY BY THURSDAY?", I
SAID "YES", I GUESS MY MATES WERE SURE THAT I WAS TO
SEE SOME ACTION.

AS IT TURNED OUT, THE "SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT" WAS A RETURN
TRIP TO POR HUENEME, CALIF,.!! IT SEEMED THAT THERE WAS

EQUIPMENT AND DOCUMENTS THAT HAD BEEN LEFT THERE AT THE
BASE AND WERE NOW NEEDED.

I BELIEVE THERE WERE 18 OF US THAT MADE THAT ROUND TRIP,

WHEN WE ARRIVED AT PORT HUENEME A GOOD HEARTED LIEUT.
GAVE ME A LIMITED PASS (STRICTLY AGAINST THE RULES) TO
MAKE A QUICK TRIP TO MY NAPA, CALIF. HOME.

I HITCHED RIDES, TOOK A TRAIN AND THEN A BUS AND WAS
BREATHLESS...BUT I MADE IT. WAS MY WIFE, IDA, EVER SO
SHOCKED, SURPRISED AND HAPPY WHEN I POPPED UP OUT OF
NOWHERE.....

AFTER A LOVING EMBRACE....I TOOK A BUS, A TRAIN AND
HITCHED RIDES AND MADE IT BACK IN TIME TO THE BASE AT
PORT HUENEME. I HAD TO RUSH, TO SAY THE LEAST, BUT IT
WAS WELL WORTH IT.

A FEW OF THE MEN WHO LIVED CLOSE ENOUGH HAD THE SAME
EXPERIENCE.

WE LOADED UP AND SHIPPED BACK TO IROQUOIS POINT,
EVERARDUS B. WILSON CO., B

R&




MY NAVAL SERVICE STARTED Il JANUARY OF 1945 AND

ENDED IN DECEMBER OF 1945.

I RECEIVED MY TRAINING AT GREAT LAKES N.T.S. AT
DAVISVILLE, R.I. AND CAMP ENDICOIT, R.I.. FROM THERE

WE ¥ENT TO GULFPORT, MISS; UPON ARRIVING THERE, 'VE TOCK
SHOWERS AND MARCHED TO A LARGZ WAREHOUSE...TOLD TO FIND
A PLACE TO SLEEP. THE FOLLOWING MORNING AFTER BREAKFAST
WE MARCHED 2 MILES TO THE USS HUNDLEY P.A..

WE SAILED THROUGH THT PANAMA CANAL AND 3 WKS. LATER
ARRIVED AT -PEARL HARBOR. THEY PUT US UP IN THE BARRACXS
AT AIEA. WE SPENT 3 UKS. AT PEARL, THEN %E BOARDED A

SHIP AND SAILED FOR GUAM.

AT GUAM WE WERE SEPERATED TO VARIOUS SEABEE BATTALIONS.

I WAS ASSIGNED TO THE 2ND SPECIAL AND WHEN THEY WERE
DEACTIVATED IN JULY OF 1945, I WENT INTO THE 13TH SPECIAL.

BOY..¥E WERE REALLY LOADING AND UNLOADING THE SHIPS...
WIORK, WORK, 'WORK, AND BOY WAS IT HOT!!! I CONTACTED

WHAT LOOKED LIXKE PRICKLY HEAT AND MY SYEAT GLANDS CLOSED
UP. PRETTY SOON I WAS HOSPITALIZED AT THE NAMRU NAVAL
MEDICAL RESEARCH UNIT. ON OCT. 7, 1945 I WAS SENT BACK TO
THE STATES. AFTER A STAY AT A SAN FRANCISCO HOSPITAL, I
#AS SENT TO PORTMOUTH NAVAL HOSPITAL IN VIRGINIA.

I #AS DISCHARGED ON DEC.21, 1945 AND HOME IN LOUISVILLE,
KENTUCKY ON DEC.22, 1945 WHERE I WAS BORN AND RAISED.

THE ILLNESS I HAD 'WAS CALLED TROPICAL ANDROIDIC ASTHEMIA.
THE DOCTOR AT NAMRU WROTE A STORY ABOUT ME IN THE 1946
MEDICAL JOURNAL, WITH PICTURES OF ME, MY CONDITION AND A
12 PAGE CASE HISTORY.
I WROTE TO THE DOCTOR IN 1982 AND HE SENT MY CASE HISTORY
AND A NTCE LETTER.
I'M ENCLOSING BOTH FOR YOU.

GEORGE N. COOP=ZR CO. C

Dy

B R e e e T

March 15, 1982

Mr. George XN. Cooper
5400 Fieldbrook Drive
Greensboro, N.C. 27405

Dear ¥r. Cooper:

Your letter of March 8, 1982 reached me and gave
me zreat pleasure. It arrived for my 87th tirthday,
which was Yarch 12th. A

I am still working and still interested in medicine
and dermatology.

I rememter you and your skin troubles very well
indeed, and, as you wrote, my associates and I
published the facts about your case.

I would greatly avpreciate hearing from you as to
the course of your trouble. Did you tegir to sweat
again normally? If so, did the sweating retur
gradually or suddenly? Did it return first irn
certain areas and later in others, and if so, what
was the sequence? Are you now entirely recovered
and atle to stand heat and exercise like other
persons your age? Any information you can give

me about yourself and your health will be of interest

to me.

#ith rest wishes and thanks again for your leztzr,’
I anm, i

Cordially yours,

247 : RN
/l..l'.-‘i;‘h“'.l — s )-.'.-_'.-.‘[ iR
Marion B. Sulzberzer, N.D,
Enclosure
: *
P.5, I am enclosing the article about your case,
I trought that you might like to have izt as
a souverir,

¥ S2 fd;,’ &Y .iwa-w) Zl?.’adcéd.ﬁ }a-a«‘wwtﬁ ..e/ncfo-dﬁd_ .




THIS 1945 NEWSPAPER CLIPPING OF
W. T. RAPLEE ¥WAS SEKT IN BY ARTHUR
MILLS. " POP WAS ALWAYS ON THE GO.
AT 48 YRS. OF AGE, THE DAYS UERE
EVER LONG ENOUGH...ALWAYS HELPIKG

SOMEORE.
HE SET UP THE AMERICAN LEGION POST
ON GUAM AND COULD BE SEEN DASEING

ABOUT DAY AND KRIGHT.

AMONG OTHER TEINGS, HE HELPED THE
YOUNG GUAMANIAR RLC"UI"‘" WHO JOIRED
THE NAVY WHILE ¥E VERE OK GUAK.Y
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TO GET SOVYE TATOOING DON=

- - AL P ]

FROM CALsFoPNi/a: HOJY C:N I FOEGET THIS OMZ: A GROUP OF US
& 3 |

T e - - - ~r - -~ -
HOMEROMN: N-F. ) I IDED O & D25IGN

VP QS AMm im mEa -

& o 24l 41 1hA ~ A,
3 \as e - maT T P "
ONT DAY On GUAM, IT I 7AS T&XING SO¥Z SUN AXND

HCE OF =“0OM2
s - - cabdiiain n »

AVAL PATROL TEIZD T0 BLOW

3
Y0U SEZ, XY ZUDDIZS HAD PLAYED 4 TRICK ON ME. HILE I HAD CHOSEN AN ANCHOR

I
. NAVY FOR #¥ CHEST...TUEY HAD TEE TATOO ARTIST

o

CONVINCE

-

-

TELL ¥OU I-3EALEY HAD T0 ZUSTLE AliD SHOY
THAD, JLEVEN IN THEE ShHOJ=R.

THLT DRN TATOO. /cuz.cé. A. Fhadebla [T, C.

Ceremony Murks CMAA‘S Retirement

——

HZRE IS A HEWSPiPZR CLIPPING OF ME BACK IN 1

JﬁL[ 31, AT PORT HUENEME, WHILE I AM R EVIZHING [ THE
TROOPS FOR THE LAST TIME AS CHIEF MASTER AT ARMS OF
TEE NAVY..JUTZCS.

I THOUGHT BACK TO THEE FIRST TIME THAT I WAS :
EUENEME WITH THEZ 13TH SPECIAL NC3...AND LATZR 7HEN
I 7AS THE FIZST CHIEF T SIGNSD TO

A Bo -

0 BE ASSIGNS
TS AT AT BNANTAY TMDATHTNR PR
ORZANIZED. CONSTRUCTIOK TRAIRING PR

AT AN
LS B

NOW I LIVE I OXNi2D...

JO3EPH A FRASCELLA CO. C
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MAX ROSEN PTR. 1/C PAINTED THIS 3 X 5 FT. CANVAS OF
THE 13TH SPECIAL'S BLACK CAT. MAX SAYS, " I DIDN'T
CONCEIVE THE BLACK CAT INSIGNIA BUT MADE COPIES OF
ONE THAT ALREADY EXISTED. I DON'T KNOW WHO PAINTED
THE ORIGINAL. IT STOOD AT THE 00D OFFICE AT IROQUOIS
POINT. I PAINTED 2 THAT STOOD ON GUAM, BACK TO BACK,
SO THE MEN COULD SEE THEM WEETHER COMING OR GOING TO
CAMP, THIS IS ONE THAT WAS ON GUAM. I'M HAPPY TO SEND .
IT TO YOU KNOWING IT WILL HAVE A HAPPY HOME. !'

I AM ENCLOSING AN 8 X 10 LIKE DRAWING BY LEON (MAC)

MC FADDEN THAT APPEARED IN THE FEB, 1944 ISSUE OF

THE CARGO CABLE. LEON WAS A COMMERCIAL ARTIST BEFORE |
ENLISTING. AT A S S 30 S A ke S ik PR =, Tl WL
THE ACE OF SPADES...WELL THAT WAS PAINTED ON EVERYTHING!!! NOW AT 78 YRS. OF AGE I CAN STILL HEAR..CLEAR
AS A BELL..THE CONSTANT REQUESTS FOR THEM, YOU NAME IT,..ALL TRUCKS, JEEPS, EQUIPMENT, HUTS, HOUSING, ETC.,
ETC... THE # IN THE CIRCLE WAS NOT ALWAYS 13. ON THE TRANSPORTATION JEEPS, FOR INSTANCE, THE COMMANDING
OFFICER GOT A # 1...LIEUT. COMMDR,....# 2 AND SO ON. THE TRACTORS ALSO HAD A SET OF VEHICLE NUMBERS.

I WAS 35 YRS. OLD AND HAD BEEN WORKING IN BERNMUDA, BUILDING AN AIR FORCE BASE FOR THE NAVY, WHEN I JOINED
THE 13TH SPECIAL. I WENT TO CAMOUFLAGE SCHOOL WHILE AT CAMP PEARY."

R ®D
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THE BLACK CAT WAS "DRAFTED" BY THE 13TH SPZCIAL NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION IN AUGUST OF 1943 AT CAMP
PEARY, WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA, AS THEIR "LUCKY" INSIGNIA AND DECLARED "OFFICIAL" AT THE TIME OF THE
COMMISSIONING.

HE WENT THROUGH SOME CHANGES, AS YOU WILL SEE ON TYE FOLLOYING PAGES, FROM HIS TIME AT CAMP PEARY BOOT
CAMP, : i e

YE TRAVELLED ¥ITH THE MZN ON THEIR TOUR OF DUTY...ADJUSTED TC CHANGES...AND CAME THROUGH WITHOUT ANY
MAJOR MISHAPS. j S

SINCE OCTOBER OF 1945 HE HAS BEEN ON "LIBERTY" AND NOW IS ON PERMANENT DISPLAY AT THE SEABEES MUSEUM AT
PORT HUENEME, CALIFORNIA. “ag S ;

4S A STRONG MORALE BUILDER FOR THE MEN AND FOR SUSTAINING HIS DETERMINATION TO PUSH HIS CARGO THROUGH
THE JAP LINES HE RECEIVES 5 STARS FOR HIS SERVICE TO HIS COUNTRY IN WORLD WAR II.

LETTER RECEIVED FROM....EVERARbUS WILSON CO. B

I REMEMBER WHEN MY FRIEND EDGAR HARTZKE CO. B , WHO HAD BEEN A FILM CUTTER AT M. G. M. PRIOR TO
ZNLISTING, AND I DISCUSSED THE NZED FOR AN INSIGNIA FOR THE 13TH SPECIAL BATTALION.

I SUGGESTED THE BLACK CAT PUSHING A HAND CART. HARTZKE RELAYED THE IDEA TO AN ARTIST FRIEND, WHO
WAS STATIONED AT CAMP PEARY. HIS FRIEND DREY THIS INSIGNIA WHICH WAS ADOPTED BY OUR BATTALION.

ETTER RECEIVED FROM....MRS. PAT T. JOHNSON CO. B

I AM ENCLOSING A COPY OF "BAD LUCK TO THE AXIS". I HAVE THE ORIGINAL PEN AND INK DRAWING BY THE
ARTIST, FLOYD HILL. ' .
HE GAVE IT TO PAT WHILE HE WAS AT CAMP PEARY AND PAT SENT IT HOME TO ME FOR SAFE KEEPING.

IN THE LOWER RIGHT HAND‘CORNER, IT IS SIGNED..."FLOYD HILL, CAMP PEARY, 8-43.
THE ZEROX PICKED UP ONLY HIS SIGNATURE.

32
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Prepare in Duplicate
“Local Board No.s1 == g5
R o
m -

Tme‘tl Te—-- F"‘"""”

M&meanhmmm

d - P . - e -

The President of the United s&m, ‘ Aotz 1

% Johmsem v T

GREE TIN G.

Having submitted yourself toa local board eomposed of your nelghbors for the purpose of deter-
Tmining your availability for training and service in the land or naval forces of the United States, you are
i:lereby notified that you have now been selected for trammg and service therein.

You will, therefore, report to the local board named aboveat cﬂ‘-!f Hall Auditorium
{Place of reporting)

at____B.00 em.,onthe 24th ey 1S T

(Hour of reportiog)

day of

This local board will furnish transportation l:n an !nducl[on mﬁan. You will t‘hm be examined,’ luul l! u hd I S
training and service, you will then benl:pductad into the land or naval forces. .. - MP ,“
Persons repo totheinducﬁnnmhoninmhnmmm hnjededfnrphydulorolh:rmm ‘ltlsweIl
to keep this h'ffn.im hugng our a.!hiu to prevent any nndunyhlxdah!p if you are rejected at the induction station..
nymmmp]oyu.,m. 'zlonrofthiunatiuuuldtheponi'bmtyth.tmmynntb..mptodatw
the indoction station. Your —ployer :i-ll be prepared to npllr.e you if you are umpled. or to continue your
employment if you are rejected. x
Willful failure to rt promptly to this local board at the hour and on the day named in this notice is 2 vlohtlun of tl:e !
Selective Training and Service Act of 1940, as amended, and subjects the violator to fine and imprisonment. ¢ .-+, -
are so far removed from your own local board that reporting in compliancs with this order will be a serious
hlrdshiw‘:.ndmdumnnporttnaludbonrdln the area of which you are now located, go ulytaﬂutloal
make written q-eq'nut or transfer of your de]her; :l'or l.udndion, i.lldns thtl orde.r with you. )

D.6.8 yormiso . . AT e kol
(Revised 1-1643) =+ ; =¥ '.'r?.zi;?";fax

)

I .'\tlasiDCnll 12-30-C3

BN.F.S82  RECRUIT IDENTIFICATION CARD
U. 8. NAVY RECRUITING STATION  Pay Ne.
U S e R _‘2787
TO IDENTIFY
Name __71LSON, Everardus Bogardus - 378-35-59
Rate . 8K3c V=6 U. 8. ¥R+ Color of hair BXO¥m

Color of eyes .BLe_ 8 Height 8% _in. Weight .. 15" _1be.
Prominent markfiTs S5 rt.foraarc; s.5"rt.knee; -~=.1t.

ICST. VoLA; pm.rt.scap.rec.

Inae=; s.:"lt.%orshesd;

Countersigned: L= 3
20 May 1943 3 :
(oven)

Rocruiting Officer.
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INDUCTION

SOON AFTER WE RECEIVED A LETTER FROM THE
PRESIDENT SAYING "GREETINGS'", WE HEADED
FOR THE INDUCTION CENTER FOR A PHYSICAL.

STRIPPING DOWN TO OUR SHORTS, WE PROCEEDED
TO FILE PAST AN ARRAY OF DOCTORS WHO LOOKED
DOWN OUR THROATS AND WHAT SEEMED LIKE UP
OUR THROATS, EXCEPT FROM THE OTHER END.
THEY POKED , PRODDED AND PEERED FROM ALL
ANGLES, CHECKED EARS, EYES, ARCHES KNEES,
KKUCKLES AlD SPINE.

JUST WHEN YOU THINK THAT THE UNDERTAKER IS
COMING TO GET YOU, SOMEBODY SAYS AK EXTRA-
ORDIKARY THING, .."CONGRATULATIONS.....YOU
HAVE PASSED THE TEST".

WHILE YOU ARE PUTTING YOUR PANTS ON WITH

ONE HAND, THE OTHER HAND IS RAISED UP AND
YOU ARE BEING SWORN INTO THE U. S. NAVY.

AS YOU LEAVE THE BUILDING, YOU FEEL 10 FT.
TALL BECAUSE YOU DIDN'T FAIL AND YOU REZALLY
BELONG.

YOU HAVE SEVEN DAYS TO PUT YOUR AFFAIES IK
ORDER BEFORE YOU SHIP OUT.

YOU HURRY HOME«ae ..o

CHARLES L. MURRAY
COo. A

ADVANCED TRAINING.....CAMP PEARY

AFTER OUR 62 HR. LEAVE WE ARE BACK AT CAMP PEARY,
BUT IN A NEW SECTICN THAT IS SET UP FOR THE THINGS
THAT WE HAVE TO LEARN NEXT.

SUCH AS LOADING AND UNLOADING SHIPS, MAKING FRESH
WATER FROM SALT WATER, COOKING AND BAKING; BUILDING
BARRACKS, BULLDOZING, MIXING CONCRETE, BUILDING .
ROADS AND A HOST OF OTHER CRAFTS.

EVERYONE IS ASSIGNED TO CLASSES TO LEARN A SPEC-
IALTY THAT WILL COME IN HANDY WHEN WE GO OVERSEAS.

BESIDES GOING TO SCHOOL, WE STILL CONTINUE TO DO
OUR EXERCISE, HIKING, DRILLING, JUDO, FIGHTING,
SYIMING,* BAYONET PRACTICE AND "K.P.",

'AFTER 6 WEEXKS OF MOST INTENSIVE TRAINING, WE ARE

BECOMING A CLOSE KNIT OUTFIT.
THEN COMES THE DAY THAT WE HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR!!

ALL OF THE MEN ARE ASSEMBLED ON A LARGE FIELD, IN
FULL DRESS UNIFORMS. WE PARADE AROUND FOR ABOUT
AN HOUR. WE LINE UP INTO A MASSIVE FORMATION AND
STAND AT ATTENTION WITH RIFLES ON OUR SHOULDERS.
A GROUP OF OUR OFFICERS STEP OUT TO RECEIVE OUR
BATTALION COLORS (FLAGS), FROM THE COMMANDER OF
THE BASE.

AT THAT MOMEKT THE 13TH SPECIAL BATTALION IS
FORMED: o4 5000 0's o s

A 10 DAY LEAVE IS WELL DESERVED AND ACCEPTED.

Ssss s s e e

CHARLES L. MURRAY
CO. A

*SWIMMING
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BOOT CAMP +--ves CAMP PHARY

THE BIG DAY HAS ARRIVED.

FRIENDS AND LOVZID ONES GATHEZR ARCUND TO BID YOU FAREWELL.
A FEUW TEARS ARE SHED AS YOU BOARD THE TRAIN TO CAMP PEARY,
NEVER HAVING BEEN ON A TRAIN BEFORE, THE STRANGE NEW FEEL-
INGS HELP TO PICK UP YCUR SPIRITS, BEFORE ARRIVING AT THE
CAMP,

THE REST OF THE DAY IS SPENT GOING TO SUPPEZR AT A REAL
"CHOW HALL" AXD BEING ASSIGNED TO A BARRACKS WITH BUNK
BEDS.

YOU ARE IN THE NAVY NOWoeoeooow- WE

=

HE NEXT WEEX IS SPENT GETTING STUCK WITH NEEDLES,...AT
LEAST TYICE A DAY. SOME OF US FAINT....SOME JUST GET SICK.
THEN OUT TO A BIG FIELD WHERE V% LEARN TO MARCH IN UNISON.
"SHORT ORDZR DRILL" THEY CALL IT.

WE TRAMPLE EACH OTHER UNTIL WE GET IT RIGHT. THERE IS SOME
JOY IN PRECISION, WE FIND.

NEXT IN ORDER IS THE EXZRCISE DRILLS...THE LONG HIKES WITH
BACX PACK....LEARNING TO SHOOT RIFLEIS...MAKING LANDING ON
THE BEIACHES.

THEN COMZS THE "COMMYANDO COURSE", IT IS THE ULTIMATE TEST
FOR A ROOXIE.

IT CANNOT BE DONE 'ITHOUT THE HELP AND XNQOW HOY OF THE

U. S. MARINES, WHO ARE OUR INSTRUCTORS.

BUILD AND FIGHT WITH ALL. QUR M

THEY ARE GREAT PZOPLE WHO HAVY BEEN IN BATTLE AND KNO¥ WHAT R

IT ¥MRANS. THEY SHARE THEIR ENOYLEDGE COF THE.FRONT LINES
#ITH US, TO HILP K3EP U5 ALIVZ. AFTER 6 WEEKS OF INTENSIVE
DRILLING AND LEARNING, WE ARE BZADY FOR ADVANCEID TRAINIXNG.

BUT FIRST YE CAN HAVE A 62 HOUR LEAVE. SOME, WHO ARE CLOSE
TO HCME, GET TO SHOW OFF OUR UNIFORMS TO OUR FAMILY AllD FRIENDS.
«+ .OTHERS, WHO LIVE TOO FAR AWAY, CAN'T MAK® IT...

CHARLEZS L. MURRAY CO. A

IGHT!

UNITED STATES NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALJONS
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GENERAL ORDERS

Tee..TO TAKE CHARGE OF THIS POST AND ALL GOVZRNMENT PROPERTY
IN VIEW,

2ees.TO WALK MY POST IK A MILITARY MANNER, KEEPING ALWAYS ON
THE ALERT, AND OBSERVIKG EVERYTHING THAT TAXES PLACE
WITHIN SIGHT OR HEARING.

3e+++T0 REPORT ALL VICLATIONS OF ORDERS I A¥ INSTEUCTED TO
EIFORCE.

4....TO REPEAT ALL CALLS FROM POSTS MORE DISTLNT FROM TEE
GUARDEQUSE THAK MY OWN,

Ses««T0 QUIT MY POST OBLY WEEN PROPERLY RELIEVED,

6....T0 RECEIVE, OBEY, AND PASS ON TQ THE SENTINEL WHO RE-
LIEVES ME ALL ORDERS, FROM THE COMMAKDING OFFICER,
FIELD OFFICE:E OF TEE DAY, OFFICER OF.THE DAY, AND
OFFICERS AllD P2TTY (N.C.0.) OFFICERS CF THE GUARD OHLY.

7e¢e+.TO TALE TO NO ONKE EXCEPT IE LINE OF DUTY.

8....T0 GIVE THE ALAR¥ IN CASE OF FIRE OR DISORDER.

9...,T0O CALL THE COKPORAL OF THE GUARD IN ANY CASE NOT COV-
ERED BY INSTRUCTIOHNS.

10....TO SALUTE ALL OFFICERS AND COLORS OR STANDARDS NOT CASE B

11....T0 BE ESPECIALLY WATCHFUL AT NIGHT, AND DURING THE TIME
FOR CEHALLENGING TO CHALLENGE ALL PERSOKS ON OR NEAR MY

POST AND TO ALLOW NO ONE TO PASS WITHOUT PROPER AUTHORITY,

Editor's Note: On back of czrd is written:
WE HAVE TC MEMORIZE THIS OR ELSE!!!

GENERAL ORDERS

1. To take charye of this and

+3 |
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LIST OF ITEMS GIVEN

TO A RICRUIT

ATTRESS
. .MATTRESS COVERS
-« . -.BLANKETS
1...PILLOY

2...PILLOY CASES

voﬁk”éﬁdwgg“ R

2. BAyEs L

z...coaws

3...SHIRFS =
2...COVERALLS
2...DUFFLEBAGS

L2

MISCs on
1...SUIH SHORTS
2...PR. LEGGINGS
1...SYEATER
2...TOYELS

1...PR. RUBBERS R

BLUES
1...DPEACOAT
1. HAT
k...PR. SOCKS
2...PANTS
2...SHIRTS
2...PR. SHOSS
1...B3ELT

JEITES
3...HATS
3...PR. SOCKS
L...PANTS

k. ..SHIRTS
4...UNDERSHIRTS
4...SHORTS
1...BELT

s s ereressessrse

STse. s
1...PR, GLOVES
1...R0P%
1...KNIT AT
1...COMB
1...DENTAL CREAM = = &
1...TOOTH3RUSE-CASE
3...THREAD .
10. . .HANDKERCHIEFS .
1...NECKERCHIZF
1022 BUPIONS, ) o S
3...NZEDLES Vprees
1...SCRUBBRUSH
T3 UCWHISKEROSHY $A26X £ 50 0% Hoim OTuL. .8 :
2, SEOBSRUSH, . L~ st g i L
1...TOOTH3RUSE S S s B
To2.POBISH ) o S8 SERCERPR SRe SRt sy
iy AN e
1-.’.50A.P CASE SHE BRESEVRG LIk ERTIA QT Vsl
1e. KNIFE IUWHTT VIIGTOTAARE S8 0T 4. oo 1
T HEryNEaaRgiecition UL, TELIaIiED PO




Procedure Used In Flltlllo' Reecruits
(These steps are to be followed by recruits as directed by head fitter.)

A. Contents of bag to be dumped onto the deck in the rear section of the fitting booth assigned to
you.

B. Head fitter will direct you to:

Put on BLACK HIGH SHOES and PAIR OF SOCKS.
(a) If high shoes fit—check to see if low shoes are same size.

Put on BLUE CLOTH TROUSERS.
(a) If trousers fit—check to see that second pair is the same size.

Put on BLUE DRESS JUMPER (with white braid).

=

W

.

w

braid) is two sizes larger.
4. Put on BLUE FLAT CAP (found in brown stow box). M_E
5. Put on OVERCOAT. | : TESEL TR

STAND BY UNTIL FITTER HAS CHECKED ALL GEAR THAT YOU ARE WEARING.

6. Put on \VHITE JUMPER—WHITE TROUSER—WHITE HAT.
(a) If these items fit—check to see that the balance of these items are the same size (Jmn-
pers—3, Trousers—3, Hats—2.

STAND BY UNTIL FITTER HAS CHECKED ALL GEAR THAT YOU ARE WEARING.

7. Put on DUNGAREE TROUSER.
(a) If this item fits—check to see that second pair is same size.

8. Put on CHAMBREY SHIRT.

9. Put on DUNGAREE JUMPER.
(a) If this item fits—check to see that second Jumper is same size.

REFUSE TO ACCEPT ANY ITEM OF CLOTHING THAT DOES NOT FIT.

BEAR IN MIND:
CLOTHING ONCE STENCILED CANNOT BE EXCHANGED

Sleeve length on white jumpers and blue undress jumpers are supposed to be short.

Trouser lengths will be adjusted by Boot Tailor Shop at a future dgte.

NCTCP-103-5-43

(a) If this jumper fits—check to see that the blue undress Jumper (mthout the white &

(nitial)

—_

NAVY PAY RECEIPT

(Firat name)

(Surname)

(File or service number)
NAV. 8. and A, Form 57

escribed by Comp. Gea,, U, 8
Nnm{al.l%ﬂ #

Form pr

(Date)

=

(Ship or atation)

Dollars

(Amount in figurea)

- I acknowledge to have received from the Disbursing Officer, in

person and IN CASH, on account of pay, the sum of:

A

in words)

%
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>
&
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s
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13 SFECIAL BATTALION

Company "A" Duty List
Mesg Detall ;
15 3ept., 1943

;{:Zgéﬁﬁﬁ-
m The following men will report at 0430, 16 Septembe? at

A-]10Q Hess Hall. ege men will also report for Medical
Inspection at 1600, 15 September at A-10 Sick Bay.

27,y
3arnard, A.Jd. 121 Murr C.L. 34
Galvin, O.L. 121 Aacine. F.F %55
Henry, N.M. 131 Tools, E,C. 132
Ilt1is, X.0. 132 Vicenti, H. M. 135
Jastzb, J.F. 131 HAXE Webb, J.L, 135
Korpics, F.J. 131 Watts, C.C. 135
Masagangale, W.H. 121 Dishno, P.O. 127
Nettles, L.E. 122 Fuqua, M.3, 137
Perry, W.H. 131 Kirachenheutar, F, 127
3tewart, M. 122 Lawrence, C. 138
Uebalacker, J.J. 131 Maclachlan, A, 138
Jelenzuela, H.Z, 122 ST RN 2 5.7}
White, 3.H. 122 Wright, J.0, 137
Wickerd, 3S.J, 132 Wyatt, V.W, 137
Wood, W.D. 132 Baird, B.A. 129
Wray, R.E. 132 3ird, J.J. g 130
Slaxek, G.3. 132 Cartwright, N.C. 129
Luncente, V. 132 Goin, H.C. 130
QfSonaor, G.M. 132 Korndoarfer, A.L, 128
Abernechy,‘a.w. 124 Landazl, R.F. 130
Cramer, A.C, 124, Leonard, #,d. 128
Del Guidice, J. 133 Lavine, M. 128
Delloff, D. 124 . £
Dora, 3.M. 124 542, dr, 396
Hestar, M,H, 133 Riherd, J.HM, 128
Hicks, R.E. 133 Roberts, W.H, 128
Kedglora, C.J. 133 Aiviazzo, A.A, 127
(o -C.F. 123 8all, I.%, 121
Oghinsg, 3. 123 Douglasg, N.W. 121
Ray, B.L, 124 Wilkingon, C.O. 127
Smith, B.¥. 133 Curry, F.J. 12Y
Tousley, J.W. 123 Gordon,G.L, 123
Wyokort, .1, 19 ' i
~ 1] LR E ",
Dunnigan, J.3. 121 besioliolal Sckis s
', A-B. Lzl

ALL MEN FAOM 1 TO 33 INCLU3IVE WILL W=ZAl WHITS UNIFORMS:

\/'PLEASE NOTIFY CCRRESPCNDENT 70:

Sign last néma and initials to each letter.

er.

Write on one eilde of thin or transparant pap

Make letters brief and to the point,

Include name, rank or rate and ship or station im return acdrens,

Refrain from underlining words or series of worda.

Write no code, cipher, open or hidden references,

Omit the use of "X" and other unnecessary marks.

Not draw Piotures or designs of any ;iart on envelores

or in letters.

 GENSOR
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13th SPECIAL EATTALION
15 August 1942
L.ULES FOR HUTS AND HEADS

1, Door =nd window parels in raske and on hooks vhen not
in use, a G

On Top - Furleongh bag & het btox on ends
On Hooks = Helmet, one coverall, one dltty bag,
Or Rack — Towel clemn and folded.

2. Shelvees

Zs Turn out lights vhen lea ving irn the morniqg.

4, No personel gear on the tzbles, Nothing on stove,
Pepers and magarines neatly srrangeds

fe Hpo bathing or shaving efter 2130, All lights out et
2120 with exception of one row over boilers in heads,

€. FHeadsy Duckbonrds must be teken out daily and scrubtbed.
Lavetories, urinals, and tollets scrubbed snd disinfected,
Mirrors and plumbing firtures olsaned and poliahad.
Boiler end switch box dustied, ~
Windows and shelves clesxed:

7. Yo clothing on sumnning racks, FKacks between huts to te”
used for ma ttresses, pillows, and blunkets only.

6. Bubbish boxes %o be emptied dally in larze box in ﬂpe£ BTEh,.

9. Yo one ellovied without trunks on, Unless Under Shower,

1.

3
'4.

5.

6.

?-

13TH SPECIAL BATTALION
15 AUGUST 1943
RULES FOR HUTS AND HEADS

DOOR AND WINDOW PANELS IN RACKS AND ON HOOKS WHEN NOT
IN USE.

SHELVES: ON TOP..FURLOUGH BAG & HAT BOX ON END.
- ON HOOKS..HEELMET, ONE COVERALL, ONE DITTY BAG.

ON RACK..TOWEL CLEAN AND FOLDED.
TURN OUT LIGHTS WHEN LEAVING IN THE MORNING.

NO PERSONAL GEAR ON THE TABLES, NOTHING ON STOVE.
PAPERS AND MAGAZINES NEATLY ARRANGED,

NO BATHING OR SHAVING AFTER 2130. ALL LIGHTS OUT AT
2130 WITH EXCEPTION OF ONE ROW OVER BOILERS IN HEADS,

HEADS: DUCKBOARDS MUST BE TAKEN OUT DAILY AND SCRUBBED.
LAVATORIES, URINALS, AND TOILETS SCRUBBED AND DISINFECTED.
MIRRORS AND PLUMBING FIXTURES CLEANED AND POLISHED,.
BOILER AND SWITCH BOX DUSTED.

WINDOWS AND SHELVES CLEANED.,

NO CLOTHING ON SUNNING RACKS. RACKS BETWEEN HUTS TO BE
USED FOR MATTRESSES, PILLOWS, AND BLANKETS ONLY,

RUBBISH BOXES TO BE EMPTIED DAILY IN LARGE BOX IN OPEN AREA.
NO ONE ALLOWED WITHOUT TRUNKS ON, UNLESS UNDER SHOWER.

W.R. SHRIVER
LT. COMDR. CEC USNR
REG. COMDR., AREA "AY

47
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~+ - I oA Letter From

R

(FRT v S e . = s s

=2 One ol the most mieresting s that recently estab-
lished for training stevedores.  Made up of men who
are members of Special Bartalions which will deal
exclusively with the loading and unloading of ships,
this school has already built for irself an enviable
reputanion.

Like all "Seabee” schools, this one employs the
methed of pracrical experience in its teaching,  Set
up near the dock area on Queen's Creck, is a Jand-
locked replica of one of the new Liberry ships. Con-
structed along the same lines as the cargo carriers,
this “<hip™ boasts the same holds, compartments and
loading equipment that we will have to load and
use when we reach bactle zoncs.

We start work immediately upon assignment 1o
the school.  Amid the realistic dockside scenes of
shutthing Jitneys, squeaking winches and clanging
cargn hooks, we begin ro find our way around with
the aid of an instrucror.

In adduwion o doing pracrical work, we atend
lectures on cargo handling and ship nomenclature.
A thirteen and onc-half foor Liberty Ship model with
cutaway sides mives us a graphic picture of the
various parts of the ship.  Model trucks, tanks, am-

munition. food and other cargo are stowed in the
holds. so that we may see the proper methods of
loading.

In addition to acrual loading we learn how ro make
our own slings, learn sailmaking, splicing, rigging
and many other trades allied with the arr of steve-
doring, 5

The ship. che model, boiler room, wirchousé and

all the other facilities at this school were built by
the “Seabees” themselves.

" The Stevedore school is in operation twentv-four
hours a day, and as soon as one shife compleres its
work. the next takes over. We work in all kinds of
weather—rain, snow, hear and cold.

Nearly as specracular is the work that is done in-
the Heavy Equipment School, Here, mechanics
work on tractors, cranes and other types of ma.

chinery. Included in the liboratory apparatus are

+ number of machines that have passed the useful
stage. but which are still good for pracrice overhaul
g L U

dozers broke a track.  Men from the Heavy Equip-
ment School were dispatched to make the necessary
repair, which they did in the field. On other, more
diticult, jobs they bring their equipment to their
»hup&. -
All of us “Seabees”, regardless of our specialty,
A7C KIVen In OPPOLLURITY L0 PUT Our traiNing fo prac-
tical wse right here within the camp boundarics,

r Qﬁﬁer. Capuin James Grady
native of Kentucky., He gradu-
‘Academy at A lis, Mary-

v

2 1910, His career has been that
_offiger, this being the first big shore
that he ha::';?'__ w‘heuasﬁgncd to. .
“During the ﬁ;;%ip;ld War, as a junior Lieutenant,
- commanded 3 destroyer in the war zone, Caprain
rc was decorated by his own government and by

. scagoing

vice medal and the French chevalier of the Legion.
pfiHonor. He has spent twenty-one years since 1910
$Eisca, dpring which{time he has filled the day by
'},hilk‘ of .‘.”..""3‘?.?‘,3-' seagoing line officer,

A firm belicver in 'trying to help his fellow man,
aptain Ware {e_e_ﬁ‘?r.h:t’l_:y training and equipping
§.men here, he will be using this center as 3 tool
H;é;i;"c_lp mankind find peace, freedom, and lighe, |

Recently, one of the large diesel-powered bull-

S 3}

#French government with the Distinguished !

ey

L ¥ L -
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CAMP_PEARY-NCTC
Williomsburg, Va.

)
-Z,‘.;‘.«ﬂg,PEARY\NCTC (
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Williomsbueg, Ya.

Catholic
Divine Services

Captain J. G. WARE

Commanding

Jewish
Divine Services

Captain J. G. WARE

Commanding

PAUL C. EDGAR, Senior Chaplain
W. M. SLAVIN, Chaplain Area A
J. A YAVORSRY, Chaplain Area B
J. E. BOLAND, Chaplain Area €
f. A. SULLIVAN, Chaplain Area D

BURTON M. LEVINSON
Chaplaim Area U3-4
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I &M A "PLANK OWNER" (THOSE ASSIGNED TO A SHIP OR A 1%

BATTALION AT ITS' COMMISSIONING....SO YOU SEE THAT
THEERE ARE QUITE A FEW), OF THE 13TH SPECIAL BATTALION,
HAVING BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE BATTALION AT CAMP PEARY,
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA IN AUGUST OF 1943.

I AM FORWARDING SOME PICTURES OF THE BATTALION IN GUAM,
AND SOME OF THE EQUIPMENT OPERATORS.....ALSO 4 "TRAVEL
LOG" OF THE TRIP THAT THE 13TH SPECIAL MADE FROM THE
CAMP AT GULFPORT TO PORT HUENEME, IN ROUTE TO PEARL
HARBOR AND GUAM,

I HAVE MANY FOND MEMORIES OF THE 13TH SPECIAL AND HAVE
BEEN A SEABEE "AT HEART" ALL OF MY LIFE, OR AT LEAST
SINCE BOOT CAMP, WHEN I WAS 17 YEARS OLD.

THE BEES TRAINED ME AS AN EQUIPMENT OPERATOR AND I HAVE
BEEN A CRANE OPERATOR FOR THE INTERNATIONAL UNION OF
OPERATING ENGENEERS FOR 30 YEARS,

LIEUT. JOE VACCARELLA, OUR LEGAL OFFICER, BECAME MAYOR
OF MT, VERNON, NEW YORK, AND HELPED ME TO GET INTO THE
UNION.

I'VE MET 4 LOT OF EX-SEABEES....DUE TO THE FACT THAT I
GENERALLY PUT A SEABEE STICKER ON MY CRANE. BUT I NEVER
FOUND ONE FROM THE 13TH SPECIAL.....SO I FELT GREAT JOY
WHEN I HEARD FROM YOU.

BEFORE JOINING UP, I HAD TAUGHT OTHER HIGH SCHOOL STUD-
ENTS (AT A FARM SCHOOL IN NEW YORK CITY) TRACTOR OPERA-
TIONS, SO THEY COULD WORK SUMMERS IN THE "FARM CADET
PROGRAM"™,.....S0 I WAS A "NATURAL" FOR THE SEABEES.

SINCE I WAS ONLY 17 YEARS AND 2 MONTHS OLD WHEN I JOIN-
ED....MY PARENTS HAD TO SIGN SO I COULD ENLIST. MY DAD
WAS "NAVY" FOR 10 YEARS, STARTING WITH WORLD WAR 1 AND
SERVED WITH LIEUT. KOLONOSKI, WHOM I AM PICTURED WITH
IN HONOLULU, ON MY 18TH BIRTHDAY.

Seria

I WAS WITH CO. A AND WORKED AS A STEVEDORE.

WHEN WE LEFT PEARL HARBOR FOR THE INVASION OF GUAM ON

D DAY T WAS ON THE LST 29. HAS ANYONE MENTIONED TEHAT WE
WERE ABOARD FOR 54 DAYS DUE TO THE INVASION OF SAIPAN?
WE LIVED AND SLEPT ON DECK...ON A COT, ON TOP OF PILES
OF FIELD RATIONS, UNDER 4 CANVAS STRETCHED FROM BOW TO
DECK HOUSE. ANYPLACE YOU COULD FIND BECAME "HOME", AND
IT WAS HOT!!! ; ’

INTO THE SECOND MONTH, TEMPERS SOMETIMES BECAME SHORT
AND "SMOKERS"....BOXING MATCHES....WERE HELD TO SOLVE
THE DISPUTES AMONG SHIPMATES. » I
OUR 4 "T"S DISTILLED WATER AND MADE BREAD FOR THE FOUR
WOODEN MINE SWEEPERS AND THE ONE DESTROYER WHO WERE OUR
ENTIRE ESCORT FOR THE 5S4 DAYS.

I OPERATED MY FIRST CRANE ON GUAM. 7
AS I CAME TO THE BEE'S AS AN EXPERIENCED TRACTOR OPERA-
TOR, EVEN THOUGH I WAS JUST 17 YRS. OLD, I WAS UNHAPPY

AS A STEVEDORE AND WANTED TO BE A BULLDOZER OPERATOR.

SO I COMPLAINED TO THE CHIEFS AND TO THE COMPANY C.O..

THE CHIEF DISAPPROVED OF MY "ATTITUDE" AND FOUND A WAY

TO PUNISH ME.

WHEN I MISSED & MUSTER.....I RECEIVED A DECK COURTMARTIAL.
I GOT 10 DAYS IN THE BRIG...AND A $26.00 FINE (WHICH TO
ME REPRESENTED A MONTH'S PAY, SINCE I SENT THE REMAINDER
IN AN ALLOTMENT TO MY FAMILY) AND I SPENT THE 10 DAYS ON
A BURIAL DETATL.

I ALSO HAD TO HELP BUILD THE BRIG, AS I WAS ONE OF THE
FIRST RESIDENTS......

ON MY RETURN TO THE BATTALION, THE COMPANY C.O. ASKED

IF I WAS A CHRISTIAN NOW,.....(WHATEVER THAT MEANT)...
AND I SaID, "YES SIR". HE THEN ASKED IF I STILL WANTED

TO BE IN TRANSPORTATION, AND I REPLIED..."YESi.,...

* MY PARENTS BOUGHT WAR BONDS FOR ME..CAME IN HANDY LATER.

S7
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AT THAT POINT IN MY LIFE I ME AN ZQUIPMENT OPERATOR,

8
AND HAVE BEEN ONE EVER SINCE.
S0 YOU SEE WHAT THE BEE'S HAVE MEANT TO MY LIFE.
I THINK THAT I WAS TRANSFERRED TO CO. C AT THAT TIME,

YOU KNOW, AS TIME GOES BY, AND I THINK OF PAST TIMES, MY
MEMORY CLICKS AND A NAME POPS UP. THE COPY OF THE MUSTER
ROLL REMINDED ME OF LOUIS MIXA. HE HAD BEEN AN ATHLETIC
DIRECTOR AND INSTRUCTOR AT A NEARBY SCHOOL FOR MANY YEARS,
NOYW HE HAS RETIRED AND MOVED A¥AY.....I AM TRYING TO FIND
QUT WHERE. AS WE GET OLDER THESE THINGS SEEM TO BECOME
MORE IMPORTANT.

YES: I CERTAINLY DO REMEMBER PAT JOHNSON. HE WAS THE DIS- |
PATCHER ON GUAM. I'LL WRITE TO HIM AS SOON AS I FINISH l
THIS LETTER.

THAT MUSTER ROLL HAS A LOT OF NAMES OF MEN THAT I REMEM-
BER WELL.

ONE MAN THAT I DON'T NEED ANY "LIST" TO REMEMBER, IS
"PQP" RAPLEE....HE WAS ALWAYS HELPING SOMEBODY!!!! HE
WAS A # 1 GREAT GUY. HE HELPED TO ORGANIZE A V.F.W. POST
ON GUAM AMONG THE MANY NATIVES WHO HAD OR WERE SERVING..
MOSTLY AS STEWARDS..IN THE MAVY.

THEY THREYW HIM A BIG PARTY THE NIGHT BEFORE HE WAS TO BE
ROTATED BACK TO THE STATES. BEING A LITTLE TIPSY, ARD
GIVEN THEZ ROUGH ROADS, HE DIDN'T REALIZE THAT HE HAD A
FLAT TIRE ON THE VEHICLE ¥E HAD ARRANGED FOR HIM......
HE DROVE IT THE EIGHT MILES FROM AGANA.

NEEDLESS TO SAY, THE BOYS IN TRANSPORTATION DID A NICE
COVERUP. ..OR "POP" MIGHT HAVE BEEN UN-ROTATED,.

HE LIVED IN QUEENS, NEW YORX CITY, AND AFTER THE WAR HE
INVITED US TO HIS HOME FOR A SMALL REUNION, BUT I CAN'T
REMEMBER THE YEAR OR WHO %AS THERE,

7age F-of 4
TUE RESERVE NAVAL MOBILZ CONSTRUGTION...AND ALYOST UN-
BELIZVABLE...WITH THZ 13TH BATTALION.

IT'S LIKE HISTORY REPEATING ITSELF...ESPECIALLY WHEN I
WAS STATIONED AT GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI IN 1974, 1980 AND
IN 1982 ON ACTIVE DUTY,

AS YOU WILL SEZ BY THE PHOTOGRAPHS, SEVERAL OF THE ORIGI-
NAL BARRACKS ARE STILL IN USE.

IN 1974 I WAS NAMED "SAILOR OF THE YEAR",
I DID SOMETHING RIGHT,

S0 I GUESS THAT

PRETTY SOON I WILL BE "PIPED OVER THE SIDE".....A FORMAL
RETIREMENT CEREMONY WHERE I REVIEW THE,TROOPS AS MY NAVAL
HISTORY IS READ TO THOSE ASSEMBLED, : ‘

A SHIP'S GANGWAY WITH SIDE BOYS AND A BOATS#AIN'S MATE
WITH PIPE DOING THE HONORS.

A NICE TOUCH WITH FRIENDS AND RELATIVES JOINING IN A4 RE-
CEPTION AFTERVARDS. ACTUALLY I HAVE TO ATTEND SEVERAL MORE
DRILLS, BUT THIS IS ONLY DONE ONCE A YEAR.

MY DAUGHTER JUST GRADUATED COLLEGE AND WAS COMMISSIONED
A 2ND LIEUT. IN THE ARMY...SO AS I GO OUT...SHE IS IN.
I PINNED HER BARS ON AND WAS I A PROUD "POP",

I'VE HAD A GOOD LIFE...GOOD WORK AND OUTLOOK ON LIFE...
I GIVE THE CREDIT TO THE TRAINING I RECEIVED AS A SEABEE
WITH THE 13TH SPECIAL. :

SINCE I STARTED THIS LETTER, I RECEIVED THE ""CARGO CABLE"
CLIPPING THAT YOU SENT....ABOUT MY BEING A "BABY BEEY,

IT'S HARD TO BELIEVE THAT NOW, AT 60 YRS. OF AGE, I'M
THE "OLD TIMER" WHO GETS KIDDED BY THE YOUNGER MEN FOR

WILLIAM A. MILLS
CO, 4 &C

Editor's note: THE "TRAVEL LOG" MENTIONED ON PAGE 1, IS
THE "DEAREST MOTHEZR" LETTER WHICH FOLLOWS.
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TEATH e o T2 "7E OH OFR TAY . v Y50re IO L DONET KHTE.
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HOURS, MAKING US MISS THE DINING CARS WE WERE SUPPOSED /°
TO GET, AND KEPT US ABOARD THE TRAIN, IN EXPECTATION
OF OTHERS.

WEILE I SLEPT LAST KIGHT, WE PASSED THRU PART OF NEW
MEXICO AND INTO ARIZONA, WHICH WE ARE IN ROW, IT IS
MUCH THE SAME AS TEXAS EXCEPT THAT THERE ARE MORE HILLS
AND THERE SEEMS TO BE A HIGH MOUNTAIN RANGE IN THE DIS-
TANCE.

THE PORTER SAYS THAT WE SHALL REACH HUENEME, CALIFORNIA
TONIGHT, ABOUT MIDNIGHT. THAT WILL BE 4 O'CLOCK IN THE
MORKING, YOUR TIME. THIS COUNTRY WE ARE PASSING THRU,
DOESN'T SEEM VERY PRETTY.

WE ARE WAITING FCR CHOW KOW WHICH WILL PROBABLY EE LATE
TODAY. THIS AFTERNOON I EXPECT TO BE ABLE TO DESCRIEE
SOME MOUNTAINS AS WE CROSS THE SIERRA NEVADA RANGE...
WHICH IS PART OF THE ROCKY MOUKTAIN RANGE, ....ECT.ce..

AT 9:15 A.M. WE STOPPED AT TUCSON. IT WAS A PRETTY FAIR
SIZED TOWH. EVERYONE GOT OFF AND DID SOME MARCHING THRU
THE TOWN. I BOUGHT A FEW CARDS AND GOT THEM OFF.

TUCSOK IS SURROUNDED ON 4 SIDES BY MOUNTAINS. THE NORTH
BY THE SANTA CATALINAS, EAST TEE RIVERONS, TO THE SOUTH
THE SANTA RITAS AND THE WEST THE TUCSON MOUNTAIRS.

IT IS AT AN ELEVATION OF 2400 FEET. WE LEFT THERE AT
10:10 O'CLOCK. I’LL SEND QOFF A SHORT NOTE TO YOU HOW...
ECPeecovee

1:00 P.M.....JUST WOKE UP FROM A TWO HOUR SLEEP, WE
PASSED A TOWN CALLED CHANDLER, ARIZONA, WHERE I MATLED
SOME CARDS., THE PLACE SEEMS TO BE MORE AGRICULTURAL
THAN BEFORE..,.. ECT. s siaue

1:15 P.M.....JUST WERT THRU TEMPLE, ARIZONA. NICE FARM-
ING DISTRICT...EXTENSIVE IRRIGATION.

1:30 P.M.....WE ARE KOW IN PHOENIX, ARIZONA, IT IS A
VERY LARGE TOWN, THEY HAVEN'T GIVEN US CHOW YET.....
STARTING TO GET HUNGRY..... .

72 g0 g4
THIS SECTION OF ARIZOHA IS THE HOME OF MANY OF THE /0
BRANDS OF FRUIT YOU HEAR OF, SUCH AS THE BLUE GOOSE
AND CAL-PAC.

JUST PULLED OUT OF PHOENIX. A GOOD LOOKING TOWK. PROB-
ABLY HAS AN ARMY BASE NEARBY. NOT MUCH MORE TO SAY....
HAD A FEW FOUNDRIES AND MACHINE SHOPS ALSO FERTILIZER
PLANTS., TEE SUN IS VERY HOT....ECT....

3:30 P.M.....JUST STOPPED FOR WATER AT A PLACE JUST NO-
WHERE. THAT'S WHAT I THOUGHT, THEN I LOOKED AGAIN AND
THERE WERE THOUSANDS OF TENTS. IT WAS AN ARMY CAMPI!!
THIS PLACE MAY BE EXACTLY WHERE JACK DEGEORGIO IS.

I'LL PROBAELY NEVER KNOW. IT IS VERY HOT AS WE ARE
PASSING THRU & BIG EXPAKSE OF DESERT....ECT....

WED. 5:00 P.M....JUST AWOKE TO FIND WE HAD LEFT THE
DESERT AND WERE PASSING SOME EILL COUNTRY. AS WE PASS

T CAN IMAGINE IT BEING USED YEARS AGO AS A BANDIT BIDE~
OUT. IN 30 MINUTES WE SHALL BE IN YUMA, ARIZONA WHICH
IS NOT FAR FROM THE COLORADO RIVER AND WHICH IS THE
CALIFORNIA, ARIZONA BORDER. THE COUNTRY STILL SANDY,

AS IT WAS ON THE DESERT, BUT NOT FLAT..,.ECT....

5:30 P.M.,..WE ARE NOW STOPPED IN YUMA, ARIZONA. A
LITTLE AHEAD OF THE TRAIN THERE IS A BRIDGE, WHEN WE
CROSS IT WE SHALL BE IN CALIFORNIA. THEY LET US OFF THE
TRAIN FOR A FEW MIKUTES JUST KOW.

THERE IS REALLY SOME DUSTY COUNTRY THRU HERE, EVERY-
THING IS COVERED WITH DUST. BEING THAT IT IS DUST ON A
NAVY TRAIN...IT COULD BE CALLED "SEA DUST". I JUST
MAILED A SHORT LETTER TO YOU FROM HERE.

WE ARE GOING TO THE BRIDGE OVER THE COLORADO RIVER NOW.
YOU WILL REMEMBER THAT RIVER AS THE ONE THAT MADE THE
GRAND CANYON....I AM NOW IN CALIFORNIA...THE LAND OF THE
MOVIE STARS. THE COLORADO IS THE BIGGEST RIVER I HAVE
SEEN SINCE LEAVING GULFPORT. IT HAS TO BE BIG TO MAKE
ANYTHING LIKE THE GRAND CANYON....ECT....

S




| 578

)44.}1_ 9? /0
IT IS NO¥ 20 TO 8 O'CLOCK P.M.. WE HAVEN'T EATEN YET.
THE TRAIN IS5 PASSING NEAR A BODY OF SALT WATER CALLED
THE SALTON SEA. IT IS NOT USED FOR ANYTHING. FROM ITS
NAME I MAXE OUT TEAT IT MUST BE USELESS BECAUSE IT IS
SALT WATER.
IT IS ALMOST DARK NOW. WE SHOULD REACH OUR DESTINATION
SOME TIME IN THE EARLY HOURS OF TOMORROW (THURSDAY),
MOENING. THERE WON'T BE MUCH TO WRITE ABOUT NOW. AS I
WRITE I HOPE YOU AND SIS ARE WELL AND EVERYTHING IS O.X.

THIS HAS BEEN A LONG TRIP BUT I ENJOYED IT. THE SCENERY
HAS BEEN BEAUTIFUL ALTHOUGH AT TIMES IT BECAME TIRESOME.
WE WENT THRU A LOT OF DESERT AREA WHICH GOT VERY BORING
AND ALSO DUSTY....ECT....

8:15 P.M,...PACIFIC STANDARD TIME,..,.THE TIME HAS BEEN
SET"BACK ANOTHER HOUR, AS I HAVE PREVIOUSLY EXPLAINED.
SO IT IS 8:15 HERE AND 5:15 IN NEW YORK, AS I WRITE
THIS. ORIGINALLY WE WEREN'T TO SLEEP ON THE TRAIN AGAIN
TONIGHT BUT #E WON'T REACH HUENEZME TILL 6 TOMORROW MORN-
ING SO WE SHALL, ANYWAY. WE ATE LATE AGAIN TONIGHT AS I
JUST CAME BACK FROM CHOW.

TODAY WE EXPECTED TO HAVE SOME LECTURES AS ¥E HAD YES-
TERDAY, BUT WE DID NOTHING IN THE WAY OF EDUCATION AT
ALL: YESTERDAY WE ASKED AND ANSWERED QUESTIONS ABOUT
SPECIAL WEAPONS...RIFLE, MORTARS, Z=CT.

WHILE I ATE %E WERE STOPPED AT A TOWN CALLED INDIO, CAL-

IFORNIA. IT WAS A MORE MODERN TOWN THAN THOSE I HAVE SEEN.

THERE WERE SEVERAL MOVIE HOUSES : NICE LOOKING STORES
TO BE SEEN AS I LOOKED DOWN MAIN STREET. AT THE PRESENT
TIME WE ARE AGAIN OUT ON A DESERT.

THERE ARE MANY SECTIONS LIKE THIS, YOU EXPECT A TOWN TO
SPRING RIGHT UP IN FRONT OF YOU, BUT YOU TRAVEL FOR AN

HOUR OR TWO WITHOUT SEEING A SOUL OR A BIT OF CIVILIZA-
TION. JUST BRUSH AND SAND,

DURING THE AFTERNOON 'JE PASSED HERE AND THERE, SMALL DE-
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TACHMENTS OF SOLDIERS, ENCAMPED RIGHT OUT IN THE DES-

ERT. THEY WERS COMPLETELY CUT OFF FROM ALL CIVILIZA-

TION, THEY MIGHT HAVE HAD A RADIO...THAT IS ALL, THEIR
SUPPLIZS WERE BROUGHT ALONG AND STACKED OUT IN THE OPEN,
TRAVELING FIELD KITCHENS WERE WORKING.....HEY....WHAT AM
I DOING, RAMBLING ON ABOUT THE ARMY....I AM IN ' THE NAVY!!
I'LL WRITE AGAIN TONIGHT, IF THERE IS ANYTHING NEW.,.ECT...

THURSDAY, NOV. &4, 1943,

ARRIVED HUENEME AT 4:45 A.M....JUST AN HOUR LESS THAN 3
AND ONE HALF DAYS., I WAS ON THE DETAIL ASSIGNED TO UN-
LOAD BAGGAGE. WE HAVE FINISHED AND EATEN CHOW. WE ARE
WAITING TO BE ASSIGNED TO DEFINITE BARRACKS. IT IS 7:00
A.M., PACIFIC TIME.

THIS ENTIRE CAMP IS QUONSET HUTS. EVEN THE MESS HALLS.
IT SEEMS LIKE A PRETTY NICE PLACE. WE ARE RIGHT NEAR
THE WATER, AS WE WILL BE UNLOADING SHIPS HERE, I HAVE
HEARD THAT WE SHALL BE HERE FOR ABOUT 3 WEEKS...THAT IS
NOT DEFINITE.

SO JUST ONE HOUR LESS THAN 3 AND ONE HALF DAYS AFTER
TRAVELING THRU MISSISSIPPI, LOUISIANA, TEXAS, NEW
MEXICO, ARIZONA AND INTO CALIFORNIA, WE COME TO THE
END OF MY BIOGRAPHY.

I HOPE YOU HAVE ENJOYED THE READING AS MUCH AS I DID
THE WRITING. WHEN YOU FINISH I WISH YOU WOULD PRESERVE
IT FOR ME.

SOME DAY, I WOULD LIKE TO READ IT OVER AND REMEMBER A
VERY ENJOYABLE TRIP,
YOUR MOST LOVING SON,

BILL
WILLIAM ARTHUR MILLS 11-4-43
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GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI

AFTER A 10 DAY LEAVE WE ALL GATHERED AT CAMP PEARY
FOR A FZW DAYS, TO PULL THE LOOSE ENDS TOGETHER. WE
HAD INSPECTIONS TO MAKE SURE WE HAD ALL OF OUR GEAR.

BOARDED SOME COACHES BEHIND 4 COAL BURNING ST=AM
ENGINE THAT GAVE OFF A LOT OF SMOKE AND CINDEES.
IT WAS HARD TO KEEP CLEAN. EVERYTHING WAS COVERED
WITH DUST. THE AIR WAS HEAVY WITH SOOT.

ENJOYED THE RIDE SO MUCH, I'D LIKE TO DO IT AGAIN,
ATE MEALS IN A DINIKG CAR. FELT LIKE A BIG SHOT.

AT GULFPORT WE LIVED IN BIG BARRACKS. PRACTICED
SHORT ORDER AND EXTENDED ORDER DRILLS. MOST OF US
PRACTICED LOADING AND UNLOADING A CONCRETE DUMMY OF
A SHIP, IT WAS SET UP JUST LIKE A REAL BOAT.

WE LEARNED HOW TO RAISE AND LOWER THE BOOMS, RUN

THE WINCHES, EANDLE CABLE, GUY WIRES, CLAMPS, BLOCK
AND TACKLE., THIS GEAR WAS USED TO MOVE THE CARGO,..IN
AND OUT.

THERE WAS A GIGARTIC PILE OF WOOD NEARBY, AND QUITE
OFTEN WE WOULD SPEND 6 HOURS PILING THE BOARDS UP INTO
"DRAFTS", SO THEY COULD BE TAKEN AWAY AND USED. THEN
THE ORDER WQULD COME TO THROW IT ALL BACK IN THE PILE,
PIECE BY PIECE, AKRY OLD WAY.

AFTER A FE¥ DAYS OF THIS A BUDDY AND I DECIDED THAT VWE
NO¥ KNEW HOW TO SET UP "DRAFTS". WE'D CLIMB TO THE TOP
OF THE PILE AND MAKE A LITTLE "CUBBYHOLE" AND HIDE IN
THERE, UNTIL IT WAS TIME TO "THROW IT ALL BACK".

OUR LITTLE HIDCAWAY STARTED TO ENLARGE URTIL IT BECAME
A SORT OF "CLUB". THERE WERE ABOUT 10 OF US IN THERE,

itiguh Jaf@L‘

BILOXI WAS THE "LIBERTY" TOWN FOR GULFPORT. SLOT
MACEINES WERE ALLOYED, SO WE DID SOME GAMBLING.

BILOXI ALSO HAD A LOT OF SALOONS WHERE WE COULD GET
A FEV BEERS AND LISTEN TO “"THE BEER RARREL POLKA"...
A THOUSAND TIMES.....IN THE JUKEBOXES.

IT WAS THERE THAT MY FRIEND, WILLIS LEE AND T GOT

ON A TROLLEY CAR AND WENT TO THE REAR OF THE CAR

AND SAT DOWN. WE WERE UNAWARE AT THAT TIME THAT THE
REAR WAS RESERVED FOR COLORED FOLK. AS THE TROLLEY
PROCEEDED, MORS COLORED FOLKS GOT ON AND PRETTY soouj,
ALL OF THE SEATS WERE TAKEN. ‘

THEN TWO BLACK GIRLS ARRIVED, S0 WILLIS AND I GOT UP
AND OFFERED THEM QUR SEATS, JUST AS WE WERE TRUGHT TO
DO BACK HOME. < FOR SOME REASON, THEY STARTED GIGGLING.

TEEK WE NOTICED THAT ALL OF THE BLACKS WERE SMILING AND = |
B

LOOKING AT ONE ANOTHER.

WHEN I LOOKED AROUND, I NOTICED THAT ALL OF THE WHITES = |

WERE UP FRONT AND THE BLACKS IN THE REAR...... £
WE REALIZED THEN THAT WE HAD JUST BROKEN THE COLOR.
BARRIER.

THE DRIVER GAVE US A DIRTY LOOK AS WE GOT OFF, BUT NOT
A WORD WAS SAID BY ANYONE.

SOME OF THE SOUTHERN BOYS GOT LEAVES TO GO HOME BE-
CAUSE THEY LIVED NEARBY.

CHARLES L. MURRAY co, A

LR R R A A A
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TOUR OF THE UNITED STATES

WHEN THZ 13TH SP3CIAL LEFT VIRGINIA, WE HEADED SOUTH
ON A RAILROAD COACH. THE XIND ¥ITH THE CINDERS AND..
SO0T. ¥E PASSED THROUGH THE BACKYARDS OF A LOT OF
POOR FOLXS IN THE SOUTH. : 3 it
JHEN YE STQPPED, QUITE A FEW PEOPLE SHOWED UP. AT, THE..
STATIONS. - SOCIAL WORKERS PASSING OUT CIGARETTES, -
REGULAR CITIZENS WAVING AND YISHING US, WELL, AND A, -
FLOCK OF KIDS, MOSTLY COLORED, DANCING AND SINGING .. - .-
FOR COINS THAT ¥E WOULD THROW TO THEMs -~ . 1 & .o

NEVER A DULL MOMENT AS WE PASSED THROUGH NORTH CARO-
LINA, SOUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA, ALABAMA, FLORIDA AND
ARRIVED IN GULFPORT, ¥ISSISSIPPI, '

AFTER A FEW WEEXKS, WE AGAIN BOARDED A TRAIN AND HEAD-
ED WEST. IT HAD SLEEPING BERTHS AND AN OCCASIONAL
DINING CAR.

MOST OF THZ TIME WE WOULD PULL INTO A RAILROAD. YARD,
DISEMBARK AND WALK INTO A TOWN TO EAT OUR MBALS.

SOME OF THE TOWNS WERE: SHREVEPORT,LOUISIANA; DALLAS,
FORT WORTH AND AMARILLO, TEXAS; ALBERQUEQUE AND SANTA

GELES, AND THEN ON TO PORT HUENEME, CALIFORNIA,

THE TRIB°RB0UT 4 DAYS. AT EVERY STOP SOHMEONE HOULD. .
SNEAK OFF TO TRY TO GET SOME BEER. :

A FEW OF THE MEN WHO COULDN'T MAKS IT HOME FOR LSAVE

‘ WHILE ON THE EAST COAST, WERE GIVEN PERMISSION TO MAKE
i A QUICK TRIP HOME AS.WE PASSED THEIR TOWNS. .THEY
CAUGHT UP WITH US IN LOS ANGELES.

IT WAS EARLY MORNING, BEFORE SUNRISE OF NOV.'4, l9h3
WHEN WE ARRIVED AT FORT HUENEME,

CHARLES L. HURRRY‘COf

R R

FE, NEW MEXICO; FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA; NEEDLES, LOS AN- =~ "
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FROM THE PERSONAL DIARY OF HAROLD J. MOORE Co. C Pl-1 7
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ARR.
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ARR.
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ARR.
LEFT

ARR.
ARR.

ARR.

ARR.

FROM CAMP PEARY TO GULFPORT TO PORT HUENEME.

CAMP PEARY 7 P.M. MON. OCT. 4.
RICHMOND, VA. 8 P.M.
" 4/ 10:30 P.M.
RALEIGH, N.C. 5:30 TUES. OCT. 5, 1943
CARY, N.C. 6A.M. BREAKFAST
SOUTHERN PINES, N.C. 8:45
ABERDEEN, N.C. 9:10 A.M. GLIDERS
HAMLET 10 A.M. 45 MI. FROM ALBERMARLE HAD P.T.
BOUGHT PEANUTS.
HAMLET 10:30 A.M.
WADESBORO, N.C. 11:35 A.M.
MONROE, N.C. 12:30 P.M. DINNER IN YARDS, ON DINING

1943

CAR.
MONROE, N.C. 1:15 P.M.
CHESTER, S.C.2:30 P.M.

CARLYLE, S.C. 2:55 P.M.

WHITMIRE, S.C. 3:30 P.M.

CLINTON, S.C. 3:50 P.M.

CROSSHILL, S5.C. 4:15P.M.

GREENWOOD, S.C. 4:30 P.M.

ABBEVILLE S.C. 5:05 P.M. TOOK ON CAR.
- 9:30 'P.M,

CALHOUN FALLS, S.C. 6:10 P.M.

ELBERTON, GA. 6:40 P.M. GRANITE COUNTRY. SUPPER

6:50 P.M.

COLBERT, GA. 7:15 P.M.

ATHENS, GA. 7:30 P.M. UNIVERSITY CITY A LOT LIKE

MONTPELIER: HIGH BRIDGE OVER RIVER. TURNED IN AT

8:45 P.M.

COULD NOT GO TO ATLANTA AS TRAIN IS TOO LONG TO GO

THRU THE TERMINAL STATION. INSTEAD WE ARE GOING TO

AUGUSTA, GA. AND WE ARE 6 MI. FROM ATLANTA. HAVE

BEEN READING.

10:30 DECATUR (2 MILES FROM ATLANTA, GA. ON WAY TO

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA).

11:30 LEFT DECATUR.

6 A.M. WED. OCT. 6, 1943

WENT THROUGH R.R. YARDS WHERE I SAW WHITLEY HOTEL

ALSO JEFFERSON DAVIS HOTEL SIGNS ON TOP OF BUILDINGS

MUST HAVE BEEN MONTGOMERY, ALA.

7:30 LEOTEHACHIE, ALA. 7:30 A.M.

7:50 CALHOUN, ALA.

8:25 A.M. GREENVILLE, ALA.

8:45 A.M. GEORGIANA, ALA.

9:30 A.M. BREAKFAST.

9:45 A.M. OWASSA, ALA.

10:00 A.M. EVERGREEN, ALA.

11:00 A.M. BREWTON, ALA.

11:10 A.M. POLLARD, ALA.

11:35 A.M. FLOMATON, ALA. TOOK ON WATER FOR ENGINE.

12:25 A.M. ATMORE, ALA. 40 ACRE TRACTS - S1 DOWN.
WALNUT HILL FARMS 10,000 ACRES TO SELECT
FROM.

Fage 2-¢

1:10 P.M. NOKOMIS, ALA. SOMEWHERE ALONG HERE THE LINE BE-
TWEEN FLORIDA AND ALABAMA RAN DOWN THE MIDDLE OF
THE TRACK.

1:30 P.M. DYAS, ALA.

1:45 P.M. BAY MINETTE, ALA.

2:20 P.M. ALLA, ALA. TALL SWAMP GRASS 10 FT. TALL BESIDE -
R.R. STOP TO LET TWO TRAINS PASS. ONE A STREAM- |
LINER.

2:50 P.M. STARTED COMING INTO MOBILE, ALA.

DINNER :

4:30 P.M. STARTED GOING OUT OF MOBILE, ALA.

4:45 P.M. THEODORE, ALA.

5:05 P.M. ST. ELMO, ALA _

5:25 P.M. ORANGE GROVE, ALA. VERY LEVEL SCATTERED GROWTH -
OF PINE. - £ s

5:40 P.M. KREOLE, ALA.

5:50 P.M. PASCAGOULA, MISS. SHIP YARDS 33 MILES FROM
GULFPORT. TRACKS RUN THROUGH LONG FAT MARSH LAND
BORDERING THE GULF.

6:25 .M. OCEAN SPRINGS, MISS. 18 MI. FROM GULFPORT.

6:50 P.M. BILOXI, MISS. SPANISH MOSS. :

7:00 P.M. KEESLER FIELD - ARMY CAMP. AIR BASE.

7:30 P.M. EDGEWATER PARK ' :

7:45 P.M. GULFPORT - HAD TO WAIT FOR TRUCKS TO COME ABOARD

8:45 P.M. WENT TO CAMP.

9:10 P.M. GOT TO CAMP EASTERN WAR TIME. MADE BED AT 10:30
ESW TIME. '
GULFPORT, MISS. AT CAMP HOLLYDAY OCT. 31, 1943.
SUNDAY

1:00 P.M. DINNER

2:00 P.M. BEER TAVERN

3:00 P.M. MUSTER

4:00 P.M. LUNCH

4:30 P.M. LINED UP AND MARCHED TO TRACK

5:00 P.M. GOT ON TRAIN

5:30 P.M. PULLED OUT OF CAMP

6:00 P.M. GULFPORT. HEADED NORTH!

8:15 P.M. HATTIESBURG, MISS.

10:30 P.M. JACKSON, MISS. (COFFEE AND CHEESE SANDWICH) LEFT
12:40 SAW THE FIRST SECTION IN STATION GOING
WEST!
MON. NOV. 1, 1943

1:10 A.M. VICKSBURG, MISS. LEFT AT 1:50 TOOK ON WATER IN
OUR CARS FOR WASHING.

2:00 A.M. WENT OVER MISSISSIPPI RIVER. SEARCHLIGHT LOOKED
TRAIN OVER.

5:00 A.M. REVEILLE (GOT UP)

7:00 A.M. SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA. PULLED OUT AT 9:00 A.M.
WITH DINING CAR.

10:30 A.M. BREAKFAST

10:40 A.M. LOGANSPORT, LOUISIANA

10:50 A.M. JOAQUIN, TEXAS. LEAVES JUST BEGINNING TO TURN ON

THE TREES. GOING SOUTH!

45
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65:20
6:55
7:20
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7:30.P.M.
9:00 P.M.
10:50 P.M.
11:30 P.M.
12:00 P.M.

5:30 A.M.
6:30 A .M.

7:50 A.M.
8:15 A.M.

9:00 A.M.

10:00 A.M.

11:00 A.M.

11:25 A M.

12:30 P.M.
1:00 P.M.

1215
2725

Flge G+
TANAHA, TEXAS BALES OF COTTON IN A LARGE FIELD.
TIMSON, TEXAS SAW TWO COWBOYS ON HORSES WITH A

FEW COWS COMING INTO TOWN.
GARRISON, TEXAS.
NACADOCHES, TEXAS.

LUFKIN, TEXAS.

CORRIGAN, TEXAS.

DINNER
LIVINGSTON, TEXAS.
CLEVELAND, TEXAS.

NEW CANEY, TEXAS.

HOUSTON, TEXAS.

LEFT HOUSTON, TEXAS. BEER. CHIEF MARCHED INTO
REAR OF TAVERN NEAR STATION.

CIL WELLS - VERY LEVEL LAND.

SUGARLAND, TEXAS - HOME OF IMPERIAL SUGAR CO.
RICHMOND, TEXAS - RAINING HARD.

ROSENBERG, TEXAS.

EAGLE LAKE, TEXAS.

COLUMBUS, TEXAS - BESIDE THE COLORADO RIVER.
( TEXAS)

HAD SUPPER.

LULING, TEXAS.

SAN ANTONIQ, TEXAS. LEFT AT 11:20

KELLY FIELD

WOKE UP NACEWICZ AND WENT TO BED.

TUES. NOV. 2, 1943
GOT UP. DARK OUT.
DEL RIO

DRYDEN

SIDE TRACK - PICKED UP SOME BITTER WEED. A LOT
OF CACTUS, SAGE, MESQUITE ALONGSIDE OF TRACK. A
LOT OF SMALL FLAT TOP HILLS GREY IN COLOR. TRAIN
WINDS IN AND OUT AMONG THEM.

SANDERSON, TEXAS - GOT OUT FOR P.T. MARCHED
AROUND THE LITTLE VILLAGE - BOUGHT SOME CARDS
AND CIGARS. LEFT AT 9:15 A.M.

CAN SEE MOUNTAINS IN DISTANCE. LOT OF CACTUS AND
SAGE AND MESQUITE ALL AROUND.

LOTS OF GRASSLANDS AND HERDS OF CATTLE NOW IN-
STEAD OF SEMI-DESERT LANDS - MOUNTAINS STILL A
LONG WAY OFF.

MARATHON, TEXAS - STOPPED A FEW MINUTES. GAVE
SOME CARDS TO MEXICAN GIRLS TO MAIL. A FEW MILES
OFF TO THE RIGHT ARE THE GLASS MOUNTAINS AND ON
THE LEFT THE CATHEDRAL MTS.

ALPINE, TEXAS. STOPPED A FEW MINUTES.

PAISANA - STOPPED WHERE R.R. BRANCHED OFF SOUTH.
WE TURNED NORTHWARD A BIT. BETWEEN PAISANO AND
MARFA THE ELEVATION IS 5200.

MARFA. WAS EATING DINNER AT THIS TIME ON TRAIN.
VALENTINE, TEXAS. STOPPED HERE FOR WATER. BEEN
DOWNHILL ALL THE WAY FROM MARFA.

SIERRA BLANCA. SAW WHITE CROSS ON HILL.

SUPPER MOUNTAINS ON THE LEFT WERE OVER IN OLD
MEXICO.

6:30 P.M.

7:35

12:30 A.M.

11:30 P.M.

PoM.

5305 A M.

7:00

A.M.

7:00 A.M.

12:00 P.M.
12:50° P. M.

1:05
Iiad5

6:25
7:00
8:00

PM.
P.M.

i

P.M.

P.M.

BoMe
P.M.
P.M.

A.M.

7o ge e

IRRIGATED FIELDS NEAR THE RIO GRANDE NEAR EL
PASO BROAD FIELDS OF COTTON IN FULL BLOOM ON
LEFT. TORNILLO AT SAME TIME - COTTON.GINNING
PLANT ON LEFT. HUNDREDS OF LITTLE BALES OF AL-
FALFA IN FIELDS TO RIGHT. COTTON ON BOTH SIDES
OF TRACK NCW. HORSES FEEDING IN FIELDS OF AL-
FALFA SOWING. LOTS OF COTTONWOOD TREES.

EL PASO, TEXAS - JUAREZ, MEXICO IS JUST ACROSS
THE RIVER. MARCHED ARCUND ON THE STREETS ADJAC-
ENT TO THE TRACKS. WE WERE GONE JUST AN HOUR.
CENTRAL TIME, CHANGED TIME. SET WATCH BACK ONE
HOUR.

MOUNTAIN TIME. LEFT EL PASO SO THE BOYS SAY I
FELL ASLEEP BEFORE WE LEFT

WED. NOV. 3, 1943

REVEILLE - EARLY THIS MORNING STOPPED AT DOUGLAS,
ARIZONA.
HEREFORE,
TUCSON, ARIZ. STOPPED HERE. MARCHED AROUND TOWN.
I HAD TO HELP GUARD THE TRAIN., STAYED HERE 45
MINUTES. TURNED NORTH AT PINACHO, ARIZ.
COOLIDGE, ARIZ. CANAL WENT UNDER THE TRACK.
CHANDLER, ARIZ. SAW THE FIRST ORANGE GROVES.
MESA, ARIZ. LOTS OF CULTIVATED FIELDS.

TEMPE, ARIZ. DATE PALMS. SAW BIG LETTER (A) ON
HILL TO RIGHT.

PHOENIX, ARIZ. 10,500+ or - NOT SURE ABOUT THIS?
SEEMS RATHER HIGH. STOPPED IN RAILROAD YARDS.
DINNER - PULLED OUT OF PHOENIX. CAN SEE SIERRA
NEVADA MOUNTAINS ON RIGHT. SAW SOME HILLS ON
LEFT THAT LOOKED LIKE HUGE PILES OF COAL ONLY
THERE WAS VEGETATION ON THEM. (VOLCANIC ROCK)
BIG ARMY CAMP IN TENTS ON THE RIGHT - MIDDLE OF
DESERT. HYDER, ARIZ. THE TALL CACTUS IS THE
SAHUARO; VERY DUSTY.

PALOMAS PLAINS AND MOUNTAINS ALSO THE GILA MTS.
WELTOWN, ARIZ. SAW SOME PIPER CUBS ACROSS FROM
THE LITTLE STATION. ONE WAS LANDING. WILDEST,
MOST BARREN DESERT AND MOUNTAIN COUNTRY IMAGIN-
ABLE. WATER FROM PARKER DAM IN THE COLORADO HAS
BEEN BROUGHT DOWN IN CONCRETE CANAL TO THIS
COUNTRY AND SOMETIME WILL BE ALL CULTIVATED.
YUMA, ARIZ. STOPPED IN RAILROAD YARDS. CAN SEE
COLORADO RIVER. CAN SEE OVER INTO LOWER CALIF-
ORNIA. GOT OFF FOR 15 MIN. SAW INDIAN WOMAN
SELLING BEADS AND SHELL NOVELTIES. TIME CHANGES
AGAIN WHEN WE CROSS RIVER. SET BACK ANOTHER HOUR.
NOW CROSSING THE COLCRADO DESERT IN CALIFORNIA.
COING N.W.

NILAND, CAL. SALTON SEA IN DISTANCE.

SUPPER. (VERY GOOD)

INDIO, CAL. STOPPED IN YARDS A WHILE. DARK OUT,
WENT TO BED AT 11:00 P.M.

THURS. NOV, 4, 1943

OXNARD, CAL. GOT OUT OF OUR BERTHS. TRAIN CAME
RIGHT INTO CAMP.
CAMP HUENEME.

ARIZ.

00 e s 0t e
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THE PICTURES ON THESE THREE PAGES ARE REPRESENTATIVE OF ALL OF THE MEN OF THE
13TH SPECIAL N. C. B. WHO SAID "GOODBYE" TO THEIR CEILDREN, VMOTHERS, FATHERS,
WIVES, BROTHERS, SISTERS, SWEETHEARTS, RELATIVES AND FRIENDS.

"REPRESENTED" ALSO ARE THE MOTHERS AND WIVES WHO DISPLAYED THE SERVICE FLAGS
IN THE WINDOWS ALL ACROSS THE COUNTRY AND ALL WHO PRAYED FOR THE SAFEKEEPING
OF THEIR LOVED ONES.

- | m. gy (Co.15
P S e g )

/W“- /9% 3 CDmafc.z. % op Piwarwre, PH. Lodd-

ég.ZM(ﬂV r{éf

£7

e o — e e e e —————— VY ——




é;fzz arn mgm?,/;z: ﬂaag// /;/, Stas
72 /Zf Aécca_e,.-,,m/ Co A Eif-ﬂf;V “:ac,
,ﬁw%p 7 Feare Frconcld i Calf-.

» J /
7;2/,0@'-’-’.

= |
= S Lafl B gkt

éé v ‘ : fgy ,5&:4_/¢4A[4&7L/ ?{:‘Vf/m 5/‘&2@24{/
=== (A i

fC;- (c Faeest e
jffe‘//; ,éui/&-"xt-_/"_ oo
Czppe 7o Jeacl "‘}t_ .
7’524/0/»4:«94/ é//”?i//é”‘“b :
\i @ 2 o wife@
Vooter? 70l + wife®

LA

22 [ Aedoe g (RT)

Qmﬁnca’,/o’ 7 ,zcjf‘

A ;674,%/, [forZez | who

A

Lzt \,/”/&MZ:;L. A

d ,4/,4;72“::9 l‘; ot |

/w';??_ ﬁ“?f (,,c’z.o-:,;,{@/ - : ; ; p

’/lf/ WJ/_,LZ;(I,/\/C*L:?, Va. . ' ; ~ f/‘-/? /. ?7’1’.57
: : 7/7'/523.4:_/ 2 LL“’—}/‘:"‘ 77/"‘ /:

7
Al releere. .

¥

V-
=




. ST ST

ey

L il P SO
Frtd). Kew

77

772}7,7“1@- ‘

e




el
7z

PORT HUEZNEME, CALIFORNIA

"THE O¥S PLACE ON EARTH THERE 70U COULD BE UP TO YOUR
HIPS IN MUD AND HAVE THE SAND BLOWING IN YOUR FACE."
THE VEGETATION WAS STRIPPED OFF,...THAT MADE IT MUDDY...
THEN IT WAS COVERED VWITH SAND. THE SUN OULD BRIVE IT
THROUGH THS SMALLEST CREVICES.

AT NIGHT WE WOULD SYEEP THE FLCOR AND BY MORNTIG THIRE
WOULD BE TWO INCHES OF DUST O IT.

MORE ADVANCED TRAINTNG, JUNGLE 7ARFARE, MACHINE GUNS,
BA¥ONETS, HORTARS, RIFLES, METHODS OF ATTACK, COMMANDO
COURSZS AND DRILLING.

SOME MEN WENT TO SPECIAL CLASSIS. JOHN WAYNE SHOWED UP
FOR ABQUT TWO WEEKS.....TO MAKE i HOVIE,

GOT ONE OVERNIGHT PASS TO GO TO LOS ANGELES. BUSSED TO
OXNARD, BUT TRANSPORTATION ¥AS NOT AVAILABLE.

50 OUT TO THE HIGHWAY TO THUMB i RIDE. THE WTHUMB LINE"
WAS 2 MILES LONG AND REACHED WAY OUT OF TOWN.

AFTER ABOUT AN HOUR, A FARM TRUCK STOPPED AND THE DRIVER
SAID "¥ANT A LIFT INTO TOWN?"..."THANK YOU, YES SIR". IT
WAS. A FLATBED THAT HAD CARRIED HAY, - I YONDERED WHY ONLY
3 MEN CLIMBED ON, WHEN IT COULD HAVE CARRIED 50.....I
FOUND OUT IN A HURRY, WHEN I 'YAS COVERED FROM HEAD TO FOOT
YITH CHAFF.....(SMALL PIECES OF HAY THAT STICK LIKE GLUE).
I SPENT THE REST OF THE DAY TRYING TO GET CLEANED UP.

I WAS WEARING MY NAVY BLUES.

GOT OFF AT SANT MONICA iND WALKZD THE REST OF THE WAY TO
DOYNTOYN LOS ANGELES.

THE SALOONS HAD COLD BEER AND COWBOYS SINGING MY FAVORITE
SONG...'""ROSE OF SAlMN ANTONE".....NEXT STOP WAS A "FIRST"
FOR ¥E....A BURLESQUE SHOW....THE¥ TO HOLLYVWOCD AND VINE.

Page 2 ~;/

COULDH'T GET A ROOM FOR THE NIGHT, SO I WENT TO THE USO.
THEY 00K MZ 70 & PRIVATE HOME.....FOR A DOLLAR, I SLEPT
ON SOMEBODY'S COUCH IN THE PARLOR.

THEY SERVED COFFZE AND DOUGHNUTS BEFORE I HEADED B&CK TO
TOWN. I RSALLY APPRECIATED THE HOSPITALITY. THE HOUSE
%AS OVERFLOWING WITH SIRVICEMEN FROM ALL BRANCHES. THE
PEOPLE TOOX US IN OUT OF THE GOODNESS OF THEIR HEARTS AND
DID 4 LOT OF GOOD FOR THE WAR EFFORT, EACH DAY THEY TGOK
THEIR STATION ¥AGON TO THE USO TO PICK UP MORE dEN

GOT A LIFT BACK TO HCLLYHOOD IN A CONVERTIBLE BY 4 gaNT
WHO WAS ON HIS WAY TO WORK.

AFTER WAITING IN LINE FOR AN HOUR, I WSNT INTO THE STAGE

DOOR CANTEEN IN HOLLYWOOD. ATE SOME GOODIZS AND RUBBED
ELBOYWS WITH HOLLYYOCD STARLETS WHO VOLUNTEERED THEIR TIME
TO TALX TO ALL THE SERVICEMEN, )

I HAD ARRIVED IN TOWN VITH 313.00 SO HAD TO BZ THRIFTY.
I WALKSD UP AND DO SVERY STREET IN TGﬂH...IN AND OUT OF
5 AID 10 CENT STORES, JUST KILLING TIME UNTIL 4:00 P.M.

LOOXING FOR TRANSPORTATION BACK TO CiHP, I FOUND A LINE OF
ABOUT 1000 MEN TRYING TO GET A BUS.

MADE TIT BACK TO CAMP...5:00 A.M,
JUST IN TIME FOR ROLL CALL.
Sevieas s oisive e BTt S
Co. A
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AND SO IT WAS...FROM PEARL HARBOR TO THE MARSHALLS TO THE MARIANAS....THEY UNLOADED FOOD..FUEL..T.N.T...
GASOLINE, .AMMUNITION..AIRPLANES. .LUMBER. .TRUCKS. .TRAILERS. . TANKS. . MACHINERY. . BOMBS. . BULLDOZERS AND A
VARIETY OF MISCELLANEUS ITEMS.

THE MEN CONCENTRATED ON SPEED OF HANDLING THE CARGO AS THEIR PRIORITY AND DID THEMSELVES PROUD. THEY RE-
CEIVED COMMENDATIONS FROM OTHER OUTFITS FOR THEIR FINE WORK. THEY BECAME KNOWN AS THE "FIREBALL OUTFIT"
WHILE THEY WERE WORKING ON GUAM, VHERE THEY UNLOADED UNDER MORTAR FIRE.

THE SPAN OF AGE DIFFERENCE...OFFICIALLY 17 TO 50 HELPED THE BATTALION. YOUTH AND EXPERIENCE BLEND WELL
WHEN PROPERLY USED. IN ACUALITY, MEN LIED ABOUT THEIR AGES...SOME BEING WELL INTO THEIR LATE 50's AND SOME
WERE YOUNGER THAN 17. WHILE ON GUAM ONE YOUNG MAN CELEBRATED HIS 16TH BIRTHDAY, SO HE MUST SURELY HAVE
ENLISTED AT 14.

THE BATTALION REMAINED PROUD..TIGHTLY KNIT AND LUCKY. NO ONE WAS "KILLED IN ACTION". ONE MAN WAS WOUNDED.
THEY DID NOT, HOWEVER, ESCAPE---DENGUE FEVER..FUNGUS AND BOILS ON ALL PARTS OF THE BODY..SPRAINS AND
STRAINS.,.BROKEN BONES IN FINGERS, FEET, ARMS, LEGS, HANDS, BACKS, NECKS AND SHOULDERS..APPENDICITIS..
ULCERS OF THE STOMACH..UNIDENTIFIED ILLNESS..CAT FEVER..HEART PROBLEMS AND CANCER. ALL TOOK THEIR TOLL.
MOST OF THE MEN RECOVERED AND RETURNED TO WORK. A FEW WENT STATESIDE.

WHILE AWAITING PASSAGE HOME AFTER THE PEACE TREATY WAS SIGNED, TWO YOUND MEN WERE ACCIDENTIALLY KILLED...
ONE MAN DIED OF A HEART ATTACK...ONE MAN WHO COMPLAINED OF BEING TIRED, TOO OFTEN BUT WHEN: AN AUTOPSY WAS
PERFORMED, IT WAS DISCOVERED THAT HE DIED OF CANCER...AND ONE MAN DIED SIX DAYS AFTER HIS DISCHARGE WHILE
THE BATTALION WAS STILL ON GUAM.

THE BATTALION REMAINED ON GUAM...HELPING IN THE REBUILDING OF GUAM.;.UNTIL IT WAS DEACTIVATED ON

OCTOBER 15, 1945. SOME OF THE MEN WENT ON TO JOIN OTHER BATTALIONS BUT I DO NOT HAVE THAT PART OF THE
STORY.

UNFORTUNATELY I WAS ABLE TO LOCATE ONLY ONE OFFICER...CHAPLAIN ROY B. SCHMEICHEL. PERHAPS ONE DAY, I OR
SOMEQOKE WHO FOLLOWS, WILL LOCATE OTHERS IN THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH WHO WILL ADD TO THIS PRESENTATION.

THE 13TH SPECIAL BATTALION WAS SPECIAL...THEY WERE SPECIALISTS...THEY WERE STEVEDORES.

=2/ . Plecrn
p red T ?7
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THIS BCOK %AS COMPILED FROM JULY 22-1985 THEROUGH JULY 29-13387. IT IS A "REPRESENTATIVE" BOOX OF THE MEN OF
THZ 13TH SPECIAL NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALICN OF WORLD WAR 1l1...NECESSITATED BY THE 43 YEARS THAT HAVE
PASSED SINCE THE EVENTS TOOK PLACE, REMEMBER THAT iS YOU SER ONE PHOTO, TO MULTIPLY IT MANY TIMES WITH THE
FACES OF THE GTHER MEN OF THE BATTALICN...AND FOR EACH COMMENT THERE ARE A THOUSAND MORE.

TYE MEN WROTE THE BOOK.....ALL I DID %iS PUT IT TOGETHER IN A LOOSE CRONOLOGICAL ORDER, I DID KEEP ALL
LETTERS AND TELEPHONE ZONVERSATIONS CONFIDENTIAL,..IN MY CARE, SO AS NOT TO INFLUENCE THE MEMORY OF EACH
MAN. I DID HOWEVER #AIL OUT COPIES OF PHOTOS IN AN ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY MEN.

I SELECTED THE EXCERFTS OF LETTERS SO aS 10T TO BE REPETITIVE.

THE RESEARCH IS CORRECT. VOLUME 11 OF "BUILDING THE NAVY'S BASES IN W W 11" PRINTED IN 1947..ch. 28, pg. i#
%38 PLACES THE 13TH SPECIAL NCB SOUTH OF OROTEZ PENISULA DURING THE INVASION OF GUAM ON JULY 21, 1944, THEY
DID IN FACT LAND NORTH OF THE PENISULA..WHICH YOU WILL SEE HEREIN.

A SPECIAL BOND OF LOVE AND CARING EXISTS AMONG THE MEN TODAY, AS IT DID DURING THE AR, IT STARTED IN 1943
WHEN THOSE MEN WHO WERE SCHEDULED TO B=COME THE 13TH SPECIAL, WANTED TO SERVE BUT REFUSED THE NUMBER 13 AS
BEING UNLUCKY AND THIS SUPERSTITION SPILLED OVER TO THE OFFICERS, 'WHO DID NOT WANT CHARGE OF MEN WHO FELT
30 STRCNGLY ABOUT IT. MORALE “JOULD SURELY BE LOY.

WHO MADE THE FINAL DECISION, I DO NOT XNOW...BUT IF YOU REMEMBER THE TIMES AND OUR HISTORY....IT IS EASY

TO UNDER3TAND. AS A RESULT OF THIS THE 13TH SPZCIAL /iS FORMED AFTER THE 16TH SPECIAL AS FORMED. THE
SCRAMBLE STARTED, LOOXING FOR ENOUGH MEN WITH THE PROPEIR QUALIFICATIONS TO FILL THE QUOTA. MEN \/ERE PULLED
FROM OTHER BATTALIONS. FOR EXAMPLE..OIlE CB WAS SELECTED FROM 1000 MEN OF ANCTHER OUTFIT BECAUSE HE HAD GOQOD
SHIPPING EXPERIENCE. THIS WAS NOT UNUSUAL.

AS A RESULT, THE M¥EN DECIDED THAT THEY JOULD HAKE "13" THEIR LUCKY NUMBER AND PROCEEDED TO BUILD ON IT.
THEY ADOPTED THE "BLACK CAT AND BLACK ACE OF SPADES" AS THEIR INSIGNIA. THEY HAD ALSO HEARD OF THE
EXTRAORDINARY EXPLOITS OF THE 13TH NCB THAT PRECEEDED THEM.

THE STEVEDORES WERE MADE UP OF MEN WHO JERE EXPERIENCED IN SHIPPING, DOCK VORKERS, PLUMBERS, ELECTRICIANS,
COOKS AND BiKERS, TYPISTS, CLERKS,MECHAIIICS, CARPEZNTEZRS, CONTRACTORS, PAINTERS, CRANE OPERATORS, ETC..

A BATTALION HAD TO BE A SSLF CONTAINED UNIT. :IATURALLY AS IT HAPPENS IN JARTIME...MANY OF THE MEN DID NOT
ALZAYS GET A CHANCE TO USE THE VAST KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE,....BUT ¥O CNE ESCAPED THE LOADING AND
UNLOADING OF SHIPS. THAT AS THE GREATEST NZED...YHICH WAS THE REASON THAT THE "SPECIALS' V/EGRE STARTED IN
THE FIRST PLACE.
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WITH DEEP RESPECT I DEDICATE THIS BOOK TO ALL OF THE OFFICERS AND ENLISTED PERSONNEL OF THE
13TH SPECIAL NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION OF WORLD WAR 11.

THERE IS NO WAY THAT I CAN FULLY GIVE TO YOU WHAT YOU ARE DESERVING OF...BUT FOLLOWING YOUR o f)
"CAN DO" LEAD, I DID DO THE BEST THAT I COULD.

MY EFFORT HEREWITH IS MY WAY OF SAYING "“THANK YOU" FROM ALL OF US WHO STAYED AT HOME AND
SLEPT IN COMFORTABLE BEDS. E
OVER 44 YEARS HAVE PAST AND MANY OF THE BATTALION ARE NO LONGER HERE. THEIR SPIRIT IS ALIVE |
AND STRONG AMONG US. I FELT IT IN THE LETTERS THAT I RECEIVED AND IK THE MEMORIES OF THE MEN
WITH WHOM I HAVE BEEN IN CONTACT.

TO éHE REMAINDER OF THE BATTALION, I ASK GOD TO BLESS ALL OF YOUR DAYS, AND ALL OF MINE, TOO.
THANK YOU FOR ALL OF THE INFORMATION, SUPPORT AND FOR SHARING A PART OF YOUR LIFE WITH ME.

Ko ltsecd . 7 %Ww7«
MILDRED M. MURRAY 5/’
vannn JULY 135509870 1 4

"GETTING TO KNOW YOU" HAS BEEN MY REWARD.

ALL OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS, EXCEPT THOSE NOTED OTHERWISE, HAVE BEEN REPRODUCED FROM THE ORIGINAL PHOTOS SENT
IN BY THE MEN. THE ORIGINAL PHOTOS HAVE BEEN RETURNED. MANY OF THE PHOTOS WERE AS SMALL AS 2 INCHES AS
CAMERAS WERE "TABOO"...ALL WERE ENLARGED BUT 2 HAD TO BE REDUCED (STUDIO PORTRAITS) TO “FIT" THE SPACE,
THE MEMORABILIA ARE THE ORIGINALS. "THANK YOU" TO THE FOLLOWING MEN FOR TRUSTING ME.

GEORGE N. COOPER
JOSEPH DELLA DONNA
JACK G. DEWSEN
CHARLES FERBER
JOSEPH A.FRASCELLA
GEQORGE W. GLOTFELTER
HERMAN C. GOIN

LEO GRADY

PAT T, JOHNSON

EDWARD L. KERR
RICHARD T, LUDWIG
WILLIAM A. MILLS
RALPH R. MITCHELL
HAROLD J. MOORE
CHARLES L. MURRAY
TIMOTHY F. O'CONNOR
CARL V. OHLER
DONALD H. PHELPS
MAX ROSEN

REVERAND ROY B. SCHMEICHEL
JESSE L. SELLIER

GENE J. SMITH

HAROLD E. UECKERT

ALVER UNCINI

CHARLES A WEBBERLEY
EVERARDUS B. WILSON

RAY J. WOZNIAK




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND ..PPRE I\lICI FOR PHOTOGRAPHS, INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCZ IN HISTORICAL RESEARCH:

SPECIAL THANKS TO MY SISTER, CARCLYN S. MURRAY 'WHO ONE DAY IN MAY,

NATIONAL ARCHIVES HISTORICAL CENTER, JASEINGTON, D. C,
NATIONAL ARCHIVES STILL PHOTO DEZPARTMENT, WASHINGTOM, D.C.
COMMANDVRIAJCHIJL, U. S. NAVAL PACIFIC FLZET, PEARL HARBOR, OAHU, HAWAIIL
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIT AT MiII0A
BISHOP MUSEUM, HONOLULU, HAWAIL
STATE ARCHIVES OF HAWAII
FRANCES H. GOLDWYH LIBRARY OF HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA
REPUBLIC 3ICTD.:S, HOLLYWOOD, CALIF OfNIA
DIRECTOR Y.H. KZTELS, CEC/SZ{BZZ MUSEUM, PORT HUENEME, CALIFORNIA..LCDR. CEC, USN (RET)
LORETTA L. C&VANXUGH ASS'T DIRZCTOR, CEC/SZABZE MUSEUM, PORT HUENEME, CALIF ORNI\
DR. VINCENT A. TQ“WSXNO, COMMALID hIoTORIxN, dAV?Ab (FORMERLY BUREAU OF 7ARDS % DOCK3), PORT HUENEME, CA.
CAROL A. MARSH, STAFF HISTORIAN, NAVFAC, PORT HUENEME, CALIFORNIA

SPECIAL THANKS TO CAROL A,i4ARSH JHO DOINED RAINGEAR AND BOOTS TO TREX THROUGH THE RAIN AN D PUDDLES TO
A QUONSET HUT FOR HISTORICAL RECORDS AND DOCUMENTED PHOTOS WITH GREAT CARE & EFFICIENCY,

SPECIAL THANKS TO LORETTA L. CAVANAUGH FOR THE INDIVIDUALLY PERSONALIZED LETTERS THAT SHE SENT TO EACH
SEABEE WHO DONATED MEMORABILIA TO THE MUSEUM. LORETTA CATALOGUES AND MAINTAINS A SECURED
PERMANENT FILE ON EVERY ITEM IN THE MUSZIUM; EACH FILE CONT&INING PEPTINENT INFORMATION
AS TO DONOR.

SPECIAL THANXS TO MY BROTHER, CHARLES L. MURRAY-CO. A.,FOR ADVICE AND COUNSEL., HE JAS SO HAPPY WITH WHAT
I WAS DOING..HE EXTENDED HIMSELF IN MANY WAYS. IN ADDITION TQO WRITING EVERYTHING HE COULD
RECALL..HE ENDED ZACH LETTER WITH SOMETHING TO MAKE ME LAUGH...FOOD FOR MY SOUL.
WHILE I WAS LEARNING TO TYPE, HE TACKLED A 3TORY I FOUND TCO DIFFICULT. IT TOOK HIM THREER
DAYS OF "HUNT % PECK" AND GOT THE JOB DONE. HE LOOKED FORWARD TO THE DAY WHEN ALL OF THE
MEN WOULD HAVE A COPY OF THE BOOK. HE WAS NOT TO BE ABLE TO SHARE THAT.
HE DIED ON JULY 15, 1987. ON THE MORNING OF JULY 2, 1987, HE RECEIVED 237 ZEROXED PAGES
AND WAS ABLE TO READ ABOUT ONE QUARTER OF THEM, PLUS PAGES 236 and 237. HE TELEPHONED TO
SAY, "I'M THRILLED...I WANT ZVERYONE TO SEE IT",

1985 SAID "LET'S GO TO PORT HUENEME FOR
THE "/SEKEND, CHARLES VAS STATIONED THERE". I HAD TROUBLE YITH THE PRONOUNCIATION. SHE SAID;
"NO, .lOT HCOMENE, NO..NOT YUENENE, NO.. NOT HUMININE....IT'S ¥ NEE ME", 'WHEN WE ARRIVED,

I SAID, "OH OXNARD...THAT'S ZASY",

TODAY IS JULY 29, 1987...THIS IS MY LAST FEY LINES TO TYPE...THZ LAST PAGE TO COMPLETION.
MY THOUGHTS RETURN TO THAT DAY. CAROLYN SAYS SHE DOESN'T JANT ANY OF THE "CREDIT". ‘
S0 I MUST, IN A LIMITED WAY, SAY THANK YOU FOR YOUR UNLIMITED PSYCHOLOGICAL, SPIRITUAL AND
FINANCIAL SUFPORT IN THE LAST TWO YEARS, WHICH WERE NOT UNLIKE ALL OF THE YEARS OF OUR

FRIENDSHIP,
/ﬁﬁiszZQL,sz-fizﬁ 5%%V£/ 2ci//

MILDRED M. MURRAY )




-t

ITENERARY OF THE THIRTEENTH SPECIAL NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

DATE

AUG.  -1943....COMMISSIONED AT CAMP PEARY, WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA.

SEPT.18-1943....10 DAY LEAVE,

OCT. 4-1943....LEFT CAMP PEARY BY TROOP TRAINS.

OCT. 6-1943....ARRIVED AT CAMP HOLLYDAY, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI.

OCT. 31-1943....LEAVE CAMP HOLLYDAY BY TROOP TRAINS. BATTALION TAKES 2 SEPERATE ROUTES UPON REACHING
SEREVEPORT, LOUISIANA.

NOV. 4-1943....WHOLE BATTALION ARRIVES AT CAMP ROUSSEAU, PORT HUENEME, CALIFORNIA.

KOV. 23-1943....FIRST ECEELON LEAVES PORT EUENEME VIA SAN DIEGO, CALIF. AND BOARDS THE USS CABOT.

DEC. 25-1943....SECOND ECHELON LEAVES PORT HUENEME VIA SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. AND BOARDS THE
USS GENERAL G. O. SQUIER.

NOV. 27-1943....FIRST ECHELON ARRIVES AT PEARL HARBOR AND TO CAMP AT AIEA HEIGHTS, OAHU, HAWAII,

JAN. 1-19k4....SECOND ECHELON ARRIVES AT PEARL HARBOR AND TO CAMP AT AIEA HEIGHTS, OAHU, HAWAII.

FEB. 1-1944....WHOLE BATTALION MOVES TO NEVWLY CONSTRUCTED CAMP AT IROQUOIS POINT, AREA OF PUUALA, OAHU,
TERRITORY OF HAWATI.

1944. .. .PART OF BATTALION LEAVE PEARL HAREOR FOR KWAJALEIN, FOR INVASION OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS.
FEB. 13-1944....PART OF BATTALION RETURN FROM MARSHALL ISLANDS TO PEARL HARBOR AND IROQUOIS POINT.
1944, ...GROUP OF MEN RETURN TO THE U.S. ON "SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT" TO PICK UP CARGO AND DOCUMENTS.

ROUND TRIP.,.ONE MONTH DURATION.

JUNE 1-194%4....BATTALION LEAVES IROQUOIS POINT FOR THE INVASION OF GUAM, MARIANAS ISLANDS. ARRIVING AT
GUAM ONE MONTH EARLY, DUE TO COMPLEX CHANGES OF PLAN OF HIGH COMMAND DECISIONS AND HEAVY
RESISTANCE ON SAIPAN, RETURN TO ENIWETOK, MARSHALL ISLANDS. DATE FOR D-DAY INVASION OF
GUAM IS CHANGED.

JULY 21-1944, ... BATTALION ARRIVES AT GUAM FOR THE SECOND TIME. GUAM STILL UNDER FIRE.

JULY 27-194L....BATTALION COMES ASHORE AT ASAN BEACH, GUAM.

AUG.  -19L44....MEN WHO HAD MADE ROUND TRIP TO U.S. EARLIER ARRIVE AT AGAT BEACH, GUAM,

AUG., ~-1944....MEN WHO HAD MADE ROUNG TRIP TC U.S. EARLIER COME ASHORE AT AGAT, GUAM.
AUG., 9-1944....CROUP OF MEN ARRIVE AND COME ASHORE AT ASAN BEACH, GUAM. WERE DETAINED BETWEEN ENIWETOK,

MARSHALL ISLANDS AND GUAM, HELPING TO UNLOAD THE "SEA FLIER" WHICH WAS GROUNDED ON REEF.

AUG. 10-~1944....WHCLE BATTALION MOVES TO NEWLY CONSTRUCTED CAMP AT OROTE PENINSULA, GUAM.,
0CT. 15-1945....BATTALION DEACTIVATED. >
THERE MAY WELL HAVE BEEN OTHZR "MISSIONS" BETWEEN THE DATES SHOWN ABOVE, THE MARINES "BORROWED" MEN...
BUT I EAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO DOCUMENT ANY OTHER THAN APPEARS HERE,
THE SAME APPLIES TO THE MEN WHO TRANSFERRED TO OTHER BATTALIONS WHILE ON GUAM. EDITOR'S NOTE
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The Officers and Crew of the

3 . U.S.S. CABCT

X ~ extend i

s Thanksgiving Greetings
Captain M. F. SCHCEFFEL, U. S. NAVY

Command in§ Officer

THANKSGIVING MENU

Turkey MNoodle Soup -

Salted .!afc' rs

Hearts, of Cg:lg(y

Ripe Olives

B Lettuce Tomato Salad - Mayonnaise
Young Roast Tom Turkey

Crcnbor:i Sauce

Sage .Nut -Dress .i-ng
Candied Sweet Pofafoct

Buttered Asparagus

2 'Pctker House Rolls

. 7 Apple Pie

T

Sweet Mixed Pickles

Geeon Olives | soME oF THE MEw OF THE
13TH SPECIAL CELEBRATEI
THANKSGIVING DAY ON THE

Giblet Gravy CABOT.,

f Creamed Mash Potatoes FOR THOSE ¥HO YERE NOT
{s \

‘Buttorcd June Peas
Fresh Country Butter

SEASICK THERE WAS LOTS

; OF TURKEY WITH ! Iy
Pumpkin Pie £ KEY WITH ALL OF
TH

1

TRIMMINGS.

Cigarettes

=3

OT TOO MANY WERE IN-

=

ERESTED 3UT IT YAS

NICE OF THEM TO ASK.
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WHILE THE 13TH SPECIAL WA
BEING FORMED AT CAM
THE USS CABOT WAS
READIED FOR
COM‘ISSIONE!
ON NOV. 23, 1
ROXIMATELY A
13TH SPECIAL LEFT
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THE U,S.
FROM SAN DIEGO AND SAILED TO
PEARL HARBOR. AFTER THE CABOT
TRANSPORTED OUR MEN, THE LADY
WAS NEVER RAVING A
....... N THE PACIFIC.
IN JAN. l9k E JOINED TASK

SH
FORCE 55 TO BEGIN A COKNSISTENT-
ITV

FAR AWAY,

F SERVICE THAT
WAS TO WIN EER THE PRESIDENTIAL
UNIT CITATION. SHE PLAYED A MOST
PROMINENT ROLE IN THE INVASIONS
OF THE MARSHALLS AND MARIANAS,
HER PLANES LAUNCHED IN AIR STRIKES
THAT CRIPPLED THE JAPS. SHE WAS
AT GUAM WHEN THEE 13TH SPECIAL VA
THERE, LEAVING THE MARIANAS ON
AUG. 9, 1944, A VERY LONG LIST OF
CRUCIAL ATTACKS IR VARIOUS ISLANDS.
TWO KAMAKAZE CRASHES ONTO HER DECK
DID NOT STOP EER POYERFUL DEFENSE.
AFTER THE WAR THE CABOT WENT BACK
TO GUAM TO TRANSPORT MEK AWAITING
A "RIDE HOME" AND ARRIVED BACK AT
SAN DIEGO ON NOV. 9, 1945, WITH
NINE (Q) BATTLE STARS.
SO THIS LADY WAS "NEVER TOO FAR
AVAY" FROM THE 13TH SPECIAL.
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USS GENERAL SQUIEZR AP 130

SZCOND HALF OF THE BATTALICN

5 LEFT PORT HUZNEME BY TROOP TRAIN TO SAN FRANCISCO AND BOARDED THE
ERAL G O SQUIER AND LEFT THE STATE
R THE

GENE S ON CHRISTMAS DAY, DEC. 25, 1943. THE SHIP ARRIVED AT

PEARL, HARBOR ON JAN. 1, 1944 AND THE MZN ¥ENT ON TO AISA HEIGHTS TO JOIN THEIR MATES.

THE GENERAL G O SQUIER ¥AS COMMISSIONED ON OCTOBER 2, 1943, SHE MADE FOUR ROUND-TRIP TROOP-CARRYING TRIPS
TO THE PACIFIC,. HER FIRST TRIP ¥YAS TO PZARL HAREBOR CARRVIXG THE SECOND ECHELON OF THE 13TH SPECIAL.

SHE ALSO TRANSPORTED ¥EN TO JUADALCANAL, WALLIS ISLAND, SiM0A, NOUMEA AND MILNE B3AY.

AFTER HER 4TH ROUND TRIP SHE HEADED FOR THE EA AST, ASRIVING AT NORFOLK, VIRGINIA ON 6-2-4LL.

ON. JULY 1, 1964 TBEE SQUIEZR LEFT FOR ITALY WITH 3300 TROOPS AND DEB:ARKED THEM AT NAPLES, ITALY.

SEE THEN JOINED TASK FORCE 37 FOR OPERATION "DRAGOON", THE %HFHIEIGUS INVASION OF SOUTHERN FEANCE.
ARRIVING CFF CAP CAMARAT OF AUG. 15, !94#, SHE DEBARKED TROOPS IXTO WAITING LCT'), WHICH PUT THEEM
ASHORE FOR ANOTHER DEADLY PRONG THRUST EPLY INTO HITLER'S "HEARTLAND". THE NEXT DAY SHE HEADED FOR
ORAN TO BRING NEARLY 3000 TROOPS BACK TO THE CAP CAMARAT BEACHHEAD .

THE GENERAL SQUIER RETUZNED TO NEY YORX QN SEPT 26, 1944 WITH CASUALITIES AND PRISIQNERS OF WAR,
EMBARKED AT NAPLES, SHE MADE 16 MOBE "MAGIC CARPET" VOYAGES, BRINGING OUR MEN HOME, FROM THE FAR EAST
AND EUROPE. THE GENERAL G 0 SSUIRE WAS AWARDED ON= BATTLE STAR FOR EER VWORLD WAR II SERVICE.
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USS GENERAL SGUIER AP 130

33 CN LEFT PORT HUSNEME BY TROOP TRAIN TO SAN FRANCISCO AND EQARDED THE
0 SQUIER AND LEFT THBE STATES ON CHRISTMAS D2 DEC. 25, 1943. THE SHIP
T

S
ENERAL G ¥, AGE
PEARL HARBOR ON JaAN. 1, 1944 AND THE MZN ¥ENT ON TO AIZSA HEIGHTS TQ JOIN THEIR MATES,
THE GENERAL G O SQUIER ¥AS COMMISSIONED ON OCTOBER 2, 1943. SHE MADE FOUR ROUND-TRIP
tRY

FIC. HER FIRST TRIP ¥AS TO PZARL HAREOR CARRVING THE SECOND ECHELON OF °
RANSPORTED ¥&EN TO JUADALCANAL, WALLIS ISLAND, SAMOA, NOUMEA AND MILNE B3AY.

AFTER HER LTH ROUND TRIP SHE HEADED FOR THE EZAST COAST, ASRIVING AT NORFOLK, VIRGINIA OW 6-2-L4Li.
N JULY 1, 194L THE SOUTER LEFT FCE ITALY VITH 3500 TROOPS AND DEBARKED THEM AT NAPLES, ITALY,
SEE THEN JQINED B OPERATION "DRAGOON", THE PHIBIOUS INVASION OF SOUTHERN FEANCE.

D- TASK FORCE 87 FOR i E

ARFIVING CFF CAP CAMARAT ON AUG. 15, t9LL, SHE DEBARKED TROOPS INTO WAITING LCT‘S, WHICH PUT THEM
ASHORE FOR ANOTHER ADLY PRONG THRUST DEZEPLY INTO HITLER'S "HEARTLAND". THE NEXT DAY SHE HEADED FOR
ORAN TQO ERING HNEARL 3000 TROOPS BACK TO THE CAP CAMARAT BEACHHEAD .

THE GENERAL SGQUIER RETUZNED TQ NEY YORX QN SEPT 26, 1944 ¥ITH CASUALITIES AND PRISIQNERS OF WAR,
EMBARKED AT NAPLES HE MADE 16 MOBE "MAGIC CARPET" VOYAGES, BRINGING OUR MEN HOFS, FROM THE FAR EAST
AND EUROPE. THE G RAL G 0 SGQUIRE WAS AVWARDED ON: BATTLE STAR FOR EER WORLD WAR II SERVICE.
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7%?2- /1 gz
FEELINGS.....HAWAII

AFTER GOINRG THROUGH BOOT CAMP AND ADVANCED TRAINIKG, VE
HAD THE FEZELIEG OF BEING A STRONG UNIT. READY TO DO A JOB,
WE DID KOT LIKE HANGING AROUND. EVERONE WANTED TO BE
MOVIEG FORVARD SO ¥E WERE HAPPY TO BE HEADED FOR HAWAII,
APPROXIMATELY EALF OF THE BATTALION LEFT PORT HUENEME BY
TROOP TRAIN FOR SAN DIEGO. THE SHADES WERE DRAWN ALL THE
WAY, SC WE DIDN'T SEE ANYTHING. WE BOARDED THE USS CABOT,
A CORVERTED AIRCERAFT CARRIER, AND SHIPPED OUT. WE W ON
OUR %A&Y.....THE DATE WAS FNOV. 22 OR 23, 1943.

THE OCEAN WAS ROUGH AND MANY OF THE MEN HAD NEVER EBEEN ON
A REAL SHIP BEFORE. SO THE UNEXPECTED SEASICKNESS WAS NOT
£ PLEASANT EXPERIERCE. OF THE 5000 MEN ABOARD, 3000 WERE
SEASICK,

WHEN THARKSGIVING DIKNER WAS SERVED NOT TOO MARY ¥WERE AT
ALL INTERESTED IN "TURKEY", BUT I CAN'T REMEMBER ARY COM-
PLAINTS, EXCEPT "I WISH I WERE DEAD",

AS MUCH AS WE WANTZD TO MOVE ALONG, THERE WAS A PROBLEM,

. IT SEEMS THAT THE FURTHER WE WENT FROM HOME THE STRONGER
THE "TIES OF HOME" BECAME. IT WAS LIKE A RUBBER BAND; THE
MORE DISTANCE, THE TIGHTER IT PULLED. (AFTER 12,000 MILES
AND 2 YEARS TIME SOME OF THE RUBBER B:NDS STARTED TO WEAR
THIN, CAUSING SOME TO SAY "I WANT TO GO HOME", THE MORE AD-
VANCED IN AGE, THE SOONER IT WOULD HAFPEN. SOME OF THE MEN
WERE WELL INTO TEEIR 60's, AND GOOD AND TOUGH..STILL WORK-
ING 12 HRS. 4 DAY..7 DAYS A WEEK. SO ALL OF THIS WAS MUCH
LATER.)

NOW WE WERE DOUBLY HAPPY TO LAND OF HAWAITeeeveeooes

IT WAS A BZAUTIFUL ISLAND WITH LOVELY PEOPLE. NEVER STOPPED
BEING AMAZED BY THE PRETTY GIRLS THAT RESULTZD FROM THE
MELTING FOT OF NATIONALITIES.

/%.?v_ Lef/z,

WE DID GET TO SEE THE COUNTRYSIDE, BEFORE THE TOURISTS, AND
THE ENSUING CORCRETE JUNGLE. IT WAS LIKE GETTIKG THERE

RIGHT AFTER "FLETCHER CHRISTIAN" ARD "CAPTAIN BLIGH".

THE FLORA AND FAUNA OF WAIKIKI WAS LIKE A TROPICAL PARADISE.
THE BEACH HOWEVER WAS A DISAPPOINTVENT FOR ME, EAVING BEEN
USED TO THE VAST WHITE SAND OF THE SHORES OF NEW JERSEY,
WAIKIKI'S BEACH HAD JUST A LITTLE BIT OF SAND AND & LOT OF
LAVA ROCK.

I HAD MY PICTURE TAKEN AT A COIN OPERATED MACHINE. ONE OF MY
BUDDIES, HERRY GUTIN, FOUND A "LITTLE GRASS SHACK" FOR HIS.

WHEN WE SAW THE BATTLESHIP ARIZONA STICKING UP OUT OF THE
WATER, WE KNEW WHY WE WERE THERE.

IT WAS THE START OF OUR WAR EFFORT......

FROM THEN ON, WE WOULD RATHER BE WORKING THAN PLAYING.

HAWAII WAS ALWAYS A PLEASURE BUT WHEN IT CAME TIME TO MOVE
FORWARD, WE WERE HAPPY AND ANXIOUS TO GO.

STANDING ON THE BOW OF A SHIP LOOKING FOR NEW ISLANDS WAS A
REAL THRILL.

ONE OUTSTANDING SPECTACLE VWAS THE SUNSETS AT SEA.....OUT
THERE IT IS A 360 DEGREE EVENT. AS THE COLOR KEEPS CHANG-
ING ALL AROUND YOU, THE ONLY WAY TO SEE IT ALL, IS TO KEEP
TURNING AROUKD IN A CIRCLE.

YOU THINK TEAT IT CAN'T GET ANY BETTER OR PRETTIER......
BUT IT DOES....DAY AFTER DAY.

HAWAII IS A PLACE THAT WE ALL VWOULD LIXE TO COME BACK TO....

Sress s reee

CHARLES L. MURRAY
COo. A
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AIEA.....OAHU, HAJAIT

THE GOOD SHIP CABOT DRODPED US AT PEZARL uARZ0R, Ao 27 43

THEIN 778 WERE TRUCKED TO AIEA NAVAL BARRACKS WHERE UZ
WERE GQUARTERED IN TENTS WITH WOODEN FLCORS.
APPROXIMATELY 6 OR 8 MEN TO A UNIT.

THERE ¥AS ROOM FOR ONLY ABOUT 500 MEN, SO THERI WOULD
NOT EAVE BZEN ZNOUGH ROOM FOR THE WHOLE 3ATTALION.

THIS AREA WAS AT THE FOOT OF A MOUNTAIN THAT HELD THE
CLOUDS BACK, UNTIL THEY DROPPED THEIR MOISTURE AND
LIGHTENED ENOUGH TO RISE OVER THE TOP.

ONCE THIS CAUSED IT TO RAIN FOR 14 DAYS WITHOUT STOP-
PING, EVERYTHING WE QWNED WAS SOAKING TET AND MUDDY.

THERE ¥AS A SMALL TOWN NEARSY CALLED AIEA....ABOUT 2
MILES LARGE. IT HAD A SMALL CHURZCH AND ABOUT 20 HOUSES
SPEEAD ABOUT. THEY 7ERE ALL NATIVE HAWALIANS.

- THERE WAS A SMALL STORE WHERE 7S BOUGHT CANS OF PINE-
APPLE JUICE, AND DRAYK IT UNTIL IT RAN OUT OF OUR EARS.
THT PINTAPPLZ FIZLDS CAME RIGHT UP TO TUT BARRACKS.

AIZA JAS A30UT 5 MILES FROM PEARL HARBOR, WHERE E
LOSDED AYD ULOADED SHIPS. SOME OF THS MEN WZRE BUSY
CONSTRUCTING QUONSET HUTS UP NN RED HILL.

7S TRAVEILED 3BACX AND FORTH BV TRUCK. OUR MOTOR PCOL
MEN ALSO WORKED AS STEVEDORES. I GUESS IVIRYONE DID,

YE YERT COF THI SCHEDULE THAT JOULD COITINUE UNTIL LATE
1945.....5ZVEN DAYS A WEEK.....TYELVE HOURS A DAY.

(I JULY CR AUGUST , 1945, IT VENT TO SIX DAYS AND TISLVE
HOUSRS i1 DAY FOR SOME OF THE MEM,)

WE HAD TQ BUTILD A LARGE CAMP FOR THE TEST OF OUTFIT T
IRCQUOIS POINT, "iHEN THE REST CF THE BAIZTALICN ARRIVZD,
THEY XSPFT THE SAME SCHEDULZ OfF HOURS. NO OME ZVIR Col-
PLAINED OF LACK CF “OGK.
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IRO2UOIS POINT 7age /42

I CAN REMEMEZER RIDING A BUS THROUGH BICKAM FIELD, THEN
TEKING A NAVY LONG BOAT ACROSS SOME WATER TEEN GETTING
ANOTHER BUS TO GO TO HONOLULU.

= TABOO DURING WAR TIME SO WJE NEVER KNEW WHERE
WE WERE. ALSC FORBIDDER WERE RADIOS AND CAMERAS. ENEMY
SUBS TUKED IN ON RADIOS ON &4 SHIP, AND SLIPPED YOU A
WFISH",

r ™ o ——
MAPS WERE

IROQUOIS POINT WiS MOSTLY FOR LOADING LST'S AND IKVASION
SHIPS. WE LOADED BOATS FOR THE MARSHALL ISLAND BZACHHEAD.
SOME OF OUR MEN WENT WITH THE¥ TO UXLOAD,

A LOT OF MEN VOLUNTEERED....SO MANY WANTED TO GO, THERE
JUST WASH'T ENCUGH ROOM MANY OF US WERE DISAPPOINTED....
WANTING TO SEE SOME "ACTION".

I VENTIONED THAT THE REASON HY WHOLE OUTFIT DID NOT SHIP
OVER TO PEARL HARBOR TOGETHER WAS BECAUSE TEERE ¥AS KOT
ENOUGH LIVIKRG QUARTERS. WHEN WE WEKT TO IROQUOIS PT.,

THE BULLDOZERS LEVELED THE TREES AND FIELDS AS FAR AS THE
EYE COULD SEE, AND CLEARED IT TO THE GROUND. WHEN IT RAINED
THE MUD WAS 6 FEET DEEP. WOODEN SIDEWALXS BETWEEN THE HUTS
WERZ MADE, SO %E DIDN'T LOSE TOC MANY MEN,

ONE FELLOW WAS UP TO HIS WAIST IN MUD SO I TRIED TO PULL
HIM OUT. I DIDN'T KNOW THAT HE WAS RIDING A HORSE,

IN OUR SPARE TIME WE WOULD GET SOME SHOVELS AND TZKE A LONG
RIDE OX OUR TRUCKS, ACROSS THE ISLAND TO A NICE SANDY BEACH.
WE WOULD TAKE A QUICK SWIM, PICK UP SOME SEA SHELLS AKD FILL
TEE TRUCK WITE SAND, WHICH WE BROUGHT BACK WITH US AND SPREAD
IT OVER THE MUD. IN TIME WE COVERED OUR WHOLE AREA AND THENW
IT BECAME LIVABLE,

DON'T KNOW WHERE THE BEACH WAS, BUT IT TOOX HALF AN EOUR TO
EACH IT. THE ROAD WAS FAIRLY DECENT.

WE HAD THE BEST EXPERT CRAFTSMEN IN ALL FIELDS. WE HAD A VERY
BEAUTIFUL MESS HALL...WHICH I REMEMBER WELL. I MANAGED TO GET
THE SAME SEAT EVERY DAY......I RAN ALL THE WAY.

Fage2g &

MY OUTFIT WAS MADE UP OF MEN FROM EVERY STATE IN THE
UNION....SO WE HAD A GOOD MIX. IT WAS ALSO A GOOD EX-
PERIENCE TO GET TO KNOW PEOPLE WITH DIFFERENT BACK-
GROUNDS THAN OUR OYN. ALL OF TEE MEN HUNG IN THERE TO-
GETHER, AND HELPED ONE ANOTHER.

BUT I MUST SAY THAT THE "“SOUTEHERN BOYS" WERE VERY FUNNY.
THEY HAD A KNACK FOR TELLING JOKES THAT KEPT US LAUGHIRG
FOR THE DURATION OF THE WAR.

THERE WERE NIGHTS AT IROQUOIS PT. WHEN WE WERE READY TO
GO TO SLEEP AND THE GOOD OLE BOYS WOULD START CRACKING
JOKES. THERE WERE AT LEAST 10 DOUELE BUNKS ON EACH SIDE
OF THE QUONSET HUT (40 MEN). SOMEONE ON THE OTHER SIDE
WOULD START IT, THEN SOMEONE ON THIS SIDE WOULD TOP THAT.
BEFORE LONG TEEZ JOKES WOULD BE BOUKCING OFF THE CEILING.
THIS WOULD GO ON FOR AN HOUR OR TWO AND EVERYONE WOULD
HAVE TEARS IN THEIR EYES FROM LAUGHING.

LITTLE BY LITTLE IT WOULD QUIET DOWN AS WE ALL FELL IETO

PEACEFUL SLEEP.

IT SURE HELPED TO KEEP OUR SPIRITS UP........

ss s s s s e e

CHARLES L. MURRAY CO. A
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Kewaio Basin
BOAT RIDES

# 1..1IS PROBABLY IROQUOIS FT
THE 'WHOLE AREA VYENT UNDER TH L
# 2..THAT 3IG FIEZLD LOOK3 LIXE OQUR
CAMP ARETA, ALL THE GREENERY WAS BULL-
DOZED OFF MAKING IT A SEA OF HUD.

# 3, ,THT BEACHES ON THE OTHER SIDE OF
THT ISLAND WHERE ¥E ¥ENT FOR TRUCK-

p= 23

LOADS OF SAND.
# L..YHEN Y8 JENT ON "LIBERTY" TO HON-
OLULU A TRUCK TOOX US HFERE, WHERE WZ
GOT ON A SMALL BOAT AND CROSSED TO
# 5.. YHERE WE GOT A BUS ACROSS HICKAM
FIELD TO TONN ABQUT S5 MILES AWAY.
OUR HUTS WERE IN A STRAIGHT LINZ, NO
RANDOM AS THOSE IN THE PHOTO. NO TPE
SHRUBS OF BUILDINGS AT THAT TIME.
A LOT OF GUESS"OFK GOES INTQ THIS PHOTO
SO DON'T "2 UOTE" ME.

CHAFLES L. MUPRAY CO. A
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THE 13TH SPECIAL BATTALION.....1943
BACK ROW...LEFT TO RIGHT FRONT ROW...LEFT TO.RIGHT
2 o¥.0. Mc DONALD, M.E. 1...ENS. MARKEY, F.XK.
2...ENs. ADaMs, D.S. 2...LIEUT. CARSON, A.B.
3...LT.(JG) HENDERSON, C.C. 3o LTo(JC) SHILE, "J.B.
k. ..ENS. PETERS, E.J. 4...LT.(JG) WILLETT, R.F.
e vs W0, VANCE, R.A. Sens Wells MAYER, M.L.
6...%.0. Mc CARTY, F.L. 6a0.W.0. LAUREN, J.E.
7...ENs. ROSENVINCE, #.H. 7...ENS, SVERTESKY, R.J.
B, W04 LETZRING, W.Z. 8...LT.(JG) ROTH, M.E,
9...LT.(JG) WATKINS, E.W. 9...W.0. JoIa, A
0...LT.(JG) DAVIS, C.L. 10...LT.(JG) TAYLOR, E.C.
1...LT.(JG) BERGSTROM, M.E. 11...LT.(JG) WOOD, W.H.
2...ENs. PRICE, A.M. JR. 12...LT.(JG) SCHMEICHEL, R.
5+« ENS, JENKS, c.7. JR. 13...7.0. HAGLIND, N.T.
4. ..ENS. STEWART, J.W. 14...%.0. Mc NAMEE, E.M.
15...LT.(JG) O'NEIL, J.H.
16...W.0. O'BRIZN, D.J.

STANDING IN FRONT

ees+.COMMANDER FITZ GERALD, Y.H.

Mm!_ Z‘Mlﬂld/’lié Z(/A%&”Jﬂ /&24&&. AJ/{Z&?VL/ /ac?&z.ﬂ %Zz&éd/
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I3TH. SPECIAL ~ BATTALION

F‘T ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT: LT(JG) J.J.CASHMAN , LT(JG)C.CHENDERSON, LT(JG)J.O NEIL, LT A.B.CARSON , COMDR.W.H. FITZ GERALD.
LT.(JG)H.D.BROADHEAD , LT. COMDR H.A.BARTHOLOMEW, LT. M.E.ROTH , LTI/GE.W.WATKNS , LT.(JG)M.E.BENGSTROM.

.\

DLE ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT : LT{JGW.H.WOOD , ENS.R.J.SVERTESKY, ENS E.JPETERS JR, ENS.D.S.ADAMS, ENS.C W.JENKS JR ,ENS.JW.STEWART .
ENS.AMPRICE (R, LT.(JGP.F. ROOS, LT(GIC.L.DA/IS JR, ENS.F.X.MARKEY , LT.0JG) E.C TAYLOR.
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ASIDE FROM VISITING THE SICK, WRITING FOR THE "CARGO CABLE", AND SERVICING MEN OF ALL FAITHS, THE CHAPLAIN 1

WILS ONE BUSY OFFICZR...ON CALL AROUND TEE CLOCK...DAY AND NIGHT...7 DAYS A VEEX.

WHEN MY GRANDMOTHER PASSED A%AY, WHILE I WAS OVERSEAS, IT JAS HE WHO CAME TO ME WITH THIS SAD NEWS AND }

STAYED TO CONSOLE ME.

HE JAS THE LIAISON OFFICER 3ETWEEN THZ MEN AND THE COMPANY CO'S AND EXECUTIVE CFFICEF
AN EMERGENCY LEAVE, IT WAS THZ CHAPLAIN EE ASKZD....THE CHAPLAIN ¥QULD DECIDE IF THE
GRANTZD AND TAKE IT FROM THZRE AND GET THE JOB DONE.

-
=]
pat

IF A MAN REQUESTED

WHEN THE MEN GOT HOMESICKX, HE WOULD LISTEN AND TALK...HE KNZW HOW TO COMFOET AND BRING A SMILE. HE WORE A

SMALL GOLD CROSS Ol HIS LAPE
AND WALKED AMONG US ALWAYS CH

?Z, FOR EVSRYTHING!!!!!! RICHARD T, LUDWIG HDGTRS.

L

lr ] -
‘:
C:
e
U]
o
=

COMPANY

3UT IT MATTERED lIONE WHAT YOUR RELIGICN 7AS, HZ COULD MAKE ANYONE LAUGE

ELT GOOD AS HE PASSED YOUR WAY. EVERYEQODY WENT TO THE CHAPLAIN
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/ VoL E- N3 L 13TH SPECIARL N.C. BATTALION - FPO SAN FRANCISCO CHLIF., 5 FEB. 1944
Z@WL d/,c;,c-zwé ) '

' WCARGO CABLE" ¢ £
Publisher. . + Comdr. i!. H. FITZ GERALD
Editor . . . . . Cheplein R. Schreichel iz
IL:am?.gins; Zditor. + « « o Chief Hillseth
1 STLFF ;

[AT£iSt « o« o o « + » o « Lo L. McFadden : ’
Rewsvriter o oo o ¢ o o4 s By C, linck BY THE MATES
Tyoists & o o = ¢ o o » Personnel Staffl : ; > - R e B N A

| VoL 1 Ho3

FoRTHE mATeS

-l ‘ : -y , 1 MAR 1944

*"Car-0 Cable is tne official publica-

tion of the 153th Special . C. 3atta-- y B ] ko \
13 mhlisk he 1 d 15th of K‘C,Q\ * r\.-\\“
lion, publisked on the lst and 15th o g e, . ) [ % o, .
. : oy r S . - L4
every month. Contributions of all kinds ﬂ‘_/ . SoERCT ~ A
from members of our Battalion, ‘ere sol-

jcited end welcone. : i _-'»_',.".5 ‘ !? A §ﬁ{’%@) f}-l?n.‘
P2l F Mumadt . | 428 §
s b ey TR AR - ?“h—g 7 it ot ; Z’h.\_“\-

”* Prul F. Lunét;. Sle, ~Co.;'C, [ wesun-N'*
nounced the vinner of the ~"U NAME ME“!..
contest. His* suggestions were helpful .-

eie reried, Vil b A Bene tesied. | @}9 BY JHE MATES ~ JOR THE MA 765

..... v

{7 PERUNENT EARLY CHOW PASS D, .W% . !

b, X AF !
N

.- , 4 v~ [ I ™ > .
° Cume cnd get it, Prul! Meny eppropii-. =y { : VOL. 1, ’)s Y. 13th SPECIAL N. C. BATTALICN, FPO, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF, 1 Mey 1944
tts nones sere riceived exnd the boerd, 4 i - == : - o e
consisting of 13- judges, Spent. several ? %is» dog QKQ\L&L‘

‘hours ¢elibersting ' bofore the vote teas ™’ s, :

Fukoy, " TS &g xR

PRt s

Sy PNy, epl g RN R Fanks

BY IIEE MATES,

: vig Y RSNy A £y !
AN 3 % o
- : e . & R e e o :
/é‘;"!‘éz— :<L '7ZC’Z_L 5 ﬂ-’x_ C»M.aa[/ r22eed) --"t‘i”’.“?j""’{";'/ﬁ‘.".-"-"f;?f""-;‘i:.-"‘.'--"s'}'.'i’v:ﬁap 7*}?@’ )@ﬂ? 47[2? 5 £
g o Cuble sne o w. Bpinat. | Uil DO (AIES

; T VOL. 1, NO. §. 15TH SFECIAL N. C. BATTALION, FFO, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 15 LAY 1944
Z:*/.‘?[dfc,bj 04-71;1_4464 —:2"/54_ 7/2'.:4,'/.%(,;»,0. o ’ : < B - 300y SaLly 15_ I..AIl
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THE THIRTEENTE SPZCIAL N.C. BATTALIOH
'Twas & warm day in Augsuss

In the year of Forty Thraa,

That the 13th wes formad,

And became Stevedor:z Scebase.

Now this was back in Pcary,

Where most Scabees er=s made

And started on their missions

With their complement of Gold Braid.

They Loaded snd unloadcd boats

Morning, night, and day,

Until they thouzht that they would drop
From exhzustion, by thes way.

After seversl weeks of trzinins,
The Skipper gave dGormands,
"Pack your begs and belongings,
We-are off to other lands."™

The crew were very heppy

They showed it by word of mouth,

But instead of "G& West, yuurgmrm ™
The Battelion heeded South.

They lended down South in Hollydasy
In Gulfport by the Sca.

And thecre to learn a Navy trzds
To become a "Special Sezbee.'

After severcl weoks of this ond that
They =mere told they'é be geiag fer,
But thecy ended up in Rousseru

Near the homes of the Movie Ster.

This time they found that liberty,
Was the best they'd ever scen.
Because the erews could hob-nch,
7ith the Sters of the Silver Scrcen.

But all good thirgs =s we ell kiow
Con never, never, lost.

Agein the Skipper geve his orders,
But this time tisd them to the mest.

They seiled awey by trensnort
From the good old U. S. shores.
To some fzr off 1slcnd,

To start their Victory Chores.

S0, On to Victory, Boys from hers

Ho mattcr where me reen.

Until thet good old Vietory Lcy

#hen the Thirteenth Speciel goes home.

W. T. Raples, S¥2c

' _’Rccreatton

Sports And (%

e T
THE NEUTRAL COENER 5
By Joe LelugEs v

s
\_.:

ROM rJJH]iZ’{

—

08CH) _F]f‘

.f

5

/{'ns yery:gratifyling,® “Over  forty

Seabees
9n Action

BIG SHOW WILL BE H}EVE';%LDB
7

EXFIAN - m:srC( ’

“PUBLICITY FOR I3+ .5,055\

4 group pictnra of cur last blmod dono-'
‘or -group- was teken and pub].ished in a:
nearby daily peper.

/(32 SPRELI DONATES BLOO S
On Wednesday 3 Mzy, a aecond group
from the 13th Special ' made a deposlt at
"the blaad bank. Conpsny A was really cn
sthe Ball this time, as 17 of the 27
:donsrs were Lt. (jg) Bsrgstrom's men.
.Qver 40 men from Company A-bad.signed up
‘wut, ewing te last minute -stevedore op-
‘egatisng; 23 wers unable to go, and many
- of the boys were obliged to miss their
beauty rap in erder to be present.

% ’ I.I?ESLVERS
"1 'l'ha reaponse to the: blood “donor appeal ]

..-Tvq; -fet

mmg . vs ?fﬂ;

men
~have - expressed-a-desira to save-a 1ife,
apd on the 26 April, ths following men |
gave their donation of good Seabee blood i
Chief Sperks; J. Flanagen, SK2c¢; G. Cop~
ella, §le; I. Waehnar, Slc; H. Tudwig,
§2c; K. McNalght, SSH(B)3c; W. !.!cC&rtnsy
_SCle; C, Foster, Sle; T. Stanfield, SK2c
l'. c. Mack, Slc; ‘E. Donnell, SK2c; Sam
Phililps, Gox° H. Golden, Slc; W. Tuka-
wecki, Sle; "Ad. leichtling, Sle; -’ W. Ju-
“1ién, CMle; E, Hill, Slec; T. Meglis, Szc}
F, Gabli, CuM2e; G. Clark, Stic. ; \
On tha following Wednesday, another
group of 20 mea will'go to the bhlood
bank and meke a deposit, If theve aro
more men who wish .to make up a.natharl_
group, & third party will be arra.nged_.!_;-_ v

["H. D. GOLLEM, Slc, Hsndquerters Cl-;rk\

made kis eleventh donation to tho
iblond bank. Eleven piats of b cd 2e)
1seve alnven lives, FHeow meny ofus's
idoenated CUEET Thy not loin
jEns doy SO0 you moy necd
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1.1_1 April, 19hh C.3GC CARIE ~ Yape 15
tmomnoyoce < :
We wish to extend beloted birthdey LN E no3e S (For THe Scaarmoon) : Vg BY M.AC
ed his 47th birthdey on 16 lmrch. Alse J : -
we extend conmrotulotions en his 20th
_City, where he mkes his honme.. with . his..
wife, Lorcttic, end 13-ysar old deughter,
gvnideble error, cnd "Batt Foxt is only
ton gled to moke this correction. lonty
ecad he iS5 @ bBeIly gunner on & Liberctor
Eorter somewhere in the South West Pee-
war 2 to give his son a2 h-'_'lping1 hand.
Wwe &ll hope this fighting father cnd son

> REMEMBER ?
wetding tnniverscry, which wes celebroted : 2
Joon, The omission™ of his meme—inm the
clso hes e 19-year old son, who has been
ifie. Mcnty, who'is & veteruan of World
| combination may scon have & hnpp% meet-

grsetines to Chici lontoux, who celebrct-) b el §
ox 12 N:rch., leaty wos bora in New York : ‘ $ Qur "AREA"
last issue of OCARCO CAELE® w&S & n un-
in the US ATTy Air Force for over & yeor
[ Wer #1, enlisted on 29 April 1943 in wWorld
ing ®sozevhers in the Pacifie."

lrs. Cherles Sheridan, 5L7 Wein St.,

Stonsham, Mass., writes; *Cargo Cable is:
one of the most entertaining magezines T -
have had the pleasure of reeding. I very
often cut articles frem it to send to my -

:"‘;S.ban@ gﬁd .'ion who ere 'in the service. - L - . SR TEAVEHER RS =

‘&Y sony Charles Sheridaen,, Sle, is t Wi - : e g i S 4 5 3
13th Speciel, and . his brother Robeh:l't l;: ’ ‘ E AR W T Tt T i
abcard a destroyer, scmewhere -in the
South Pacifice Charlie's "father joined
the Seabees in llove 1943, . and 3is now
stetioned in Jacksonville, Florida.

T~ - @

Plet. 2,is our "Leap Year.Baby of 1908."
He is 36 yesrs old, msrried,- and lives
in Richmond Eill, N. Y. He -is five feet
ten end three quarters, inches tall,
weighs 136 1lbs. end hes blue eyes end
bromn hair. Gene was borm on 29 Feb.
1908 and is our only man born on 29 Feb,. ./

|/E.us-:nr.-. Welter. Ibernéthy, S2c¢, Co. A, "

i)
L

“ Tz Area, Bs It L;zaue;‘ﬁn frric !5_,#9"!’-‘1;

boys Thomzs Henry and Williem Jokn were

Ve have one set of twins. The "i’.’and_er) ;
born ‘Feb. 3, 1926 et Richmond Hill, N.¥+ /. -

b x s e el N ke e )

e BpaBnes W S s Firsio: 1 58
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Pzgo 6 CiEG0 CaBLT 1 Zpril 1944
fﬂr‘fn\JRJ_,}) (FoR THE SCRAPBOCK) BY MA : .’Rcm;mb Sorrt ' '
o ME M BER 22 ‘ £ 7 B g ;

Tng

* ; ’ ]
QOua Warcay Woanies Ano Waswing

n::-uis %

W»smnq Macne ~ :
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SATURDAY - U.5.5. CAMBRIA (AP4-36)
11 Merch, 1944 o
PLAN OF THE DAY =&l
Sunrise 0655 EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S MORNING CORDERS
Sunset 1843

UNIFORM OF THE DAY:

Officers and C.P,.0. - Khaki or grey working uniform, without
neckties, with lifebelts.

Crew - CILEAN dungarees, white hets, with lifebelts.

Troops and Seabees - Green fatigue or CLEAN dungarees, with
lifebelts.

Note: A complete uniform cust be worn et meals, Men

entering mess deck with shorts or witheut shirts will

not be served.

DAILY AND SPECIAL ROUTINE:
Follow daily routine (it Sea) as per Ship's Memoranduno No,7.

0540 - Call all hands.

0555 General Quarters - dawm alsart

0655 - Sunrise - 3ecure from General Quarters,
1000 - Ceptains inspection.

1300 - EHoliday routine,
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WEST LOCKX..FEARL HARBOR...MAY 21, 1G44

TEE DISASTER AT "WEST LOCK" HAPPENED WHILE I WAS OFF
DUTY AKD SLEEPING IN A QUONSET HUT AT IROQUOIS POINT.
I'WE NEVER HEARD THAT NAME USED BEFORE. EVERY EFFORT
W&5 MADE TO KEEP THE ArFAIR QUIET AND THIS IS THE FIRST
TIME I HAVE

THEY BLEW UP,

HE WAS BLOWN INTO THE WATEZR AND FLOATED AROUND UHTIL A
BOLT CAME BY AND PICKED HIM UP. HE SPENT 6 MONTHS IN A
HCOSPITAL. EE SAID A WELDER'S TORCH SET A FIRE THAT
CAUSED IT.

REA, BUT

HALF OF MY OUTFIT WAS LOADING SOMEWHERE IN THE A
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