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WE ARE THE AIRFI ELD MAKERS. 

WE KNOW WHAT SWEATING MEANS; 

WE ARE THE MOVERS AND SHAKERS 

OF THE EARTH- FOREVER, IT SEEMS. 

1 D THIS BOOK IS THE PROPERTY OF D 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH U. S. NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTAL!ON 
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FOREWORD 

* 
This volume is essentially the overall story, in log form, of the 87th U. S. Naval Construction Bat­

talion-a hard-working Seabee outfit, which did everything asked and expected of it from the Solo­

mons through war's sudden end on Okinawa. It is, of course, no better or worse than the approxi­

mately 1,300 officers and men who carved out its multiple achievements with their sweat, blood and, at 

times, even tears . 

This trip book has been designed to cover the period between 20 February 1943 and 9 October 

1945-a span of approximately 31 Yz months. Unfortunately, no pictures were taken between 9 Oc­

tober and 7 November when the remaining 361 men finally embarked for the States in +heir twen+y­

seventh month overseas. The photographer and assistants had all gone home. The story of the tour 

h~s been purposely kep+ vague or general so that each man might be free to relate his version of the 

sequence of events as he saw them. 

This publication has been prepared for the men of the 87th, their families and friends and is not 

intended for general publication or circulation. Moreover, the opinions expressed in this volume are 

those of the editors and their staff and are not intended to reflect those of the Navy Department 

or the service at large. 

Every reasonable effort has been made to keep the written portions of this trip book as objec­

tive as possible. And an horiest effort has been exerted throughout to make the book as factually 

accurate as existing facilities for assembling and checking information would permit. 

However, conceived and launched just prior to leaving New Caledonia and fin ished in foxholes and 

amid post-war confusion on Okinawa, the job, a spare-time project until I 2 August 1945, was ac­

complished under just about the worst circumstances imaginable. 

At its best, THE EARTHMOVER could never hope ~o depict the overall impact inflicted on each 

man during the several yea rs spent on these far-flung Pacific islands. b111' the editors herewith su h ­

mit it as a fair resume of the 87th 's role in World War II. 

s 



"""JOHN SHORT HURLEY 

Carponler's Mate, First Class 

Camp Endicott 

22 May 1943 

EDWIN " E" OSTMAN 

Se .. m.sn. Second Class 

Mono Island 

29 October IY4l 

FRIEND HAROLDBYRNE SMITH 

* 

Carpentar's M41e, Firs! Clan 

Stirling Island 

17 Decombar 1943 

EDWARD JOHN BURNS v 

Seaman, Firsi Cl11ss 

Stirling 1.sland 

12 January 1944 

DONALD FRANCIS FITZGERALD ., 

Scaman, Firsl C lass 

Stirling Island 

12 January 1944 

BLAKE DEARL MUSSELMAN 

Seaman, First C lass 

Stirling Island 

12 January 1944 

ARTHUR FRANKLIN NAPPEN 

Seaman. First Class 

Sliding Island 

12 Janu11ry 194'\ 

ROY "A" GOLDBERG v 

Soaman, Second C las; 

Stirling Island 

14 January 1944 

/ LYLE OR ESTUS MARTS 

C11rpen>cr's M~lo. first Cl.us 

SH.ling Island 

27 February 1944 

JOHN FRANCIS PHILLIPS • 

Carpenter's Mato, First C lass 

New Caledonia 

10 Septembe>r 1944 

,/ DALE STREIT ANDERSON 

Carpenter's Mate. Third Clau 
O~inawa 

24 August 1945 
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DEDICATIOn 

This history of one deeply grateful Seabee battalion is dedicated to 

the inspired American, British and Canadian laboratory heroes who won 

for the Allies the fea rful International race for Doomsday with their 

timely invention of THE ATOMIC BOMB-there by enabling us to climb 

out of our Okinawa foxholes; changing the impending invasion of Japan 

from a potentially gory blueprint to a bloodless occupation; saving count-

less thousands of lives; end ing the greatest and most terrible of all wars; 

and hastening our return to normal life many months ahead of general 

expectations. 

This volume is further d edicated to these unsu ng scientists with the 

hope and prayer that this new dimension of military and political puwer 

will somehow free all peoples of the burden of war in The Atomic Age, 

and that the cataclysmic explosions at Hirosh ima and Nagasaka may 

have closed the era of man 's inhumanity to man. 

7 



RICHARD RAY COOK 
COMMANDER, CEC, USNR 

Second Officer in Charge 

Comm.indor Richdfd R. Cook reli•vod Comdr. Robed Edsfcrly as Officer 
in C harge of the 871h N,w4I Co11slryclion 8,1Hal ion at Saipan on 29 
March 1945. He continued in command until 9 September 1945, when ho 
received orders lo return lo the Slates for release Jo inaclivo duly. 

C omdr. Cook was awarded the Logion of Mcril by Fleet Admiral Ches· 
ter W. Nimitz for mer itoriously lead ing lho conslrucllon forces und er hi> 
command to tho early corr.plotion of airfields and installations during lho 
Okinawa c4tnpclign . 

Comdr. took repo rled for act ive duty on 20 Jan uMy 1943 . Ho received 
indoctrination !ra inin g a l Camp All·en and was eventually l ranslerred to 
Camp Peary, Here, he served as Officer in Charge of 0-8 Arca until 
ordered •• Officer in Charge of lhe 991h Batlalion. 

He emba rked fo r lhe Pacific wilh lhe 99t h in O ctob er, 1943, and served 
al Johnson, Ka vai, Hawaii , and the Pa lau Islands. In December, 1944, ho 
was returned lo th~ Stole• for medical ticalment at Duke Unive.,ity Hos· 
pita I. 

Prior to entering World W ar 11, Comdr. Cook had completed 22 hfgh ly 
sutca ssrul years in the competitive construction game. He owned '1nd su~ 
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pcrv;sed two privtltc construction companh~s. spccidtitin9 in oil typos of 
heavy building and eMthmoving. 

Born 6 March 1893, in Westmorela nd County, Pennsylvania, Comdr. 
Cook's first full-lirr.o employment. at lho ago of 10, wa, as a messenger 
boy for Westinghouse Air Brake Co. Ho later worked for Woslin ghouse 
Elcclric Company on hobvy electric railway construction for fou r yeors. f.or 
the ensuing six ye.us, he wds employed as clecttic«l l supervisor with the 
Now York, New Haven and Hartford R11ilway Co. 

In May, 19t7, ho enlisted in lhe Na•y and saw a year of service in 
France dS Electrician's Male, Second Class in Naval Aviation. Discharged 
in January, 1919, he relurned lo his former position for another year. He 
th en moved to Huntington, Wt'st Vir9inia. where: he wotkcd as a general 
highway superintendent for a yur before enlering the construction field 
for himself. 

Comdr. Cook was originally mattied in 1921 and is the father of two 
dau9htcrs. both now in colleqc. He ~ntered into a second rnartidge with 
Miss Lois Champion on 18 January 1945, only a short limo before sailing 
for his second Pacific lour. 



JAmES DOUGLAS 
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER, CEC, USN 

Second Executive Officer-Third Officer in Charge 

li1ul1n1nf Commander Jome• Do11gld1 report..1 lo the 871h Naval Con· 
1trocll0Jt httolion ~ 12 July "4S, reliovin9 LI Comdr. Edward A. Flynn 
11 E•e<utlve Officer. Ht a11umod command u Officer in Charge ""hen 
Comdr. Cook WOI r<lurned lo tho States in September. In October when 
1111 btlfolton recoived ordeu lo lnacflvato, ll . Comdr. Douqtas ..:as "'" 
il9n1d temporary duly •• OinC of the 1121h >eobce.. 

Ho wu awarded the Bron10 Star Modal by Fleet Admiral Chester W , 
Nimit1 for hi1 meritoriou\ so1v1c4t\ du1ln9 ttir Okinc11wci cctmpcliqn . 

Born in Uvoldo, Te.as, on I October 1914, LI . Comdr, Douglas received 
hh olomontory oducotion in th o public school1 of Toxa•. Hi1 Nava l c.>rcor 
1tarled whon he was oppoin tod to tho U, S. Novo I Academy, from tho 
sloto M 1~190, In 1934, Ho graduAlod " with dhlinclion" in 1938, ro ­
colvln9 o 8ocholor o f Science doi;iroo ond ~ commission u .:in ensign in 
the lino. 

He first roporlod for duly oboord tho U. S. S SALT LAKE CITY in 
June, 1918, ond in Docombor of lhot yoor, ho wos tronsforred to tho 
U. S. S. WICHITA, 

In 1'40, Lt . Comdr. Dougloi woi solcctod for tho Novy post·groduolc 
cour11 In C'vll En"inocring ond stnr to Rennoldor Polytechnic Institute, 
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Troy, New Yort Hore, he reu lvod hli B1chelor of Civ;f Engineering de· 
gree in Mdy, 1942. ond hi• Mut~r of C ivil Engineering degree in "pril, 
ml 

Mier graduation from Ronnolaer, Lt. Cotrdr. Douglas reported to Camp 
Bradford, Lllllo Cr¢ok, Virginia, as OinC, B•tlalion " X," and wa1 l•ler 
lran1f'1rtd to Camp Peory, Williamsburg, Virginia, as head of the CPO 
School, 

In December, 19~). ho left tho Slates and reported to the 9th Nov<1I 
Conslruclion Regiment <1t Atlu In tho Alou liani. In February, 1944, ho wa1 
lran1lorrod lo Ada~ wllh lho 6th Roglmonl and in May, 1944, ho wu ap­
pointed Auis lent Disllct Public Worh Officer lhoro. 

LI, Comd r. Dou9 la1 rolurned to th o StM01 in Docombcr, 1944, and a ft er 
tho u1ual loovt, woi 3ulgnod oi Survoy Ollicor on the stall of Com· 
mander Consl •uclion Troopi for the O~inawu operation . He sorved ln 
lhls copocily until lraniforrod to the 17th ~e.beoi. 

LI. Comdr. Dou9la1 married Miu Sa1•h Binol in July, 1941. They h••e 
ono dau9hlor He h a momtior of Chi Phi sociol frotcrnity and Tdv Sci. 
Pi, Siqma Xi and Chi Epillon, honorJry lra tornitiei. 



-----------·---------

ROBERT EASTERLY 
COMMANDER, CEC, USNR 

First Officer in Charge 

Commander Robert Eait•rly was ordered as Officer in Charqe of the 
871h Nava l Construction Battalion on 23 February 1943, at Camp Peary, 
Williamsburq Virqinia . He rema1n~d with the battalion lhrou9h 19 months 
of ovet1eGs duly and was r•lioved I s Officer in Charge by Comdr. Cook 
a t Saipan on 2'I March 1945. 

Upon return to tho States, Comdr. Ea1terly ,..,, designated head of tho 
Administrative Department of the Civil Enqineer Corps Off1cers School 
at Camp Endicott, Oavisvillo, Rhode l1land, where he served until to• 
lease rrom active duly In September, 1945. 

On 18 July 1945, th o Kin9 of tho British Empire . on behalf o f th e New 
Zealand Government mad e Comdr. Easterly an Honorary Officer o l tho 
Mllllary Division of' lho Brltlsh Empire for his services as Officor in 
ChM9• of the 871h Seabeos when lho unit was opera lin9 with Now Zooland 
forcos in tho Treasuries in 1943.44, 

Comdr. Easterly report ed to lho Bureau of Yards and Docks for active 
duty in tho U. S. Naval Rosorvo on 11 November 1940. On 23 Novombor 
1940 he was transferred lo Minnoapolh, Minn esota, where ho served on Iha 
sta ff of the Resident Inspec tor of Naval Materials a. Oflicer in Char9e ol 
Construction, supervising bulldln9 focllitios '11 lhe Northern Pump Com• 
pany. 

10 

Comdr. Ea:terly ,.as born in Rochester, New York, on 21 September 
1'°5. He gradudled from East Hiqh School, Rochtster. Now York, in 
192J. He lheo entertd Union Collo9e, Schenectady, New York, •nd for 
three years tool Civil Engin .. ring . 

In 1927, he lransforrod to tho Cotl•<J• of Civil En9inoerln9, Univorsil)' 
of Michiqan, and qraduatod in 1929 W•fh the de9ree of hchelor of Set· 
encc in Civil Enqinoering. 

While in collo9e , ho was a momber of the Phi Gamma Colla socla l 
fraternity, •s well os tho American Society of Civil Engineers and th o 
Web b and Flange Society, both honorary senior civil ong inoer sociotlos. 
Comdr. Easlorly married in 1930. 

From grad uation in 1929 until 1938, Comdr. Easterly was employed by 
the Detroit Edison Companr, and assigned lo chacking and do1i9nin9 
slruclural steel for power pants, boiler houses and ofhor typei of con· 
st ruction. 

He then accepted • posi tion with the Strand Steel Corporotion In t9l8 
and worked there as Assistant Chief Engineer until he was callod to oc· 
live duly in the Nav~I Reserve. 



EDWARD ALBERT FLYnn 
LIEUTENANT CO MMANDER, C EC, USNR 

First Execut ive O fficer 

litultn•nl Comm1nder Edw1td A. Flynn repotled to the 87th Nav1I 
Consltuct:on B•llal:on •s heculive Oflicet on 21 Februa1y IV4l al C1mp 
'urr. Wllll•m1bur9. Vir9inla. He so1vtd wlth the battalion for 21 months 
oYetHU ond was 1elieved br LI . Comdr. Douglas al Okinawa on 12 
July 1945. 

LI. Comdr. Flynn wu commended by Flttl Admiral Ches!et W. Nimill, 
end authorized to wear th Commondollon Ribbon, 101 me1ilo1iou1 conduct 
In the p0tlormanco ol hh du tlu b l Erocutivo Office1 ol the battalion dur­
ln9 tho Okinawa compol9n. 

Upon h11 1olurn to lh o Stoles, Lt. Comdt. Flynn was assi9nod duty In 
Chicago on the 11411 of the Superlntondln9 Civil Engineer, Atoa V, 

In Oocombor, 1941, Lt. Comdr. Flynn, whl lo• stilt o civilia n wo• ca lled 
to tho 8u1oau o f Ya1ds and Docks! In Wo1hln9ton, and ass\gnod as M 
•11l1tont In tho Prlotitio1 Md E•pod it n9 Dlvl1ion. 

Ht wo1 soon commlulonod o lloutonont (funior 9rade) and t1an>ferrod 
to Chlco90 •1 Olllcor in Cha19e of th@ Duroau o f Yards and Docks Field 
Ecpeditlno Office there. In this capacity, ht was re•ponsible lot ex· 
pt dltin9 matttials and equipment btln9 manufactured in the 9th Naval 
Dlst1kt lot Navy conlr•ch. 

In June, 1'0, his olfiu wos •b101bed by the Supe1intendin9 Civil Engi· 

11 

nttr, Aiu V, but his dutie1 ttmlined tit• same until he was ordered to 
C•mp Allen, Norfolk. Vltqinid, lot dutr with the Subeu. 

Lt. Comdr. Flynn was born in Xtni~. Ohio on 17 February 1910, Ht 
9radu1ted from Xenie Hi9h School in 1926 'Philips Academy Andover 
Mu11chuHfh, in 1927, ~nd then ,• lltnded D<ittmoulh College '9radu1tOnq 
in 1'31 , ' 

Fot the nut thr .. YHll, he olte.1dtd Yale University gradu•tlnq with 
~ Boc:1olor of Fine Atts deqroe ln 1914. Alltt graduation', he spent o year 
trave.lln9 and sludyln9 4'Chilecluro In 14 Europun ccunltios. Ho h un• 
mo med. 

Upon rolutnino to tho Slo lo1 In 1934, ho occo ptod o po• llion with the 
orchltecluto l lltm o l Ropp ond Moochom Cincin nati Ohio a nd In July 
1915, went lo Ctovc lond for o position with Ed wotd G Rud Atehltoci ' 

In Novamber, 1937, he joined the atehltoclural fi1m ·of G.itlield Ho;ri• 
Robinson and Schofor In Cleveland u o designer and associate 4rchllocl 
on vorlou1 ptojects, includlnq 1toto in1tllufion1, housing projoch and com· 
mo1d•I buildin91 

Ho continued with thi• fitm untll called lo Wa,hin9lon for auiqnment 
with the Buteau of YMd• and Docks 
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CA m P PEARY WAS 

L -. 
THAT DAY ii •II st•rted found Civlli•n Fr•d Roberts, who was soon doin9 
boot "'ilh the 17th ot Comp Pory, beln9 interviewed by a yeoman in 
tho rocruitin9 •t•tlon at Me mphh, Tonn, Thi• day beume a milo•tooe in 
Fred's llfo. 

SIX MORE WEEKS of this 4nd the row civilians roporlin9 to Peary (above) 
will bo ready for still moro of t4mo •I Endicott and Rouneau. Thi. "'"' 
a familiar teen• around Me9rud1r a bout tho teconJ doy of boot. 

ACID TEST FOR BOOTS 

14 

" YOU'LL IE SORRY!" Fred Roberts and conlin9ent of fellow sulloren 
from the Mid-Wost , orrive ti William•bur9 for " delivery" to C1pt. J, G, 
Wort et Peary. Soon they'll be hoarin9 the familiar ran 9raatln9 every 
Se•beo remomber1. 

MUD All THE WAY UP was a depressingly familiar •ctn• around Pury 
throu9hout boot d ays, Tht y were building the sprawling camp when tho 
boots arrived In February and it was dill mushrooming when the 81th 
left In April. 



ll8ER1Y, dhcuued end drumed of for p.>st •i• weeb. becomes 
~• ucltln9 rcaltfy for fheie fulure 87111 warriors entrainjn9 al tiny 
Wllllam1bur9 •fatlon for Richmond and other point• in early April, 
194). Thi• fabulou• '°·hour week-end liberty wa• lint lime off for 

these boot "9r1dual••" >inc• they Ont encountered Pury' • mud on 
or about 20 Februory, The 17th h•d not yet been formed. Eaiily 
reco9nited are: den Sa191r, Nick Volpe, Da le Ri99ins. J im Ferron 
and '"81rn1yu Gttenwood . 

BOOTS READY FOR AnYTHlnG AFTER PEARY muo 
TowMd lho ond of Folm1111y, 194 3, oclopus·la.o Comp Peary, situ­

otod in lhll hcorl of Virqinio's ~womplond s, was tho sole romaining 
boot comp for ull incominCJ Sciaboo1. 

To tho ciroon u ci11ilioM who first untorod 'Sl'1amp Peary, the 
induction oroo wos o niqhlmtH~ of lr.co-doop mud, confusing orders, 
1houh end tho incouont cry-YOU'LL BE SORRY!!!-from every 
dungoroo·d od, would·bo old •imor. A hoc1ic day of processing wos 
tho unhappy lot of oil llodqlin l Soa~ l'OS. Everything was siricrly 'on 
the double" from d.iyb1u11I lo ''Tops ' 

The first itom wo1 the iuuonco of qoar-6 Sile r. full of clo•hes bed· 
oing ond miscollonoout items, Nhich hod 10 be sronciled before leov· 
Ing Smell Stores. A hoircul-riql.t lo the bone-wo• followed by o 
gr~esome tO pho1 A l1nol physicel ched·11p ono ·he curling of 
tne lost fin~ with homo -<:M"'ming c:wios inro o CcHObodrd bo• ;or 
ma~ing. 

The businuu of olfow.intos 111otmcnts 011d yvurnmc:nt insoroncc 
•01 •hen token ,.,,., of with ~lmos• olorminq d;\piltcl .,;lonQ wi•h "" 
1n!e1viow requrdinq q11.ililicotion1 ond '1 • 0.:111:ncc.. This rouoh y co•1< 
prised the first day in ~orvico. 

Tho now ofliciol booh werci movc;J in10 • now ;irea where 1he muo 
was ov&r\ doepor. Eoch platoon of ?S mun w e • ostioned an j,,struc. 
tor-their 911ido ond IT'Onlor for lhu "" weel boo1 o.-riod. 

Two plotoo111 wore crcwded into ooch wood·ond.1orooper borrocls 
which wos hP.otod by two pol bclliod stoves. Tho~o having bunh 
neor tho ~tovos swoltorod from th<> almost unbooroble heat: all 
others 11020 notwilhst11ndinq tho p·M co1> t ~. wotch cops ilnd rwo se ts 
of hoovy woolios thoy woro to b"d. 

Tho lir•t ilom or milif(llY lioininq W<' S closo-ordor drill carrying 
dummy rifl1H modo of CJt1•·p ipu. Tho iniflo l efforts in these ma 
neuvors wore l111 qo ly comic11I, mony lo<irn ing for the l irsl time Iha 
difforonco ba twoo11 lhoir lo> fl rind rlCJhl foot. 

Edended·ordor dtil l1 through tho snowy woods of Virginio wit s 
onolher gruolinq lost. /\(i l)r tho firtl few mud·bt1ths. tho men laorned 
the trick of choooinq a soft d1y spot whon tho commond-HIT THE 
DECKll!-wos givon. 

Technical lraininq cours11. ond lec tures on first-oid, hygiene ilnd 
special woopon• oflordod rnony ,, tirod boor .in opponuniry to cotch 
uo on sleep losl on quord duly or fire-wolch 
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Tho rnon woro slowly pickinq up now noul icol expressions fo be usod 
fo1 yuMS lo como : motes. dtlds, bulkheads chow-down. qear securo 
tho dot~i l , e tc. Slowly, but suroly !hoy wore growing sally! 

Sid Boy did o land office business honding out arm-parolylinq shots 
or various dosc.riptions. Thoso only odded to tl>e .iilready perilously 
low ph'(siccll condit ion of the frequently fever-ridden 'llllfes. Evenlu 
olly, lonq rows of b11rroch wero quorantined when coses ol scorlor 
fever iind smollpo• beqon cropping up. 

Thero wos d duly doy ovory fcudh day when rnon •oo~ over 11a 
rious C·l mp d..,toils. trrupoclivo of o:i,. or ril •ino, they were assigned 
•o such sundry 1111h 111 KP, quud ourv heod-cleilr>inq, r.ou inq coo 
for rl>o b<1rrocls stovus o• rho mos• or<taoed detail of otf-swomp 
c oerinri 'C4pto:n s Po<'vl 

It wc11" I lonri before 1he boo11 buq"" •o te"se •po 'u i"'IP<;" 
1.,nce of moll i'I •heir oai y t'v<~. L1: .. ers were r.;-ad hu,,qril~ for 
new of tho outsidu .. 01ld , wh:c.n only so tolCen·11 ""o bee~ HO ME 

So " · tho fo11hcomi111 bO hour weel -enci iber•y cecome t~e ,.,., ,. 
t pre. of conv<l•Hrion. When 1l1ot G1ea1 Oar 1ino ' orri<1eo and t " 

lod·up boo11 we•tl priv1l11 ~,.d 10 i "" ihu s•illinq confi11es of Cap•o n 
WJto"1 • uni ... or•ity •• fhu n oionty roe~ 4 )oec;al ·u,·., 'tO hi~·oric41 
Richmond. 

Othon roomed ,srou"d bo<111tifu Coloniol Will'omshurg or e•cur· 
•ionod lo noorby shrines lilo JomoS1own or Yorlrown. /\ few of •he 
more dounq modo 11¥inq visih homo, 9oinc as far norrh as Now Yori 
ond Connecticut. 

B11cl o! Peery th<1 rolroshod' men aw<1i1ed ossignmon!. On 13 
April. the 87th Battalion wo• fo rmod in B·S oree. The m~tion poper, 
BEELI NlS. announcod th<' n11w,. 

Aftor lhroo of thl' moil iumultuous doys in any miin s e•porionco, 
during which ordur1. hullrJtin ~ nnd 1cu1llobult raced with equal con· 
fu sion lhrou()h tho hoc tic nroo, tho mon found themselves ot tho roil ­
woy slollon c f thn br .. nd now spur-trad leading oui c f camp. Sialion 
Forc:.u bond lurn1>d out in full sf rong th to give the firsi outfit lo use 
tho $pur on officio I end ·Off 

Once oboord lht> ridoty d.1y couches, with still no definite clue cH 
to thoir dostinAtion tho men. or loasi ~"ow they were no lonqor 
"boot1. Thay wcra now tho 87th U. S. No11ol Construction Battalion­
<1nd on their woyt! 
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A BATIALION IS LAUNCHED at Camp Endicott on 14 May 
194J w'••n Cspl. fr•d Ro9•rs, commandin9 officer of NCTC, Davit· 
viii•, pru•nls 871h Sub .. , with lh•lr colors a l a lull dreu re· 
vi•w. Her•, the rankln9 officlel and r•vi•win9 party (includin9 

Skipp., Rob•rt Eatlerly-third in Iii•) march between opened ranb 
u bolh e r• tmartly op•n•d and cloHd. Although formed at Camp 
P .. ry, th 871h l•fl Vir9lnia b•fore thh form al ceremony could be 
arren9ed. Thit wu another important mi:Htone. 

CAmP EODICOTT IOTERLUDE HIGHLIGHTED BY comm1ss1on1nG 
The exhausted men rubbed their sleepy eyes os 1he crummy doy 

coaches pulled into Dovisville, Rhode Island. Tired and hungry from 
their 18-hour trip from Virginio, the lrovelars showed only meager in­
terest in Comp Endicott. If wos 17 April 1943. 

Tho most not iceable chongo from Comp Peory were the huge two. 
story borrecks. These worm buildings, plus tho osphalt roods ond gressy 
plots, mode lho comp seem li ke 11 perlldise compored lo mud·pllcked 
"Swomp-Poory." 

Assigned borrocks in FG orea, tho mon wore immediately turned 
over for advonced military training. Long hikes over the rolling coun· 
trysido, extendod ordor. boyonet and weapons were topped off by 
the commando course, reputedly the toughest onywhere. 

Nowly iuued 'O)s were zeroed in ot Sun Valley Rongo. Many re­
turned with titles of morhmon, sharpshooter ond expert. Others 
sported puffed lips ond br•Jised shoulders. 

Technical training men took up odvoncod course •. Groups of 20.mm. 
AA lroineos shot hall out of rhe sleeves 111 Newport returning with 
roll toles of their exploits. 

On 14 Moy, the boltolion Nos reviewed end officiolly commissioned 
by Ceptoin Fred F. Rogers, Commondina Officer of Comp Endicott. 

Liberty every fourth doy end 11 lb-hour pau every other week·end 
fcund tho men prowling for ond wide. Noarby cities like Eost Green­
wich, Providonce end Powluckot ollrocled most siqhtseers. 

Excellent sl119e presonlolions such os "Junior Miss · one Ada Leon 
ord's Girl Revue ond performers like A~im Tomiroff vied with o wide 
choice of movies os enlertoinment. 

Ship's Stores offered anything from boor to 11 foncy pair of ear· 
rings. The~• lorge buildings olso housed bowling olleys, pool and ping· 
ponq tables. canteens, gymnosiums and libraries. 

THE BULLDOZER onnounced the first 87th deoth. John Hurley, 
CM le. diod 22 Moy of scorlet fever. THE PEEPSIGHT first and only 
Sith nowssheol, was born, survived sovorol issues ond collapsed. 

The lonq·ewoited nine-day ombarkotion loevo begon 27 Moy ond 
found evoryono oost of the Mississippi scurryinq for home. Everyone 
welcomed tho briof respite from Comp Endicott's groting pubk ad­
dress systom. Tho 87th never hod onothor one. 

Wostorners took tho long chonco and held the ir fire, hoping tho 
scuttlebutt concorning Norfh Africo wlls wrong ti wasl All hands re­
turned from leove b June. 

On 13 Juno the botlolion wos marched through the crowded comp 
streets lo tho woiting Pullmons. 

Now Calilornio ond the Pacific wor didn't seem nearly so for 
owoy! 
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THE MOMENT. Lt. Comdr. Rob•rl Eut.,ly hands Albert Printz the battalion 
colors, which hl've just b .. n pasHd lo him by Mrs. Eastecrly. She r•celved 
them from Capt. Roqen. The batta:ion s1andt al " Present. Arms!" as hi•· 
tory '' made . 



EMBARKATION PARTY at Hlfeneme featured elaborate cake baked by 
Chief Tad Plann (center between Chief "Jack" Smeln•r and lt.(j9) W. 
E. Mannix}. Book-shaped 'colored lettering told 871h story in 109 form 
throu9h 23 August. 

THE STAFF. Battalion staff officers group around Comdr. Easterly (pro­
m.oted 26 .July) for •. last formal shot before d onning tropical t ogs they 
woll w~or on the Pacific. Lt. Comdrs. Flynn (CEC) and Osgood (MC} fl ank 
the Skipper. 

GEAR. Sealed ~n his empty foot locker at Port Huenemo Carpentor A. L. 
~~~is !~!' ,~!!,ta .'!~ ,miscellan.eou~ a!~icl~ ~.'! . feeJs he' may need over· 

CHOW HALL SERENADE. Resplendont in natty dress blues, 87th military 
band plays for Embarkation Party as "secured" mates stick around after 
an all-out chow. Band is directed by Chief Norman Grier, former member 
of pro:ninent name bands. 

"LAST c;>NE, BOYS-until you start taking the really big ones overseas." 
Mates fole through the 87th's Sick Bay for last shot before shoving off 
for "lsla~d X." Both ships are In and it's now or never. 

GU EST HOUSE. Men, unable lo leavo camp since unit is secured for 
shipping out, maet loved ones for last t lm-. ni<1ht of 27 Au<1ust. lonaJome 



CALIFORNIA HERE WE COMEI Tho cro"lded GREYHOUND bus 
morktd LOS' ANGELES Is looded with 871h Seaboes primed for 
thoir llnal Stalesldo fl lng prior lo embarking on iheir 27·month 
tour of fho Poclflc. Other !hon buying and packing for the •or· 

ago, lhe moln concern of aff hands during the gay Hueneme 
parlod was LIBERTY. Nolhin9 else really mattered and the men­
porllally guessln9 the futur-tore out for L. A., Hollywood and 
other equally outlondlsh fun centers "' evory opportunity. 

HUEDEmE IS SPRIDGBOARD FOR FIDAL STATESIDE FLIDG 
"Sunny" Colifornio grootod tho r1111 ... oory 87th o bit soberly es tho 

long lrains from tho Eo~I slid into C 11mp Rouss?11u, Port Hueneme, 
19 Juno 1913. II wos, Ill fact, ona 01 those dllys iilled with wh4t tho 
loco! chambor of commerce excuses 11s "heovy precipitlltion!'' The 
weather, howovor, w4s incidenlel. 

As fho men Wod sliffly into lhoir oroo, they wore momenlorily 
cheorod by lho prosenco of snug quonset huts, which wore to house 
only fen men ooch, thus offording cornporolive privecy offer the 
teeming borrods of Poory ond Endicott. 

Tho lrons·continonlol rido from Rhode lslond lo California wos mon­
ogod in smooth style. I I soomod more like o cross-country, sight­
seeing iour than o troop movement os tho throe seclions wondered 
through 14 slolos. At St. Louis Md Konsos City. tho men had soon tho 
owelome olfec:1 of roging flood worers. Tho Rockies end the Greet 
Soll Loko, tho c:olorful dosorts, hugo c:itios and tiny homfets-1111 tho 
v,ut, $Weoping ponoromo of Amorice-hod kepi the men rubber­
nedinq botweon ondloss cord ond crop gam&s. 

To relievo 1ho tromping monotony, 1lio m.in were periodically 111-
lowod fo loovo lhu troins ond strotch their limbs of odd wotor-sfops. 
Howovor, duo lo closo guording by botlolion chiefs end SPs, tho 
mole~ were oflon mistaken for Gorman prisoners of worl 

In somo cities, mo901inos. books ond newspapers wore hoisted 
oboord by sympotholic lownspoople. Many publications wore inscribed 
with the nomos ond oddrosso~ of tho donors and pen-pols were thereby 
ocquirod. 

Food iorvod in dinin9 cors wos of oxcellonl quality, but nowhere 
noor tho quonHty lo which Sooboos oro accustomed. Dospilo tho lilo 
ol ooso. Jho men woro bored ond oogor lo roach Colifornla . Six doys 
in o Pullmon ore too much. 

Tho Colifornio summor dimote proved o rovolofion lo most who 
elpeclod a somi-trop1c11I etmosphoro. Nights wore cool and overyono 
slept undor blankets. 

A ropid r11•introduc:loon lo militery training was given by Modno 
in1tructors. The hord·bo~od clay of Venluro County proved unyielding 
when tho mon woro on liold problems. A new firing renge provided 
o variety of torgofs for ell woopons from pislols to mortars. AA men 
trovelod to Son Diego lo firo of movinq torqols. 

"Tho Bottle of Mugu" found tho ottoding 87th shooting hell oul of 
tho imoginory onom.,-ond themselves, loo!!- with bl11nk ammuni­
tion. Tho psoudo·beoc:hhood ended in a hilorious fiasco, necoSSi· 
toting e 1 opeol porformonco 11 few doys let er. 

A lost invosion elort end bloc:kout routed the men out of tho worm 
bunks of 0300 ono morning to ioko up defensive positions in !heir 
ossignod soctor. Noxt noon found $0!no "defenders" still slooping 
soundly in tho fioldsl 

Whon lho boltelion's equipment wos drown end set up in o motor 
pool, o nucleus of tronsportotion men was formoci lo mointoin tho 
machines. 

The pollotitin9 d&loil hommered for a rnonih, crating tho supplies 
in warehouses for shipment overseas. 

The liberty-hounds wore. ol lost, in their element. Los Anoefes end 
Hollywood w&ro only o short ride by bus. The iomous Hollywood C&n­
fuen ond niqht clubs ond donco hells-like the Pelledium, Florontine 
Gardens ond Earl Corroll's-prov1ded just ,sbout ev<irylhing. 

Sonlo Monico, Long Beech ond Ocean Pork offorded bothing F11-
cililios and omusomoM parh. Name bands like Key Kyser and Alvino 
Roy 911vo sporklrng performoncos right en the bose. 

Nature lovers oven journeyed 'lo dislont Sequoia Nationol Pork to 
view Californ1o's famed giant redwood trees. Hitch·hiking wos easy. 
Thoro wore ample cors end gos in C111iforni11 despite stringent rotion 
inq elsowhorol 

The firs~ incroose in rotings were announced effective I July. Eiqh­
loen now chiofs were croetod. Tho b111telion wos "wedded" to ACORN 
12 on 3 July. Tho "hoppy" occossion was celebroled of a born party 
end toostod with boor. 

Units wore conlinuo lly moving in and out of Hueneme while Hie 871h 
rosllessly marked limo. Finally, on 23 August, the bollaJion was so· 
cured. Tho mnn, ol lest, woro ~hocked out of their Statosido loihergy 
when it become known thot the S.S. ROBIN WENTLEY ond tho S.S. 
COMET wore ot lho dock end boing loaded around the clod. (Norio 
of this news modo tho Comp Rousseau newspaper, SEABEE COVER· 
ALLI) 

All hands lnow the 10-woo~ California lork was suddenly at on e11d. 
Soon, they would bo leoving "The Lend of Mo~e-Believo" for Iha rool­
istic Pocific world whore no querier wos os~ed end none wos given. 
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BATTALIOn comPAn1es 

COMPANY A geh o full pogo in this volumo be­
c:ouse those men, olong with on enginooring unit 
from Hoodquorters, c:orriod tho boll for the 87th in 
tho Troosury Islands invasion in October, 1943. 
Commanded by Lieut. Charles E. ("Poto") Turn-

* 

bull (fifteonth from loft, firll row, standing). Co. 
A oventuolly hod ono winnor of tho Silvor Slor ond 
throo weorors of tho Commendation Ribbon. Au· 
relio Tassone. Fl c: ( lhirtoenth from right, fourth 
row) wes only battalion member to win the Sil-

vor Star. Two membors gevo tholr livos in tho 
T reesury Islands, Edwin Ost men, S2c: (ninth from 
right, soc:ond row) boc:omo missing ln action dur· 
ing the invasion and Roy Goldberg, S2c: (eighth 
from left, third row) diod by strafing on 14 Jen· 
uary 1944. 



HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, with its two officers (dtad 
cenltr) and • poltnl array of 20 CPOs, wos naturally 
the moil moll9nod unit of the battalion but II could 
b~ txc .. dln9ly useful, al times, lo the other companies. 
The 1n9lnoeron9 contin9enl of Headquarters accompa. 

COMPANY 8 wu the battalion unit where there wos 
ne•er • dull moment. Commanded by Ueul. Oscar N. 
Kulbtr9 (Oltotnlh from left. lint row, slandin9). Co. I 
compiled quite a colorful history, espKially at Hue· 
norrt In fact, II wa1 1uch an unusual history that ab:.ul 

nltd Co. A on the Treasury lnvadon In the fal l of '43 
and llld out Stlrllng Fleld In the jun9les. Commanded 
by Lieut. Loul• D. Spaw, Jt, "819 City Hall" harbored 
•uch 9roups as: yeomen, 1lorekupers, pholo9raphers, 
bubon, lollors, cooks. bakers, laundrymen, pharmacist 

ol9ht of the boys wert unable lo break away in time 
to ctlch the S. S. ROBIN WENTLEY. Thll company lo1t 
four men o•trftH. Two, Eddi• Burns, Sic (tenth from 
left, fourth row) and Slako Muuelman. Sic (thir­
lotnlh from loft, lhlrd row) , were bomb victims on Slirl· 

males, englnun (surveyors and drofhmen). MAAs. arm· 
orers, mallmon, censors and malorlo control. Wh .. n th• 
battalion was reall9ned Into divisions al 8onlka, Head· 
quarters Company btctmt Headquorle" Dlvt.lon, 

in9. John Phllll ps, CMlc (ninth from rl9hf, tor. row), 
dltd aboard tho U. S. S. NAOS at Now Ca edonla , 
while Otlt Andonon, CMlc (third from rl9hl. lop row), 
"'•s kllltd In t quarry accident on Okinawa 



COMPANY C, under the command of Lieut. Eilltl E. 
Sp•rb (slxlHnlh from tell, first row, 1tandln9)l was 
known •• • 9ood liberty outlll •nd Stoteside I buly 
..... just •bout the choicest monel lo dan9le before • 
m•I• • eye. Compeny C lost two men ovenu1, both 

COM,ANY 0 , compo11d prlm• rlly of chiefs and sHmon, 
w•• under the commend of Llelll. Willl•m L. Whyte, 
Jr. (fourteenth from loft, front row) . Company 0 was 
hpl on lh to .. by CompHy Chief Emil (" Uncle Slu9") 
kho.e ah ttw. Uth. ''"""' t. ft ''""• ,.,..._, _...... .._.,., • -

deaths occurln9 In tine of duty on Sllrlln9. The flrst, 
Friend H. Smith, CMlc (fourth from left. lop row), 
..... klllod In •n accldont et tho lool ·•herp1nln9 •hop, 
whllo L/I• Morh, CM le (ninth from ri9hl, third row) , 
died o pnoumonl•. A nol•blo ab11nl11 from •bo•• 

endlou sori .. of lat .. lo rel•I• relative to hh lint o•er. 
HH lour with the Second l•ll•llon in Hrlr. ' 42. Com· 
p .. y 0 • lio lost two men o•u11u , both • •lled by the 
wme bomb on Stlrllnq. Thut m•lu were : Arthur 
...,_. ...... _._ c1., t i .. ......... ,. __ 1.i. •·- ··- ' ··"' - .... . ... 

picture Ii Chief Charif• ("Uncle Chorllo") Moon, then 
Company CPO and l•lu the colorful " Protector of S 
Ol•l11on' on Stlrlin9 It was Chief Moors' 11cond o•or· 
s••• tour. 

Flh9or•ld , Sic (sonnlh from rl9ht HCond row) . Two 
comp•ny chlah, Cl•ude lrown •nd Jack Ormiston (tenth 
and alo•onlh from tell, front ro,.) , "'ere •ppolnled to 
••rt•ftt r•nk overs111. 



OUTWARD BOUND 
(A Port Hueneme Water Color) 
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THE BAND PLAYED ON, Not even tho 87th's rollicking 
could dlspoll the somber gloom that memorable August 
battallo~ Is shown marching from Camp Rousseau to Dode 
quaritrs Company follows tho band. 

military band 
morning. The 
No. 4. H'ead · 

FINAL CONFERENCE. Comdr. Robert Easterly, ori9inal 87th skipper, and 
ll. Comdr. Herbert Nash, ACORN 12 euculive officer confer near gang· 
w•r. with Comdr. Roy Darto~ ACORN Oin~1 as embarling continues. ltfl, 
Ch tf Lauren Merrl1m and uoman " Bill" rump help check musters, 

THE LAST MILE. Mtmbtrs of Company 8, loaded lo maximum capadty, 
t>cand tricky k~ .. · bucklln9 gan9wty lo board transport after beinq mus­
ltrtd at Pet1onnel table. left to rlQht: " Ruulan" 01ytn1r, E1191nt Goldi•, 
Artie Hansford, F. K. Jono tnd Wllbu1 Like, 

NO BAG INSPECTION. California's celebrated sun wllltd tvtn !ht sturd· 
lest, ba rrel-chested Seabte as the long, tedious morning of w11tin9 slow. 
ly spent lhtlf, Mates have grounded bulging duffolbags containing btd· 
dln9 and art awaiting loading orders in nearby shade. 

NOTHING LEFT BEHIND. Two sturdy 87ih Stabeu, Paul ("Sarge") Tomp. 
kins ind Herold Waldron. literally groan from bow to stern u they 
9rlmly hoist dufftlbags, plus full field-packs and compltlt comb1t qHr, 
and h .. d for lht WENTLEY's challenging gangway. 

DOWN THE HATCHI Having surmounted the "obstacle course" of lht 
ship 's 91n9way (only with a helping hand in many indanctll), mtlu art 
shown tnltrln9 ltakhway to go IHlow in surch of bunks ther trt It 
o"upy for nut n dtyi. 



" THAT FREEDOM SHALL NOT PERISH ... " There was no turn· 
in9 back at this sta9e of embarkation. Fi9uratively, the fabulou• 
South P•clllc: lay iud over the hori<on. Tho lon9-dr .. d1d tweni, 
pe· cont (overseas " bonus" pay) was no fur1her •way lh•n tho 
mouth of Port Huonome's harbor. Loaded In pack·mule fashion, 

males dolermlnedly stumble toward cheerleu S, S. ROBIN WENT. 
LEY as zuo hour for departure nears. Well over two eventtul years 
w~re to elapse before there men would re-enter " The Land of 
Plenty." 

28 AUGUST 1943-A DAY TO REmEmBER! 
Eyes, hoovy with sleep, and in mony r.esos looking grotesquely 

misplaced undor shoved skul ls, focu1od with oxlrome difficulty on 
timoploc'>I, which rood in tho gonorel vicinity of 0400. 

Scottorod shouts wont ripping throuqh tho iiroe to lhe effect lhet 
10moon11 should kill tho b!onkoty-blen~ bugler, end most heeds wore 
ho1tily withdrown into tho dolicious "ormih ol woll-tustled s11cks. Come 
depressinq reolizotionl Tho bugle wos procloiming the arriv11I of EM 
8ARKATION OAY-28 August 1943! 

The doy anticipated with mingled dread ond oacilement for the 
1141• sir months had finolly maloriolized. Then, the flurry of lost 
minute pading. No molter how corefully o follow's field-pad hod 
b~en put iogothar tho night before. it still hod to be repeded; oiher· 
"il4 tho confi.s1on would hove been incomplotol 

Tho still.worm bods hod to be rolled end coexed into duffelbogs 
that opparently wore designed lor carrying hondkerchiefs, end then 
rushod to vorious looding points in tho comp oree where they were 
'°°" pidod up by Stolion Force lruds ond houlod lo the Port 
Huo"omo dod. 

Hurriedly·gulpod breokfostsl Tho inovitoblo ond oternel hut-po 
'ting! Dotochmont of eight men who tho night before hod been in 
~ •ed in o regrolfoble rumpus in tho 87th oroo. And through ii oll 
rocod the staff of oll mililory lifo-SCUlTLEBUTII 

Then loodod beyond humon belief, tho men were formed by com· 
pan:es to owoit tho bottalion's own well-rohoorsod bond. which os­
coriod them by unils lo tho dod-"Tho Lost Mile"!!! 

Tho doy hod bogun groy ond somber but boforo erriving dodsido 
oil honds woro compfotoly misoroblo bonooth tho scorching Coli· 
lornio sun. Tho molos were truly dragging bottom. 

At tho dock, moro confusion prosontod lholf in the form of o 
Novol dispolch, which ordorod fivo bollolion officers doloched. It took 
more thon o bit of Se11boo ingonully to hovo thot order rescinded. 
Tho old "Con Do" spirit roolly buned ocross tho country to W11sh· 
ington vlo tolophono beloro tho order wos finolly concolled. 

With groans- ond before tho omused, lucky few who were to soil 
l~e following doy on the S. S. COMET-<luffolbegs wore hooped upon 
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olroody overburdened bods lo bo corriod up the WENTLEY's gang 
woy. Sympathy rodiolod from the ACORN 12 ond Cesuol Droll per­
sonnel who stood by owoiting their turns to go oboord. 

Comp Rousseou St11tion Force porsonnol oddod thoir sedislic bit 
to tho siluolion by holding up tho lino while they chec~od eoch mon 
off lho muster. They opporontly wonted lo moko certain !hot no one 
would bo inodvortonlly-<>r otherwise-left behind to possibly crowd 
them oul of their comforloble Stolesido billets. 

Tho fomod "obstacle couno" of Comp Endicott wos mild com· 
pored to lhe WENTLEY's gongwoy. Mony required helping hond1 
before reaching tho lop. Jud how diminutive chops li~o Zone Roudi· 
bough ond Joe Boovor over modo i' will remoin o mystery for oil 
lime. 

NOW HEAR THISI NOW HEAR THIS!! wos :he proliminory greet 
ing offorod os weory bodies wore urged ocross the unfomilior docks 
ond down lodders info the depressing bowels of the ship. GO BE· 
LOW AND STAY BELOWl!I 

Tho rost of tho lir:ie bofore '°iling wos spent in stretching och1ng 
muscles, !roding for the b.nt bunks. unpoding bedrolls, odnowledging 
the presence of !h" pongs of hungry, curling the foct thor the ship's 
hoods were not to bo used :n port. rohoshing lest night's telephone 
conversation with the litt le lody oc:ross the notion, 4nd indulging in o 
bit of secret spoculotion-Whore7-Why7-How ong? 

Bowildorod dogs wore furtively reloosod from ingenious hiding 
ploceso-Archio ( Rod") Reynolds 'Covil" ond her 5qUirming fomily 
of throe from o vontilolod h11ndbog-Joc~ llloxondor's fris\y fox tor 
rior, ''Whiskey." modo it oboord somehow-"Tippy," who hod sue· 
ceedod "Shodow" os ofliciol bollolion moscot for forei911 duly, wos 
loft bohind lo soil next doy on the COM ET. The first cosuolly of tho 
omborkotion occurred whon ono of "Oovil 's" puppies lost its life in 
tho titonli c: slrugglo of boing smuggled oboord ship. 

At opprox1motoly 1630, tho word wos excitedly p11ssod !hot tho 
gongwoy hod finolly been secured ond some of the moro vonturo 
some moios •nookod topside for o forowell, nostelgic glimpse of the 
''Lend of the Free" before tho grool ship wes given to the seo. 



ON HEit OWN. The f•mD•ded ROllN WHITLEY be9ln• lo noH 
out of Port Hueneme'• •nu9 little h•tbo• und., lh own throbbln9 
power •• lu9 CHh off llnu •nd •nort• back to port The f1mllltr 
Huentme shorollne m1J •llll be Hin at fairly close ••n9e, Few en· 

listed men wllnened this scene •• they vere hpl below until h•r· 
bot was cle1ted. Lo.ck of chow •Ince pr ... d1wn brukf••I promph 
•pud·p .. ten (left) to l9nore thli hhtotic moment in f•vor of •n 
e1rly 1upper 

ADCHORS AWEIGH 
EIGHTY-SEVENTH GETS LAST 
LOOK AT THE STATES FOR 
WELL OVER TWO YEARS 
AS ROBIN WENTLEY 
HEADS TO SEA 

The majority guessed "Somewhere in the South Pacific" and omo correct! 
forecast the seething Solomons, but on 28 August 1943 the 87th s legendar 
" Island X' may well have been any one of a thousand andspeds in the far 
flung Pacific. 

Amid the spirited playing of Anchors Aweigh" by the battalion band, t~ 
big ship cast its moorings. The few wives, sweethearts and friends at the re 
ceding dock waved their last fond farewell as the S. S. ROBIN WENTLEY nose1 
out of the Port Hueneme harbor on her maiden voyage as o transport. 

The Stars and Stripes were almost immediately struck from the ship's tower 
ing most. Enemy submarines hod been reported lurking not roo far off th. 
California shore. The waters off the West Coast. even then were most cer 
tainly no 'Shangri·La. 

The unescorted WENTLEY adopted a zig.zag course as the tiny Coas 
Guard cutter turned bad five miles out and the inevitable seasickness swep 
the ship. Soon men and their GI pails became inseparable. 

All hands knew the long voyage oway from home had, ol lost, begun whe1 
a voice-long to be remembered-blared: THIS SHIP IS NOW PROCEEDINE 
TO SEA! YOUR BASE PAY HAS BEEN INCREASED BY TWENTY PER CENT! 
I CONGRATULATE YOU!!! 

GOODBYE, AMERICA! L•st view of Port Hueneme harbor a• the out· 
ward bound ltA~•port 9•thers ever-increHln9 speed. Shown .,. • :ZO·mm 
••li-airct•ft 9un1 a sl•ck of lifer•fts and lncldenl1lly • number of lhe 
b•H11ion's budd1n9 "che,.d•rs.'' ' ' 

ESCORT HEADS IACIC. SIH\ Coast Guerd c11tttr b'•ll• fuewell •I II••· 
milt limit •nd the WENTLEY ii ':trictly on lh own. l<lnd hu dis•pp.,red 
entirely. lt•••nous hun9er lnsplru spud 0 pt•ltrs to htrolc efforts. 



' ' now HEAR THIS! 
S· ~ manned b'I ill Merchen! Marine crew a.id carrying <lpproxi­

mo•e y I 700 crowded p<luen9ers, tho ex-cargo liner, S. S. ROBIN 
WENTLEY, hod its honds full on ih first voyage <lS o iroopshio. 

As further proof of its recent reconversion. it bo<med a '"regular' 
N~'i'f armed quoro and two Jnr.>9onistic M<lrine> <ls a police force. 
W"tn .. I this OS 0 st.Hier, the DX·bonono bo<ll was hardly 'a happy 
1hip." 

Down in tho gloomy holds. landlubber motes went through "" the 
I nown tortures of embryonic: soilors. For the most part loo exhausted 
to loovc lheir bunks for fresh oir, they loy fully-clothed, curs:ng tho 
Novy tho Jops, tho Pacific end the mote in the next bunk who ol· 
ways s&em.1d lo hove his fool in their foce. 

The next morninq found the men in on oven more dejected stole 
with hoodochos, nousoo end o complete distosle for food . Ship's rail 
wos almost solidly linod with men-some to see for the first time 
1110 lonely sight of on ompty, limitless ocean; others for a more 
prodicol, but o for moro unpleosonl purpose. 

Dolails woro immodiotoly ouignod-KP in oil its repulsive phases. 
guard du!y, qun and sontrr wo tches, heed-cleaning 11nd deck-swabbing. 
Ii was ollegod the WENT EY hod more guards and sentries than the 
U. S. Troosur) Building! 

The rnosl coveted assignment was tho brook-out crew. This group 
hod lo brook out oll fresh end conr.ed foods for the troop mess. 
Thi, cpng olwoys found willing help-&speciolly when canned pooches 
ond pineopplo were scheduled for tho menu! 

Possengors w6re served mools twice o doy. The chow-line wos 
c•haustin9. Tho troop moss wos the hottest spot obo.,rd ship. Four 
chiefs wero slolionod there, opporently to moke sure no one en· 
ioyed the mools. They pushed the moles in end of1er a few mouth­
!"1s they pushed them right out ogein. 

Men began sloeping on ded in lne mosr ingeniously hidden spots 
lo find relief from tho oppressively airless holds. These hideouts hod 
10 ~ well conceolod for the Morine · Ge1topo" tool fiendish delighr 
in herding possenqors below dock on the stuffiest nights. 

The oble troop commonder. lieut. B. A. Feiber m11de full use of 
tho powerful PA system. At ell hours doy end niqhr, the monotonous 
ou'lnl!l.S wo1 1holtorod by hi! stridont: "NOW HEAR THIS! NOW 

now HEAR TH IS ' ' ' • ' • 
HEAR THIS! ALL PASSENGERS GO TO YOUR BUNKS. GET IN 
YOUR BUNKS ANO STAY IN YOUR BUNKS!! 

The monotony of the "ourney fir>olly produced in the men o dre1Sry 
physical inerrio. Sleeping <lnd rrying ro for~ge some food or juice 
becemo fov rite pastimes. Any se11t in the shade wos o priceless poi· 
session. A P"" of shorts bec<lme st<lnd11ro uniform as men found 
laundering with s11lt waler on arduous tosk. 

Entertoin,.,,onl wos orgonizo:t Some men had energy enough left 
to box. Chief Norman Grier got the mike "w"y from the troop 
commender long enough lo ploy some popular requests on 11 record· 
ployor ovory doy. Unsuspected 87th lolenl put on a variety show, foe. 
turinq sinqing end instrument-ploying over the air. Impromptu jom 
sossions hold on deck by o fow musicions e11ch night wore o hiqh· 
li~hl. 

Mosl onticipetod foe turo of the doy was the news broodcest given 
et 1100 by ACORN 12 Choploin Cyril R. Kov<loogh. Italy surronderod 
during lho voyoqo end ell I t11lion-Americons aboard were welcomed 
by their buddies os Alliosl Each possengor wos invited to wrile cer­
tain lollors ond thus tho fledgling 87th met overseas censorship. 

Meonwhilo, tho WENTLEY zig-zogged on her tiresome journey. 
Only onco did she stop-to ropeir her boilers. After <ln uneasy hour 
of waiting. o foelinq of relief swept over the men when the f11milior 
throbbing wos once moro detochd. She had presented on eosy 
forgot on the colm see. 

The owners of watches were ~ept busy turning their timepieces bad 
os the ship forged we>lword. 11.s ir crossed •he lnternotiono Doto 
line-<:ompletely s~iopinq 11 September-the now s<ilry Shellb<lc~s saw 
their first lend since looving •he St<lres. Ir wos Tonga.Tobu. A British 
floot-plone dipped low over the WENTLEY. <lnd apoarently satisfied 
by the sig.1ols flew cosuolly owoy. 

Two doys from tho initial destination. on inquisitive American de· 
stroyer pulled close for o pow-wow• in code oround midnight bu• ii 
slunk owoy ofter o brief exchange of btin~ers. 

As New Caledonia oppeorod out of the se.,, tne m<ltes lool o new 
lease on life. It hos been o tedious 6.080-mile trip from Hueneme, 
but not without certain merits. As their first voy<lge on o rroopship, ii 
hod really mode each men oppreciole his forfeited civilian slolus. 

HAILI THE GANGI Their ra•enous hunger temporarily satisfied 
by f rd meol aboard ship, '""eat-drenched males escape lht 
WENTLEY's &tlflln9 9olley to topside (Hatch SJ for raviYln9 broth 
ol soa -broeto ond lnltiol session of scuttlebutt. Men seated ond 

recllnlnc;i on full •ec;ietable cralu wear bulky, kapok life-jacket. and 
fllltd untttn• in •ccordanco with ship's rigid orderl. One qamt 
hos bton resumed . "Whiskey," one ol a half doien doqs 1muq9ltd 
obdord, l& held by hi• muter, Jock Ale~ander. 



''A C l E A n S H I P 

STUD Oil DRAWi hrpetual card 9~mu of every lma9inabte type domi· 
n•ted the recrutional >etne lop•lde. When not playin9, men read, 
telked or >lept In mH9•r >hide, or m1rveled at flyin9 fi>h, leap-fro99in9 
porpohts or >poutln9 wheles a lon9 ship's roll. 

GRUDGE FIGHT. Extremely crowded querlers aboard the tran1port re· 
lulled ln lnevlteble disputu between shipmates. Here, two foudin9 SHbHs 
s.llle their quornl In the oppro•ed manly manner lo the delight of their 
buddies. Such bouh were, of course, rl9ldly supervised. 

" PIPE 'EM DOWN!" Every dey was crew wesh-day al soa. Intense equa· 
torlel h•et throu9hout journey made frequent leunderln9 euential. Here, 
:,~~[~~ .. ~~h."~!:l• ••• ~!~~r~ •• ~!.f91• , " plpu down •II m vb • nd WISh 

I S A H A P P Y S H I P'' 

SEABEE COWBOY. The lon9, monotonou• voy191 unHrlhed much un· 
known end un1uspecied leltnl in tho battalion'• own renu. Chief Vic Codar· 
staff Cripple Creek, Coloredo, onlertaini fellow pauen9en with intricate 
rope' lrieu he turned e• 1 boy from wM!ern cowpunchers. 

IN THE EVENING. John J. Arbolino, Brooklyn enterteiM an eudlonce 
aboard ship with the ovor·popular " squeeu box." Roqutsh, es usual. 
were for the cld fevorile• mtn had known as civilian•. Dhinlortrltd melt 
(ri9hl) continues hi• readln9. 

SWEAT SOX. Sellelion 9oll1r pononnol stood re9ul1r wetchu lhrou9h· 
out the cruhe d"plte the 91 ley's un bHrablt heat. Chow, es 1 lw1ys., wes 
of prhne conctrft lo ell hend1. ' Freddy" Vachon (l eft) end Arnold ~houp A•• 1>reoulno "41 dooa and aouo. 



PACIFIC SUNSET. Typk•I of 111 sunset scenes aboard the ••mod 
lrusport woro sollluy m•toi 1 ... nln9 thou9htfully ·~•inti the ship's 
rail, most llkoly contrutin9 in their unultlod monds lhoso laJI 
flootlng months In sunny California wllh tho perils looming ohHd 

ot journey's ond. Usuolly, tho loooly men l1 lkod in pairi or In 
lar9ttr 9roup1 but sooner or l•ter •lmost e•ory man found him· 
ulf alone wit!. his lhou9hh . (Seo Jlory below). 

LODG THE RAIL 
CONSIDER THE FUTURE AS 

ANOTHER LONG DAY ENDS 

Of the thousand ond one ways the men passed the 33 doys ond the 7, 180 miles between 
California and their initial staging destination, none compared with the wistful dreaming 
done along the ship's roil. 

In daytime, staring out into the vast panorama of sea and sky, and at night, viewing the 
rhinestone sky and ebony sea, studded with millions of t iny, phosphorescent jewels, men 
would pause and think. 

They would see themselves, caught up in the maelstrom of a global war, being whisked 
away from family, wife or sweetheart, plunged into the Indefinite, unable to turn bock and 
powerless to foresee what the future held. 

Only the rushing swish of the somber ocean mode reply. • 

"'HAIRCUT, MISTER?" " Woory Wllllo" Wiiiiams. Hulohurst, Georgia, ono 
of fflr10 battalion tonsorlal ortlsh, 9lvo1 Lt. Comdr. Edward A. Flynn, 
Clevtland

1 
ori9lnal 87th "uoc", a spino·lin91in9 halr·lrlm at <oa. Opon· 

1lr 1hop aid i1nd·offlco builneu. 

BUSINESS AS USUAL 8olt1llon odmlnlstr•tive units continued to function 
aboard ahlp. Hero, a somi...,nnuol MA9 renew1I is bein9 executed by ono 
of the 87th crow os Yeomen 8111 Hemp, Tom Peiffer and Jack Knowles 
see tht lob well done. 



HEAR YE! HEAR YE! Nop· 
tunus Ru, Rul., of the Ri19in9 
Moin, and hi1 Royol Bride pre· 
side ovor hilarious. toil .. worm .. 
ing session of Royol Court 01 

the WENTLEY crones the 
Equotor on S September. Most 
unworthy " Pollrwo9" ( left ) 
bends to kiu Royal l•by's 
h.>iry belly ts • Royal P•ddler 
begin• to loy the wood on the 
victim's already sc<1rlet po1-
ferior. Royal S.rben (ri9hf, 
in white iackeh) ow•il hep· 
Ian Pollywo9 to •dmlnhttr 
free equatorial sc•lpin9. 

87TH BECOmES SHELLBACH BATTALIOn AT EQUATOR 
An ominous ionsenoa swopt ovor tho bored men os Dovy Janos 

ond his •ollidinq pirotes boerdod tho S.S. ROBIN WENTLEY ol sun· 
sot tho d'y bofore tho 871h Sooboes crossed the Equofor in lho foll 
of 19"'3. 

Tho WENTLEY's coptain surrendered unconditionolly to this mosl 
worthy omissory of Fothor Noptuno, end Dovy immodiatoly piped 
tho ottonlion ol oil hands ovor tho PA syslom. 

Londlubbors oboord qvokod in I hGir boots as the booming volco 
of Davy (Chief Emil Schoonko) wos woftod throughout this cloon­
bu t dofinitoly unhappy-ship! Evon to tho lower 'twoon docks, tho 
doop. gul lorol fonos of Dovy's voico ponetroted, rousinq tho motos 
with his blood-curdling mouago of fire and brimstone. 

Tho distingi.ishe tl eminory doclorod in no uncerfoin terms thol 
tho ship wos now ontoring tho hollowed domoin of Noptunus Re•. 
Sovoroiqn Ruler King of Kinqs, Undisputed Moster of Sky, Wind 
and Weter, Flesh, Fish or Fowl, Both Eost ond Wost. in Lotilude 
00000 Doqroos. 

He then summoned ell "Shollbods' to report o' once to his quer­
lors emidships, ond instructed oll others in ihe loy of tho fond. 
"Pollywoqs,' lormor lendlubbers of tho butcher, baker ond cendlo. 
slick me~or verioty, wore lo eppoar before His Mo jesly's Court tho 
followinq doy end oxplein thoir blesphomous trespossinq of his socrod 
sco. 

All Shollboc;h were immedietoy prossed into service ofter they hod 
furni,hod irrofutoblo proof of havinq previously crossod "Tho Lino." 

During tho lonq evening, males who offended by rudo romarks or 
improper oc;tion' in tho prosenco of Neptune's omissories wero houled 
into tho Inner Sanctum of tho midshipshouse ond given o short induc· 
lion coromcny lo tooc;h thorn tho proper oltitude in the presence of 
royolty. 

Morcolino ("Bobo") Escobedo, omong mony, returned thorofrom 
a ch1uloned m~n-minu~ hoir end in its ploce o liberel cootinq of 
potaulum porm1inqonolo. Tho motos woro tremendously improuod by 
wh1.t lhoy sc'lw. 

Tho timid Pollywogs squirmed in their conv11s hido-ouh 11nd made 
lhomsolvos ns inconsi;- lcious 1u possible. Thoy olso foll longingly of 
lhoir profu~o locks ond lriod lo got some sleep before tomorrow's 
looming ordoel. 

Boforo tho night wes ovor, however, o number of officers end chioh 
woro qivon o thorough processing to seo if they wero fit to servo 
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on the Misery Lint"" no•t doy. The well lnown doputy from Emporia, 
Konsas. Chief Gomor Rolph, ( 'Hopolong Cossiry" ) Jones, ond his 
Oklehomo Mdokid, Chief Owon ("Awful") Lowson, wore givon somo 
reolly speciol froolmenl. Howovor. this pair more !hon mode up for 
it tho following dey os mony on unsuspeclinq moto loornod lo his 
sorrow. 

Such siqhts the 871h hod never seen before or sinco. Hooding tho 
oll·slor cost in "Tho Pollywoq Poreda" were Ensign Col. Winto" nnd 
Chiof Poul ("Lislor-Bog") Voter, both atti red in infont opparol ond 
wcarinq lho cutosl beby cops. Tho motes rolled in tho oisles! 

Next doy, S Soplombor Dovy tind his swoshbuckling piroto, escorted 
Father N!.!plune end his troin to tho throne room etop Holch No. "\. 

The uniform of tho doy wes skivvy shorts os tho Royol Shariff ond 
his motley deputies broke out oll Pollywogs under hatches end tho 
long. hilorious c;ourt sonion boqon. Neptune s police wore liko ell 
pclico sinc;o time immomoriol-thoy t.:sed rheir clubs with tho greot­
ost onlhusiosm. 

Eoch monjock wos tried individuolly-ond feirly!I From Comdr. 
Robert Eoslerly to Soomon George Filcmio. their offenses wore loudly 
proclaimed by tho Royol Scribes. After an e•ominolion by tho Royal 
Doctor, lhe "just" sentence of ''Guilty!!" wos invariobly pronounced 
by tho Royol Judge. Thon, the cringing Pollywog wes token in low 
by the Royel Bodyquord, Bos'n's Mete fTonk Rychlot end lad post 
numerous ollondonts ond flunkies whc;re tho impo;od sentonc;o was 
c;oriod out in full moosuro. 

Tho Royol Paddlers thon took lhe swootinq Pol ywoqs in hond ond 
loid lo with the venomous embition lo beat alt 1roco~ of ti.a lendlub· 
ber from thoir smorling posteriors. 

Tho woils hod little offoct on tho octivi1ies of · ho Royo Borbor. 
Chief William J. ("Sully") Sullivon, os he disponsod "free" ho;,. 
c;uh in full, cloon swipos of the clippers. 

Somo of the molos wore privileqod lo kiss tho Royol Boby's hairy 
bolly before boinq touod into tho convos tonk lo the Royol Boors-11 
playful group whoso m11in inf.,rest wos lo hondlo tho motos in such 
o monn(lr thot lhoy would be thoroughly deonsod with soo·wolor, both 
inside ond out. 

Fire hosos, squlrtinq powerful streams of sail wolor, complolod lho 
rinsing process ond tho bewildered iniliote, now cleonsod of oll sin' 
of o londlubber, found himsolf o fit subject of Noplunus Rox--.i 
thorough, soe goinq Solt, at lest!! 



WHAT PRICE GLORY7 Flul dtO• of Ille bolsterou' 
Shellb1d initO.tlon was the ftee· fot·•ll dun•lno of lhe 
bewlldtt•d Pollywo9 Into the Wll·w•tor t1 nk by lhe 
rou9h .. nd·tumble Royal e .. ". Dunkln9 continued unlll 
lhe confuwd vlclim yelted 0 'Shellblckl" thrtt times 1., 

r1pld succeulon. Only then would the lnltl•le be freed 
ind pronounced • qu11lfied Sbtllblc•, The nev .... ttr· 
u" (If 1ble! be9•• immedi1l1ly lo 1ulJ1 with lndoctrln· 
1lin9 his sh pm1lu still runnin9 lhe O'"nllet for their 
b1plhm ol lire. 

ANYTHING ELSE, FCllOWS717 Sll9hlly bewildered, 
John W. Golhch4111 (bolh um1 .. iended) emet911 from 
the 11lly "drln•.. • lull-fledo•d Shellb1ck but un· 
whely ash hh erslwhlle "tormenlon " If petc~lnct they 
have o .. rloo .. d 1ny form of mtdlevel tor'lurt . M .. n. 

while, lhe relonlleu ltoy1I a.in continue lo dunk pro­
lt1lin9 Pollywo91 Hirt mtd (rioht) Chiefs Gom., R•lph 
Jon•• ind ltd M1rlonlh1I (lower lefl) tre on •1t9e 
of turnln9 1hlp'1 hl9h·prtuut1 hoH on Shellbtck Goll· 
\Chill by wty ol a ory 11lly tetorl. 



SHELLBACHS SHOW ''GOLD BRAID'' POLLVWOGS no mERC~ 

ROYAL SHERIFF. Flauntin9 hu91 star of auihorily and actinq on secret 
orderi d irect from Neptunus hx, Royal Sheriff and motley deputies de­
part from Royal Court In Harch of "Gold Braid" Pollywogs. The long· 
deferred hour of reckonln9 Is al hand . 

"THE OLD MAN." Nol even the Skipper escapes tire Shellback dragnet 
H veter•~• comb the WENTLEY from bow lo stern for high-ranking vie· 
llmt H the Initiation ""hes lit ttnllh. Here, Poltywog Robert Easterly, 
orl9lnal 17th OlnC, takes the hurdtu as: (left) he prepares to kiss the 

A HOUSE DIVIDED. h9or Royal Bean attempt lo snatch Ll.(19) Louis 
D. Spaw, ~r.. Houlton, Tt1as, from Royal Barben even before scissor· 
happy tontorlal arthh can finish dlspollln9 youn9 B71h officer's n .. lly· 
9roomtd loch. 

"GUILTY OR GUILTY?" First officer apprehended by the sHrch party 
Is Pollywo9 Edwltd A. Flynn, 871h's second in command, who pttm•· 
lurely smiles as 9l11ful Royal Scribes utoll formidable list of outlandhh 
chu9u a9alnst the "euc" before the fireworks commence. 

Royal Bride'• "und lmpled" knee; (center) bends to osculate the bHm· 
ln9 Royal Baby's unlnvllln9 belly; (rl9ht) part• company with hair ha can 
Ill afford lo loso al hands of v1n9eful Rc:yal Barbers. 

AT THE VORTEX. Hiiarious enlisted Shellbacks turn powerful ship's hose 
(more wit waler) on 9roup of b.lltallon officers as " The Braid" fttt dunk· 
ln9 lank al end of initiation ceremony. Malts roar unanimous approval 
alon9 1ldtllntL 



O~SIGNEO FOR FRA MING. Arrlvln9 •I Iha initi•I sta9in9 d .. lln•· 
tlon

1 
•II honds were presented with orna to, tropiea l..:olored Shell. 

bacl certlflce tes. Reproduced ebove Is the certificate of "Sam 
Soll", SHmon, Socond Cieu, • fldltlous mole, who is the prolo· 

type of •II worthy Shellbocks in the Pacific. lhoso •llrad ively let. 
tered documonh, duly sl9ned by Neplunus Rn , Ruler of the Raq inq 
Main, ond O••y Jones, Hh Majesty's Scribe, became bona fide 
proof ol ho•ln9 croued "lhe Line" with oil appropriate cer• · 
monies. 

''CROSSlnG THE LI n E ' ' OLD AS THE SEA 
The uproorish ceremonies of "Crossing the Line" are of 

such ancient vintage that their source is-for all practical 
purposes-lost. Therefore, the ritual may well be as old as 
the Seven Seas. 

According to history, vessels of all nations-whether 
sailing 1n the worm Mediterranean or in the frosty North 
Atlantic-held certain ceremonies when they sailed over a 
~rticulor lotitude. And even to this day, ships of all na­
tions still have one ritual in common when crossinq the 
Equotor, Lotitude 00000, the mythical home of Father 
Neptune, Sovereign Ruler of All Seas. 

No one hos presented concrete evidence, as yet, but 
savants consider it logical to assume that these ancient 
ri tuals on salt water were, at first, religious rites. then me­
dieval testing of human coura9e or initiation into hardy 
seamanship. and finally, as today, an uproarish party to 
break the unrelieved monotony of a long voyage. 

One thing is certain: the enticipafion, the terrible pun. 
ishment~ imagined, the wholesome fun experienced and 
the memories stored away make this day an outstanding 
one forever. 

And the certificates received as proof of having crossed 
the Equator become documents of priceless sentimental 
value. 

Tney not only prove the owners have soiled "deep water," 
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but it also distinguishes them from their less fortunate 
"shallow water" fellowmen who have not had the oppor­
tunity of "Crossing the Line." 

And thus it was with the 87th. 

U t:ll:\'I' OIUHllt (ff TIU~ DEEP 
fH IS 15 •o C(RTIFY THAT 

J$an:\ %alr. ~~c 
WAS DULY IHI r!•T'-0 IHTO THE SOLE MN M YSTIRll & OF THI 

ANC I ENT ORCE R O F THE DEEP 

HA\/1140 CROS.&(0 THC '0U ATO~ O N BOAiO n n 

·:•s7p: "~~~~LO!~?t~$B 
UOUNO FOR SOUTH P ACIFIC 

:'\I I'll ~'}5 l~!X 
;j.()..UJIA~ 
II 1/1 ,., lit. lltt1111u:1 .lJ. 4li 

PROOf-. Reproduced above (•9•in In favor of ' 'Som Solt") is the official 
Shellbod membersklp urd. C.rrl•d by oll worthy Shellbocks, this card Is es· 
peclolly valuoble In 1eC1ouln9 tho Equotor. Lockin9 this proof, • Hcond In· 
ltlotlon would be lnevlteble. 
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87TH REACHES noumEA I n 1 7 DAYS 

"DON'T FENCE ME IN." Now Caledonia was a most welcome 
sl11ht on 14 Stptomber alter 17 routine days at sea . Ocean·weory 
motos ore shown unloadlnQ from tho WENTLEY onto hu9e pontoon 
barQll for a shore pa rty at SHANGRl· LA TERRACE. Hero, the 

FIRST LAP COMPLETED. The WENTLEY slowly noses into Noumu's ulm 
outer horbor before anchorlnQ. All honds crowd ship's rail for ucier first 
9llmp11 of New Coledonlo's plctur11que capital. This panoramic •11w was 
tahn from the mldshlpshouse. 
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stu rdy tronsport ruled lrom Its maiden voya9e as a troopship for 
12 doys Jn the \"tll·protected Noumea harbor before the 87th 
finally received Its sto11Jn9 orders. 

SHIP TO SHORE. Battalion 1i9nalmen are shown S'tnd in9 o blinker mil· 
stQe to • 1hore tnstellalion as the WENTLEY lays o•er. SJ11nalm1n Third 
Clan Rolph M. Ormsby (ri9ht) controls blinker. Ship's sl9nal RtQS ore In 
opon 11ur locker behind 11roup. 



"OH, GIVE ME LAND, LOTS OF LAND •• . " First 871h 9roup to 
pay visit to le9endary SHANGRl-LA TERRACE crosses Seabeo 0 bulll 
foolbrld90 across ocoan Inlet en route lo popular Navy Play· 
ground. Chief Commissary Steward "Jack" Smellter. Dos Molnos, 

lowo. examines si9n pointing toward recreation area as shipmalu 
hurry past. Block native shepherds, atfondlng 9razlng flocks along 
slopo of nurby hills. are first lorol9n1rs mo1t mate1 have •••• 
ouhlde the Slates. 

DEW CALEDODIA IS BATTALIOO'S FIRST FOREIGn LADD 
Noumea, tho l111y, colorful copilol or Froo French New Cafodonio, 

wos tho first port of call for tho wor-bound 87th Seobees. 
Roil space, more so than ever, w~s nt o promium os the seo-weory 

B7th struggled for o better view of bustling Noumoo horbor with ih 
inlricolo mililory inslollotions. Tho onehor wos scarcely lout before 
S•ipper Eoslcrly ond oides were oo route oshoro lo leorn the destiny 
of tho ouHit. It wos 14 September 1943. 

Moonwhilo, there was nothing for tho mon lo do oboord ship except 
ropeot tho monotonous f)<'ttom of the previous 17 days of sea. The 
blistering hoot from the semi-tropicol tun immediolely become a mo; 
10• problom. All hands sweltered from a lod of sco-breeze and tho 
n~or-blinding refledions of fhc sun from the iron clods. 

The first day was singularly unov 'lntful. Tho monotony, however. 
WA\ momonlorily relieved by the orrivol of Noumea's port director. 
who wolcomed the WENTLEY ond hor porspiring human corgo lo 
Now Colodonio. 

Tho first shore porty for Shongri·lo Torroco, the Navy's fomod 
Coro! Soo ployground. was hurriodly formed the next doy and shoved 
off omid record confo$ion. 

Accumulo ted mail was token oshoro 11nd bottelion moilmen evont­
uolly rolurnod with the first letters received overseas. Jubilonl one 
moment, the men were equally croslfallon the ned when ii was 
laorned there wos no 'llOil from home-only o few inter-island fellers 
from GI friends in the South Pacific. 

Suddenly, the battalion become souvenir-conscious. Everyone went 
~11-oul for eny kind of momenlo to moil homo. An urgent call swept 
tho ship for those with o speaking knowledge of French. Soon Chief 
Ono J. Ooroc,h~ end Ro~oi,~o (''Fronc,~y•· ) Terroux were en route lo 
Noum11a 1U ofl1c111I souvonrr procuron. 

This loom roturnod loodod with such items os Fro,.ch coins, post 
cord f, picture folders, silk hondkorchiofs, etc. Tho "cache" was ro · 
lionod through Ship's Store. but domond so exceeded supply that od· 
dilionol o~cursions were promptly orderod. 

Tho bottolion's corgo ship, the COMET, carrying four officers, 
twolvo anlisted men ond "Tippy," orrivod. Meanwhile. oll honds wore 
p0id o fl&t $5.00 to boost morole. II wos o greol sub-score tale tho 
COMET gong related when they lo•ied over for pey. 
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With the officers and chiefs going oshore virtually every doy, tho 
mole$ begon lo clamor for a visit lo "The Enchanted City." Evontu. 
ally, inspection pariios wore arranged that look sizeable groups into 
Noumeo ond out omong tho vorious Seiibee bottolions encomped 
neor the city. 

Others sow the sigMs os membors of tho touri,.9 87th militory bend, 
which played three well-rocoivod engogemonts. The Malorie Control 
group got ashore by ottending o specially school. Finolly. in sheer 
desperolion, oil hands who had otherwise missed, bogan soaking o 
berth on Ensign R. J. Seugling's daily gorboge-disposal detail which 
passed through the fobulous city twice eoc:h clay. Never before or 
since hod this odorous job been held in such esteem! 

Those who got into Noumea found on amozing melting pot of oil 
nelionolities, dirty end almost unbelievobfy crowded wifh lhe service­
men of oll Allied notions, nativo Konokes, immigrant Javanese and 
assorted Orienlols. One trip, os a rule, was sufficient! 

Soon, unre'iovod monotony sci in aboard ship es Shangri·lo Torroco 
became less appealing and tho inspection trips were pormonently 
cancolled due lo one men's quostionoble conduct in town. Tho bored. 
restless men fished ond wotchod possing ships from lho roil by doy 
and go1ed in starry-eyed disbelief ot Noumeo's brillionlly-lighted sky· 
lino f11r into the night. This ell-out illumi,.ation wos in stark controsl 
lo West Coesl regulations. Not oven passing boltlewcsgons or ccsr­
riers jampecked with warplanes stirred the men lo any noticeable 
eden!. The harbor was liler111ly a maze of ell types of wanhips, ell 
awaiting convoy orders for lhe raging Solomons. 

Suddenly. wiihout waminq, everything seemed to happen. Comdrs. 
Easterly ond Darron, the unit skippers, left Noumeo by plane for the 
ini tial destinotion. The clilch·dir.ger, "Old Faithful,.. was hoisted 
aboard ond the otherwise indifroront men correc:lly envisionod slit 
lrenchos and foxholes just ohead. All honds were ordered lo com· 
menco toking the repulsivo, yoflow atobrine tablets ofter their meals. 
And when the Molorio Control boys begon leciuring in eoc:h hold, 
everyone knew it wos to be the Solomons! 

On tho twelfth doy in harbor. 26 Sepiomber, just as mony were 
boginning to suspect tho outfit might spend most of tho wer in Now 
Caledonia, lhe anchor was weighed, the great engines quickened their 
tempo ond tho S.S. ROBIN WENTLEY joined up with o c.onvoy 
bristling with armed might ond hooded for trouble. 



m ATES FROLIC AT 

SCENIC PAUSE. The men found walkin9 over hilly torrain an exhaustln9 
ordul after 17 days of lnadMty at sea. Herel ad•ance 9roup catches quick 
br .. th to marvel •I •Y•·fillln9 sc:'anery after on9 cli'l\b before proceeding 
to lhe play91ound proper. 

INTERNATIONAL PASTIME. Quickly tiring of baffling ocean breakers, 
1wlmmen switch to the lnevltablo baseball 9ames played on diamonds laid 
out bT Noum ... b.,cd Sub .. s. l ite outcome of these impromptu conlesh 
was o llllle significance. The ••••else wu the thing. 

RED HOTSI lalt•llon cooks uhlbll .,mfuls of kln9-sl1e hot dogs they are 
preparln9 lo serve hun9ry shore party followln9 several hours of intensl· 
fled recrutlon. left lo rl9hl: Johnny Miiier, John ("Boston") lane and 
Fr•nk Goodrich, Jr. 

SHADGRl-LA TERRAC I 

THE OLD SHELL GAME. Lt.(i9) l. D. Spaw. Jr. and lieut. W. C. 
Reilly (left) and two unidentified males 1earch for seashells w .. hed ashore 
alon9 SHANGRl. l.A's lnloreslin9 Coral Sea beaches. Here, lhe men linl 
learned of lroplcal caleyes. 

WHALE BONE. Everelt Co•ey (loft) and Eu9one Brown obll9ln9ly display 
a mammoth whalebone they have found along a hidden buch. C0"9y poinh 
out a mort unusual colored line near center of trophy as Brown 91opH 
for •n e•planatlon. 

CHOW DOWNI General view of 1pedal mHs a1ea al well·planud Navy 
play9round shows starved males wolfing picnic chow brou'ilhl .. hore from 
transport. The usual ~how·llne aulo:natically forms (left) benealh shade of 
eucalyptus trees naar thatched huts. 
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"PREPARE FOR ACTIONJ" 8ulglng with Irreplaceable car90 and hi9hly· 
skilled personnel, the WENTLEY Is well protected by warships throu9h the 
Coral See upon headln9 lor final dtslinatlon. A regular 871h 9un crew un· 
llmben e 20-mm. wHpon-"fusl ln cu•I" 

3 3 - DAY UOYAGE 

THE DESTINATION! More than a month alter leaving Port Hueneme, the 
weary, lend·hun9ry 871h finally 9ate with mixed emotions upon their initial 
dtstlnotlor>-recenlly Jtp·bluled 8anlka Island of the Russells 9roup (8r11· 
hh Southern Solomons) . The apparently endless journey suddenly terml · 
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JAP MENACE. M'tmbers ol still another battalion 9un crew lune up for 
possible brush•t with a crafty enemy as the transport penetrates dHper Into 
tho Jap. lnlested Solomons. John ("Dutch") Diett (left) and lister Herrell 
(rl9hl) lake baltle datlons. 

E D D S A T BADIHA 

noted on a qultl Thursdoy alternoon (30 September). Battalion engineers 
esllmalod the hel9ht ol the low·lyln9 mountain ran9e al 1,000 leet and the 
towerln9 cloud. bank t i betwun 6,000 and 7,000 feel. The IOO·mile sea voy· 
a9e lrom Guedalca•al lo lanlka had been made in a few hours . 



SOUTHERN SOLOMONS 
(A B.inika Water Color) 
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CAPITOL HILL. Tho 87th Administration area, complete with post office 
(eirtrem• rlqht). reposes p11c1fully In this shady coconut grove. From these 
tents all orders and directivu W'atl Issued during the hectic days of the 
battallon'1 Hrst sta9in9 operation. 

STUDY IN BROWN, The lnterestin9 n1tlv11 of Pavuvu Island, just acrou 
from Banlka, would seldom pose for the camera without some form of 
t1mun1tallo•. Besides a love of " foldln9 money" and trinkats, they were 
noted lo• an ulremely hlqh birthrate. 

SUNDAY. Chaplain Ernest T. Marble, orlqlnal 87th "padre," conducts serv. 
leu In the slwld1 of the palms. Tarps stretched between treet form flimsy 
shelter for chapel , Wor1hlpp1t1 u11 coconut 1091 for seats. Ueut. Estill 
Sparks (left background) medllat11. 

SCRUB DOWN FORE ANO AFT. Chief Yeomen Herman Pack, Lauren 
Merriam and afu Gel~ take advantage of a tropical downpour lo wash up 
and cool off. GI buckets placed strate<Jically around the tent catch the 
precious fluid for future u11. 

" WET CANTEEN." J1mes 8. Austin Jr, 1mil11 appro•lnqlr as his r.•t 
parak .. t, "Shorty," knocks off for "lhe pause that t1fr11h11.' This co or· 
ful bird became quite lam•, accompanyin9 Iha b.lt41lon lo Stlrlln9, and 
was lat~r killed, 

ALL CLEAR. Phermocht M1lu Fred Colby and Gaylord Hold remove a 
"patient," Archie (" Red'') Reynolds, from roomy Sick lay du9oul 1ll1t • 
slmulaled a ir al1r1. Thia durdy shelter, built lo accommodale 16 beds, wu 
11lnforced by hH•y timbers and aandba9s. 



CLEAN 'EM UPI One of th. m .. y problem• confrontln9 the fled9· 
ltn9 87th durln9 Its Hrly st•9ln9 period on Benik• wu the ne· 
cesslty of keep1n9 mess 9ur clean. Leck of proper slerlliutlon 
ceuHd m•ny unnecess•ry cHes of dysentery. To offset this condition, 

bltcksmlths and welders displ•yed typical in9enuity In convertln9 SS. 
9allon drums Into hot "'•ler w• shin9 tubs. Later battalion mess h•lh 
h•d built-in sculleries, Above, men stand in the lon9 line to wuh 
9ur for nHt mHI . 

BATTALIOD STAGES AT BADIHA FOR IDUASIOD 
/'Is fho selling sun slid behind the woodod mountains of Pavuvu, 

tho mon abo;ird tho WENTLEY wore confident there would be no 
beochhood on Boniko that night. To thoir chogrin, however. a noel 
of LCMs chugged alongsido ond all honds woro ordered to clombor 
oboord-goor ood all. Tho loadod WENTLEY opporontly offered loo 
good 11 Iorgo! for roving Jop bombers. 

Ashoro, of last, !ho men felt their woy gingorly along tho pitch· 
block rood, A haovy scent of lush tropical vegotoiion surroundod 
them. Thoy woro finally in !he hoar! of !ho fobled Solomons I 

The long li no of burdonod men wore led off tho main road info 
o huge coconut plonlalion. This was the bivouac area. Coconuts 
strewn ovor lho grassy plof provided supper that night ond dysentery 
in the morning, Wild cows wondered through tho oreo all night, 
µoroloeh scrooched ond loads hoppod from body to body. Con· 
soquently no ono slept. 

Tho first morning oshore featured K rations for breoHasl. This was 
tho beginning of a long series of rations-some hot, some cold-all 
t1Quolly unpolotoblo. 

Unlooding of the WENTLEY bogon immodiotely and continued 
oround tho clock. As lho lone dock was occupied, tho lransporl re­
mained in mid-stream and wos laboriously unloaded with pontoon 
borgcu. Tho firs! night ashore hod omphasizod the previously unsuspec· 
led virtues of life oboord ship ond oll who could slept and ate there. 

Tho COMET orrivod on schedule with tho bulk of the equipment 
and tho romoinder of tho men. Fortunotoly, she wos oble to tie up ol 
tho pior whero the rollin:;i stock wos unlooded, serviced ond put to 
.. orl immodiotoly. 

Ton doys ofter londing, tho moin comp oroo was completed. Tho 
sito wos noor tho end of tho bomber strip end overlooked piclur· 
esquo Renard Sound. Tho sol-up was strictly o temporory ono­
instollotions os mokoshiff os procticol. Sond provided o dock for the 
chow holl: lf.o mon's tonts wcro set on boro grass. 

For o month tropicol downpours provided the only bathing focili· 
tlas. The clirno to w.:is most opprossivo--hol, domp ond slill. All 
honds 1uHorod from hoo t·rosh. Flies infested tho comp by dey: 
mosquitoos look ovor ot night. Tho mosquito bor become every mon's 
bost friond. 

Tho dllching mochine pickod up ol Now Colodonia speedi ly dug fox· 
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holes ell over tho new comp a rea. Although aleris were frequent ond 
long, action wos so light thot the men soon discegordod tho siron en· 
tiroly ond ocquirod tho highly-dangerous hobit of sleeping through 
ovorylhing. 

Tho botlolion sol to work building o bedly-needed highway around 
Ronord Sound, thoroby goining first·hend knowledge of tho two rnein 
foeturos of Pacific construction-mud ond coral. 

Thon, 18 October brought nows thot aroused the enliro comp. 
Compony A and tho engineering unit of Hoodquorlers Compony hod 
boon ~uddonly oforlod, issued Marino combat gear ond woro being 
movod bod lo Guodolconol. The comp wos ogog with rumors ond 
spoculotion for weoks. 

The task of whipping tho romoining bulk of the boltolion into 
shape continued unoboted. To moke for o more flexible working unit 
in forward oreos, tho old company system wos jun\ed ond the 
bottalion wos 1001g.:inized into divisions occording to job speciolties. 

Soon tho men begon seorching lhe islond fo• omusement. The 3Sth 
Seeboes oporoted o movio: tho Marines would trade enythinq for 
covarolls: tho nolivos wonted only United States cosh for their cheop 
grass-skirts ond trinkols. Tho noorby airstrip from which MAG 2 t 
wos sonding its Venluro bombo" to soften up Vella LoVello, Mundo 
.ind Bougoinvillo for invasion wos o constont source of diversion. 

The newsworthy invasion report from Lieut. C. E. Turnbull, OinC 
of Compony A, to Comdr. Eoslerlv hod a sobering effect, yet it 
govo the mon a new foelinq of pride in their outfit. Tossono hod 
buried o pillbox ond a dozen Jops Ostmon wos missing in oclion. 
Bodine hod been severely wounded, food wos scorce and wooring 
opporel was bodly needed. The 87th, ot leos!, in porl, was finolly 
in tho thick of the fight. 

Whon word como to secure. rho mon woro ready. Throe LST • 
wore quickly loodod lo cepocity. A Thanksgiving dinnor of turloy 
provided o most welcome rospito from tho tasteless rations. 

A roor echelon of 50 men ond four officors--slated to shove off 
olong with tho /'ICORN 12 doys lotor-wos dockside to soo tho 
bulk of tho 87th do port. 

Al sunsM, on 26 Novombor, tho hoovy LST ramps wont up, tho 
"box·cors" bockod slowly out into tho slreom and tho convoy hoadod 
north from OUCH (opo:olion code nomo for Baniko) into tho gafh. 
oring dorkneu. 



STAGlnG AREA WAS conSTAnTLY CHAnGlnG SCEnE 

SWAMI' WATER. The 87th w4ler point was built on the edge of a dismal 
over9ro•n sw•mp, which conlra1ted slren9ely with the orderly rows ol 
troH on tho re1t of the island. Many noarby trees were being stron9led by 
cannibal vlnu. 

A PUBLIC HEAD. T~is plclurosquo odlflco, built by native labor, 11rv11 
•n elementary purpose In tho South Se ... Palms grow right to the water's 
td90 In thh scenic 9tm, which would suffice os a backdrop for • Dorothy 
Lamour opus. 

46 

CALL OF THE WILD. Gtno Ftdtrico, "The Mighty Atom," lmitttln9 lt9· 
tndory Tarzan, abandons his truck for a more thrilling ride. Usin9 • 1tout 

l'un9le vlnt, he 9th on unu1ual vitw of the gorg.-and the thrill of t 
lfttlmo. 

"OPEN WIDE, PLEASE" lieut. lawr~nce Pearlman, orl9lnol 87th dtntlst, 
works over Ltwoy lends, who bracu both foe! ogelnst 9ttr locker in 
anticipation of a fob In a seniotivt spot. ACORN 12 phtrmoclst molt, 
0 . H. Blanchard, ushh. 



ON TARGET. Vemon J1cob1on weld• on o s1tdlon of pontoon. SHbus 
li:d pvt pontoons lo many ln9e11ious uses, but none more unusual than thb ••lt. Upon complotlon, this one wi:I Hrvo 01 an oven for the bakers. 

MUD. Even 9ianl bulldoun sometimes bo9 down In troplc•I mire, Here, 
Tom Huhoa re1eue1 "Chet'' Wlostoski 111d hh duck 'dour from the muck. 
Hu<Jt fllls in 1w1mp mode thb road project o stiff provln9 9round for both 
mtn •~d equlpmer.I 

PONTOON BARGES. Anchored el Yellow Beach are five of the pontoon 
INlr9es usembled by Chief Norman Grier and uow which were oti9inolly 
Intend ed for the Vella loVelle Invasion. However, p(ans "'•ro ch•n9ed end 
they temithed al 8.lnit. for ship unloadl1>9 . 

OUTDOOR OVEN. The flnhhed oven is wo!I insulated with sendbo9s lo 
melntaln the hi9h temperature necauory in 9ood bolln9, Despite Its un· 
usueJ appearance, the ove11 succeufully provided the olw•r• hun9ry 871h 
with all .. ssential bruci el'd ca'•· 

KEEP ' EM ROLLING. The 17th Mol0t Pool kepi sloe\ rollin9 day and 
nl9ht. lic;ht..tuty m•chlnt shop (left) reveals all dolls full. Center, p.srhd 
truck. and jeeps ewoa attention. Equ1pmont had to be lh0tou9hly serviced 
after ll-day oc .. n voyo9e. 



HOMEMADE SHOWER. O•llr r•ln1 c•used many individual showen lo bo 
1recl1d. Thuo coMhlod of l•rps 1frolched between the free• and drums 
for tho 1tore91 c.f w•f•r. Ll.(19) " Biii" Hart makes use of •hower HI in 
hollow lr11 trunk. 

" QUICK HENRY. THE FLIT!" Barrett Sumrell , SK2c, maku tho rounds with 
Insect "ll•rs. ln1ld1 CPO Men, " Freddy" Vachon, SCk, hu jusl received 
his wHpon. At usu•I, files quicklr b~came a nuisanc.e, but constenl use of 
in11ctlcldo m•do life bear•ble. 

mAn UERSUS nATURE AmlD TROPICAL SPLE nDOR 

BREATHTAKING. T•<en from a spol hi9h above Banika's ordor:y plonla· 
lions thl1 swHpln9 panorama of land, sea and sky show• Sunlight Ch.nnol 
and Pevuvu Island. Tho dhtul mountains (back9round) are those of Guadal· 
Canel, 60 mlltt owoy. (T•hn wllh lnfr•·rtd film.) 
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THE LURE. From th 871h's c•mp, lookin9 acrou quiet Ronod Sound, wos 
often teen this Incomparable view of ni9htfall. 8oat-landln9 (conlor) was 
btohlve of actlvlly durl119 daylight hours. Beauly such as this, however, 
wu usually loll on homulck males. 



SHOVEL OPERATORS. To leavo comp perfectly clean, ''shovel oper.ttors" 
level off tent docks constructed of lo9s and coral. Left to right: Charlie 
Suoi•nen, Carl Knudstn, Leo Oakley, Robert Bowman, Alexander Cudney 
and Chaplain Ernest Morblo, 

CAlSKINNER. J . B. McLella.d bods his loaded c.rryoll through tho 
Y•Wning doou of LST 343. Heavy cquipmonf wont on lho well deck while 
lrucls ~nd jeeps were parked top•ide. Fronk Kehr (lelt fore9round) 'calmly 
rtad1 "Superman." 

PAPER-l;ATER. "Ginny," owned bv Archie (" Red") Reynold•, dou her part 
in the camp clean-up. This goal was one of three captured and taken lo 
Slirlln9. "Ginny" later ale map in Comdr. Easlerly's office and was de· 
ported lo Mono. 

STANDING BY. Motos wait for truclts desl9nat1d to tran•port them dock­
side. Pocked bags and oiled pieces may be Hen evarywhere. Rulhin9 tho 
goln9 "Up Front" would be tough, lhe men wore nevertheless onxious lo 
leovo Benl~e behind. 

TIME OUT. A lull in the loading occun and men flop wearily. Lockers, 
their own bags and even fuel drum• serve OS temporary seals. GI buckets 
seen In many of lhue shoh aro slrktly a trademark of Seabtu movln9 
up lo forward areas. 



THREE OF A KIND. LSTJ with doo" °/'n wtlt for their load of men 
and m•l•rl•l1. Truck In c tnltr i1 flltt with ch•ins in c•st of muddy 
btachhud. LST JH lc1nl1r) btctmt known u scrappiut ship of 111 clan 
in Iha South Pttiflc 

FINAL PLANS. Comdr, e.1tarly and Lieut. Berlrall H .. nin9 (barthudcdl 
rl9ht of l .. P) conftr with LST officers. Quonset warehouses and broao 
hha~•ay1 .,, ••ldance of lanlu 's amazln9 9rowth as an advanced bt11 
durln9 batltlion's "'.,.month stay. 

SHOUIDG OFF FOR ''ISLADD H'' 



R U s s E L L s T 0 

DAMN THE TORPEDOES, FULL SPEED AHEAD! The throe con· 
voyed LST1, undor full spttd1 continue north throu9h the Coral 
Soo toward tho Truaury hlancu. Mornln9 of the second day, men 
ort b19JnnJn9 to .tlr In anticipation of chow, Comdr. Easterly 

T R E A s u R I 

Cbarehuded, oxtremt left) maku hurried In spection of vesul, check· 
ln9 condition of men and equipment tfttr first ni9hl of voyage. 
Open artt In front of trucks ls platform elevator used on early LSTs. 
Lalor modeh featured ramp direct from lop deck. 

E 

RUGGED LST TRIP PREPARES OUTFIT FOR HARDSHIPS 
The loto oftornoon of 26 November 1943 found the moin body 

of tho 87th Seobees oboord threo LSTs in Boniko horbor owoiting 
dor~noss boforo shoving off for " lslond X." 

Tho moles modo themselves comforloble on dod. The hustle ond 
bustlo of tho post few doys mode tho men content to lounge ony· 
whote. Spoculotion os to tho ultimate desfinolion dominated tho 
conver$Olion. 

Li~o o windowshodo being pullod down, dorknoss came suddenly 
across tho boy. While mombors of tho roat echelon waved fond fare. 
wells tho LSTs bogon moving norlhward behind their tiny escorts. 

Al lost , tho bollolion wos on ih woy, but no one could be positive 
of tho objotlivo. Either Jop-crowdod Bougoinvillo or the seething 
Troosury Islands wos tho populor choico. Tho lotter wos favored bo· 
couso o sizooblo port of tho 87th was oltoody there. The lights of 
the Ruuolls lodod ond lolk bocome low ond scotlorod. 

Those LSTs wero dirty ond their crows know ii. Th& heads were 
clogged up, bunh wore block ond tho bulkhoods crusty with rust. 
Tho mon slept on deck under trucks, on vohides, in the cobs, ony· 
whore. Ro in squolls blow over the convoy both nights ot seo. Motes 
simply pulled ponchos over thoir hoods ond went bed to sleep. 

Two of thoso LSTs hod been in on the initial landings ot Mono o 
month oorlier. They hod olso boon in on tho fireworks ot Mundo. 
Rendovo ond Vollo LoVollo. Tho wor wos boci:>ming increasingly hord 
lo lollow. 

A gong of bottolion woldo" workod on on addition to 11 LST 
olovolor ond olso bui lt o romp lo lac llitoto the lotiding ond un­
loading of trucks. When both innovti llons worked le perfection, the 
1hip's crow smilod admiringly. 

An olorl os tho convoy lumborod post Vollo L0Vollt1 hod both crew 
and troops on odgo. Howovor, no t1ctio11 doveloped. The ti lert ended 
in 10 minutos ond the men crowlod topside for o personal inventory 
of the situotion. 

Slightly bolore down on 28 November, tho convoy suddenly ceosed 
oh forword motion. Moles, aroused by the unusual quiet, could barely 
molo out heodlonds looming high ond mysterious out of the dork 
"'olers oheod, Tho unnolurol quietness wos disconcerting I 

Cought in tho trough of on offshore swell, the clumsy ships roded 
from sido to side with o nousooting motion. Two 11uds looded higher 
thon tho others were obviously top-heavy on the open deck. Eoc:h swoy 
threotenod to throw them ovorboord or couse them to lose !hair loads. 

Tho o'ormod tro~ps scrombled for safer positions. Equipment 
c:rookod ond slroinod ogoinst ih bindings. Boholion riggers scurried 
about tho dock chocking choins end lashings ond tightening wherever 
necessary. Fortunately, tho swells groduolly subsided ond stomochs 
ond nerves rolurnod to normal. 

Groy down broke ond still tho mule silence of lond end waler per­
sisted. Tho men chocked pods, goor ond pieces for, ol leost, the tenth 
limo. Thon tho LSTs bogon moving slowly loword lond. 

Thore were two moin islands now clearly visible. Ono hod o huge 
gosh cul in the jungle, pointing like on orrow ot ihe heort of Jop· 
hold Bougoinvillo. It wos the lighter dirociion control thot Lieut. 
"Poto" Turn bull hod written oboul in his de toiled letter lo the Slipper. 

Tho mystery of tho bottol1on s ''Island X"' wes, ol lost, sol11ed-the10 
we-ro tho Troosury lslonds. Ono box-cor 'vrned left ond hooded for 
Mono: the others stoorod for Stirling. The LSTs hod covered tho 270 
milos from Boni\o to tho Treasuries in creditable time. 

By now it wos 0700. The ships wero moving in for o close-up viow. 
Thero wasn't much booch ond the jungle wos growing right down to 
tho woler's odgo. Vohicle operators cranked up their mochinos, rig 
qors roloxed turnbuckles socuring lho oquipmont lo tho ded ond oll 
honds stood ol tho roody. 

Without wtirning, !hero wos o groo l thud ond o bump. Tho clumsy 
ships hod ogoin modo crodltoblo londings despite limited beoch-spoc;o. 

Suddonly, tho now orrivols spotted thoir Compony A buddies oshoro. 
Tho quiol wos shotlored by joyous shouts of rounion. Most of tho 
"invodors" looked slightly pooked. 

Threo hours oftor landing, tho LSTs were ogein empty ond somo of 
tho odvonturors, still swooling in covorolls, were gotherod et o New 
Zoolond fiold conleon for o ipol of loo with friendly Now Zoolond 
invesion forces. 

Aqoin tho bollolion wos toqother ond roody for tho inovi\oblo fire· 
worh. 

s 



LOOKING FORW ARD. Escorts are lost on horlton as LSTs plod on. Tho 
dltchdiggtr, "Old Faithful" (right). whlch dug many seldom used lox· 
holH a l Banlka, stands by for more Important duty. Tarpaulin ri99ed upon 
bow provides shelter from roln and sun. 

LANDING DAY. Jun11ltd Mono Island looms dark and ominously quiet al 
th break·of·day landln9 on Slirfln11 across Blanche Harbor. Armed and 
helmeted men make flnal adlustments of pack and gear as they crowd 
ovory Inch of lop dock In readlnoo for quick landing and unloading once 

52 

FINAL SKULL SESSION. In a LST wardroom lieut. William L. Whyte, 
Jr., 1standln9 center)• In chor9e of camp conrlrudion, checks final delo lls 
with oflfcers and CrOs. Lt.(j9) Harold Hart (standing, loll) us19ned 
detafl• for unloadlng al destination. 

the flel bofly of tho LST sc,.pes the beach. Myriads of 20·mm. anti· 
olrcraft 11uns

1 
loodod end manned , are ready for instant action. All hands 

have survlvoo rough su trip. 



JUNGLE THEATRE 
{A Stirling Water Color) 



TREASURY ISLAnos 

THE In u As I 0 n 
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BATTLE STATIOOS AT FALAmAI BEACH, 27 OCTOBER 1943 

' ' OLD 399" h shown beached at Falamai Villa9e durin9. invasion of the 
Trouuriu on 27 October 1943. In lrtos (left of vllla9e) p1llbor episode oc· 
curred . Moblle 40s on deck of LST, manned by part of New Zealand land· 
Ing force, ougmont crow's enll·olrcreft defense. Jap mortat1, located on 

STIRLING LA NDIN G . A sluable group of Company A men under Cor· 
pontor Carl J . Mllcholl londod on Slirlin9 on D-day without Incident. 
Equipment comes off ot Purple Two Beach while mates, woarlnq steel hel · 
meh, stand by lo unlood fuel ond rotion•. Two 40-mm. 9uns (In bow of 

twin hllls (left beckground), resulted in many Allied casualties. This villaqe 
sheltered numerous Jop snipers, After their ertermination, 'do11rs moved In 
end leveled rickety shocks. 

I.ST) oro fully manned ond pointing skyward as "welcoming committee" 
for any wandering "Moetballon." Crone (rl9ht) hes just come off ramp, 
followod closely by 10-whul cargo truck loaded with water disllllallon 
unit, 



"BUSHWHACK " Company A bivouac area was set up a half· 
mile from tho unlo•dln9 beaches. Weary male< changed name lo 
" 8u1hwhack" aflor they had hacked al underbrush and vines lo 
dear •pace for llvln9 quarters. Moil paired off in two-man pup· 

tents, but 1ome con1trucfed 1 .. n·los (left) by lashing shelter halves 
and p~nchos lo9elher. Mud, d•mp clolhln9 •nd lowerir.9 trees that 
shut out 1unll9ht made thb mo1t depressln9, cheerless camp. Com· 
pany A lived htre ovtr a month. 

87TH BLOODED In TREASURY ISLAnDS 1nuAs1on 
Tho oloclrifying nows rocod through tho 87th's sroging comp on 

Bonlko. n WOS 18 Octobor 1913. Compony A <!Ind 6 port of Hood. 
quorters Compony were boing delochod from the bottalion ond 
moved bod to tho Conol. 

Tho dotoched unit consislod of 224 men <!Ind six officers with Lieut. 
Chorles E. Turnbull 01 OinC. Arriving ot Guodolconol, they joined sov· 
erol ossou!t componios of the 8th New Zeolond Brigode. 

On 26 October, tho combined forces dep6rted from Guedolconol 
for the Northern Solomons. The objective wos to neutrolize the T reos­
ur, lslonds group, 30 miles below Bougoinvillo. 

Tho ottoding force embor~ed in o fleet of eleven warships. They 
aoproochod Blonche Harbor botween Stirling end Mono before down 
on 27 Octobar. The fir1I indication meny hod of this being 1he reol 
t~ing wH th.- murderous barro90 from the cruise~ ond destroyers of 
T.n~ Fence 31 os thay blasted tho Falomoi beachheod vicinity. 

Hoary oer.o bombardment preceded rho fonding cnift. The wor­
ships poured more Ions of steel info mountoin-gun emplacements 
w~1le sMoll croft hooded shoreward. The retorting fleshes ashore 
9radu~ ly diminhhed one by one. Soon only Jop mortars end machine· 
cuns •omained lo \pr11y tho beech. 

,.., \OQn os tho \moll bo11ts hit tho inv11sion sector, New Ze11l11nd 
landing portios di1porsed into tho jun9lo. Pillboxes were quickly en· 
ci1c!od. Bayonets floshod. Cries ond 1Creoms intermingled with hond-
9ronod,, blo1h. Enomy mochino-gun chottor soon ceased altogether. 

Howovor tho Jop's ,pociolty-his doodly mortor-mode more end 
moro lroublo. Projoctiles pollornod tho booch with uncanny precision. 
Moro New Zo11l11nd $qu11ds disoppoorod into tho jungle. The rem11in· 
ing rnounloin·quns woro finolly pul out of ociion by tho incessenl 
shelling frorn olhhoro ships. Tho Jops wore soon forced lo retreot. 
~nomy morlot firo, howovor, conlinuod to bo doodiy accurate. Orio 

\hell londed diroctly on o pile of ommunition just unloaded. It was 
horo thu 87th suffered ih first cosuolty. Horbert Bodine, one of the 
bottolion 11rmorors, w11s seriously wounded ond burned by o noorby 
explosion. Hospitol corpsmen removed him, still unconscious, lo an 
unloodnd lST reody lo return to tho Conol. 

Another Jop mortM sholl ilruc:k tho food supplies being stodod 
01here. Sovorol moro exploded on tho dock of another LST. Tho 
boochod LSTs could not dopross their guns enough to beor on pill-
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boxes oshore, so Now Zeolond assoult troops ottacked whenever o 
hidden gun openod fire. Tho fury of tho pitched battle moved deopor 
into the junglo. It wos ot this point thot Aurelio Tossone, 87th bull­
dozer operator, vary offoctiveiy silenced on annoying pillbox thot wos 
homporing uniooding oporotions. 

Meanwhile, oquipmant continued pouring out of the LSTs. Rolling 
stock began corrying supplies oH the unprotec1ed beach area. Every· 
one soemad lo be corrying something ashore or moving somethinq 
further up tho norrow strip of sond. 

Ono 'dozer baqon ~noc:king o rood ou1 of the thid undergrowth. 
Others slortod cleoring spoce for perking equipment. A pit wos 
geshod in the solid coral for a di1ection finder. This trench was 90 
feet long, 9 feel doap ond I '4 leer wide. For some un~nown roason 
tho geors on the 'dozors oporoted by Som Rojolo ond Dowoy White 
refus"d lo function. With only hand tools ond o world of guu. 
Loonord Friedman rode unprotectea on the hoods ond ~ept tho big 
mechines on tho job. 

A LCM wes sonl around Mono with a bulldozer aboord. This cor 
riod Ensign John R. Bo11yer and crow. His special deioil hod been 
oboord tho te1t ship in tho ottoding force. They hod left the con· 
voy ol dewn ond strucl on tho opposite side of Mono. Their ouign· 
mcml wos ICI sat up vital rodor 11quipmonl oiop o high precipice ot 
Soonololu. Joo Conodo ond Grody Thompson performed o mastorful 
job on their do1ors os !hoy cut .i ro11d through solid jungle on o 
sharp 'IS·deqroe 1lopo. 

Edwin ( "Swodo") Ostmon was reported missing in action tho niqlit 
of 29 October ond wos novor found. Cloir Charles and ~oli Bob 
Hoyos. Jr. wore both slightly wounded by shropnol from Jop gro· 
nod•s. 

By 1un~o l of the initiol doy, Mono end Stirling ·wero definitoly in 
Allied honds. Remnonts of the Jop gorrison scotterod in tho jungle 
woro being hunlad down by New Zeolond potrols. Enemy oir octivity 
continued throughout Iha night, but ii was not too effective. 

The tired motes dug hasty slit trenches, set up pup-tents, ploced 
o guord ct every fo•hole ond attempted to cotch a bit of sleep. Ten 
doys later organized rosislonce wos declared ot on end. The Treas 
urios hod been wrested from tho enemy, bur To~yo still seemed in 
onothor world. 

-



An 87TH SEABEE AnD HIS BEST FRIEnD 

PALS. A shy, 1mllln9 llalian·Amllrican lad who was cast 10 
suddenly Into ti.. world •polli9hl. Aurelio ("Ray") Tu1on1, of 
Miiford, Mtu., rtsh In the Trea1ury jungle with his beloved 
cuine. The do9, • c~lblack cocker spaniel, wu left behind by 
J•p• on Mono. Plc~ed up by Tanont artd chrirltn•d " Dozer," 

THE PRINCIPALS. Two le1dln9 1clort in the .tirrin9 in•a•ion drama al 
Falemal llHch spruce up ond ha•• their pldure taken on the lamed D-8 
'dour. Aurelio Ttuone Is at the controls white Utul. Charlu E. Turnbull 
(holdln9 carbine) rides •Ide-saddle. 

lht two btceme ln,.p.,ablt. Jurl prior lo Tauone's de·ach· 
mtnl on t March 1944 for recall lo the Slatu, " Dozer" wu 
reported as "mlu ln9 In line of duty.'' A neighboring Stab•• 
oulfll was tll•t•d lo h••• "uqulred" him. (This pktvrt ap­
pears on P•9• of the s .. bu boo•. CAN DO.) 

llG MOMENT. Aurelio Tauone. "The 8ulldou1 Man," recei•a. Sll•tr Sltr 
Medtl lrom Con:dr. Earterly, 17th OinC. The s•ipper smites 11 ht pcoudly 
pins co•tftd decoration on his charge'• chut. (Thi• picture rtctl•td wide 
circulation In !ht Stales.) 



"EARTHmOUER'' ARTIST DEPICTS FAmED PILLBOH EPISODE 
, ., 

THE DEED. Koopf09 blade high so as not lo scoop dirt ahud of 
pillbox and ptrhop• \tall bulldozer, and also as a shield fn de· 
lloclln9 onomy llro, Tassone 1$ depicted rldln9 hl9h over tnomy 
forllflcallon just prior lo dropping blade a nd sm.uhin9 choice 

'•.t . ., 
'< -,· 

.. ~·· ..... -··­... ,.-· 

tar9et. lho Jorn found this a now angle In funqlo warfare. but not 
ono they could odmlre loo much. Tho "work-horse" of the Pacific 
had been con•orlod into a ·•war horso"-<11 least. for o day. 

·' 

... 

TASSOnE WIPES OUT JAP PILLBOH WITH BULLDOZER 
Fmm the T roosury Islands ollock hove como many stories of Seo. 

bco workmanship. Ona, obovo all. has bocomo o South Paciric log­
ond-o lone buUdozor operator hod wipod out o formidoble J11p 
gun omplocemf'nf! 

Folomoi wos tho principal nolive village on Mono lsond. Iorgos! of 
lh~ tiny Troosury group. lh that~hed huls hod been Jop hoadquorlors 
lint!! 1942. 

As Allied invasion forces worked fovorhhly lo consolidolo lhDir 
precarious positions immedielely ofter tho initial londings on 27 
October, cradling rifle firo Cl)me from pillboJos olong tho shore. 

Tho Japs ~od tho beoch "loped." MoMors from tho jungled hills 
overlooking Orange Booch laid o deodly potforn on and around tho 
unloading LSTs. Polonl Jap mountain piocos odded their quota el 
d"nth 111\d confusion lo tho crowded ond confused booch scene. 

Folomoi peninsuh1 w11s lhe moin initial objective of the Allied in­
.,Mion. l-lere, Uout. Charles E. Turnbull end his hordy bend of 871h 
Scoboes wont to wori with two D-8 bulldozers. 

Som Rejolo, Dewoy While and Aurelio Tassone ~epf lhc 'dornrs 
going continuously. loonord Friedman wos thore, loo. when any· 
thing wont wrong mochonicelly. 

Emplacements were quidly dug for slrologic pieces being un. 
loaded. However, ono 90-mm. gun hod boon in position only o fow 
minutes when Jep llrlillory completely demolished ii. 

Tho main body of Now Zeeland infantry hod immodiotely preued 
inlond io silence l~o enemy's heavier woepons. ihe inexperienced 
87th builders surprisingly found lhem~elves in tho hottest spot of tho 
entire beach ond right lhore they woro forcod lo remain and work 
while th~ bottle rogod. 

An hour 11flar the landings, a previously undotoclod Jop pillbo>.1 

npproaimotely 75 foot rrom tho LST bow doors, become alarmingly 
~clivo. Fire from this point become stronger ond sfronger, inflicl· 
ina cesuoltios en tho invading forces and seriously hampering op· 
orations. 

Aurelio Tossono, Fi e, cutting o rood through tho jungle to lho 
roor of Folomoi villoqo, spotted the onemy slrongpoint ond quic\ly 
sized up the situation. It was apparent !hot the unloading party wos 
dofonsehm jlS the LST guns could not be depressed enough lo bring 
tho pillbo~ under fire. 

Turning from his prosoic rood-building, T11s~ono threw his mochino 
in low geor ond bore down on the coconut· loggod bunker from the 
reor. Snipers from neorby huls concenfrotod on lho lone$ome figure 

atop the snorling 20-ton steel monsfor. Blodo roised as o shield, the 
donling lrocfor roorod on like its ormorod offspring, tho tenk. 

Lieut Turnbull and o few moles covered Tossone's wild chorge as 
best they could. pinning down lhe most ocfive sr>ipers. Al tho pro· 
cise moment. tho 87th operofor expertly dropped his blode and the 
pillbo~ collepsod. 

Methodicolly, as if he wore smoothing o rough spol i11 o road. 
Tdssone bladed edrlh over lhe wreckage. His mission wes oc­
complishod. 

Some time lelor, ofter the roer of battlo hod mo11ed further in­
lond. tho moss grovo was shoveflld opon. Twelve bodies end o large 
now gun wore exhumed. 

THE PILLBOX. Now Zoa tMd and Amorlcon ouault lroops inspect wrecked Jap 
f>lllbox on Fatomal Beach <:ltor Aurelio Touono had buriod 12 Nips with 20-lon 
doter. Site of hoa•y coconul logs ond olhor timbers otterl lo slrtn9th of 

enemy forlllicallon. 



WAR Enos PREmATURELY FOR THESE sons OF HEAUEI 
TRAPPED llATS. Two J•p r•ts, cau'lht in wilderness of Mono, are brought 
lo Stirlln9 by New le•l•nd MPs. 'Mutballer" with bandaged head and 
neck Is well o•er 6-loot t•ll-n unusual height for his race. Thue J•ps 
uolded ~trols for five weeks after in•asion, but were finally surprised 
and overpowored by natl••• as they dug in latter's gardens for tood. Aftor 

being 9rilled at Stirling, they were shipped back lo Guadalcanal and New 
C.ledonia for further quenioning and internment. The arrival of captured 
Japs in Stirling stockade was • highlight for all hands. The Jap's f1natical 
resi•ta nce I~ captura awakened a corresponding interest in watching their 
rt•cfion1 01 pri'°"ers,. 



THE STRIP 

STIRLIDG FIELD 



UNSUNG HEROES. Tho bo tlollon 9oh tho credit and the plummy rods 901 
lho blamo. Abovo, Konnolh Hon1ln9 , Chlel F. L. LeBao•on, Sammy Carlino, 
and "Swodo" Palmquist strlko o poso on tho center.lne of proposed Stirl­
ing Strip tho flrat doy-28 Novomb'or 1943. 

ANO THERE WAS LIGH T. Tho lun9le be9ins lo recede from the onslaughts 
of tho bl9 'do11n. lhln9s uo looking bolter u the boys break into their 
thomo son9, "Movo II Ovor." (This picture appears on Paga lX of CAN 
00, "rho Story of tho ~oobeos."J 

GLOWING IT OUT. Sle lworts llke this roqulred a little extra ponuosion. 
Thh 41·lnchor, which Is hold up by ler91 buttreuln9 roots, proved loo dif· 
ficult for th. 'dozen. A llttle "Can Oo" and a shot of dynamite finally 
did the trick. 

LET THERE BE LIGHTI This Isn't a night clearing scone. It was just !his 
dark whon the flnl bulldoier arrived on the centerline of Stirling Slrlp 
tho lint rnornln9 of clearing operations. Lights were soon lnstollod In 
tho vlr9ln lun9lo . 

ANO ':>AY IS DONE. The end ol the llrst day. An area ol 300 fut In 
width and 600 fut In lon9th has been roughed clear. A good, fasl start on 
o 9ood fu t fob-on lhe road lo Tokyo! However, tho 87th was lo build 
ma~y moro strips bolore V.J Oay. 

AFTER THE STORM. ' Oours, timber-cutters and blulin9 crows crulo a 
r .. 1 lan9lo. Chief los'n' s Malo Frank Rychlak and 9an9 are busy loadln9 
1091, usln9 cenl·hoob •nd a stirrup puller. 'Ootors then pushod rtmelnln9 
brtnches, stumps and foliage lo sldolinei. 



JUHGLE YIELDS 
STIRLIDG FIELD 

As the 87th Seabees and New Zealand assault troops hit 
the Treasury Islands beach that memorable 27 October, 
the prospects for an airfield on Mono or Stirling Islands 
seemed quite remote. 

The battalion's engineer reconnaissance group, attached 
lo Company A, was not scheduled to arrive for another I 0 
days, at which time possible sites for a fighter strip were to 
be investigated. Apparently, Treasury was on alternate site 
for a field planned in the T reasury-Bougoinville operation. 

Soon ofter the initial landings, however. it became increas­
ingly evident that tiny Stirling hod good possibilities as an 
air base such as flat terrain, workable coral, excellent water 
supply and good landing beaches. 

Therefore, the reconnaissance crew was ordered forward 
ahead of schedule, arriving from Guadalcanal the morning 
of I November (0-doy on Bougoinville), and on 5 Novem­
ber this group submitt~d o favorable report on the loca­
tion of a proposed fighter strip. 

A few days later, orders were received to make addi­
tional surveys and report location and size of a bomber 
field that could be built on Stirling. On the basis of this 
report, Bougainville bomber strip " W" was moved to Stirl­
ing. 

At 0800, 29 November, the first bulldozer was put to 
work clearing for the runway, and by nightfall the follow­
ing day, a heavily-timbered oreo-300 by 2.000 feet-had 
been cleared. Most of the heavy clearing was done by 
dozers. Hand-clearing and logging crews cut out much of 
the small growth, trimmed and sowed the larger trees, 
and hauled them to the nearby sawmill. 

After the clearing came the stripping. Over the coral 
forma tion that was the island, there was a blanket of about 
o foot of dark, humus soil, composed largely of vegetable 
matter in various stages of decay. Since this material was 
very unstable when wet, it hod to be completely removed 
and wasted before the grading of the underlying coral 
could commence. 

Not much of the coral required blasting. Most of it was 
soft enough to be broken up by rooters and the bulk of 
it could be moved by the pans without rooting. The cuts 
and fills were relatively light. Therefore, the rough-grading 
stages of the work proceeded rapidly. 

As the graders and rollors brought the surface to smooth 
finish. soft water was applied by sprinklers, causing the 
surface to set up like concrete. 

The tactical pion called for o usob'e 4,000-foot strip by 
10 January 1944. It was made ready the preceding Christ­
mas Day. A 6,000-foot bomber strip hod to be ready for 
operation by I February. It was in use 2 January. 

Taxiways, hardstands, warm-up aprons, repair areas, op­
erations towor, camps for aviation personnel and other 
field facilities assigned to the 87th were all completed well 
within tho time allotted. 

And after more urgent facilities hod been provided, the 
original strip was extended to o length of 7,000 feet. The 
jungle had been licked. The Jop was next! 
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HITCH-HIKERS. A "snatch-cat" tows o hu9e slump and carrlu a 
couplo of passen9on. The small tractors had been used previously to 
dr•9 lo9s out of tho rouc;ih and up to tho loading pits. It has bton 
rainlnc;i ac;iain! 

ANO THEY CARRIED THEM AWAY TO THE MILL. Lumber for pilot 
housinc;i was sowed from timber clearod from the Strip. Hero, Bos'n's 
Mato Me:edilh Waifs and crow load oLJI a few. A 'doter ditch occom· 
modatu tho trucks a nd ollmlntlos uphill pull. 

COME HELL OR HIGH WATER. tho 9an9 was In there pltchlnc;i. 
Froqu ont cloudbunls were a conlldoro ble inconvenience, but work 
con tinued lust tho same. That 9lum look on Clyde Pemberton' • loco 
Is probably tho rosult of • •ory damp " drill." 



SKIMMING OFF THE MUD. Before 9r•dlng lhe runw•y lo shape, If w•• 
niteesHry lo dear off fhe black humus overburchn. Here two HD-IOs 
struggle lo load an eight-yard pan with the sticky muck shortly after a fer· 
rifle downpour. 

EARTHMOVERS EXTRAORDINARY. In fore9round, bulldoten have pushod 
wosle humus maforlal info lar91 Fllot from which thru.quartor shovels 
ore loodln9 trucks. Further beck (loft). p•ns tre en909ed In final slrippln9. 
A 9roup o! 114ns (bock9round) ere culling and flllin9 coral, brln9ln9 the 

GETIING RIO OF IT FOR KEEPS. Gushlon E. Bolt supervlsu from tho 
shado of a convenient tr11 as trucks dump loads of .trippln9s Into tho 
sea some BO fHt below, Most stumps •nd roots wore disposed of In this 
mannor-once end forever. 

EASTY DOES IT, BOYS. The big rock Is tottering but Clydo Pemberlon 
and his 0·8 oro procariously close lo the crumbling edge of • 70.foof 
cllff. Li'oul. L. D. Spaw, Jr., with his llttlo slic k, Is d1liverin9 lhe noc11· 
sary push. 

uction lo shape, and motor 9raders and rollors ue working the •urfaco 
to a smooth fln11h . (This 871h pholo appoors on Pago LXI of CAN 00. 
I Dutton], by Lt. (j9) Wllllam lradford Huie.) 

PROGRESS. The dense Solomons junglo stubbornly ylelds to tho furious on· 
slaught of tho Seebus. Things are lookin9 bitter as the Slrlp b19ins lo 
take shape . In foreqround (loft), a 'dozor proparos site for a twin .SO· 
mm, ack·ack 9un, 



SUPPLIES FROM HEAVEN. 
Marine lransporb ore shown 
droppln9 vital supplies by 
parachutos on unfinished Slirl· 
lnq Strip In order that stra· 
t19lc airfield may be com· 
pleltd on schedule. Strip 
builders have clea red field to 
•alch colorful 'chute land· 
ln9s. It look an entire fll9M 
of lhos• planet to transport 
huge coMlqnment. Unucorted 
round trip from Guadalcanal 
lo lh• Treasuries was, in fad , 
a trial run for newly-arrived 
Marine pilots. who apperonl· 
Ir •ere eaqer for their first 
fll9hl over a real forward 
aru. 

SUPPLIES DROPPED BV 
'CHUTES 

Jungle so thick not oven the sun 's roys could ponelroto ii. Its 
stole dempness from consllrnt torrenliol reins caused clothing ond 
shoes to rot on ono's body. Such jungle not even Hollywood hod 
imogined. It wos in the midst of this setting tho! the 87th Seabces 
wero assigned to build o bomber strip. 

Logs bulldozed bock to form the originol runway were so Iorgo 
and numerous tho! tho ostimoled number of axos and sows provod 
insufficient. More tools hod to be obtained before this jungle log· 
jom could be broken. A!! this prompted U.( jg ) W. E. Monnix, 
originol bottalion supf:.ly officer, end Chief Storekeeper J ohn T. Aheesy 
to leave the Treosurios in December in seerch of those supplies. 

Leoving GOODTIME by PT boat- the only fest transportation out 
of Stirling ol the lim&-lhe officer and chief ported company ot 
Vello loVello. Ahoesy wos lo fly on lo Guodolconol while LI. Manni• 
was lo try Mundo. Tho chief bummed o ride lo the Canol aboard o 
SCAT plone loodod with cosuolties ond moil from Bougoinvillo. 

Upon orrivol, Ahoesy first tried the Novol Supply Depot, but with 
no stfccoss. U ndoun tod, he storied out tho following morning for tho 
Army Supply Depot. Aftor much persuosion, Ahoesy convinced 11 

grizzled supply sorgeont tha t his hoarded oxes ond sows would be 
doing more for tho war offort in the hands of the 871h building 11 

vital airfield on Sti rling than rusting in o warehouse. 
Finolly convinced, the sergeont parted with 200 o~os, 25 cross-cul 

sows, 500 poir of shoes ond 2.000 coveralls. 
Tho lougha,t problem was tronsportation. Tho trip would lo ~o two 

woeh by LST. Unarmod SCAT plones would not fly that near Short· 
lands and Bougoinvillo. By enlisting tho 11id of o Morino P11rochulo 
Service Commond unit ond successfully propositioning the OinC of 
a newl y orrived group of transport planes, the caso was finally crocked 
wide open-,,nd by on ENLISTED man! 

At 1000, on the fourth doy of tho mission, the supplies were 
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SOUVENlkS. M.tles surround one of the many c:olcred pa,,chules and 
commenc:e repackin9 lt for return trip lo Guadalcanal by LST. A 
pack contalnin9 heavy·duty shoes was attached to this 'chute. Some 
chutes were "procured" for their lntrfnsic or souvenir value. 

dropped on tho unfinished strip. A total of 90 mulli-colorod poro­
chulos were involved. Once ogoin, tho 871h's luc ~ held end the 
mor<:hondise wos delivered-thonh lo the t-eomwor~ of the Army, 
Novy and Morine Corps. Such wos Solomons worfore in 1943. 



DAY ANO ..,IGHT. The equipment didn't shut down until it broke 
down unlen Jef. bombers ume over. Thi• ""' a qul• I nl9ht with 
enrythln9 runn n9 smoothly H the 11rippin9 op•ralion pro9r.,Hd. 
There were four •prHd• like lhi• cleari1'.19 at the ed9e of the 

strip •re•, removln11 the lop0 10H muck •nd cleanin9 do"" to 9ood 
a>r•I. The muck w•1 hauled lo con"enient spoil are•• •lon9 th• 
strip'• ed11e. Here. C.rpenter Edward ("Butch") O'Moar• (left) is 
•••ndln9 by-"ju1t in ca1e." 

AROUnD THE CLOCK 
87TH DEFIES ENEMY ATTACKS 

TO PUSH STRIP WORK 

24 HOURS A DAY 

When construction began on Stirling Strip, the island dim-out regulations 
were rigorously enforced because of the constant threat of surprise bombing 
attacks. 

However, when confronted with the fact that deadlines could not otherwise 
be met, the lslond Commander granted permission for f loodlights to be set up 
and for strip-building to proceed 24 hours a day. 

Light towers were built on skids ond o system of red and green floras and 
telephone communications were provided to insure prompt pulling of the 
switches when red alerts came on. 

The entire Transportation deportment, including the repair shops and grade 
organization, was reorganized into three eight-hour shifts. 

Except for half-hour periods at midshift when chow was served on the job, 
everything was kept rolling oround the dock-seven days a week! 

YOU ROUGH IT OUT, then finish It offl II'• •II in the day's work. The 
line-9radln9 ~qulpment lollow1 rlQhl alon11 behind the heavy units. ThoH 
men at lht hQhl towers aren't mere 1pedalort. Alert 9oes on, li9hh 90 
ofll 

CASUALTIES. The weldln9 shop wa• p•rf of the equipment "1lck bay." The 
9oln11 w., tou11h and II wH~'t always the coral that moved. A pan pulled 
out of 1h•P• and • roofer hitch pulled •part ate bein11 " tr .. ted" by 
we lders. 



WALKING OUT. All lill• were con1ldered r,roperly comp•cted when the 1hHp1foot roller "w•lhd out." The 1h .. pslool •ho pro•ed itself ln•• lu•ble with lh 
ebility '" sprHd l•r9e chunk> of soft corel nto sm•ll•r ones, therebr 1peedin~ up lhe oper•tions immusur•bly. Here, R. F •. J .. hns Is "perelin9 the sheepsfo.,t rl9, 
Surveyors Tom Compe9no •nd Byron Chronic (with lr•ndt end le•elsJ •re sett1n9 blue top•. Grede Foreman Jim hlley, (stet! In hand, ri9ht) Is superYl11n9 opere• 
lions. Greder ojHrtloc- h C. J. Romin9or. 

STRIPPING DOWN. This arH h •lmosl clooned up. Soon the shoveh c.an 
be moved to e borrow pit and lhe pan spreed ctn come on lhr0<19h to 
perform Its phost of the work. Exc••atlons wore former 90-mm. Qun pits. 

67 

TAKING SHAPE. While pan• are brln9ln9 the Hcflon to close rou9h 9rede 
(lelt)l the 9redtr Is worUn9 the finish (right) . Up ehud cen be sHn the 
demo itlon end donlchr remove! crew. (S .. pe9e lXlll of CAN DO. ) 



FIRST PLANE-"TH DAY. The finlshln9 spread was furiously workin9 
the first 2,000.foot section that eventful 17th day of December 
when FICKLEFINGER, spewln9 9asollne and obviously in trouble, 
cam• ~overln9 over. 'Donrs, pans, 9raders, rollers and trucks were 

hustled off the Strip and lon9 staku kicked do"'" as the plane 
circled. Once on the field, FICKLEFINGEll quickly became the 
paramount hland attraction. Equipment operators found ii difficult 
to resist the lemplatlon lo ride over and lake a quick look. 

' ' FICHLEFlnGER 
LIMPS ID 

' ' 

It was late morning of 17 December 1943. The bristling 

B-25 (Mitchell) was roaming the east coast of jungled 

Bougainville-far from her home base in the Russells. 

Suddenly they spotted what they were looking for. Bomb 

boys opened and FICKLEFINGER dropped her nose as 

clusters of bombs spilled out upon the harried enemy. 

The attack was quick, but so were the Japs. The em-

GRATEFUL. Lieut. Schwamwalcter (fourth from left) and crew exhibit relieved 
upreulons as they rullte they are on lerra firm• a9al,,_.nd all in one piece! 
They were preporln9 to "ditch" when Sllrlln9 w., 1l9hled. 

battled bomber took slugs-lots of them-right in the belly. 

The plane was immediately threatened with I 00-octane 

flames. Her crew expected her to explode any minute. 

Lieut. Schwartzwalder nosed his ailing ship toward the 

southeast and tensely watched the gasoline gauge drop 

steadily. He could only hope that he could reach friendly 

waters before they had to bail out. 

Then, the Treasury Islands came into view. Stirling Field, 

begun only 19 days earlier, stuck out like a gashed sore 

thumb, but from the air it looked smooth. 

The pilot started his glide, but when he overshot the 

short section of finished runway, he pulled back up again 

and prayed that his gas would hold out and the explosion 

hold off. He circled and came in from the opposite end. 

This time he mushed her beautifully right at the edge of 

the smooth section and jammed on all brakes. Even before 

the plane stopped sliding, doors opened on all sides, dis· 

gorging six fast-moving crew members. 

Old FICKLEFINGER, veteran of 39 successful missions, 

just sat there, dripping gasoline and settling on one side as 

a tire went flat. 

Repaired, she was soon giving the Japs a bad time 

again, coming in to her new roost on Stirling Field after 

every mission. 



SECOND PLANE. r:orty.flve mlnutu ofter the first tmer9ency landin9, a 
11cond r,lone 1howtd up. Seobeas and AA 9unntrs (shown here) immedi· 
att ly ro red piano off 9round (ust onou9h to removo the dated pilot-all 
>1flhln the apace of minutes. 

A SUCCESSFUL LANDING is 9onerolly considered to be one from which 
the pilot con Holk owoy. However, the skipper of this Novy Corsair li9hter 
left In on ombulonce. Sullerin9 only from shock and bruises, h'e was 1oon 
bock In action. 

CORSAIR CRACKS UP 
LOST FIGHTER GUESSES WRONG, 

OVERSHOOTS FINISHED PART OF 

STRIP AND TURNS TURTLE 

During tho early oftornoon while the 87th wos slomming its way through tho ninoloenth 
doy of strip construction o HU dove out of the clouds and buued the strip from north 

to south. 

A corrier-boted Corsoir fighter returning from o strike ol Roboul, he wos for off course 
and running low on gos when ho spotted the clooring in Stirling jungle. 

Unfortunately, ho mode a wrong guess ond flow over the paved area. londed on the 
rough grado ond hit a boulder , .. ;th one wheel. The skiHery fighter flipped over ond 
skidded lo o stop 011 its bock. 

Tho wrecked plono hod boroly slopped before excited workers picked up the plone while 
others exlrocted the doted, but only slightly injured, pilot from the shotlered codpit. 

Still spilling corol, ho wos rushed lo Sick Boy ond lreoted for shock. Hero, he w°' 
detoined overnight, much lo the delight of tho Seobees, who bombordod him with 

questions of the wor in tho oir. 

PALLIEARERS. Tht Cors•lr ls o dead duck. The 17th loads it oboord • 
lon9 urvlct trolltr, which will carry It to the dock arto. Thero. it ma\> 
bt loodtd on • ship and curled lo the nurut aviation tepair shop, or 

a9tin it may lie for months, duetted and t1posed to the foro9es of sou••· 
nlr fiends and 9•d9•t·mahrs. flnolly, It may be condemned to a for­
Qotlen corner of the island funk htop. Such accldonlt delayed tho Strip. 



• 
CENTER OF OPERATIONS. Not only did the Earthmovers build a 
strip on Stlrllnt,1, but thoy constructed aviation facilities to QO with 
II Ilk• this 60-foot control tower and lh'e communlcellons and 
woolh1r huh 1hown hero . Equipped with sizeable bolts and limbers, 

MAKE ROOM FOR BOM8ERSI Flt,1ht1rs were already hillin9 Raboul from 
the 5,000·fool completed 1trlp. To ma ke room for bombers, Iha men turned 
to taxiways end hotdstond1. (This 871h photo-one of e1t,1ht-app1ars on 
Plt,11 LXll of CAN DO. ) 
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structure crews spiked lot,1olher a lumlnated tower of two.inch m•· 
torlal, Quyed It 11curely a11d added bolls taler. Battalion communl· 
c1tlon1 men set up and operated tho field communicationi system 
until on Almy Slt,1nal Corps unit arrived weeks later. 

ROOM FOR BOMBERS. And board, too! Here. a Navy PV Is belnt,1 9m1d, 
11rvlced and loedtd with bombs. Battalion transportalion, 1qulpm1nt ,.. 
pair ond se1vlc1 shop1 1nclrcl1 this compteted hardstand . A 'IO· mm. anti· 
olrcroft Qun st1nd1 by In r11dy position. 



WHEUVER tiE WANDERS. Hore I> tho likeness of a truly domesticated 
1111n. Afttr almost o yur overseas, Lt.(19) Louis 0, Spew, Jr. still shows 

---..u~-.._._1... 1 .. - .... ;,,, ............... ,1 . : ....... 11 _, .... ... ti .. • . _ , _ : ........ .. 

"A" BATIERY of Iha 1'81h Co.st Artillery 90·mm. crew. Thay didn't shoot 
many down, but they must have scared the Nip> to death. Thue boy> un· 
doubtedly hold the record for Iona of >lul per minute hurled Into the •ir. 

Chief " Tod" Wills (>eatod, center) >Um> happy over 1omethln9. Could It 
bt over thl> lO·minuto chow porio6-th1 only brHk in the da.,n•to·dark 
workln9 day? 

LESS DOMESTICATED. Lieut. Ray Pape and Lieut . 8111 Luce take time out 
from the preuln9 demand> of their tob> to view the Strip scenery. Whal 
.~.... ...... t.. .. .. . .r . .. t •• ,_ &. ...... _, __ .... t•t. . ....... .......... _...... ... ........ _ .. ,_ ..... _ , 



COMBINED OPERATIONS. Roller operators, forced off section of the 
Strip ther were wor•ln9 on, watch as CASU 8 torpedo bomber l•hs off. 
Pans, workln9 side sections, roll on undisturbed. Landings presented • 
somewh•I 9r .. ter hn•rd ., the .ioise of diesels often prevented operelors 

CUTTING A WIDE SWATH. The Earthmovers always tried to observo a baalc 
rule: "Never 1proad yourselves thin." Tho 4tfempt was made lo tackle every 
phase of the fob "Ith 1ufflclenl men and equipment, well groupod for 
cloH 1upervlslon and balanced oper4tlon. Here, Iha finbhing spr11d ii· 
luslreles the t7th'1 favorite method of concentrated attack. Not plainly 
•ialbl1 are the aall·water 1pr1y lrucb and rollers followin9 tho 9raders. The 

from hurin9 relurnln9 planes ., lh•r approached for landjngs. However, 
9r•de foremen lrepl on the alert and whenever necessary, .xtra mon whose 
sole duty WH to w.alch and warn of approac;hing planes, wero posfod at 
1lrale9ic polnh 

entire 300 foot by 7,000 foot runway wu double-bladed, 1pr•r•d with 
salt weter and rollod bolwHn the lake-off and return of bomber llrlh1 
49aln1I llabaul. Thl1 wu the lad and final finishing touch lo the Strip by 
the ballallon as the field w•s now completed and in continuouJ full op· 
arallon. 



THE MILK RUN. A sq111dron of a.25, Is shown luvin9 for the daillr pound· 
lnq ol Rabaul. Stlrlin9 Field serv•d •s • but for four of these squ•drons 
whou \ob was to p11lveri11 the Jap fortren ind keep it th4t w•y. Dally 
11conna1uanc1 photo9raphs showed new ships in Rabaul harbor, airfields 

JAP POISON. Althou9h only 
• couple miles lon9 and htrd· 
ly • milt wide enywhore, tiny 
Stlillno hltnd was fust barely 
ltr9t • no II 9 h to provide 
spoet lor one qood eir strip. 
Tiiis ttvullnq Hrlal shows 
Stlrllno Field lrom • direc· 
llon erectly oppo1ilo lh•I In· 
dlctt ted In lrontl1pioce photo, 
P"O• 61, Plan• was almost 
directly over Stirlln9 Dock 
arH 11 umora cllded. With 
the compltllon of this job, 
the betttllon wts rHdy to 
mo•• on to more fertile terrl· 
lory closer to Japtn proper. 

repaired efter beln9 bombed, ind 9un positions shifted to ntw loc•· 
lions. And deily lht plenes left Stlriln9 to make sure this 9reot enemy 
base steyed ou t of the fi9ht. 



CLEAR THE FIELDI A P·38 bu1t01 lho fltld preparatory lo coming In for 
a landln9 ond olort 87th oqulpmont operators make for the edge of tho 
Strip, There h no doubt horo 01 to who has the rlght·of·way. 

HISTORY IN THE MAKING. 8·24 Liberators, stripped of all armament, and 
carryln11 hu•y phol09raphlc equipment and all the extra gasoline thal 
can be put abo.,d are polHd for the lake-off on a highly important 
and d1n9erous minion. If e•en one 9eh back, ii will brin9 the first 

VISITORS DROP IN Sllrllno Strip wu frequently u,.d as a sta9in9 field for 
f19hter squadrons of other nations. Often fl~ni Amuican planes and op· 
~~J~".'I. !~_!!e •. s.o}~.T~' •• ::u of the Soui aciflc, pilots from " Down 

HOLD YOUR FIREI Thi1 one i1 friendly. A B·2S caught 1oomln9 o•or a 
brhtlln9 9un i:osltlon !1 9lad to sight th'e place called home. With flaps 
down, ho wlll 1oon make lho traffic pattern and come In for a londln9. 

aerial photo9raphs that lntelll9ence has bun able to 9et of the ml9hty 
Jop bue at Truk, the main Paclnc home of the elusive enemy flHt. Good 
luck and oood shootln9 I 



GASSED UP AND LOADED. A typical daily version of a familiar 
lcene at Stlrlln9 Strip. Ground crews are ""ailin9 for lhe errlval of 
pilots and f119ht penonnel, who wlll •oon arrive from the brlelln9 
room. Then, the moton will roar, the big planes wlll whHI out on 

tire runway •nd after e flesh of 9reon from the lower, this 9roup of 
Mite.bells {a.2Ss) wlfl allde into the air. Each pilot will open his 
throttle H the plane ahead becomu airborn,. 

HEAVIES. Allhouqh Sllrlln9 Strip wos consfructed for the use of 
m~dlum bombo", the Hoovlos (Llborotors and Fortres~es) lreq11ently 
Ht do1<n to roplonlsh !hair fuol, emor9encies, etc. The Strip ac· 
commodotod thoso monsten- tho lu9ost planes In early 1944--with 

p lonty of mat lo spare. The take·ofl of thoso bl9 boy• under fuf( 
load was ooslly accomplished. Said one visiting Liberator pilot: 
"Strrllng Flold Is tho fastest and smoothost strip In the Solomons." 
However, the ler9er visitors seldom stayed lon9. 



JAP BOMBERS HIT Ano 

THE MORNING AFTER. Despite r•dar •ircrafl wuning system> and defense 
entl·alrcraft •nd ni9ht.fl9hl•r "rolection, several Jap bombers had slipped 
in here the ni9ht beiore. A dlree1 hit uught this 8·2Sf utting off Its 9uo. 
line end 4mmunilion, and causln9 It lo burn inlV1n y for a few minulu 

A CLOSE CAU. The boys In operation• tower had somelhin9 to write 
home about. The plane that dropped this bomb had joined up with a 
1·25 squadron landin9 alter dark. Anlo-aircr•fl fire wa, held for f .. r of 
hlllin9 friendly planes and the nervy Jap laid one right down the middle. 

REPEAT PERFORMANCE. The Jap• really had tiny Stirling •nd Its crowded 
•lrfleld under the 9un fhrou9h011f January, 1944. Seldom a nl9hl p<1ssed 
without one or more raids. Always, the fru•frafed enemy hHded for 
the 9lumln9 Strip. Ht usuolly succttdtd In droppin9 hit e99s. With 

miss STRIP TARGETS 

before beeoming a pile of debris. Soon. however, battalion bulldottrs h•d 
shoved the wreck•9e •side, • repl•c•menl plane wai ordered from the 
Ruiiells and the field reverted lo business as usual. 

Tl1e only dama9e wa• a small hole in the hard strip surface and an Hlr• 
"field day" for the tower boy>. Planu look off the s•m• mornln9 u 
USU41. 

planes parked almod wing lo wing, if was hard lo mlu. Above h 
further proof of his ablllty lo score direct hits. The mate., 9tntrtlly 
spuklng, could hardly wait until mornin9 lo see the damage. 



DISASTER. On 25 January 1944, a bomb·laden Mitchell crathed in tho 
lakooll, blockinq one-third of lhe Slrip. The 8'11h was in tho process of 
removing this plane when an unheralded Liberator. with one motor out 
and o prop that wouldn' t feather, a llempted to lond. Tne bi9 bomber 

TRAGEDY. Al dawn, 14 JanuarT, a lone Jop dive bombor, flying al tree· 
lop level, sllpped in ovor Stirl n9 undolectod. The hoJos In Iha can and 
the 871h qrtost·lruck are only tho visible parts of tho dama90 wrou9hl 
by lho piano's ll9htnin9 rfrafln9 and bombln9 attack. Roy Goldbor9 mot 

crashed at lho edge of the runway and burst Into flame. Battalion men 
ouhted In ruculn9 the crow, most of whom, fortunately, had been thrown 
clear of the lwllftd wreckaqe. 

his dHth near tho spot whore Auarlo Capuano h standin9. Several other 
871h workers, includln9 Raymond Lan9lois and Harold Johnston, were in· 
jured by lho bomb. The enemy had scored a9ain. 



FROM HOMEI Wlllln9 h•nds unlo1d1d first lo1d of 1lr mi ll for Sllrlln9 
hl•ndors from SCAT (C·47) tr1nsport, When news of lncomln9 m•ll 
ruched strip builders, o fl•t·btd truck usod by 87th welders for field 
work was preued into service to pick up tho priceless carcio. This plue 

w11 unlo1d1d 1fon91ld1 of tho Strip near the control tower. Wllhln • 
brief period, SCAT hid Its own focllitlu in two sturdy quonset huts 1t 
the south end of 8 tniway 

SCATS ARRIUE 
C-47s WERE MAROONED 

MEN'S MOST RELIABLE 

CONT ACT WITH THE 

WORLD LEFT BEHIND 

The first SCAT plono to uso recently completed Stirling Strip sertled down on the gloz<'d Core l 
runwey on 30 Docembor 1943. Tho nome SCAT is derived from 1he iniliols of Service Commend 
Air Transport. 

This condonsolion would hove been more opproprioto for e fighter plone ro1her then the twin· 
motored Douglos C-'47s, whose slrongpoint wo< cepecily relher then speed. 

The introduction of Air Meil delivery to tho Treosuries greotly improved tho men's soqging morele. 
Previously, moil hod boon brought in by LSTs or LCTs from Guodolconel or by PT boots from 
Mundo. 

With tho coming of SCAT, Stirling Field become o station on the locol oir freight lines. which 
branched out from Hondorson Field ond covorod tho entire Solomons. 

Corgo, moil or possongors-SCAT forried thom ell. lslonders with wook-end posses oflon ob· 
tainod rosorvelions oboard C·Hs end escopod tho drobness o f Stirling's limited oxistonco by vis· 

" iting friends on naighboring islands. 
The unescorlod "Flying Box·Cors" complotod their oppointed rounds despite tropical storms, 

enemy ock-ock end, ot limos, roving onomy liqhtor plon85. 
This smell link of tho 9lobe·9irdlin9 Air Tronsporl Commend helped meke lifo beoroble for men 

stetionod on remote junglo islands. 
The sight of these lumbonng ships hovering ovf.r tho island was, ot :oest, olweys Mcouraging 

to the marooned matf.s. 

FLIGHT of four cer90 r.l•nes appro.chu Stlrlln9 Field from the South. 
Battalion surveyors (rl9hf <UH oper•llons u tr1ffic approaches. ACORN 
12 flre·lrvck stands by n «se of trouble durln9 landln9. Th••• SCAT 
transports flew unarmod-•tn In forw.,d •reu. 

LONE SCAT transport Illes over the Strip from the North. Mono ,,,., 
t>. sttn In back9round. Tenh of AA batteries siill line tho runw•y. Guns 
end tents were later removed. (This 871h photo appears on Pa91 I.XV of 
the wldtly rud Stab•• book, CAN 00.) 



PLADE ART SHOCKED 
PURITAns 

fo the Puritonicol oloment of tho T roosury personnel o v1s11 10 the 
S•riP wos o shod inq oxporionce. Hore, they were confronted with 
•~e "'id1st ono wildest voriofy of 109-ort over qalhered in one smell 
o•eo. Goudy, life-siUJ pin-ups frequently ilortled oven the most hardy 
,· ohlseers with their freo use of varied hunh of feminine anotomy . 

• As more squodrons of plenes arrived al Stirling for the final all­
out oir push oqoinst Roboul, T ruk ond Koviong, the sightseers daily 
inc1eosed in number. Men bogon mo~ing privote snopshot collec· 
tions !or their photo olbums of the qolo•y of cheese-coke displayed 
on the n<Me ol tho pfones. 

Eiperiencod pin·up onthusiosls could quickly determine lhe length 
of limo the squodron hod sponl in tho wor tone by the liveliness of 
its insignio. 

Plones fresh from the Slates hod neithe r orl work nor inscriptions 
on lhoir nosos. Al most, thoy sportod o Woll Disney cartoon of the 
Donold Duck verioly or o solf.conscious, half-h idden pot name of the 
wife or swootheort. Thoso wore tho g roen pianos. Their pilots still had 
fresh recollections of homo. 

After o low mon ths of rough ond tumble duty and thei r first taste 
of the kill thoso somo plonos would us11olly blossom out with some 
murderous. blood·ond-guls inscript ion such os "Educated Dea th," 
'Murder, Inc ." "Poworhouso" or "We're Bunin' Cunin." 

Bui ii wosn'I long bofore they obondoned thoir cops and robbers 
ollitudo end went in for the roolly solid stuff thot wos more in leep­
i•q with the fine lrodil ions loid down by the long-beorded, rock· 
haopy old.timors. These crusty, bottfe-scorred indilfiduols went all· 
out in ~heir freo-hondod decorotions. 

Giving thetr imo91nohon o free hond the plones resembled bur-
01qu., show posters with their terrific exponso of legs, arms ono 

bu1om torsos Appropriole titles odded dill more interest to the em· 
b>0zoned heroines mony of them revooling lostoful delicacies and 
oescriptivo quolitios of tho hi9hest order. Among the titles were such 
oems os "Virgin"s Rotroot," 'Possion Flower" and Hot Penis. 

It .. os this lottor qroup thot ollroctod the most odmirinq sightseers. 
For it wos lorqoly throu9h their efforts that tho blozing torch of foir 
womanhood wos kopt burninql 

PRECAUTION. Crew mtmbtrs of !ht 1·25 bomber POWERHOUSE, cover up 
11t•l1•9 9uos on lht llonh of their ship while o vh)tln9 Seobee snaps picture. 
T•ku under the "'Olchlul 'tye of tnltlfl9tnce, thh prec•ulion was token before 
pkturo0 ltkln9 "'•s ptrmltltd. 

• 

Reodln9 from top lo bottom: FLYI NG " PADRE." Typical of o B·25's 
oblllly to 9et there ond bock was the ALPINE MILKMAN. stlll 9oln9 
stron9 after 165 successful missions. Piiot, co. pilot and nayl9a!or are 
shown with Lieut . Cyril R. Kavanagh (hand on gun), 871h chaplain. WIND· 
BLOWN. &ample of more utreme taste In plane pin-ups was MILLIE. 
News of the arrival of a plant with such a painlin9 was quickly passed 
around the Island ond ea9er slqhheers flocked to admire, but on ly for 
art's soke, of counel JIVE-TALK ENTHUSIASTS were also numbered 1mon9 
crews of Mltchtlls Jud9ln9 by slan9 names like above. When these twin· 
motored bombers sl•rltd wermln9 up, the noise was lnaediblt. Thh 
Stlrlln9 voler•n ••s fomllltr sight lo $ .. bees workin9 on lht airfield. 
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AERIAL UIEW OF STIRLlnG STRIP REUEALS AmAZlnG PROGRESS In 24 DAYS 

LA N c 

THE SHAPE OF THINGS. This rlntln9 of Island "X" 
wu dona by Iha lrth's Jullan • Dyke from an H rial 
raconnalua•Ce photo l•k•n 22 December "'43. Rapro· 
ducllon Is notable In that It shows rem.,kable h .. dw•y 
Iha balt•llon had mad• o" Stirtln9 Fi•ld in sli9htly 

o•et lhrH "'••k• of work. Except for th• Initial ru"· 
"'Y• a portion of "A" taxiway and th• Blanch• Chann•I 
hl9hw•y, Slltlln9 was stilt •lrlualty as ln•aslon forces 
found it on D-day. The 171h's permanent camp was 
loc:•l•d •I fer ••d of wlndin9 chann•I ro•d In clear•d 

spac• near •<Ul•rn •nd of Island. R1199ad Mono lslond , 
lncludin9 the cleared trlon9 ular perimeter al F•lamal 
wh•ra lnltlal landln9s look p lace, llu opposite word 
" Ha bor" across channel. Orlq lnal photo was ••<••I 
dxumanl for many months. 
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STIRLIDG BECOmES comPLETE BASE WITH 87TH - BUILT DOCH 

POWER. lnltlal clearln9 for Stlrlln9 Dock area be9in•. Jack Kenning 
(on D·8) pushes over sheable tree-roots and all, thereby providin9 more 
fodder for th·e ballallon sawmill. A stubby LCM plys lh route between 
Stirling and Mono. 

~ 

THE DETAIL. HHvy ramps from pier lo shore are put into place. 
Timbers for tho ramps were made of hHvy native lumber cul to order 
by baltallon stwmlll. Four ramps of this type connected tho pontoon 
pier to ihe lond, Such work had to be right. 

FIRST LIBERTY SHIP unloads al Stirling Dock on JO Jonu4ry 1944. Pier 
was 428 IHI lon9 and 43 IHI wide, so oll holds of ships could be 
worked slmullueously. Sobus furnished wlnchmen •nd the signalmen 
whllo Kiwis unloaded cu90 Into trucks. 

HILL DISAPPEARS. Grading of the cleared dock area Is now progrtuln9 
by leop• and bounds. The hlll, which formerly was here. has been c•r•ed 
away and used as fill on shore accus road. Plane fonder Is Hchottd 
oflshore with P8Ys. 

PILE· DRIVER rl9 ls poised lo sink one of many pllH used for dolphins 
and clusltrs. Piles wut sharp•n•d and steel-lopped lo secure them In 
coral bottom. Net lender and bar9e (ri9ht) are laying submarino net 
across harbor entrance. 

SUPPLY DEPOT, bulll in dock area, consisted of five <IOitlOO quonset 
wtrehouse• •nd a compound surrounded by a barbed.wire Ienco. Offlco 
of ~ort Director wH the 20'ic48 quol\stl (fore9round). Area wu onco a 
s .. b .. bueball diamond 



SETBACK. Slirlln9's completed dock wds named from the 8u9s 
Bunny expression of .. What's Vp, Dock? .. (center sign) . The clear· 
ing, grading, a pproach road•. wa rehousel, olfke s, stockade and 
pior, as shown on Pa9e 811 callod for diversified craftsmanship. 
Bui Iha Seabees never rest !or ships come and must be unloaded. 

Trucks were always waiting for cargo. Seabe·e humor was of­
ficial ly snubbed and the once cherished na me became just plain 
Stirling Dock. But to tho 87th ii would always be " What' s Up, 
Dock? .. 

STRIP BUILDERS PROUE UERSATILITY on OTHER JOBS 
The 11mozing conversion of fhe Tre11sury Islands from virgin ;ungle lo 

" completely im plemented base of opera tions was accomplished-for 
1111 procticol purposes-in three months. 

Never before in the Pocific had such o sm11ll contingent of Seobees 
labored so prodigiously and accomplished so much in such o short 
period. 

By I Morch 1944, Stirling wos at its operational pea k. In eddition 
fo Stirling Fie ld ond iis manifold insto llotions of hordstonds, toxiwoys. 
ho ngor, shops, control tower, bomb dumps ond tonk forms, other 
essenliol projects alreody completed by the 871h included the PT 
Bose, 1111 primory highways ond the dock. 

All mojor oss19nments were completed on or ahead of schedule. 
but there wos no opporent slackening of t he overoll work program. 

More ond more flight groups continued fo orrive os the trip-horn· 
mer tempo against Jap bastions was consfontly stepped up. The 
Stirling miracle virtuolly sealed rhe doom of the Jops in the Solo­
mons. 

The newly-a rrived oir units hod to be housed, Fed and furnished 
rocreo lionol facilities. This led to on en~orgemenl of tho islond ro· 
lion dump ond the insta llation of additionol reefers. 

By virtue of their eorly arrivol, tho 87th Seobees logicolly speor­
heoded this vast islond development progrom. They did the bulk of 
the work-ond finally got tho credit. 

The boHolion's creek logging detoi l roomed the islands, selecting 
felled frees 'dozed os;de. Trimmed ond cut to the proper length, 
fhese ll\Ommofh timbers were sowed into usoble lumber for islond 
structures. 

Heodqu11rlo1s were built for such strotegic operolionol units ·os 
lsl&nd Command, 198th Co11st Artillery. ACOR N 12, Noval Air 
Commond, etc. 

Hospitals were set up ot ACO RN a nd Novol Bose 81 1. Movie the­
atres, recreotion oreos, motor pools ond shops were huilt oil over. 
Soon every inch of "The Rock" was "homesteaded." There were no 
longer ony voconcies j,1 the Treosuries ond the Stirling jungle hod oll 
bui disoppeored. 

Other 87th assignments included t he endless ship-unlooding detoils, 
building of 11 tortuous mountain road on Mono, moin tenance of the 
primory highway system ond the olmost perpeluol upkeep of the 
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Strip and installatiol)s until the CBM Us took over in July. 
Public works for the 871h ended as of I July ond the bottolion 

ogain entered o steging period for the long rood ohead. 

SICK BAY FOXHOLE. Chief Willia m Marlin a nd crew work hard 
eonstruc:ting hu9e foxhole for 87th Sick Bay. The shelter accommodated 
30 patients a nd wa s equ ipped with an emer9ency g ener<Jlor for use 
durln9 alerts or when main power wa s not available. 



RIGGERS ERECT HUGE HAnGAR FOR AIR GROUPS 

ERECTION OF A HANGAR 9ave Slirlin9 Field a big-time flavor. Sulit on 
a 1w'Hpln9 CO(tl • pron (usl off "C" taxiway, this job introduced another 
1kllled p.,I of the 17th con1trucllon tum-riggers and ironworker>. Chief 
" HHk" Ahrens' R Olvhlon 9ang handled the steel. Emerson Turntt and 

---- r 

-
CAPACITY. NHdln9 only the folnln9 of the end section to be ready for 
tarp.ulln cover, completed han9ar will 1oon house four 8-2Ss under9oin9 
repairs. Structure wu completed In 10 d•ys. Crews w0<ked from "know· 
how" " plHs htd b .. n Ion . 

Ell "ftt look care of the delicate crane work. CMef Hu9h MacOon•ld'I 
cupenltr crew pro•ided the tuential sQffotdin9 and bracing . Structure 
was 120 1 .. 1 wide, ILO 1 .. 1 lon9 and 0 feel in height. 

SICK CALL Wounded alrcrtfl are crowding completed han9tr for " lrttl• 
ment." Structure h•d bttn ereded on thrn other islands and 17th ri99trs 
were •bit lo ult only II of ll main trvues. This plant " hospil•I" WH 
con1truc1td for lht 25th Fl9hler Squadron. 



THE PORT DIRECTOR, the bu1y youn9 man who took c•re of the comin9s 
ind 9oln9s of shlp1 In tht Trea1urlu-from LSTs lo Ubtrty 1hip1-had his 
olflct Jn hit l .. P or t ttnl until ht was furnished mort tppropriale quar· 
ttrs dockside. Htrt, 17th urptnlers, paced by Geor9e 8ie9tr and Allen 

ACORN 12 OFFICERS WINE MESS was built In T0 shape fashion out of 
quoMefl by Chief Hu9h MtcOonold's crack cerpenltt crew. Shown at work 
hl1ndln9 ltlt to rl9hl) tre: Richard 8oqdtM~I Jtmt1 8llyud. Jtm11 
~ordon, 'Edwtrd Allrl'ln, Weller Edwtrd1, lttlph Smllh, Cltttnce Hithtn, 

-----

Storts (conltr), are /"fling • preftbrk•ttd udion of roofin9 into pltct. 
C.r90 ships unlo.da • sl•ady 1ltt1m of war supplies at the 87lh 0 bullt Slit• 
ling Dock. 

Robert Stone, Rtlph Hastln91, Andttw l~ne and Richud Enns. (K11ulln9): 
Chief MtcDontld, Chtrley Otnford •nd Lloyd Aubert. The ACOftN club 
evenlutlly bee.me a show·pltct of the Trauurles and virt11tllf •II vhllln9 
celebrltl., p1ld it I cell. 



YOGL gets camouflogo fob from Chief Vic Cedarstal('s paint crew and 
riggers. Two of those huge aviation gasoline stora9e ba r9es were station·ed 
ln Blanche Chennel tnd lh•Y needed to be disguised , Chicken-wire netting 
with llrlp1 of grHn rebrlc Interwoven was suspended over vessels In uneven 

SPRAYING IT ON. Sheldon McCtltb (with spray gun) stand1 on small 
raft while painting sldu of gasoline barge. Albert Mundy g i>'es him a 
tow from the roll. These crtft h•d crews of 15 ..,jth a CPO In charge. 
lacking moll•• power of their own, they were towed to dulination by sta· 

FIRST CARPENTER SHOP, set up In rough clearing, consl$ftd of tarps to 
cover '°"''· Ha.I sections of tent decking were assembled here and truchd 
to lobs where other cerpenler crews put them together. This assembly llne 
system speeded operetlons lmmeesur.tbly. 

paltun to brta k up contours. Dressed in green war-paint a9ainst Jungle 
background, th111 barges wore fairly sa le from enemy observation end 
strlk11. A bomb hit on such e ship would lea•e only memorl11. 

going lugs. NO SMOKING signs were hung all o>'er these barg11 es 
w.,nlng to .any smell crefl pers.onnel coming alongside or aboard. SubH 
pointers used spr.ty quns .almost ucluslvtly. 

PILOTS CAMP Is well under construction. Carpenters (center) trt com· 
pitting tent dtcb. Rtpltlt with scruning and frame.,ork. these tents pro­
vided cool, comforltblt llving qHrters for combotl·"'H'Y P·ll pltols ti 
Stlrllng, A men h.tll .and sho.,•r roundtd out camp. 



PT BASE IS BATTALIOD'S FIRST STIRLIDG PROJECT 

PT BASE. Torpedo dock for !ht cocky lllllt night raiders was built by Chief 
1111 Inness and hl1 Company A carptnltr crew. Working long days with 
only hond-au1, thl1 group compltltd lht flnt Stirling project assigned 
tht 17th In llg-tlmt. Made of la<htd coconut log<. the above crude slruc· 

WIDE CLEA•ING, madt for • main highway on Stirling lsltnd. has betn 
bru<lit d out btlow 1lrlltld. Odd-<h•p•d New Zuland truck was wed by 
• Kiwi Rtld bakery In delivering br .. d to varlou1 outlying units. Early 
roads • ttt n't too good. 

lure nevertheless Oiied the bill. The PT Base liter developed into o huge 
lnstallatlon with werahouses, cr .. 11, machine 1hop1, etc .. for housing several 
1qutdro01 of !hue lured crelt . 

A MAIN DRAG on Stirling Island-. 11dion of beach highway 1ppro1ch· 
ing the entrance rood to ACOllN 12 and the Pilots C.mp UH, Thi< 1uptr· 
1peedwoyl orlglnally • troll 'doted oil! by invasion forces, w11 40 . fttl In 
overall w dth. 



RE-BlADlnG ST RIP 87TH'S FlnAl TREASURY JOI 

PERFECT FORMATION. Tond1m !Ines of grader> and rollers are shown 
during "feca·llfllng" o,,.rallon performed on Stirling Field runw•y Hrly 
In June. H•rvll Nolln •nd George Sembrat, equipment operetor>, are 
luding gr•d•r perado. Work was continuous for two da ys and nlghls. 

RAIDERS ANO GRADERS. A 1·25 talrH off as part of a slrik1 •91inst 
l•rl r1melnln9 Japs In the Solomons without interfuin9 with • grtdin9 
spreed . II wes u1 .. 11y ntce~~ry to cla~r _run~ey wh_~n • mli!lo~ w11 t1kln9 

CROWDED OPERATIONS. A huge SCAT transport loeded with top prl· 
orlty pa111n91rs and freight, pr1p.ru to take off' as re-bl•dinq of run· 
way continues at furious peca. Weelher station's theodolite, used for m•kin9 
wind observations, Is Inside pick•! f•nc• encloswe. 

for the 17th lo sp1nd 41 hours In complelinq this re-blading ta1k-lh• 
ballello11'1 1111 public works 111l9nm1nt on Stirling. Roll1rs end welu 
trucb worked rig ht elon9 with lht 9 rad1rs. 
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TREASURY ISLAnDS 



PHOTOGENIC. Two strappin9 specimens of youn9, native manhood are 
Phillip (left, shoulderin9 New Zuland rifle) and John, porhap•h the most 
lntelli9ent male o• Mono Island. Sin9lo, both were widely sou9 t after •• 
husbands by vifla91 damsels. 

HUNGER. This handsome Mono mother fools no qualms In calmly facin9 
the camora as her lusty offsprin9 helps himself to breakfast despite S11b11 
visitors from Stlrlln;. Baby wisely uses both hands as insurance a9alnsl 
losln9 favored position. 
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HOLY FAMILY. Backbon• of both the social and r11i9ious llfo on Mono 
wa• the Reverend Timothy Piani and family. Educated in the Now Geor9ia 
Islands by New Zealand missionaries, this Man-of-God eventually returned 
to "'ork among his own people. 

OLD BAWL GAME. John"s amaxin9 versatility as a mao-of-all-work about 
the native vlllago suffers a striou1 reverse as ho undortaku lo demonst rate 
his talent with the infant set. Baby, cfutchln9 an luu1 of LIFE ma9aiint, 
•cream• helplessly. 



THE WORD. Mono natives are shown attending Sunday mornin9 
urvtc... Then, they were still livln9 In uves alon9 the w•fer· 
front. Barefooted and stend ln9 In a primitive pulpit. the Reverend 
Timothy Planl rahes h•nd and points to H .. vens as he exhorts bh 

audience lo llve better !Ives. Many Americens ud New Zea landers 
attended these Hrvlces every Sund•y mornin9, primarily lo enjoy 
the qroup's line choral sln91n9. The 1 .. 1 wu invariably qiven in 
English, but the Hrmon w•s In the n•live tongue. 

TREASURY DATIUES PROUE IT'S ''ODE WORLD'' 
Tho inhobifonts of tho Troosury Islands reprosontod " N11turo in tho 

Row"-Exhibit A! 
Souvonir-hunling or curiosily-soeking Seoboos wero deeply improssod 

by their hordy exislonco on ruggod Mono lslond whore they hod long 
oqo rolrooled in superstitious foor of Stirling's loss f11voroble health 
conditions. 

Grood was almost totolly foreign lo those Mol11nosi11n citizens of 
tho British Northorn Solomons. Thoy turned to tho soil or lo tho so11 
for necossilies-not to their neighbor. 

Thoy tolerated civilization's odvoncos only when those slrongo cu1· 
toms did not horm thom, Probably this w111 tho explon11tion behind 
thoir occoptonco of o loincloth ond Chri1tionily from well-mooning 
mis1ionories. 

Le!t olone, thoy discorded everything and continued living amid 
their onciont lroditions. Visitors were welcomed with quiet respect, 
but o certoin reserve seemed lo temper their ossociotion with 
most Gls. 

Tho 871h found o deserted notive compound and huts in we11thor­
bcoten ruins upon helping lo rid the Treasuries of the Jops in loto 
·~). llpporonlly tho residents could not odjust themselves lo the 
Jop'1 "co-prosperity" propogond11. 

Soon oltor the invosion, llmericon and Now Zool11nd troops dis· 
covorod those simple pooplo living deep in the jungle or holed up in 
lorqo coves olong the ocoon's edge. 

Evonluolly o fow men wore persuodod to return to their native hobi­
tol. Otho" followed groduolly. For o considoroblo period, only tho 
vory young or vory old woman wero to bo soon ot tho cove dwoll· 
inq$. Tho most dosiroblo fomolos hod boon whisked owoy to secrot 
hldoowoys in tho jungles o t tho first sign of dongor. 

In Hmo, tho thotchod villogos wero complotoly robui lt, and tho 
doy finally dawnod whon vislling sorvic:emon wore surrounded by 
condy·soeking youngsters-just like back home! 

Such vi1itin9 groups wore, ot first, lorgoly ignored by tho fe. 
mole population, but slowly Coor evolved into studied friendliness. 

The while men's way mey not hovo eppooled to these kindly no· 
tivo1 but neither did ii disturb them. 

Tho 87th, leoving the Troosuries in Septombor, 19#, ofter o gruel· 
ing year in tho tropics, knew in their hoorts thot tho lote greot 
Wendall Willkio's doctrine of "Ono World" was indeed on ocluolity. 
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KNOW·HOW, Perh•ps, the most coy ••model" on Mono was Alyce, who 
made ar.d modeled ullve grass skirts to Hll vi1ilin9 Seabees. Thi• 
buxom l~uie wu never known to uhlblt her "w.sres" until It h•d bun 
made worth her whll e. 



STUDY IN EBONY. Attired in thtlr S•bbath btst, this fnrtre1ting group 
poJU for tho 87th umeraman before loa•ln9 for morning church se,.ice. 
This was the only tim. her two urchins weren't compftltly nude. Wom•n 
h wife of native wearing pants. 

JUNGLE VILLAGE, An uc1ll111t crosMtcflon • ltw of tht pidurtsqut 
naH•t vllla91, lhb shot catches • typlcal group of cartfret y°"ngstus 
taking flmt out from their 9amts. Tht nHrneu of the encroucMng jvnglt 
It tmphaslud by thh contrast in to1111. 

HIGH LL,..MA. Old, Old, Old Me11 wo• 1ll191d to be olded citizen 
of Iha Treuurl11, Klnkola (Hcond from left) , 70 141d "The Old 0111' ' wa• 
an old man whtn 111 wu o boy. 1ttlatl•11 thou9ht oldster was perhaps 130, 
bvl rtcord1 were lac~lnq. 

GETIING HIS GOAT. Gideon, one of s••eral hi9hly.,up1cttd patriuchs 
In the Mono •lll•g•, requHltd visiti119 photogropher to 1nap him wilh 
hi1 beloved 901t, 0b¥1ously, the #nlrnal 11 not nurly as enthusladic about 
lt.e matter as his muter. 

JIVE SESSION. Atlittd in their lmmocul1te Sunday·besl the natives' rttd 
band ph1ys for ¥lsltln9 fntnds from American .. d New 
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lt1fond ump• on 
Stirllnq and Mol\o. Tbtlr IMlrvmenlal rendition• compared quite lavor•bly 
with their haunting group singing. 

HOSPITALITY, Puhaps, the most ho;piteble native group wu l'oul and his 
in tell it,ienr famllyl whom 17th friends usually visited •fltr Sunday st"'icu. 
Church over unfl nut 'fHk, the " Mrs." has alroody shed htr blou11 end 
lht youngsfto l!tvt r1turn1d to Nature. 



CHARACTER. The 1trikin9 facitl re1tmbltnce belwttn this buxom Mono 
mother tnd htt child oltrac1ed the attention of THE EA!HHMOVER's pho­
l09rtph11. E1cer,1 for the more obvious dllfettne'H, II was often difficult 
for vlsllon lo d slin9ui1h belwttn ntllvo men and women. 

GOODWILL. Now and 19oln Mono .. livt< repaid visits lo their 
Subet friends on Slirtln9, brln9ln9 1lon9 special iiem• of ntllvt 
cttft 1uch as 9r•u sklrh , canoe paddlts, miniature canot1, "tr 
club1, tic. Hore, Comdr. Easterly exchon9t1 views with a couple 

HAllT. Mony native women wort llron9ly tddic1ed to the hobitual ult of 
tobocco. Always willln9 to ace'tpl an American ci9orelle, such women •• 
"Candy" were definitely parlit l lo their pipes. Seabeu frequently look 
lobocco lo the villa9u for l rodin9 purpo1t1 . 

of visitors nttr the t7th comp end lncldenl.olly lruh them lo d9· 
aretlts end t li9ht. Ntli•ts were never owed by military ronk. 
However, CP01 roted a specltl ttctpllon "' the ntli•e leadu, Roy, 
wo1 oho t chief, 



THE JUNGLE b • pl•ce; where one do11ft'I 1lnt lo hb lnees lo p<•r 
bec•u•• he's •ltt•dr •n .. ·dHp In mud; wi..1• there u• no ho1iic1t1 lo 
scu; where men, with their tu d••lned by lun9te 1ucli°". file •lon9 la• 
• column of 11ho1h; where men die cu11ln9 the lhln9 Ibey couldn ' t 1H; 

where there •re no bo.,....lu1I men who boc•me of •9e du1in9 their fi'11 
combat; where swe•I of fln9on d1own1 • cl9•rette: WHEllE PATRIOTISM 
IS NEVEa DISCUSSED! 

MALSI BEACH "''' on f•r aide of primeval Mono hlond . Reached from 
Sll1lln9 by e ferry (11ndln9 cr11ffl ii we. • popular rlop for s .. bu 
" tourht1" from other side. Now Zeel.nd troops stationed here m•nned AA 
b•llerlH In ru99ed hlll1. "Klwh," 01 they term themselves, ire 1hown b•th· 

lnq (1l9ht b•d9round) , •hllo others l'e worHn9 on home·m•de outrl99er 
cr•fl. NH1 hue were loc•ted the cev" where natives existed durln9 J•P• · 
nt11 occup•tlon end previou1 lo con1l1udlon of their new lnl1nd vill19e. 



ILANCHE HARIOR. looking northwud from the general vicinity of h· 
l•nd Commend, slghtsuri had a perfect view of the " buslneu district" 
of the nerrow chennel that separatu Mono (left) from Stirling .Tl.ls plecld 
combination of sky, w•ter and l•ndscape looks anything but wullke. Yet 

the dutroren end destroyer escorts shown nerlling in harbor •re ewelllng 
orders before resuming the prowl for enemy shipping. There were com· 
perellvelr few coconut palm lrou in the Trusuriu. Th .. • were, perhaps, 
tht most picturesque on " Island X." 

JUNGLE HOSPITAL. The first quonHI hut erected on GOODTIME nears 
complollon as • re'<I corpenten work aloft while others finish inside trim. 
A group or these huh-ovontuolly manned by medical officers and corps· 
men-served as an emergency hospllol for all air strip personnel. Airfield 

construction had bun pushed so rapidly th•I barely enough clearing had 
b'un done lo •llow space for this hospital. Here, lush jungle is obviously 
seeking to envelop the structure before It h even finished. 



THE NATURALISTS ,top •n rout• to Mono •111•9• lo maNel al 9l1nt b .. ya" 
trH. Meuurin9 '40 fHI 1,, dlamttu, 120 In circumference and over 100 
;,, h•l9ht , thi' •Y•-<HrOstln9 mo ... trotlty is l1r9tsl tree of record In Tru,. 
urlts, 4'ctu1lly, th• awHome mu' I• hundr•d' of cannibalistic •intt chokin9 

DAWN STRIKE. At the faint pink fln9ers of 1 tropical sunrise probe the 
tombtr Solomo"' sky, 1 le"• 1·2S takes off on 1 tpecial mission to lou91ln· 
ville, Thh plant has two lnc•"dlory bombt tucked away under oach wln9. 
for monlht, th• malt• were awakened uch mornln9 by the 1ound of lht•• 

1 prlmt•al mo,,1rch to dulh. Nall .... fr•quenlly mention•d a much ler9er 
tree further Inland but no white man ,.j.rted SHin9 ii. " & plorers" are : 
Jim Wier .. 90 (Haled), Chief Carl Rub• and " S..rney" N•lson. 

Mitchtlls w1rmin9 up and t1kin9 off. s .. r•d pile of brutl• ll•fl) re•e1ls all 
lh1I'• l•lt of th one• llourishln9 fun9le It's lyin9 where 'doter> push•d 
ii off lh• runway. 



THE ROMANTIC lllUSION of the South Seu is uptur•d in this pano­
ramic shot of Stlrlln9 tak•n from Falamal Peninsula on Mono. A larqe c.,qo 
1hip i• unlo1dln9 at Slirlin9 Dock acros. the channel. 8rHk in tree skyline 
(rl9ht of ,~fp) marks end of Stlrlln9 Field runway. Two mites cool off in 

TOPPING IT OFF. Rlch1td 809danski and Chuley Danford consult on the 
flnhhed product while Clarence Nielson nails last section of quonset roof 
in place . Whll• workln9 In the open, sun helmets wire • necessary il1m 
of app.irtl. Ttndtr, youn9 p•lm ot rl9hf (one of a low 9ro,.,ln9 any di .. 

comparatively cool waters, while another pair of rovinq Bees rel11 under 
a palm tr .. (rl9ht) . This picturesque •hot could ea.ily be mistaken for 
Tahiti lnJtoad of the Northern Solomons. 

lance from shoro) slru99los e9alnst lack of soil on coral-based osland. 
Quonsot huts never b•um• commonplece on Stirlln9. Tirey usually housed 
adminislrali•o units where records had lo bo protected 09aln1t elements. 



FAIRYLAND lnf••·••d film deplch l•s none other cu) the delicate lr•ctry 
of lush troplcel ve9el•tlon. Thh specl•I film (lropiully pecked) crHtH 
the tlludon of plercin9 the lun9le ihell, portrayin9 in depth end det•il. 
which wovld appear •• a 1olld front in ordinary film. Clouds rland out 

CHA NNEL SUNSET. Re11ln9 In the placid harbor water1 •Ith Mono (ri9hl) 
•nd Stlrlln9 (left), perfectly sllhouelled dedroyer (center) noH• up lo fuel 
b•rcre whose blunl ouitrn• rs b•r•lr dl.cern1ble a9ainrl the darkenin9 shot•· 
line. Landln9 cr•ll (ustd 4S ferry h makln9 tut run from Maid back to 

blllowln9 full. yet Olmy •nd li9hl a9aind pttfed bluenen of P•cific sky. 
M•ny treu without tops rovul devarlatin9 offed of heavy Naval 9un· 
fire when U. S. Te•k force ll shelled Mono durin9 Treasury invadon. 

Ne•y b04ll pool. The sunHI ll9hh up upper sky brilliantly while darlneu 
h•• tellled o•er .. rth .tnd w4ter. From dayll9ht lo complete darkneu in fl•• mln1tes Is • typlc•I sunset In the South Pacific. 



CAmP OSTmAn 

''ISL ADD H'' 



LAND-GOING SUBMARINE. A ballallon truck "fertlH'' men of the 871h 
•croH lht •wt1omt "moat," which practically surrounded early Camp Ost. 
man area for much loo long. Almost dally lorrtntlal downpours for wttks 
madt slluolions similar lo this a common sl.;ihl. 

HIDEAWAY. Surrounded onliroly by lan9led ve91lation, cleverly camou· 
fla9ed by Nature. a b4ck-sa•in9 cr•no auhh ballollon storekeeper.' .. d 
rl99ers 1aborlously unloadln~ ptll•h ol Invaluable 1upplies from ships lo 
bt hidden In this secret supply dump, 

NERVE C~NTElt. It was flnt thln9s first In contlructing the new camp. 
Hert, eu·swln.;iing urponlers build bomb·ttsisling underground communi· 
cations du9oul using walenotked mtho9any and ltakwood logs from sur­
roundln9 lottsf. Structure wu e•tnluelly sandba99od. 

MORE PROVISIONS ARRIVE. A monstrous carryall jampackod with •!tally· 
noeded suppllt1 And provisions for early occup;,l1on forcH on Stlrllng, 
rumbles cautiously down a tortuous road, blazed only a few hourt tarller 
by a 1weatin9 SHbH and his bulldozer. 

QUICK LUNCH. Btt...ttn truckloads of supplies stead:I/ pourir9 Into lhe 
new camp, work-hun9ry Stabtts hutily grab a bile o impromptu chow. 
Any limo wH chow-time ti this stage when tho cry was work. w:>rk, ond 
then more work The days wtte ne•er lon9 enough. 

WATER POINT. In the midst of this God-made (un9le t Subtt·bulll 
(17th) w•ler pl•nt Is optrtlin9, Trucks haul the preclouJ huld continuously 
so sw .. t-so•ktd mtn-lo whom a bath was only a memory-may a9tin fttl 
humtn, Waler r•ltd • lop priority. 



AND DAMN THE TORPEDOES! T•piul of the several early "super· 
hi9hw•ys" IHdln9 Into unshod Camp Os1men was this obll•cl• 
course which tostocf the mottle of oven tho 1touteil lruckdrlvors 
lhrou9houl tho memorable month• followln9 the Invasion. "Pilots" 
o f heavy-duly lruch •pproachod such dilemmas "'ith considerable 

mis9i•in9 •s lho depth of such unchertecf "lakei" nalur•lly 
••t1•d with the •mount of rainfall. Howe.,er ... r• Oivisioo was 1

'0tt 
tho ball" and kept 'em rollin9 d•y •ncf ni9hl. It was Man •s. 
N.turt. 

LIFE AT CAmP OSTmAn WAS STERILE EHISTEDCE 
To on isolated few, "Island X" wos "Homo, Sweet Homo." To all 

othors, however, it wos tho 87th's "Devil's Island." To one ond oil, 
"The Rock" roprosonlod on 1 t-monlh inlorludo ~pent like de9rodod 
caslowoys on a I xJ corol londspeck in tho lonely Pacific. Why Sllrl· 
in9'1 operotionol codo nomo wos GOODTIM~ wos never loornod. 

From tho first doy1 of tho mud-drenched bivouac in October ond 
November, 1943 until tho day of doporturo in September, 194+, !ho 
mon lived in the crudosl and most primitive manner imoginoblo. 
Propriety ond customs wero soon all but discorded, 

Sleop wos virtually impouible in the bivouoc oree. It wos, in foci, 
o hellish ni9htmero of jogged corol, sworms of persistent insects and 
hordes of such monsters es gionl iguonos, scorpions, lond-crobs, conli· 
podos end tho doodly corol snoko. 

Pup.tents wero smoll protoclion ogoinst tho incossont roins. Through· 
out the long, restless nights, tho oorio woil;ng of oir-roid sirens end 
lhe deep borkinq of AA guns wero intorsporsod with weird jungle 
l'Oi~!'S. Attach or dysentery oddod lo the general misery. Ir wos in­
variably o hollow-eyed, woter-soo~ed crew reporlinq for early duty. 

Once the lop-priority oir strip wos begun, eoch division com· 
rnenced dooring ih own oreo in the moin comp. Armed with oxes 
and rnocholes, crows first hocked out clearings for tents. Then, 'doters 
cloorod narrow roods between rows of tents o"d the comp began to 
shepe up. 

Soil removed in 'dozing weokoned the foundation of the lowering 
hoes by further exposing the olroody shollow roofs. During the worst 
w1"d1torms, tho wary mon u1uolly evecuo1od their tents in fovor of 
cl~orod oreos tao tho rifle ronge. lnovitobly, fonts were destroyed by 
crashing junglo monorchs until eventually this monoce superseded tho 
Jop thro~I. 

As the vast islond-dovolopmenl progrom OXJ)4nded, chigger bitos 
cousod tho mos t Iott mon·hours. Othor prevolont offlictions wero 
junglo rot, fungus. uleors ond hoot rosh. Locorolions become infoctod 
ovorni9hl. Tho mon gulped doily doses of o lo brine, solt table ts ond 
vilomin pills to slay on tholr foot. 

Throughout !hose oorly, trying months, money, os such. had ob. 
solutoly no value. Ciqorettes, condy ond loilel orticles wore free. The 
Solomons medium of exchange wos borler, but there wos little to 
borgein for. 

Tho 87th quidly cullivotod neighboring New Zoolonders. Tho con· 

noclion was usuolly good for leo or beer. Howev5r, tho Kiwis gon­
orolly contrived lo gel bod more than they gove. 

Eorly 11lond chow consisted lorgely of wormed.over field rotions. 
Whon frosh moot mode its infroquont oppooronce on holidoys like 
Chrislmos end Now Yoor's, tho moles were unoblo lo do ii iuslico. 

Procuring food from visiting morchont ships become tho most 
highly developed of mony cutthroat orls in tho forword oreo. It wes 
every outfit for itself with no holds borred ! 

liquor c:oufd bo hod of $35 to $50 e frfth. Crudo stills hid­
den under trunks of trees, produced potent "Jungle Juice" from 
hondy items like roisins, fruit bori, c:onnod corn or apricots. Only oftor 
mony hod becomo violently ill did lslond Commond clomp down. 

Most men experienced their first reel earthquake on 2"1 December 
19"13. Many in breoHest chow-line wore hurled to the ground. Losser 
quokes and tremors occurred periodic:olly. Other thon oir·moiled clip­
pings, tho men depended upon THE MITCHELL ond THE DAILY 
MAIL ( two·poge mimoogrophed newsheots) for current news. 

Scuttlebutt become rife that once tho Strip wos completed tho 
beltolion would get o 30-doy leave in New Zealond, The abortive 
Kovienq push collopsed but if wos in the molcing jint long enouqh 
to blost tho visit "Down Under.' 

Stirling wos strictly o womonfoss world. Except for on occosio~el 
flight nurse, tho only while women the men sow woro thoso with 
Bob Hopo ond Jock Bonny. 

Tho moles resorted lo olmost every porlimo io speed tho droggin9 
doys. Hunting coleyes solved Iha problem for mo.ny: Sou.voni!· 
making turnod the Irick for some. O!hors r.esorted to f1sh!ng t_nps tn 

tho MISSEABEE, swimming 01 Folomo1 or hikes to tho nelive v1lloges. 
Tho planned rocreo tion progrem i,ncl~ded boskofboll, ~olloyboll, s~h­
boll, bo~inq, wrostling. horsoshoo p1tch1ng ond, finally, ping ponql Fivo 
bo ttolion off 1cers wore ludy in 11 restricted lottery ond flew to Aus· 
trolio for o loovo. Thoy rejoined the outfit ot New Col. 

Morolo wos tromondously Improved when lhe bott11lion wos ewordod 
Its fir51 boltlo 1tor for tho Treosury-Bougoinville operation. 

But all wesn'I work ond boredom on Stirling. Twice tho bug·eyod 
men wotchod o mighly tosk forco shelling noorby Shortlond lslonds. 
Block alerts were not infrequent, 

When the jungle-botlered outfit loft Stirling in September, 19H, 
the men hed obsorbcd their fill of tho tropics. The ned destinotion­
no matter whoro-would certoinly be on improvement! 



new CHOW HALL BUILT ID UIRGID JUDGLE 

JUNGLE SUFFERS SET-BACK. Not ovon this almost impenetrable jun9lo 
can wlth1lond the Sooboo1' assault os thoy labor tire lessly to push bock 
tho thick, oroon mou for tho now 871h chow hall. Here In a neatly bull· 
doted ctntrol cloorln9, concroto foundations aro laid. A hastily. pitched lent 

WHEN DO WE EAT7 Ev•nlually, th• buddln9 chow hall commences to 
shopo up as skilled corp1nlers, aullt1d by muscular apprentices and lab· 
orus, hasten lo complete the bulldlnc;i so their shipmates might eat without 
undue exposure lo tho unpredlctablt tropical 1t1ments. 
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(rloht) provide• a haven whore workers exhausted from Intense equatorial 
hut ond 1llflln9 humidity may recuperate . Nole unusua l bultressln9 roots 
of lorc;ior tru s (01tromo loft and right) characteristically sproadln9 ouf 
in all directions. 

FLYLESSI Tho ossontlal project completed, the end of the lnitlal chow· 
lln1 moy be Htn 1lowly dhaf'pldrln9 belwe'tn the meu holl win91. Com• 
p,l1t1ly 1cr11n1d out, Stlrllng 1 pesky flits were, al last, deprived of the 
'prMl1c;ie" of d lnlnc;i with the 871h. 



NO VACANCIES. Tholr once bountiful 1n1r9y slowly drained away by tho 
suction of torrid heal, Saab11s r1cupor1t1 from multiple tropical illn1u11 
In Sick lay. Stool helmets h1n9 In r11dln1u in use of a surprise air raid 

AFTER SICK CALL. Pharm1cist M1t11, Ant Cius John Baker (left) and 
Fred Colby run l1bor1tory tests and post 1nlrl11 lo men's health records, 
lollowln1 busy sick ull. The 871h dispensary Included • complete oporalin9 
tel·up ond • dtnlal office that wos • 9oin9 concern. 

TROPICAL HOSPITAL. In this raln·drtnched fun9l1 rendezvous, safe from 
lhe probln9 eyes of enemy bombers, Iha Sick ••r. was corulruclad none 
loo soon. Here, near • h1'Jh cliff overlookin9 the 9 omin9 Coral Su, lop· 
••• O 0 oO O O • - • ·- · • •• · - ·· -- •• ....... .,. ..... ~ .. ..,,. .. u ... •t.t ... ., f,..,_ ....... _ 

by the enemy. Another batta llon picture of this ward appears on pa9• 
L Vl of CAN DO. Contr•ry to Iha author's deft implication. Iha 17th had 
only on• case of bona lido malaria durin9 twol•a months in Iha Solomons. 

CHIGOES. Just about 1v1ryon1 1•1nlually acquired • case of "fl991n." 
Caused by a microscopic rod mite. u..,ally found on lroplcol v19etatlon, 
resultant Infections wore almost invariably made worse by unconlroll1ble 
<etalchln9. Chief Art Coffins ••hibils his infKied 1191. 

bombln91, straRn9s ud construction 1cclde11h. One of the earliest bulld­
ln91 finished, this hospltol proved lnnluable, not only lo the 17th, bill to 
mHy other nurby outnts without proper medlc1I facllitiu. 



HOUSE OF DAVID. Full-feced b•ards. as well as bushy mustaches, 
sotimed to flourish on Stlrlln9 as nowhere else on the 87th's trans· 
Pacific sa9a. Just ebout everyon-both officers and men-either 
sprouted-or attempted to sprout-the most formidable fociel edorn• 
ment possible, bul finally the pride·smashin9 order was htnded 

down, ALL HANDS-SHAVE OFF FACE B!:ARDS! (Ruson: too 
ununllaryl) Left to ri9ht: lister ("Monty Wooley") Herrell 1 Charlie 8<Hhr, Jim Moore, Kin9 Norton. Byron Chronic ano 
Charlie Johnson. 

JUOGLE "BRUSH" 
SHAVING TAKES A HOLIDAY 

A S ALMOST EVERYONE LETS 

HIS WHISKERS GROW WILD 

In the lush, green Treosury jungles, iho urge 10 exprESs one's personolity bocomo o 
dreomor's reolily. ot lost. Perhops, the longled end moiled noturol growth hod something 
to do with this gusty comoufloge epidemic. 

At first, the morning's routine sht\vo wos. of necessity. posiponed. ThC'n, H was simply 
forgotten. 

Soon hoir hodgos sprouted from eor lo oor vio the chin. Impressive hondlebors were 
l roined to slond erect or point-frequently with the oid of soil-moker s beesw11x. 

Youthful foces hopefully culiivoted o crop of pooch-fuzz. while othen proudly disployod 
hondfuls of monly "spinach." 

Bushes of block, brown or floming red become badges of disiinction. C ompetition become 
increosingly keonar. A shipmate's soc.ial standing was delermined by tho heir on his foco­
not o n his chos t I 

This voguo slowly ovolvod Info ortislic londscope gardening until ono doy-"lho boom 
wos droppodl ll" 

Tho order hod lwo immedi4to effects: it enoblod Notu re tc resume her course wilh many 
hopefuls ond ollowod iho be.whiskered element lo shed on extra blon~et JI 

THE DOC. Lt. Comdr. Frederlclr P. Os9ood of Toledo orl9lnal Senior 
Medic.I Offlcer, sttms to hive 1lso cau9hl the trend ol burd·sproutln9 
u he proudly nhlbil1 hl1 own n .. tty·trlmmed "Van Dylre" for future South 
Pacific w11rrlors. 

THE BEARD. Nol lo be ouidone by lesser spirits, Ueut. Rey Pepe, SI. 
Louis, 9ivu • prime Hemple of how a fo,,.,ard-aru b .. rd should re1lly 
loolr. Never without his lnsepareble d9ar, Ue11I. "Crusty" seldom missed 
a trick "Up front!" 



TIMBERI Hu9e wat.n<Mftod lo9s, on Invaluable by-product of tho clearing 
for nurby Stlrlln9 Strlp1 •w•lt procustn9 at the 87th's portable sawmill 
(partla lly shown on baca9round). This moll furnished lumber for alt the 
mod Important projects in tho Trtosurles. 

SWEATING Ir OUT, Shlrtleu, burdod sawmtll l\onds prtp.,e a lar9t 
111li•t log for i.wlng Into finished lumber for !ht Innumera ble fop-pri· 
orlty fob1 all over Mo110 a11d Stirli119. Profech, It 1otm•d to !hue men, 
could never bt 1uppll1d with enou9h lumber lo motl the over-lnc1eu ln9 

All WET. A hutily-<.on•frucltd shod ,Provides iMdoquafe shotfor for men 
••d machinery •Jl••nri Sllrlln9's punhng element>. The hearty Hwmillers, 
" boued" by Chotl Carptnltr W. C. Gladish and Chid Leo McOontld, 
.,,,. •lweys tither ••••f·s<Mktd or •howtr-dronched. 

demands, lumber for their own camp nttd• alw•y• S'temod lo bt the bot­
tom ordor. lntorwO'len 1urroundln9 jungle insured a bountiful supply of huge 
lukwood end meho91ny 1091, De l r average output we1 ,,SOO boitd fut. 



KNOCKING OUT POCKETS. Spraying water-fllled pockets in the volcanic· 
ash cliffs adjacent Camp Ostman with lethal dlenl oil, the Malaria Con· 
trol 9roup succeeded In conquering an enerr.y rated eight limu more 

ClOSIN;; IN FOR lHE Kill . like modern Paul Bunyans tho le9endary 
American timb ... man, four husky, a1e·swin9ln9 Ma!aria Controllers liter­
ally hock their "'•Y throu9h almost inpenelrablt undergrowth lo " splash" 

EXTER MINATION, Ruchlng tho fako. Malaria Control "puts lo sea" lo 
ferret out 6nd dettlroy tho mosquiloes' secret breedin9 dons. Everr nook 
ond cove Is "bombarded" with doodly dlesel oil and a thin film of 

dangerous than the deadliest Jap in the Norlhttn Solomons. l e ft lo ri9hl: 
Shelah KornJ.. Ernnsl Lommatsch, Jr., George Beoto, Au9ust Kafer, Raymond 
Austin and vren Ammerman. 

molorla ·corrying mosqullou. These puts operated a9ainst the 871h from 
the bollallon's waler-point bas-Soola lake. loft to ri9hl: Sam Janka. 
Edwbrd O'Con, Ralph ("Mush") Masciarelli and Angolo Insalaco. 

tho smotherin9 a9 t nl Is spread over the lake's surface each week. lell 
lo rl9h1: Ernest lommouch, Jr., Oren Ammerman, Lorre Andre, Raymond 
David and Sheloh Korn. 



II MOS9UITO'S NIGHTMARE, The 17 oric3lnal members of th• 
871h Mfl orlo Control 9roup are shown at their Camp Oslman op· 
erotlonol baso, complolo with a toolshed full of anti-mosquito 9 oar 
a nd drums of ihe lndlspen1ablo diesel oil. Loft to ri9ht (sooted}: 

soLomons: 12 mon1Hs­
mALARIA: n11 

A tiny islond so infoslod by insec:ls of every description thot ii 
foirly crowlod. Jungle so thick it was well-nigh impenetrable. Cliffs 
so shoor. one slip would hovo moonl not only brooking every bone in 
one's body. but olso boing loceratod beyond recognition by the rotor· 
edge vokonic osh. 

All that ond much more wos tho problem that confronted the 87th 
Moloria. Control unit when it arrived on Stirling Island in lalo 1943. 
Half of tho island was assigned lo tho battalion lo debug ond 
maintain. 

As tho undergrowth was cloorod and the thousands of breeding 
pieces of tho dangorous molorio-corrior wore sprayed with o special 
diesel oil and kerosene solution (DDT wos not then avoiloblo). o 
qroduol lessening of mosquitoes bocamo apparent. 

Breeding places were found not only in tho puddles, coconut shells, 
swamps and rotting l09s, but also along cliffs, 150 to 200 feel above 
the ocean. 

The volonic osh of those bluHs wos similar in appearance ro o pot­
riliod spongo-coko, ond, consequently, provided innumerable podets, 
wh : h acted os cotch-bosins for tho lidos ond tho rains. Theso pockets 
also mode comfortable dwellings for mony molorio-corrying mos· 
quiloes ond their looming offspring. 

Tides ond torronliol reins conspired to mo~o the task of tho hardy 
Molo1io group ono of endless •Ploying. They olso hod the job of 
spraying Soolo Loko, tho moin fresh-wotor reservoir of the island. 

Thon, thoro wos tho problem of prevent ing soo·wolor from soop­
lng into o frosh-wa ler loko on noo1by Mono lsiond just across tho 
chonnel. Tho loko wos ot o lowor IGvel !hon tho noorby ocean; con 
sequently, salt wo tor ron into tho loke during high tides. 

This wos ovorcomo by o dom built by tho unit. As o result of this 
l11borious work, lho lovol of tho frosh wolor wos soon raised to o 
point obovo soo·lovol. 

Because of tho fine work of those porsislont "microbe hunters," tho 
87th hod only ono coso of molorio (quostionoblo) during its long rosi· 
donco in one of th11 worsi infested oroos on Eorlh. 

Rollins • nd David : (knHlln9}: In salaco. Lommah ch, Beole, Huu ey, 
O 'Con {with pipe ), Mohr • nd Ammerma n; (sland ing) : Kale r, 
Masciorelll, Ha.tom, J anka and Andre; (top of shed}: Kern a nd 
Boehm; (on lop of barrel}: Raymond Austin . 

BEWARE! Re produced above by John Sc hu ler Is o replica of the first ma· 
la rio oducatlono l poster displayed on Stlrtln9, Battolion members were alarmed 
lo lurn lh• I malo rla wu clalmln9 1l9ht vlci ims to the J aps' one lh rou9houl 
the le•er·rtddtn Solomons. 



SHOPS HEEP PROJECTS 

CARPENTER SHOP. Chief C•rp•nler'• M•le "Bob" Parrott and Carp~n· 
fer K•rl Jehennonen (left unl•r) study detailed blueprint al an •m­
pro•ised table "'hlle machine.handy anlstanh turn out all types of furni· 
lure from noli•o lumber for the 87th and other unih. 

81G STUFF. Vllol to the sustaln•d condruclion progreu of Stirling Field 
was the euenll•I work done by the highly skilled crew of th'e Heavy· 
Duly M•chlne Shop on such monstrous u rthmo•lng equipment es power 
1ho•eh, c1rry1ll1, bulldouri end motor 9 r1den . 

ROLLlnG AROUnD CLO CJ 

ILACKSMITHS ANO WELDERS. By continuously malcin9 new machine parts 
.. d "'eldlng others that couldn't be immediately replaced, tho bledsmith 
.. d w1ldln9 shop operated day and ni9ht to keop strip equipment In 
llp·lop oporatln9 condition rl9ht around the clock. 

LIGHTWEIGHTS, No motor problem pro•ed loo difficult for the crack 
mecha nic s of the Lh1ht.Outy Machine Shop, who speciallud In truch, 
IHPI etc. Left to ri9hl: Sylvester Sava~ •· Chief Carpenter Edwerd 
(" lulch") O'Mura, Chief Robert (" Pappy ') Holt and Amerlco l rln l. 



87TH SUPPLIED STIRLIDG 
WATER 

In tho pion• of ollocl on onemy·hold sectors. little is left t·o 
clionc(o, /\ upply of wolor is of prime importonce omong the mony 
obj!lc lives. 

lmmediolely upon fonding in the Treosury lslonds New Zeolond 
engineers, with tho oid of ooriol reconnoissonce photos, loc~ted fresh. 
woler Soolo Lole in tho midst of the molted jungle on Stirling Island. 
A road wos pushed through ot once by 87th bulldozers and on the 
third doy pumps woro erected ond sorvico lo tho invosion troops com· 
rn~nced. 

Milo Yonosci~ Bob Scanlon ond Ed Joo Mulhorn. oil of the B71h's 
troi : ·blozi.ig Com pony /\, woro dotoilod lo oid in the operation. An 
output of 3,000 go llons por doy wos sufficient for o while. 

When tho moin body of the 87th orrivod, however, the Kiwis re· 
linqulshod control ond the dovolopmont of tho wotor point become a 
bottalion project. 

Pump altor pump wos installed ond under lhe supervision of Chief 
Shipfitler "Jock" Ormiston, now methods lor lreating the impure 
woler were producing gratifying rosulh. 

Lieut. William C. Reilly. in chorge of the design of the water sys· 
tem, soon evolvod on officienl method of supply. Wolor wos pumped 
up throuqh pipes to huge reservoir lowers from which oil mojor units 
w9rl) oble to drow. Smotlor units. howover still corlod their wc)ler by 
1.,n~, trud or lroiler. 

/\ 15.000·oollon tonk wos set up bnsido tho pumf.s. The wc)ler wos 
forcec! into troughs locotod ot tho lop. Through ho es in the sides of 
the1e troughs. ii coscoded ton feet, thereby ooroling itself thoroughly 
before being distributed. 

Every holf nour tho woter wos chodod ond losfod lo see that it 
conformed lo tho required slondords. Tho lost established the 
hvpochforido of limo content ol one port in one million parts of 
water, Doily output ovenluolly reoched 120,000 gallons. 

With tho help of tho Molario Control group, lhe swampy jungle 
oond, with its shoreline of 1onglod frees ond brush, wos transformed 
into o corol·bonled modern r!lsorvoir. 

By 'onslont hord wor~ ond by continuolly dovisin9 now woy$ ond 
"'Mns of 1ncroesmg tho efficiency of oporolion, the 87th Water De· 
~r·!T'on wo1 oblo lo provide ell units on Stirling with on ample 
supply of pure, poloblo wolor, thus contributing greatly to lho 
hc~'th Md comfort ol tho ontiro :1lt1nd. 

WATER TOWER. Towerln9 •lrtu•lly •• high •• lht l•tlut 1urroundin9 jun9lo 
monuch, this lmpo1in9 "'•lu towu tuppllu th• prouuro for tho onlire C.mp 
Ostm'n w•lu aylltm. Puch•d hi9h on lht 1uppot1in9 platform, Li•ut. Wil· 
ll~m C lttll!y looh his proi•ct ovor. 

TOP TO BOTTOM: TEST CASE, Lieut, Rollly, 871h "'"'" supply olflcor, 
ob .. rvts Hubert Rieck, Jr., runnln9 a ptriodlcal test for chlorine conttnl 
In purlfltd watu at Soola Lak• . Tho Island name on 1l9n Is correctly 
and ofllclolly tpollod STIRLING-not STERLING. LAKE VIEW. This ahot of 
lht rur of tho bollallon'1 woltr· purlfyin9 pion!, taken from a rowbo• t 
edrlfl on Cf'l'<tal-cl .. r Sool• &..ke, ro•tals the 87th·buill and opereled 
pl•nt •9olntl • maJullc lun9lt b~d9round. Sr1uble crocodil" infested 
the l•kt . CHECK.UP. Comdr. Eaalorly confers with Chief Shipfilltr "Jeer 
Ormiston about w•ttr· pUtifyinQ equipmtnl recently indalltd. The sl9r>­
" A Clun Ship h • H•ppy Shl p"-rocalls shadu of Li•Vf. i:.lbtr's cherry 
" prop•Q•nda' aboard the S. S. ttOllN WENTLEY. 



"HARKI THE HERALD ANGELS SING." Though the prosptch for lht 
flrtt Yultllde ovtrse4' were none too brl9hl, many spirits were tlfltd urly 
Chrlltmos mornln9 by the tbove 9roup of carol-sin9in9 New Zealanders 

ATTENTION! The Chrlllmas spirit and carol-•in9in9 coa>1 momonlirlly 
white "Tho Miiitary" lths over, While all stand at attution, Mike Cor­
rtdo, bolltllon bu9ler, blows "Colors" H "Old Glory" is hoisted sky· 

DINNER IN THE MAKING. In order that Christmas ml9hl bo as foylul 
on occasion ts possible the cooks and bakers worked unlirln9ly, prepar­
ln9 the feast lon9 antldptled. Turkeys, btin9 prepared above, formed but 

from the tdjacent camp. Even cooks and bakers (ri9hl), overhurin9 the 
old familiar son9s, temporirilr left their stoves and ovtn• for • few 
moments to listen. 

ward. This .cent Is ptrliculorly si9nilicanl inasmuch as this wes the sec· 
ond fla9·rahin9 ctrtmony al newly-built Camp OJtman. Camp was umtd 
for Seam•n Edwin Ostman, mluin9 In action. 

• part of the complete menu servtd •I Christmas dinner. Workin9 (left 
lo rl9hl): Cillef John Duarte, Lundquist, Ro9ers. Chio! "Jack" Smelher, 
Short, Shoup, Ktcrkowskl end Goodrich, 



JINGLE IELLS. P11hap<, the most 9ala 1943 Chrlslrr.as Eve party in the 
Camp Ostman areo was held In the 87th dlsbursln9 office. Brid9in~ the 
tr1dltlonJI 9ull ulsting b•lwHn officers and enlisted pe:sonnel, ' Gold 
Br•ld" and the mates pay homa9e to their priceless heritage of Yuletide. 

Chief Carl W. Ruble, Lesin9lon, Virginia (Santa Claus), tuds all hands In 
• r•ft•r-sh•kin9 chorus of JINGLE BELLS as Jack Jona, Cleve:and, opens 
another packa9e, Refruhmenls featured Iced beer and "The Real McCoyl" 

mATES CELEBRATE FIRST OUERSEAS CHRISTmAS ID JUDGLE 
Two1 tho niqht boforo Christmos ond oll through the house •.. 

dirty woler crowled ovor sloppy, foot.churned, block mud, then possed 
on into tho ne•I font. 

Rain drippod consfontly from tho convos ovorheod, splottering upon 
sheltor·holf or poncho-covered cots end forming miniolure pools. Oil­
fillod bottles omitlod smoky ond jerky flomos from their twisted rog 
wicks. Clothing wos wot, tho bedding domp. It hod been domp for 
weeks ond wos now beginning ro smell . 

Such wos tho boHolion's first oversoos Christmos Eve in the heorl of 
tho droory, choorloss Stirling jungle. 

For most, it wes tho first Chrislmos Evo owoy from home. Tho 
night hold only ono consololion-cinomy bombers might not come 
over In tho soupy wM lhor. A fow pro·em1ngod gol-logethers were 
hold in tho moro wQe thorproof tenh. Sovorol motes hod oven fesh· 
loned smell Christmas frees from hondy jungle growth, trimming thom 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! Posed before • h••tlly improvised Christmas tr .. , 
•pproprl4tely decor•led with tlnsel and 1 .... , from nearby eucalyptus 
lnei. Comdr. E••t11ty •nd LI. Comdr. Flynn receive a MERRY CHRIST· 

with wrapping popor ond finsolod string off pockogos from homo. 
Now ond then, on old, fomilier Christmas carol would begin wme· 

whore. It follered ond bro~o ofter ono or two verses. Something wos 
lo ding. 

Tho potlios didn't lost long. A 12-hour work schedule ioft fittfe 
limo for parties, ond Christmas Doy wos just another doy of herd 
labor from down until dus~ on unfinished Stirling Strip for most 
of tho gong. 

Still. o good many moy not hove fallen asleep al once, Perhaps, 
visions of post Christmos Evos 11 ppoorod before them in tho dismol 
night-visions of helping tho wife with the tree ond orronging pros· 
onls for the fomily; of otlonding o golo Yulotide porly with tho girl­
friond: of tho m11ny things o guy could bo doing if he wero homo on 
Christmas Evo inslood of in !ho doprossing Solomons. 

Luckily, no oir olort sounded !hot night. The J11ps did not como 
ovor. It wos troJly peaceful, 

MAS TO All from "celebratln9" cooh and bakeri. Repfesenlin9 the 
9olley stall In rear are (left to right): Arnold Shoup, Emmett June, Chief 
John Duerte and Matt Caffrey. 



AFTERMATH. Torn and l"'lded coh on which men ,..,. s1 .. pln9, suttertd 
seaba9s. mH• 9ear. buckets. loot lockers. fellers. etc •• ••• all lhtl remai• 
of camp silt In S Oi•bion where lour mu were •ill•d du1ln9 the tit• 
nl9ht bombln9 r•ld of 12 January "44 Chief 8os·11·1 Melt Ted Marienthal, 

OUOSI Chltl John Porter erhlbits lour Jtp two.pound Hli·pusonnel 
bombs. Dropped from tru-lo•tl hel9ht, most enemy " e99s" htd trmln9 
llns dtmt94d by 1unc;ilo brtn~h•s durlnc;i d11cenl. Thirty.two wue found In 
the Ctmp ttH lol owln9 mornln9. 

New York City. sttrcht1 debris lor items of personel effects lo be a.nl lo 
deceased men"s ••11111 of kin ." Note shrapn•I lrom bombs embedded In 
tr .. (left) a .1d «•ndilion of lent. 

SKYLIGHT St1Vln9 •• a 9rlm reminder ol the p1e•lou1 nl9h1 '1 bombln9, 
this fe99td hole In the chow hell roof con•lnced tit ' 0doublen°0 lhtl the 
enemr w•s pfayin~ for kups. lluuell Kenter peers lhrou9h " s•yli9hl" 
crHled by Jep •nit-personnel bomb. 
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THE MORNING AFTER. These sizea ble ma hogany and lealrwood 
h eu lay b roken and 1plintered by a sin9le Jap bomb. Having 
withstood the onslau9ht ol many a tropica l hurricane and typhoon , 
they were 1nopped like malch1toc1" by a 140·pounder. This was the 

scene that 9 reeted the eyu of the daud 87th the morning follow­
in9 the ell·:>ut raid . The thou9ht foremost in all minds WdS lo 
thank God that this one hod la nd ed here. rather than on some 
rnate•s tint . 

J A p B 0 m BS H I L l 5, wouno 3 4 
From 27 Ocfobor unfil several weoh following D-doy of the Treos­

ury-Bougo invillo campoign, Stirling absorbod e plasle ring equal lo 
!hot received by nny islond in lho South Pacific. Once the 90s were 
in place, the onomy W<'JS forced to koep ot " high altifude, moking 
thoir bombing generally inoccurolo. 

Ono night, 12 Jonuary, around 2030, Tojo's " Freight Tr1Jin" camo 
in ogain under on idt1ol full moon. All honds hit tho dirt ond tho 
routi ne performance boqan oll over ogoin. 

Radars picked up another flight when tho first formation lumbered 
past, high abovo o withering Oal curtain. Then, several more 
flights. Every searchlight on Mono and Siirling began sweeping 
overhead. II was unli~e anything in the past. Previously, they would 
circle a bit drop lhoir "eggs" and depart. This was different. 

At timet five or six t..,in-motored bombers re!Tlained in tho light 
beams while other flights moved in. Rodar-guided 90s, 40s and 20s 
criss-crossed the s~y with tr1Jcers until ii looked like a tangled mass of 
silvery spider-webs. 

Tho qrindin•; sou'ld of power-dives end oxpfoding bombs become 
deafening. Enemy fighters darted in at tree-lop level, strafed, von­
ishod-thon 1oro in again. 

Invasion rumors spread l1Lo wildfire. ff was suspeded thot perhops 
plonos from Rabeul, Bougainvillo and possibly T ru~ wore being sup­
ported by o lorqe corrior force offshore somewhere. Without doubt, 
tho Jops wore sloginq who! oppeored lo be <'Jn 1111-oul effort. 

Thora wos no donyinq ihoir reckless or fantastic coureqe thot 
11ight. They sowed liulds of thin melol slivers otloched lo tiny para­
chutes. Tfleso lites angoqod 1ho rodor beams while other plones dove 
in to bomb ond slrofo. Ono Jop Jailed a returning Mitchell. Rottling 
oll lluont English ov!lr his radio, ho switched on his lights and coasied 
in M H lo lond. At the strip's edge, his piano suddenly roorod, spewed 
i i~ bombs ond spod tiwoy. 

Another plone sneaked in during " lull in the firing. A siring of 
explosions followed his qlide ovor the 87fh's port of Stirling before 
qun crow~ wore oven aworc of his presence. Mob hysierilJ resulted. 
~r1111lic males milled around in tho darkness, yelling for missing 
buddies. Wounded mon and shock co~os stumbled along tho roods. In 
S Division, officers ond men tried desperately to restore order. 
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Ono or two bombs hod slruc~ tho fonts in which Eddie Burns. Bioko 
Musselman, Art Neppen ond Don Fitzgerald lived. All were killod 
inslanlly. The noorby New Zoalond supply dump received a direct 
hit. Another bomb londod within ihree feet of the 87th Supply Of­
fice. Ono porsonnol bomb went through the bottolion chow hall. 

Several fruds carrying AA ammunition were knoded out by dive· 
bombers. Se<'Jrchlights woro out of 1Jclion all over the islond. Bombs 
coused damage in all concoiveble pieces, since both Mono end 
Stirling wore iomp<'lckod with men ond equipment. 

The 871h Sid Boy w11s ovorcrowded. Casuolties wore odmiHed from 
lhe I Ith Airdrome, CASU 8 end the 198th Field Artillery. Doctors 
<'lnd corpsmen worked unceasingly over iho wounded. 

Unexploded two-pound onti-personnol bombs were found scolterod 
.,11 over camo tho! night ond the next morning. Tho densely interwov£"> 
bronchos <'Jnd vinos overhead were responsible for most of the 
duds. 

• Duo lo tho exhouslivo work program, tho men hod had little time 
for digging foxholes out of the solid coral, oespile directives lo 
that end on bulletin boards. Reveille <'JI 0+45 end rernoining on the 
job until 1800 gevo little time oven for supper-lo say nothing of 
woshing, laundry and on occosionel lotter home. 

Tho no•i morning, however, ell but the most essential work porlies 
wore concellod end the men wore orderod lo iake time off for dig· 
ging foxholes. Tho ditch-digger oppeorod ond dug deep irenchos bo· 
lwoon tents in some divisions. Logs wore laid over the lop of tho 
oxcavolions and sandbags piled on as further protociion. 

These precautions cemo none loo soon os lhe "Bogios" IV'Jfe bod 
in considoroblo force iigoin that night, but these roids wore com­
poralivoly shorl-lived. 

However, tho fanoticol Nips pulled the first of o series of early· 
morning daylight snooks on 14 January, ond Roy Goldberg, working 
on 11 grooso truck af tho Strip, was killed by o hedge-hopping Jap, 
who bombed end sfrefod everything in his line of fliglit. 

This was the (ifth 87th de<'llh from enemy action within two days. 
And in addition to tho fatelitios, 11 tol<'JI of 34 had been wounded <'ls 
o result of the essoults. Those, in limo received Purple Hoorls. 

• 



BUDDIES. The brief boat trip from Sfirlin9 completed, truck con· 
faining flag-shrouded bodies finally reaches peaceful Amorican­
New Zealand cemetery\ .set back from the once blood-1oaktd sands 
of Falamal Buch, on Mono. Here, bodies are beln9 carefully low· 

ered lo helmeted pallbearers, pallently wailin9 lo c.arry their de· 
ceased budd!u lo hal1ily-du9 9raves. Battalion members would al· 
ways remember this occasion as a most solemn one. For the flnt 
time, the war, which had once seemed 10 distant, had struclc 
tragically home. 

eome u1c11ms BURIED WITH FULL HOnORS on mono 
Tho hushed crowd moved outsido ond only four persons romoinod 

in tho Recrootion Holl. Eoch loy upon o cot, wropped in o grey 
blonket-silent. It wos 13 Jonuory 1944. 

Twenty.four men entered, dressed in green coverolls ond weoring 
stool helmets. They were the pollbeore~. tho deod men's closes! 
friends. 

A low commond wos given. Shipmates corried their friends outside 
lo woiting lruch. Eight honor guords boorded the leod vehicle with 
tho bodies ond the others followed. 

The lino of trucks slowly woavod through on endless series of mud· 
wallows ond holes in the bomb-pocked road. At Purple Booch, the 
lruch boorded LCMs ond woro lorriod lo the American ond Now 
Zoolond buriol grounds oi Folomlo on Mono lslond. 

Protestant Choploin Ernest T. Morble ond Coiholic Choploin Cyril 
R. Kavanagh delivered !he lost riles of ooch man's foilh. The sorvicos 
woro short ond simple, but thoro could not have been o more sol· 
emn or dignified occasion. Evon the men's worn ond fodcd clothing 
seemed lo odd dignity to tho scone. 

Wor's grim reality surrounded the onlookers. They seemed lo g rosp 
thot lilo itself wos somehow insignilicont-thot it wos only the work 
ohood !hot mottored-ond tho! only lhoy who remoinod to finish tho 
job could best opprociote tho enormous contribution iho fallen hod 
mo do. 

1ntonso tropical heat nocessilotod prompt interment. Coffins ore 
no t found in fron t-line bottlezones. Times doos not permit thoir con· 
sf ruction, 

Tho four shipmotes were loworod in to their groves os oil hends 
stood al attention. Three shorp volleys bro~o lhe silence, Color$ rose 
from holr·mosi lo full sioff. Tho sound of "Tops'' ond ii wos over. 
Tho funerol porly thoughtfully turnod bock. 

Suddenly, on oir olort siren shrilly wornod of opprooching Jop 
plonos, oven before tho LClvls could be loaded for the r&tur11 trip. 
Instinctively, everyone scotlored into noorby New Zeolond foxholes. 

Tho hooch was deserted and the brooding jungle behind tho rows 
and rows of white crosses continued watching in silence. 

TAPS. No military funttal, evtn in tho d;1tant Treasury hlands, would ha•• 
been complete without the peaceful sounding of "Taps." Two other service­
men were buried "' the ume time Burns, F;tt9erald, Musselman and Nappen 
"'ere lald to rest . 



"WITH FULL MILITARY HONORS." Whllo the Honor Guard <land• at 
"Prtsont Arm•," and office" and men ••lute, pallbearen urry flag­
covorod bodlH lo gr•• .. ido for burial with full military honor>. Duo lo 

LAST RllES . Mtn dand with bowed head• a• Ll. (fg) Ernest T. Marble, 
orlglnal battalion chaplain! •oltmnly conduch burial Hrvice• for the 87th'l 
flu! w~r casualtlu. Thi• p clure •PPH<l oll p•9e LI of the Seabee book, 
CAN DO. 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE. Thi• cemetery, with lh thick, grun lun~le 
btck9round, wu con•lrucled by American and New Zealand lroopl. Whole 
croues mork 9rovu of men who paid " the •upreme price" during and 

lnttn11 jungle heal, it ""' Imperative that funerah be held al the earliest 
poulble moment. Ambulance accompanied proceuion a• additional air 
••Id• wore upecltd momentarily. 

SALUTc. The funoral cttemonlu nearly over, all •land at attention a• rllle 
squad flrH ruoundlng salut-a IHI tribute lo the departed. American 
ond Ne" Zeal•nd flog• fly at half·m••I and remained •o until burl•I 
enloura9e hod left Mono. 

after the Inv.don. Here. baltaHon cHuolliu are ca refully lowered to 
their fina l rtlllng placu •• flag• are folded for return lo camp and 
almost certain further u11. 



CORAL CHURCH. War'• reality brought to many an Increased devollon 
to their fa ;th, whether Protestant, Catholic or Jewish. Chaplain's services 
were fairly wall attended. Above, men have assembled in the Coral Church 
lo hoar the Gospel prMched by a shiprr.ate. 

DIVINE SERVICES. In the incompleted benchltm chapel, Chaplain Ernest 
T. Marble leads Protestant worshipper• In hymn·singing. Chaplain's assistant, 
Norirnan Hill, accompanies on a GI organ. Battalion and ACORN men 
bull1t chapel during off·duty hours. 

CRUDE CHURCHES FOSTERED RIELIGIOUS conu1c11ons 
Thousands of miles from thei r native lond, living under odverse 

conditions and faced with lhe grimer ospecls of wor, men in such for. 
word oreas as the Treasury Islands groped for some reminder of 
home with which to carry on ond finish the job ahead. This susten. 
once was often found os many men turned with renewed faith and 
belief lo their religio11. 

With the Japanese d ug in o n Shorfla nd Islands-less than 14 miles 
from Stirling-a seven-day, around-the-clock work schedule was in 
effect for months as men wo rked feve rishly t o keep a ste p oheod 
of the Nips. 

Nevertheless, Divine Services were conducted twice each Sunday 
in the batta lion chow ha ll and ormory for those men able to attend. 
Men of the He b rew foith lroveled eoch Saturday to o neighboring 
outfit lo oltend Jewish services. where, in the obsence o f o choploin, 
they conducted their ow11 services. 

The necessity of ccmpleting Stirling Strip precluded o regular work 

CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD. Chaplain Cyrll R. Ka~anagh, detached 
from ACORN 12 lo the 87th, stands proudly in front of the completed 
chapel. Now o~uipped "<ifh benches, chapel's bulkheads aro screened with 
camouflage netting . The roof is made of tarps. 

detail, so men rallied to build o chapel during off-duly hours. Unde r 
the guidnnce of Chaplain Cyril R. Kavanogh, then attached to 
ACORN 12, native lumber and other essentiol construction materials 
were pro,cured and assembled. After five weeks of self-sacrificing 
effort, th,a mates viewed with pride the completed edifice. 
Althou~ih the bottalion's coostruction progrom eventually sladened, 

some me1n-due lo their wor~ing hours-were still unable to aNend 
Divine Services. Therefore, o church neo r the still unfinished strip was 
begun. Elui lt in a noturol coral cave, it was appropriately named 
C orol Chi urch. Here, services were conducted by the enlisted per· 
sonnel. 

C haf>laiins of oil faiths, whose primary responsibility wos the wel­
fore of t·he crew-especially keeping the mates spiritually "on the 
boll"-were perhaps. ofter oil , mostly responsible for the service· 
mon' s cl~1ssic rejoinder: "Ah, to ke your troubles to the choploin, 
mate!!" 

FIRS1" EASTER OVERSEAS. With the coming of Easter, 1944, the unfa· 
milialr a bsence of femininity In the strictly mascYline congregation didn' t 
detract from the significance of Eastertide at the front. Al Easler Mass, 
Fathe,r Kavanagh again tells the beloved Easter story. 



THE FIRST SHOW. A hutily-construcled platform, built on oil 
drums and covored "ith tarps, provided ample stage for the unit's 
first enlttloinment on Stlrlin9. Men arrived from neighboring unih 
carrying helmoh ond improv11ed ch1irs, packing this small clearing 
lo htM the traveling Ne" Zealand show, To right of sfoge, a lent 
servos as o drossin9 room for the performers' quick changes. 
Presentation consisted of comedy skits, impersonations and vocals 
bocked up by the five·pfece bond. 

DEW ZEALAnD PRESEnTS: 
Whon tho tourin(J Kiwi Concort Party ployed al the 87th early in 

February, 1944, ii wos apporenl that the foe-drinking forces from 
"Down Undor" woro olso concerned obout the morale of all Allied 
troops Jn lho South Pacific. This group coosis!ed of professionals from 
the Now Zeolond Army who entertained wherever such troops were 
stationed. It wos o sort of USO arrongomenf. 

The bost performonco of tho Kiwi Conocert-besl described as o 
variety show-wos not on tho program. As the MC doored his throat 
lo launch tho show with o little of the "Cherrie, Choppies," the oir­
raid siren began its doleful tuno. 

Boforo tho lod could soy. "God Save the King!", he found himself 
gazing ot o fow hundred of his fellow countrymen ond mony empty 
homa·rnodo choirs. which Sooboes hod obondoned in their wild Oight. 
The 87th hod dono it ogoinl It hod sot o now islond record for 
dooring o fhootre oroo !I 

Fortunotoly. the all-door soon sounded ond the men reoppeored 
obovo ground to be further ontertoined. 

No Now Zeolond show is complete without femole impersonotors. 
This show hod two ond thoy walked off with the evenin9's top laurels. 
If they weron't tho reol thing, tho metes thought , they were certainly 
tho best thot could bo hod al tho front . 

The comedians wero in fine form 11nd l->Sured themselves of 11 

good hand by ribbing tho officers unm<>rcifully. A smoll, well- re­
hoarsed bond, compotonl vocalists ond several sloighl-of-hand orfisfs 
completed tho show. Although o bit different from the usuol stoge en­
lortoinmont in lhc Stoles. the Kiwi show hod lifo ond dosh. And when 
lho curtoin wont down, tho crowd endorsed tho performance by yell­
ing I or more. 

Another popular New Zeolond prosontotion was tho All-Brass Mili­
tary Bond of lhe 8th Brigodo. Pro11idin9 o mixture of morliol music, 
semi·clossicol ond populor selections, it w11s quifo well received. 

Troosury-bosod Kiwis often took port in the boxing and wrestling 
shows at tho SEA BEEJOU thootro. Good sports, they time ond 09oin 
proved thomsolvos ruggod ont119onists. 

Tho Seoboos owod mony ploosont hours of rel11x11l ion and entor­
toinmonf to these man of New Zooland-not to overlook o few 
cups of loo when they did tho most good I 

ltEAOING FROM TOP TO BOTTOM: " MISS NEW ZEALAND." l•ck of femi­
nine lolont proved no obstacle for tho ingenious New Zealando". Hore, an 
impononator of females performs convincingly before a whistllng Seaboe au· 
dl•nce. Orcho1tra (In r.ar) is providinc;i background syncopation for lh• 
hilarious son9, "Oh We ltorl" STUDY IN BRASS. Upon another occasion tho 
b attalion w•s vf9or'ously onlertalntd by the Ei<Jhlh New Zealand Bri9acte's 
All-Breu B•nd. For tho1e of the 871h who apprecl•lt good martial music, this 
wu a nl9hl lon9 to bt remembered. This unit wos quite verS6tile, 



ARTIST. John W. Schaefer, Sunbury, Pennsylvania, ta lented battalion a rl­
i•t, pauses momentarily to pose wi th a pair of his " Schaefer G irls" 
painted on win9s ot cinema sta9e. The theatre's name, SEA BEEJOU. was 
selected In contest won by Chief John Porter. 

SEA BEEJOU THEATER 
The theatre areo in ony jungle encampment is always a civic center 

of sorts. All important activi ties were held here: movies, lectures, 
concerts , occasionol USO , hows and the proud nights whe11 the bat­
talion's cHations a nd Purple Hearts were awarded. 

He re, many spirited boxing a nd wrestl ing matches also look place, 
featuring Army, PT Base. New Zeolond ond Seobee ethlefic lolenl 
virtually every Saturday night. Few, if any, ere likely lo forget the 
wild, free-swinging " Bottle of the Century" tho! uproarious night 
when "Zeke" Amoto ond Mi~e Kocian slugged it out for three 
hila rious rounds with tho fracas e nd ing in true story-book fashion. 

The balta lion's swing bond often entertained he re with their g roovy 
rend itions, freq uently exciting audience members to impromptu jive 
exh:b il io ns on stage. 

Downpours rarely discouraged anyone. It roined all the time any­
way. At least, one' s lime was his own of the movies. He could either 
sing lo the bouncing boll, wakh the cinema or 90 to sleep as he 
pleased. 

And if perchance the evening's flicker was loo odorous, one could 
usuolly pass time by go?ing ot forget planes c ircli ng overheod, cooght 
in the converg ing beams of powerful searchl ights. 

Far more important, however, wes the do il y short-wove newscas t 
from Son Francisco eher evening chow, All honds would sit quietly-

JUMP TIME. Tho 87th Swln9 Band was responsi bl~ for a 9enorous rortlon 
of tho unlt's ontertainmont, playing bofore movies and upon specla occa· 
sions. Hore

1 
tho orchestra hits a few hot lick• as Bandleader Norman 

("Blrd-Lo9s ') Grier listens (offsta9e) with a critical oar. 

THE HUB. The oY'era ll tbealro area wa s easily the most used place of 
assembly in Camp Ostman. Tho mates often braved torrential d~wnpours 
to see favorite Hollywood stars, ma ny of whom they ha d fra lernizad 
1>1ith in faraway Ca lifornia . Ca mp lifo revolved about this spot. 

WAS CIUIC CEDTER 
sometimes a bit tensely when the Japs were jamming the air with 
st11tic-11nd listen to some Stateside announcer beaming the happen­
ings of the other world. 

When newscasting ended, the moles would o~en remain, talking 
th ings over until showtime. And here, lote at night, long after the 
show, men would congregate and listen to hot swing sessions radioed 
from Japan by !hot silken-voiced propagandist, "Tokyo Rose," on her 
"Zero Hour" program. 

At thot time, crude as it wos and despite frequent sour additions 
of p ropagando, her progrom was generolly considered superior to 
most American broadcasts being beamed lo lhe South Pacific. 

Eventuelly, most work details fell into the habit of assembling here 
as it offered 11 resting ploce to those oweiling outbound fruds. 

Second only to the sturdy beck-resls on eoch SEA BEEJOU bench 
wes John Schaefer's widely-discussed art work, which odorned oll 
sides of the screen. Almost overnight, his artistic efforts were re­
sponsible for the pleasing appearo11ce of three fetching femo le figu res. 

These enhoncing additioros seemed to stimulote mentol entertain· 
menr end secretive speculation whe11ever males arrived early ond 
weren't In a scuttlebutting mood. 

The lodies were o blonde, a brunette ond o redhead-presumobly 
to satisfy every mon's imaginary preference! 

FIGHT NIGHT. No event drew large r crowds than " Fl9ht Night " held 
virlually ovary Sa turda y evonin9 . Directed by Ray Pursley, former 'Golden 
Gloves performer , ba ttalion fighters and quests put on top -notch slu99lng 
matches to tho d eli9ht of island enthusiasts. 



OFFICERS COUDTRY ATTRACTED mAnY ISLADD GUESTS 

SET 'EM UPI Tho olncet• bor ond loun111 wu the scene of mony 1 

flouont lt1tMly In this cool, 1crHn1d tedion of the wardroom. lalrd 
" Pop"\ Okey, D1yton, lowo, ro9ul1r bortondor, "sets 'em up." Decor•· 

tl•t "p n°up" 9lrh odd o rofr11hln11 touch 1s ooes tho battalion plaque 

OFFICERS COUNTRY. In tho midst of lhtso hu90 trees and on the edgo 
of o cot1l·Uh cllll, tho Ofllc1rl Mou wu built. From Iha dining room, 
o mo9n!ncent view of I~• bt1utllul ind historic Coral Sea could always 
bt htd, To the roor, o boordw1lk, running ltft and ri11ht, connected ol· 

(lop of rodlo), corvtd by Tom D1vit Ind Armond Kind!baum. Sc1n11 
o•er bu trt 1hoh from the battollon'1 •orlou1 Slalcsid1 comps end 
oversus prol1ch. 

flc11 tents, locot1d 1t •try ed91 of cliff, whore they r1c1ived full bonorlt 
ol tho 1ta·bro111, To right of picture, ofllcers whiled away many off 
hours ot volleyball . 



SEABEE OFFICERS Ano mEn PROUE HIPLlnG WROnG! 

"EAST IS EAST, WEST IS WEST-and never the twain shall meal!" A9•in 
tho tradltlonal borrlor betwoen olllcers and enlisted men was relaaed 
ofter both "Gold Orold" and matu had recolved individual citations •l9nod 
by Admlrol Wllllom F. ("Bull") Holsoy lor heroic acHon durin9 the TroU· 

CITATION NIGHT. Tho oulflt turn'od out In •trenglh to pay homage to Its 
cited officers and mon tho nl9hl of I March 1944. Battalion officers and 
9u01h oro shown soettd on sta9e, flanked by the three "Schooler Girls" 
and lht lrodlllonol Amorlcan and Division flo9s. Tho unit'> military bond 

ury· Bou9olnvillt operation . Such unu•ual lralernitation proved Rudyard 
Klplln9 wron9-at lull, In this Instance! Left to right: Chief Shipfltter Tom 
Bolloy, Liou!. Charles Turnbull , Comdr. Easterly, E.nsign John Bovyor and 
Aurelio Tauont, MM2c. 

provided opproprlato mortlol music for tho ceremonies. The program wos 
oponod with prayer by ACORN Chaplain Cyril R. Kavanagh. Bolow, 
Comdr. Eostorly reads a citation u audience li•l•n• intently. 



LIEUT. CHARLES E. T~RNBULL, R1lel9h North Carolina, Company A 
comm•nder and cool 01nC of the 87th's Invasion forcH was the first of 
four lo receive his citation, For conspicuous ludershlp 'under fire Lieut. 
"Pele" w., awuded a Commendation Ribbon. ' 

ENSIGN JOHN R. BOVYER, Su Fernando Valley, California, OlnC of 
the Soenatalu 9roup, was other officer cited. For d ireding operations 
under fire, thereby auurln9 completion ?' vital radar installation1, Ensi9n 
" lo" was also awarded Commendotlon Ribbon. 

"BULL" HALSEY CITES FOUR FOR IDUASIOD BRAUERY 
On tho nigh~ of I Morch 1944-ovor four months ofter the $UCcoss· 

lul Troosury Bougoinvillo oporotion of Joie October, 1943-public 
recognition wo\ finolly occordod by Aomirol Williom F. ("Bull") Hof· 
sey, thon Commender, South Pocific Aroo , to two officers ond two 
enlisted men of tho 87th Soobo•u, whoso oxomplory conduct under 
heovy onemy firo hod brought much credit lo their unif. 

Fortunotoly, it wos o porfc:I tropic:ol night for $UCh on auspicious 
occosion. It wos sofo to predict tho Jop would not be over as ho wos 
much too occupied mo~ing his finol Solomons stond in tho Bougoin· 
ville jungfos to poy further hood to tiny Stirling. 

As this wos o now oxperionco in tho bottalion's brief oversees life. ii 
wo1 only noturol thot o fooling of subdued oxcilomont should pervade 
Jho pocked lhoo tro tiro11 th111 night long before the principols op· 
poorod. A sonso of pride in mutuol ochlovamont resulted in on 
ovorflow crowd. 

Tho sldgo of rho SEA BEEJOU tho~lro wos jommod with bottalion 
oflicors ond visiting dignitorlos from lho 21 sf Nova I Construction 
Rogimonl ond NOB. 

From limo to limo during tho wailing high-ranking "Gold Broid" 
gloncod somowhol solf-consciously ot tho three shopely "Schoefer 

THOMAS J, BAILEY CSF, ChlcoHo, wu one o f two enlisted m&n lo r•· 
eel•• lndlvlduol c1t1hons. For ski fully reor91nhln9 unlo1din9 deto lh dis· 
l\lpled by enemy fir-thereby assurln9 1v1ll1billly of ind lsperuablo car90 
-Chit! hll ey won Citation Ribbon. 
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Girls" forming on alluring boddrop for tho 87th first night of roe. 
ogni tioi. 

Finolly, o fonfore heroldad tho omvol of Comdr. Easterly, accom. 
poniod by tho officers end mon to bo honored. 

Tho four bottolion stolworts woro sooted on the port side of tho 
stoge. As Skipper Eosforly proudly rood out the nome of ooch indi. 
viduol cited, the recipient odvoncod ~o the center of the p~tform 
whore ho remoined ot rigid oltonlion until lhe OinC hod finished 
rooding the spociol citotion, vorbolim. 

Following o snoppy exchongo of solutes end o worm handclasp. 
tho rocipien t received the cherished Holsey citation, and rolurned to 
his soot amid olmost doofoning epplouse. 

Cortoinly, ii wos 11 mofl momoroblo occasion for Lieut. Chorlos E. 
Turnbull , Ens. John R. Bovyor, Chiof Shipfilter Thomes J. Boiloy ond 
Machinist Malo, Socond Closs Aurolio Tassone. Tassone's award, tho 
Silvor Ster, was doslinod lo romoin tho highest oword won by on 
enlisted mombor of tho 87th lhrough Okinawa. 

Thus ended a glamorous night in tho baHolion's eventful life ovor. 
soos~n occosron thot wos nover oquolod or duplicated. 

AURELIO TASSONE, MM2c, Miiford , Miu., btcome the commond's rank· 
ln9 hero when he wos awarded the coveted Slive r Star, This r1co9nltlon 
demmed from his destruc'llon of an active enemy pillbox a nd buryin9 Its 
twelve occupants with a bulldottr on D·day. 



WO LU ES H 0 W L AS 

THE ANSWER. The lob Hope USO show, which played Stlrllno thrH pe r­
formance1 011 4 Au9ust "44, featured, In addition to the celebrated co· 
medlen, 1uch lopflloht cinema and radio stars as Frances U.n9ford, Jerry 
Colonna ond Tony Romano. However, many evenHul month1 otter these 
h .. dffneu were all but forootten, the mates still " drooled" whentver th• 
nome of t 11111•, unknown tap..cfancer, Patty Thomu, was mentioned, ft 
wu her twlnklfno to11 tnd 1h•pely le91 that etched her ob1cure act Into 

PATTY STEALS SHOW 

their receptive minds for the duration-plus! Hope crocked wisely, Leno· 
ford sono ever so felchln9ly and Colonno "screeched" as previously ad· 
vertlred, bur II was Polly's rtfreshln9 charms that mode the men rHllze 
what they were , .. 11y flohtlno end bulldin9 for in the Pacific. Attired In 
a sunt, black dance costume of posta9e·flamp proportions-.rcltedly 
trimmed In red-the lllfle "hHrt thief" was insplrin9ly supported by the 
crack '3rd Division swlno b• nd. 



ISLAnD-HAPPY SEABEES APPLAUD HOPE TROUPE 

STANDING ROOM ONLY. Typlcol of the hu9e crowd> that 9alhered lo 
ettend USO comp 1how1 Is 1ho" n above where this immense opon-oir 
a mphitheatre J1 packed lo overflowin9. This mammoth throng is witnessln9 
lht lon9·awalted Bob Hopo 1how that played tho Stirling circuit, Even tho 

SONGllRD. l ovely Frencts 1An9 lord, 9 lamorous Hollywood star, 9ives 
out with lhe lated son9 hits, tccompanled by Tony Romeno on the 9uilar. 
She WH flrrl while women the meles hid seen Jn almo•I a year ov11'11as. 
Her 111ood ttlrtcled ttlentlon. 

movie booth Is Invaded u males >tremble lo 9et the but seats. The 
871h I• wall repttsentod In the lower left corner by Lope>, Milman, Steed· 
loy, Coffroy 1nd Van Hooier. 

A COUPLE OF MUGGS. Jerry Colonna and Bob Hope slri .. a specie! 
pose for THE EARTHMOVER cameraman. Dreued in plain khaki uniforms, 
this ptlr would be le~•n for ordinary Gls if ii wore not for their cln· 
1m1-wlse ftcltl 11pr1ulons. 



THE SHOW GOES ON. Como rain or shine, this group of durable lroup· 
ers corry on In tht hl9 hest traditions o f the show game. Although it's 
pourln9 rain, borefooted Frances Langford continues singing as Tony 

fHE SCREEClll Funnyman Jerry Colonna appeared lo be in rare form 
th'a t•enln9 ht tnlertalned !ht Trusury SHbees. To make the show 
compltlt, Jerry 9lves out with ont of the celebrated scree<hing inlroduc· 
lions lo • C~lonno·slyled 1on9. 

ANO THE RAINS CAME Undaunted by the sudden roiMlorm that threat. 
entd to wuh out the •fltrnoon performance, Jerry Colono>a procttds to 
l•ke o 1~owtrb•lh undtr str .. m of waler tea •ing through canvas t•rp. 

Romano provides 9uitar accompaniment. The 93rd Division swing band 
has rolroo tod lo moo9tr shelter o f stoge. Throughout torrential downpour 
tho entertolnmtnl·slorvod mtn held their seals to last performance: 

WITHOUT SCRIPT. Frtnct• L•ngford and Bob Hope go Into tn unrt· 
hurstd 909 routine with the songslreu emerging the winner. Miu Lan9· 
ford '• co•lume wo• • definite vlolatlon of -Malaria Control r19ulallons, but 
lhtrt trt 11ctpllon1 lo all man-made rul11! 

Such lmpro•i1ln9 ctuHl even Tony Romano, hi1 accompanill, to admire 
1ltr'l ln9enuily Officer behind Colonnt apr,ears lo ha•e been "sent," but 
is tct110lly lryin9 lo solve the dr•inage prob em. 



JACH BEnnv PRESEnTS BEST u.s.o. SHOW OF TRIP 

STARS, Tht J1ck Benny c•st potts •nd smiles for THE EARTHMOVER 
•fttr pro•ldln9 best tnlerltlnmenl of b1ll1lion's lon9 o•erieu tour. ltlt 
lo rl9hl: June BNnntr. •ccomp1nht; Mirtha Tilton, voc.ilist; Marlro 
hnnr; C.role Landis, screen quttn; and Llrry Adler, harmonica wiurd. 

DINNER GUESTS. The sure-fire perform•nce completed, J4ck Benny's 
troupe are wined and dined by the 19Blh Codrl Artillery oHiceo. Com· 
mondl119 General of the '3rd Division Is al Miu l4ndis' loft while Col . 
DoMld Herron, 1981h CO, Is to her rl9hl . Two seals away, Mastro Benny 

SKIPPE~S. Comdr. E••lerly, s•lpptr of the 871h, poses none loo rtlucl· 
•ntly ..,ilh lovely, buxom Cuolt Landis, well-endowed " skipper" of lht 
J•ck Benny show. Gla"?orou1 C•role musured up lo all erptdtllons, •P· 
purln9 fully •• m•c;inehc off the screen as on. 

turns ftmilior profile to omera, Comdr. Etslerly seems more th .. plu1ed 
fu st beyond June Brunner (ttft) as Larry Adler loou 4nythin9 but h•ppy 
as ht lt0n1 on ltblt . Mortha Tilton, trJlwhilo Benny Goodm•n vocallsl, 
at10 beams (right) •• 



FlnAL TRIBUTE PAID TO nAUY SECRETARY FRAnH HnOH 

IN MEMORIAM. May Day, 1944, brou9hl shoding nows of the sudden 
death of So"otary of Navy Fr•nk Knox. The 871h takos a brief respite 
from its varied work program to assemblo rn tho 9eneral adminiltro­
tion aru for a short memorial service for the fallen loader. Comdr. 

Easterly (on platform at right wlth Lt. Comdr. Flynn and Chaplain 
Kavanagh} reads official doath musa90 from Ading Secretary James 
Forrestal. Nvte weird conglomorotlon of unllorms worn by mates after 
olgh t months in tropics. 

''mlSSEABEE'' LAUnCHED AT ISLAnD PT BASE 

LOWER AWAY! Tho baltallon's newly-acquired small boat, MISSEA8EE, 
Is founch•d al 871h-bullt PT 8ase. Boot wos trucked lo docksldo where 
adequate faunchln9 l~ :olllles wore o•olloble. Thi< "Ufo.sovor" was "pro· 
cured" from YOGL-42 In deal for a six-cylinder engine . fn recondition· 

in9 Ill.used craft. its kool had to be repl~cod as Teredo worms hod 
oaten ii badly. Ship's crow composed of Chief Cedarstoff, "Jorry" 
Kodonbach and Royden Hamilton, took moles on fishing trips and Island 
tours. 



UDIT WORKS Ano PLAYS TO STAUE OFF BOREDOm 

CHAMP~. Winners of the batta lion's Inter-Division basketball tournament 
wu S Dlvlslon'• " Murder Inc." Standln9 bet-.••• Captain Irving Milman 
(third from ltft, slandln9) end Coach Chtrlle Stau11, Skipper Easterly pre· 
senlt hophr. 

THE DARING YOUNG MAN. Chltf Ted Mirienthal lnspech flagpole he 
and c11w trtcttd In front of lht mtu hall. Havin9 followed this work 
as a clvllian, Mirltnthal was equallr at use aloft or on the ground. 
"Nothl•; to II, Maftst" 

KPs1? Thtst CPOs haven't bHn a11l9n1d lo KP duly; fhtr are guests of 
Chief Owen Lawson (third from ltlf). All chiefs had bun invited lo his 
french-fry In llou of supper. Rend11vous for this 9atherln9 was tire plumb· 
in9 shop. 

"CATEYE, YAN 10" 6usy boah take on GI pauengers for the short trip lo 
Mono. Bo.ah were ustd continuously .. d expedited traffic between Sfitl· 
ln9 and Mono. Noted for Its lint cafeyu, Mono proved a Mecca for 
souvenlr-hunlln9 Seabu1. 

YE OLDE SWIMMING HOLE. Durln9 their few leisure hours, men raced 
to the dock tree, 1ukln9 relief from the heat In the cool, crystal water. 
This spot was ldHI for •wlmmln9 as shorks and barr.ocuda utdom camt 
closa lo tht shore. 

ARSENAL Wetpons In the well·appolntcd Armory were kept in tip-top 
condition by (left to rl9hl): Jomes Ktllti:, Charles Wolsey, Chief John 
Porttr, Chlof C.rptnter Hu90 Olstn and ~dward Simon•. Kellar inspects 
• machlna·9un end Wehey • mortar. 



JUnGLE LIFE Em BRACES 

HIGH COMMAND. Beyond movie areo ls an overall view of battalion 
adminiurolion officos. Firit lon9 structure housed Post Office, Personnel 
and Disbursin9. Tents further alon9 accommodoled: labor Pool and MAA 
Ofllcas; OinC ond Euc headquarters; and th e Supply Office. 

SOAPFLAKES. The first Slirlln9 laundry w4u unsuitably adjacent lhe main 
9alley, The foundry was later moved to o more lo9lcol spol. Equipment 
conslslin9 of only several washln~·machlnes, was supervised by Chief Ona 
Deroche, aflecllonalely known as 'Chief Rlnso," 

HOBBY. Lt. Comdr. Edward A. Flynn, art enlh\lslast and architect takes 
time off from his mulllple duties as executive officer lo pursue hobby of 
painlin9 and sk1tchin9. From o fa99ed cliff overlookin9 the sea, he flnd' 
many lnsplrln9 subjects. 

A LITTLE OF EUERYTHlnG 

"CLEANLINESS NEXT TO . • . " Throu9h the courtesy of P Division. 
home·made showers were installed lhrou9houl the ump. Hot water wasn't 
alto9alhtc necessary as the torrid climate usually kepi the waler el a 
comforhblc lemperalure, Good showers made for 9ood morale. 

CITY HALL. Chief Yeomen John Knowles, Uluren Merriam and Herman 
("P. A.") P<ick (left lo rl9hl) and Bill ("Esquire") Gen (not present) were 
unofliclally known as "City Hall." "MlchFlaOky" o•or foxhole represents 
Michl9an, Florido, Ohio and Kentucky, their home s1atos. 

TRADING POST. Yitai lo morale In the forward area was ShlP,'s Store. 
which kepi men supplied with toiletries, ci9orelles. etc. " Mickey' Brltvlch 
(back9round) and Ruis Evenson do business with lholr bones, Chief John 
Ahaesy (left) and Lt.(j9) W. E. Mannix. 



REPARATION. With puce eventually restored in the Treasuries. New 
Zeal•nders .. d Amerlc•ns-.u reparation for destroyinq the Mfive 
chu rch In ulermin•linq the en•mr-b•9•n buildin9 another church 
for their h l• nd fr iends. New edifice was ereded on a beach In 
•lcinlty of former church site. Structure f•alured orute window. 

over the allor, • choir section pulpit •nd a plush-covered diair 
for the p41tor. The natives conlribuled their inherent skill in lash· 
ionln9 the thatch•d roof. Various other fea luru "'"'e added 
l• l• r. 

ALLIED-BUILT CHURCH FOR mono nATIUES DEDICATED 
Upon londing in tho Treasury lslonds in loto Odober, 1943. J\lliod 

forces. including the formide ble 87th contingent. were somewhet 

surprised not lo find e peq on ond berborous people. 

Mony ycoa boforo, the oerlier natives hod ombroced ihe C hristion 

foith, ond much lotor one of their number, Timothy Pioni. hod boon 

oducotod by Now Zoolend Methodist miuionerios in the New Georgie 

1, lends. Ho, in limo, returned lo his people end wos still their spirit· 

uol loodor ot inve sion limo. 

In tho lost phoses of lhoir di>sporoto, losing bottle , the J epenoso 

hod complotoly dostroyod tho onciont no tivo church el Felemei Beoch. 

Tho simplo odHico d isop pe ored whon Jop e mmunil ion stored und er 

tho church wos !ouc:hod o ff b y tho cornered Sons o f Nippon. 

Undountod by tho widospreod choos ond loss of their e ntire villego. 

tho no lives look up lompor11ry residence in well-hidden coves ond 

worshippod under opon skios. 

DEDICATION. Al lnltl•I str¥lce conducted ioinlly by ""o Ne"' Zoaland chap· 
lalns and Timothy Piudi the native mlu lonary

4 
the new church wu si9nifJ. 

c.r.tly dedlceled lo Go 's Glory and to New 4Ulenders and Americaftl who 
died 11curin9 the once J•p·held Islands. 
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In opprociet1on of their efforts in oiding against the Jep. the 

J\mericens ond Now Zeolondors portielly expressed their grotitude by 

rebuilding !ho nolivo church. Tho new structure wes much lorgor thon 

tho originol, with comfo•lobfo pews replacing the crude rows of logs. 

Tho dedicolicn wos e colorful oven!. ConducTing · he services were 

lwo New Zeolond ministers ond tho islonders' own Timorhy Pioni. Tho 

loller olso led tho nolive choir, which outdid itself in its beouliful, 

mony·voicod chorol renditions. In tho congrogoiion, stoid, high·renking 
J\llied oHicors rubbed gold·cro1led shoulders with the shining ebony 

skin o f lhe notives. 

Eoch Sundoy, thorooftor, hund rod s o f sorvicemen golhered in th is 
church to give lhonks to tho J\lmighly ond spend o few minuto1 in 

quiot mod ilolion. 

Tho nofives' inherent foith in God wos thereby perhops strengthonod 
by on onhonccd leilh in the bosic gcodness of their white friends 
who hod driven o ruthle\s invodor frcm their pel\ceful jungle soncluory. 

COMPETITORS. Attired in Immaculate white •pparel Mono native choir, led 
by MiuloHry T1molhy Pianl. who was educated In the New Geor9ia Island• 
sin9s ln1pirin9ly al dedication cl new church. Their renditions were oftea 
compared to those of " W1n91 Over Jord•n .'" 



PASS IN llEVIEWI On thh 17th-built baseball diamond the entire bat· 
tallon linu up in impromptu companr form.lion prior io P••sing In re· 
view beforo vis itin11 RHr Admlra l• L 8. Comb• and C. H. Collu, l'a · 
cillc repr&lMiatives of the BurHu of Yards and Ooclcl. The outr.t°l ,,..;n. 

tary band (erfreme ri9ltl) is rudy lo step out at this point lo P"e the 
companle, past the reviewen. lotlt d l9nituie1 were obviouslb well plHsed 
by what they saw aM congratultted the unit throu11h its inC. 

ADmlRALS REUIEW 
BA TT ALION STEPS OUT OF 

CHARACTER TO PUT ON A 

SHOW FOR TOP " SEADOGS" 

In tho steaming tropics whore tf>e teMpere luro seldom drops below 100 degrees. shirtsleeves wore 
promptly cut off when they became a nuisonc:o. Loter, shim wore discorded ohogother-then under· 
wear. Dungoroes wore cul off ot the knee: lhon, ro plocod with bathing trunks. 

Tight-filling while hots, which had been dyed blue or green before leaving Colifornio, afforded li ltla 
protection ogoinst tho glaring sunshine. Suo helmets, v1zored cops or floppy New Zoalond hols bo· 
came the jung lo vogue. 

Work clothes soon wore out or fell oport from damp-rot. The motes had to wear what thoy hod 
loft or who! could bo procured. This included c:overells. undrou whites, legless blues, plain drawers or 
New Zeolond or /\rmy uniforms. 

O f course, tho opperel wos trimmed for comfort whilo wor~ing-job-comfotl olwoy1 come fim ! 
O no doy, bulletin boards informed oil honds lhot tho 87th would be reviewed by Roar Admirals 

L. B. Combs ond C. H. Cotler from tho Bureau of Yords ond Docks. Uniform for the inspectio'I 
would be dun9oroes. chambroy shirts ond whi10 hots. 

This order naturally re1ultod in quite serious complications. Dungarees woro Kerce: while hois al­
most non·eiidonl on Stirling. 

However, the prospect or seeing so much "gold" spurred everyone to 1coul no1qhboring Seabeo 
camps, tho PT boso and evon ships in tho harbor for prQper apporel. By ond Iorgo those scouting 
parties eventually roportod success. 

The bo tiolion marc:hod lo the reviewing grounds. formed unit fronts ond wero thoroughly inspected. 
Upon returning lo Comp Ostmon, everyone, as oxpoctad, 09ain donned their wor~ duds and rolurnod 
lo their jobs. 

Most cut tho sleovos or trouser-legs oH tho no" clofhing but ::>thers slowed theirs owoy-jusl in 
cose onotho r odmirol showed up! 

COLORS. lmmtdlately preudin11 the llnt unit lo march past the review­
ing grou~ ,., ,, tt... color bffrers and guards proud ly disployin9 the 
American encs batlollon 11091. Left lo right: John Schufu, Ernest l om• 
motsch, J r. (foce hidden). Albert Prlnlt end Vernon Woodcock. 

AT EASE! The sweltering revlt"' overJ. on1lous otflcers q roup uound fleer 
AdmiHI l ewis 8 Combs Auislanl '-'hiel of 8u0och, br his opinion of 
the beltallon, now 11 months oveneu. Apparently otflcus dreu was Htv• 
•kt cap and side 1rm1. 



'BULL" HALSEY lnSPECTS TREASURIES on LAST SOLOmons TOUR 

• 
THE MAN. 26 May 1944 was a day lo remember. It was on this occa­
sion that Admiral Wlll11m F. (" Bull" ) H1 lsty, then Commander of South 
P.clnc Forces made •n ln1pectlon lour of the Treasuries. The Admiral 
conlen with hl9h-ru•ln9 Seabee offlcen prior to examinin9 island In-

• 

FOUll STARS. Thit Informal study was supped lmmedlalely • fter Ad· 
mir•I Helley l•ndtd on Stlrlln9, Hh private plane, a hu9e PBY, w• s 
hHvlly escorted lhrou9hout Northern Solomon• tour. Hl9h11t rankin9 of­
ficer lo •hit hl1nd1, many SubHs never •n•w he WIS there. 

slallatlons and projects. This was hl1 lint and last •hit lo Stirlin9 and 
Mono, Jud9in9 from his upturned trouser cuffs, the Admiral is obviously 
wHrin9 unt1ilored khokl. Comdr Easterly rubs his (a w. 

" OKAY, BOYS." The Inspection of Mono ""d Slirlin9 completed, Admiral 
Halsey compllmenh offl~•rs and men on their •ccompli1hmenh of the put 
seven monlht. Upon returnln9 lo Noume• from this flyin9 trip, the Ad· 
mlral assumed command of t he lamed Third Fleet. 



BATTALIOD BRUSHES UP on 
TACTICS WHILE AWAITIDG 

DELIUERADCE 
The wet on the Northern Solomons wes over. Rebeul, Bougeinville, 

Short lends, Kevieng end T ru~ had been neutralized. The Treasury ls· 
lands hod .erved their purpose. The few remaining wor~ proiec.ls were 
cenc:elled. 

For the first time in months, the metes had time on their hends. 
To forestall possible crad·ups from this enforced idleness. the Ad 
ministration instituted n lull program of military training in oorly 
July, 19-H. 

The schedule wos es c:ompleto os clim1He, torroin end existing 
limitod focilitios would permit. It consisted of hikes. close·ordor drill 
ond military loc:tures. 

Tho program collopsed in late August when news filtered through 
lho t tho 87th wos being secured ood would, ot last, bo delivered 
from tho slreight.jocket . confines of microscopic Stirli ng where tho 
be Hollon hod boen fo 11 cod in for Ion moriths. 

Durinq tho in lorim, howover, close-order drill under orms was 
oxecu ted oerly each morning lo evoid the intense tropic11I heat !hot 
oovor seemed to lot up once the day got under way. 

Tho hikes soon convinced the males that they were sodly out of 
shope es fiqhting mon, despite the herd rabor they had put in on 
Stirling Fiold since tho previous November. 

Firing on tho now battalion range, cleared out of the jungle bo 
hind S Division, usually comprised the afternoon progr<1m. The males 
h<1uled out their trusty 'Ols and soon had the Armory busy loop· 
ing them supplied with targets. 

Moonwhile, selected groups of special weapon men brushed up on 
mortar. mechine·gun end onli·oircroft firing. The battolion medicol 
officers covered Field Sonifolion and First Aid in o few interesting 
lectures. 

Proper positions and ding adjumnenls for rifle firing were re· 
viewed for the males by various 87th experts. Gas drills, including a 
testing of mosh in the gas chomber, continued until oil faulty equip­
ment hod boon woeded out and all hands could don mash in the 
required limo. An ordnenco expert from NOB acquainted the crow 

TIME OUT, A mome~t of relantlon oc<urs on the ran9• as firln9 ceases 
dnd men 9011 skyw.,d at ftl9ht of P·l8• lfeaded for the Shorllands .. d 
lou9alnvltle. Mates sHled on corol have just finished flrin9 and ore 
standln4;1 by lo watch morlars in adlon when firin9 is resumed. Ordinance 

DOWN SHE GOES! Grut emphasis was plac.ed on mort., fir in9 durln9 July• 
Au9usl military lr•inin9 period. Here, Chief John Portor sets mortar as Nor· 
man a.rnum preparH to drop deadly char9e. Target is an oil drum floatln9 
welt out to sea. 

with tho latest in Jap grenoces, land·mir.es and booby.fraps. 
To tho averoge Soobee-primarily interesting in conslruclicn-mili· 

tary training hold' illle a llure. Yet, this particular program, coming 
when ii did, probably ~ept mony slighl iy "rod-happy men from 
blowing their lops. 

Chief John Perler sllch by mortar, as Chief C4rpenler Hu90 Olsen. Ord· 
n•nce Officer (rl4;1hl for19round). stares •I lli9ht formation. Lieut. J•mu 
C.Ost•nH (wHrin9 dark 9laues) stands slightly lo right of mortar. 



READY ON THE Fl RING LINE7 Of par!lcu lor Interest lo a ll men over­"°' Is o thorough knowlodgo of their 'OJ rfflo, dubbed in training camps 
as "your bosl frlond ," Hore, on tho battollon's 9Q.yord range, Frank Mar-

LINING HER UPI Chief John Porter llnt1 up tripod with base stake of 
'°·mm, morter as Ernost Groen prepare1 lo drop shell . Target ;. a coral 
is lend epproalmately I ,000 yards offshore, Chief Frank Thibodeau (next to 

YOUR lEFT RIGHT, lEFTI No mlllltry lrtlnln?. program would have 
b .. n complete without the old " one·lwo 0 lhrH ' of close-order drill. 
Merchln 9 elon9 the hl9hway In th• cool morning 1hede of lowerin9 

tin and Rob·ort Hardcostlo (stondln9, loft to right) coach in marksman­
ship. Red flag (to Marlin's right) Is popularly known as "Maggie's 
Orowers.11 

Browning .30 mochine·11un), J im Kellu and Eu11ene ("Snuffr"l Smith sur­
round the weapon. The rug9ed terreln shown here is typical of Stlrlin9 
topography. 

jungle 9 lents. S Olvlllon's four f.latoons stride toward supply dump that 
wes the drill field . Chief Cherie (" Ptppy") Moers (left flank. forw.,d ) 
counts cedence for IHdlng p letoon, 



RE PT I LES p LEnT I FU l, BUT An IM A LS w ERE s CAR Cl 

SMALL ONE. Monsters like lhb 30-lnch iguano soon became a common· 
p:ace slQht In th,, lropic.s. The lrreprouiblo males attempted lo domesli· 
calo these giant liurds1 but without succon. left to right : Richa rd 
Rehrig, Jr., Georgo Tschual and Chief John Portor. 

REPTILE AGE. Jullus Bridges, Baytown, Te.as, exhibits a suparb 48-inch 
l1;1uana-lor9est specimen seen on trip. Such monders were harmleu to 
humans, but a scourge to mosquitoes and other Insect peds, which they '"P with their llghtnln9·forked tongue . 

FRUIT SLOTH (above) was only animal reen during o year in the Solo­
mons. Somelim1s coiled a " banana bear," this sttanqe, little creature en­
joyed hanging by Its long, sleek toll from overhead object• like rafters, 
brace..s. etc. Sloth resembles the o'pouum. 

r - -~ 

TIPPY, 7, wo1 lone survivor of six bolfallon mascots leovln9 C41ifornla 
In August, '43, She sweated out all the months, returning In December, 
'45 with two stars on her Aslatlc·Pocifte ribbon, Shellbock certificate, com. 

plate servlct record-<'lnd the Victory Medal! 



"LEl'S GET OUT OF HEREI" Crews lo•dln9 the U. S. S. NAOS re­
quired tlttle pushln9 . The persplrin9 men well r.ati:ed the sooner she 
wai lo.dad tne better. The 17th w•• lon9, lon9 overdue anywhere el ... 
Here, floodll9hh lllumlnele Stlrtln9 Dock as ni9ht crews turn-lo with • 

will. Two trvcb end • low-boy lr•ller ere bein9 relieved of their cer90. 
Hu9e tarp (rl9hl) Is already In pl•ce as ii looke like rain and cerf•in 
v4lueble ur90 must be protec1ed •11•insl elements. 

87TH LOST no TlmE LOADlnG THEIR "mERCY SHIP" 

EASY DOES IT. Siihouetted •11•lnsl the slate-colored Solomons sky, Eu­
ll••• Goldie sl•nds on truck-ub •botrd the NAOS, d lrectin9 boom op­
erator In r•lsln9 9roanln9 C4r90 net. This type of net Is capable of hoisl· 
ln9 • mnlmum of 2,000 pounds. 

THE SAFE, Disburslnq's hovy safe is one of the lad major Ilana lo be 
loaded aboard the NAOS H the crew preparu lo button up the hatches. 
Safe • ., stored nHr topside so u to be accessible for possible lr•ns· 
ftrs, lt. (19) C. Schlotter should bt nHrbyl 



AK· IOS. Befor& cllmbing up the narrow gangplank of the U. S. S. NAOS, 
members ol the 87th had nover sailed on an AK-type ship. First. it had 
boon lhe S, S. ROBIN WENTLEY (C·l) from Port Hueneme lo Banika and 
thon the lumbering lSTs to " Island X". loading of the NAOS (above) 

INVENTORY. Alexander ("The Baron") Losch, SK2e (lower ri9ht). main· 
fains close chockllst on car90 lioing loodod aboard tho NAOS as docksid e 
operations neer the p .. k of efficiency. Cargo nots were spread out in 
truck-bed before pallets were loaded at Supply dump. Men in this typical 

continues unabated as two Seabeu give hand signals lo winch operator 
and dock 9an9. Others (all alon9 ship's rail) are awailin9 the chan9e of 
1hifts before turning -to. 

st.-odore scone ore: (on truck, left lo ri9ht): Joe Hebert, Albert Ma9ni· 
arinnl, Ernest ("Partner" ) Bortonlere and Chocker Losch(• (alon9 the rall): 
Wallace Ohlsleln. Mike Koclen, Jam11 Smith, Mered th Walls, " Bobo" 
Escobedo ond James Stowtrl. 



THE DAYI All 111 and ready to 90 the Hoadqua rlors 9an9 sweats it 
out whllt waltln9 for th•lr farewell ride lo Stlrlln9 Dock. Peter DoRyko 
(center) adlu•h his 91er while Chief Carl Ruble makes final cheek of 
division bulltlan board. 

WHAT'S THE DELAY? " Tippy," durable battalion mucot, stands by ""O•· 
derlnq whet could be det1la1n9 her 1hlpmat11, Eacept for • bad lime on 
the COMET between C.llfornia ud 8anlka In '4l, " Tiit Old l ady" 
proved her111f lo be a 9ood " WAVE." 

THE ARMY COMES THROUGH. GI trucks b19ln pourln9 Into camp to 
commence job of tran1porlln9 the SHb .. s dockside. E Division men climb 
abotrd vehlcle for the lul mile as Chiefs Arthur McKinney (left) and 
Vern• Franke supervise the load ln9 . 

ROCH-WEARY 87TH GLADLY 
LEAUES CAmP OSTmAn 

Everyone in the first echelon-ell but a reer delechment of SO men and 
one 'lfficer-hod been w@iling for possenger lruch since doybrook. Most 
hod pocked the doy beforo. 

The Seebee method wos lo stock oil personol geor end eccumulotod 
odds ond ends on Ifie lent deck. One soobog was filled from this pile. The 
rest helped o rubbish fire become lorgo>r. 
Eacited groups hucidled oround eoch Division office. Beforo this doy-S 
September-hod ended, they would be for away from Stirling! 

This meont no more petly details juu lo b!ep occupied; no more wor~­
ing lo ~eep the ACORN comfortoola; no more endless rain end trees 
falling in tho camp areo ol night: no more "jiggers," fungus. eorachH. ring­
worm, enveloping rosh or the many other diseases to which everyone 
living on Stirling hod been exposed: end no more scorpions or gienl 
centipodes crewling in one's sweat-drenched bedding! 

Scutt lebutt so id the be Ito lion w11s bound for New C oledoni11. Roof civiii­
u1 fion thoro with plenty of refreshmsnls ond whiie women; in foct, more 
lhon e nough of evory thinq lho mo tes hod dreamed of ond done without for 
such a long. long limo. 

This wos ro11tly the bottolion's red letter doy. No one felt tho leost nos· 
telgio obout leoving. The men woron't even sore a ny moro over concelfo. 
lio:'I of the first oversees 11nnivorsary porty nine days earlier. 

TAKING IT EASY. With only " the dur•llon and tix monih•" ohHd of 
them, l.twrence Wiiburn (left) ••d Ira Loden nonchalantly 4w4it their l•\I 
St irllnq ride. s .. ba9• b .. rln9 their E Division desl9nation make •omewh•I 
better •uh than the hard cort l urlh. 

WHEN A FELLOW NEEDS A FRIEND. lug9inq a , .. i9hty, bul•y •uba9 
;, no fun. Here, u 11111 •nolher d ivision fo;>d•. males usm one uolher 
In 91llln9 9Hr aboard truck. The ever·uteful GI pail• •r• quite In tvl· 
dtnct. Th11e " ere eventua lly left ove11H•. 



r 

mATES SCRUB oown '' nAOS'' BUnHS BEFORE EmBARHIDG 

LAY ONI In ifs lon9 months of Solomon• duly the NAOS had tcQulred 
• thick layer of 9nme •nd dirt. 1111 Doster hell) 9eh in some back· 
breo•ln9 llch at a crusty bunk H STOREKEEPERS and YEOMEN scrub 
down. fool Ftw obsff'Vtti could bell••• their eye1I 

"DOWN TO THE SEA .•• " A• the lon9, tedious momin9 slowly dr1w1 
towud noon and deptrlure, the lu1h, 9 re1n jun9l11 continue to dll9or9• 
t•ucb loaded with r.•riplrln9 but happy, matH about to leave Stlrll119 
for1v1r. E.erly arrive 1 h•ve 1(n1d up preputfory to boudln9 1hlp. Hut 

SWABBIES. Ed Towey (left btd9round) ud Semh11dt ("Th• lord") N•I· 
son (left foreground) dlll9tnlly Krub two 9rimy bunks. Dark 9l1u1J wire 
worn as protection 09ain1I 9ltre and hut reflect..! by tlHI pontoon 
pier. Thi• Sabbtth dtt•ll WH lupervlHd by Chief Ced111t1fl, 

- .L 

from the 9larin9 white cortl pevement wts terrific. •o Chief Pharmtcht 
Mato " Gene" Tunney (nlreme rl9hl, In underahlrt) and 1111 Armrlron9, 
Ho1pll1I Corpsman, rland by In <111 of hut prosfrallon. Thus, th• 171h 
lift Sflrlln9. 
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UETERAn 87TH LEAUES STIRLlnG A SEASOnED OUTFIT 

BUCKET BRIGADE. T Division approachu 9an9plank of the NAOS. Tom 
Nanfra. "Crusty" Gr .. n and "lippy" liFshlh hod long line. Grun or­
rlu the beloved 9ult1r he hu lugged al the way from Camp Pury. Each 
man wore untlorm of his choice. 

NO HANDS. Charil• Johnson and Wiiiard ("Biii") Allen stru99le toward 
ship with .Juffelba9s while puffln9 farewell " lfoc;ilu." Mailrr.an Joe Can­
trell (third lrom left) has his hands lull without cigar handicap. Few 
wlll for9el these so•l-ltstln9 embarkations. 

AND STILL THEY COME. Three CPOs sweat It 
rl9hl foro9round) as endless lines continue up 
While the 871h bulldel\ are still 9lven credit for 
ever h the fomed slc;in. " Whit's Up. Dock?" 

out (sealed on plllng, 
accommodation ladder. 
Stirling Dock. gone tor· 

WHITE HATS. A sure sign thol the ouffil is not he1ding for enemy terri­
tory are the su-9oin9 white hats worn by most men tor lhil move. lhe 
matu ere traveling light as all non-essential gear has been left behind. 
The trash heaps ""ould burn for days . 

ION VOYAGE SMILE Maurice Goodman, lraveltn9 li9hl, mounts lhe 
NAOS 9an9pl1nk. His unrtslrllned smile reflects ho"' the mtn ftlt about 
finally loavlnc;i "The Rock." The ascension of a urrow ladder of lhis 
type w~s on 1•nparalelltd ordeal for most passengers. 

All SECURE. Au uronce of soon g1tlin9 under way ls gu11antted when 
Comdr. e.s terly. last lo come ab~ard, salutes the quarlerdtck and the Of­
ficer of lht Dock. The NAOS Is now ready lo salt. lieut. Rtaty and crew 
remain behind. 



CAST OFF! R61ieved men sit In bow of the NAOS and watch ship 
move slowly away from tho dock as lines are hauled in. Chief Bill 
Innes. (foro9round) calmly •rr.okos ci9or as inslollot;on•. on which 
hi• carpenter crow workad many fonlJ. hard hours. 9raduolly recede. 

Small h land with tone •plndlin9 tr.. (left lore9round) wa• a 
popular caloye hunfin9 qround. Many necUacu and bracelets cur­
rently worn in the States ori9inoled at this spot. The Bees look the 
doporture in stride. 

BATTALIOD SURUIUES THE DADS TO ESCAPE TROPICS 
Vof1ir11ns of the eerly Solomons cempeign will doubtless releta meny 

loll tole. for yaers '" come. Even so, onylhing the 87th mey soy 
concernina the U. S. S. NAOS, e tromp Novel lrusporl , will not be 
o product of imagination. She wos somalhing !hot should hoppen only 
to Jep,-or worse! 

Th· NAOS hod just dischorgad o c:orgo of troops el noerby 
Bouqoinvillo 11nd hod lhen pidad up tho 18th Naval Conslrudion 
Rll9imont in tho " dmiraiifies. She hod oo~t soiled south in seerch of 
the 87th. marooned on Stirling for tho post 11 months. 

Thh \Omowhot woird ilinerory mado the Troosuries a mere port of 
coll-iln ovacuotion point-not o point of embarkation. The jungla· 
wested metes, however, Wero not il'taresfod in tachnicolities. In their 
lropicol·bo•od minds, tho dirty NAOS was their "Dreom Boot," a 
moon~ of ast11pe from the d ise1He-riddon Northern Solomons bod to 
a lemporolo "Fromised Lend." 

Thoy glancod lit the grimy bulkheods in sleeping comportments, 
'lwomined tho tottered corwos on bunh end concluded fhot tho 
NAOS wo\ not "a happy ship." Bluntly spoa~ing, she wos dirty es 
o ho'l i:>onl 

On 5 Soplombor when tho vossol finally put lo sea, the ship's roil 
supp0rtad mon who cursed the Treasuries with their every breoth until 
they wore completely out of sight, but "Tho Rock" would never be 
ir.s:od from their soared memories. 

Howevur ii wos only o short time until morl of these some men 
wore woefully clutching the roil, giv ing "Old Mon Ocean" !hair oll. 
ThrJ woalhor bocome progressively worse ond oll hands knew it would 
bo tho wors! voyage of ell. At l imos, tho ti ny armed escorts wora 
boroly dlscorneblo os they wallowed in I ho boiling Co ra l Se o. 

The lournoy qol o ff on Iha wrong foot tind neve r rega ined strid e. 
Thi• slorboord passageway was borrod to all passengers. This resulted 
in p~rmononl congestion and endless traffic jams in the port passage. 

Moreover ell chowlines formed on tho port side. Those craving food 
hod lo prnsont o chow-chi! ond a life-presorvor ol the confused moss 
hotch. h wos o sort of combined enlronce loo. Neither wos good 
without tho other. Food wos rigidly rotioned in No. 2 hold, which 
boos1od tables for all, but seals for only tho chosen. 

The plac.o 1me1led of, gorboge, ovon when ?"e.'heod hoichos wore 
tardily romovod fo porm1t o somblenco of vont1l11hon. The endless so· 

rios of squalls further oddod lo tho generol discomfort. Mony mon 
bocome doethly seosid for the first limo since leaving tho States. 

Tho noon m&ol-the NAOS "Bluopfafe Spoci"I '-connot ho ignored 
in a chronicle of this long-romombor exodus. It wos, in foct, o crOll· 
lion! The first course wos o wotory soup-unidentifiodl Tho finol 
course wos either corn-starch or conned fruit. Thero wos never o 
middle course. No seconds either. And no more chits until rho next 
cloow call. 

Drinking wotor throughout tho trip was lukewarm. Volunleor Seo• 
boos with reefer know-how woro nol Fermitlod lo fix the cooling sys· 
lom, Neither wos anyone ollowod in the restricted passogewoy whoro 
$hip's compony drank ice wotor. 

Opinion wos unonimous the t never in its chodored history hod 
the 87th token such o torrific, oll-oround drubbing oboord o singlo 
vessel with such o sustoinod smile. Bui tho "rod-hoppy" vetoro"5 ep· 
porenfly didn 't core loo muc:h. Evory turn of the screw wes bringi11g 
lhom closer to "Tho Lend of Milk and Honey"-peoceful Now Calo· 
donio. 

To preserve their sanity. the mon rossed cords, plowed through in­
numerable boob or spoculolod about coming evenrs. 

The sure-fire topic of ell conversation wos the lint liberty ju~I 
oround the corner oher over o •1eor with little lime off. 

Everyone, it seemed, began airing private opinions regarding life's 
bore, neglectecf necessities. These eSfon tials, i~ oppe11red, would come 
out of !l foocy bottle or out o f o foncy-in o foncy dress anyweyl 

An un restroined roor wos hoord ell over the grimy tro11sport os the 
p ic turesq ue Noumeo lighthouse hove into sight. The men wore soroly 
disappoin ted when tho sh ip wos unoxpecledly diverted from Noumeo 
end continued on lo Monto D'Or whore the hook wos droppod 10 
September. The t.2BO·mile trip bod to Now Col. wos complotod in 
live days. 

All honds stood by to •hove off for the beoch next morning--ell 
oxcopt one: John F. Phillips, Carpenters Mare. First Clo» hed died 
quietly of e hMrt eHed aboord ship tho previous night. 

Coming el the eleventh hour, the "CHAOS" hod beon 0 formid­
able obstoclo. but in ih unseemly woy ii hcid iulfilled ifs ignoble 
dosfiny. 



LAY BELOW. Ttoops enter hatch to slow qur below. Bunk numbers wue 
assl9ned men before luvin9 C.mp Ostman. Division MAAs-below with 
compartment dla9rams-helped passen9en find berths. Each man had 
scrubbed his bunk (ot someone ohe"sl) ashore. 

OUTWARD BOUND. Men perch atop truch and crowd rail for a last look. 
Howard Sonsom hos llfebolt olrudy Inflated to test lh effectiveness. Goar· 
whoel emblem on truck door was the 871h's equipment "trade mork." 
Equipment was parked everywhere topside. 
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UNDER WAY. Stlrlln9 Dock llu diredly anem as the NAOS hHds lo sH. 
Crew sl9nalmen (top rl9hl) blink farewell musaqe lo shore before IH•lng 
harbor. Thi• portion of Slirlin9 was where 871h camp was pitched lor al· 
moil • year. 

SUB NET, stretched lrom Sllrlln9 ocrou to Mono, protected harbor ond PT 
8010 from enemy raiders. Seaplane lenden and P8Ys, as well as .tuoblt 
worcroft also found 1oncluaty inside Its protective rim. Skillful novl9a· 
!Ion was required upon possln9 net oponln9. 



READING IOOM. Jim C.rpenter, Theodore Gamber! and Wlllle CrOl>Ch 
~~ ·----~t. ... ..,_.. ............ ._ .. _ ..,. _ _. I ••- _..._.,,Jl'\a ""' '-"'-• ,h,..trA Uflf._ 

MISSEAIEE UNDER WRAPS. Pride •nd Joy of the !17th n .. 1-freshly 1H1ln1ed 
and overheuled-the MISSEABEE lekes her first long voyage under other 
then her own power. The NAOS wu hard ly under w<1y before the old, 
famllltr cerd oames storied . 

STAFF OF LIFE Not having Olen since dawn of embarketlon day p.ts,. 
sen9tt1 "'O"' down with a van9unce Here, a b<1ker dolu out brHd. 
" lotrdtt" In fore9 1ound ju99IH tray, cenl•H cup and llfejocht while 
tHrchln9 for a place lo park his 9ur 

TOPSIDE. Group atop truck la.ded with tenlt f111d1 ideal spot to pley 
wat.n.t lMlfta AftftOW•d bv ··~lbtha« .. D•i•dad ~-e-..r•d•t ti&._.,. tfakt\ 



WELCOME HAVEN. Rollo! ltom tho trying trip ls, at last, in sight as New 
Caledonia oppoo" on distant horlton. Observer on ship's boom studios 
one of mMy lroochorou1 reeh, which make Noumea harbor perhaps the 
world's most dllllcult to no•lgat·e, especially in bad weather. 

MONTE O'OR, The NAOS anchors os matu attempt to pick out land· 
marb. Towtrln9 mount•lns looked huvtnly to Iha ocean-toued Stabell. 
Quonstt hut c•mp ll•fl ctnttr) was jtslingly selected by m•ny •s moil 
ldul ump sit• Wht n this 911tss 1urprlsin9ly proved lo be correct, I•"' 

BACI( HOME. Tho harbor lighthouse and its scenic little lslond wore wtll 
remtmbor•d from tho battalion's first brief stop at Noumea In Stpltmbtr, 
1943, Now Caledonia's mild, temperalo> climate felt cool altor tho tropics 
and some ho•• •lreody d~nned jackets. 

could believe the outfit's sudden change of fortune. English translolion of 
Monte O'Or h " Mounl•ln of Gold ," but Iha Eorthmovers found no precious 
m•l•I here In 4~ monlhs of cou11I surcning for legendary mln•r•I 
deposits. 



AWAY THE GIGI Comdr. Euterly ond porty 90 ashore in MISSEABEE 
lo moke funeral orron91menls for Jock Phflflps, CMfc, who died the 
previous nl9hl-lht tonth faloffty since Comp Peary. Battalion was ord'ored 
lo occupy 401h $ .. bees rtetnlfy YOCOttd Camp, 

BEACHHEAD. Coop1retl•1 moles crouch low as ponderou1 bar91 ... ,. 
pier so coxswefn mey correctly iud91 his approach. On a lar9e bar91 like 
this o men Is usually stalloned forward to gl•e hand signals lo the cox­
,,.,!n. Pictures of this type were accorded preference by the editors, bt· 

SHIP' TO SHORE. Tho NAOS rides peacefully in Monte D'Or harbor °' on· 
other lor90 pontoon bar9e of land-hun9ry !lees come ashore the mornfn9 
of I I September. Alert bar91man (extreme ri9ht) prepares lo htavo fine os 
crowd ed bar91 ntors pier, Me n could hardly wait. 

cause II was one wa y of 91ttfn9 a malimum number of bettallon per· 
sonnel Into t hese pe911. This undid shot was o staff favorite beceuie it 
wes fud91d en ucelfenl close·up of many Stirling ••t•rans. 



OPERATIONS RESUMED. lleut. Roy Pape, noliceably refre•hed by two 
wooks In Auslrollo.1. was on hond brl9ht and early to supervise unloodin9. 
Haro, ho directs 'Vhlof Al Broomflold ond his R Division crew to a truck. 
Outfit 1how1 unmlstokablo ovldonco of weor. 

RETURn TO ''TH E 

PUSH 'EM UPI Frank Mordonto takes dulfelbaqs from shipmates and hurls 
them Into truck. Neodleu to add, mon will have no little problem locatln9 
th om later. Now camp, only parlially completed by 401h, Is only short 
drive from hero. Thoro was work ahoad. 

PROmlSED LAnD'' 

STRIKERS ARRIVE. Obvlou1ly determined to "19 
nore" tho comora, Auqustlno 8orolll, ''boogle·woo9l1 
bu9le boy," smiles os he tokes up his burden one 
huds for truck. Tho tool of hl1 trade may be 
seen suspended from his neck. Jock ("Josh") Ken• 
nln9. the battalion" Gone Krupo, precedes lhc 
"younq man with o horn." Ir• Thom•s. Rich•rc 
("Mall C411") Roqtts and Roltnd Joason (bthlndJ 
propare to hoist 9ear and follow. Promlnont divi· 
sion markinq on b.9 was solution lo knotty iorti•~ 
problem. 
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LOST ANO FOUND, E1tobll1hfn9 o now comp wo1 an old story for the 
far-ran9ln9 87th. In splto o f this, duffolbo91, rlfles and pails were lost 
and found o doion times boloro tho batta lion sett led down for ih first 
nf9ht a1h•>re. 

SOUVENIRS A LA CARTE. Sou•t~lu. the wea•neu of all Seabees, ap· 
pured In comp os If by m•alc wolh their Ioctl Javanese vendors. lt.lj9) 
A. l. Oavl1 end 1ome matH oemlne o few choice item1 on their way lo 
chow, Purchu .. were mode on spot. 

T.IME OUT. lieut , hrhell Hennln9 wos • tired man al the end of the 
first doy, As ump officer, he shouldered the mammoth taste of hou1inq 
h...A~U ... .-. .-A.A laA.f,..,.,. .... aAU, .. t..• t•al: ...... Ea a _,. ....... ... r , 1-- L-- U~ 

FARE LIM IT. Trucks filled wifh tired, dirty Soabees shuttlad m•dly be· 
tween dock ond comp a ll doy fon9. For the first limo in all lh move1, 
th o battalion had o carr.p of sorts wailin9 lo be moved info rl9ht owoy. 
Oobrls was o•erywhore. 

UNACCUSTOMED AS WE WERE . •. ! Many rare siqhls presented them· 
selves of Monte O'Or. but nol\e was more unusual than Chieh Compeliel· 
lo, So'"'"' ono Ruble lltivatin9 their own quon1et ded. The collective repu· 
letlon of CPOs wos never the same after this! 



THE LINE.UP The cooks outd id themselves the first day in camp. 
Much to 1veryone's surprise , dinner wai re.ady and waitinc; even 
before the men orrlved. With a hug e quonset already fef up if 
was <.nly a mafler of houn until lhe outfit was eating in a comf~rf. 

able men hell serving SOO men al each sifting. Enterpri>in9 Java. 
nose souvenir vondor (left fore9 round) peddles his wares lo metes 
waiting in lon9 line. Note nearneu of mountains -to camp site. 

TRIP'S BEST DU TY FOUDD AT DEW CALEDODIA 
Not until the men had arrived et Monie D'Or did the stroined ex· 

pression leave the ir foces. After the tropics, the long, rolling hills, 
groan pastures and tiny vill ages of New Caledonia were like o 
fairyland. 

ScuHlebutt, moroovor. poil1tod strongly toward home. life was sud· 
donly bright, ond for tho first time since litoving the Stat es, the mon 
foll o now froodom, which wos quickly perceived in their jounty 
bearing. 

Al first ii soemod !hot everything on their new isl11nd wes per· 
feet. The climolo, for oiomplo, wos ideol. Blankets again come into 
uso ofter o yoor's storage. Fresh eggs, purchased ot nearby forms, 
were fried by the doxon in ingenious utensils. 

Tomatoes, cucumbers, onions end other voge tobles graced eoch 
huts table. Lile wos 9oing lo be full to tho brim during tho "rest 
period." 

However before tho men could become adjusted lo the new cli· 
molo, wor~ projects bogon rolling in from everywhere. Apparently, oll 
units-from lslond Coml'llond down-hod been weiling for the 871h. 

Botrolion welders were dispeiched by plone lo Espirito Sonic to 
ropoir damaged ships. Bullgangs left for ABCD; others to live with 
tho CBMUs noor town, Corpenters rushed off to Noumeo lo work on 
TRADE W INDS ond tho thootre. Cement crews were pushing whoo!. 
borrows a t the Officers Receiving Stotion Club end ot the Bose CPO 
Club. Riggers slroinod and swooled pulling down seoplone hengors of 
lie Nou. 

Proclicolly oft of T Divi•ion loft for rhe forwoy mounta ins of Bouroil 
to do o futile rood job. The few who remained et Monte D'Or 
trained their boch storing the vosl quontity of supplies that poured 

in continuously. All of this in some mysterious woy constituted the 
fabulous "rest period." 

However, ono bright spol shone thro ugh oll the slorm·clouds. After 
o prolongod waiting period, tho battolion was finally ra tioned its long 
ovorduo liberty In Noumoo. Tho resu lt o f thi s pont-up frustrotion wos 
vividly recorded in tho Provost Morshol l's log of thot first hectic doy. 
The 87th "Gostopo" hod o field doy retrieving the lib erty-happy 
motes. "The Bottle of Noumeo" wos tho talk for weeks. 

After another prolonged probolion period, the botte lion resumed 
liberties. This limo a bit more reserve was noticed. The " Bled Morie" 
mode only four trips to townl 

Almost every quon>et al Monte D'Or blossomed out with o bfod­
morkot rodio ond mony thrilled lo tho litonlic struggle between tho 
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Cardinals end Brownies for tho World Series chompionship. FDR's 
election lo o fourth rerm was received by radio. Summories were 
found in tho SOUTH PACIFIC DAILY NEWS. C hief Corl Ruble ond 
Photogrophor Edmund Joskulski cornmencod work on the bo tlolion trip 
book (THE EARTHMOVER) on 19 December. The second ovorsoos 
Chrislmos come ond possed olmosl unnot iced except for pockogos 
from homo. 

To the moro sober-minded, the liberty cily o f Noumoo wos indeed 
o pleosont return lo civilizetion, W earing cool whites end shiny black 
shoes, lho mon strutted ebout town whistling with oquol obendon ol 
the omozing conqlomoroiion of white, block, brown end olive women. 
In this heody bockwesh of civilization, anything seemed permiuible, 
ond everything-no melter how slronge-seemed logicol. It was 
oslonishingly simple lo fall info the poltorn of 1he easy·goinq me­
tropolis. 

The street scenes resembled a lavish bazeor. The town wos filled 
with snooty French coloniols; graceful, sorong·ded Jovoneso; brood· 
boomed, borofoolod Konokos: ond tiny, servile Chinese. Mixing with 
these were tho ormed forces of oil Allied notions: Americens, British 
French, Dutch, Now Zealanders and Ausrrolions. I; ell edoed up lo o 
most picturesque ond colorful melting pot. 

Activities in town, generelly spooking, were restricted to throe basic 
points of interest. First , thoro woro the goudy souvenirs sold by oll 
stores-oven tho Army s deluxe Super.PX! Next in populority wos 
liquor. At h~lf o dollar o shot, it wos guorenleed to deliver tho KO 
punch in three short quips! 

The linol ond, of course, ultimate ollroction wes women. Hore. the 
chose wos porhops o bit more difficult, but it wes novorthaless pur· 
suod with bloodhound lenocily born of long enforced obstinonco. In 
the end, however, tho men could olweys liod consolofion in tho long 
lines et "Tho Pin~ House." 

Liberty soon foll into o dofinito po tlorn. Nemes such es tho NOR­
MANDIE, SEBASTAPOL ond CHICAGO BAR ovenluolly become by· 
words. Tho initial curiosity wos slowly giving woy t o monotonous rest· 
losness !oword the ond. The men knew !hot only a chongo of scenery 
could eroso tho! slrongely fo milior feeling. News of enothor forward 
move, al least, quoranleed something different. 

However, the 87fh never oqain encountered such a delightful lond as 
New Coledonie-the only ploce most of the men would considor 
revisiting in loler yoors. 



ASSEMBLY LIN E. Four quon101$ overy ol9M hour. was tho record set by 
th e four corronlor tr•WI of 10 mon uch, Here Chief Sam Beacom 1tands 
by as tho ar'.hOI nre beiroi~ holstod Into ploca on the steel-ribbed foun· 
dallon. 

COLOR!> Comdr. hs terly raises Iha flrrl fla9 at Monie D'Or lo Iha 
c•ll of "Colot1' by lu9tar T. W. ("Junior") Berry. Standin9 al attention 
(left lo ri9~1) ue: Harry Lavery (nearest left quonset), Chief ~rpenler 

MOUNTAIN OF GOLD. Monie D'Or loomed ominously over camp with its 
d .. p crease• formed by r•vlnts •nd 9ullla1. Toward evenin9, its rorly fou 
1oflanad with o brllllenl aoldan hue •• ii reflected larl rays of sun sel· 

SEABEE HIVES. II was only a malfor of days until almost o•oryono was 
comforlabif 1oll led under metal roofs. Localed on a sharp slope, tho 
rows were flrsl terraced to keep the huts on an even keel. Officers Country 
Is In beck9round. 

Hugo O'san end Chief R. J. ("Peppy") Holl, Jr. 0.0.D Set up in the 
edmlnlsltcllon erea, the fla9po'e stood 70 feel above it1 IM1e and wa1 
a landmark for ell weyward SHbeH for miles around. 

SPORTS CENTER. In time, the camp 1poried a 1upe1·hi9hwey, • besabell 
field, and bukelball and handbell courts. By far Iha finest camp on the 
bland. 'I was little wonder men held their brulh each lime 1culllebull 



A. PRIZE IN EVEltY ,A.CKAGE The Poll Office w., a beehive of octlvlty 
w"6ne•lr "tu•f•ce" m•ll •rrlved by ship, The hundreds of p•ck•9es­
C0<1l•lni~9 Item> r~n9ln11 lrom St•leslde whiskey to radio.-l11verl•bly 
cell•d for ••Ir• help Chief M•ll,,..n Ooneld Arthur never for9ot lhe 

IUNOLcS FlOM THE OLD COUNTRY. Mor•I• ro>e e11d fell proportlo"· 
•l•ly lo the •mount of lncomln9 nwll. No min were more aware of this 
than th1 lhree postal cltrk>-p111 ,,,.11ers et r .. uurln9 on•ious met•• con• 
cernln9 leek of m.tll. Whon th• bulky uch (often w•ttrtoaked) did pour 

division clerh upon such occ•sloni, Above 9roup, with CPO "Art" wleld· 
ln9 the whip lncludu (left lo rl9ht ): l1191h, Lundquist, Sorry, lllompton, 
the Chief, Sfelker, ,rlntz, K•r•s, Newkirk, Schmidt, an unldontlfled clerk 
•ftd C.ntrell. TheH were Christmu pacle9u 

In, Chief Artltut (11111, Wall•c• ltrry, (lop of pll1) •od Joe ("Prl••t• 
Tuule") C.'1t1ll wero rl9hl in there pltchln9 for THE EARTHMOVER 
pholo9r.Jphor, but "Atl" 1lw•y1 made >Uri division clerks did lh1 work 



Ll8ERTY AHEAO. Spollo" whil11 and pollshod shoes wer~ the o rder of 
lho doy for • llbtrly cMd a l the 000 Offlco. From 1300 to 2000. tho 
bolstorous 87th hid Its dally flln9 In Noumeo-come r.•in. heal or hl9h 
wlndsl After lh first llbtrly (rl9htly ftrmod "Tht Invasion of Noumoa' ), 

LIBERTY BUSES. Only polnl In favor of 17th llbtrly buses w.u they car• 
rled the men to Noum .. ••d somehow 9ot lhtm btck. Tht rou9h1st drive 
In any man's 11perlt1Kt, lhe ordul w" comp1rabl1 lo the tou9h1.d com­
mendo course, 

- .. - ' .... ~- - -

tho 9an9 sollltd down to woekly visits d1voted mainly lo •ouvenlr·hunlln9 
in Chlnt10 1hop1, Ntw Zeoland bur at TRADE WINOS. and potent rot· 
9ut In tho lown' t dlvu, 

---

LlaERTY HOUNDS. Jemp•cked In 1ardine f,uhlon-21 lo each truck-the 
unf•Htr•d men fi9urollvely cloHd their eye> to the bll!'l'lps plc:ktd up by 
converted dump·lrucb ind paid their wukly vlsil to the cepltal city for 
plusuru lon9 d enied, 



STORM WARNING. With a hurty hu••· lo. • supply dump bull9an9 
1pr .. ds • '"P over hog• rolls of new wire in l•ce of •n apl"'.,.chin9 
storm. Supplyin9 the 9rvnls and swut are: Chtl• Condon. Walt Ct.erwinski, 
Ralph C~iln•Y ond J4mes littlo . 

QUONSElS BY JHE CARLOAD. SuppH11 poured lnlo lh1 supply dump In 
••••t .. ndln9 1lrHm1 always a su11.f1tt lndi.:.tlon tho u111t was 9111in9 
sat for anolhor forward mon and another bl9 fob. Little did Ibo un· 
lotdln9 cr•w ,..nu tho! lh11t 1am1 quonseh would be the ir futut1 Slck 

SUPPLY TEAM. Mana91m1nl of entire supply dump tuled on ebo•t 
9roup. Combloin9 brains and brawn, thu1 min were lops In efficiency 
end ~rd wotk. Front row: Pond1r1 a.ams, Simon; back to"': Palltson, 
S4kowih, Chia! Hall, Hunl and lrltvoch 

lay, mtu Ii.II and otnc.e bulldi119s at Iha Jap fotlrass-baso of Okinawa. 
The crew: Tommr Lo"•• Walt11 Hurley, Al llauo, Roy lAr9en, Maritn Mac· 
Donald. Jimmy 9ulnlan and Maurice Goodman. 



WHAT'S YOURS MATE? Th Ship'> Ster• wa, no place lo pau tt.e tim• 
of day From the moment the blind• were lifted uotil i he lail miout• 
before closlo9, o study flow of custome" plied Chief John AhHsy end 
John ("flt•") Spence with purchaie• of drygood;, cku9•, toilet articlu and 

GET YOUR CHITS HERE MENI No aui9nm•nl wa• too la'9t or too small 
for Supp;y. Here could !.e obtained a chit for dnylhin9 from sho1tec11 lo 
o.e 'doter btadu. With lh best fool forward, this 9roup procured end 
distributed 1pproalm1tely • mllllon dollus worth of supplie. and equip· 

•oft bever1911 Due to the 1ner9y of "The Bi9 Pink Chief," stock wH 
1h•ay1 varied and the •upply ample. Occasionally a few dated m19arius 
were on ,.11. 

runt 'n reoulffttln9 the Eorthmoven. Above 9roup (left to right) In· 
eludes: Chief Elmer lteacs. Barrell Sumrell, Ll.(j9 ) Grover J . De ly, Jr. 
(Supply Officer ), Chief Ahatsy, Al Lesch end George Prlkhu d . 



WHAT! NO MICKEY MOUSE? Mo•los o-ory ni9ht and an occasional 
1loge show made tho outdoor theatre the most /.opular 1pot at Monte 
D'Or. Situated high obo•o camp, 1t provided an I ool •iew of tho harbor. 
Noumao ponlniula and tho cro99y mountains beyond. Highlight of tho 

FLICKERS. The addition of two now )S.mm. projcclon-qu,.antooin9 lull 
shows ><ithout intorruptloni-onhanced tho stock of tho movie booth 9an9 
with th. men. Comdr. Eaalorly obHrvos workmanship as Chief Canon 
Rhyno, John Roche and Dale GllllnQS thread fi lm. 

sla90 shows was the USO production of tho popular Gcor90 Gershwin 
folk opera, PORGY ANO BESS, with an all-No9ro cut, starrin9 John 
Ga rth, Ill ond Frances Brock, both welt known on Broadway. 

-------..t 

tS1 

CAPACITY. PLUS! Tho sta9c of tho battali.on'• mountainside lhoatre would 
have-ii nacossary-o«ommodalod oppro••malely one-fourth of the man 
aboard. Males conluded such unusual copacity wa• second only to the 
mammoth sta9e of Radio City M111lc Holl. 



THE HILL. 19100-llko Dollas huts, small quonsets and a choice location OI· 
tobllshod Offlcors Counfty at Monte D'Or as a snug, comfortable com· 
munlty. Eroctod lon9 aft•r tho crow camp was completed, it was never· 

TOP OF THE HEAP. Comdr. Easterly and Lt. Comdr. Flynn occupltd the 
throt•ropm quonsth shown on upper terrrace. The breath-laking view from 
this hlc;ihtlf l1v1I surpauod all others in the area. Equipped with run · 

NOB HILL. Rtcrullon for offlctrs was tar11ely made up of volltyball on 
• htrd·packt d court (rl9hl for19rou nd) •nd almoat f!trpotual 8rld9t gtmH 
In lht wcll•t ppolnl• d , T0 1htp1d officers mm htll 1t1ff) , Commonly known ,,. 

tholou tho sc•no of many 3ay social affairs-thanks to the pafronag• of 
ntl9hborln9 Army nUrlOS on Red Cross workers. The panoramic viow from 
here wos vory lint. 

nlng woltr end ind ividual showors.-in fact, wha t amount•d to Slottsldt 
bathrooms-lhls lay·out was indeed a far cry from the ru9gtd lun11lt 
ulsttnce. 

1mon'J fht malts u " Nob Hiii." comparatively few tnllsltd men ever 
1c1lt lhtH hel9hh. The crew chow htll h the l1r9e quonut ti rltht. 



LOUNGE. Dosl9n.d with simple, 9ood tolle, the loun9e of the olflceo 
mtn w., en idt•I spot for • quitl e•tnlnq of lridqt 0< • bit of music. 
lo~J•ect ll9htlo9 end omplt window space 1ddtd consldtr1bly lo Its 1 lr· 
lnoss. 

\ 

REMINDER OF- THINGS PAST, Covering the entire e1>d wtll of lht bu 
In lhe ofnctrs moss this spltndld murel by Arllsl John Sch .. fer wu 1 
•l•ld portr1y1I of old times In lht Treuurlts, Done In well ·blended olls, 
It portreyed the m .. y ftmlll•1 sl9hh ind lncldt nh, whkh m1de b11t1llon 
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DINING HALL Ship's Cooks Merlin Monroe •nd Louis Pecheco were the 
cettters 11 officers mtu. Individually .. qrt•td nopkin rin9s of sll•er· 
ploled brus lubln9 added • touch of luaury. Olllce'1 vere s .. ttd 11 t1ble 
eccordln9 lo renk. 

hhtory In 190-44: 1·2Ss, P·ltJ, enemy plants bombin9 Comp 01tm1nl lht 
T1uone episode (lower left) and lhe bomb.trdmtnh of the Short ends 
(rl9ht btck91ound), All b lend Into • hl9hly dr•mallc p lcto1l1t scene. 



TAKE IT OFFI Eye.filllng Hollywood pin.ups of all shape" sias •nd 
contours wormed tho borren we Is of many quonseh. Vic Schuln (in his 
cornor) dlsploys a keen appreciation of feminine anatomy in his choice of 
swoator·glrl glomour. 

MUSCLE MEN. O:>ffing thtlr gold ind khoti four officers disploy their 
"Suptrmtn" torsos •• • ringing ch•lltnge lo ' ell comers . Strenuous txtr· 
else, both In lht fltld ind on the •olltybell court, kepi thut " lrtld" 
In superb physfctl condlllon-t 1hlnln9 eumplt of vl9orou1, ru9g1d SH· 

GENUINE SE:ABE:E. Alton Slor1s goos the ordinary Saab .. one bettor by 
btlng the flnt Stebu·hl•theper in the Padfic. His api•ry boolltd throt 
hi•" of uven combs each. Th"t nelled him ample honey for d1ily 
breelrfosl of hot ukH. 

bte ludonhip. left to right: Or. E. L Zorn, Lieut. Ray P1p1, Chltf 
C1rp1nt1r Carl Mitchell tnd Carptnltr Jos1ph Stewart. (Though hotry "'Ith 
111 the urm1rks of lht typical gog shot, TH E EARTHMOVER t dltoo 
llktd this.) 



", •• FOUR YOUR LEFT .•. " Miiitary trolnln9 09oln look over. Close· 
order drlll, lon9·dlsfonce hi kes and extonded ordor first blistered, then 
tou9henod, s~ft loot ond roducad many nftnded wolstlines. Here P and 
R Divisions dra9 out 1011 hundred yards . 

ANO DON'T FORGET YOUR CHOW CHtTI Like all Navy outfih, the 
17th leunod lo dand 1><1tlently In llne .. rty ln the 9ame. By far the 
lon9e;f and hottest was noon chow-line. This ltne·up snaked hall-way down 
to T OMsion lon9 before doors of the enormous mess hall opened. After 

RESCUE. The camp ueo of C8MU S" was directly In the path of a 
r19ln9 fored lire, so the '7th recalved a call for help. Tho Earthmovers 
rosponded by dlspatchln9 lroilor•loods of volunlaer fire.fighters. The camp 
was uvod oft or hours of ellor1. 

SPOTLESS. Ell Pifer ond Dove Ehrlch "pan in review" before 
new jeeps lined up ln T Division shop area. Operators had to be 
in by tho dozen to lake coro of new oqui pmenf, which rolled in 
rooutlltfln9. Movln9 tlmo wos near. 

the cornwllly and spam diet of the Treasuries, the men could never 9et 
enou9h of the fresh meat, egg1 and vegetables that were 1erved dally 
at Monte O' Or. 

brend· 
broken 
durln9 

CHARGE! l .ieul. len Marhtte 9iv .. direction lo Jimmy Mchlland 'doztr 
operator, cullln9 llre·bruk throu9h dense mountainside bru•h. Men sfa · 
tionad along trail eventually 901 lire under control with shovels and aJU. 
However, two milu of dry oak timber burned. 



DEDICATION And lhen one Sunday, 17 December. the battalion had ih 
own chapel A 1imple •lr~cture, molded around the clean linu of a quon· 
•o!, It had the 1otemn bHuiy and restful atmosphere of the true house 
of wor1hlp. Men'• response was an o•erflowin9 congre9alior>-irr•futable 

CHOIR. Orl9lnated by Chaplain Slelken. the choir was soon turn•d o•er 
to Ens. Donald Porath, who did a lino job of difecting ii during ch.apel 
servlc.,, Chief "Juk" Ormhton Is 61 portable organ.. Front row 11•11 lo 
right): Chaplain Slelhn, Ettie King, O"'ill• Swanstrom, Harry Ball, Jack 

te1tlmoiy of their rul religious spirit and God-fearing nature. The 81th's 
third ch~plain, Lieut. Mar•in Sielken, introduced Captain H. M. Peterson. 
Senior South Pacific Chaplain, who, as 9uut of honor, deli•ered dediu· 
lory 1ermon. 

\ 

Jones, Gideon lucuren, George Scherer, Clyde Hunt and Ens. Porath ; (r .. r 
row): Wllllam Weber Albert Prinn, Jac:k Thomas Jamu Llttl•. Swen 
Helge, Edmund Jaskulski. Paul Stache, John McGih and Emmett King. 



DAY OF REST. Sot In on obundonco of wldo-sproodin9 oak, pine ond 
1w11i-smo llln9 lomon troos tho chopo l wo1 a restful haven for body and 
soul. Cllmo• of lh roll9lou1 octlvltlos was tho candlelight service on 
Christmas Evo-o llttlno commomorotlon of the 87th's second Christmas 

MEN OF GOO. Ch•pl•ln Ko fflln (loft), 78th Ba ttalion "padre," and 
Chaplain Slolkon stond on olthor sldo of pointln9, "Christ al Gelh<emane," 
above chapel oltor. Artist John Sch .. for uecutod this in1pirational paint· 
Ing In olls. Ho wu ln•olua blo lo unit lhrou11hout trip. 
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ovoriees. It w41 tho third consecutive Yuletide away from home for some 
who wero In boot tro lnln11 o t Comp Peary in December, 1 ~42, Scrubbed 
ond wuhod motes ore aoon loavln11 chapol ofter 1ervlces. 

KEEPERS OF lHE FAITH. Sonlor Chaplain Peterson often jeeped the 18 
bumpy miles from NoumH to Monie O'Or lo address an 871h congre· 
qatlon. Loft to rl9ht: Chief Lauren Metriam, Chaplain Schvah, Chapl•in 
Slelken, Capt. Peterson, Chiefs Horman Pack and "Jack'' Ormiston. 



WEDDING BELLS. Mony brovod a thunderous rainstorm the evening of 22 
Januory to soo Lt. (19) John Robort Bovyer toko as his bride pretty Second 
Llout. Morlho Jeno Arrowsmlth, ANC. Porformod In th·e chapel, it was the 
battalion' s outstanding social function. 

MR ANO MRS. Tho brldo (from Scio, Ohio) had been 2? conseculive 
months overiou whon she mot LI. Bovyer, formerly a minin9 engineer, .tt 
~ 1091h Stotlon Hospltal Thanks9lvlng party In fall of '44. The attractive 
brido holds htr corsoge. 

INFORM"-l A reception, oltendod by 87th officers and I09th 9uuts, was 
hold at tho officers mou foltowln9 the ceremony. lf . Ina Tucci of North 
Corollno, close friend of Mrs. lovyor, poses with the couple before the 
buffet supper toblo. 

HERE COMES THE BRIOEI Tho happy bride and 9room oro shown striding 
down the olsle once tho ceremony is over. A portion of the woddin9 at· 
semblr hove alrudy deported for the movie, , MRS. PARKINGTON. Some 
mon s Ill weor lholr parka hoods. 

ENTOURAGE, Bridal party Included Comdr. Easterly; lf. and Mrs. Bovyer; 
Col . Jenkins, MOlnC. 1091h Hospital, who 9ave bride away; Capt, Mcintyre, 
h .. d 109th nurso; and lf . (jg) Hal Chapin, one of lt. Bovyer's collo90 
cloumotes. 

THE CAKE. l°'th Hospitot ba~ers contribuled a lovely woddln9 c•k•. 
Allor tho reception, tho ccuple repaired lo Mo9enta Hills coll•O• of M 
Ho9tn

1 
Noumu bonk president, for a five-day honeymoon. Lt. lovyer soon 

embontd for S.ipan. 



-------

HINKY DINKY PARLEY YOUS? A hilorious Christmas p•rty at the French 
f1rmhou1e nHr Glou House outside of NoumH brought forth abundance 
of 9ood cheer ond plenty of vin rou9e •1 91n9 celebrated second over· 
seas Yulttfde. In addition to the charmln9 ho1te11, her husbdnd and win· 

1ome deu9hter (cenler). others In lhi1 confu11d, but happy. scene are : 
Chieh Rubio, Arthur .,.d Ahusy, plus.--Joskuh•I. Soule, Schaefer, Silver, 
Bernie Kruger, "a.rney" Nelson, Towey. Berry, Lamoureu2. S.rtleH, Jad 
JonH. 8ucceri, Hosey ond A.tch. 

'" TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORc ••. " Whtie 1 weird mt.lure of rain and fo9 1wlrled 
about the summit ol lolly Monte D'Or, motes In the quonsth nestled a t the loot of 
the forbidden el~votlon • ere preparinq for the " Old Men With 1ne ..Vhlskera." Jtck 
JonH (left), Carleton Soule l•neeling) Hd " 8trney" Nelson odd a bit of Chrhl· 
mu chur to their crowded quoniel . 
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BUSY MAN. l .. dlnSI candidate for title of mod overworked officer al 
Monte O'Or w .. ll.(j9) Steve lynch, b•Halion dentist. Working No chain 
simultaneously, he took ore of •n averege 300 cases per month through· 
out busy New Caledonl• period. 

THE SQUARE NEEOlE, Shots ;ncreo1ed in volume •nd intensity as the 
battalion preporod for Its nHt forward move. A list of diseases the men 
,.,.,. Immunized a9alnst road like a medical dictionary-tyr,hus, plague, 
cholera, ye1low fever, smallpox, tetonus, etc.! All then homble maladies 
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NEEOlE TIME. To meh sure no man sneaked by for seconds, " eager" vie· 
tlms wore chechd off muster list ou1side of Sick Bay. Only after both 
erm1 were well swebbed with Iodine could males pau into the Inner 
wnclum for th r .. I business. 

were suppotedly layln9 In wail for the 871h at BIVE-wherevor that wast 
Or. Eu9ene Zorn chats with lt. Bo•yer (center) as Corpsmen Guenerre, 
Byers, Schnelder, Malkoulon and Chief Tunney prepare to administer In· 
fectlons. 



WATER MAIN, loyln9 tho principal wa torlfno Into tho Monie O'Or camp 
Involved sklnnln9 tho heavy pipe a distance of approximately two miles 
over the rollln9, scrubby hills ad jacent tho towering mountain rdnge. An 

NOT IN THE CONTRACT. lallolion plumbers were truly "jacks-of .. 11· 
trodes ... hsid11 plpin9 the entire cemp for showers and plumbln9 Sick 
Boy, m111 hell, laundry. etc., they freq uently hod to dig their own ditch11 

SOME CONTAINER! One section of a 10,000-borrel, bolted rleol tonk 
_... __ .... .., ... '"· ........... ,._,.,..,. ......... r ... 1,,,. • • ..,.-.,., .-.-... 01 • .,...,.~ l\v r._Am•ftt111r 

utlmated 101000 feet of six-inch plP,• wu used for the entire profoct, 
Chief Owen uwson (ri9ht) ~nd his ';>ipe -buckin9" 9ang are shown hard 
at it. 

with pick and shovel . Ta•ln9 five, with o smile, (left lo right): Chief 
Louie Corlisle, Chorlts Reid, Hurschel Turner, Wiiiiam Brekke and Ed Joe 
Mulhern 

wu ctpoble of turning out '40,000 9ellons of drinking waler a day. Sltel 
'"'n,. .. "" l"ftMtrutHtu' af this Immense tan• w•c 1uo•rvii:ed bv Chief 'H•nk" 



GOOD START. Corpe" tor crews of C hiefs Emi l Schoonke and Frank Lullerall 
woro aulonod tho construction of a 1orvfcomon's center in the hoar! of 
Noumoo. A concrete dock (easy lo cloon with hcso ond water) has hard· 
o"od as bullof"O commoncei. 

SETltNG UP HOUSE. Prtfobrlcattd tablu and really comfortable chairs 
were thrown tooolh tr quickly o"c• the basic construction was completed. 
Later polnlod In brllllont huu, tho onllstod man's center hod the rich carnl· 
•el a tmosphtro of o 9oy beoch resort. 

WELL DONE. Ttn shublt coolers In Interior of completed fountain o<· 
sured thinly Gls of Iced bur tnd coh. Moro large reefers in surround­
ln9 bulldln~s kepi reserve supply cf bt•erogu al contlanl tempertlure . 

PROGRESS. Lieut, W. C Reilly commends "Uncle Sluq" Schoenko on 
progrou his corpontors hove mado on the main bulldlnq (control 1truc· 
luro), which Is sp"Tous beer and soft drinks counter. Joo Pcna1kf (ltfl) 
•nd Glen Ludwlo ore working 1aw 

SPRAYING, INC. lhe 17th point crew eventually became o rothor fa· 
mlllM 1i11ht olon9 Noumu'1 bu•y streets. Chief Ceda,.talf's crew of u · 
ptrh mlud and prepared color mi•1ures on the spot with thh mobllt 
unit. All point wo• opplitd with spray guns. 

ALL SET to open nut day (Thanb9ivin9), esterlor of TRADE WINDS 
lounltfn was Hnfthed wflh rlained plywood and o lirtprool asbtslos roof. 
Once opened, ih 175-foot bar was ne•er without se•ertl hundred perched 
servfumen. 



GRAND OPENING. Thousands of Allied servicemen attended the 
formal openin9 of TRADE WINDS Thank.s9Mn9 Day. For fir11 time 
In Noumea history, real hambur9trl, embellished with the " worh. " 
were >trved over the counter for the price of a dime. Also e•· 

87TH BUILDS "TRADE WlnDS" 
During lho two yeors of Allied u~o of New Caledonia as o supply 

bo ~u for tho Soulh P11cific, no provision hod over been made for 
furnishing tho anl isted mon of 1111 service bronchos wi!h a recreation­
al contor in the liberty city of Noume11. Blessings were fina lly given 
for wch 11 projoct by lsl11nd Commond lo be built on the sight of 
the old T ri11ng le Gordens. 

A contest wos immodi11tely onnounced for on appropriate nome 
and TRADE WINOS was chosen. 

The project was started with the vorious branches of service fur­
nishing unskilled work details to aid in the construction, but this soon 
proved mo•t unsotisfactory and lhe entire project was assigned lo the 
87th Seobeos. 

Lieu t. Williom C. Roilly, as officer in charge of construction, ond 
tho wHoned carpenter crews of Chiefs Emil Sc:hoenke and Fronk 
Lutteroll wuro detailed lo cony ou t tho work. They immediately 
moved geor end bedding to the deserted ARG US comp on the out­
sfids of town. This movo eliminated tho long, dreory ride eoch morn­
inq and evening between Monte O'Or 11nd Noume11. 

Tlio men wor~od a long, ten-nour day but the freedom from 1ho 
1i1010mo restrictions of the main comp counterbalanced !he exacting 
worl schudule. Moreover the prosrtct of nightly liberty was o 
further compens11lion for edr11 wort 

Boginning the project in oorly October. it was scheduled for com­
pletion on Th11 nhgiving Doy. Using mony lobor-saving devices lo 
slroomlino operolions, 1ho job wos well timed lo meet ihe deodline. 

Al precisoly the righl momont, Chief Vic Codarstoff ond his iliner­
ont p~ int crow chorgod in to town wilh looded spray-guns and in o 
ftw doy~ lho ontiro projocl-insido ond out-wos dc.coroted in o goy, 
t olorlul rn olif. 

Promptly on 23 Novembor (Thonksglving Doy) , TRADE WINDS was 
oponod with oppropriale ceremonies, Tho moles queued up in long 
lin1>1 for tho iced boor, homburqers, hol-dogs and soft drink Tho 
long slop toward improving tho enl isted men 's welfore had been oc· 
tompli1hed. 

TRADE WINDS lilerolly blew tho blod morket lraHiding in liquor 
out of its onc:o Oour1shin9 spot in Noumeo. At the same time, t he 
now center govo oil enlisted Gls o decent spot lo eot and drink or 
just to sit ond shoot tho breeze. 
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cttdln9ty popular w4s !ht counter serving New Zealand beer. Two 
botllu ol this potent m•ll •nd lht •mateur imbiber was almost cer­
tain lo require help in loc•tln9 the liberty bus for the 9ruellin9, 
soberln9 truck-ride back to ump. 

RUSTIC UPHOLSTERY. Framework for •II structural work in compound wa• 
of native rou'tn timber and a minimum of fini•hed lumber. Project wu stymied 
•lme ud a9a1n for lad of sufficient bulldln9 mattriab. Here, construction wu 
11111 in pro9reu. 



VISITOR. C~lof Carl W, Rubio (contor foreground group) , recently op· 
pointed odltor-ln-chlaf of 87th lrlp book (eventually named THE EARTH· 
MOVER), lntorvlows Chief ~mil Schoonke (left) as Community Theofre proi· 
ect commoncos In Noumu. 

ACROSS THE STREET from lhrlvln9 TRADE WINOS (see pictref fence). 
Chief Rufus Bland (rl9ht) directs construction of foundation for projection 
booth. Carpenten ore : Darrell Hews, Julius Scruggs, Joe Wil liams, Daniel 
Petrich ond Bob Oroe9u. 

SPIDER WEB, Fremework of mushroomln9 theatre project assumed ap· 
pHrance of a 119-saw puule with Its tan9le of scaffoldlnc;i in preparation 
for flttin9 on plywood facin9. All hands were turnin9-to with • wlll as 
Chrlstmaa openln9 w11 nHr. 

FRAMEWORK bogiM lo redr skyward on sfago of theatre profocf os 
crow In fora9round poun concrete around foundation posts for seats. Stage 
wings ore beginning lo take shape as carpenters clamber over flimsy 
1tructure with eose of trapaze artists. 

RIGGEllS, frosh from lie Nou, are rushed lo theatre project to set entire 
top of stage with improvised ric;is as first truss is hoisted Into place. Chief 
Chulle Stauu supervised ri99in9 until his crew finished their job and moved 
on to another. 

PROJECTION boot!. .almost finished and seating arrengemenls for en 
audience of 1,100 ready, Chief William M6rlin (arms folded) focuses al· 
lentlon on fe.., rem•lnlng toucltes nudod to complete sta9e. EAllTH· 
MOVU photo9r1pher found thutre 1n .,,,llln9 subject. 



NOUMEA THEATRE. Flnlshin9 touches to ne"' thutre were rushed 
to meet tho dHdllno of 23 December for the colossal Red Cross 
Christmas Feslivel. Carpenter crews "'orked feverish 14-hour shifts 
and came to a breathless completion only four hour. before the 

CIUIC THEATER BUILT-FLOPS 
With the servicemen's rocrootion contor. TRADE W INDS, well on 

its woy to completion, lslond Commond suddenly decided, with the 
oid of Red Cross suggestions, lo sponsor o huge, open-eir theatre in 
tho control pork ereo o f Noumoo. 

Tho project wos iusigped lo Army Engineers in mid- November with 
o finish dote of lofo December. By !he first- of December, ho1Vever, the 
edent of construction wes o fow post-holes dug wilh some bxbs leon­
ing out et odd ongles. It wos quite opporenl thot the proiecl would 
never bo comploied on schedule. 

At this point, Lieut. Reilly end his construction gong, fresh from 
completion of TRADE WINDS, wore assigned to the job. 

Chiefs William Mortin ond Rufus Blond end their crock corpenler 
ere~ were instolled in tho ARGUS comp end work begon in eornesl. 
It ""es o rush job from tho sterf. As in oll these operelions, however, 
excellenl croftsmonship wos opporont. 

To sol tho intricote stego fromowork, Chief Chorlie Slouss ond 
his riggers wore brought in for the !idlish work. C'1orlie's mon were 
just in from lie Nou whore they hod dismantled the huge seoplone 
base hongers end other stool instolfo iions. 

Tho mobile point doparfmont ogoin rolled into Noumee lo put lhe 
finishing touches ond docorotions lo tho oloborale stage and pro­
jection booth. Boltolion oloctricians installed sound ond with the 
inslolfolions of footlights, the job wos completed, and, to everyone's 
surprise, on limo for tho lonq-pliinnod Chrislmos festivities. 

In colloboration with tho Rod Cross, Army Special Services pre­
sented Hondol's " Messiah," o Yulotido carol sing and o huge Chrisl­
rnos porly for tho nalivo children-Sonia Claus and all! 

After such on auspicious opening, tho lheolro wos olmosl cortoin 
of success. Unforlunolofy, whon Army Special Service attempted to 
sot up o movlo schodulo, Fre nch civil oulhorilies slopped in quite un­
expoctedly. 

The propriolors of lho focal thoo!res, which showed French and 
American movies of onciont vinl11ge onco o week, refused to s11nction 
the showing of free movies-not oven to servicemen. 

Thus, the momrnolh inst11llotion w11s destined to the ignominy of a 
"while elophont." Nourished only by a few oftornoon conceris ond 
occosionol st11go show,, ii stonds todoy os on expensive monument 
to tho wor in tho Pocific. 
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formal openin9 of the p•9unl. Horo, carpenters and e lectricians 
are lnrta llin9 ftoodllghh on the lalt work day. Already 9ale Yule­
tide desi<ins ha•• bun tacked on front or sfruc:lure for !he ocu­
slon. This projod ettractod much •tlentlon from Noumtta nati'(es. 

SPRAY BOYS. Albort Mundy and Sheldon McCa leb 9et In the last tlckt on tho 
otlto,.,iso completed 1cre1n end 11age from 1win11in11 scaffold. One of fev­
eral community Chrlstmu trees h olrudy decor•tod end wired for ll9hlln11 
In •nllclpatlon or 1>•11unt. 



-

NRS OFFICERS CLUB. A plywood entrance, screened terrace, • lew ship's 
lan terns-and pruto!!!-tho once low!y quonset acqulrt1 tho rtqal linos 
ol a modern ni9ht club. Oesi9ned and supervised by Lt. Comdr. Flynn, it 

INTERIOR. Fivo ntqhts o woek, dance• wore hold on thb hlq hly polished 
composition d~nce floor Al lu t nd is the roomy, comforfoblo lounqe, 
which ox lond• Jo the ll brery and wrlllnq room, lngonlou1 use ol cloth nel· 

SHADES OF THE RITZ. Most popular spot in deluh bulldln9 wos the 
9tlt 40·fuot btt, co mplete with polh hod b reu rell t nd lecq uertd muon­

ltt top. S1rvln9 1v1rythln9 from pl1ln betr to r11pl1ndtnl 1ombl11 (with 

... ., by all odds the most sumptuous ollictrs club in tht enllro Pacific. 
This luxurious retreat was ideally located on the outskirts nl Noumea. 

ting In the terraced ceiling provtdu llno, natural <1lr·condltlonln9. Elabo· 
ro te bar may be seen el ri9hl cenlor Dance orch11tra occupitd raised 
platform at right. 

che rries!). lhi1 cleverly dtcor.ted bar w.u en oasl• for officer rtlu9 tts 
from Noumu's •wt lft rln9 11ml·froplcel hu t •. D1tp·1t• R9ur11 beck of bar 
wtrt CU! •OUIJ, 
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SUPER PX. To ell Allied servlctmen, the tut hHrt of Noum .. w•• the 
Army'• Super PX, located in the main bu1lneu district of town. Ifs sep· 
arato •ed1on• Included dry 9oods, toilet artlctos, clothln9, souvenirs, ma9· 
~tines and-most Important of all-lee cream sundo•s and sodas! Th• 

MACY'S, SOUTH PACIFIC! Ltt9es1 dtportrrent store In Noumw oco:"uplH 
one city blod and dealt In everythin9 from jewelry end food to clothln9 
and 1ouvonhs. More approclotod lhan the arliclH for s•le on ih dusty 
counters h tho wooden unopy stretchin9 the len9th of tho bulldln9 , offer· 

neoresl thln9 lo a Stateside corner dr1t9sloro, It atfraded hundred• ol 
curiou1 notives who rtood ouhido end d1ttd in 4mllemenl et its ond· 
leu variety, E1l•blishmtnt w•~ stalled by Gh And attractive Frtnch 
9lrls. 

ln9 much·n1tded shade to footsore sl9hlsetrs. Cars ol curb ore prodoml· 
nately of French manufacture, alfhou9h en occulonal orly •lnl19e ford 
makes Its .. h1ny appe1tence, The 1p•clou1 city park >larh ju1t actou 
l1r1tl. 



JAVANESE WEDD ING. Festlvltlts are In full swing as aftermath of a 
J4vent1e wedding Tho ceremony proper was •n unusuolly simple aflolr 
'omp1r1d to lht 91y, nol1y rectptlon htrt t••in9 pt•ce in a converted 
vegetable 1tora9e barn. G•y, meny-cotored strumers and banneri cut from 

THE EAST. Entertolnment ot tht wedding centorod around a professional 
ftmolo dancor ond hwr portners. Dressed In striking costume of gilt end 
crlm1on end wearing white cemelllu In her heir, she performed ritual 
Javanese dances with unusually graceful and upreulve gestures of her 

peper and cloth •rt strung entire length of building. Women and chil· 
dren occupy one sldo of the room whllt mtn sit on the other. Food con· 
•httd mainly or sw11t rice ca•es and colored soda waler. 

handr. Orchestra conilstlng of m•ny shed drums and bronze xylophone< 
produced very rh~lhmlc, but unmelodic, •ccompeniment. Members ol orch· 
estro are really on the groove, resembllng 1 group of Gent Krupas in 
their f1ci1I contortions. 



WROUGHT IRON 9olos of St, Joseph's Cathedral are lypica l of Fronch 
orehltocturo throu9houl lhe world. Rich homo• in Noumea were a lmost all 
dtcorolod with 9rllle·work 9otos or fences. Tall bvildin9s (ri9ht) ore part 
of Nickol Docks. Nickel Is leodln9 export of New Caledonia . Deserled har. 
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bor revools war hu pro9re11ed since 87th's firs t visit here In Soptombtr 
190. Thon, Noumoo w41 " crowdad, bustlin9 main base. 8y late ' 44 how: 
ever, 't had become a comparatively deserted rear-area receivln9 si~tlon. 



SUNDAY IN THE PARK. CMc center of the city of Noumea i1 lhis •iw· 
clou• park louted In the heort of the tcwn. Shaded by •quatty eucalyplu• 
tttts •nd sw•yln9 coco•ut p•lm1. it altr.cted hundred• of native French, 
Kanakas ""d J•v•••so •I lhe regular Sunday alternoon concert• In the 

INTERSl:CTION. Th• enllstad man's <'•nttt In Noumea TRADE WINDS, 
prHanh •• unusual sight with lh tall picket fence and surroundin9 SPs. 
Bull! by the '7th, II "as favorite mHlln9 ploce for •II suvicomon In 
town. This wos only spot In the •prawllno city where hamburgers and 
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1melf cirnler bendsl•nd. Al nl9hl, GI band1 frequently enlerlained with 
their ,.nditlon1 of Amoriu" l•u .lnd lon9°haired concerti. The 19« World 
Serie• wes rebroadcut from speoken HI up al bandstand. 

bur were sold 41 $1a1Hlde ptlces. Camera pleb up two Konakao crouin9 
inler .. clion (loll center) . SplrH of londmork SI. Joieph's Cothedrof can 
Just be s'een beyo"d I•••• Noumoo'1 main slreah were widt and spa· 
clous. 



LOVE IS WHERE YOU IUY IT. All armed force< stationed in the South 
P•clflc •fl• 1ooner or l•ler made lhe •cquainf•nce of the widely-heralded 
"Pink House." Thi• lndustriou1 institution was sponsored by the French 
9overnment to Hrve os • buffer between lb feminine population and the 

HUNTING GROUNDS. Holel du P•cifiqua was the focal center of ell of· 
lion In New C..tedonla Here they found •musemenl and entertainment 
compa,.ble to lht best Sl•teddt quality. Frequent dancu held here 
wore allended by Red Crou •orhrs and iervice nurses, thu• auuri"9 the 

fem•le·hun9'J Gh l•lely returned from forward areas. The line st.aris early 
•• evidence by the above 9roup of vel.,,an Treasury Seabeu, who are 
waltin9 at the 9•te. It b only 07001 

" Gold lreld" of •n ample supply of dancing partners. Trandent officers 
wert also hou,.d htrt. P•uin9 enlhltd personnel were kept at • .. fe 
did•nc. by • hotdt of GI cops. Thi• hotel was leased by the U. S. 



THE HANGOUT, On• of NoumH's m•nr •habby side sfreeh hubored • 
f••orite 87th rendetvous, tho lu1tly famed CHICAGO BAR. Hardly u 
ideal nam• for a South Pacific saloon, It ne•ertheleu prospered mi9hlily. 
Owned by a Frenchman named M. Ettl .. ne 8o'lllan9er, the proprietor' s 

MUSIC HATH ITS CHAR MS. French owners of Noumta's dinky little 
cinema• howled to hl9h heaven when hland Command attempted lo exhibit 
GI mo•ies at the t?th·bulll Community Thealre, which wa• intended for 
Hrvicemen, as well a• th• local p(.puloc•. The mo•ie ma9nalu won and 

knowled9e of En91ish was strictly limited lo such upressi•e phra.H as 
··oK:• 'SOc" or .. SP 11 It ie1m1d everyone in Noumea-from di9nifi.d 
French cMI administrators lo colorful Ka .. ka laborers-<ode bicycles as 
shown in this trplcal 1tr .. t scene. 

only one 1how was 1cr••n•d, lnd .. d, the hu90 affair was only used on 
Sunday• .tnd hollday1, A N .. r t..nd play• •• mired audience •ih and 
stand• desplt• ampl• , .. t1n9 arran9emenh. Nati•e children watch camera· 
m•n. 



WELCOME RESPITE. Vlsltlo9 servlcem .. 011 libttty in Noumea often found 
momenlory relief lrom the sun's boilln9 rays by Jlrollin9 alon9 undu 
unopy-co•cred sidewalks such • s this. W•lh were often protected by hi9h 
blinds (upper lefl)-pormonenl property fixtures. 

MARKET DAY Amerlcon Hrvlcemen rubbed shoulders with many lyp., of 
people In Noumea whllt wolkln9 down the sidewalks of the French capil•I. 
Chlnt1t, Ja••n11t, Kon•k•s ond Frtnch_.11 jumbled lo9elher in the 9reat 
South rocilic mtllln9 pol-lltmpftd lo sell their wares to Allied visllon. 

LllERATOR. One of H•er•I lmpfOHi•e monumenk in Noumea's spulous 
public p•rk Is this one of the 9rul French liberator, Admir•I Olry Two 
Fr .. French soldlera of the New Caledonia Territorial Forces po1e beside 
1l•lue, Joe (rl9hl) w•1 •n ea9er subject. 

Hert, • sldewelk •tndor (JavanHe) ha• hi• display of cheap trinkets 
However, In c•s• of o shady deal, his cart has wheels and the d .. t., un 
u1u•lly ••~Id• before lr•I• authorities c•n •pprehend him. 



SENTINEL. St. Jo11ph'1 Colhtdrel (1l9hl bock9round) looNU like some 
m.rdftV•I nntonel over lhla lnfrl9uln9 JlrHI corner seene in ever-colorful 
Noumeo. Htre the camera h11 plchd up a typical midure of Gfs, civi­
lf.ns and serv,ce cops 1axtrem• left). Noumea was c1awlin9 with cocky 

"SOME Of EVERYfHINGI ALWAYS" is lltual translation of horizontal 
si9n end one visit u•u•I y con.,.erfed •hoppers into "believers." Som• 
American produch were 11111 evalleble es jumbled RINSO born (1i9hl 
1how window) pro•• to French Merine passln9 ln shorts Scarcest merchan· 

SP1 and MP•. mo•f of whom petrolled in pairs for obviollS reason>. Mo1f 
1to1u ""''' built llkt b.,n1 with 1001' but no ceilings. Many were vacant 
due lo leek of merchudlst. J evenue women (left) always excited inter· .... 

di,. wes that menufedured In r.•oslrete France and the little that """' left 
wa. retelled el t1ho1bltent pr ces. NoumH 1lores had ol\e amatin9 (lo 
Americans) thlll9 In common-no merchant bothered about windo"' dis· 
plays. lelliceworlt ov11hen9in9 canopy Is cha1ac:te1hlic. 



MAIO OF ORLEANS. N•tlve boy polnh out sf•tue of Joan of Arc lo H 
attentive audience composed of Bernie Kru9•r, Jack Jones and Ruu Even· 
son. Th• m•morl•I lo Fr•nc•"s national heroine i• localed in SI. Jos•ph"s 
C..th•dral courtyud. Painted e brl9ht aluminum color and kepi well pol· 

CLOSED FOR DURATION. Commonly known as the Ford car of France, 
Noumtll •ulomobll• dHlers In this low-r,ric•d, popular vehicle were 
forced lo close up shop for l•ck of can. n f•r off France, Renault w411 
menuf•cturln9 lenks for lhe N.,ls. (When his country was liberated, 

hh•d( lhls danlln9 f19urt h visible for many bfocu. Sig~heein9 in Noum-.a 
ental •d considatdbl• hllt-cllmbln9 and, combined with tho utu.I brl9hl 
sun, provoked • prodl9lous thlnt. 

Renaull ••• rounded up "' • collabotationist. Found guilt( and sen· 
t•nc•d to huq, the once-proud ma9nate cheated lhe 9a llows by com· 
mlllln9 sulcld• I Such d•ptusln9 si9hh wete one of m.iny eyesotu alon9 

btck '"'•"· 



' ' m EE T mE I n 

ST LOUIS MISSION, "Ith ih rich mldure of the medteval and the primi­
tive, drew hundreds of Incredulous SHbH vlsiton. The mission church, s .. n 
here through • massive archway, wu built by native Kanakas 'bncter guid· 
.. ce of mlulon•rlu, "ho also heloed. 

HOMESTEAD, N•tl•e inh•bitoh of the vlll•ge, "'hich W"as the hall-way 
mark betwun Monte D'Or •nd Noum••. '1111 clung to their primitive mode 
of llvln9. Homu were customary lhalched·rool affeirs, "'hich "'ere shared 
by m••. fowl 1nd uimel ellke. 
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SAlnT L 0 UIS ' ' 

GARDEN OF EDEN. Narrow lene1 •nd streeh "'inding through SI Louh 
vill•g• were veritable open-elr greenhouses. Orchids, poinsellas, hyacinth•, 
llllu •nd myriads of other no .. ers of ell colors end fragrance spilled o•er 
the lenes in breath-taking beauty • 

CHURCH CALL "'•s a serlu of lon9, weird bl.uh blo"'" on a huge conch 
shell by neli•e suton of St. Louie Mlulon. Barefooted natives listened "'ith 
cheruteririlc reli9ious fervor to the French-spoken sermon• dell•ered by 
eqed French miU1onarles. 



SMILE, LADY, SMILE! From Java (SHr•b,,i• Province) h•ils !his bHuty 
workin9 in New Caledoni• under the indenture l•bor system. The Jap oc· 
cupetion of Jave prevented thou•ands of such laborers from 11tumin9 to 
their native country. Childlou, Gonah loved her ut. 

BOY MEETS GIRL. Oroued In summer unlformf Free Fronch Marine postt 
for THE EARTHMOVER with lady ol his cho ct. Usually a 9ay people 
konakas Invariably fro111 up whtn focln9 camera . Lady wear> typlcal 
Molher Hubbard dren. Shots were no problem! 
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. 
THE LOOK. A local k•naka. wearln9 the free French Marine uniform, 
stands 9uard duty in NoumH, armed with an Au1tralian rifle. However. 
New Caledonia native• serve as 9arrioon troop• lnitud of duties usually 
1uoci1ted wHh M•rines of motf n•tions. 

MOTHER ANO DAUGHTER. Sar1ema redlolts lpena smile es she 11hlblh 
her dau9hlor to Seabtt 9u11ts. Orl9inally from Batavia (Javo). Sartoma 
•ho sf9ntd for Indentured labor. Mon French famllres In New Coledon• 
had Jav1n111 strvonh who .,.orhd for very low wa911. 



UNDER THE TRI -COLOR French cemetery, nur NoumH, has Javanese, 
Chinese, KanakH and •••n Jap•nese buried in individual sedions. Chief 
C.rl Ruble, EARTH MOVER editor, surveys new Ft .. ch portion where me­
mori•ls to Frenchmen killed In North Afrlc41 stand in gleaming rows. 

THE SMALL WHITE CROSS. Lyin9 ptacoful under the fla'l of the United 
Stales end e small white cron hundreds of dead Amettcans repose in 
their llnol restin9 plect. C.1uelhu of lht costly Solomons cempei9n end 
o lher1 •ho died •hllt ltct l¥ln9 mtd lce l t lft nllon are burled hart. A mtm• 

REST IN PEACE. Each mlulon h•d its own tiny cemete ry. Fancy wrought 
iron cronH of lnhiute desl9n denote occupants of these graves were of 
French decent, Section wu badly ovor9rown with "'uds. The Seab .. s were 
tHrnin9 the "'orld's buri•I customs. 

btr of the 871h hlltllon points out the c;ir••• of John F. Phllllpt, CMlc, 
who died on the U. S. S. NAOS u lht ship lay a t 1nchora9t In Monie 
O'Or herbor on 10 Stpltmber 19~5. 



SMALL WORLD. Here I• 17th c•mp lay-out u seen from appro•im41ely 
h•lf·w•y up Monie D'Or. (For confrulin9 •iev taken from summit, He 
fro11tl1pltce, p19t 149.) In both cl4Sslc shots, EARTHMOVER phol09r•phu, 
Edmund ("Ju") JukulsU, hH used camera to 9roat ad•anta9e in show· 

RUGGED. Lookln9 E•st ecrou hu9e hland from the m•ieitic hei9hts of 
Monie D'Or, !ht •mbltlou• climber ww an awt·inipiring panoram6, An 
ttcttdln9ly ru99 ed cllmb, It wt• well vorth the effort, but once w•1 
u•utlly t nouoh. a.yond fht mount•ln1 (rl9ht) wu loc•t•d the Army'l Sltth 

ln9 comp•d ump 1andwiched betwHn ocean and mountains. Some l•nd· 
mtrkJ •nowln9 tre: Offlceu Country (left): mo•ie aru (cenlrtl for•· 
9round): T Division •hop• •nd r,arkin9 aroas (rigid bac.kgrouncl); mHl htll 
(hu9e quon•eh, center) . Other ufurH are fairly obvious. 

Rtplectmtnt Depot It wt• ln lhh type of terrain that Lieut. Aluander G 
Shhlo, (o•ltl 11th Re9lment offlcer, wa1 lorl while mountain dlmbln9 . 
Ht wt• fou .,d dud by tn 17th surch party one Sund•y mornln9 . 



SKY, LAND, WATER. lookln9 ovor tho bay to a p.,.insula (leff) may be 
seen tho •pproxim•I• loc•tlon of tho capital of New Caledonia. From 
atop Monie D'Or, lookln9 north, tho Hcollonl land-locked harbors of tho 
f1r-ruchln9 p1nln1ul1 1r1 obvlou1. Tho 11th camp wa, located 18 milu 

THE HARD WAY, Tot1lly l9nor1nt of modern methods of farming, these 
Javanue cutllvate • rlco flold by use of oun. Tho man in front kHps 
tho rows str1 l9ht ind removes rocks th1t may hinder ptantin9. Tho oxen 
aro 9uld1d by tho touch of lho allck held by min holdln9 the p low. Tho 

out of NoumH by rCMld while acrou tho bay it wai a mue five miles. 
The shoreline, ru991d but with undy buchu, offered swimmin9 and fruit 
to cateye hunters 

women (utromo loft) pt1nt rice aprouh in tho furro,..od 9round that la 
irri9at1d from nouby slroam. This w•• • familiar scone lo llborty-bound 
Subou. 



COUNTRY LANE, Typical of • n•live town with polm !tees and 9reen 
bushos lining tho road is this vlllage off the beaten track. Tho huts, with 
thatched roofs and f.,nces a lways In need of repair, resemble closely the 

A LITTLI: GRASS SHACK. A small farmyard, cluttered wllh chickens, ho9s, 
lreu, bananas and various lypos of fruit, is the euonco of good living 
for the avora9e Kanaka . His home, made of a clay composition wilh 
leav11 for a roof, Is Invari ably a modut struclutt. A1 vlrtuelly all cook· 

188 

majority o f native home. on the island. Tho roads are usually well CAf4d 
for a1 they a re the vital !Ink with !he ouler "'ortd. All In all, the life lod 
by the nattvcs is a p•aceful onn. 

ln9 i: done outside ovu en open heorlh, !he dw1llln9 ls used primarily 
for slt1pin9. One or two openings for windo"'s are sufficient for this simple 
way of Ille. 





COVERED WAGON, A hordy lot, 87th su.-eyors p1un only for chow ht• 
foro sho•ln9 off a9oin on louroll road job. Here, Jim Moore checb fln1f 
doto as Robert Smithg1ll, Charlie Johnson, Byron Chronic ond J. R. 
Olivar .. wail In en91neering c1ra•1n. 

TOPOGRA~HER. JHn Worley of Lincoln, Nebrask1, pores over hb/lano 
table to plot tho top09ror,hy of one of the multiple brld90 sites on cul· 
vorh, which wera built ,. ong ll ·mlle stretch. Worley •ports typicol op 
worn by most Seo bea~ o•ernes. 

FILLING TO GllADE. Bawled out by both su,,.eyors ond oper1tors, 87th 
9rode foremen ltd • hurled life, One uceptlon howtver. "II Gu1hlon 
Bolt (left) "'ho " •tood hit 9red1" 091ln1t "'one 9rlpers, Rolph Carter Is •I 
rlaht. 

OH LOCATION. With eight projects In progress slmuf11n1ousfy, the b1I· 
talion's t..o su.-er ere.,, had more !hon their hands full in lrupino • 
jump ahead of the h1tStfln9 conlln'dion 9an9s. M. 0 . Brenn readi lr1n1ll 
dot• off ·o Chief P4tUI Sowers (suled) . 

HEAVE HOI Mites of fence hod lo be resol by h•nd lo m•h room for 
the rood widenin9 , Chief Al Broomflold (ri9hl) directs o 1lrosi9ht line for 
the post-holo dl99ers, who are flert to ri9ht) : Li1lenbor9er. l'.rlok ond 
Ahlf. 

CAFETERIA. Noon cho"', served °" lht iob, wos usually o combin1tlon 
box-lunch •~d K-rellons. Bollln9•hot limb stew (with 1 sprinkle of .,nd) 
w1s 4 levorlte dlth, •••n ..i11t mlddo tempuature of 110 degrees, In out· 
d11tftff '"'····f•. 



LITTLE IURMA ROAD. Sn•kin9 over exceedingly treacherou• moun· 
t1ln pauu. the orl9ln1l ro•d above 8:.urall wa• actually no more 
•h•n • n.,row IS.fool w•9on trail. Earth, cut away from the bor­
dtrln; red-dirt bluffs. w•s dumped over edge on opposite •ide 

where it was evtnlutlly 9rtded, rolled
1 

etc. &isling narrow culvam 
were brectd ••d trlendtd to .a widln of 75 fut in many usu. 
TNoe tNch tw•lf turn to be lo•oed as one is under bucket 1nd 
another drives off. 

EARTHmOUERS REGAID STRIDE on Ill-FATED BOURAIL JOB 
. lnstoad of tho long onficipotod rel11x11lion in 11 reor oreo, tho 87th 

was onignod variou' "mu,t" projoch almost immediotely upon re· 
turn ing lo N11w Colodonio. Tho "rush" never le! up until the batlolion 
omborkod for Solpon somo four months lo tor. 

Tho ossignmonl involvinq tho mosf mon (300) wos the repoiring ol o 
tortuous, ono·l11110 rood lending ovor tho mountoins north of Bouroil. 

A lent c:11mp w111 oroc:tod in the hills where tho climole wos blis· 
lering during middoy and brooth wos lronsformed info vapor ol 
night. This comp was locotod 133 miles north of Monte D'Or. 

Lioul. Roy F. Popo, OinC ot Bouroil further enhanced his enor­
mous prostiqo with the men by promprly esloblishing o sir-doy wor~ 
woo~ with libody every night end Sundoy. 

Tho liberty truds oithor drove lo Bouroil or 10 distonr pieces lae 
H11iolouo whoro tho wino wlls gonorolly bod. !he liquor vile ond the 
soci11blo fomolos prodominotoly blod. 

Whonevor pouiblo, mon drove off lo pro-orronged dinners ot noor­
by forms, Doer wore plont;ful in tho mountoins ond 'requenl hunting 
parties ~opt the comp woll supplied with venison. 

Bouroil meintoinod comrnunicetions wifh Monte D'Or by trud. 
Moling lhe 266-mile round-trip ovory other doy. this service Irons· 
Ported porsonnol, spore perts, moil, loundry, ship's store stock, etc. 

Tho rood·ropoir work bronchod into rood-broodoning. Bulldozers toro 
into tho mountoin,ido. !.. grovel-hopper wos built, concrete culverts 
wor<> Poured ond box culvorls wore foshionod of slout booms. 

A long rolcco1ion wos cul across o deep, muddy volley, eliminot­
ing milos of lrc.ochorous, winding, mounloin rood. Piling$ were driven 
across lho lozy Wohoo River 11nd mony troilor-loods of heavy fimbor 
woro bollod into ploco. Soon, tho noHvos hod a heovy-duty bridge 
alonsido •heir ho"o walk. 

Work crows obsorbod brutal trootmont, bouncing ond vibrotlng tho 
42 ~ilomotors lo tho job 0'1ory morning ovor a wagon highwav whoso 
hoovy, rod dust soomod lo sotllo only on passengers. 

Tho onginoor. sworo no ploeo on Eorth hod been surveyed so oflon 
for so mony roosons. Ono doy. os expocted, tho project collopsed ond 
everyone roturned lo Monie D'Or lo owait the Seipon move. No 
ono seemed lo know why ii foldad-or why it was ever begun! Nor 
wos it over leornod whof hopponod to the "rest period!" 

SPLASH. flnol 11rovef.topr.tn11 for completed slrekhe< of new road "'"s scooped 
out of hondy 1trum bot oms with the dro91ine. Sptosh resultin9 from this op· 
erollon WIJ fodder for •llltln9 pldure book umeramon. Semi-tropical lrH 
odds closs lo shot 



FACE LIFTING The bl9 Northwest 1ho•el was .. pt busy tearin9 out hu9e 
chunh of the mounl•lnslde, which bordered the rO<ld project. Transport . 
ln9 the ebo•• monitor •nd other h .. •y equipment the Ill miles between 
Monte O'Or ud the lour•ll loutlon presented • major tr•flic problem 

THE HIGH ltOAO The mounlahu edended thCK1sand1 of feet •bo•e and 
below the Bourall road In m•nY locatlons. !hue one-way r0<1d1 were lh• 
on~ conneclln9 llnk betwHn vllla9es 11par•l•d by mllu of lowerln9 slopt1 
•n dt1p 9or911 In spite of th••• dan91rou1 cond illon1, tccldenh oa tha 
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Anally, a LST wo1 preued Into ser•lce •nd the ro'lln9 slo .. ,..., shipped 
lo 'o•n' Nepui •b~•• Poy• . A9•1n, lh• prickly Bour•il chestnut w•s pulled 
out of I~• lire, but lieut. '•P•'1 troublts were just be9i11J1in9. 

fob were •sloni1hln9ly lew lhe choef 9ripe of the lt11cldrlvers •nd mt• 
chine oper•lon wa1 the chokln9 red dust, which rnunt wurln9 dust· 
rne1k1 And 9099lts al •II times. 



BRIDGE SITE. The old ro•d site led over numerous narrow, rickety brid911, 
which thrulened lo coll•pse el vlrlu•lly every crouing. Allhou9h most 
slrHms woro shallow, thoy qule•ly o"erllowod durin9 periodic flash·lloods. 
Now brid911, constructod of h.,vy timbers •nd sol solidly on stout pllos, 

SKELETON CROSSING. Lar9est brld91 of tho project was the one across 
Fronchman'1 Creek In lho lon9 valloy betweon Poya ud Point Nopul . Ulll · 
izin9 • tol•I of SS pilos, this sturdy brld91 was 110 feet in length and 22 
foet In width . HH...y 16116 strln911s (tyir.9 in the pll01) were, In turn, 
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woro bulll Hero, pile.drivers ero shown •I work while su,...eyors (ri9ht) sol 
moro pilos. lheso pllln9s wore usuelly driven into the earth an 1v1ra91 
IS or 20 fut. Most men workod In 1horts and boots. 

upped by 10.16 bums. This b"lc 1tructure wu covered by hHvy pl•nk· 
in9 for the brid91 deck. Al loft, a 'dotor 11 perlormin9 • different 
task. 



BULLGANG. Rou9hw •nd tou9hesl ctew 011 Bour•ll job was Chief Fr•nl 
Rychl1k"1 .. dovit.moy·ure.. bullcJ•n9. This. hu•\lu threw trailor-lc•d• of 
h•o"'I' tlmb1r1 around wllh ., ... of lumbtrfoch. Above: Eddie Breitenboch. 
Leo Ldl•nc ond Phil Mun9iol1. 

SHOEMAKER. Frequent solld-rock ledges In tl•er bed1 presented lormld· 
abt. obstoclts lo plle·drlver. Only 1fler pointed shoes of dul pl<1!01 were 
fo1hlon1d lo9elh•r ond elt•dled lo the ludl119 end could piles be driven 
heme. Tom Clements is "'eldin9. 

MILES OF PllES Botl1lion pll1.<fri•er HHmbly more lh<1n urnod ih 
kHp. Shuttling from ono b1ld91 lo another. tho Norihwed "25 .. ri9, •Ith 
ih 2,000.pc:uod hammer, kept rammlnq the lonq piln into the Ht1h until 
last d1y of construction. 

TIE HER DOWN RIGHT THEAE! Alt 1lmo1I miraculous time·saver was lh1 •It· 
hammer. which practlully ellml111t1d the boct-brHling dodge h•rr.mer 
ond an 1d11 Cit"'• Hore, the Jone• boy1 add theit c,omblr>ed wol9ht 
and br•wn to vib111ln9 spite-driver. 



SIX O'CLOCK SIGHT PICTURE. Slo1hln9 In rivers and muddy streams the 
87th pllo·drivln9 crow was 1oakod to tho skin from morning to n°ight. 
Pocod by bi9 "Spook" Elllolt (loll), tho 9an9 Included: Warner, Howitt, 
Hoback and Rooney. 

GOLDEN SPIKE? Four lonu ol heavy top tread wer• eventually added to 
sov• wur and tear on th• meln docking ol brid9•. Chi•f Bill Inness, 
Ll•.it. Ray Pap• and F. K. Jon11 obs.rv• as J . C. JonH drives a final 
row ol spiku. 

BLUE MONDAY. Every day wa1 wash-day for th• old Fr•nch couple and 
their two otlractlvo dau11htus nHr th• brld9e job. This lru11al family had 
11 iv•n up workln9 th• land In favor of the more luc,.tlve hand-laundry 
h1Ull't-AU f1\I (•Ah•a' 

SMOOTH IES. Fina l touch lo tho bridge was smoothin9 off rough un· 
oven planking and roundin9 off and approaches. Here men revert to uso 
of tlm•·honort d adze, which In hand• ol 1uch men •• Gordon, Llnc;rle and 
others. IJlh tt1ull1. 

BIG BOSS. Dlroctlnc;r httd of tho sluabt• B:>urail proi•cl, which actually 
lnclud•d loh more than ct tou9h roctd asii9nmenl, ..,.,. ci9or-chewin9 Ll•ul. 
Pap•. Chor91d with ovttoll wollaro of 300 men, lieut. " Cruily" nev•r fal· 
tered . 

BRIDGE BUILDERS. Most of tho credit for con•lruction of HVtn fin• brld9es 
on touqh Bourall j'ob must 90 lo Chl•f lnneu and lho 18 slalworh of 
his hustlin9 c.rp•n •r crew. Her•. lh• entire qang knock• off lor • 9roup 
porlrell. 



MACHINE AGE. In order lo tpHd the distribution of mlxod concrete, 
• milln9 pl•nl w•s centr•llr erected In the primary coruhuction are•. A 
cl•mthell rl9 wH tel up nut lo ii. With this conv.,.ienl arran91menl. 
the a99re9•I• w.. &er•ped dlrtclly into l1r91" wooden hopper from 

DRUMMERS. Oil drums (with 1nd1 out) were spliced loqelher in lon9 
double rows end 1el on concrete foundation• for culverls. C..rptnlori. like 
R•y PuMley' s crew, then bulll form• around drums for other three 1ides. 
Othen 1hown' Nelson, Stuchlik •nd SlrH. 

where II slld down • 9r•vlty-llow chute Info the mixtr . Operated by only 
five men, thl< •rran9emenl saved m•ny houn of back-br1talin9 l•bor. II 
elso turned out four yards of concrtle por hour. 

OYER THE TOPI Once the concrete h4d sufficiently hardened. wooden 
forms wore dripped off and the lndlspeniable bulldozon bl•dtd tons of 
Hrih ovor th• dr•lns to brln9 spot lo road levol. Grady Thomp1on (•I 
controls) shows how It's done. 



POURING THE MUD. Once the oil·drums were fuhioned together and 
tho 1upporiin9 forms built, mired concrete wu driven up in trucb whoH 
bod1 hed been somewh1t rodui9ned ind poured through a rear chulo. 
Mike K0<ien end Reymond l•ltu1 {rl9hl) slend back from wildly spluhing 

TOP MAN In almost •••ry po11lbl1 way, the lndofaiigable lieut. Pape 
wos lop men on the road lob. With the altcrlty and daring of a trape>e 
1rtl1t, ho could be found In the moil precarious positions al any hour. 
Hero, The Min lookt down from fop of gravel hopper as men operate 

concrete which h controlled by Joe Bentley in the driver's seal. Truch 
haulin9 'the soupy concrete mede meny quick trips to cenlrel miring 
pl1nt until forms were full. (Mate In undershirt Is not identified.) 

mlaln9 chute. With plenty of llborty tnd minimum rerlridionJ, tho mon 
wortod well. More insinuation thet "9oldbricb" would be returned to 
hidebound Monte D'Or kept ell hands lurnlnr,Ho. 



BOU RAIL CAmP L I F E A P P E A L E D TO PAP E'S men 

MAIN STREET. The Nlaoull-shaded main street in the road camp housed 
oll administrative ond Hr•lce units In one compact area. On the one side, 
tho lonts Included: Sick Boy, Post Ofllce, Operations, Ship's Store,_ Draft. 
ln9 and the ovor-populor chow hall. Across the street was Officers <..;ountry. 

DEERSLAYERS. Fresh m .. I was assurtd by quick-triggered hunlin9 parll81 
Many 9roups rotmed lhe abundant hills during off hours. One succeulul 
9roup WH lhel shown above: Chief Al Broomfield, Jimmy &.achier, 
Chtrles Ahlf, Vluall K .. shoefler and 1111 lhlonber9er. 

The mon llvod In nearby are~s. convenlently localed lo "Moin Slreat " 
Here, •t 8oura11, the mates enjoyed a freedom of movement ond action 
rarely, If over, found In a mllltary camp. 

HUDDLE. An Important part of Iha daily work routine wu the mornln9 
pep talk lo crew chiefs by lieut. Pape. Here, the past day's wort was 
reviewed and orders 9lven for the new day's construction pro9r1m. Al· 
t1ndonce wts mandotory-nd without fail! 



A SUNDAY OFF lrequ•nlly mtont o lrlp ocron th mountainous island 
to smoll to"'n of Holtouo, Above, roudn9 for a 91impse of tire breafh­
laking boallr, art: Flelds, Smlth9ol , Ba.hr, Jim Moore, Buonora, Bronn, 
Ackerman, 0 1varles, Johnson , Worley ond DoRyko. 

SOLITUDE. Most form bulldln9s In Northern Now Caledonia are pictur­
esque. primitive structurH. Usually ntstlod nur thick 9rovu l')f coconut 
palm" each 9roup pre:•nh a sctne of unporalleied b .. uty. Natives claim 
palms ore best protection e9oln1t winds. 

INSIDE CURVE. In sharp conlre1t lo modern rood and brld9e contlruc­
tion method' of SHbtH were th• primitive, hand-mode efforts of the 
native Fronch. lack of equipment ond proper materials, coupled .,ith 
ditferent Ideas, resulted In this cu<Y•d curlodly. 

INSIDE VIEW. Roadside ollroctions were not restricted to scenic beauty 
alone. Olher Items of lnterut Included unusual spedmen of ve9etallon

1 multi-colored bird Ille and a periodic canvas structure which altr•d•a 
many o connoisseur's clostsl scrutiny, 

" l(IDS IS l<IDS I", one Mllve molher told an 87th Seabee In broken En9-
llsh. Wurln9 cast-off Gt clolhlng, the numerous Bourail children pley 
9omu In much the sa.-e man••r as kids in the Stales or on Banika or 
on Mono. Kids make It " One World ." 

HOME, SWEET HOME. hsldu providing an adequate shelter a9oln1t 
the rein, slrow·th•lched roofs of native huts were a haven for rats, snakes 
•nd Insects. Wolfs wero mlrlure of clay and earth, but kept the temper• · 
lure lndde quite comfortable. 



SPLASH ONE! It wu bod lo Nofure for the moles in Bourall's thickly· 
wooded hill>. Frequented by both officers ••d men this type of out· 
door recreation opouled lo .. 11 h""d' •llh. Thue 'men ore 1wimminq 
durlnq lunch hour. 

THE LONG VALLEY. The 871h's principal construction project was tho rt· 
locollon of tho road leodin9 into the low fl•t volley borderinq the 
ocean near Point Nopul . Covered with kn••·d••P gross and thousands of 
stubby pines, this four-mile stretch of posture fond •bsorbed the full 
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THE SIMPLE LIFE. Nestled In the sh•dow of lofty mountains, well-hpl 
••Ii•• huh end ferlile forms provided fhe 87th' s cily·bred element with 
•• oppeolinq qlimpse of 1 truly idyllic existence. P•lms hed now become 
the P•dflc frode mark. 

impact of the Earlhmoven' lut blow for liberty on New C•ledonio. Sud· 
denly .l•d without od•onco notice, the P<1pe contingent wos ordered bock 
to Monte D'Or lo pack for the move lo Soipan. 



U. S. S. . R 0 T A n I n 

nEW CALEDOnlA TO SAIPAn 
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SAIPAN BOUND! Aller more lh•n 17 monlht overieas, ir.•l•s ha•e learned 
each move bring> the usual porlion of "hurry up and wait." Jim Mc· 
Laughlin (foreground) uelltes that "sl•ndlng by" Is usier sittin9 down. 
This was 31 January 1945. 

UP YOU GO! L.ut mln .. te r"sh and sc,.mble for truck space, llrtltu chat­
ter about nothing in pertlculor Md the noisy huttlo In cllmblng aboard 
vohlcles oro all in marked contrast to lho tisllou monotony of iust stand· 
ln9 by. 

EPISODE. lhe men watch lblle11ly as the 
ROTANIN's si.rboard side. lttlph Pontow 
hips) rHdlos hlmself for his lamed "swan 
r .. tned-Ponto"' didn't!) 

lest bar9e easH alon9 lhe 
ll•lt fore9ro.,nd, honds on 
dive." (The barge 1uddenly 

AWAITING TRANSPl,)ltTATION! The lablu tro turntd on most of 11'1 
87th's Tra111porletion Dlv11ion boys as !hoy wait for lrucks lo mo•• th~ 
d::>cksido. Ui.ut. 8en Markette, division officer. checks lho1e presen 
against muller list. 

T. S. Long bofore lho Saipan move, iomo men hod decided they had 
absorbad an abundance of forward area duly for ono wor. Quietly, the1e 
Individual< hod •ought Slollon Force in Noumu A low succHded; lho 
othefl worv on th is b.,get 

THE SEA8EE WAY. John S.rhr and Ed Shaffer board lho ROTANIN In 
lyplcel Seob110 loshion •s Chief Ttd Marienthal mull•rt encouragement to 
others 111 midst of rigorous .. conslon. Th e pracllcet Seeboos never turned 
why this w11 nocouary. 



TAKE FIVE, IOYSI Wher• th••• wu a touc;ih job ahead, there was always 
• stuontCI Stab•• outfit lo do ii. And wherever Seabees went, moun­
l•lns of •qulpm•nl •nd m•lerl•ls had lo accompany the " know-how" boys. 
Tht J•ps •r• •ll•c;itd lo hav• lured this h.,d.to-beat combination alrnosl 

u much •1 they d1udtd th• M•1in•1. Her•. 87th slevedorH ta•e advan­
tac;i• of • " b1 .. th•1" •• they w••• off still another barg<>-load of pallets 
and p ip• hHdtd for the ROTANIN. 

ORDERED FORWARD AGAID AFTER 17 monTHS OUERSEAS 
The onnouncomenl ooch mon hod been drooding for the pas! four 

months como with dromolic suddonneu. It wos eorly Januory, 1945. 
The b11H111ion wos in tho midst of oxtondod-order drill in the scrub· 
woods ot tho boso of Monlo D'Or whon orders to secure 1111 militory 
lro ining end 1olurn lo comp woro rncoivod. 

All honds immodiololy ouumod lho fotol doy wos close or hond. In· 
stood of rolurninq to tho Sto tos ot thB end of 18 monlhs, the bal· 
to lion's mythicol luck hod opporontly run out. Now, it looked like bock 
to tho forword oroos ogoin. 

In comp, bu lletin boords olroody blo1ed with orders concerning the 
12 Jonuory doporturo of tho first oc~.elon. The old, fomilior tension 
ogoin grippod tho comp. Now thot lho molter hod finolly been de­
cided. tho men woited with imp11lienc11 to got on with the inevitoble. 

In 11m111inqly shorl ordor tho initiol group of 3« men ond six of­
ficers were looded onto long lroilors. driven ro the Noumea dod.s ond 
pu· oboord tho olreody jompoded S. S. PRINCE GEORGE. Their 
ilinerory included Tul.,gi, whore oll romoining space was jompoded 
with dynomilo: Eniwolo~. where, os onlicipotod lime wos lost; ond 
finolly Soipon on 27 Jenuory. 

Meonwhile tho remoindor of the boltofion wos busy looding the 
U. S. S. ROTANIN ("K 108) with pontoon barges. Eventually, even 
lhe ship siotod to lronsport tho roer echelon showed up and com­
menced toking on cor90. 

On 3 I Jor.uory, whon tho 87th Sooboes hod tided off slightly over 
17 months of foroi9n service, including o solid year in the torrid Solo­
mons, tho second o holon of 717 men ond 22 officers climbed aboord 
ihe ROTANIN vio tho wildly-swinging corgo nets ond soiled. 

Ufo oboard tho ROT "NIN wos typicol of 1111 crowded Novy troop­
~hips. Shodo, os olwoys, wos ol o premium on the scorching stool 
docks. Whon tho ponsivo mon woron't doing the USIJol things, ihoy 
could bo found fooling around with the baflolion dogs in their pon 
or simply gozing off inlo mooninglou spoco olong the rail. 

Chow wos ooton whilo standing in lho stooming holds next to 
tho ship's onginos ond ooeh mool was on ordool. Divine Services woro 
hold both Sundays, Frosh waler wos soon rotioned and the mood of tho 
entiro unit sworvod shorply downward os guords were posted ot 
each spigot. 

Tho fourth d.,y ot soo ond I ,000 miles out of New Col. found the 
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mon once more goring ot Gu11dolc11n11I, hardly recognizable now with 
its noel rows of quonsots ond huge dods. The wor had unmistakably 
moved oway from the Conol since 19-12-'43. 

Tho noxt morning found lho ROTANIN on tho high seas again, lhis 
lime with o tiny Aum11li11n corvotlo os its lone escort. The ship 
hoodod due north across tho Equotor, obviously toward the Morsholls-
1,420 milos from tho Canol. II wos the 87th's second crossing of "Tho 
Lino." 

A sub alorm ot sunset cousod ovoryono to don life-jockets while the 
lumbering ship lurched 111 crozy ongles. After 11 fow anxious moments. 
tho corvette signolled reassuring nows-11 school of porpoises hod ex­
cited tho rodar! However, the stubby escort was ta~ing no choncos. 
Tho tronsporl was then quite near T ruk ond the Caroline Islands-still 
Jop-holdl 

Tho corvette wos ovenluolly relievod by o small Americon 9un 
boot which took over the wtatchdog duties for rho remaining few doy• 
to Eniwolo~. 

The first indicotion of land come in the form of hundreds of short 
chimneys jutting out of the horizon ond somewhor resembl'ng o fac­
tory town. Slowly, the broath·tolinq scene unrol ed ond the men goped 
at the unprecodontod sight. 

Here, enclosed within e barren, horseshoe-shoped strip of lend wore 
hundreds ond hundreds of ships of all types-bottlewagons. flat-lops, 
cruisers, destroyer.. LSTs end pontoon borges--all crowding one On· 
other in the huge, lond-loc\ed horbor right there in the middle of 
nowhere! This wos Eniwetok in Fabruory, 1945, the first--ond thonk 
Godl-the only islond of tho Morsholls visited by tho 87th. 

While woilinq for tho nod convoy the men were token on o shore 
porly for o refreshing swim, 11 fow bottles of beverage ond 11 first. 
hond viow of tho botllogrounds. 

Al 1oa, onco moro, now tho flogship of o 14--ship convoy, the RO· 
TANIN covorod tho romoining livo doys ond 1.430 11ddition11I milos 
to tho Morionos unovontfully. 

Tho mon kn ow tho long journoy was neoring completion when lhoy 
bogan to soo flight oftor flighl of hugo B-29s passing in tho dis· 
lance. It wos, howovor, with o 9onuine sigh of relief thot tho mon 
grootod lho rocky crogs of Soipon ofter 17 tedious days of tho soo. 
Tho 3,850-milo voyoge from New Col. lo Soipon hod exhausted 1111 
honds. 



IAO UEAK. A meforlty hed we9er1d ha:d cash the 87th would 11turn 
Stef1sld1 from Now Celodonl•. Lukln9 only a month of meeting tho Ne•y's 
ll·month 11qul11m1nt for rotetlon, mates ne•er took 1eriously the p:>s· 
slblllty of anothor lorw.,d mo•1, which, If it d••eloped, would surely pro· 

LAST LOOK. Afttt four and on•·half months in scenic Now Calodonla, 
the ultttly lmpoulbl1 had •bruplly happened to the battalion. Tho men 
could surely belle•• It, but 11 tho ROTANIN pu11d close by the world· 

lon9 their o•eruu tour beyond two years. It couldn't happen lo 1n o•lt· 
worhd unit with a yUr In th1 Solomons behind them! (The ROTANlN is 
her• shown 1H•in9 Monte D'Or for the Central Pacific Front.) 

lemous tl9hthous1 In loa•in9 Noumea's treacherous herbor, all know 
that t ho unit wlln't b1ln9 shlpptd to the 9,.at Saipan st19in9 •ro• fust 
for th• ride. A9eln, the blue chips were downl 



", , . ANO WE CAN FIGHT." Anythln9 to relieve the stiflin9 monot­
ony had boon uppormo1t ln the mlnd1 ol most porsonnel on the WENT· 
LEV, tho LST1, tho NA·OS and this concopt romoincd unchon9od aboard 
tho ROTANIN. Evon tho proverblol card-ployln9 , roadln9 and sl·oopln9 

SUNDAY AT SEA. The btttellon herbortd many men of deep reli9lous 
convictions . fhtSt nevor missed Divine Services-even at sea. Hert, 
Comdr . Easterly (lell) foln1 members of his command In sln9ln9 prai1ts to 
th• Almlohty. 

bocomo tiresome on o 17-doy voyo9t. Hence, ll is little wonder that 
Impromptu rln9 bouts (above) attrocted sYch crowds. RoboII (" 81ackio" l 
Laros (ct ntor) tuchH o ship's crow novice o fow Seob3o tricks. Chief 
Fronk Ryc hlok rtlortts. 

PROFILES. The alert umeraman 3•ts off a quick shot durin9 the sin9in9 
of a hymn of Divine Strvicu an comu up with a cand id study por u · 
cellence. II Wfl scoops of thl1 callbrt that ranked 87th photo9raphy far 
tbove t•trtO•· 



PROBLEM. A1 he revite1 end rewrita1 cuflines for these pidurei, THE 
EARTHMOVER editor (not 1hown) find1 it increasingly difficult to con· 
cod 1omethln9 orl9inel •bout 1hipboerd card gatMs. Therefore. M pro• 
poHI lo lei pleyen upleln thll one. 

IN THE DOGHOUSE. There were almorl as '"""Y dogs ., men et 
Monie O'Or With few uceplions, they "'ere ingHioutly smuqgled 
eboe•d the ltOTANIN Even "Tippy," senior member of the '7lh' 1 
cenlne conlinqtnl, w•s ordered into the abo"e kennel. 

BATTALIOD SWEATS IT OUT on 17-DAY TRIP 

"SWEEPERS, MAN YOUI\ BROOMS for a clean swoop foro and afll" 
To lhOI• unlortunotos who wero aul9nod the ignoble tiuk of koopln9 
tho llllorod docks swopl, tho loroqolnq order was anything but music 
In lh1lr tan. Sw11pln9 wu continuous. 
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HAVEN, Armond Kirschbaum (riqhl loroground). talonlod EARTH· 
MOVER orthl, who did much of tho art work for this volurr.o. onltr· 
loins fri1nds olop • roofer. "Kirsch" sketched life oboud most ships, 
but lost his 1nllrt output. 



LUNGA POINT. Once lrolhy Guodolcanal appUred unbelievably 
ulm and pucoful in '4S to men who remombered it> madhouse 
lmportonce in September, '41, (For contrasting views, see pa11• 
lt) Motes were no lon11or lnlorested In the Canal-re•umplion 

of the lon11 journey ohud .... ., oil !hot maltertd. Very few, in 
foci ever learned why the brief .top wH necessary at all. Cor· 
talnly there was nolhin11 lo s.. here anymore . The Pacific action 
lay •tr•i11ht ahead in the direction they were soilin11. 

GUADALCAnAL HAD BECOmE ''REAR AREA'' BY 1945 
"Well! Woll! Well! So this is 'tho Conol,' hoy? They soy lhoro s 

domos horo ond ovorything. Musi roolly bo o rode! if o guy could 
moko Stolion Forco I" 

Tho 871h ogoin onchored ovornighl of Guodolconal on 3 Fob. 
ruory 1945. Onco ogoin, ii wos moving up into tho " Big Timo." 

Tho slop wos only o 1ouline loyover. Now, !hoy wore tired, 18· 
month veterans lo whom wor's glamour hod become quite rogged. 

Cord gomos progressed listlessly. Most males siill reoo to \ill 
lime. Somo discussod tho ever·populer possibilities of going 
homt-"eftor this next ono!' Still others loy in their socks below. 

" nd Guodalconol? This limo, it wos just onolher placo where 
ships stoppod ov9rnight. Scorcely onyone monlioned the WENT. 

SAVO. Thoso molu wero two, omon11 others who were sllll In· 
trl9ued by the soberln9 nurnou of momenious past o•onh. A 
Clr10•n lennneu wos olmo1t 1ure lo 11rlp any Arr.orkon 01 ho 
stood end 901ed upon •moll, hbtorlc Sovo lslond--;icross famed 

207 

LEY onchoring hore in Soplomber. 1943-over 16 months before. 
Tho post wos too for oway-too much hod hoppened. The wor 

hod moved northword ond oway from the South Pocific with 
omozing ropidity. 

Nolure hod clevorly comouflaged her boltlo-scors olong iho once 
embattled beaches. Lungo Point now tooled like o cozy bothing 
rosorl. The boy had been cleored of oll wredoge except o few 
permonently booched Jop worships, slowly rusting owoy. 

Oods hod been built ond quon$el worehouses lined ti.e waler· 
front. Gu11dolconol wos definitely "reor orea" now-just onothor 
porl of coll for shipping bound for tho blozing Cenlrol end Wes· 
tern Pocific bottle seclo1s. 

Iron Bottom Bay from Guodalconal. Here, In darkest 1942, a potent 
Jop tosk forco hod sent four Allled crul1ers to tho bottom 1n Ilg· 
time. Here, 1omowhot loler, J•p na·powor wos dealt Its dealh·b ow 
In the Solomons. 



SEAFARlnG 87TH REJUUEOATED BY EnlWETOH BEER .. 

OASIS. A bar9o· l<Md of ship-woery Subeei from the ROTANIN aro 
snapped on route from the AK-108 to tho Fleet Canteen on Parry Island­
hub of tho stroto9ic Eniwetok Atol l in the Ma,.halt.. Parched throats can 
hardly waltl 

• 

MOB SCENE. Throe's a crowd-l,000 I< a mobl This 87th mob waits 
patiently for their lnue of liquid rolteshmonls. Although mo•t unit< 
brou9ht 'ondwlchos ashore, the ROTANJN conlln9ont came only with ap· 
petltos. Trodln9 of beer for fooci wa• brisk. 

PACIFIC COOO TIME. A sorviceman'• version of a good limo in lho 
Pacific would approach boredom back homo. In a womanlon world a 
9ood lime consists of limo off, iomo cold drinks and sorr.othlng to 'oat 
better then rallons. 

COINS TO COOL " Money to burn" could be exchanged (within llml· 
tations, of course!) for cold boor a nd coke on the arid sands of Parry 
lslMd. Chiefs Cedentaff and Ahaosy collect bevera9e money from John 
Spenc:'t, Johnny Bucceri and Berni• Kru9er. 

S. 0. S. In thh in•lanco, means " Sloep or Swiml" Assorted Gh, refu9001 
from transports awaitin9 convoy aul'lnmonts, bask or swim in brollln9 
Parry hlond sun to enjoy a brief re sp1Je ashore. Never had the 87th seen 
such a void as Eniwetok. 

BABY FLAT-TOPS. Of all fhe armed mi9ht in Eniwelok harbor, nono io 
captivated the Sooboes as various CVEs, one o f which is herewith pictured. 
The carriers had pulled in and dropped uchor nur the ROTANIN on 
Sunday. 



THE MAltSHAllS. ltplc•I of th• unlnvitin9 Marsh.ti! Island• "'a ' Pa:ry l•­
l•nd (•bo••l P•rf of Enl.,elok Atoll. Parry lsla~d. barren flat and en· 
tirely void ol •e9•tation or •hade, harbored the popular °Fleel Canteen 
whtre the *7th downed • few b .. rs •nd bummed a fe., '4nd.,iche• and 

hard-bolled e99S off friendly Mari .. , on II February 1945. A very slMll 
indiutlon ol the N•"Y's colo•'41 concenlr•tion of •ea.power al Eniwetok 
IMY be Hen on homon (rl9hl). Ship• dreldied for mites. 

EnlWETOH -
THE mARSHALL 

ISLAnos 

DESOLATION. After four hours o•hort, mates were willin9 lo chan9e 
name of their host hl•nds from Eniwetok Atoll lo " Ab•olutely-Nolhin9" 
Atoll. Mute testimony lo the fury of America's all-out auault agaln•f lhe 
Marshall• Is this •hot of 1hell.,wepl dHolallon, Maimed lrun•• of once 
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verd•nl coconu l palms 1land sheared In half, charred evidence of what 
lhe Jap was up •9aln1t In the Centr•I Pacific. Thi• wa. indeed a slrange 
world lo veteran• of the allo9ether different Solomon• campaign. 



• 

CONVOY. Cou9ht In o lon9, trim lino lhot stretches a lmost to the horizon , 
ships mokln9 up th o ROTA NIN' s convoy leave Eniwetok for the Marianas. 
Entire convoy pursued a chorltd zl9-zo9 course and was heavily escorted 
by worships . 

LAN 0 HOI Tfnlon, llvo mllos South of ~lpan, was lho first of tho Ma · 
rlonos 9roup 1l9htod on lho fourth day offor loaving Eniwetok. Almost 
completely rln9od by protective cora l roefs, Tlnion was a perfect corr.· 
panlon B·29 boso lo Solpon. 

THE SPRINGBOARD for the mammoth aerial strikes against Nippon sud· 
denty camt into sl9ht os the convoy by·paued Tlnlon ond there was Sal· 
pan shlmmerln9 undor a brl9ht February 1un. Motes have begun to pack 
the rail for e better view. 

NEIGHBORS. Tho comora peers from between two tandln9 croft parked 
topaldo to copturo this beautifully imagined shot of a Dutch morchonl 
1htp on slarboord slde of convoys flagship, tho ROTANIN. Enlwotok lo 
Solpon trip look lour day1. 

R&TURN FROM TOKYO. Hooding East toward Solpan. tho ROTANIN 
cro11u paths with a flight of Suoerforts roturnin9 to tholr base ofter o 
dovostatln9 ;lrih 09alnsl tho heart of Japan. Tho hugo 8·2h oppear do· 
coptlvely small from this on9lo. 

80)( SEATS. Chiefs Carl Ruble (left) and Bob Parrott, both arden t follower; 
of th• moJor lta9u11 in the Stares, climb aboard a convonltnl hafch·covor 
for bor suh os th1 ROTANIN loads the convoy Into the crowd1d Salp1n 
harbor 



SAIPAD WAS~ mosT ADUADCED PACIFIC BASE In FEBRUARY, '45 

INVALUABLE ROCK. Seipon, nearest strikin9 point a9ainst the embattled 
enemy In February, '45, WIS f19urati•ely worth ih wei9ht in 9old as • 
base of operetion1. As tho convoy 901 closer and clo1er to the 1trate9k 
island, pJu..,9er1 were amazed et the Island's enormous installation>, es· 

BOUND FOR IWO JIMA, PA·IS7, one of 56 attack veueh transportin9 
Marines, SeabHs end invasion equipment, crones ROTANIN's bow IS 
fir\! assault we••s IH•• Salpan on 16 February. Throe days later, thh 
oolonl force unluHd all hell eaoln lwo. 

SILHoumes. Tho ROTANIN r .. ch•d Saip4n 17 day1 after 1 .. vln9 New 
C..tedonla, but the meui•e operation a9alnrl lwo po1fponed debarkation 
until followin9 mornfn9 Here, ,.ver.tl eye-wilne1101 lo world·shakln9 ••onh 
discuss whel they ha•• seen 



SEASODED 87TH DISEmBARHS FOR SAIPAn STAGlnG PERIOI 

OVER THI: SIDE. Tho 871h boarded the ROTANIN the hard way (;e1 po91 
201) ond dob•rkotlon wu no differen t. ti !he AK-108 hod o brow, ship's 
crew was t•ldtnlly t4•1n9 lt for ln•ulon of Japan. While hundreds alrHdy 
off wait on pier, others clamber down rickety rope netting end tedden. 

LOOK ALIVE, MEN I Chl1f Jim F.,ron muslors T Oi•ision contingonf prior 
to loodln9 on trucks for •ctnlc rld1 to the battalion's staging ump. Sec­
ond echolon was met 41 dock by Lt. Comdr. Flynn and other olllcers of 
tho ad••nce 9roup. 

Mon ul1d hend-ropos to fowor som1 pononal gur they d'dn ' t went to 
carry durin9 tricky dosc1nt. Seaba9s and duffolbags, alon9 with tho 
do 9s, wore unl3tdod In cerqo nets 

THE SHIP, tookln9 sluk <1nd trim, relusu her boom• once •ti troops oro 
ashore end preperu to dhcherg1 her cargo. Soon , 9ongs of carpenters, 
rl99ers and slo•odore1 will be returning from camp in orcterly shills to 
commoce unl~dln9, 



MOPPING UP 
(A Saipan Water Color} 
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SECOnD STAGlnG CAmP 

A NEW CAMP IS SORN. Newly arrived men of fim ecchelon, which 
rffched S.lpan on 27 Juu•ry 1945 9ne uncertainly •I slopin9 cane 
llelds where sl•9ln9 ump ls lo be !...ill. Shellpocked cliffs recrnind new. 
comen of 9rlm b•llle w•9•d for S•lp•n. 

HAND LAUNDRY. Clothes laden with 9rllty coral di.It'! and honest SHbH 
sweat are no problem for Sam Miiier, ' little Caeur of the Cho., Hall," 
who operalH his own laundry. New ump situ have no washin9 muhine 
lu~urles for WHkl. 

SHAPES UP RAPIDL\ 

CULTIVATOR. A chu99in9 'dour, operated by " Red" Moorm• n. clNn • 
p•tch of r•tlve 1u9ar can• as camp construction be9lns In N rnest. Our· 
ln9 the months •n entire army was bein9 asHmbled for lhe llYE .. uull, 
the f71h swHted it out here. 

WIRED FOR ACTION. William Shady (left) " 9els • llne" on pole 11 
Andrew (" Mule") Sle•dley preparu to mount native timber. Allo9elher, 50 
mlles of telephone •nd 20 miles of eledrical wire knitted the ste9ln9 <•mp 
Into • t19hily·woven unit. 



JOI VARIETY. A 9uud 1t•nd1 1ollt•ry watch as John Boll 9uid., 
motor 9rodtr o••r rouCJh cora l ro.d within sla9in9 camp perimeter. 
Ooulin9 cor•I surface CJ••• off consf•nl cloud1 ol powdery du1t 
and mtn ond tents become co•led with qrimy skim of dirf. De· 

spilt 1u1fained •d•tnt cond'tions, American vehicles kepi riqht 
on rollln~ o•er rood• once lre••led by fht Son• of Hu•en. Many 
Jap 10ld1to (end 1omt cMllans) hed somehow mano9ed lo elude 
dragnet tnd wero livln9 In Hll1 llkt animals 

SAIPAn WAS STAGlnG AREA FOR OHlnAWA PUSH 
In oorly 1945, S11ipon W<H o front pogo punchline in the news of 

tho world. As tho battalion's odv11nco ocholon arrived there on 27 
Jonuory, thoy woro alroody ronding of tho huge B-29 armodos toking 
off from tho Morionas for the Jop homeland. Agoin, the seasoned 
87th was moving into a front sootl 

As the socond echelon rolled in on lb February, they were lreoled 
lo tho stirring sight of a huqe convoy of Sb PA ships-looded lo the 
gunwholes with Morines-heodinq for the oll·out ossoult ogoinst bloody 
lwo Jimo. 

Tho sloqing como hod boo'! pitched in o doored sugor cone field ol 
•he bose of o toll, jogged shell·poded mountoin di''· Tents f.od 
been ~nrown up hostily with no rhought of permonence. 

By for the most oorsislent gripe of the men wos ihe sustoined 
s<"orcily of frnsh wolor. Mohll woited in long. tiresome ines for o 
ration of one·third of o budet of tho precious necessiry three limes 
o doy. Evenluolly, solt .wotor showers wore instolled in order lo fur­
nish ot loost rudimontory bothing leciliiies. 

Due lo tho edromoly poor living conditions. morole wos not ol i1s 
be;I. Food oqoin rovorlod lo the olmosf forgotten GI rolions. Beer, 
olihough usuolly issuod twico o w11ol, w11s lu~eworm Md onylhing bul 
refr1uhin9. 

Howevor, with tho 29 Morch chonqo of comm11nd. ceri11in essentiol 
chonges boqon lo occur. Ice wotor, for o~omplo, wo~ served ol chow: 
iced boor wos ~old in tho nowly·oroctod boor gordon; ond ice croom 
-of oll things!-ogoin oppoorod on tho monu. "The Forgotten Bot· 
tolion" noturolly boqon to por~ upl 

Construct ion took o briof rospilo on Soipon, A fow corpenler crews 
threw togothor somo loo qe quonsols of the 39th Generol Hos­
pitol ond lator oroc t11d o low lon'J woodon structures for the notives 
in Goropon, 

The Alliod Militory Government borrowed on 87th survey porty to 
loy out vorious housing projoch in lhe notive oreo, while Chief Andy 
Competiello rubbed elbows with Jop civilion draftsmen ot Comp 
Susupe. This, ond the dooring of odjocent oreos for incoming Seo· 
bees, comprised tho boflolion's construcliot1 progrom on HOOE. 

Rolioblo iculllobutt hod tho 87th joining the huge, recently-formed 
Tenth Army. Wild rumors foretold on oll-out push in the neor future. 
Tho noxt boochheod would probobly be Formoso, the Chino coost or 
Jopon proporl Moonwhilo, tho bollolior1 sweoted through onother se­
rios of lectures and refresher course\ covering oll phoses of military 
science ond t.:iclics. 

The neighboring 24th lnfontry Regiment permitted 87th officers ond 
men lo occompony them on night pofrols. Vorious volunteers" cul 
leqilomote notches on lhoir rifle·slods of'er polrolling the Jep-in­
feslod hil s with this veteron colored ourfir. 

In sp'fe of o constonl vi91I by o cordon of guords. iho bottolion 
supply dump time ond ogoin disployed e11idence o' enemy thiovory. 
The guord wos doubiod ond ordo•ed to shoot on~ moving object ofter 
sundown. 

One wild night, shortly before midnight o terrific borroge of rifle 
fire owo•enod tho slumbering comp. Guns of oll descriptior:s joined 
the froy from tho obviously o.cited 0. 0. D. ond M. A A. offices. 

Word spreod !hot Jops Hero lrepped ond pinned down by ot loost 
'40 would.be heroes wielding '03s. BARs ond evon lwo mochine·quns. 
The onliro comp was noturolly kept on edge oll night by ihe noorby 
sustoined, t•ec~ling gunfire. 

Finally, down come ond oll hands hurried to tho supply dump lo 
go1e upon the carnogo. However, lo everyone's omozemenl, no bodies 
ley slrown about tha sholl-poc~ed oroo. Nor hod ony of tho olleged 
J11ps surrondorodl In foci, thore woren't ony Jops around ot oil. There 
woro only tho crestfollen "Goslepo" whose foces will doubtless ol· 
woys crimson whonever tho incldonl is mentioned. 

Lotor, olmost tho onliro bottolion witnessed o prime exomplo of 
Soipon's sovogo worforo os waged in the Spring of 1945. Tho men 
stood in noon chow·line ond watched o 241h lnfonlry potrol, high on o 
loworing, sholl-scorrod lodge, mow down three cornered Jops of 
point.bl11n~ ronqa ond then throw tho bodies over the precipice for 
further disposition. 

After o few months of this, the bollolion ..,.os menlolly geored for 
the move ogoinsl BIVE. 



SUPPLIES ARRIVE. Charllo ("Pud9y" ) 8arker, supply slorekeopor (left), 
checks 1hippln9 lhll 01 Marvin Ma rtinJ Raymond Allard and Ev•retl 
Dubuquo place o bo1 In 1upply dump. ap rails proved boon in sottin9 
up boy1 and k11pln9 moterlols dry. 

DAILY WORD. Second echelon reaches f109in9 c.smr, on 17 Februa ry and 
the newcomers rush division bulletln boards for ' the latest" and lent 
.sui9nmenll. Alter reodln9 ell notices, new arrivals will seek out first 
echelon cronies for "Iha real lowdown." 

TOPSIDE. Tht botlallon's do9ln9 Illa was 9overned by directi•H and 
orders luutd lrom this row of tonl·ofllcH: Pon'lnnel and DlsbuMin9 (far 
left), Camp Admlnhtrotlon, E,..cutlva Ofllcer, OinC, Operations. O . O. D. 
-•nd Eddie lrtlt .. b~ch . 
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WATCH I 1 CLOSE, MATEI Most precious commodity of ovor1u1 bat· 
lallons ls Stt ltslda lumbar. Mike lubuich (right) keeps sharp lookout lor 
any and all "p•ocuring" parties as truck-crane swings another not of sup­
pllH onto boys . 8ull9 ,n9 tok"' five. 

FRAMED. Warran Parrish, Joo Ward and un:dantified urponlar's n:ott 
are shown In midst of lramln9 battalion barber shop, which will bo rHdy 
lor c'uslomors once • tarp c.overlng is thrown over skeleton. All tl•qlnq 
structures were drlcll y ltmporary. 

SHOT AGAIN, Tho memory of past shots "as all too vivid •1 lht men 
fell Into fine to receive " The Squ'lre Needle" a9ain In anticipation of Iha 
comln9 lnvatlon Sholl war~ qlven lor Yellow FtYtr. Cholera and Ta1 .. u1 
Man rtctlved 1hoh In both arms 



WATER! WATER! WATER! hlnful crle1 and dejeded spirih are linked 
forever with memori .. of Sal~n's acute water short19e. Trucks hauled 
the available supply around the clock, 1torin9 the preciou1 liquid in lar9e 
distilleriet, but the cryln9 d1m1nd could never be mei! Bude! bri9~de• 

CAN DO-AGAIN I Tho cmborronln9 shorto90 of fresh water was in sharp 
contra•! lo the llmlllon supply of sall woter. This ln9onious contraption 
was "Invented" by some of the more pro9reuiv1 element, u1in9 empty 
fuel drum1, fo1hlon1d to91f'her by pipe. It was another illuflrotion of what 

formed In lon9 linH prior •o " .,alerin9 hours," but a 9ua'd on Heh 
spl9ot allowed only ono·lhlrd of • bucket to Heh d irty tr.an. Here, a typi· 
ul 9roup wails for tho main valve to be opened. 

the combined talent of two 17th divisions (P and T) could accompli•h 
workin9 to91ther, This waltr truck w61 put 11\!o operation none loo soon •• 
most of the outfit was 91099y from dud. 



BUG TENT. Whon lh11 1lron90 tont oponod ror business, everyone suspoctod 
th·o worst. Hort, 9roon shirts ond trousers, as well a s blankets and sods, 
woro 9lvon a thorough lmpro9notlon. Scuttlobull said DIVE would be lousy 
with bu91-ond Jopsl 

SLUGS FOR PARATROOPERS. Armory 9roup works rar into lhe nl9ht In 
Morch whon Solpon went on an all·nl9ht black alert-EN EMY INVASION 
EXPECTED! L~lt lo rl9ht: Ed . Simons. Jim Kellar, "Tubby" Hiies, Charllt 
Welsey ond Wllllt H&nley prepare for tho worst. 

AT HOMI:. Bollollon wu open to receive visitors when this pro9ro11 shot 
was taken of tho compleled camp In early March Tailor and barber 
shops, os wdl 41 Ship's Store, ore In foreground. Officers Country ls situ• 
61ed In lht bock9round. 
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X MARKS THE SPOT but in this insla~ce a yellow X wlll identify lht 
porllons of each Subee's wardrobe 1'1at have been chemlcatly rendered 
bu9·proof bt dlppln9 Into a ODT solution by Jasso Coomu (left) and 
John Hondorson. Those procautlons c reated much sculllobutt. 

CONDITION BLACK. Tho suddenly aroused comp turns out ror hurrltd 
musltr, to99ed In coveralls, and helmets and c•rrylnc;a plec11 ond IJU· 
muh, This wu battalion's only scare at Saipan and r11ult1d from rt· 
porls or Jop ltsk force headed for Marianas. 

ADMIRAL'S HEALTH CLUB. Mu1cular members or "Admiral Ben" Slont'I 
c tltbrated heallh club always manac;aod lo lind limo for their dolly wor• · 
out. Tht Admlral (back to c.imor•l instruct. Stan Fendryk, lob Harring · 
ton. Jot Cobr•I (llftlnc;a) and "lippy • lipshin. 



CHARGE! Emplo,109 the shrlll ballle<ry picked up •t Ne.., C•I•· 
dool• from Actor Joho Aln•oder's lon9 rememt..red impenonalioo 
of the Immortal "Tedd' " lo "Arsenic and Old lace," •• 11th di· 
•lslon slmulatu a ch•r9e o•er u99ed Saipan hills. Such field m•· 
neuven were b•sic in the outUt't eriensive miHt•ry tr•inin9 pro· 

9rem Ourin9 th.,e rl9orou1 field problems, man, men di1covered 
they "'•r•n't phJ<lcally up lo lnvuion lfandards. However, d•ilY 
hik91 (with loeded pieced) throu9b tire Jap-haunted hills <oon 
remedied lhi< <ltuellon. 

SAIPAn FIELD mAnEUUERS TOO REALISTIC ATTlmES 
Soi pan wos bod. Thousands of ,1ubbo1 n Jops still remained in ihe 

hills ond cavos, froquontly ombushinq unwary small pilrlies in brood 
doylight. 

Guords surrounded I ho comp porimo!er ooch night, chollenging end 
firing olmost in tho somo brooth. Suddon voltoys often owokened tho 
entire camp. No ono dortid movo boyond tho fixed oreo. 

Scouting pertios from tho n11ighborin9 24th Infantry killed hundreds 
of Jops during tho 871h's stoqing period. 

Jop romoins rotted ovorywhoro. Evon the bottolion comp site wos 
littered with bleaching bonos. Unexploded rodels with blods of TNT 
attochod stud out of tho ground like arrows, 

I\ new firing ronge wos ltt up ond pieces were zero&<! ogain rhis 
time in earnost-lao choding on important piece of equipmenr. 

Lorge groups frovollod otrou the idand to tho 20.mm. AA ronge 
to fire of towed s'ooves. ~ortors ond machine-guns acquired o new 
mooning. II.II hand, hod o go ot them. 

Combat marching look the ploco of close-order drill. These hikes 
graduolly lengthonod lo 10 mil" over dongorous ridges and decep· 
live hills, olong nerrow !roils in lhicHy-wooded hollows. one through 
fields or toll sugor cano. Tho lost quertor-milo was usually at a 
jog-lrol. 

This was combat training in onomy·inlested iorritory-not routine 
drilling in boot 1 The sholl-mirrod clifh, tho wredege of homes and 
the shreds of bloslod civilian clolhing convlncod oven the hardiest 
skeptic thot lhls war woo oclue ll y o survival of the fittest. 

Throughoul thoso doily flold uxorclsos. lroining groups were c:on· 
tinually flushing small groups of 11rmod Jops in lhe fiolds of sugor 
cono. Groolly oulnumborod, tho surprised Japs usually beat ill 

The 87th hod boon tusignod lo tho now Tonlh Army for the forth­
cr.nn1n9 mammoth operotion oqoinsf BIVE. 11.nd stutilebutt said this 
army wos slolod to blost ell the woy inside the Jap Empire! 

But tho moles didn't Hem loo much concorned. They were still too 
busy discussing the roconl Now Caledonia moneuver-perhaps bet· 
rer ~nown os "The Quid ShuHlo -ond how ii was applied to the 
b..tr .. lion't Ab..tl•d "r•d n•riad ' 

PEEPHOLE S.m Field< pHll ceullou1ly throu9h • comp.lratively l•rge hot• 
m•d• by Ne••I shellflte on en enemy blockho1ue durin9 the invasioJI of Sal­
P•ft lo June, 1944. Thi• blt1led fortifiutloo w•1 found durin9 one of !Noy 
MfUt.arv MA,.euv-•o IA MAtc.h# 



AHO HOW FOR A SMOKE. Tired, swoty, •ching Subet> h•lt for "The 
P•••• Tt..t Refreshes." The lndispen .. ble clg•rrlfu are forthwith li9hted 
and c.ntHnl drained to within the l•st drop as >quad protectln9 colurr.n's 
rHt arrives. Most men fo\lnd these lnfrequel rest periods ell too short, et 

FIELD LECTURE. Ch lof Vic Codorstoll outlines nod phaso or lfold ma­
no\lvers white the clus continues to roco•er from lon9, hard pull up Into 
tho 111ountolr11. Su9ar cane In these flolds was well over heads of even 
tho six.footers and wu frequ1nt hld1out for Japs . 

lint, but lhlp were soo11 able to hike miles wilhoul lirln9 . Hen, 9roup ,.,Is adjacent su91r cane fields where a party of Japs bad bHn flushed 
• •hot! time t..fore. (SH PA9• lSI.) 

011.NGEilOUS BUSINESS. Jim 8ilyard (ri9ht) gives Wend1ll Cornish. •P•· 
cl•ll1 t In mine d1lectlon work, a hand as lattor guides latut type d1tector 
unfulty ov1r 9round. Cornish. alon9 with Ens. Ed•ln Rayson, wu t1m­
potarlly attached to the 87th for Okinaw.i operation. 



PRELUDE. "Comln9 t•tnls u1t their 1h•dow before" as batt.alion mem· 
btrs, •ssl9nod to the mine detection 1quad, work out a9.ainst .a cloud· 
filled backdrop. When Allied ••wult forcu , .. ch BtVE. (now suspected 
to be op•r•tlonal code name for the Ryulcyu1). every fool of invadon terri· 

FIRST COOK'S TOUR. With tho uno1pocted change of command In lalo 
March, Comdr. Richard R. Cook the new OlnC, promptly inaugurated his 
ulebratod COOK'S TOURS of Selpan •nd future destinations. Such tours

1 of cours~. were scheduled for Sund•Y H the '7th now had the Sabbath of 

tory mu~I be combed with lhue detectors and buried mines unearthed 
and 11plodeo. This was lo be • tedious tuk, but a hi9hly neceuary 
one lo keep men •nd equipment from bein9 blown to bits. 

for a welcome chon91. Here{ o truck-load of battalion "tourists" are co" 
ually ln1p1ctln9 the stork ru n1 of a native home. Battered Jap 9un po· 
dllon• 1lon9 the cout •ho •llrtcltd th111 "9lob1 trotters." 



ACH-ACH CREWS PREPARE FOR "BIUE" lnUASIO FI 

COMMENCE FIRING! The slacuto b.,k of IHd-belchin? 10-mm. 9uns rent 
th •Ir •bove Saip;tn a. uch 1ntl.alrcr•ff '""' fires 1b Allotted round• 
11 the pl•n&·to,..ed dMYo, Thh WH the •Ht b11t thin9 to •ctlon 1nd 
lh• men loved II. 

PANDEMOMUM. Oouns of 201 111 along the f11in9 line lot 10011 1imul· 
t1n1ously es the mechanic<tl ran91·flnder btoadcalls tire range. Hundreds of 
tr1ce<1 1lr•ak1d the oir, all t1ndln9 lo con¥tr9• on the 111911, Th• nolae 
of lh• m&u flrln9 ""•• 10 lnlt nH m•nY men held their cotton-1lull1d 11u 
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llt,A.CK THE SLEEVE! Al> 17th ack .. clc crew, led by Mode, Oa•~ (nght 
fore9round), teMelr eru 1pproaching targ•I a1 lho 9unner lln11 his 1i9hk 
on moving sl11ve. lu In thl SolomoM, !hit mt11 loot lhls type of trainin9 
quit• seriously~ 

and figuratively hun9 on. Crews from ships anchored ln T1napa9 Horbor, 
as •tell u 11 Subees, treU.ed at thfs ""'" 1rr1n9.cl Noal 9unury 
lChool. All flrln9 """ dlreded lowerd ua. 



FRATERNIZATION? A Jop prisoner of wu intently studies lhe intricol• 
mechHism of en Amerlcon lronslt u his four fellow prisoners ond five 
Seoboes walch the proceedln9s, Chlel Kenneth Honsin9 (lett). Sammy 
C<trHno, Jim Bollerhey, Joe Fonlcuberlo (pointln9 lo inslrum-.nt) and lorry 

l1TH G EN ERAL HOSPITAL was one ol lhr•• projects au i9 ned the 87th 
du1in9 its lhrH·month •toy on Selpan Abo•• quonset hut additions pro­
• idtd cool, roomy word• for wounded Muinos returnln9 from the flamln9 
inferno tha t wos lwo Jlm1 In February This hospllot assi9nmenl was, in 

Slote r 9l•e helpful hinh with hend motions lrom lime lo lime. Jap pri•on· 
en ouhted Allled forcu in buildin9 up every captured island, thus ft· 
leuln9 •\illod Gls for more meticulou• wort . The En9ineers really 9ot 
around on S.lp1n. 

fact, the most slzubl• Salpon prol•cl lockled by the unit. More ond 
more the empho•h 1Wun9 lo mllllory lrolnln9 .. d eventually this stron9e 
war found c11ptnlers, pointers and rl99en moneuvt.rin9 alon9tide stor•· 
hepen, yeomen ond coob 



HONORABLE ANCESTORS. Three lonely skulls •re 9rim reminders of the 
stubborn, fonotical Jap resistance thol macte Saipan one of lhe most costly 
Pacific bos°' lo acquire. Joan Worley, Charlio Johnson ond Pete DtRyke 
stumbled onto this cove durln9 a souvenir hunl and decided lo lnvutl-

9alt. In addition to numerous skeletons drtwn •bout and J a p characters 
carved on cavern walls, the uptortrs •lso found bits of clothing, rusty 
weapons. Jop coins •nd diaries and even a few enemy photogr•phs. 

ANYBODY HOME? The yawnln9 entrance to still •nother covtrn dwarfs this party of 
armed "e1plorers" as they c•refully sitt up the situation before ent1rln9 the cave. Many 
ca vts were as ler9 e as a n ordlnery hou11 ond were u11d as temporary homts by Jep sol­
d len when they were drive n lnle nd by lnv11ion fo rcu . l ooby trips were often found 
ln1ld1 . 



1·2' LAIR. Ptlnclp•I w .. pon uHd lo bring Japan lo hu lnHl 
without lnv.,lon w•• the powerful trm•d•• of SuPHforts, which flew 
out of tho Mul•n•• with S..ipan u tho l<ub of operations. These 
9r•ceful •kv mon1ten tool off from (and morl refllmed to) ldey 

Field-once • Jap fi9hlet drip. It was from Iha above lair that 
picked 1·2'1, cattyln9 the world0 1ha•tn9 atomic bombs. look off on 
life-ch4nglng mlulons to Hiroshima •nd N•g••ali in early Au9111I, 
·~s. 

SEABEES OCCUPY RlnGSIDE SEATS FOR B-29 SHOW 
For months nows occounts woro full of stories of the new weopon 

thot wos proving tho onswor to tho long disfonces involved in the 
Pocific wor. 

With tho orrivol of tho 87th on Soipon, moles grasped the first 
opportunity to visit tho B-29 flold ond invosligole the sky monsters 
ot first hond, 

Isley Fiold wos built on tho silo of tho coptured Jap Aslilo Strip. 
It wos grootly onlorgod, improved ond roinforcod with Yroler ospholt 
lopping by Army onginoors lo occommodole tho heavier ships. 

Tho man soon modo tho ocquoinlonco of ground crews who showed 
them ovor tho big plane~ from no>o lo toil. 

Such mysteries os s~od, oltitudo bomb·ICMids, fire-power ond o!her 
pertinent deloils soon become tho source of much discussion in :he 
sloging oroo. 

Merola durinq Jonuory ond Februory, 19'45, wos low among !he 
piloh ond crews of the Superforts. Lassos were high ond the lonq 
3,000-mile round-trip wos o gruelling physicol ond men'o ordeol. 

Tho most difficult problom wos the weather over Jopon. At 30 000 
feol, !ho wind often blow ot 200 miles on hour. Troveling upwind, •his 
mode fhe 8-29s easy torgols for ock-od. Jop fighter pilots did not 
hosilolo to rom tho big plonos. 

Howover, tho morolo of tho 8-29 crews rose in Morch with tho 
securing of lwo Jimo, holfwoy botwoon Soipon ond Tokyo. lwo hod 
been inlondod originolly os o boso for p.5 t fi9hters, which were lo oc­
compony B-29s over Jopon. But ii turnod out to be even moro volu­
oblo os o roscuo station whoro crippled or gos-shy 8-29s could set down 
on tho woy bock from Nippon. 

With tholr now •lotion 05tobll•hod ond with the odded proloclion 
of flghtors, tho B-29s bogon o systomalic burning of Japan's indus· 
trial 1iroos with thou111nds of incondlorlos. 

Seotod in tho movio oroo in tho ovoning, moles could wotch the 
heavily-loaded Suporforts got undor woy, one ofter the other, fly low 
for a limo ovor tho waler, slowly goin ollitude ond heod for tho 
onomy's homolond, 

By this limo, tho 87th hod o ringside ideo of whot tho Jap Empire 
wos under9oing end whol wos yet in storo for tho oggrossors. 

TAKE OFFI A Superior!, warmlnt,1 up for the ta•e·off, rec" Its powerful 
motors on taxiway (right) before wheeltnt,1 out onto ono of se•erol m•in 
strips. Dtsplle dhlanu Involved, many Seabeu from sleqlng ., .. , visited 
Isley Field el e• ery opportunity, 



UNHATCHED EGGS. A cr•ck 8·2' qround er..,., radiatin9 plenty of "mow· 
how," 90 .. ebout lht routine buiineu of ruclyin9 a Superforl for the 
ned minion to J•p•n es SHbH visitors (rl9ht) look on admiringly. Some 
o f crew concentrale on motori while others prepare lo load up bomb· 

TAIL, Two crewmen sllp tho tall·belly turret into place as the 9round 
crew buttons up the 9rHI ship lor the nut Jap strike, which will 91t 
under w•y as soon H nl9ht crew arrl••• from brloftn9 room. These ml•· 
slons were feken quite seriously by crevs. 

racks with monstrous "e99s" laid out in left fore9round. It took imrr.enn 
qu .. till .. of fuel, ammunition and bombs to keep these Gar9•ntv•n w~r· 
birds opereting e t their pok of elflcient deslrudion. 

MISSION' S ENO, Oo9·llrod •nd completely worn out from the lon9, unts· 
contd f119ht o•tr Jap•n, a 8·2' crew lo.sds into waltin9 veh•c1e for 
usu•I shori session with tntelli90.ce before hitting the s.tck This ••• 
Amerlu's "first 1 .. m" In the Pecilic play·off. 



PIN-UPS An unmi•t•k•bte •llltude of nonchalance and boredom d .. cribe• 
thi1 lndllferent mech .. lc u he dotes peacefully beside the 1hapely in· 
Jplr•tion painted on nose of another w•ll-named 8-2'. Several artilh 
h•d full·tlmo oul9nmenh •t ldey field paintin9 lovely nudes or challen9· 

CRAFTSMANSHIP. Mule tribute to the uncanny Jap craftsmanship w., 
found In theH concrete plllbon1 llnln9 the 10uthern rid9os of Isley Field. 
Wall1, three.foot thick. remain lnt1ct de1pite terrific Naval bombardment 
~nd .urfol bombin9 durln9 lho lnvaiion. When the air corp1 look over 

in9 mollh on the Superforh The n•mes of the ships. in most ,..... re· 
fleeted th•t which w•s uppermo1t 1n the crew's l"'i•ds while they were about 
their lethal buslnesi Such orl work w .. definitely 9ood for morale. 

A1lito Field .. d '"named II aflu Comdr. l>ley, tb.se sturdy btod· 
hou1es were u1ed lo 1tora9e of supplles .and u livinq quarters until more 
1uit1ble billets could be "ulll. Several Superforts are parked on h.ard· 
1t•nd1. 



FIELD DAY. 8olh office" and men spenl lon9 hours washin9 and pol· 
l1hln9 their Superforls. They seemed lo lo•hh the same care on these bl9 
ships ts they had once accorded their pa,.onal automobiles in cMlitn 
dtys. lullef holos wore pitched and all tracts of grease and dlrl were 

"A THING OF BEAUTY is a for fort•tr." the poet said but !ht rt9ul., 
appeoranct of fhtst c;ilant B·29s o•er Tokyo was doubtless anythln9 but 
btau!llJI to lr.t di;omtd Jtpanest. As a parly of Seobees watchl !ht four 
powtrlul en9lnts !hundtr H the pllot prtparu to " give htr ht 9un" 

remo•ed from the 9IHmin9. sltlnlen surface with the aid of •i9orou1 
"elbow 9rea1t.'" Each ntw mlsdon ln•arla bly found the ships ln A·I con· 
dUlon. Several 8-24 Liberators art parked across taxiway. 

Entire ship qui•trs ond strains . Then, the brakes are released and !ht 
lmmen1t ,,.., machine leaps forward . Gracefully It ri,•s. the wheels fold 
m19lcolly and the lon9 f119ht hts btc;iun. 



PUBLIC BATH. Chamorro woman and childr .. n gather of an ev•· 
ning al one of Camp Susupe's many public wells lo wash clolhas 
and b<1lhe. All lhh is an integral part of the varied and inter· 
estlng life Inside the cnamy alien compound •upervlsed by tho Al· 

lied Military Governm•nl. Clothes wore scrubbed in true Navy· 
fashion-I) dipped in budet of waler; 2) laid out flat on the •P•· 
cious concrete deck: l) scrubbed vi9orously with large stiff bl'llsh. 
The parallel ended th ora. 

CAmP SUSUPE WAS A PRlmE SAIPAD ATTRACTIOD 
S11ipon wos the first Jop territory whore U. S. Forces encounlerod 

l11r90 numbers 0£ Jap citizens. Scrawny, hungry civili11ns srill drihod 
out of c11ves whore tnoy had hidden since tho battle be911n in Juno, 
1944. 

Thay were housed in lhe lwo-mile-squaro compound colled Camp 
Susupe I named after tho neorby shallow lake) which sheltered op· 
proximately 18,000 J11ps, 111009 with numerous Chomotfos, Koreans 
ond Kono kos. 

The compound wos 11 prime objective of tho 87th sightseers, but 
tho closest most men wore oble to opprooch tho roservalion wos to 
ride by on 11 trud. A heavy detoil of MPs on tho outside wos re­
inforced by on inferior guard of Civilion Police appointed by tho 
Allied Milito ry Government. 

Tho captive civili11ns lived in ma~e~hift shellors, built of weothorod 
planks, bottored shoot molal roofing from tho ne11rby bomb-sh11llerod 
su911r refinery ond f11llered bits of c11nv11s. 

During tho Solpon staging period, Sooboo corpenlers woro ol 
work conslrucfing Iorgo, cloen, wooden barracks of a now camp silo o 
few miles owoy. When those were reody for occuponcy, ii would im· 
prove tho sonilory conditions of tho badly overcrowded settlement. A 
survey party of the 871h Engineers ond e dr11ftsm11n worked al the 
compound for several weeks and found rho slr11n90 customs of the 
occupants highly inforesling. 

C11nnod food r11fionod out lo tho civilions from huge w11rohousos 
wes supplemenfed by frosh vo9el11bles and fruit, which they cult ivolod 
in the fe rt ile Soipan soil. Ample supplio~ of fish cough! in tho oeor· 
by Pacific were olmost doily on !heir menu. Bosidos tilling tho fields 
ond fishing. ihe Jops wor~ed os common loborors 11nd ol other iobs 
they wore equipped lo h11ndlo for tho Armed Forces. Most laborers 
received 35c per doy while skilled workers wore peid SOc. 

An Army·stoffod hospital received tho seriously ill ond wounded. 
Tho " Midtown Ph11rmocy" !rooted obour I ,200 cotes o doy, mostly 
m11lnulrilion, diorrhoo, worms and beriberi. 

Saipon Jops opporenlly hod one of tho highest bidhr11fos on Earth. 
Tho swarms of children, who ployed everywhere in lho oreo ond begged 
for candy, seemed quHo happy in their now surroundings. 

The lre11lment !hoy rucoivod 11s prisoners proved lo even tho mc>SI 
suspicious Joponoso th.:it lhoir 9ovemmenls prop11g11nd11 hod viciously 
distorted the American enomy. Tho Americans hod token 11 long slop 
forwMd, promoting inoslimablo goodwill by their just lreetmont of the 
vanquished. 

* 

PASS ONE! S.lt•lion surveyor" workln9 within the nativo compound for th 
Civilian Government. were requirod lo sliow certified panes before g•lnin9 
entrance. Joe Fonlcuberta smilingly presents hi, pau to unsmllln9 W'oman 
guard as he enters restricted sedlon of camp. 



JAPS EDJOY USUAL PURSUITS AT CAmP SUSUPE 

RECITATION. Spon1orod by the Allled Milltary Government. youn9 boy1 
end 9lrli oltend school re9ularly within the -.xtensive native compound. 
Here, youn9sler1 ore tau9ht lo rHd and write and are 9iven the same 
recrutlonel opporfunitlt1 os kids In Democratic countries. 

FREE FOR ALL. Carefree boy1 ""title and pummel one another just u 
AmerlCJn boy1 have done since Revolutionary timu. As usuel, this com. 
munlty tuulc 1lemmed from two youn9 Cllllmorro1 fi9Min9 over candy. 
Nati•• kids, like lho1e everywhere, love sweets. 

SLOW 8UT SURE. A sll9hlly 1way.backed ox lrud9es after his master, 
p'ullln9 a cuf.loed of highly us•blt rou9h lumber. Then two-wheeled 
cull were moil con1plcuous on Selpen. The battalion had 1ee11 a few on 
New Celtrlonle. Such contraptions always ""cited Interest. 

MILITARISM. Despite ri9id rulrictions imposed by Allied authorltlu, 
native tochen still contrive lo inject a bit of military training Into edu· 
calionol routine. Here, the alerl cameraman calchel a 9roup of young 
9lrh standing of " Righi, Dreul" 

IALANCED PRECISION, Two heavily laden buckets s"ing ll9htly from 
the croupole • 1 this llurdy native woman ,,.aflcs barefooted alon9 • d111ty 
road within the compound. As ii customary lhrou9houl the Orient, women 
do bulk of the monual work. 

FISH MARKET. A proud, 1milin9 native woman displeys a fat, 1ell· 
waler fhh lo her lnqulrln9 SHbee visitors. FiJll is a cheri1hed staple In the 
notrve diet on Salpan Squatting position is sten lhrou9hout the Central 
end Western Peclfic 



CLASS ES. Notlvo 9 lrls sludy their louons In an outdoors room of tho 
Comp Susupo school sponsored by tholr Am orieon conquerors for th·o up· 
llft of o ro co lon9 trod und or fool bf tho J apaneoe. Meanwhile, tho ,.. 
rapraulblo boys MO on)oyln9 o bit o roco>s (background). Tho peoplo 

PROTEST. Violent scream1 rt nl lht •Ir 41 THE EARTHMOVER photo9rapher 
took thlo llltlt fellow's picture. Ho wu In fine f1lll1 until he 1pi1d 
camera. Ttn lo IS b1bl11 tro born HCh dty ti C.mp Su1upe. Birlh1 
uo recorded. 

were 11111 freo lo worship u thoy ploued. th o loading faiths being 
Buddhism ond Shintoism. Tho makeshift Buddhist temple then hod a tin 
roof, no front door, but lh priest hod oil his trapping>. 

SAGE ANO SPOUSE. This tldorly 9ontltman of tho old school 11fu11d lo 
po11 elont tnd ii wun' I untll his 9ood wife ••• beside him lhel picture 
could bo lthn Thi• old 1:oupl1 appeared lo be laking new lilt in 
•lrido 



t 
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"SAi PAN SAM," th• 91nl11men with the sarcastic voice, is photo9raph•d 
In midst of his deity broadcast from Station WXLD. His "must" pro9rem 
r•prov•d oflic•u end m•n alik•, but as caustic H he was, no one e•er 
mhr•d his dally tlrode. (Real Hme: Ashley Simi.) 

TANAPAG HARBOR. The Hcond COOK'S TOUR found truck-loads of 
males r•n9ln9 f•r and wld• o•er the 75·squ•re·mlle Island. Hue. • typl· 
cal 9roup p•uses en rout• lo enjoy refreshinc;i panoramic beauty of 
T1nepo9 Harbor. Remains of the ustwhlle capital city of Gorapen Is be· 

yond hHdlands (t•fl). In ord•r lo obloln ll'Uck end driver for S•bbalh 
tours, Heh 9roup of "tourists" had lo recruit requirtd numbu (20) •nd 
• CPO lo be In charc;i• of trip. 



CENTRAL PACIFIC. Atop e hill nt•r M.,pl Point al northern lip of 
Saipan, Edmund ("Jas") Jaskuhki, pholo9rapher •nd Hecutive editor of 
THE EARTHMOVER, consents funder pressure) to be photographed against 
this 1wttpin9 back9round, which perhaps rt•tets more than the censor> 

SUICIDE CLIFFS. The 
and cllfls in endless 
arlsln9 from lht surf. 
then thtmstt•u over 

Pacific's blut waltn but a9aln1t ru99ed coral rttfs 
fury, causin9 salt spray to resemble boiling steam 
Hundreds of frantic civilians threw their children and 
the hl9h cllffs rather than be caphned by Marines 

could he•t pesstd had lht w., not tndod many months before lht dis· 
tributlon of this volume. This sup1tb shot, 1lon9 with the half·page view on 
oppo1ltt pa9t, shows prominent coral rHf proloctin9 Tanapa9 Harbor to 
best 1d•1nt19t. 

moppin9 up norlh1tn end of lht Island . As the 17th .,,as lea•in9 Saipan, 
months after lhe mass suicides of '<4, remnants of clothin9 and human 
bones were stlll btln9 found 1ton9 the shore 



JAP FACTORY. l .. din9 lndu•try of Charan Kanoa "'•• • 1pra.,lin9 1u9ar 
mill (relinary). "'hlch .,., reduced lo above state by fl-inch Nevel ihell· 
fire durin9 the furiou• Allied ••wult •9ain1I thii key to the Mariana1 and 
tht approachts lo Tokyo, The nearby lo"'n of Charan l(uoa (populallon: 

BUSTED BANK, With window1, including lrame1, completely bluted, roof 
gone end "'""' peeling, all that" left of the once proud Bank "' GarApan 
1land1 u grim reminder to Jap 1urvlvors of U. S. mi9hl. Yawnfn9 hole at 
top-front of b11ildin9 and 1ho10 In right end indic.ite direct hits by 9ianl 

?,SOO) •l•o lay in a mall of ""i•tt<I rubbl~ Allhou9h 1turdily bul!I and 
reinforced, the 1ugar mill ., .. unable to "'ithstand tenilic barra9u laid 
do"'n by Vice Admiral Mere Mihcher'i Taik fo<ce S8. 

projoclllt1 fired ofhhott. Entire thriving city of Gar.tpan, Jap capftel of 
the Mulanu 9roup, .,., virtually "'iped out durin9 inva1lon. (TIME'i fuue, 
17 July lf44, picture• same buildin9.) 



THE PRICE. Row •fl•r row ol 9lumln, white crouu m.,k the final 
rutln9 pl•ce of the Fourth Marl•• OM11on's 9•ll•nt dead-part of tho 
prko Amaric• paid for • "mu•I" hl•nd. To Iha U. S •. the cost of Sal· 
pen was •dmittadly hl9h-2,lS9 klll•d, 1,21) miuln9, 11,~81 wounded. Bui 

... 

JAPS 'AIO, TOO. Mosl of Japan" 16.000 known military dead in Iha fi. 
tanlc slru99la for Salptn were burled In mass 9ravas du9 and covered 
by bulldozers. In <tddition to 1,000 prisoners, countlou others were mlu­
ln9 In c•••• where they were buried by 11plosl•e or bulldours. Hare, 

the o•tr•ll milil•ry ju•tilic•tlon WH hl9h, too; S•ipan was the mosl im· 
port•nt objacti•• yet l•k•n by U. S. troops-ii ulablished an air base 
only l,SOO mil•• from Tokyo. 

_Jj 
In • h•llowed corner of C.mp Susupe are buried rr.otl civilian cuu•lti•• 
who w•r• uu9ht between the American lu99aruut .ind lheir own linu. 
Gr•••• tro coral lopped .. Ith ... oodan m•rhr1 baarin9 namu of d•· 
U•Hd. 



SHI NTO, which lllorolly moons "emperor wouhlp," h embodied In ony 
shrine where Jer. soldlers pray to the ir "Son of Heaven." When Japen 
orlglnally occup ed Solpan, they brought their shrines alon9. Shinto wo,. 
ship posed a dofonlte problem in rol19iou1 freedom for the Alllod 

JAP PILLBOX. Numbers of th11e formidable fortlflctllons still rimmed the 
future B-2' field ofter lnvtsion-11n ignoble monument to short.si9hted J•p 
siupldlty. These pillbores, constructed of relnforcin9 11111 •nd concrete 
three f ttl thick, were 1ppuently Impregnable lo •tl•ctln9 troops. Two 

Military Government char9od wilh Iha adminhlralion of Cam11 Susupe. 
Authorities hod m1de no attempt to slop Shintoism, bul no foclllllu had 
bun set up lo encourage ii. Hort, tourlnq t71h ropresonl•li•11 vie.., a 
Shinto shrine at close r•n9e. 

narrow silts ot unseen end constituted obHrv1llon tod firinq posts. Tho 
opened iron door w1s the sole tnlrtnca. Flnelly, Amoric•n ln•tslon forcts 
stormed clofo enou9h for «•ftll'llon to wold door shut, Occup•nh ,...,. 
u:termin• led by 9ru•du through firing 1Hb. 



"I SALUTE YOUI" Comdr. e .. 1erly anemblH the battalion in the· 
tire erH on • rare Sabbath mornln9 lo bid men he had led 
since I& Aprll 190 e hurlfell 9oodbye. This was Skipper Easterly's 
lul ofllciel act before tu rnln9 the OlnC reins over to his succes-

sor, Comdr. Richard R. Cook. The chan9e of command came •• a 
1hock lo most. On the eve of the tar9 .. t operation in the Pacific 
c1mpal9n, the men 9roped for an e1planation, but none was 
comin9. 

FIRST CHAnGE OF commAnD OCCURS AT SAIPAn 
On 29 Morch 1945, th() 87th Soebeos wert:i sheken oul of !heir 

sloging oroo lothorqy 01 Solpen. Without worninq, announcement wos 
mode ihol Comdr. Robort Eoslorly, originol OinC, hod been relieved 
by Comdr. Richord R. Cook, o voteron construction mon, who had 
been in chorgo of tho 99th Bottolion in tho Pocific during his previous 
lour of duty. 

The responsibility of guiding the 87th hod rested squorely on 
Comdr. Eoslorly's shoulder~ /or opproximotoly two yeors. He os­
sumed tho helm 11t Comp Poory, lool the men north lo Endicott, 
shepherded lhom ocron tho country lo Colifomio, ond poced them 
for 19 months in tho South Pocific whore the strain wes frequently er 
the brooking point, 

.Mier this rother oroc•ing tour of duty, Tho Skipper wos ordered lo 
the Stoles for o well deserved rest ond reossignmont. 

It wos not 001y for Comdr. Eoslorly lo port with the officers ond 
mon who>o doslinios ho hod guided for so long. His voice wos filled 
with consideroblo emotion os ho oddrossoci the botlolion for the losr 
time. 

In concluding his forowoll oddr0 u, ho poid rho 87ih his greoles· 
compliment: "Mon of tho 871h, I soh.:lo you!" Suiting the ec:lion to 
tho word, he snoppily solutod ond slopped down. The Eosierly regime 
hod ended. 

/\ leodor with on ouidondinq record hod been appointed io sue· 
coed the first OinC. Comdr. Cook took over o comparotively well· 
orgonizod outfit. Tho voloron 87th wos disgruntled, however, ond 
trovel-weory. On tho throshold of ih most importonl forword movo, 
tho bo!lolion, os o whole, wos "down." Novor in boHolion history hod 
morolo boon so low. 

To tho molos who $lill nurtu rod hcpos of honding over the new 
equipment to somo "bool" outfit ond going home, this unexpected 
chongo or command wos tho flnol, crushing blow. 

II wos obvious to ovon lho mo$I optimistic "dio-hord" that on of· 
ficor frosh rrorn Stotosido leovo would not bo plocod in chorge of 
o homoword-bound bottolion. 

The oi rfiold mokors woro going forword ogoin. /\II honds woro well 
oworo thot tho forthcoming oporotion would be the biggest thing yet. 
Nevor hod so mony mon or so much invosion equipment been os­
somblod in tho Pocific. 

The die wos cost. The blue chips wore down. Thero wos no turning 
bod now. 

GOOO LUCK! Comdr. Easterly, drused lor return to the States, bids f•r._ 
well to hh iucceuor, Comdr. Cook, prior to dep1rlin9 for 1lrporl. Oeiplto 
i"here"I sedneu of partln9 with his commend, Skipper Eulerly, photo9enfc 
lo th• e"d, m1n19u 1 fill tmflo. 



THE MULTITUDE. Tho 87th, ovor o thousand strong, hos just been morchod 
to tho slopln11 lho lro oroo whero thoy are patiently awaiting orrlvat of 
Comdr. Eoilorly, who doslros to address them on an unannounced sub· 
Itel. Each mon, occordln11 to Seabee custom in tho Pacific, hos brou9ht 

CLOSE-UP of Co,,..dr. E.uttrly reveals serious erpreuion on rtlirln9 >kip. 
ptr's counltnenco u he prtpar .. to salult bis tmwhile char9es for their 
conlrlbu1lon1 towerd hit 1ucc .. 1 .ss a Subu leader. Lt. Comdr. Flynn, ... .,,_ ... ._,.~·""""' ..... .:... ... ,,_, ... ,..:-.. . .... ,.. ...... 

his foldln9 choir, ond Is •wooling It out as pholo9raphor works the 9anq 
o .. r from various on9los. Protection booth ii directly behind crowd ond 
the Photo Lob h housad In tont at extreme left. 

SUCCESS STORY. This .., .. Comdr. Cook as "" eledricien's melt, second 
clHs In World War I. from an enlisted m4n in one ..,., lo • full com· 
mtnder In the ntrl h second skipper's envi4blt Hrvie'e record He brld9ed 
'" · -·-· 



mARIAnAS TO RYUKYUS 

· SAIPAD TO OHIDAWA 
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0 PLUS "· lieut ltn Mtrhtte tnd lt.(j9) It J . Seuglinq (itanding on 
lST ••mp) chec\ muster list ol lint echelon lor Okinawa as 871h loads at 
S•ipan docb on 14 Aprll 1945. Outfitted with rines, packs qu-muks, 
sHb•91 •nd loldlng ch•in, the men si•e up the "larg e, Slow T•rgeh" 

OPEN JAWS. What w•• to be the batt1tlon'1 last forward move In World 
War II goh under way as amillng veterans commence filing Into one of 
four lSTs. These men are 1quuiln9 past the blade of a 0-8 bulldoier, 
which wlll be the first •shore when th• ramp bangs do""n on the very 

th•I ere to urrr them to llVE. Fully 1.,.ded trucks (!ell) aw•it orden 
lo commence rolHng through m•ssive steel doors onto t .. k ded of 
lSh. 

doonlep of the tottering J1p E.mpire. Nonchalanf uprouions on men's 
f•cu m•y be •llrlbuted lo 20 months overuas, including a yHr in the 
Solomons 



DA YIREAK. With S•ipan's «•99Y ranqes lncludin9 renowned Ml 
T•potchou, toomin9 In the background, t~e silhouetted form of • 
LST Is •een a9alnsl • typical Central Pacillc sunrise. This it the 
mornin9 tho 87th's ad••nce echelon mo•ed out into the stream 

to b•come on inle9ral part of the most swHpinq operation of 
tho lon9 and bitter Pacific War. A molorlty of the "choun" ware 
still asleep when lhh shot wa• token by the early-risinq eameromon. 

SEASOnED EARTHmOUERS EnTER FLAmlnG OHlnAWA SECTOR 
Thero wero four LSTs in the advance echolon of the 87th's norvo 

testing movo in April. 1945 from Soipon in tho Merienos to O~iriawe , 
strongost rung in tho Ryukyu leddor stretching from Formoso lo Japan. 

Tho build-up for this move had been thorough and ominous. Dis· 
bursing urgod 1111 honds lo t11ko tho limit on government insurance. 
All personal [ unds in excess of ton dollars had lo be sent homo. 

Tho Modicol Doporlrnenl lectured on the numerous diseoses, misor. 
~ble clim<Jlic c.onditions ond tho polluted water, which, it soemod 
were the main leatur.is of the ne•t island. 

Motes ~tormod the armory end quidly clooned our iis supply ol .30 
caliber ammunition, Through oll tho build-up, tho men never once 
forgot thot Okinowe was only 370 miles from rho Jep homolondl 
Prosidont Roosevelt's shoding doolh on 13 "pril stunned tho ontiro 
comp 1u did Ernie Pylo s passing livo days lotor on lo Shimo. 

Tho reor o holon of 330 men end five o!ficor$--Under tho command 
of Lieut. W:lliom C. Roilly-rom111nod et Soipon for severol weeks lo 
loon up tho romoining comp 11roo ond drink up most of tho bat 

r11lion • boor ond cole, Tho unit's cosh funds wore tronsforred to 
units not porlicip11tin9 in the forword move. Records, moenwhile, wore 
brought up-lo·doto. 

At tho dod onto men pilod off tho truds os bost they could. " fler 
20 months ovorse111, lho ovoroge Soobeo has occumul11tod enough geor 
•o fill o c11rry11lll 

Eorly one April morning tho hoovily-proloclod 19-ship convoy slipped 
out of Tonopog Horbor, carrying with them, omong others, rho vol· 
eron 87th who wore, alter 11lmo•t two yoors overseos, et lest hoodod 
for tho Emporor'• bockyord. It is only 1,400 miles from Soipen to 
Okfnowa. 

Tho mon took up routine shlpboord duties. Off duly, men rood 
spociel pomphlots ebout "molerie-riddon, povorty-stric:kon, sne ko·in· 
roslod Okinowo," Ono ond oil eccuslomod thomsolves to tho Gook 
yon ond son, which hod roplocod tho fomilior dollor and cent os tho 
now medium of oxchongo. 

The grim, gray wolchdogs prowled back and forth, meinloining o 
proloclivo circle about thoir lumbering chor9es throughout the 
journey. Due to their conslont elertnoss. mony flooling Jop mines were 
detected and delonoiod by gunliro. 

Five days out of S~ipon , tho moles wore both thrilled ond re· 
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11nurod by the sight of tho "Pic<ol Lina eround Okinewo ond other 
Ryukyu lslonds. Corriors, cruisors ond oscorls, rhey formod on end 
loss stool choin oround O kinowo, preventing the Jop from effectively 
reinforcing tho bosiegod garrison. 

Tho oppooronco of this ovidonco of power quickly convinced 1111 hond' 
tho! tho U. S. Novy was indoed •ho undisputed ruler of tho Wo1torn 
Pocific. 

"s Okinowo's mountain pllllkl oppeored on the horiton, tho con­
voy split. LSTs 89+ ond 895 continued on lo Nokegusuku Won Beach, 
while 879 end 1029 swung around past besieged Neho into th'l East 
China Soo. There the motes witnessed units of the I eat-powerful 
botllewogons ond sleek cruisers--slHming slowly along the shore. 
pouring it into the doomed capitol city. 

Hero was tho real big-limo in action! Firo be1cnod from olov11teo 
turrets-the ships rodod from the mighty recoi. A~er on interval, 11 
cloud of smoke end llemo would oppo11r on tho hillside, marking tho 
spot whore tho huge minilos hod exploded. 

Tho sky wes studded with pianos. Corsoirs, Hellcols. "vengeu and 
Holl-divers bombed ond slrofod the trembling eorth, tingly end en 
mane ell doy long. Mole. of ·hip'1 roi: morveled ot the 1i9hb. 
Everywhere the some comment: 'How do lhey slend it7 Tiley mus• 
roolly bo du99od in, oh7" It seemed inc:redible! 

Tho word went oround-"Tide's out, c:on't beach todoy ... " Tho 
onchor wont down. II wasn' t long 11frer dor~ until tho Nips bogon 
lo como over in force. The smo<e-streen was laid down by all ships, 
40s chottored end 90s rOllred. But dill they come. A suicido plane hit 
11 ship closo by. Wi th ono hugo, oyo·splitting belch of flomo otld 
smoko, it sank in throe minutos. T rocon rocod ecross tho skies. 

And thus tho night woro on with one ro id ofier nnother. Gun crow> 
stayed gluod to thoir pioces-pouritlg it into tho fonotics et ovory 
opportunity. 

By down, tho men woro confirmed "believers!'' "Lot's got off this 
tub ond dig o foxhole," boc11mo tho watchword of ell hands. Down 
tho ramp clanked and tho first D·8 chugging ond puffing, rolled off 
on lo tho omb111tled islond. Tho 87th had covered I) 980 miles upor 
r1111ching Okinowe. 

No one hod lo say, ''Roll om out, boys!'' Tho previous night had 
rendered words usolou. There wos e wor going on and tho bott'e· 
seasoned 87th wos 0911in in the middle of it. 



LOADED FOR IEAl h lhh fully l~ded LST, which ii ready for the Hvon· 
day voy•90 ftom S•lp•n lo Okln•w•. Perhaps, " Loaded for Japs" would 
hne bt1n o better tltlt for lhh superb lhol of an opporently con· 
fusod scene. However, despite the appurance of unbridled confusion 

SO LONG, MATES! Wllh rall of both LSTs tined by shipmalu biddin9 one 
.. other l•mror•ry 1 .. ewell, port ship backs out Into hnape9 H•rbor 
whore II wll •w•ll formation of convoy. Lui m•il, 1lon9 with bur •nd 
coh, wu loeded •boerd fust before 1!111 (•"'I 1n1pp1d illul for ahoveoff 

11hor1, the lo•dln9 11 S.lpan wont ahead on sc.hectulo with very low 
mlsldos. Mon wlll have lo sook out dock space wherever they can find 
II. Two (rl9hl fom~round) hlYt tlretdy "rttbd" out • i•tp. 

American 1119 on LST 8'4, Ith on •II ships, fli11 al hell-mast In respod lo 
'rosldenl ltoos1v1ll'1 1hockl119 dHlh on 13 April ts first echelon wu 
IHvln9 1t19ln9 ctmp. 



FULL MOON. With on unfettered heave-lo, lhi• unidentified mate •oan 
hi<,ih above the crowd In o perfect ex•mr,le of fin e form and •ynchronlta· 
tlon. While owoltln9 tho oft-doloyod soil nq ordo'1, the recrealton·mlndtd 
mon found !hi• •uro woy of pouln9 time ond ucapin9, al least, tempor-

OUTIN ~. 8attaHon officer• loin In another orofreo •wlm off LST ramp 
os word I• received the convoy won't be leovlnQ lodoy. When they left 
Hu'tneme 20 month• OQO, everyone had •wlmmln9 trunks, but that was o 
lonQ time 090, 

orlly, tho bll•lerln9 hoot of the Mariou •Un in April. Forfunoltly, the 
LST cr•w cooperotod wholoheortodly in lheH simple pleasures by 1Win9· 
in9 opon the 9roo l {aw• and lowerln9 tho ramp for one end all . 

COME WHAT MAY, the happy·Qo·lucky matu are apparently determined 
lo 91t tho most out of ooch day. On the eve of their dtporturt for 
bloody Oklnowo, the probln9 camera catchu 411 hand• havln9 a truly 
wonderful tlmt. 



SACK TIME. Nol qulto up to tho accommodation• of lho QUEEN MARY, 
perhop•, but 11111 • place lo loy a w .. ry body for • night's sloep Al 
so•. Nol lo bo cought 1hor1 In c•so ABANDON SHIP! 1hould btcome 
nocenary, vlrl114lly all mon sloop with most of lhir cloth•s on-vH 

PIPE All HANDS, Tlma to rl~e and shint aboard this LST hudad for 
Okinawa. Joo Morton hHttd on truck ub) rubs steep out ol hi• eyu, 
while AmbroH Gllluple (on hood) eumlno• his mus gNr. Tom Hinuy 
($aatttd on b;im~r) ties his sho.,ltln9s •• Oren A'Tlmorman finds now 

•ocb •nd shoa1 in mony inslucesl Some have "promotttd" strotchon 
from lSl Sick l•y ••d lie on top of r•mp ro esc•pe clo11nou of 
1lttpln9 computmtnh below. 

ust for the chalni by han9ln9 h;s helmtl from ••mt. Robert Johnson usu 
truck'• reor-view mirror In 1hovin9 and Kenneth Moy1s (face obscured by 
towot) lalJuroly drlu his head. 



GOOK MONEY. Frank Marlin (rl9hl) is 1hown receivin9 fen dollar< In 
mllltary (Invasion) curr1ncy In 11ch1n9t for the ten dottari in U. S. 
currency he wa1 permitted lo lake aboatd the LST on the fo.,...,d move. 
M1r1ln UHi hi1 "Invasion" cap to hold the " 9ook money"-a1 II wa1 

FULL HOUSE. Even the 1ome•hat narrow confine> of a LST comparl· 
menl offers fusl enou9h room for !hilt addicts lo participate in the top 
f1vorlt t of 111 shipboerd 91m11-,0KERI s .. ted with his back to c1mu1 .. ··-·· "··-· ............................. , ....... _ ............ ~''"'.. ( .... ,,. , .. ,. 

later dubbed on Oklnaw•. LST dhbursln9 offior counts out Frank'> p«llon. 
Chief Carpenter Olsen (wurln9 Ille belt, ri9ht) nu the tran1.tclion 
well do"•· No American money could be lafren a1hore. 

to rl9hl from Kerns) are: R.lph Htbtr1 Daniel S"'Hnty and Tony 
K1b1lln1us . Klbllurs (sl1ndln9) are: Jock dl9knife, John ("Boston" ) Lan• 
and Robert S .. 9u, frtd Wlllltms (left) hts tlrHdy hit the HCk, 



KNOTS TO YOUI A r•re •cone indeed lo most LST passengen is lhe hurl 
of lhe sturdy cr•fl ond the men who keep lhe 1 ... 0 1,000-honepower Gen­
eral Moto" 1n9lntc ln continuous opuatlon. LSTs, moving into such for­
w•rd are•• a. the Ryukyus, can ill afford lo experience mechaniul diffi-

ON THE ILUE HORIZON. Appro•imately one day out of Okina'"'•· unlh of 
the potent U S. Flett (dimly Hen off starboard beam) rendtzYous wilh 
oil and ammunition. tenden before ruumina flt• bombardme_nt th•" t..ev• 

cully. Etch 12-cyllndtr, V-typt engine turns ~ separate 1cr1.,-on1 clod­
whe, lhe other coun ltr·clock.,ise-at an average of 750 RPM>. Hert, 
"bl.ck 9an9" checks 9au911 and pumps. 

sured to st• 10 much convlncin11 evidence of U. S. might in the ri9ht spot 
-•ptcl•lly on the ri9hl side! An escorl maintaiJss corulanl watch •H•bt. 
It' , l• d l'lAw n fnf' J.af\An with •ti f,.. 1,._.__.1 



ALMOST THERE, land ls flnallr al9hlad dud ahead as necks are cranad 
and •ru ua strained for a first look •I Iha real Orient-only 370 miles 
south of Jap mainland! However, the relaud men are far more im. 
prused by tha racenl abrupt drop In temperature than by their first 

LITTLE OLD NEW YORK. On the tansa mornln9 of 17 April, Iha convoy 
pauad qulta close to the powarful baltla1hlp, U. S. S. NEW YORK, as this 

91impse of tho Rrukru" All men topside ha•• donned jackets to ward off 
chlllln9 wind blowin9 in from Ea1t Chine SH and the broad erpanses of 
tha Wutem Pacific, 

'4th and 17th Divisions of General ludner's hardfreued Tenth Army, Tlla 
combine~ Amo~ican and lrllish llHh no•ar ees• up as firln9 conlinuad 



THE INNER RIM DHd ahHd 27 days attar the Easler Momin9 invuion, 
Is Okinawa, keystone to the eh·euentlal Ryukyus and an inte9ral pert of 
Japan's INNER rim of dtftn••· Appertnlly more interested in a 9ood 
breekfe1I then In • 9ood look el BIVE, hun9ry men (ri9hl foreqround) 

SLIGHTLY CROWDED. Shlpmatts, travellln9 ap•rt for past week. art 
1hown e1chan11ln9 loud 9reetin11s as two of four LSTt transportin9 tht 87th 
pull a lon91lde one another prior lo tlleclln9 landin91 on the compara tive. 
ty narrow btechhted Just thHd. Thl1 shot, perhap1, better th•n t ny other, 

devour food In 9rHI quips. It 11 shortly after dawn and antl .. ircraft ere..,, 
ert prtperln9 to rtmove protective nocturnal hood• from deck artillery 
u " MHtballen" art due about thh time. 

rt•eols utremely crowded conditions on then ship•. The death baltte for 
1trete9Jc Oklnaw4 "'H now Into lh twenty.seventh day. No Jeu than 
SS days of 9 ru111Jn9 c:amp•l11nln9 were still ahHd before "" hland ,.ould 
be " ucured .'' 



All A80Alt0. Pocked lnto en amphlblou, truck in approved •ardlne 
fuhlon men ere pictured 9olng oshore for better or "'orse. After en 
outl•ndhh night of continuous olorts end K•mikaie attacks in the packed 
harbor, •II h•nds were exlremoly onalou• to got 4Shore and dug in at tho 

MAN THE GUNSI With twin 40·mm. ontl·•lrcra fl guns (pom-poms) on the 
LST •hipped for eclion, onolher overcrowded "Duck" prepare< to ferry 
more of the first echelon oshore. These gun• were the ship's sole dtftMe 
against Kemlkaie planH or hke bombs once the suicidal pilots had 

earllul moment. Not even the loll toles of Okinawa's inlen>ely polsonou• 
sntkH deterrod ihe Seobees ofter their "welcomln9 parly" to the Wulern 
Pocillc the previou• night . ThHe hondy vehiclu (DUKWs) are known es 
" Duch." 

broken through the formidoble "Piehl line" ringi119 the once peaceful fs. 
land . The Jops seldom went •lier LSTs In the early days as they were bent 
on ulling their llves in sinking destroyers, cruisers, 1Mittlewe9ons and 
cruisers. 



DELIVERY SERVICE. Hu90, 1ll9"lly awkward " Duch" waddle pad LST 
1029 lo proceed to o noarby ommunUlon ship whose car90'1 value has 
suddonly b•en enhanced by lncreuod Jap resistance on the southern 
bottlolront. All 871h trucks (oalortme left) ltavo fl•o·91llon wafer cans 

TERRA FIRMA. As friendly Morino wait ashore to groat their old Solo· 
mons buddltu, the Saoboes, another "Duck" approochos the buchhead 
road, which rs muddy from waler brou9ht up by vehiclos omor9ln9 from 
tho surf, Tho harbor at thft polnl WOI proctlcally empty u vlr1ually all 

rlrapped lo evuy available spot u advance Information lndlctlu • scare· 
ity of waler on Okinawa. Each man wo1 rottrlcfad to one can for thr .. 
days unlll battalion well-diggers could loca1e a suitable woter hole In 
bivouac er••· 

shippin9 wu con9re9oled as far 11 lho •v• could stt In more fovorablo 
waler further down tho Island . Hero, ot Okinawa, was seen the 9r14to1t 
concontrotton of shipping of tho enllre lrlp-lncludln9 Enlwelokl 
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FUTURE HOME. Unloading from "Duch'' that have moved them over 
wafer and land from the beached LSTs, the fiot ochelon inspects th e new 
camp silo al Bolo Point. Shollholes and •hrapnel attest lo the eflecliv•· 
noss of U. S. Naval bombardment. 

TIPPED OFF " 809iOJ" are over ovary niqht (usually all night), four matH 
tum up lo dh;i shatlo\'i slit trench. Unidenflflod male (u1ln9 helmetf foll) 
G . W. Jordan (picJin9J. Wllllam Bell Md Clarence Totherow will d 9 reei 
foxhole tom orrow. 

IN DICATE, DON'T POINT! Chief Kenneth Hon1ln9'1 survey crow 11 
" alerted" as their leoder sinqs out orders to the engineers stakinq out a 
new rood fo tho 87th supply dump. O thers are: Olivares, Ackerman , 
llollerhey, Harp and Thompson. 
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,..MONG THE PINES, fhe oxp"erienced 87th sell up sti ll another bivo 
until more permanent installations co11 b.. built. Tiny pup·l•nh spring 
all over the area as the veferon1 make lhom1elv.s at home. Date: 
April "4S. 

WHEN IT RAINED on Oklna1<a in late April, men clad In loul·wtofha 
9.ar, 1pent more lime outside socurlnq their hastily·pilched shelters tho 
under canvas . Accustomed to tropical downpours on the Solomons 8711 
look Bolo's rains in stride. ' 

NO PICNIC. Three Jfurdy GI cons, filled with bollin9 water, serve as 
sterill111s for men cleaning mus geer after oetln9 a meu of C-ratlon1. 
Vapor arhln9 from uns Indicates the low temperature durln9 first few 
waeb. 



OUTDOOR CAFETERIA. Continuous mud and no chow hall didn'I 
doter work-hun9ry mtn from 1t•ndin9 In lon9 lines for the dreaded 
C· ratto... Oehydrlltd food wu standard chow for the first few 
weeks until Comdr. Cook 901 fed up with unrelieved rations. too. 

All hods, lncludln9 officers and chlth, stood in chow lines with 
lht metes untll the second echelon 4rrived •I Bolo on 14 May. 
Then, thln9\ quickly r1•ort1d to norm1I as th e " pushers" ruumed 
their old trick" 

OUERSEAS TOUR REACHES smASHlnG CLlmAH AT OHlnAWA 
Tho Okinowo compoign wos on opporently endless series of rough 

ossignmenh For the veloron 87th Soobees-a m11d pace thot begon 
on 27 April ond didn't lut up until tho bottalion wos finolly inacti­
vated on 7 November, Tho unit was involved in many important 
construction projech south of Bolo Point. 

Amonq the10 wero two mojor oparotions--Yon111n Airfield, the first 
American-built bomb'lr strip on Okinawa, ond Bolo Airfield the mom· 
moth 8-29 strip noar Comp Bolo. The borlo ion also helped build 
Awoshe Airfield where the lbth Seobees requireci the assis:once o' 
150 operators ond mechanics fo, 45 doys. 

Every conceivable typo of aerial worfore wos wi1nessed by ,.he 871h 
ringsiders, The never·onding roor frOl'l1 tho doolh ,1ruc;gle around 
Noho and Shuri w.>s oudiblo doy ond night. l\rtillery concussion and 
con·inuous !lore over tho iloming bottlefront frequently resu.ted in 
lost sloop ol Bolo. 

Komikozo plonos, sometimes eluding the fomed · Pidet Line" around 
Ol:inowo in brood doyliqht, constantly tried for A1lied shipping in 
the neorby crowded harbor. Frequently, 11 withering curtain of flok 
would bo• in tho f11noticol inv(ldeH ond foscin111ed onloolers would 
cheer lustily 111 tho " Mo11tb11llors" exploded in mid-air. 

Al niqhl, •oorchliqhh hold onomy plonos in thoir rod11r-controllod 
beams until 90-mm. qunliw orMlld tho " Bogios." Flak dropped oll 
over witn 0 ro1momu \OtJnd. Then. 011oryono hil the foxholes--bul 
nover for lonq l Tho show wos too biq, 91uosomo ond fascina ting lo bo 
miuod undorqround. Fo1tu1111toly, the b111tolion'~ fabulous luck under 
fire con tinued. 

Gonerol olorms woro ci1culotod virtually ovory night afror the J aps' 
suicidal oirborno lnvaaion of Yonlon Airfield In M11y. After lhol night­
moro, motos slopt b1uido lo11dod piocos, ammunition, knives ond 
g&s·mosh. Less thon lwo mllos from Yonlon ond K11den11 end expecting 
the worse, Comp Bolo wos ringed with .nochino·gun pillboxes ond 
the guord wos doubled. 

Soon ohor Gonorol Buckner's shoc~inq deorh, tho isl<1nd was se· 
cured on 2 t Junt -82 d"ys oftor Eoster D Doy-but enomy raids con­
tinued until the end. Thero hod boon 281 J11p roids up lo lhot 
limo. 

Tho Okinowo operation c;o110 the 87th its second battle stor, one 
Logion of Merit, two Bronzo Stars ond fi11e Commend!l!ion Ribbon. 
before tho Pocific tour or.dad. 

And then one nc111or·lo-be-forgollen night-to August-as the mate, 
sighed over o lorrid dnomo love scene. elf rhe islond seemoo to e•· 
plodo into o scinlillotion lireworh exhibition, The sly wos miroculously 
<1bloto with modly whirling seorchlighh. Colorud 'rocers of oil colibors 
streo~<id wildly in every direction. Mony mode a scrambled rush for 
foxholes, This could be norhing le~s thon the all-out oir·borne in­
vosion so often pr~misod by Radio Tc.lyo! 

Thon. loudspooler) blorod the os1oundin9 news: "THE Jl\PANESE 
GOVERNMENT ARE READY TO ACCEPT .• .' Like an oll-en9ulfin9 
:idol wove, the stunned men surged out of fod•o'es wi:h hysterical 
shouts: THE Wl\R IS OVER! THE WAR IS OVER! Few nod oapecleci 
the end for onother sir monthr-;f thonl Surrender seemed incredible! 
Lurching in blind cir"•H, the mon were ol'\ln~ with mad, delirious 
joy. 

Noa! day. tho still eacilod men Nere ostour:ded io learn Iha• six 
had been Vilfed anci 30 wounded during lhe previous nights pre· 
mature celob111tion-ond tho! the war wos still on! 

Thon on 2 Suplomber, tho inovit11blo peace become official obo11rd 
tho U. S. S. MISSOURI in Tokyo harbor. Liko a lump of sugar in 
tho rain, tho 87th boqon slowly, but surely, fo dissolve. Mon 011er 
42 hod buon flown home in Juno, along with the eKcess personnel. 
Two small rotation qroups 11rrl11od, roloosing 27 mon. 

Tho 11 point dischorqo system become opero live amid loud squowks 
from votorons lonq 011o r1oos who woro rocoi11ing no credit for foroign 
sorvico. Simultonoously, rotolion and tho live per cent deol 11pporontly 
coosod. 

In loto Septomber, the battolion mo11od from Bolo Point lo Bolen 
Ko. On 9 October, the word typhoon in 20 years leveled Okinow11 
and the 87th comp. 

Finally, in thoir twenfy·sovonth month of foreiq" service-on 7 No. 
vombor-tho remoininq 36 I volerons loft for tho Stoles. 

Tho hordonod 87th-with more thon two yeors overseas-hod occu· 
piod o rinq\ido seat for the titanic Pacific slruqqle from •ho Solomons 
c11mp11iqn lo tho re>Oundinq atomic end ol Hirohito's own doorstop. 



, 

PASSING THE AMMUNITION. Mlllto ry u19os of oil a9u hove a9rotd 
thot on olrmed force fl9hls strictly in occordonco with the contont of lls 
collective stomachs. Thh axiom ,.,. never more In ordor than during the 
battalion's first low weeks at Bolo. It wu rations thrH mHIJ • day-

HOUSEWIFE'S LAMENT. If only Mrs. P•pe end Mrs. Spaw could have sun 
this homey llltte Solo scene, the t• blos -Y hove been turned on lieu ls. 
Popo end Spew upon their return home. Its w41h d1y In Officer• Coun. 
try! 8att.llon laundry Is stlll crated. 
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wuk In ond weak out-until plddlln9 amounh of fruh Jluff commenced 
111plno throu9h in rofri911ator ships. This break·out crew conlendod the 
87th consumed •I lust a carload of rations per day. 

PROOF. Few were disappointed thet more poisonous snaku weru't fouad 
but here's on~ that hrbtr Chtrlle (" Oty·Oock") 8oyd (rtot shown) shol 
on 9u.ard duly. Mn Fuller (left), sfx·foot-lour in height, measures dHdlr 
pit viper, auisted by P•t Dobbs. 



NUMBER, PLEASE! John Hatchor (foro9round/ puts through first call on 
switchboard In now undor9round communlcal ons c'tnler os Lieut. A. L. 
Davis, E Division Officer, ltils radio &el. Consl(ucted of sandbags, Jap 
rails, tic., this structure proved Invaluable. 

CHICKEN FEED, Olli• Bronn (loll) tnd Chtrltt Johnson tompt their pet 
J1p1ntH hon with K-rtlions. In relurn for such tlltnllvtntn, thHt "drum· 
stick ftrmtn" uptcl •• occtslonal 099 or two for tholr •fforfs. Trtns· 
lated altn rtads: P•OOUCE, 0, ElSEI 

BASIC needs of every now comp-like on adequate supply of purified 
waler, for ortmple-were taken core of in accord1nce w;th lhe cardinal 
principle of "first thln9• llrsl" Wiler department had their product In 
ump lhrH days after arrlval, Thora wero no complaints. 

variably boume fouled up bedly alter .. ch hard rain, 10 T Division's 
first proiecl was widenin9 end 9rtdln9 those roads. Above, J. C. hll 
(on 9rtdor) tnd Cl•udo Brown (on 'do10r) work in onc,e picturesque vii· 
l•t• of Ut<i. 

FOXHOLE DAY. The Jtps htd the boys up all night agoin as they tried 
for rtdar tnd 90·mm. lnsl1lltlion1 ttound ti.. rim of Bolo Point 10 all 
htnds lurnod out ntll mornlnq to reinforce tlrtady heavlly stndbtgt•d 
lo~holu. There were no " toldbrlcks" hero! 



•• 

DESTRUCTION FOR CONSTRUCTION. Thi< humble native homo was di· 
rectly in the poth of on urg ently noeded road from the mol n highwoy 
lo Camp Bolo. Aller b atta lion carpenter> had salva9ed all us1 blo lum· 
btr (olon9 with sou•onlr> and a colony of fleas!), ''Bi9 John" Winu 

DO NOT DISTURB. Cliff Engebretson comei dangerously close to disturb· 
Ing the p .. ce o f natl•• ancestors as be break• the solitvde by le"9ling a 
revetment tor o 9osollne dump. Thue nicely duigned tombs were found 
lu•t about l'f•rywhere on Oklt•ewa. 

1mo•hed his "dour In to this already shell·blasted dwelling. Meny notl•• 
homo hed to be demolished beC<luse of mltrtary necessity. but never 
without permiulon of hland Command. All notiveJ had lon9 since bun 
herded into compounds. 

SECOND ECHELON finally reached the naw scene of operatioM on t4 
Moy-17 doys ofter the advance wave urived. '"The Reilly Gang", •c· 
companied by "Tippy," " Queenie," "Bougie," "Bt.ckle" (above center) 
•nd 'Jlggs," were met by convoy of lruck.s al Gra y leach. 
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BAILING OUT the nbundon t mud from tho sub-grode after the big rains 
was noceuory boloro corollng could be resumed on Yonlan Airfield. Ralph 
Carter (on dour) pulls o pon ot crossing of the East-West >trip. Date: 
IS May 1945. 

TRIMMING dHp flll slope o l western end of lengthened, reinforced Jop 
strip, 1>n~ of mony 'doitrs pushes .snolhtr load o•er the side. This tem· 
porory musure hpl badly ntedod fleld from being cloud to all planes. 
P.lns (center) 9rodc new location • 

SKYMASTER orrl•ts for urly lendln9 on tllended Jap strip. In addition 
lo top·prlorily pasien9ers, C·541 (bockbone of Novel Air Traniport Serv. 
lce-NATS) brou9hl In b<ldly needed blood pla1mo and medical 1uppfitl. 
Returnln9, they evocuoled wounded lo Guom, 

HUDDLE. Lieut. Ben Markette (sealed on jeep). battollon transportation 
officer, discusses the general slate of affairs al Yontan with lieut. Lou!. 
Spaw, who is o•erseeln~ eng ineering aspects of rush project . Alreody 4,500 
fut of sub-9rode art finished. 

FIELD REPAIRS. Som Newman (atop his grader) watches "Porky" Cl•menh 
weld the under parts of his damaged machine. Frank He•ey ond Cltrence 
DHn (right), heavy duty mechanics, scrutiniu • defective port. Trllck 
(left) contain> complete welding equipment. 

SUPER-RUNWAYS. "Plummy Rods" of 871h survey ere.., HI up fill slehs 
on e section of sub·9rode for paving. Big fills on old strip kepi truch 
busy continuously. Meanwhile, pans have shaped up entire len9th reedy lor 
coral. The eirfleld makers are clicking now. 



MASS PROOUCTION. A typlcal lie.>vy yard<19e spread, pans in 
lhll shot often moved WO yards of Jap earth per hour. With fht 
work carried out in above grand manner it is easily understood 
how Yontan w<1s completed In such 9ratifyln9 time. Usin9 only the 

flnast equipment mannt d by the batta lion's most s..asoned oper.t· 
tors, the 9rade was knocked out In astounding time despite ad ­
verse weather conditions. Sl11ht of the wounded o n nre tchers ""'•ii· 
Ing a ir transportation spurted tho St abH s on. 

vonTAn AIRFIELD BUILT Arnio STRAnGLlnG WAR TRAFFIC 
When tho United Stoles forces c:omo eshore on O~inawa, tlio first 

oirfiold coptured intad was Yonlon Airfield, which consisted of threo 
corol-povod runways ond 11 number of toxiwoys ond hordslonds. 

Tho prize, however, soon provod lo bo loss effective !hon hed boon 
oxpocled. The Joponeso, with their usuol shorlsightod construction pol­
icy, hod built poorly droined ond lightly povod runwoys of 5,000 feol 
in length, suitable only for the oporolion of fighter pl11nes. 

Amoric:on fighters and pursuits fOOn jommod the field, perking wing 
to wing ond to ~ing off ol a rote exceeding ono por minute. in support 
of lho ground oclions of the front lino troops. l\t rhe some iime, the 
big, four-motored PB4Y2 Privolcers wore doing an excellent job ol 
oliminofin9 J op sh ipping. Their fossos from onemy oction were low, but 
oporotionol losses d ue to the short strips wore loo higli. 

Plons wore on hond for tho comploto rebuilding of Yonton Fiold, 
but under the circumsloncos it wos considered inodvisoble lo close 
such 11 vitol ond intensi11ely operelod fiold for reconstruction. 

Priority wos gi11en to 11 tomporory oxpedionl, which would pormii 
the bi9 plonos to operote with ltlss oporofionol loss. In occordonco 
with this pl11n, the 87th Seobees slorlod wor~ on 11 1.000-foot exten· 
sion to ono ol the JoF"neso strips. 

This 90110 tho big ships 11 6,000.foot runwoy on which to operoie 
until tho proposed heovy-bomber strips could be completed. Work on 
tho first heovy-bomber strip lo be built on Okinowo 'NOS storied ol 
Yontan on 15 Moy by tho veloron 67th oirfiold mokers. 

' Round the clock shifts were set up for operotors, grode mon 
groose•monkoys, fuel men, end mochonics. Flood-lightinq w11s pro­
vid ed end ovon tho sur11oyors workod 11 ! night . The gr11ding quoolifies 
wore vory li gh t for 11 strip of th is colibro. onobllo9 tho corol-po11in9 
spreed to slort work immodiotoly bohind tho excovalion oquipmont. 

Morole wos high 011d tho job moved oheod liko o smooth. well-oilod 
mochino. Fortunofely, only a few bombs foll ond then-IT RAINED! 
Thirteen incho~ fell d uring tho most infDnsivo period of construction 
end, of this totol, eight !ell in live doys. 

Poving work continued with only o doy or two lost, but sub·grodo 

263 

consfruction wos doloyed for olmo't 11 week. The reins fino lly lo t up, 
the ground dried ond l11te in Moy groding wos completed lo o point 
whore further work would involve dosing the existing North-South drip 
to oll oir troffic. Evon this wos orronged end Ifie groding procoodod 
until 11 few doys loler when on intorsoclion with the 6,000-fool long 
Northoost-Southwesl rvnwoy was r04chod. 

To dose this strip moon! closing Yonlon Field to oil oircroft lor9er 
then lighters, Therefore, !ho equipment w11s mo11od ocroiS it ond onto 
tho finol 1.200 foet of conslrucli.,n ol ihe northern ond of tho new 
liofd. This section contoined o large 11mount of heovy culling end o 
smell omount of groding ond finishing. This completed, the night of 
12 Juno orrived omid considoroblo excitement. 

Corol lrucks wore rocruilod from several botlolions end oll ho,to 
wos mode to povo tho intorsoclion of the two strips wiihout inter· 
ruplin9 Yonlan's heavy transport e>nd bomber tr11ffic. 

Niglit fighters ond petrols ftow in and out omong llio lruds ond 
lr11clors 1111 thr<>ugh tho hectic night. Se11er11I oporotors evon thought 
it 11dvisoble lo retire to the lee of Cols os the Hellcots come in of 
o mere twenty fool, end o cerfoin officer. cough! in lho middle of 
the strip, tried in 11oin to dig o foxhole in rhe corol poving-ifhoul 
tools! Tho! F6F come in 111 only TEN feof! 

All the core! wos ploced ond graded thot night ond tho shouldeu 
of tho new strip were ramped oui lo meet the groc!e of tho old, so 
!hot it might siill be usod while tho finishing touches were being put 
on the now one. 

Grodors ond rollers wor~od 611 day ond ell nignt. finishing o 2.000· 
foot sodion of tho runwoy, which included fhe intersection. Al lost, 
ot 0605, on 15 June, SAFEWAY SUE, o N11vy Privotoer, officially 
oponod the new strip by toking off on o polrol mission to Koroo. 

From thot moment on, Yonlon was os busy os on oirfleld con pos· 
sibly be. All three of the originol Joponese strips had been converted 
by then into toxiwoys ond tho new 7,500-foot runwoy wos now corry­
ing oll the lood. 

The 87th. with its vosf co1111lcode of oil !he components required for 
converting hills end doles, forms and towns, jungles ond rico-oiiddies 
into ligliting flying focititios, clonked off in seorch of new fields lo 
conquer. 
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LOAD AFTER LOAD of coral h dumped 11 ed90 of runway by som• of 
871h's 30 lrucb •mploy•d on btlltllon's first Okinawa assi9nment. Ono of 
hundreds of Corwir fi9hl•n of tho Merine Air Wing operalin9 from 
Yonlan fliu over. 

UP RADAR I Str1n9e looking, bulb·shap•d tlfair elfiud lo wing.tip of 
Hellcat fic;ihtor is 1clualty • Radtrsc.ope used by tho bellic;iaronl, 11111• 
fighters in turning Jap rtidors back during night fi9hlin9. Pans continue 
dragging out t:1ud. 

DYNAMITE CREW r•moves coral chunks from the graded paven:ont. 
Those pros•nl : Manuel Rivera, Old H•nry, Harry Joltoy, Sill Ustonborqor 
(\no•linq), Clar•nco Keller, Paul Arm11ton9 (on truck) Chie f Al Broom· 
flold, Leo 8urkt end Jimmy Boehler. ' 

THREE OF A KIND are cau9hl by alert EARTHMOVER camor1m1n as they 
dump 1ddilional pavin9 material across old East.Wost Jap strip. 8ulldo1or1 
will soon smooth pllu to required level. A F4U nic;ihl fighter ls shown 
parked nHrby . 

CON~TANT RAINS hav• turned 1ub-9rade Into a bog. Pans hove bHn 
brouqhl bod lo work over lh• wot coral. All fini1hln9 wotk Is ptnfically 
11 a standstlll, but tho 9an9 h loadin9 chunb of rod t•mov•d !rum 
surface to utlllt• time. 

TOKYO TROLLEY, A Curtiss Commando of tho Air Tr .. sport Commond 
(ATC) lakes off on o run to a rur base in the M1rl1n11. Mu Malh11 on 
T0-18 (loll) and G•n• Ron on 0·8 trim off ed9• of th• po••m•nl 11 tho 
work pro9ross•1. 



IN THE DUMPS, "Ke1k" Conine dumps a load of rough coral on newly 
conriructod access road Into Yonten bomb dump as Meredith Walls (.tend· 
Ing, left) chech Q"de. Oll•er Autry (riQht) operates the 'doter. A pile 
of 500-pound 48rlel bombs stacked in the re•etment may be seen, In part, 

FROM ABOVE, a comporati•ely small r,orllon of Yontan bomb dump is 
soon In this urlal •few token In May rom a PIFer Cub. Actual sections 
are quite well dispersed and rovated lo proven spread of fire In use 
of direct bomb hits. This shot re•tals felrly 9ood detail of how netive 

beyond two •ehlclts. Yontan Airfield, with ih multiple planes, tadw<11y1 
and hardstends, h shown In back9round. A loaded truck waits Its turn to 
beck into area at road entr•nce. 

farmers cultlvale tneor nicely 11roomed fields of beans and >wee! pol•· 
toes. These fields were torn up here and there where pre-Invasion bom· 
bardment had created sltHble craters. 



.. 

MISSION'S END. This is the Jap twin·•ngined "Sally" that pan· 
caked lo an almost perfect landing on Yonlan Held one night in 
late May when suicidal demolition teams attempted to wreck what 
was then most important airport on Okinawa. This was the only 

plane able lo effect a landing; all others were shot down near 
Iha fiuld. Here, a "cherry-picker," lowed by an 871h 'doter, drags 
the camouflaged plane from runway so busineu of war may con. 
tinue. 

nlGHT SHIFT ARE RlnGSIDERS FOR AIRBORDE 1nuAs1on 
Everything in lhe Yonlan seclor was throwing up a flak curlllin 

ihal night. The radar-guided guns continued depressing until their 
angle of fire became dangerously low. The 87th night shift 
crouched in foxholes near fhe strip. Sorne simply lay flat under 
their bulldozers. This was becoming o nightly occurrence, 

Suddenly a large ai rcraft loomed ogainst the moonlit sky. It 
d idn' t make sense. The plane was preporing to fond on the strip! 
Troub le or no t rouble, no plane had any b usiness in this roin of 
fire! The next few minu tes were a nightm11re. The plone skidded on 
ih be lly in the very cen ter of ihe runway with its lending gear still 
up ! 

It wos o Jop twin-engined "Sally!" Air-borne invosion I This was 
the debut of the Giretsu, the enemy's fonlastic suicide worrors. The 
Japs leaped out of this big ship while ii still screeched along fhe 
coral strip. They tumbled head-over-heels like racing carfweels, got 
up ond sprinfed into the darkness. 

Suddenly, from all directions, blinding flashes illuminated the 
hardstands. Gas lank~ exploded and parked p lanes became floming 

THE MORNING AFTER, patrols wore still combing area around 
Yonlan tor possible surY1vors of tho Girelsu after as wlld a night as 
PacJlic votorans had ever seen. This young Jap, wearln9 two am· 
munllion belts, was prepared lo sell his life doarly. 
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infernos. The Japs were destroying American planes with mog· 
nesium grenades and phosphorus bombs! 

By this lime Gls. Seabees and Marines were racing around with 
Tommy-guns, spraying everything in sight. The strip was b right as 
daylight. Four other J11p planes roared in. The ack-ack was more 
occurale this time. All crashed ot the edge of the :<rip and 
went up in flames, burning all the invaders-I S in eoch plone. 
However, twenty U. S. planiis were completely destroyed before 
the saboteurs were annih iloted. A huge fuel dump also went up in 
Homes. making the horizon g low fo r miles. 

W ith no meons of returning to their Bolo Point Can\p, the 87th 
night crew sweated it out on the strip all night. Come the down 
and the orea was 11 shambles. Dead Japs lay everywhere. The lone 
Jap plane !hot got in still rested on the strip. The remains of the 
burned American tronsports still smouldered. 

It wos later estimated that over one hundred of these Jap plones 
had begun the invasion trip. Fortunetely, only six managed to 
reoch Yonton Airfield. The rest were token core of by American 
night fighters-ond the potent " Picket Line" around Okinowo . 

SHOT DOWN bofore he could escape from scene of deslruc· 
lion, another suicldal Jap has sacrificed his all for hlr Emperor. 
Obviously a well·trained demolition man, he carried dynamite In 
small haversack, alon9 with plenty fuses. 



REMAINS of another enomy suicid•I croft that was blown apart in mid· 
air before it could land on runway are spread all over thiJ former Jap 
airfield. Loadod with airborne demolition troops, enemy plane was ma· 
neuY'edn9 for pancake landln9 when conver9ln9 cone of ack-ock cau9ht 

SCAVENGERS. Geor9e Sombrat and Sam Newman are cau9ht in the act 
of chhelln9 out a tow souvenirs from the wrecked suicide •hip. Using a 
sled9e hammer and a pinch-bar, the Seabos would appear lo be doing 
quite all rl9I II 

THE GIRETSU ("unsurpassed foyalfsh"). the speclal airborne attack 
units of Japan's fantutfc suicide warrlou, failed in their attempt to put 
Yonlon out of operation, but as the above picture lndicate1, the one load 
that succeeded in landin9 9ovo the Emperor his money's worth . Lon of 

--
It squarely, strewin<J the wreckage of plane and Its occupants over an 
utended area . Hore. 'dorerl and motor graders have commenced clearin9 
away heavy debris. A number of hu9e C·S4s were dedroyed by invaders. 

FLAMING YONTAN, as uen from Bolo only two miles away. flar•s up 
again as a nother lerrfflc erpfos\on rents oir with Jap-fired fuol and 
ammunrtlon dumps going up at regular intervals. Tha earth·jorrin9 ••· 
plosions continued far into night. 

Yonlan at such a critical limo would have been a costly >el-bock to 
American forcos. Detailed mops of the entire field, Including the most 
recent conJfruction proloch, were found on some dead Japs. 



1 
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INTERSECilON. This swupln9 view of Yont•n's main intenection w•s 
taken u rollen •nd 9r•de11 were finlshin9 up the last day. Here, the 
now 87th·bulll strip cronH the old East.West temporary runway. The new 
strip ellends to upper left. New runway wu opened to air traffic the 

YONTAN COMPLETE. This oerl•I view lahn several weeb alter the b•I· 
t•llon finished lh workl revuls the 'mmonlity and complelenen of the 
over1ll Yonl•n lnllallal on. The 871h·built drip is the dark runway e•· 
tendln9 from rl9hl fore9round lo left center. Blad.topped with a1ph•ll. 

followln9 d1y. A pl•ne h shown landing on small strip >00n lo be clo1td . 
Comdr. Cook (left) •nd p.,ty (Mitchell. Eovyer and P•nllaja) pl•ce 
their sl•mp of •ppro••I on the work. 

It bore the brunt of Yonl~n'i endleu traffic durin9 the lul critical rr.onlhs 
of the wor. Tempor•ry strip uHd durin9 construction (edendin9 off lo 
ri9hl) ls fined with lr•nsports •s It ls no lon9u used •• runway. 

. .... 
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FIELD DRESSING. Medics of the 94th Division •••mine • cuUAlty near 
the line south .. st of Naha. Prompt and efficient adion by thest front 
tine medic•I units odmlnisterln9 first aid soved thousands of lives. Jeeps 
equipped with two stretchers provided rtpld transpodotion of '"'ounded 

LAST TRIP. On lht dlshovoled outskirts of tho devastated capltel city of 
Naha • clusler of nallve bulldln9s surrounded the Sixth Mtrlne Di­
vhlon1s colltctln9 slttlon for its 1ver-lncrusin9 dead. Here, bodies were 
ldtntlfled end rec;ihtertd prior to burial . Properly l•991a, the usual· 

to field hospitals behind lln6l. Smote risln9 In back9round m•rh p ro9ren 
of battle. SINll 9roups of fl9htin9 men (loft uito.r) 91ther around rtllon 
box for noon chow. (EARTHMOVER photo9rapher took these shots In 
early Moy. ) 

llH were lhtn loaded into truch, covered with tarps and delivered to 
the Marine Cemetery 10 milts behind the lines. One such truck (left 
center) ls elrudy loaded and rudy to make the ntrf trip. 



EVACUATION. Corpsmen load a badly wounded sold ier onto car9 0 
truck for transfer to transport piano, which will fly him back to a 
r11r 1r11 hospital In tho Marl1nas . Despite 9rut care in handlln9 
strotchar, patient writhes In lntenso pain, dulodging his btanhts. 

J ap concroto shelter, "'"" protactad by s.ndbags, p:ovides ex· 
ctlfont sit• for evacuatio n point. Althouc:ih casua lties of this Und 
had b1com1 som1wh1t commonplace by May, men "'ere d ill unable 
t o concea l fufln91 of companion for • suffering mate. 

GRAY BEACH SHIP UDLOADIDG WAS HAmlHAZE DIGHTmARE 
Tho sound of hoovy orlillery come closor eoch doy. Scuttlebutt soid 

it wos only 10 milos ewey, then nine and finolly e mere six. For two 
weoks, this bombordmont continuod around tho clock without a brook. 
Thon, thoy wero only sovorol hill s awoy. 

Tho ominous booming end tho doy's frying hoat become exlremoly 
irriloting lo the night shift unloading Komlkoze-threolenod ships jom· 
pocked at Gray Boach. They loy ewoko end watched their mosquito 
netting swey from tho sherp concussion of eech selvo. 

The 87th supplies were being unloedod et Grey Beach only because 
bergos wore eveiloble there. It wos ocross tho islend from batiored 
Nohe herbor where the f1erco bettlo still reged. All Gray Beech cargo 
wes un!oeded in the compound el Reilly's Comp. Then, it was lrens­
portod by truck across tho islend lo tho mein comp et Bolo Point. 
Work stopped only for tho worst oir reids ond nover on Aweshe strip 
excopt during otlect During Mey end hell of Juno, the sirens seldom 
ogroed when reids were imminent or hod ended. Distont land elerts 
wore not "ofliciel" in lho congested horbor oroo. This meant ship. 
unloading doloils end compound crows hod lo continue working until 
a signel come lrom tho Dodmester. 

Somotimos. lond.bosod od-od wes heerd long before the olerm. II 
splashed block flok-puHs on thick clouds ebove the horbor. Then, every­
one in tho compound or around the docks would knocl: off to wetch 
an unperollolod dremo which usuelly losted only e few breeihteking 
minutes. 

Kemikoze plonos would dort out of tho clouds, weave in tho flek 
curtoin until tho best !ergots wore spoiled end then they would go 
into screaming divos. Usually, tho humon bombs would overshoot thoir 
targets end oxplodo with rosounding roers in tho seo. On o few oc­
casions thoso suicidal dooth- treps woro blasted e pert before thoir 
doomod occupenis wore 11 blo lo singlo out sultoblo iorgois. But their 
luck wosn' t elwoys bed-nor was thoir oim orronoous all the lime. 

Onco, ships on oilhor sido of tho ono whero the 87th wes working 
look diroct hits from Komikeze plones, but tho battalion's luck e9ein 
held fest. 

Theso fontostic eltech ploced o terrific slroin on the metes unloading 
tho ships. Thoy quidly lost weight end become haggard. And in· 
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A SOLDIER OF TH E EMPIRE llu by the side of • road in Iha • It· 
la c:i• o f Ahom•n below Shurl. Tropped by Marinu in the vill•c;i• white 
In the tel of snlp in9 , this f•na llc proforred this gharlly end lo sur­
ronder. 

ovitobly somo cr<ickod up under the nightmare. 
Tho work wont on, howover. Al night, ell hands frequently stood 

outside, we tchin9 tracers fill tho skies in en effort lo winq bombors 
caught in tho criss-cross of tho mony converging seorcfilighl booms. 

Hardly enyono romeined in foxholos during ihe lorger raids. lnstood, 
the men behoved like excited spectators ot !ome crucial football gomo 
bad homo. This foolish indifference to don9er end possible deoth wes 
certeinly not intentional. Ii wes simply o noteworthy example of 
cellousod corolessness. 



THE REAL THING. A Jap art lllory shell explodes just short of small hilt, 
throwlnq earth and rocks high Into the aor. Some moy bo soon taking 
co•er in order to avoid falling missiles; others gaic in flxod fascination 
al the torrible spectacle of wa r at first hand. Flame-throwin11 tank (right 

FIRST AID. Corpsman bathes eyos of nati•e "Oman temporarily blinded by 
white phosphorus grenade, Other medlt1 hold dressings. Holed up in c6•o. 
two Jap snipers llnally surrendorod when W. P. 9ronades wore tossed In. 
They brought thi s woman out with them, 

center. be11de truck) was moil effective of all wupon1 in driving dlo· 
hard J•ps from numorous tunnob and uves. An Americ.tn Hes In somber 
ropoto 11ndor blanket on strotchor. 

BLOOD SANK, Army doctor (wearrn9 lic;iht ihirt, left cenfor) obHr¥1S 
wounded soldier'• reaction a1 medic Injects pt.nma into blood slrHm. 
Shot lhrou9h hip whll·e on patrol, this soldier can thank donor of this 
pf.time for savlnc;i his life. This was price many Americans paid. 



VALLEY OF DEATH. Boyond Shurl ond Its lobulous costlc-chief slumblln9 
block to U. S, ouoult lorcos for wooks-96th Division troops finally hit 
open country ond roll up lor90 odvoncos. Horo tho fi9hlln9 eventually ro· 
solved into clunln9 up disor9onlzod pockoh of roslstance . Men are shown 

COMMAND POST. Front lint command posh wore o far cry from the 
comlort•blt bllltts of rur ar-..s. Conlldln9 ol o few dispened pup· 
ltnh, hl9h rtnkin9 offlctn, .u well as enlisltd ptnonntl, lived a really 
d•n9orou1 uhltnct. 

~~··· 
• •• 

or9onilin9 another patrol to mop up 11111 further 01 main biittlo movu 
ohood In distance. Dob1is marks overnl9hl bivouac silo . Once Noho· 
Shurl lino wns smashed, the and was dollnltaly In 1i9ht. 

·-

EXTERMINATION. Allor hurlin9 potent .. chol of dynamite Into the mouth 
of a J•p-occupitd cavo, !host two comwl veterans dash for COVtr lo 
osc•pt Oyin9 debris when cha19t o•plodts. Last man was killed • momtnl 
l•ltr by J.p sniper. 



TANGLED •nd broken J•p•n•s• telephone line.t are completely i9nored 
by these enor9etlc M•rlne Hnemen •s they prepare to strin9 up new 
Amorlc•~ wire In th... blasled outskirts of Naha, the problem of clean· 
i119 up such •n enl•n9led mass was loo 9real, time was too valu•ble •nd 

NAHA, lhe once thrMn9 capital of Okinawa with a population of 65,000 
form erly boasted a university, modern buildings and beautiful parks and 
9ardens, When Marines and Gls finally secured the city, after the lon9ost 
and bloodiest sle9• In lhe Pacific (12 days). they found complete devuta· 

communlc•tions were desperately needed to the weavin9 front line. There­
fore, only the J•p poles ••• utilized. f.ollo..,ing hard on the heels of es· 
seult troops, these linemen were kept bu1y day and ni9bt. 

!Ion everywhere. 
dence of former 
centr•I horizon. 
were 111,351, 

Only a few Isolated roof fops remained as mule e•I· 
Jap pro1perlly. Enemy radio lowers may be sun a9elnsl 
Total enemy 9round lone• durin9 Olinawa campal9n 



ON TARGET! Formidable 75-mm. howllters, omplecod near once prosperous 
lecquor m1nufecturin9 plant (b1ck9round), are blaslin9 impregnable Shurl 
Cutlo on dlstenl horizon. Gun crow In 1bove picture rests be1"'een sal•os 
end finds smell comfort from sun's reys under Jap sou•enir umbrella (right 

PRAYERS OF THE WICKED. 8otween theso pillars Naha cllirens once trod 
on 9r11n 9rass lo visit formal 9ord1n1 and worship 11 shrines and 
templos. Here, thelr osteomed shrlnos l1y gulled end in bettered ruins 
from Amorlc1n 1hellln9 i nd bombln9. 

of howitzer). Clin9ln9 lo e1ch foot of ceptured terrain, the melchloss 
Merinos ll•od, endured and fou9ht for w .. b amid such scenes 11 this. 
Flnelly e••n tho Shurl llno crumbled and for all practical purposes tho 
c•mpai9n was over. 

CLOSED FOR REPAIRS . Naho's City Holl, 1llenl and ghostly with windows 
1h1tter1d end door~ fltred 10011, remains standing despite lotrtflc born· 
berdmont and shell1n9 for many woeks. Two souvenir hunters, unmlndful of 
KEEP OUT sl9n (loft), are 1bout to enter. 



BUSINESS DISTRICT. Centered In m•ln bulinus area of Naha. the for· 
mideble a.nk of J•SMn st1nds as a shell-pocked monument lo the folly 
of J•p •99reulon •91lnst 9r.,ler netions. RemaiM of Naha'> l•r9ut 
th .. tre may be uen •I loft. 

DESOLATION. Onct embattled Naha·s crowded residential section prtHnled 
an oppollln9 scene ol dt••slatlon and ruin alter Marines and soldle" ol 
lhe Tenth Army were lhrou9h with It In June. The capital wa1 a primary 
lar9et for continuous 1hellln9 from baltluhfps and cruiiert opu•ling close 
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GOING MY WAY? Chief John Porter. reputedly best ihol wilh h•nd 
w .. poM 1n the t7th. oflu accompanied visiting group• lo southern b•lll•· 
lronlL It w•• wfery first lo have Porter along. Hue. he thumbs ride 
back to lolo Point. 

ofhhore and lnceuanl bombin9 from Yonlan and Kadena durln9 the 
furious w .. h ft wos under attack. After preliminary blastings, civllfan1 fled 
Into hfll• only to find them11l•u In 9realor danger from flame·lhrowfnq 
t•nh. 



THE UNIVERSITY of Nalwo .,., oot 1p.red io the releotleu drh•e 191ioit 
the ctplttl city. Oe<oltle ••d 1htll-toro. the former et•ttr of J•p hi9htr 
educttlon n""' 11rve1 tl • communlcttlon center for Amtrletn force, op· 
•••tln9 out of Ntlwo •9•ln1t Shurl. Tre11 (central fore9round l "'tte ooct 

CHlllSTIAN INTEGlllTY. Tht moll 1ttrlllo9 1i9hl In lhe hurt of !ht tn· 
nlhll•ted city "'" this comparttlvely loltci Chrhtlu church with ih spire 
tnd crou 1tlll proudly erect deiplte numerou1 1h1ll-pock1 on lt1 1urfact. 
Once o µltct of diYl•t wonhlp, the church soon bec•mt hHdqu.rlers for 
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objects of 9rett beauty, but they no"' stt•d •• 9rol11que remlnden of • 
1plendor dtfinltely pt<t . A fNrty of •d•tnturuome 17th SHbt•s •re Im· 
preutd by so much desol•lion •mid • former 1etnt of culture. 

• mobile laundry unit. However lht m•ln portion of tlft 1tructurt wt< 
con•erltd ioto • smtll mo•lt tht4trt. Two Gh (rl9hl ct•ltr) w•lk lthuttly 
•lo•9 • 1lr11t lo th• rt••9td city. 



UNIEATAILE J•ps r•lrHlin9 south from Naha lo take up final positions 
blew up this con<rete brld91 to hamper the American dri•e. Th• unbMt· 
•ble Army En9lnHrs reduced lost time lo a minimum by lhrowin11 • pre· 
fabricated hlley brid91 o•er the chasm in record time. It wu imper•ti•• 

THE ORIENT. This hu111, concrete entrance to the major Shinto shrine In 
Naha not only wu symbolic of the Orient, but It ser¥ed a dual purpose 
for •1111ronl•1 M•rlnes who habitually put e•eryfhin9 to use. First, It sup· 
ported the mue of communication lines extendin9 throu9hout the burned· 

th1t troops •nd suppllu be rushed throu11h this bottlen·ack before the con• 
fused enemy could consolidate hiJ new linH. loaded trucb and jHps no"' 
speed o•er Au1to Gawa en route to the front. 

out clly, and secondly, II ser¥ed as an anc.hora9e for a far11e Red Cross 
llac;i . The loller denoted a lltld hospital nearby. Gutted Naha Unl•etslly 
Is In bockc;iround Island was secured 21 June. 



B 0 LO Fl E LO 

THE B-29 STRIP 



PRELIMINARY 1urvoy for Bolo Flold , which ran through village of J lma, 
wos 1,700 foot oost of silo whoro B-29 1trip was fina lly built. Membors of 
Chlof Poul Sowers' (loft) 1urvoy 9an9 shown a re: Sam Fields, August 
Kofor, John Borhr. 

BEFORE CONSTRUCTIO N commtnced, tho gonoral site for th e new airf!old 
looked llko this. This view was tthn lookin9 so'uthwest toward tho East 
Chino Soo and fomod Grton Beach whero Americans made initial Easter 
Morning londln9s. 

HARVESTING. Wldtspreod vt9ttoflon, consi1tln9 prindpally of swut po­
tatoes ond beons, Is rtmovtd from sub-grade site by pans as 87th ts· 
somblos mt1imum skill ond powtr for tll·out ououll on what Is to bt lh 
lost wtrtlmt profocf. 

HEAT TREATMENT. A native village was squarely in tho cont·er of tho 
proposed silo for th o B-29 strips, so Malaria Conrrol 9ave It tho hot.foot. 
8urnln9 ol thoso abandoned villages was advisa ble b~cou1c of lloos ond 
other vermin , 

GRAND OPENI NG. A po,.er·shovel starts cutltn9 Into ont of tho two 
coral pi ts lhot ert to provide all paving maferlol for the Bolo fob, Do· 
mollflon 9an9 drills hole for charge to loosen up solid portions ol tho 
coral formttion. 

AT LAST. Actual work on hlo Field commtnCH on 19 Junt tfltt mtny 
foist sttrh ond lht 87fh's lost direct cofttribution fo,.ard winning the .,., 
h wndor woy, Hort, shotpslool roller compad1 fill behind 12-yard ptn 



JO DAYS ALLOTIEO. Perfect woathor for lar9e scale earthmovln9 
preva iled durln9 virtua lly all of tho 30 doys ollottod for tho con· 
slruclion of Bolo's first 8-29 d rip . Tht socond of the twin strips was 
sta rted , but cancelled by war's •udd on end in Au9uot. Here, sub· 

9radt construction i:I be9innin9 to shape up u 9roat pans con· 
llnuo mokin9 cufs fro•m h19h spot still vuible a t loft center. Scenic 
fl t lds •hown in landscape scene (opporlto po9e) have disappeared 
entire ly. 

comPLETED BOLO FIELD HELPS HOOCH OUT JAPS 
Fifty.two long deys after the 87th londod on O~inowo, work wos 

storted on its main job. It wos lo be II twin B.29 strip with ell tho 
occessories. 

Fighting on Okinowe hod sleodfostly refused lo follow the blue· 
prints loid out by tho High Commond. Construction plons. likewise, 
hod lo bo to ilored to fit the ever-sh ifting poHorn of bottle. Rumored 
os bound for YoMboru, then Noho, it wos with o greot sigh of re· 
lief tho! tho 87th wos finelly ollowed lo si n~ its teeth into the Bolo 
Point job. 

During the six weeks thot controversy regod in the high pieces. the 
bettolion hod been occupied with Yonlon Bomb Dump. Roule No. 6 lo 
Tho Front ond Yonlon Airfield-ell mojor projects in themselves, but 
not THE JOB. 

Oporolions on Bolo begon on 19 Juno by dooring tho ruins of the 
town of U10 from lhe righl·of-wey ol the northern end of the pro· 
posed $trip ond rough-groding a 500.foot section. On the sE.cond doy, 
work wos transferred to the opposite end, primorily ber11use 1hc 

Seventh Morine Field Depot supply dump hod not been doored suffi. 
cion tl y $0 tho l work could begin there, ond secondly. o Jop cove hod 
boon discovered boneelh tho strip, which hod lo be collopsed ond 
filled in boforo work could continue. 

Enginooring problems on Bolo wore more complex ond voried !hon 
on eny proviou; strip job the 87fh hod ladled. Broken. hilly terrain, 
rice poddios 011d underground seeping wolls provided e lough drain· 
ego onglo. This wes solved by sinking 9olvoni1od culverts in ditches 
cul ocross tho strip-in mony spots os deep os 30 feel-lo corry off 
excess wolor ond provid~ o solid bottom for the enficipoled Super· 
loris. 

Ono of fhe most form id<ible obstodos wes e hill of solid coral 
fou nd in the runwey ot the south end. On 28 June, lhe smoll 871h 
shovel wos pu t to work he re, end with live Eudid Diesel trucks ob­
tained from tho IOlh Novel Construction Brigode. poving was begun. 
It wes 7 July before the 87th's two big Northwesi shovels returned 
from Aweshe Strip on Budner Boy. Up lo this point, poving had been 
definilely logging. However, four more Eudids were procured end a 
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Iorgo deposit of c:orol was discQvorod between the !'trip and " B" fe~i­
woy. 

W ith three shovels going full blost ot the conveniently locotod corol 
pit. Euc:lids began moving tho finish "stuff" on on unporolleled scole. 
From here on in, these chugging gionts chased the "pons" down tho 
strip. pouring out coral 115 lost os sub-grodo could be loid. Tha males 
wore working el t·op speed on Bolo, anxious lo see the B-29s teke off 
for Jopen from their own bockyard. 

Due lo their h11ir-ra1sin9 experiences on Yonldn ond conslonl worn 
ings from Intelligence oboul expec:lod air-borne attacks. men rode thoir 
mochin1» with looded rifles. gos-masks ond helmets wifhin a rm's reoch. 

A convoy sysiem for bringing mon fo ond from work on tho "gravo­
yord" shift wos inouguroled <1ftor ono of the officers hod beon shot 
llt while on his munds os 0. 0. D. The sniper wes never brought to 
oorlh, but e grMI deal of .30·cofibor ommunilion wos expended in 
the attempt. 

Air roid alerts occurred frequently 111 nigfit, but raids woro not os 
prolonged or intense es during the three previous hectic months. 
The only known 1:11suolty wos Dowoin ("Big Rod" ) Buottenbach, who 
collected two shiners .. rid o locdrolod nose diving under his 'dozer 
whon flek fell loo close one memor11ble nighl. 

Hoff tho strip wos coroled by July ond tho other half wos either 
reedy for coral or in lino! st<19os of "cuttin' end llllin'.' 

Hore, tho Yenkee special formula for superior strips w<1s resorted to 
onco more. Four lrucu were rigged wilh I ,200-gollon pontoons 011d 
sprinkler ollochmenfs. Solf-wofer froofment wos given the cor4f 11/ter 
tho finol grading end beforo rolling. This binding process. often used 
with such success by the 87th, produces the festest surfoce known for 
hondling oircroft. 

On 19 July and well ohead of schedule, !he lost loods of corol woro 
shopod ond groded ond tho fir5f B-29 strip on Okine\Vo wos ready. 
The Bolo job wos soundly licked by the unboolable combination of 
"know-how" ond the high spirit ombodied in the 87th who did tho 
job will! one eye on tho project ond the other on the long-onlicipoted 
trip homo. 



"THE MUCK GANG" was Chief Frank Rychlak's men-of-•11-work crew 
shown 1111mblln9 36-lnch corru91ted pipe used in dr1ina9e. Above 9rour 
includes (loll to rl9hl): Rychlek

1 
Settp Appelian. Jim Dalton, Joa DeMas, 

Lauro! Leonard and Dalo Anaerion. (The latter was later killed in • 

RICE PADDY. This obtlaclo, h1tmless In appearance, but a formidable 
obriructlon to rapid conslrucllon, had to be drained before strip could 
crou over. A l2·y1td pan h doln9 prellmlnary cutting on culvert ditch 
before backhoe laku ovor. 

querry occldont. ) A v1rsatll1 "seadog" of t!>e tattooed Nevy. Chief 
Rychlok was Chief Feature Writer on THE EARTHMOVER's editonel tlefl, 
contrlbutln9 many of tho mejor stories in thi• volume. 

HEADS UPI "Tho Muck Gang" lowers another drain191 section Into tho 
completed cal orcavatlon. When the galvanized section reachu bot· 
tom, Chief Rychlak wlll order "all hands below" to move pipe a Hiiie to 
tho port or e trifle derboerd 



TOUGH SPOT. Preparln9 to blast •tubborn udlon of shale in center 
of another draln•9e ditch, demolition craw is sinkln9 12-fool holes into 
rock. Handlln9 chatterln9 tackhamma,. In Intense heat w•• ruq9ed duty­
•••n for '"Mush"l 

DIVERSION DITCH. The ditch thot carried water away white metal drain• 
were b1ln9 ln1tell1d Is shown In rl9ht fore9round, The pans have com· 
minced flllln9 In hu91 cut which wlll be brou9hl up lo 9rade when 
culvert work hu b11n completed. A1 lut u backhoe throwi aarlh lo one 

"LEND A HAND. FELLOW!" The 9oin9 II rHlly to'llqh here so Vic Ter· 
rel! (left) and Relph (" Mu1h" ) Muclarelll (ri9ht) tum up on • drill, 
and du1t rHllY be9ln1 lo ny. 

1ida, a 'doter pu•h•n It Into the low spots. Peculler lookin9 pine trees 
(ri9ht b1ck9round) appear In most Okinawa drylinu. Thunderhead• loom 
on horizon, but fortunately the r•ln held off. 



DOWN THE MIDDLE, A 2~·yard shove l digs handy paving cora l 
rl9ht out of tho mlddlo of what will soon be a B·29 runway. This portlcu · 
lor hlll furnished onou11h cora l lo completely pave the first 3,000 feet. 
When this spot wos lovtlod lo grade, a now coral pit was opened nearby. 

STRAIGHT AWAY. Invaluable pan1 ore seen 9radin9 just east of coral 
hlll shown above. Throuqh clouds of dust (left). fast rolling truch may 
bt sttn rlumpln9 loads of coral at start of runway. Some bulldin9s ond 
ltnh of tt.e Stvtnlh Marlno Field Depot aro dill hero (felt and right). 

SOUTH END of runwo begins to i.kt on a semblance of grade com· 
plttlon ofter o su•tt lntd 1l•g• of clurlng, cutting and filling. Coral (left 
center) cemt from huge dralna9e cut and was sprud by pans as ptt· 
ludt to l:.tt•~ loyln9 of coral by h\<cls. light towers (cenlat) provide 

which conta litod ample matorla l lo complete all paving. Every natural ob· 
stoclt-from o rool swamp to solid rock- was encounltted dutlnq th o 
Bolo fob. 

but the ltolhtrntck1 art cltarln9 out fast. Telephone lines still cross run · 
way/ but wlll soon disappear. A grademan a1td an equipment operator 
con er wllh o profect officer in foregro'und. 

adaqutlt Illumination for regular night shill. A flotilla of wor·loodtd 
LSTs m1y bt sttn In harbor beyond project site. These awkward, but 
lndlsptnstblt •Hsel1, wort sttn all o•er. 



llG PIT. A 2!1.:-ytrd shovel •nd • small llHI of Euclid lr11<b •rt work· 
in9 out hu9e portions of coral at spot known as "the bl9 pit." This site 
1upplied cortl for most of runway, plus conntdin9 link with w'UI t .. iwty. 

IN FORMATION Th1H monstrous Eucllds slmultoneo111ly dump 30 ya1d1 
of pavln9 coral onto strip ot • slngle clip. This would be enou9h mo• 
lttl•I to pave en tret of runwty three feet lon9 ud 200 feet wide. 
Thtst lhree "U•u" were piloted by Lyman Dalley, John Radel tnd John 
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Three shovels worked around the clock htrt ts the comparttl•ely 1hort llaul 
9uar.ntffd • continuous line of waltin9 truch. Ona dipper of Hrlh from 
this sllovol would fill •n ordinary truck, but Euclid1 hold four. 

Proffitt. II would ha•• been lmpoulble to complete the lint 8·2' strip In 
JO dtys had II not been for the timely •ppeerance of these •i119.sl11 
vehlclu. 



mEn, mACHIOES ADD EARTH comPRISE AIRFIELD BUILDIOG 

TAKE r...OVERI Shovel operator and his oiler curl up inside hu90 dipper 
(left foro9round) 41 domollllon crew 'hooh out a tou9h baby In conlor 
of runway. Heavy 'loel of bucket provides amplo protection a9oln" flyln9 
dtbrl,, 

Fill 'ER UP I Operator Henry St11!1 {on 9 rader) watch" Bob Pelolelll 
91 .. hi' motor a lon9 drink of dlutl Paul Krueger {al left) operelu the 
weird lookln9 "cookie culler," which did everything including what II 
w.s built lo do. 

PINCHHITTERS. A cerponler crew ii del•iled lo work •t e common lebor 
job-1inkln9 on• of lour power end communicofio"' condulh runnin9 under 
tho strip. loft lo rl9hl: A. Thomp,on, lo-,;ell Ceble, An9olo ln,olaco and 
Wi lliam Beard. 

OOWN THE LINE. Four of battalion's five motor graders ere 1nepp1d in 
echelon •• thy urry • nice windrow of good lookin9 core! . Al the con. 
troll (left lo rl9ht) : C. J . Rominger, Chu ler Waiki"', Chutor Pope end 
Sam Newmen, 



. 
" 

ON THE BAll. Gradu ond roller opu•lors tHrt but effort lo 9et every· 
lhln9 In readlnou for lhe flnol pevinq •s Suporlorh ere soon due. Wif. 
lle111 Youn9 (on rollor) slonds for better viow as machine comes near a 
vr•de 1t•••· 

CAllYINGS The slopln9 hillside at northern end of hlo tunway i1 beln9 
cerved owey by o battery of pan1. Earth from this c11ttln9 operation Is 
belftq h•uled leltword lo flll In connectln9 ramp with we1torly tulway. 
Eventually, thi1 entire hill hed lo bo cul lhou9h to connect with eHI 

DIGGING FOR NUGGETS. A \•dltammer crew Is remo•lnq hud rocks 
from 1urlect of runway. Thu• ' nl99erheads" cropped up durlnq bl•din9 
end hed to be du9 out. The holet were !hon relllled with fltm coral and 
the rocb thrown owoy. 

STINSON GRASSHOPPERS were linf plenu lo use Bolo Fleld. Durin9 
very first w .. k of con1trucllon 'Hoppet1 landed and look off on well 
1houldor of 1tolp, Clyde Pemberton inspech mite from his 'doaer H Chief 
Ken Hensin9 crouches. 

lariway, Bolo Point eppHn In bad9ro..ad (et rl9ht) with alrpon pe,;. 
meter road windi119 elo119 the shottlint , Lo119 while llne of co"I rttf 
(left) stands out In waler. 

GETTING SAlTY Spr;nklln9 end rolllll9 ol the 9leted runwey co11tinued 
dey end nl9hf es lht completion of the project nHrtd • record btt0kin9 
end. Three of IN battalion's four woter sprinklers wet down surfece with 
soil water. 



THE SIGN, "Invented" by Comdr. Cook, the 871h's publicity.wi .. •econd 
•kipper, •H the t•lk of Bolo Field for rrwny days. More than once higher 
•lllhoriltu thrutened Its removal but it was still there .,.hen the job 
ended, l•ll•llon pr•nbters were lorever addin9 the e<citin9 word HOME 

WELL DONE, I OYSI Comdr. Cook (In jeep a t ri9ht) 'iivos completed 
south end of Bolo runw•y the once over as only an experoenced con1truc­
tlon veter.n could do, II wes lndud • rare day in June (or July) when 
THE MAN dldn'I vl>lt his favorite project now that Yontan ..... no longer 
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• il .... 

•fter "LET'S GO" and " Cookie" had ii removed iu•t as often. Four rollers, 
four gr•ders and lour sprinkler trucb are stretched olll h•lf the length 
of the tlmost (seven·•lghth>l completed run..,ay. 

e point of re9ular vlslt•tlon. Lubrication trucb (ri9ht center) , which 
regularly service equipment on lar<J• jobs like Solo, may be IHn fllin9 
up 1ome of the rolling stock. 



FIRSr CARGO PLANE, • twln·motored C·47 (Dou9l1u). makes emer9· 
ency landin9 on Bolo Field after beln9 unoble lo locale Naha Airfield 
durln9 sie9e of Inclement w14ther that de<cended upon O•inawa immedi· 
ately alter 8·2' 1trlp wH put 1nto oporotion. ln1pectin9 the project after 

7EAMMATES. s .. btH build the e lrfleld1 and the nye" put them to "or• 
a9alnst the harried enemy. Here, the crew of THE SIOUX poses for THE 
EARTHMOVER cameramen with the 11th edmlnldrell•• heod1. Thh plane 
el10 made emer9ency lendln9. 

a .... of 1tcedy rain, Comdr. Coo• and Lt. Comdr. James Dou9las, new 
87th exec. (left) , were on hand to wo•• o heorfy 9rutin9 lo the crew 
of the big transport. (The sl9n Is still lheral) 

THUNDERBOLT rllol climb• out of P-47 li9hler after landin9 on Bolo fol · 
lowing succeufu completion of another minion. One of a squadron of 
Thunderbolh operalln9 from the 1·2' atrlp, lhHe planes flew in support of 
the bomben 



BLACK STUFF. A crone p leb up three opened barreb of ready asphalt. 
HHll:I '"just so" In lor9e boll.,s, mirture is then "'" off into tank trucb. 
Gr•ders back9round) 9 lve runwoy o final " facia l" before the asphalt 
loppl09 h opplled. 

FINAL APPLICATION, Black·foppln9 of the completed Solo runway Is 
started al northusl section of the strip. Towed by a 10-wheel truck, traller 
ltnk h11 • sprlnkltr <1tlochmenl that spreads a 10-fool sedlon al a sln9le 

' 

OPENING DAY. Usln9 hammers and chisels, Subus open udleu drum• 
of surfacln9 malerl•I. Thousands of drums .,.,, used as porous corol ob· 
sorbed hu9e quantities of asphalt. A regular mi~n9 plant was soon bull! 
•I N19ahom1. 

swoop, Tank operator rldt1 on a rear platform where he controls flow of 
the asphalt by muns of valves. Visitors seemed lo enioy walching lhil 
procus u they flochd lo lolo Point from all parh of Okinawa. 



LOOK HOMEWARD ANGEL, first 8·2' to use Bolo Field a~er its com· 
pletion, h•d flown lrom S•ipen on a mbsion over Formosa. Its tail a •· 
umbly shot up ovu the t119ol( numerous flak holes end a dud engine, 
the Suporforl was forced lo oo•o ih formation on route back lo lhe 

GOING UP. Bolo control tower nnally be9lns lo lake shape despite tho 
AAF chan9ln9 lh plans four limes after conslrucllon had started. With one 
section In piece, a crane llfh the other side and soon the sections will 
be tied toc;aelher. 
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Marlene• •nd ended up by cra1h·l•ndln9 on Bolo. Named by crew ed· 
mlrers of the l•te Thomes Wolfe's immortal flrsl novel of the same name. 
the bl9 ship has lull bHn towed In for repairs. 

TIE HER DOWNI As fr•mework nears completion, slai,. are installed •nd 
deck for r•dio 9enuetors bul!I . Cement 9an9 shovels mil into hopper for 
concrete b•se lh•t wllt help anchor tower when Okinawa typhoons come lft 
September end Oclobor. 



CUTTING ON "C" tulwoy 9011 aheod as pon1 cut out adjoinin9 hard · 
•lands on tulw•y 1011 of tho complotod runway. Most battalion equip· 
mont hes bttn movod lo this now locatlon. To the ri9ht of li9h t lowor 
•rt a low romalnln9 pllts of asphalt barrels. A rooter, pulled by 'dour 
(rl9ht conltr), soflons up tho cut for pens. Tails of the new Dou9tas A-26 
•lt•c• bombor1 (far rl9ht) trt btroly diacornable. The taxiways at ri9hl 
•rt 1lr11dy compltltd ind r11dy for occupancy. 

BOTTOM. THE EXTRAS. A coral shell behind a hardstand on "C" tul· 
way pro•ldts tint 9rade of coral for pavin9 of remainlnc;i h.,d•land• ond 
tu ways. With lh 1quedron off on a mission. a lone Muslanc;i fic;ihttr 
st1nd1 •n solitary splendor 19ainst ocean on "B'" la1iw1y (far left, back· 
c;iround) , Pans at rlc;ihl aro cullinc;i out additional hardstand• on tart side 
of l•ll••Y· Culvort (left) Is autmbled f<>< draina91 undtr la1iw1y. Smtll 
'doatr clears roc•s from rlc;iht·of·way lo keep traffic flowlnc;i . 



COMING ANO GOING. A11 empty truck hHd< back to the pit for •A· 
other lo.d of cor•I u • full vehicle tur111 Into a hardrland lo dump ih 
burden. This I< • 9ener•I •iew of unp•••d ta.iways and paved hardrlands 
lookin9 1oulh, lolo Field proper ls •t ri9hl. Sheep<fool rollu (forec;iro"nd) 

LOOKING WEST ocrou lolo Fleld to the East China Sea, a 2Y..-yard 
sho•el loads o Euclld with ono of lul loads of coral used. A I !1.:-yard 
sho•el (rl9hl) dl91 dirt oul of lut hardstand. In 1943-44, Slirlinc;i Airfield 
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is etu•hln9 hunb of cor•I •nd comP.:Jc:lin9 the pa.in9 '° c;iraders and 
rollers can •pply flnhhln9 touchu w1lhoul undue obrlruc:lioa<. Soon 8-2's 
from India •11d the M•rl•na• will •rri•e. 

wu completed In 1he Northern Solomons with only 'Yi-yard <hovels. How­
•••n, by the time the 17th star1ed Bolo Field, the battalion was outfitted 
with one 2~·y•rd shovel, one I ~·yard sho•el and live o/o-yard shovels. 



AERIAL OF comPLETED BOLO FIELD SHOWS B-29 STRIP In FULL USE AGAlnST EnEmY 

BOLO FIELD never rHllJ served lh Intended purposo of 
1:~~~i~:111hr~:: :.:::,~~· 1!~0~:~~~0~n!'~ou~J·1~:f ,..Ji~ 
force from v1rlou1 outlyln9 IHff• the bewildered enemy 
w•s b•99ln9 fot P••c• on any lernu... Therefore. pl•n1 

for the tecond 8·29 strip were concelled, althou9h tho 
bottolion r.od olreadT commonc.d /'•llmlnory 9r1din9 
10< tr.e "°''" runwoy. h third olrOel 1ul9nmenl on Ok· 
lnaw• comr.t•ted the 17th wa1 content to re1t on Its 
loureh. 8o o lroiflc, conshtln9 princlpolly of medium 

bomber1 and 09hter1, reached lh r••k In lote Au9ud 
ond eorly Soplomber "hon hordes o lronsporh usod It in 
llyin9 airborne occupation troops lo Jopon. II had boon 
o 9r .. t odventure, but the men were wthfled thot It 
••t o~•t 



P R 0 J E C T S 

nAGAHAmA QUARRY-ROUTE no. 6-DISPOSAL PLAnT 



FIRST UN IT of the rock crusher 4Srtmbly al Na9ahama 9uarry is bein9 
oracled as the jaw crusher h set In place. Huvy tlmbor bulkhead, set 
against formldoblo oorth romp (left), provldo1 an U •Y approach for rock· 
ladon trucks. 

THE WORKS. Her• Is an overall view of entire unit in operation from 
lime rou9h rock ls dumped Into crusher (center) until It Is carried up 
conveyor bells roady for uae. Nearby quatty wos considered a dan9eroui 
ossl9nmo~•. 

TESTING screened llmulone token al random from storage bins. Ralph 
Ackermtn (left) and Byron Chronic u10 • slide rule in makln9 compute· 
lions. Ag9ro9alo wu lhorou9hly le>lod every eight hours to Insure mini· 
mum specifications. 

JIG SAW. 8efore Iha 871h could complofe the auemblin9 ond erection 
of the new crusher, ii fell heir lo th• full operation of the project. Soon 
fht •ersalllo Earlhmovan were shoofin9 down "holo mounfaln1idt1 (Ht 
provlous pa91). 

STORAGE BINS for c1ush1d stone (right} Ind materials Into truck! that 
h~ul if to •a ·lous projects. These bins afe fllled by mun1 of connyor 
bells (left), which are driven by crusher motors. No unoulhorlud per· 
tonnof ""• allowed. 

ASPHALT PLANT. The 871h's ability lo absorb punhhmenl (end endleu 
work assi9nmantsl) was ac;aaln demonstrated "hen the IMttalion foll heir lo 
Iha ne" ~•phalt plant Jel up el Noqah.,,N. However, ii 1oon went lo 
Und SoabeH . 



NAGAHAMA HARBOR (right center) is r.hot09r•phed from l'•ce I. near 
lop of llme:tone mountain (ue ~9e 295 . Tahn before cru1her •nemb!y 
wai In.tilled, this shot shows site seleded for rock crusher approximately 
In cenl•r of picture. Vlll•9e of Na9•umo spr .. ds •long waterfront of 

DEATH SCENE. Oemolltlon 9ona h drillin9 holu for charges lo reduco 
size of boulders. At this spot, Do le Anderson was occfdentally killed and 
Dick Htnry uriously ln/urtd on 24 Augu1t. Neither oro In this 9roup IJ 
they worhd oppo1ile sh ft. 

nearest promontorv. while Solo Point projects Its great bulk into the E•sl 
China Sea (fer left). luildlng hou•lng elr compre.sou fot qu.,ry drills 
ls in left foreground nur trucb. A maln hlghwey, Rouie t.. is u•ilr 
recognlud. 

NOT FOR WATER. Battalion quarrymen ullllte o""' of three wtll·drllling 
riqs lo drive holts 200 feat into mounteln lop in preparoHon for mom· 
moth bla1t shown on page 295. Holts were !hon loaded with dynamite 
and 1hol almulteneously. More "'CAN DO." 



HERE SHE COMES! Another truck dumps ils load of bulk rock inlo tirsl 
unit pul Into opor4tion. The resultant product then passes on lo tho 
next smallest cru•hing unit boforo the finishing operation. 

ACCENTUATING THE MAXIMUM, tho fully completed Nogehama crusher 
grinds away without a hitch os tho onormous few crushers chew up bould· 
ers of ~II slu• from the nearby quarry, Twenty-nven Ion• of dyn4mite wtte 

UP AND OVER. Ensign Fr~nk Citek cbservt< flow of crushed stone eton9 
the conveyor belh into the gro•lly operoled <lor4ge bins. The llnishtd 
product varies in site up fo 3/4-lnch. 

ured lo blow down the mountainside whon Iha lest wartime charge """s 
set off in mid-August. Drilling and loading for this final blast (page 295) 
occupied demolition crews for almod • month. 



ROUTE 6 TO THE FRONT w•s, with th possible exception of Yonl•n, 
Awash• •nd Solo Alrfl1ld1, fhe 871h's most imporfanl projed during lt. 
sit busy months on Okinawa, Above relocation site, taken during a lull 

BA TTlE·WEARY VETERANS ue sr.uded back from front lines over Route 
'· which 17th Earfhmo•ers conver ed from a (Hp trait to a main thorough· 
l•re. The pro(ect w,. under the supervhion of Lt. Toi•o Panlla(• . This 

in lr•lllc, h • tor cry from the mlierabte thoroughfare all vehictu Ir••· 
eled durln9 Aprll •nd Mey en route to The Front. 

vital hl9hw•y ron •lon9 the very ed9e of the west coast and was the 
only m•ln traffic route from northern Okinawa lo Gen•r•I Buckner's po. 
sitlons •t The Front. 



SEABEE WAY. Construction of Bolo Point 9arba111 disposal plant ro · 
quired tho collectivo skill of nearly 1¥1rY 17th division before completion. 
After a 'doter clurln9 by Transportation, R and S domolltion crews 
blasted proper slope an9l1 alon9 cliff. Carpenters then erected boiler house 

IT'S A LONG WAY DOWN, but Stacy Poller, member of a carpenter 
crow bulldln9 foundations for three oil drum chutes desl9n1d to carry 
9erbe9, 7S fu t down to tho sea, keeps rl9ht on with his tedious form 
work. (For view of completed chu tes, Ho picture obovo.) 
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end laid foundation for chute•. They were followed by plumbeu who 
piped tho frHh and Hit water assembly. Chief Oou9 Thomas' cement 
crow ooured concrete apron. after which electricians wired the boiler 
house end she was ready! 

BOILER CHECK. Mike Yanoscik (left) and Marlin Melasky check vol•u 
of boilers supplyin9 hot water ond slum tor slerlll1ln9 operation, Ouplte 
most modern methods of desl9n, thh plant, built In July, wu dodroyed 
by torrlblo typhoon of t October. 



CAm PB 0 LO 

BOLO POlnT 
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DEW CAmP WAS A BEEHIUE OF CODSTRUCTIO I 

"I HEAR YOU TALKING, but you un' t come in". Tomb or no tomb, com· 
munlc•!lons must 90 through Hd far from boin9 superstitio111 affer 21 
months overs.as Is this E OMslon telephone crew: Stevens, Clietpick, Jor· 
dan, lyDC:h, Shady, StHdley and Chief Riiey. 

SUPERVISION, PLUSI An offlcor (lieut. Oovis/ and three chiefs (Mckinney, 
Womple and Rhyne) "supervl1t" four electr clans and crane operator In 
uociln9 Jap ,.us fash ioned into ll9ht polos for camp area. Workers: 
Henderson, Scott, Chet Smith, Dobbs. Operator: Carnes. 
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ROlllNG THE OCEAN for these "juit right" coral blocks cut by nativu 
from con•enlenlly louted r .. h. Chief Ooug ThornaJ hlandln9, rhaht) 
and his •us.Ille concrete 9an9 lay foundations for Ship's Store in May 
Chow hall Is In the baclrground. 

FRUSTRATION. This was a pproximately the way the 87th's permanent cho" 
holl looked shortly after It was commoncod In Juno. It still looked llko this 
when tho depleted battallon loll Bolo for 8aten·ko in late September. E•· 
plenatlon: Confusion from above. 



"COOKIE'S CASINO," o betr ond coke 9orden where all honds 
enlor•d thtH letd rtfrHhm•nh to9other, was instituted at Saipan, 
In April, by Comdr. Cook and continued throu9hout his re9ime on 
Oklnowo. Here, tho Wot Cont .. n lino still files pad rear Hrv· 

LIFE AT CA m P BOLO 
Conslruclion of tho 87ih'> moin comp ol Bolo Point began immod· 

iatoly ofter tho LSTs c.Jmrnoncod unloodinci ol Groen Beoch on 27 
April. 

Ditchdiggors dug doop slit lronchos for foxholes wherever ten ts 
wore roisod. Mony font groups built fency bomb shelters with roofs 
foshioned from narrow.gouge Jep roils, ripped up et the Front by bot­
tolion bullgongs while erlillery shells stil: arched overhead. Th is type of 
underground sheltor comp1eto witli cots, mosquito bors ond insect 
bombs, wos usod for sleeping quorterJ wlion lhe roids lasted oil night 
es they ofton did. 

An odequole men holl wos built in double-quid time ond wos 
lhrown open to oll hungry servicemen. Ice cream wos served the first 
weok in Moy ond ice woter botomo o pormonont fidure. Gls, M o· 
rines ond fighter pilors from Yonron ond Kodono often outnumbered 
the Bees in 87th chowlino1. 

And then the Ryukyu rains come. For 30 consecutive days-from 
15 Moy lo IS June-ii novor lot up. Yet the worl: wenr on. The out­
fit wos now o long 1imo owoy from homo. Personnel Office wos more 
ond moro besioged witn requests for emergency leaves os the morale· 
b•eo~ing "Door John' lellors continued to orrive from impolient 
spousos. Disbursing ofso hod its quoto of headaches in handling mili· 
tary invosion currency, which hod rendered U. 5. currency obsolete on 
Okinawo for tho dur~tion. 

Once tho low romoining Jop pockets of rosistonce were mopped up. 
the colobrotod COOKS TOURS of bottlo oreos ond historic shrines. 
instituted ot Soopon, woro resumed. The nows-hungry men depended 
upon tho doily island nowspopor-THE NEW OKINAWIAN-for re· 
sumos of world-sh11 kinq ovonts. Eors woro kept glued to Rodio Okinowa, 
Stotion WXLH-"Jusl o stons'~ throw from Tokyo." Never before hod 
the mon chonc.od 11cro11 so rno ny formor ocquointonces 11s they on· 
countorod horo. For tho fi rst limo, tho bottolion found itself rubbing 
elbows with on onHro orrny-Bucknor's dogged Tenth. 

Lost of mony indoliblo improuions woro tho swarms of huge irons· 
ports using lhu islond's mony oirfiolds-Bolo, Yonton, Kodeno, Awoshe, 
Mochinoto, Yonoboru, Chimu, Fulomo. Motobu, erc.-in fe rrying le­
gions of occupotion troops to Jopan. As tho endless flights of oeriol 
box-cors shuflled boc~ ond forth botween Okinowo and Jopon, the 
spent men knew !hot their lobors hod not boon in voin. 

Ice entr•nce of Ship's Store u hundreds of tired men are picked 
up ~t der'• end In pleo1ant 9rove of 9rHn pine&. Beer was ra· 
ttoned two con• per customer, per d•r. but there was no limit on 
coke•. 

WAS nEUER DULL 

DISHING IT OUT. Scuttlebutt r•ced throu9h camp that an extra-special mHI 
wos lo bt h•d •I the b•lt•llon chow h•ll and every manjack "ch4r9ed" !ht 
9•llt y forthwith. KP1 •tt shown dl1hln9 II out lo tht usu•t double tine. 



"NOW THIS MAY HUltT • little," Uyt Lt. Comdr. (Or.) Abraham 
Fleischer to P•ll••I. Ar•r•I M•luulao, PhM2c, one of his corpsmen, u Iha 
btll•llon's third Senior Medical Officer administers a spinal anesthesi• 
Chief Ph•rmaclst M•le Garrell Tunney •uhts. 

SICK CALL. Statistics prove moo overstas lwo yurs do not have natural 
resistance of frosh Staletido troops. With 12 of their 24 overseas monlht 
tpenl In tho unh .. llhy Solomon•, It wos not surpritin9 that many ROllN 
WENTLEY voler•nt found ii oocen•ry lo visit Sick Bay occasiona lly durlnq 

" HEltE·S HOW, IOYSI" The spinal havin9 performed its miuloo of 
mercy, Or. Fleischer, surrounded by ll.(j9.) (Or.) A. It. Robertson! IV 
(unseen) .. d throe corpsmen, proceed• lo remove • bolhenomo cyst rom 
boso of patient' • spine l• 87th's operalin9 room. 

Iha Bolo so!ourn, Erected in a L·shapod quontel lhat housed entire modi· 
cal and dental departments, lnciudinq a spaciou• ward and a well 
equipped oper•ti•9 room, Bolo Point was a medico's dr .. m, 



"Fl NK!:L'S PLACE" wos one of mMy folrly appropriate names for the 
87th Ship' • Stora-ono of Comdr. Cook's several pot projects. Supervised 
by Lt.(fg) Grover Oily ond m1no91d by Chief John Ahaesy, customers 
were hondltd by Spence, Grubb and Corwin. 

NO TICKEE NO WASHEE. Chlo! O. J , Oorocht (lell). " big bo<1" of the 
battalion laundry throughout trip, kttps on omnisclont eye on his hustling 
laundry crow es " my boys" ond mochlnu r•mov• honest sweat from 
another division's clothes. 

"COMING EVENTS ust their sha~ows before" and Painter Joo Morton 
(right) knows they un'f hep the long.1ufferlng 87fh overseas forever. 
Here, Fronk Sfuple (left) end Gaetano Polls!, bottolion tailors, get Sea· 
btt Joo rtody for • 'Frltco blow, " Hope springs oferntl •• .'' 

COMMAND PERFORMANCE. Comdr. Cook, a patron of the arts, ordtlned 
a Sunday olfernoon j•m union for "the boys" and immediately II was 10 
ordtred. "Crushing he Coral" (loft lo right): Lockard. Hanson, Pa9ano, 
Peiffer, Yorke, Kenning ind Von Dorn. 

SHOES PRESERVE THE MAN. Joe Curci buffs a shoe and make this lltm 
of foof9eor 01 9ood 01 ntw. Shoos wore repaired here with new hub and 
solos, but shln t boy wos always out! Most Seabees, however, were alwtl't 
offer ntw shoes of Supply. 

CLIP JOINT. Fucy haircuts and latest scuttlebutt are ofltred all comers 
by i..rbers, " Weory Willie" Williams (center) and " Wild Bill" Dosier 
(right) work on Jot lenfley ond Donny Htrnondu, respectively, while " Orv· 
Dock" lc>yd " trims" • Gook (left) . 



" WEll DONE, 'BOYS' "I EMl9n Porath, Fli9ht Nurse Keiffer and Comdr. 
Cook (second row) s.. lint 9roup (20 of 71) of 42-year-oldi off for 
homo In June al Yontan Airfield. Here, many of these veterans of two 
World Wan had lou9ht the enemy, indirectly with 1trip.bulldln9 know· 

STATESIDE BOUND! This unusually well.9roomed (for the Wutern Pa· 
cllicl) 9roup of 24 left by plane and ship for the States on 4 Au9ust. 
Composed of men previously reported lo ComServPac (Pearl Harbor) as 
bt ln9 In ucu1 of lht bttltllon'1 • llowtd complement, p!u1 lht flrit 10• 

how and dlrec11y with 'Ols and carbines when Jap airborne troops once 
paid busy Yont•n a surprise suicidal visit. Practically all this 9roup had 
served the battalion since Camp Peary. 

lotion 9roup lo leave tho unit, lhis contie9tnl laft Okinawa same day 
the fiNI etomlc bomb was dropped on Hlroshhna and only lour days 
before the tnemy mad• hh Ont ovtrtllre for puce. 



GOOK WOMEN from l1hlkowo nollvo compound were "hired" in Au· 
9u1t os laundry help ond for comp cloonlng. However. 50 women and 
825 Soaboo1 (two yoori 0•011001) proved too much for Comdr. Cook and 
he "chased" the htlp within 30 doys. 

WATER WELL du9 by bottollon well drfllert w., ucellent <!Hmple ot 
Seobte crofhmon1hlp. lob Sunlon (lower rl9_ht) bolonc" on narro" 
pf1n•ln9 whlle Don Kilmer (upper rl9hl) ond Chief Hubert Rieck check 
depth ond pump1, rt1pedl•tly. 

SEABEE WAVES. Sumiko (loll), 21, and Homiko, 19, were loaders of Iha 
Gook contingent that up1et tho tranquility of Camp Bolo. Appointed by 
tht CMllon Government authorities, theie younq women dudlad En91ish 
even on lhe lob. 

BIG LEAGUER, Chlof Spoclall1I Andy High, veteran of five Notionel 
Leo9ut clubs end three World Serles domonslrates batlln9 stounch to 
Chutes Gifford (lefl), Jomes Rouotti {seated) and James Krueger before 
he leoves bottollon for home. 

2.S IS PASSING. Personnel omblliou1 for re-rotes take qualifyinq 11amlno· 
tion1 In chow hell. P1uln9 9rodt1 will be entered in service rec:ord<, but 
tppllconh mull owtll openln91. Yeomon Johnny 8uc:ceri ond Chief Biii Go h 
111111. 



HYMN SINGERS, vi9orously paced by Chaplain G. J•y Umber9or. 
fourth 87th "!>lid••." 9ive out with •n old favorite •t Sunday eve· 
nin9 strvlcu held •t the movie •rea in the absence of an adequate 
chapel, letdin9 9roup with plenty of ftee·swin9in9 9usto. Chaplain 

"SWING IT, BOYS!" As they must to all island• wherever Amori· 
<•ft lorcu are fh;ihlin9, Slotuide women eveftlually •rrived Oft 
Okln•wa •nd, amon9 other stron9points, took the 87th and Bolo 
Point by storm. In the American Red Cross hut set aside for 

Umbor9er's voice led all the rest. Divine Services for Protut•nh 
wore htld twice 11ch Sunday. but movie at•• '"" •l"'•Y• clt1red 
ift timt for re9ulu Sunday ni9ht sho"' C.tholiu and Je'"'' wor­
thipped with nt1rby outfits. 

rtert1tlon and reluallon, William ("Crusty") Groen (left) aJ>d the 
ltrreprtssible Thoma• P•trlck Rooney (right) ting and play their 
chorhhed 9ultars 1lon9 with a 9ela conlin9enl of shlpmotu-nd 
four (4) Red Cross olrls. Ctnlor: Artie Hansford, vocalht. 



" IUGSI" Chief Ph•rm•cht M•I• John 8aktt (Ioli) displays a beaktt of 
•uorftd innocul•lion flulds, which ht claims •ppro1imolH the •um totol of 
11rum injected Into ov1to91 17th Seobu since 1nlttin9 service . Fred 
Colby, PhM le, holds celebreltd "squore nudlt." 

ADMIRAL 'S PARTY. Amon9 the Soobee units on Okinawa visited by Vice 
"'dmlral Ben Mor11ll , Chief of the 8uroou of Yards and Doch (sea led, 
'9nlor). was the 4lrd Novo! Construction Rt9lment , which, of course, 
included the 871h. This party w .. held at the re9iment the nl9ht of II 

REUNIONS. Se•b•• fothen ci..nced •ttou warrior sons throu9hout tt;p 
with reunions rHchin9 • pHk on Okln1wo. Chief Bill lnneu ls shown with 
Mulne Wllll•m. Jr. Other tucky lothors : Chiefs Harold Brenn1n •nd Leon 
Tubbs, Charley o .. lord •nd J. D. Deveney. 

Au9ust. The Jeps hod lust asked lo quit. Steltd in chairs (tell lo rl9hl): 
Rear Admlrol Price, Rear Admiral Coller, Vice Admir1t Mor11ll , R11r 
Admirol Mannln9 and Commodore Bissol . 



SELDOm A 
' 
DU LL momEnT 

GRANO PRIZE of lhis Counlty Store Nl9hl •I movie lhHlre wu an 
Oklnewa 9011 won by "lucky" lick•l-holder, David Tucbr, PhMlc (right), 
•• Ed To"'eY, SKDlc, mo•t•r of certmonle1, vent• his •njoymenl ovu the 
public addruJ mike. Goal laler escaped. 

SOUVENIRS. Tom Pun91!ore, Sic, of the 8ron•. 9•••• fondly ot • Japa· 
nu• officer'• 1word ond IMttla fla9, perhaps wishin9 they were his fo .. nd 
home, Acflially, " Pun;r" borrowed props from Comdr. Cook, whose 
uwrce ot supply WH • mllllaty secrell 

FOR THESE SEABEE 

MADE TO OROEA, " Jap" fl•qs of the above type were lurned out in 
wholesale loh al 87th Pa int Shop by Alberi Mundy, John Schaefer •nd 
Kan Rollins, Complete with approproa le insaipllonJ <1nd char•dtrs, Ma· 
rhu preferred these flegs lo g•nuine produd. 

GAG. There's more lhH one way to 9et your p icture 111 THE EARTH· 
MOVER 4' MlchHI ("Ulch") Ulcboll lurned aflor conftrring with lht 
editor and pholo9rapher, who •Pf)4rtnfly thou9h1 It took a little of fut 
about everythln9 for • complete s .. b .. book 



DALE AnDERSOn BURIED 

JOURNEY'S END. L611 rites, with lull military honors, were held for Dale 
S. Andt11on, CMlc of Monoca, Po., at the Island Command Cemetery, 
on Sunday 26 Auoust. Comdr. Cook and Lt. Comdr. Douqlos (locin9 
<uneral en\ouraQO) salute. olonQ wllh battalion officers and men, as 

TAPS ARE SOUNDED lor a daportad buddy and shipmate by Ensi9n 
Harold Lockard (loll) as pallbearers proparo lo lower Dale Anderson lo 
his final rostlnc;i p loco ovorsoas. Tho first and on ly 87th fata lity on Okinawa, 
Andonon'1 wa s Iha bollallon's oloventh death since leaving Camp Peary 

1n OHlnAWA CEmETERY 

Chaplain G . Jay Umber11er (lace obscured) halts pallbearers at spot 
where services wlll be conduclod. An ori9inal member of the 87th, Andor· 
son locked only lour doy1 of havln9 t"'o years overseas at the time of his 
duth . 

in April, 1943. His occldentol doath of Na9ahama Quarry on 24 Au9u1I 
como ofter tho onomy hod su od for poace and the end of tho lon9 trip 
wo1 dellnltoly In slc;iht. 



" NOW, WHER E ARE WE?" Comdr. Cook (rl9hl ) ••Y• lo hh "uoc," Lt. 
Comdr. Dou9 las, as he points • foncy Seabet-mode c•ne 1lroi9hl • I Bolo 
Point whore tho 87th Bau are tncamp•d. These olflcers were acqueinled ol 
Comp Peary, bu t didn' t serve togelhor until Okln•we. 

DISBURSING. Lt.(jg) Cherie• Schlollor (seoted, far left) 
hopor C.rl Rubio discuss nvl poy day as "Tippy," 
from Ventura, Call,!.

1 
listens In. Otho" (left lo rl9h1): 

lernord Robirson, ~ Towey •nd a.rnle Kru91r. 

and Chier Slore· 
batt•llon mascot 
Charlle Dashlell, 

POST OFFICE moilmon s~w that b•ll•llon moll wes well handled. wn. 
llom Kemp Jr, (left) wrilu teporl es W•ll•ce Berry (center) 1orls out· 
9oinv ,.,.1(. eon Joe Conlf•ll conceh letters ju1t finhhed by union 
(bock9round) and drea1ns of Ktnlucky mountaln1. 

DRAFTI NG. Ll.(ig) Juel 8ohau (right) drives home o fine point lo his 
oble technical group al Comp Solo. Loll lo right: C•rpenler Vincent 
Pa9ano, Chief Andy Competlello, Ed Palmquist. Harty Reuell. Geo191 
Miller. Ed Shaffer and Wlllord Hamilton. 

PERSONNEL Ens. Donald Por•lh and Chiel Yeomen Lauren Merriam (far 
left end ri9ht) drive their yeomen hard lo get out orders •nd rttords 
lo send tli9ible; homo. OlhttJ (l•ft lo rl9hl) : "t.rry" umourou•, uw· 
rence laquinto, John Buccerl Hd Melvin Erfwine. 

CENSORS. Ro~or blode boys focu• eagle •ret on out9oi119 mall •• En· 
1i9n Porath, b.o ll•llon censor (ri9ht) , tollu .crou l•ble with depalf, 
Chief Corl Dorftld. Olhen: Rolph Sllvor. John Kershaw, Edw•rd O'Con, 
John Brumit, Fr .. t Yan Houlm ond Carleton Soula. 



-----

• • I t 

HASH SLINGERS. A houHwife may compl•ln •bout cooking for hubby
1 but these fellows cooked for over 1,000 men. Ship's cooks, bakers ana 

butcher. comprise Ina commluery department which fuds Ure entire unit. 
Chow. el limos, m<IY not mot with the epptoval of ell hands, but on 

THE MEDICS. Physicians, dtnlis's and corpsmen step ouhlde Sick Bly 
lo s1tike a ro•e for po1lerity. Left lo rl9hl1 front: Fred Colby. Burton 
Barnes, Chio John lohr lieut. Steve Lyncn Comdr. A. J. Fleischer, 
Chief Garrott Tunney ond Santo DeGtazle; (beck ro..,.): Ralph ,onto..,., 

Okinawa the food wu usuelly A·I. Ptoof of lhi~ i1 that chow tickets 
had to be luued lo keep outsider. from overruftlling chow hall, ts· 
pecially when fresh m .. t was on menu. 

Gaylord 'iold, Wiiiiam Armllron9, French (" Buck") Byers. ll. (igl A. R. 
Robertson, IV, lieut. Bruce Snider, Arerol Malkeuian, David Tuder and 
Jultus Fonternot. 



MACH IN E SHOP, monntd by experts, proved invaluable throughout Po· 
clflc tour. W11en ports were unobtoinoblo, especially in forward areas, 
theH mochlne-wl&o boys mode them. Above, Cecil farmer, Ambrose Gil· 
lesple end John Chlclor. Chief sideline: souvenirs! 

HEAVY DUTY MECHANICS are tho lads who keep the big cats rollln9, 
come whot m•y. Kn1tlln9: Jomes Rouottl,.. Charle.s Gifford , Judson Miiii· 
9on, John Mullen; (stondfn91: Adam Bull, tdward G iannattasio. Glen Cum· 
mln91, Pedro Rul1, and Love I Hukle. 

TIRE SHOP. From lht sm•lltst (ttp to the largest pan, this tssentlel 
9roup htnC:lts all types of rubber repairs for rolling stock. Repairmen 
aro: Theodore Llndlou l Ed McKibbtn, Ed Dutrow, Cecil Hoity, Lawrence 
McVty •nd Tommy Gr nom. 

CARPENTER SHOP was always staffed by tool-handy carpenter's molt 
Front row: Au9ustlne Borrolli, Elmo Hoffman, Jock Bauske Wllllom Bur 
and Richard Stou9h; (standin9): C harles Briggs, John Kone Lieut, A, C 
("Col") Winton, Donlol John and Alexand er Bocko. ' 

PLUMBING SHOP. Plpelitlers come in all sins like the work they ere " 
ptcttd to do. Field Includes everyfhin9 from '""' bonds to 12-lnch pip• 
Tht crew: Chief Herbert Rieck, Domenic Carapelltso, Tom Dlt , Jee 
Miiier and " Frenchy" Terroux. 

GENERATOR HOUSE. The 1witchboard in this s1rate9ic tslobllshmtnl coo 
trols e ll tho electric power from rrwin 9enerators to C.mp lolo. Merl• 
Mtrlln (left) may have his hands a little too cloJt lo lu1ts, so Lieut 
A. L. Davis kteps o safe ditfance. 



SPARE PARTS. No earthmovln9 equipment Is b•lhr than Histing system 
of providing spare parts as they ore required. These lods kn•w what was 
needed end wer• ablo to anticipate most roqulromentsl Barrett Sumrell, 
Lyell Whyte end Woodrow Corter, 

GENERAL RIGGING LOFT "41ndlod oll esslqnments not perlelnlnq to trans­
portotlon equ.pment. Fred ("Buttercup") Hoas (l•ll) belies his nickname 
as he necutu a neat splice on • heovy cable. Tutor John ("Pinky'') Doyle 
smiles down proudly upon his pro te90. 

TRANSPORTATION RIGGING LOFT. The ceble crib was no place for gold· 
brkh. Here, T Olvltlon rig9e<1 look c•re of cables for shovels, cranes, 
draglinu, etc. Chief Charlie Bowers (center) u1ists as Tom Nanfra (left) 
holds strands and Joe 8osket applies spike. 

SHEET METAL SHOP. Specializing In any shHI metal item from a fancy 
lavatory lo o tin whistle, th••• boys olway• add another shingle to their 
sign at eoch ne,.. ploce of duty. L•ft to rl9ht : Robert Bowman, Joe Fer· 
rera, James Smith end llncoln Bock. 



T OIVISIONI STAFF, con11stln9 prlmerlly of •hop foremen and field super· 
vl1ors, Olttmblo for a final picture of tho real earthmovors as Lieut. Ben 
Markotto (fourth from le ft. recono:j row) hands reins over to lieut. John 
C. Britton (conlor, first row). 

WELDING ANO BLACKSMITH SHOPS were combined into a single ti· 
ffcltnl unit In T Division . Tht above happy·go·tuclry gang could and did 
handle onythln9 and everylhln9-from souvenir bracelets to 12-yard carry· 
alls-end were never slumped. 

ELECTRIC SHOP hHdled ttptlrs, rewinding and supplies. James Cheke 
od Bob Loden catch up bench work while lieut. Davis uplains defective 
coll lo Jtm"' Hockersmith. Here, these three were elecfridan's mates, first 
cltss; all eventuolly mode CEM. 

WATER PO INT. Comblnin9 utiHly with compactness, this purifying unit 
and fllltr were bull! from various odds and ends and powered by a 
captured Jop motor. Bob Scanlon (left) and Chief Hubert Rieck adlu1t 
tht unit, wh ich handles SO 9atlons per minute. 

LIGHT DUTY MECHA NICS are as inaptly named as their work is huvy 
both In Its noture and quantity. Battalion had well ovor 100 lruch and 
letps lo bt mtlnltintd These men have just finished repairing lhh to.yard 
Euclid truck. 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. bosud by Chitf Con•lanl Uphom (center, btcl 
rowl , sprlnUtd all tccus roa ds into camp, kept Hrltr bags and flrt bor· 
rels pfoctd and fllled , maintained fire exf•nguishtrs ol proper spots-od 
put out flrei ony old limo! 



BATTALION NAVY. The 871h's smell boot pool was localed al mouth of 
Bisho Gowa (river), sl• miles fro-n Camp Bolo. Chlof "jerry" Kadenbach 
and his crew (Wltllam Schmidt and Tonni• Wick) ployed a Je1dln9 role 
in helpln9 k .. p the Earlhmovers "'ell supplied with fresh meat. ec;i9s, otc., 

8RIOATHER. P Division plumbers ond pipefltters knock off al nvw 9Mb· 
a90 unit long enou9h to make the battalion book, (Front) : Howard Hottal, 
Wall Maxlmuk, Chiola Louie Carlisle ond Charlie Poirot, Mike Yonoscik, 
(back): Robert DoVrlas, Hurchel Turner, Robert Newkirk. 

from ships in Okinawa's nveral harbors. These fresh vitamins kepi the •ir· 
liold moken in tip-top condition for their 9rueltin9 work schedule. MIS· 
SEA BEE (lett) and HARDN OSE were also \nod extensively for lishln9 
tri ps . 

"GOOD LUCK, YOUNG MAN," Comdr. Cool: 52. tells his successor 
and former executive offlur. LI. Comdr. Dou9(es, 30, as 11cond Oh>C 
deports for the Stoles (and inactive duly) in September. Comdr. Cook 
9uided the 87th sll9htly over live months. Great friends, lhost! 



JAP RAIDERS GUIDED on BOLO POlnT 1n STRIKES 

IOLO lEFUENCE POINT Wh•t Ml. T•potd1•11 ..,., to 
~!P••. I~• tan_dm~tk ol . lolo Polo! ..,., lo Oki••"'•• loe •like •• THE ,.f•••nce polot for celculollnc;a op•••· 

Uonel dl1tonce.1. llJAa.d with 901' •• _.,.~htl,.hh ........ ~..,,..,, . .. 

AGAlnST U. S. AIRFIELDS 



n AT I U ES 

OHlnAWA SHlmA 



A FAllEN CULTURE i• •ymbollt•d by lhiJ no longer ul9d Shinto Jhrin• 
•nd th••• lhrH dispouHHd OkiMwe natives en route bad lo • n•li•e 
compound •ltu picking up o few of their belonging al their formu 
hom•. localed In a pleuanl 9rove nor the village of Uta . and quite 

THE LAW. This sol•mn citlun of Okinawa, attired in GI clothin9 wos 
a cMllon policeman (the CP•) who assisted MPs in recovering natl•• 
horJH. Approxlm•lely 40 were coll•cted on th• 871h "ran9e" and tak•n to 
hhlk1w1 . 

nH< Camp Bolo, !hi• Jhrln• w.s a favorite bad9round of t7th cemua 
fi•nd•. Thi• 9roup il typlcet of Okinawa society in lhal th• two wom•n ere 
bearing th• huvy burd•n• . 

CULLING RICE. Sonln9 th• 9rain from lhe chaff ;, llill done on Okinawa 
by primitl•e laborlou• slltln9 through one wider basket to •nother. 
Thonh lo their •hori , •turdy legs, native women un squat for lon9 
periods without fatl9ue. 



DISPLACED PERSONS. Notives of all shes and aQ•s are Jho"'n crowded 
Into a sorting compound ot Taira , Rounded up u thoy roomed almlossly 
ebout the countrysido, lhoy ore questioned here by civilian and military 
authorities. Then, thoy are sorted for return lo vllla9es or intornmanf. 

THE YOUNGER SET of Nogo, b.lrefoolod ond already lotin9 thoir bur· 
dons aloft, walk noncholonlly over a pebbly road. Tht 9lrl1 have u· 
h•ustod their shoo rationln9 coupons for the currant month. Bilingual si9ns 
wun netlvts lo slay away from Na90 and nterby mllltory lnstallotlons. 

Tarps thrown over poles servo as tMn9 quarters for transients. Duo to their 
inability to respond to chall1n9os of sentrie.s, compounds or 9uardod 
villages wore the only safe places for notivos at night. 

No90 was principal city of thh section and had a peocotlme population 
o( 10,000. Localed hall-woy up !ht lsrand, it ..,as badly damo91d by th• 
First Morlnes when they modo their Invasion sW'op north,.ard . 



GOAT TOWN. Tho~o hordy onlmo ls ore the only occupants remainlnq ln 
villogo "' Uzo. Only o mile away, this wos closest village to Camp Bolo. 
Heovy stone walls ore bull! against typhoons that come in September 
onrl October. 

VILLAGE WELL. This 1mloble ch1rocler operatu hand chain device lo 
bring up o bucket ol water In almod deserted village of Takashippo. 
His "procuring bog" (on ground behind him) is dill quite full. evidence 
of • g:>od day's Ka"'e•glng. 

STRAW BOSS (cent•r wearing lorge, white h.at) directs countrymen In 
hurried HOrch of portlally dtsltoytd vllloge of Jlma. Searchers pick up 
enythlng ustful In their new lift In native compounds. Houses were later 
razed by 'doters. 

PHOTOGEN IC. In Toiro, a fishing village north of Nosio. wider stroth 
end glass windows indicate a qreater prosperity then found in o•troQt 
po•trfy·strlcktn hovels. Tiny couple (foreqroundJ are all dressed up Jn 
contrast to led ln window. 

GENTS OF OLD SCHOOL pose on steps of school bulldln9 In Tak<nhlppo. 
Gentleman et right wears Jop split-toed shoes and comes a hondsomt 
cent GI souvenir hunters havo picked villaqe dean. Almost empty bOQ 
lndlcetH poor hunting . 

FRATERNIZATION! Natl"'• women and children lose their Inherent umtr•· 
shyneu os Comdr. Cook, far-ron9in9 87th skipper, stops for • chat elonQ 
Routt 6-N. This would have been tempting morsel ii roving MPs had 
hap114ned elongl 



"All THE COMFORTS • . . " The lntorlor of .. ch noliv• dwellin9 •I l1hi· 
kima bu a corner whore the f•mlly's belon9in91 ero plied in plcluruquo 
di•order. Limited section undor uvos serves u o kitchen. Two children 
sleep on floor while a third lnl•nl (ri9ht) pttb over moth1r'1 shoulder. 

EAGER BEAVER , Thi& tiny native ot vlllo9e of Tolro hoed• for parked 871h 
fHp-on !ht doublol Slttp 1tolrs •rt lht lout of hla worrlt1 u hh 
lhov9hh confer on tho poulbillty of l199ln9 the American• for condy. 

Kimonotd urchin (left) hH dropped his f•n and ls 9i9glin9 wildly. Str•w 
mots, used for ell purposes, era !be only furniture !hue paoplo pouen. 
Cholri end beds a(o unknown. 

HARVEST TIME. Plcturuqu. Oklnowon women (ol le••I. from tho bod!), 
weorln9 typlctl, high-crowned Jlrow hats 09alnJl tho sun, reap tho full 
9rown 9ra1n. To focllilolt i.quoftin9 and btndln9 required by 1Nnuol tuk1, 
•kir11 tre 1111. 



BINDLE STIFF, OklMw• model Is hardly one of the 
John Steinbeck wrote aboul in 1'The Grapes of Wrath," 
ter would cerl•lnly appHr in any Sub .... forthcoming 
"Okies" of Okinawa. Hil hal appurs worn. 

" Okies" Author 
b·ut this char•c­
no•el about th• 

THE GLEANERS. Women and boys work In a sweet pol4to field . lads use 
home·made mattocks to loosen urth; then, women di9 potatou and cul 
IH•es. Small scythes (lucked In waistbands) are used for trimming . 
Woman (left) smllu broadly, but kttps htt head ••erted. Swttt potalots 
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CHOW'S ON. Crud• utensils are used by nati•e mother to grind mHI 
for chow at lshiuwa compound. Children gate longingly •t sticky con­
cocllon. Her smallest child rides utern. Boy (right). obviously troubled 
with llHs for<Jot lo dren for dinner! 

and pork are their staple foods, but pork supply has been sadly de­
pleted by ra•o9es ol war. St1btt1 wtte as eager for thue hats as sou­
•enlrs as they once were for 9ran skirts. 
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BEAUTY IS EVERYWHERE, •ccordin9 to THE EARTHMOVER photo9rapher, 
who stumbled •crou this ldylllc little valley in west central Okinawa be· 
tween Yonton ond Kadeno. Allhou9h this haven of peace shows much evf. 
dtnce of nolivo cultivation, II was once o secret Jap supply depot where 

"FILL 'ER UPI" This Jopaneso monument, which stand• near a military 
ocodemr al Na90, h no.., servln9 a more u1eful /urpose than was orl9· 
lntlly Intended by ih erecton. Gh have convert• It into a 9asollne re­
fuelln11 dollon. 

viltl enemy 1upplie> were hidden undu9round. Evidence of Intense Jap 
activity, lncludln9 entrance to a secret receu, may be sun In left back. 
9round. A small, convenient w•l•r point i• 1hown al ri9hl center. 

DOWN IN THE VALLEY. In • quiet ravine below bustlin9 Yontan Airfield, 
natives h<lve mode maalmum use of the fertile land for cultivation. lecausa 
of scarcity of water for lrrl9otlon, Okinawan• take odvanfa9e of every 
natural rain shed. 



SHURI CASTLE. •nchor ol th• J•p's fiercely 1esistin9 Shuri Une. stands 
bl•ti•d by overwhelmln9 firepower from land, sea and •ir. Once the home 
of Ryukyu kln91, lh thick, reinforced concrete w•lls tell • story of • 
9ame little 1r. .. bHten by • determined bi99er opponeni. Entire tll'\lcture 

THE BEACHCOMBER. Comdr. Cook, a lone fl9ure •11alnst a desolate 
landscaf" n. nh seashells, lncludln9 cateyes, of couru, at low tide alon9 
109•ch V)lla9e bHch, which facts a hu9e Jap anchora9e. The enemy at· 
tempted to blocked• this channel a9•lnsl America~ ships by scuttlin9 el9ht 

coven •••trel •Cr., •nd •ttrecled visitors from all over. Here, Mallman 
W•ll•ce ltrry of lhe 17th, J!ands near one entr .. ce and wyi he wouldn' t 
he•• btllt•td such dHtructlon pouible. 

•tueh. One of the derelict •hips may be sHn in central back9round. The 
blockade proved frultlus. however, u U. S. ships now use this haven to 
Hctpe frequent typhoon1. s .. o•o Shima ls in rl9ht back9round. 



IE SHIMA where Journolfst &nit Pyle died tnd the Jap surrender envoyt 
trtnsferrod' for Manila al w1r'1 end, could bt Htn from Bolo Point on • 
9ood dty. Thi• aerial vlaw, ttktn tn route from Okinawa lo le ah-• 
tho throe air 1trip1 (ont Jap-bullt) the AAF hod In operation a9ofn•I the 

DEAD VOLCANO on le boldly rl111 above tho flaf, barren terrain like 
\Ome prehl1toric monner. Only slzooble elevation on the l1land, If m<ly 
also be seen in left center ol lop picture thiJ page. Sole purpoae thh 
landmork served In World Wor II wa1 " an observation post. Tho onu 

sukidal inv~den. Deaplte the fact the tiny ( 10 iquare mllH) hie look a 
rr.llrdleu poundi119 lhrou9houl !ht Okinawa campel9n, It ""'ed ih pur· 
pos.e we.II •1 en outer defen1e. 

verdant freos end ve9etotion 1urroundln9 thfa eye-catcher now stand 
burned and devoid of beauty. A wind ing co,.I road woa bull! to make 
II more .tecenlble •• t lookout, 



CORAL RIBBONS. At •n •ltltude of 7,000 feet, high above the great for­
ward bue of Okln•wa, lnterltclng roods resemble coral ribbons con· 
verging Into one (unction. Through frequent brooks in light, puffy clouds, 
drlftln; lazlly owoy loword the southern battlefront, may be seen camp 

' 
FALLEN FRIEND. Alon; the roadside where famed Ernie Pyle. the en· 
listed man'• wu correspondent, was ambushed by a Jap m.schine·gunner 
on II April 1945, some of his Infantry friends erected thi• simple monu· 
menl on le Shim•. 

sites, fertile valleys ond notive vllloges. The Hsfern portion of the .a. 
mile·lon; hlond ls Hen here. (The title. "Coral Ribbons," wu runner·up 
to THE EARTHMOVER for nome of this volume.) 

SCUTILEO by her crew, this J•p•nest warship lies on a reef in a futile 
ellempt lo blocked• No90 Wen beaches. One of eight venels sunk for 
this purpost, lhla ship slh •s enolher monument lo enemy futility. 



AIRFIELDS OF WAR. In this ma9nlficent aerial taken at 6,000 feel, the two 
llna 1trlp1 built In cantrel Oklnewa by the 87th Seabees are 1hown In the 
same swHpln9 nposura. Yonten Airfield (untral foreground) wa1 first 
medium bomber 1trlp bulll on Okinawa and Bolo Rold (central beck-

KAOENA Altfleld, which based Corsair fighters, was overrun by roamin9 
9oets In s .. rch of food. It w41 not u11eommon to see a jeep racin9 
down the .trip to clear th• runway of nonchalant goat. for •ome In· 
comln9 pilot. 

9round) was the first B-2' strip built in the Ryukyu•. Thi• picture pre· 
sents Irrefutable proof of the vad amount of eU'enlial "'ork accomplhhed 
by the 17th on Oklnaw• . 

THE OTHER HALF llvu on • plane all ifs own in picturesque •ill•9e of 
T•lre in the Na90 sector of Okinawa. Here, life is 1imple end much time 
11 •P••I vhllln9. Natives sit on web of soy bean. (left) . 



- - --:-. "' . ... ·:-.. 

NAGO HARBOR. This well protected harbor llu north of Bolo Point and 
was a quite prominent Jap .. ese 1nchora9e before the war. Sole harbor 
enfranc• ft throu9h 1 small channel 1nd II h otherwise surrounded by 
reefs. Towo1d low·lyln9 mounlalns on fer horlton lie• city of Nago, second 

JAP HANGARS, unlinhhed due lo url1I Interference, lland alongside 
shelllorn Naho Fleld, l1r9esl ~op airfield on Okinawa. Oired hits leH 
twisted met1I rib• end w11rped sides. One of many Jap planes de· 
stroyed on 9round Is shown. 

lar9ul concentration of civilians on Okln1w1. Not battHed info debri> 
like Naha In the South, Na90 remains pradically intad. Many of its build· 
in9s are usoa by U. S. troops for quarters. 

CULTIVATED VALLEY stron9ly resembles a meandering river llowin9 slow· 
ly, but surely, lo the 111. Laid out In usual neat sed1ons. the nativu plant 
m1ny typlJ of v191tablu. The IJ•ld is Irrigated by waler from the near· 
by cr .. i (rl9hl). 



HEAVYWEIGHT! Closo•UP •trial of Bolo Field, still under conslruct:on by 
171h s .. boe.. shows •lrfitld m•kers •nd equipment rushin9 lo finish 
sprawlin'1 9.29 strip in lin:e lo help deliver lnockoul blows lo hud· 
pressed Japan. Jackh•mmtr crews remove niggerhuds (central Iott· 

MR. DE.ATH. This P-47 Thunderbolt on Ernie Pyle Field al It Shima cor· 
rlts • symbolic Inscription for Japonts• pilots it m4y chance to meet In 
the vicinity of the " Piehl line" protecting Okinawa. le's ulinct volc•no 
stands os a lone sentinel o•er airfield named after famed war corn· 
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ground) from ~lmcst completed 1trip, "'hfle rollers •nd 91•d•rs •pply 
finishin-i touches •I opposite end. Bolo Point, where 871h is enc.mped.

1 
h 

in ntreme cenlr•I btck9round. later, plan-. taking off from runwty. I ew 
directly o•er b•ttttion Arte. 

spondent. Stripes on t•ll ud under wings make these Thunderbolts t'1llJ 
discernlbl• al 91ul altitudes. It was raided even more oft•n than Okln•w• 
by Japs. 



NATIVE JAIL. Slrl kln9 lr unlike " boslllles" Gl s hod known back home this 
simple, unoccuplod fol for tho • lllo9e of Na kooshl was nevertheless set 
up for tho s&mo purposo. Sl9n reads : " Th eso people ho•o broken the l.lw 
and dis9raced Nokooshl. " 

CH ART LOCATION. In flyln9 from Oklnowa lo le Shima in late Au9ust 
to photo9reph tho historic errl•al cf tho Jopanoso 1urrender miuion, THE 
EARTHMOVER pholo9rophor aimed his big G roflex ol llny Yanaha Shima. 

GREEN PASTURES. Neer • fertllo valley, 1099y with waler drained from 
noorby hals, fies the bo9lnnln9 of the city of Ne90. Tho terraces (left) 
e nd 9 r .. tn crops (center) e ll add up to, •I lout, • subshl1nc1 for tho 
Okinawans. 

WO RK IN PEACE. Notlva women from th e fishing villa9e of Taira are 
harvtstlnq rfco In padd y fields by hand . Cultiva ted terraces. wh ich co• tr 
ontlru sldo o f hil l In bock9 round, kopl rich soil from b ein9 wa shed a woy 
by rolns. 

Rtstmbt:n9 thou1ends of small :stond1 lhot dot the limitless Pacific, this 
rttf·surroundcd lond1p1ck h unlnhobllod. About all that ca n be 1aid for 
11-nolhtr dot lo bo marled on a tocolion chart. 

THROUGH THESE PORTALS pou Arr.oricen wounded from front lino areas. 
Thh former Je.,.n110 mllltory academy at Nac;o now housu tho 17th 
Field Hospllol, This structure wu loll virtually 1nlod by ln• aslon forc11 
1wupln9 north. 



AERIAL OF BOLO POlnT SHOWS 87TH EnCAmPmEnT AGAlnST CHlnA SEA 

mond (lote9rouod) to camp area with livlnq querters 
e'1d Y•riol.11 ship's ,.,...,1c. vnlts (center). the 17th 0 c•mp· 
en"' produced • ump tfl• tKond to rtofte In the 
It """''· The. olf!ce.• . •.nd •• P•'""9 }ol ol J!'• ~3rd f.teql~ 

jutl•dlctlon ovet the 171..._.re '"°"'" at left. Cllfh 
•round lolo Polrtt •dd•d scenic beeuty to tht1 loc•tlon •1 did mhty outUne o f mounteln1 In dhtence. 
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SAFETY FIRST. Hundreds ol picked soldier> with filed b•yoneh sland 
guud orouni> on le Shlme airfield lo insure lhe safely of tho Jap sur· 
render onvovt who Oro Hptcled to arrive any rr.omenl from Tokyo . It 
is three mllos from Okinawa to le. 

DECEPTIYE. loo•lng as pHcelul os e hospital evacuation unit, th'• one> 
"much·shol·al" Jep medium bomber la1l11 past MPs to designated pork· 
ln9 spot. All American planH had been removed from Birch Strip ucepl 
two C·S4s for the trip to Manila. 

EASY NOW. A Jop pllot leans out of pilot's blister lo gau90 distance lo 
huvlly guarded h1rd1land. Strlr,ped of all ermor and fitted with soft plush 
Hats, Heh ' Belly" hod room or JO passen9ers and • crew of si1. Gl1 
were lmpreued by lheH plenes . 

TOKYO EXPRESS, DEFANGED. Finl of two dis~rmed Jep "Belly" bomb1n 
arriv11 with Initial surrender group. Identified by code word " Bataan" 
and promln .. ! green croues painted over Rising Suns, 'enemy planes 
were escorled 1n by 30 P·l8s and two B·25s. 

SPORTS. Ran9in9 from sport clvllian shorh to heavy gold b,.Jd eod 
campaign ribbons, the somewhat iaanly Japs prennlod a verioty of 1lylts 
•s they d11cend1d ladder. Socond borr.ber (right) has just arrived. (t\i1 
Is only view of both bombers loqelher.) 

r 

THE BIG SHOW. Japanose surrender minion, hudod by 1ullen LI. Gtn. 
TorHhlro l<awabe (front rl9ht, iw~e 335). prtunh credentials lo Mtj. Gen. 
Southwick of General MacArthur s staff. Speclalon, .. pl off field by 
bttbed wire . llned aree by thousands. 



FAT CIGAll WH perhaps the mod ept deicrlption of the trim " Solly" 
bomb•tt. Thb was the wme type pleno thel 91v• the inerpuienced '7th 
such • herd limo ln the Northern Solomons ln early 1944. The once 
denlln9 Risln9 Sun of the bomf>.sh.alt•red Jep Empire is eesily seen under 

CREAM OF EMPIRE. F111·cepp•d pilots who ll1w converltd OBOh from 
Tokyo, w•r• pr•nlm•d pick of enemy flyers, Both wore freshly-preued 
flight sulh, Ill• fttservers, but no perachulu. Ho,.ever, one bomber hit 
ditch In lokin9 of for return trip. 

.. 

.. 
tho still .... 1 white .nd 9roen pelnt. Jep dreu•d In white (ulreme left, 
P•9• 335) cerriu lredltional bouquet of flowen (wrapped in blac.k cloth) 
for American conqutton in Manila. 

, • 

" HOLD IT!" Included In 1crttn•d 9roup of pholo9u1ph1rs permitted lo 
take cloieups was THE E.AllTHMOVER'I 1c1 c1mer1m1n, Ed Jaskubkl 
who ably r1pre11nltd lhe t71h el le. After only IS mlnulu, envoys boerded 
C·S4 for fll9ht to Menlle. C<lmeres grind merrily. 



mACARTHUR AT YOnTAn ED ROUTE TO TOKYO 

THE BATAAN, omblnoned with tho flvo Impressive stars of a Gl!noral of 
tho Army, slops ot Yonton Alrliold late In August lo refuel and bo checkod 
ovor. This wu Gonorol MacArthur's private p iano and excited consider· 
able lnloro1 t. Hovlno thorouQhly snubbed tho Jap surrender mission In 

SEE YOU IN TOKYO. General MacArthur (third from left) bids fate· 
will lo General GeorQe Kenney (bock lo corura) while Lt. Gen. Robert 
Rlch1tdson (rlohll loou on. G1n111I Kenney sold MacArthur on mnimum 
ult of e lr powu n lh1 Peclflc. 

M~ntlol tho Gonero l was en route to Tokyo for the officlal surrender on 
2 Sop tmbor, His visit to Okinawa was a rigid military secret, but 
Mortin Monroo, SClc, hoppenod lo be thore with there rosulh. 

HAIL, THE CHIEF! Whtie waltfn9 for mechanics to apply final touch11, 
G1n111I M1r Arthur dlscunts Jep surrender with Lt. Gen. IUcherdsonf boo 
of Mlddl1 P1c1flc Commud. Thh wu MtcArthul• flrJI e nd only • 111 to 
Okln1w1. 



RYUKYU JAPS SURREDDER TO STILWELL on OHIDAWA 

'YINEGAlt JOc'S" OAY H••ln9 fou9hl the Jap1 in China for yHrs, 
15enetal Jo•eph Slllwoll (• .. ltd •I lable) h only Alliod officer to • l9n 
documtnl that offlclolly 1ndtd World w., II In lhe llyukyu1 on 7 Sep· 
rembtr. Then, lhe Japs wue :utttndorfn9 all o••r tho Pacific and Okinawa 

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH. Loil •t1tl9e of Jap power in ;h Ryukyu back• 
yo rd h sfonod away by fh 9011 .. d commondln9 offlcot, General Kara · 
1hfru. Accomponlod by ol9hl mllltary offfclals, the Gtnoraf flew In from 
Amonof O'Shlmo, fondln9 on the 871h· bulll bomber •ltlp al Yonlan lor a 

-clo••ll bait of oper•llon to J•pan al war'• end-n.alurally w•• tnlltled 
lo Its own lllllo •ho"" Thh ceremony wu htld al Tenth Army Headquar• 
I•" whet• Gen. Slllwtll had •ucctdtd Iha fate LI. Gen. Buckner. 

" conducted" lour ol Okinawa. Two olhtt Jop office,. 5i9ned for Iha ene· 
my's vonquhhed Navy ond Afr Corps , lht U. S. Fleet wa• topresenltd by 
Admtrol Raymond Spruance white General Jimmy OoolfHle stood by lor Iha 
Air Cotp• . 



ADDUAL 28 AUGUST DIDDER EDHADCED BY EHTRAS 

ON THE HOUSEi There wos o l1r9e evenln9 ahead for these 871h veter­
ans on 28 Au9usl, their second onnlvenory overseas, so the free lnlfe of 
b11r ond coke ot tho bl9 noon meal was restricted lo a choice of one 
bottle of either bevero9e. Storokeeper Charlie Barker [sealed on fable) 

llG FEED. This busy seen' shows moles ravenously devo11rln9 dinner com­
memorolin9 complelion of their second yur overseas. Oe<pile fhe wor 
beln9 over .nd the specl•I occasion, all hands, ncepf Ike nl9hl shill, 
worked ts usue l. 

passes out the free luue os the 9on9 files slowly past in Iha lon9 chow­
llne. Chief Commluarr Steward Gwynne Neifert (bet-.een table ond 
door) di.tributes specla souvenir menus. 

SOMETHING SPECIAL for the occa•ion was fhi< elaborately decorettd 
11cond ennlverury cake baked by Luther Goodsell (left) end Johnn~ 
Miiier, betlellon t..kery "ma9iclan<." Colee features names of hlends 
where baltellon ""' duty. 



SECODD OUERSEAS 
ADDIUERSARY 

OHIDAWA - 28 AUGUST 1945 



PACESETTER of spoclol homo tolent proc;irom presented on thoalre stac;io 
the nlc;iht of 28 Auc;iu1t wos pop ulor Liou!. Rey Pape who was olso ob · 
servlnc;i tho complefion of his twanly· fourth month o~erseas. His earthy 
humor end 1ly dlc;is kepi proc;irom rolllnc;i . 

STl<AL. Charil• Steele, throws erm1 In olr whon ho discovers John Horanls 
hH 1lol1n their ect. In oddltion to lhelr burluque skit, Steele played 
hermonlco end hi1 perlner brouc;ihl house down by impersonating female 
undreulnc;i (In 1llhou1tte) behind 1crHI'. 

"FRANKIE." Edwin Keddle, T DMllon'1 own Sinatra swoons receptive 
~udlence with his "sweet" rendition of " Emb,.ceeble You." Always popu­
llr with the 971h eudlence, Keddle wu unable lo leave stage until he 
Ji,d rend111d &everel •ddillontl seleclloni. 

W ESTERN STYLE. Oren Ammerman of Brookville, Indiana, wins a big hond 
from rollicklng oudlonco with hi< cowboy version of "When My Drum 
Boot Com11 Home," A quiet chap around Headquarters Division Office, 
Ammerman volunteered to appear on program. 

SPEAKER of the evenlnc;i wt< Chaplain G Jay Umberc;ier, who repmtnted 
the Admonlslrtllon. lubblinc;i over with his characlerilllc tt<I ud good 
fellowshlpl the " Padre" w11 Indeed In rare form es he spoke of home •"d 
of his dH re lo sttv• •II htnds 



"LUCKY LOCKARD and his Five Yen" was M.sster of Ceremonies 
P.sp•'s n•me for the battal!on combo, which provided an omple 
pro9rom of 9ood iarz for tho annfversary celebrotron. Except for 
one mombor, this c losely-knit unit was mode up exclusively of 

87th I.slan t. Tho li•tly sextet wiu uniquely composed of t~ret offi· 
cen and th ree enlisted personnel. left to ri9hl: Tom Peiffer, "Josh" 
Kenning, How~rd Van D>rn, Carp•n tor Vincen t Pa9ono, o Lt. (jg) 
Hanson Mdl Ensign Harold Lockord , leador. 

WAR'S EDD OUERSHADOWS SECODD OUERSEAS 
ADDIUERSllRY 

28 Augus t 1945 found the 87th Seobeos two years overseos. This 
sig nificon t milestone collod for somo kind of special celobr1ilion, bul, 
of course. it bro ught little chonge in the general plan of tho day. 
Most men worked as usual. 

Cooh had proporod something a little special for dinner ond tho 
bakers had outdone themselves with on elaborately decorated cob. 
Supply honded each man an ic~d beer or coke as he showed up lor 
the onniversary repast. 

The men hod omplo reason to celebro lo tho completion of lhoir first 
twenty-four months ovorseos. Not only wore they ''over the hump" 
ond could now roosonobly eKpect to go home, but news had filtered 
through tho·t the Jops hod occepted unconditional surrender. 

This wos the only onniversory celobrotion the battalion hod observed 
overseas. The ond of tho fir.st yoor hod found them on tho ove of 
lt>aving Stirling. Conssquenlly. no party wos held. Arriving ot Now 
Calodonio. all thoughts of the postponed ~rty were lost in tho sub 
sequent hustle ond bustle. 

A number of tho moles spork·plugged by several officers, pro. 
sonted a peppery variety show of tho theolre the evening tho! 
morked tho two-yoor mil os tone. 

Of tho huge oudionco witnessing the Okinawa show thot ovoning, 
only 600 of the original 87th were present. Tho Novy's "ollogod" ro· 
lotion progrom hod liberated o few; others, in excess of complomont. 
wore en route homo, os were the 44-poinfors. 

The entertoinmonl's success was virfuolly guoronteed when lieut. 
Roy F. Pape. long o bottolion favorite, oppoarod as MC. The music 
hod plenty of voriety-the skits wore down-to·oarth. Thus, tho 87th 
commemora ted tho completion of its second year overseas and with it 
-for olf pradicol purposes-World Wor II. 

Tho ruling thought in most minds es lho men stumbled through the 
darkness bock fo their folfored tents WOS tho prospect of on eorly re · 
turn homo. Wi thout rest or leove for two long yeers, the men know 
thoy were long overdue. The end of the wor, however, hod tropped 
the "lucky' 87th in tho worst imaginable spot. All shipping in lhe 
Okinawo sector wos slotod for the occupolion of Jopen. 

The celebrants doubtless slept fitfully lhot night, knowing full well 
lhot the morrow would mork the begmning of their third year over­
soos. 

THE THUE MUSKETEERS. Providing the oll-assenllal hlllbllly touch to the 
v.sriad pro1warn was fhis hearty trio of old bottalion favorltH: Williom 
(" Crusty") E;reen, Artie Hansford and Tom Rooney. Each an lndMdu.sl soloiri, 
they wero unbeatable as a team. 



A p p E n D I 
CODTEDTS 

RANDOM CAMERA ....... . 

C ITATIONS AND COMMENDATIONS 

THE COMPLETE 87TH ITINERARY 

BATIALION MUSTER ..... . 

A DOTE on RADDOm CAmERA 
The following section contains a general hodge-podge of strictly unrelated shots of a mis­

cellaneous nature, which depict incidents, places and personali ties of the 87th Battalion during 

its 27-month tour overseas. It includes no Stateside shots. 

As this volume was being compiled, certain choice pictures were inadvertently squeezed out in 

attempting to achieve a semblance of good, balanced lay-out. 

These shots were set aside as each section was developed and the best of this rather strange 

assortment have been assembled hereinafter without any thought or regard for time or place 

sequence. They are essentially just what their name implies-RANDOM shots! 

The original book plan provided space for a small section of essential group shots. However, 

this idea was eventually discarded as the overall plan for a larger book developed when the 

battalion failed to return to the States upon leaving New Caledonia. Accordingly, the group 

shots have been divided between CAMPS, USA and RANDOM CAMERA. 

The subjects of this miscellaneous section are manifold and diverse. Many are obviously 

posed (something that was frowned upon in the trip sections of the book) and some are really 

corny in the worse sense of the word. 

Perhaps, they are not especially important, but the editors believe most of them contain 

plenty of what made the 87th the crack Seabee outfit it was. 

So the staff gives you RANDOM CAMERA-something you didn't ask for or perhaps didn't 

even expect-and it is offered without apology or regret. 
-THE EDITORS. 

H 

345 

355 

362 

363 



RAnoom CAmERA 



EDITORIAL STAFF Is flnl1hln11 this vo lume et Bolen-Ko. Around toblo 11 •11 
lo rl;ht): Editor Carl Rubio· Ens. Dono Id Porath (officer advisor); Photo· 
9rapher ~d Joskulskl; Tom Cocovu and Tom Peiffer (editorial assblonts): 
(1tendin11): Arli.t Armond Kirschboum end Writtr Croi9 Porter. 

FLYI NG HOME. Another ;roup of 42-yur-olds pose for THE BOOK furl 
beloro leavln; Comp Bolo for homo In late Juno. (Knotllng) : Ac;ie, Bren· 
nan and Sla•.u; (1llndln9): Marvin Martin. Leyden, Splllsbury, Whit•· 
he.>d, lnnou, Dith •nd Deroche. Then 1mi101 full .,on'I come off! 

GIRLS. Th,.• USO show 9lrb (one of Chinese extroction) pass an enjoy• 
able •llornoon wllh 1ome of the fellows off duty of Camp Bolo Recrutlon 
Center. Chaplain Umber;er loins 9 roup for pldure. Girls •nlerlalned 17th 
on sl19 e prevlou1 evenln9 with a lull performance. 

OUTSIDE LOOKING IN, lheJe natives {Kanakas) are witching openln9 
danco al 87tlt-bulll Base CPO Club In Noumoa In Odober, ''""· Amon9 
9uuts wore Comdr. Eastarly and Lt. Comdr. Flynn. Guuts ol honor: 
Admirals J . H Newlon and Poul He ndren. Hall of 871h CPOs at­
tended. 

HE NAMED IT. Howord Hottal Is pre140led !foe wrisl watch by Comdr 
Cook as prite for 1ubmlttin9 wlnnln9 name for lhis volume. Appro1im.1ttly 
4SO names wart 1u99esled by the b6ttolion. The seven (ud911 indudtd 
lhru mt mbus of lht editorial stall. (ltunntr·up: CORAL RIBBONS) . 
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FLAK AT DAWN, The deceptive Jep airmen hod • crafty woy of fol· 
lowin9 Americen pion•• bed to Oklnowa alon9 ebout dawn in tho hope 
ol unloadin9 their e99• before b1ln9 detected, They puFlued the l4me 
toctlc• In the Northern Solomon< In Hrly 1944, and occosionolly, like on 

THE HARO WAY. leltellona, like the 17th, movln9 Into forward uus In 
l•te '43, carried their own llmlttd •upply of 911olln1 and dle<el oll on 
the LSTl. Here, the boy• unloed heevy drum• by hand . Date: 28 Novem· 
bet 1941. 
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Okinewo, the trick worked. However thh limo the r•dar and 9un crew• 
had them •polled H they neued Bolo Point behind U. S. plane. and in· 
•lantly the sky wu a mau of bl.ck Oak puff•. 

WOOD CARVER. Charity Wtl••Y of Philadelphio, b •hown at work on 
Nevel emblem he c.,ved lo 90 over entrence of Receivln9 Station Officers 
Club in Noum ... (Emblem we• not In piece when plduru on 1M9e In 
were tehn) . 

' 



TAKING IT EASY at their quarters a lter work houn on Bolo are Lt. 
Comdr. Flynn tnd Comdr. Cook. Layout features coral flo9stone walk 
felrly comfortable choirs ,a wooden dock, "Statuide" iron beds and steol 
helmets. FoxholH wero nearby. 

KING BEE. Viet Admiral Ban Morull, Chief of tho 8ure1u of Yards and 
Ooch, speaks lo o 9roup of officers t i tho Ord Regiment in August. Rear 
Admiral J. D. 'rice, Commandant, NOB, Okir.awa, Is at sptaker's loft. 

" OLD TIMERS" pause lo h .. 1 boauty llruck for THE EARTHMOVER bt· 
fore ltavln9 for home ond a dischar9e. (Kn .. lin9): Jordan , Shoup. Decker 
1nd Remley; hltndlng): Marltnthat, Hewlett, McDonald, Vo9t, Slache, 
Broomfield ond Kelly. 

FOXHOLE BUNKS were built by many groups .,, rald1 became gradually 
worst. This arron<;1ement enabled men to sleop below 9ro\lnd level without 
hovln<,;1 to arise for conitant alert1. Above: Carlino, DeRyko, Buonora, Palm· 
qulst and Jaskulskl. 

GOING MY WAY? Fr.in~ 8uonoro (lett) and Pelt DeRyh are ondtt•or· 
Ing lo thumb a ride from Oklnowa lo Chin.i off Truckdrivor Robert 'niill. 
However, China, In thi1 in1tanc1, is only tn inilgnlflcanl villa9t btlwun 
Yoilon and Bolo. 

CHAPEL ARTIST. The battalion chtpel at Monie D'Or was <;1r11ll1 ••· 
honctd by this addition of "Christ al G tlhsomane" from tho la lenltd 
brush of Joh:i Schaefer. Many t tlend1d Divine Strticts to 111 and 1d,,.i11 
thh fine cr .. ti•e work. 



SIGNS OF THE TIMES. Comdr. Cook, attired In full "battlefront" regalia, 
including th o compuhoty 1ldo arm pauso1 a t a battery of intersection 
signs to ascertain hl1 nut dlrodlon. While on Okinawa, he was an in­
defatigable travalor. 

READY TO TURN IN. "BIQ John" Ahaeiy a ll dolled up In a genuine Jap 
kimono of 9or9eou1 colorl, eppoars roa<lv lo crawl Into his Gook tomb 
for a peaceful nop. However, Comdr. Cook will probably find him here, 
tool 

UNIFORM OF THE DAY for C1rpenler A. M. Andrews' carpenter ere"' on 
Stirling was whatever one happened lo stlll have around lo weer. Certalnly 
no two of thl1 group ere dreued ellke, which wa1 typical of life in for· 
ward areos. 

FIRST TEAM. Ensl9n John Bovyer (fourth from left, standing) and his radar 
Installation 9an11, who ware commended as a unit for their work under 
onomy flro at •oonolalu during tho Treasury invasion In tale October, 
1943. 

SHADES OF " BEAU GESTE." The equipment depot of the National Marines 
was o frequent place ol visitation for many 871h Se..bees during their 
weekly pll9rlmo9e Into Noumea . II wa s juii like something out of o P. C. 
Wfen novel. 

IT'S STILL EARLY but in late April, on Okinawa, ii paid dividends to be 
on the alert for 1'109IH" any time 1ller sundown. Charlie Johnson (left) 
hu his ru99ed "battery" alerted. Others: Fonlcuberta. Brenn, Bollerhey 
and Worley. 



MAA< Chlof H•rry Levery (d1ndlng, right) complained his 
wouldn't be In THE BOOK (see page 152) so "Jas" look this. 
Kirschbaum, Lyon•1 O'Donnell; (back) : Kellar, Hoback, Ch. Carp. 
"Hannlbal's Ownl' 

picture 
(front): 
Querin, 

THIS GUY SCHAEFER was evor 10 nrsatlle (and photogenicl), arlilli· 
cally speaking, that It was ha1ardou1 to Ignore him. Ho wos •lw•ys doin9 
somlllhlng of photographic inlerHI. Horo , he superimpoJes "Mr. Seabee" on 
MISSEABEE aboard the NAOS. 

MOST ELIGIBLE of all 871h bache lors WH the battalion's first 'txoe," Lt. 
Comdr. Flynn, shown here ot his bu•y desk on Okinawa . An uehltect by 
profeulon, hh know-how In the field of dulgn was an Invaluable asset. 

SMILES. Olflcers often entertained guests from neighboring units at 
Monte D'Or. With hrtender Baird ("Pop") Okey serving them up, 01· 
lice,. Wini•"· Ohen. Betsaas and Pantta1• Pb<• two visitors at the b•r 

A CHARACTER, If lht 871h ever had one, Chief Andy Comp1tl1llo h•d 
some envl•ble cont1ds while working for Civilian Government al S1lp1n. 
The battalion ls Indebted lo him for the cover and all three maps In this 
volume. 

AFTER 24 MONTHS overseas, the mat11 un stlll smile and take it, •••• 
though they may not like II. Here, a rtpr111nlatlvo cross stttlon do••S 
1bttr with their '"nlvtnary dinner al Camp Solo on 28 August 194S. 



FIRST ASHORE on Stlrlln9, D·d4y, was Chlof Poul HowloH and this small 
band of sta lworh, Forlunot'oly, Invasion flroworks exploded on Mono ond 
important buslneu on Stlrlln9 wont ~hood os schodulod. Picture was taken 
months later. 

JAP NEST was found In 1u9or cone field by 871h 
Saipan. Whllo 9uorlllo• 901 •way, food wa• dlll 
tale brukfa.t. Enemy wos uslnc;i re9ulatlon U. 
drinkinc;i water. 

division on maneuvers at 
hot os Japs were having 
S. can for storing their 

FAM ILIAR SIGHT durln9 June and July at Bolo were groups of those 
over·age ond In 11c11• of botlollon complement men milling around 
OOD's lent prior to rtctMn9 orders ond shovlnc;i off by truck for Yontan 
Alrlle ld ind home . 

FRIENDS of lht 871h during Bolo were Lt. Comdr. Springer (•ocond from 
loll), Lieut. Sulllvon and Fll9ht Nurse Keiffer. Shown with Eno. Poroth ond 
Comdr. Cook ol Yonten, these NATS officers arranged air transit home. 

HONEST SWEAT 9oh e lot of fresh concrete troweled down lo the right 
finish If you kttp al II tong ond hard enough, Above, Chiaf Thomu' crew 
•weal It out on Bolo Point c;iarboc;ie dfspo.al project. Here were •ome hard 
workers. 

CRAFTSMEN. C<1rpente, Kori Johannessen !second from left knttllnc;i) 
clalmtd ht had but carpenter shop ctt., on Slirlin9. The battallon 091 .. d 
Chief lob Parrott (third from left, stondin9 ) took over •hop upon WU• 

""'' • dtp1rture for home . 



BOYS WILL BE BOYS, Comdr. Easlorly ond Lt. Comdrs. Osgood and 
Flynn engage In o bit of horseplay ouhlde their Stirling foxhole when 
wiufare was still an ocodemlc pursuit for moil of the unil-cept Co. A.I 

A FAREWEll TO ARMS, Headed, el fell, in the ri9ht dlrecllonj these 
"over-'42" veteroftl fece the cemero Ilk• booh going on o flu! lberly. 
(The editorl re9ret lhel space doesn't permlf identifica1ion of oll lhen 
" charadets.") 

INCESSANT AIR RAIDS on Okinawa forced the overworhd adilori•I 
committee salectin9 plclures for THE EARTHMOVER to work underground 
durln9 May, June ond July. Left to rl9hf : Pholo9ropher Jas kulskll Officer 
Advisor Porath, Editor Rubble. ("Tippy' seorches for her own lkenoss.) 

ART? Staboes thought fhey hod sun virtually everylhln9 In the "art" line 
in the Trusuries, but !hoy had to ewaif tho Okinewe oporolion for this 
•Y•·oponer. Such si9hh wero not unusual oround Yonlan and Kedtn• 
strips. 

AN INVASION UNIT. II was many smell gro11ps Ille this one headed by 
Chief Tom 8eiloy that made up tho 87lh's invasion teem when the Alll11 
pushed the J.ips off Mono In "4], Tlsete "'•r• unloedin9 1pecialfds 

SAWMllLERS coaso operation• on Stirlln9 lon9 enough lo square off 
with cemere os o group, This wu the gang lhot could never do 1nou9h 
to please everyone as the demond for lumber olweys ucudod mui111•111 
output, 



LT. COL. Loo Smith, USMC,_ Officer In Charc110 of operations at buly 
Yontan Airfield, posu with 1,.;omdr. Cook 61 Air Bue Commend head· 
quarters prior to h1ndln9 87th sklppor the " Well Done" letter •ppearln9 
on pa90 360. 

CHOW WAGON •hilad strip <1nd adfacenl shop •reas on rl9ldly flaed 
schedule until Stirlln9 Field wu completed. Workln9 el9hl·hour shift.­
three shifts spannin9 24 hourJ-lha men had full enou9h time off lo ut on 
lob. 

BATEN-KO Camp. In September, lht Army finished ta~in9 over Solo Point 
and the 17th was forced to move lo Bolen-Ko. nor Bucknor Bay, whore 
they moved into the partlelly completed c•mp recently vecated by the 
'6th Stebeu 

" lErS GO"-HOMEI Upon completion of Bolo Fleld on It Jult-JO days 
after llartln9 dat.-lieuh. Pape and Markette literally "lay down on 
the fob" and concur In fhe mates' favorite addition l·o Comdr. Cook's pet 
sl9n. 

JAP DESIGN of this trim "Belly" bombor impreued many America"' on 
I~ ~hlma ~.h•!!_. enemy.'~"·~~~~ mission _arrived In Au9ull. SmaJI port_lon 



BLITZED by Iha ll9htwol9hl typhoon thot hit Okinawa on 16 September, 
THE EARTHMOVER staff surveys wreckage of lh lent headquarters before 
movln9 lnlo vaconl Consor Office. THE 8001< was saved by removal to 
Penonn•l·Dlsbun ln9 . 

SUPPLY ISSUE ROOM wos os herd hit by lint typhoon as any of the lenh 
housln9 lht men. Htrt Pet Welsh (loll) and Jock Sakowilt, supply store· 
koopers, sur .. y lhe ulonslve dom19e. Bollallon had day off for repain. 

MANY lost everythln9 .. copl whet they wore . Tents were ripped lo 
shreds or blown owoy. OuonHls were torn apart and hurled throu9h the 
tit. Tent decks were blown about Ilk• matchsticks. Here, 1urvivor> wlva9e 
·em~lns look office colltpHd, but a mlracle saved this volume. 

HOMES wore wrecked througho JI Camp Bolo by the Sabbath typhoon 
lhel Rnolly blow lholl out early Monday morning. Mon whose tenh wort 
blown down In the nl9ht sought refuge in quonset office bulldln9s. Hert, 
R Division dl9s out. 

WORST TYPHOON to hit Okinawa in 20 years wrecked entire Island , '" 
cludln9 871h's 8oltn·Ko comp, on 9 October. Taken second day alter 
lorrlly[n9 debaclt

1 
view shows partially rebuilt area, lncludin9 wrochd 

Pod Olflct ond Snip'• Sloro. 

PRIME EXAMPLE of typhoon's oweiome fury is what ii did lo hu91 t71h 
chow holl. Mtn sou9hl to oscope with their livu by hidin9 In rttftrs tnd 
Gook tombs. Wind w41 clocked at 173 miles per hour •• N•luro's slHm· 
roller ruched puk. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
of the United States Pacific Fleet 
Headquarters of the Commander 

(NOUMEA, NEW CALEDONIA) 

In the name of the President of the United States, the Commander South Pacific Area and South 
Pacific Force takes pleasure in awarding the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

AU RELIO TASSONE, 

Machinist's Mate, Second Class, United States Naval Reserve 

for service as set forth in the following 
CITATION 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action against the enemy while serving with a naval 
construction battalion during and following the initial landing by Allied forces on the Treasury Is­
lands, British Solomon Islands, on 27 October 1943. When a Japanese pillbox became very active, 
causing casualties and impeding unloading operations, TASSONE, who was operating a bulldozer, 
was ordered to silence it. Without delay or hesitation, he raised the blade and moved forward 
against the pillbox. At the signal from his officer in charge, he dropped the blade and effectively 
silenced the position and annihilating twelve of the enemy entrenched therein. His courageous con­
duct was in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service." 

* 
SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 

of the United States Pacific Fleet 

Headquarters of the Commander 

(NOUMEA, NEW CALEDONIA) 

W. F. HALSEY. 
Admiral, U. S. Navy. 

The Commander South Pacific Area and South Pacific Force takes pleasure in commending 

LIEUTENANT CHARLES E. TURNBULL, 

Civil Engineering Corps, United States Nav11I Reserve 

for service 11s set forth in the following 
CITATION 

'For skillful and effective performance of duty while serving with a naval construction ba\falion 
during and following the initial landing by Allied forces on the Tre11sury Islands, British Solomon Is­
lands, on 27 October 1943. Lieutenant TURNBULL though exposed to enemy fire, courageously di­
rected the movements of a bulldozer used in the destruction of a Japanese pillbox, which was imped­
ing unlo11ding operations by its effective fire. His leadership, devotion to duty and tireless efforts 
in the bl11zing of roads through hostile jungle was an inspiration to his men and in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service." 

W. F. HALSEY, 
Ad miral, U. S. Navy. 
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OTHER AWARDS-TREASURY-BOUGAlnUILLE CAmPAIGn 
COMMENDATION WITH RIBBON 

FOR SKILLFUL AND EFFECTIVE PERFORMANCE OF DUTY DURING AND FOLLOWING THE 
INITIAL LANDINGS ON THE TREASURY ISLANDS 

AWARDED BY 

WILLIAM F. HALSEY 
Admiral, U. S. Navy 

TO 

ENSIG N JOHN R. BOVYER THOMAS J. BAILEY 
Civil Engineer Corps, U. S. Naval Reserve Chief Ship Fitter, U. S. Naval Reserve 

summARY OF AWARDS-OHlnAWA CAmPAIGD 

* LEGION OF MERIT 
FOR EXCEPTIONALLY MERITORIOUS SERVICE AS OFFICER IN CHARGE 

DURING THE OKINAWA CAMPAIGN 
AWARDED BY 

CHESTER W. NIMITZ 
Fleet Admiral, U. S. Navy 

TQ 

COMMANDER RICHARD R. COOK 
Civil Engineer Corps, U. S. Navdl Reserve 

* BRONZE STAR 
FOR MERITORIOUS PERFORMANCE OF DUTY DURING THE OKINAWA CAM PAIGN 

AWARDED BY 

CHESTER W. NIMITZ 
Fleet Admiral, U. S. Navy 

TO 

LI COMDR. JAMES DOUGLAS 
Civil Engineer Corps, U. S. Navy 

LIEUT. RAYMOND F. PAPE 
Civil Engineer Corps, U. S. Naval Reserve 

* 
COMMENDATION WITH RIBBON 

FOR MERITORIOUS PERFORMANCE OF DUTY DURING THE OKINAWA CAMPAIGN 

AWARDED BY 

CHESTER W. NIMITZ 
Fleet Admiral, U. S. Navy 

TO 

LIEUT. COMDR. EDWARD A. FLYNN LIEUT. BENJAMIN T. MARKETIE, JR. 
Civil Engineer Corps, U. S. Naval Reserve Civil Engineer Corps. U. S. Naval Reserve 

LIEUTENANT LOUIS D. SPAW, JR. 
Civil Engineer Corps, U.S. Naval Reserve 

HARVEY 0. POSTON ENNIS R. BALDRIDGE 
Chief Motor Machinist's Mate, U. S. Naval Reserve Chief Carpenter's Mate, U. S. Naval Reserve 
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DETACHMENT TWO 
COM AIR NOR SOLS 

November 9, 1943. 

From: Commanding Officer. 

To: Commander, 8th (NZ) Bdg. Gp. 

Subject: Recommendation for Commendation. 

I. It is recommended that the small unit of the 87th Neval Construction Battalion, 

which landed at Soanatalu, Treasury lslan ds, for the purpose of placing the radar, be 

commended by letter for their fine work. 

2. In order to install the first long-range radar, it was necessary to break down a 

coral bluff on the beach, build a road up a steep hill and continue through the jungle to 

the site chosen. After this had been done, the unit bulldozer towed the heavy radar 

equipment to the chosen position. All the above was extremely difficult and the 

natural obstacles could only be overcome by them. Through their hard work, it was pos­

sible to have the long-range radar in position on D-1 (Bougainville) day as was ordered. 

3. The C. 8. reply to all orders was "CAN DO," which was exceedingly edifying and 

encouraging in the face of apparently pessimistic surroundings and circumstances. 

4. In addition, due to their efforts, the second long-range radar was placed in po­

sition on D-4 day. 

5. The below listed comprise the mentioned unit, which not only lived up to their 

motto, "CAN DO," but also gave evidence of fine soldierly qualities: 

BOVYER, J. R .. Ens. GREGG, D. M., S le. 

RYCHLAK, F., BM le. HAYES, 0. B., Sic. 

MURPHY, R. L., MM2c. 

THOMPSON, G . L., MM2c. 

GORDON. D. W., CM2c. 

COVEY, E. R., CM3c. 

BARKS, L. L., SI c. 

CABLE, L. M., S le. 

GRACE, R. H., SI c. 

GRAVES, W. E., Sic. 

PAULSON, W. D., Sic. 

BENNETT, J.E., S2c. 

CHARLES, C. J., S2c. 

FLYNN, E. J., S2c. 

GIANNATTASIO, E. R., S2c. 

OSTMAN. E. E., S2c. (MIA) 

SCANLON, W.R., Sic. 

TURMAN, A. R., S2c. 

B. V. LEARY, 

Major, U. S. Marine Corps 



HEADQUARTERS 
Eighth NZ Infantry Brigade 

NZEF (I. P.) 
Commender C. R. Hersum, 
Commending, Novel Bose, 
Treasury. 
Through: (I) Commander Naval Bases, Forward Area. 

t8 May 1944. 

(2) Commending General, VI Island Command. 
On leaving Treasury Islands and relinquishing commend of the Island Bose, I wish to place on 

record my greet appreciation of the splendid work thot the following unit hos done during the last 
six months os well as to express my sincere thanks for the loyal cooperation, valuable advice and 
personal kindness I have received from their officers and ihe men associated with them. 

The 87th CBs were responsible for the early stages of progress in circumstances of jungle condi­
tions and weaiher which could hardly have been worse. This battalion, under the oble direction of 
Commander Easterly, by dint of tremendously hard and sustained effort and by working for weeks 
around the clock ond often under enemy bombing attack, developed the airfield, dock, and many 
other facilities in a manner which I can only describe as amazing. In the early weeks this unit carried 
out these duties with only the bore essential work on their own quarters and the progress made under 
these trying circumstances is all the more noteworthy. This bottolion hos done a splendid job of 
which they moy feel justifiably proud. 

I would be pleased if recipients of this letter would make known to oil ranks my appreciation and 
thanks for their fine efforts. L. G. GOSS. 

Brigadier, Comdg., Treasury Islands. 

U. S. ACORN TWELVE 
c/ o Fleet Post Office 

San Francisco, California 
(TREASURY ISLANDS) 

PIS 20 June 1944. 
Serio! 0669 
From: Commanding Officer. 
To: Officer-in-Charge, 87th Naval Construction Battalion. 
Via: Officer-in-Charge, 21st Naval Construction Regiment. 
Subject: Commendation. 

I. As your job at this bose nears completion, it gives me a great deal of pleasure to extend to 
you, your officers, and your men a hearty commendation on a job well done. 

2. The splendid job you have done in the construction of the strip. aviation camps, roads and 
other faciliHes hos been appreciated not only by the officers and men of ACORN TWELVE, but by 
oil of the cir activities at this base. R. SANDERS. 

HEADQUARTERS 42ND BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M) 

SUBJECT: Comr::ondotion. 

APO 706 Unit I 
(TREASURY ISLANDS) 

TO: Commander. Naval Base, APO 706, Unit I. 

2 t August 1944. 

I. On the completion of the tour of duty of this Group ot this station, I am taking this oppor­
tunity of expressing my sincere appreciation for the splendid cooperation you and your subordinate 
units have given to ol the units of the 42nd Bombardment Group (M). 

2. From the first introduction of this organization to this Island in January, 1944, you and your 
organization have given untold assistance to us. The 87th Naval Construction Battalion has coop­
erated 100 per cenl in aiding in our camp construction and maintenance, providing equipment 
needed and mointoining the oirdrome facilities for our tactical aircraft. 

3. Your splendid cooperation in helping us to efficiently moinlain our combat strike schedule has 
boon a coniributing factor in the successful completion of the Solomons campaign. 

4. On behalf of all the personnel of the 42nd Bombardment Group (M), I want to wish you Happy 
Landings and success in your future operations. 

HARRY E. WILSON, 
Colonel, Air Corps, Commanding. 
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U.S. S. NAOS 
Fleet Post Office 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

From: Commanding Officer. 
To: Commander Service Squadron, South Pacific Force. 
Subject: Commendation-Letter of. 

Noumea, New Caledonia, 
16 September 1944. 

I. In the writing of this letter, it becomes almost a necessity to digress from formalized Naval 
correspondence to adequately convey the appreciation and thanks of the officers and men of this 
Command to the organization (87th N. C. B.) which this vessel just recently transported from the 
Treasury Islands to Noumea. 

2. During the course of our tour of duty in this area, under your operational command, this vessel 
has transported many thousands of personnel of all the branches of the armed services, but not until 
the last operation have we contacted a unit, which by its magnificent spirit and wholehearted coopera. 
tion, has moved us to so depart from orthodox routine as to prompt the writing of this letter. 

3. Prior to embarkation, the men of this unit removed to their encampment and scrubbed by 
hand over one thousand canvas bunk bottoms: th oroughly scrubbed, washed and policed all the 
troop compartments on the ship, loaded some 1,500 tons of their own equipment, volunteered for 
sea watches, accomplished innumerable repairs in all departments and as a fina l gesture of good­
will provided the manpower to load outbound Army material and mobile equipment when other la­
bor was not provided. As this is being written, artificers from this unit have just completed an all­
night task of installing a new unit of ovens in the bake shop. 

4. The crew have requested me as Commanding Officer to express to the Commanding Officer 
and the men of the 87th U. S. Naval Construction Battalion iheir many thanks for all favors and 
their best wishes. 

5. I should like to add my own "Well Done." 

cc : CO, 87th USNCB 
File. 

N. E. WILCOX. 

* 
AIR BASE COMMAND, FIELD NO. 6 

COMMANDER NAVAL AIR BASES, 3256 

From: The Air Base Commander. 

c / o Fleet Post Office, 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 
(Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands) 

To: The Officer in Charge, 87th Naval Construction Battalion. 
Via: The Commander, Naval Air Bases, Navy Number 3256. 
Subject: Letter of Congratulations. 

16 June 1945. 

I. The writer wishes to officially congratulate the officers and men of your organization on the 
completion, this date, of the FIRST HEAVY BOMBER STRIP ON OKINAWA, YONTAN AIRFIELD. 

2. The perfection of the grading, compaction and shoulders of this strip is a testimonial of your 
organization's skill, and the completion of this runway is a direct, vital and real blow against our 
enemy. 

3. The spirit of cooperation displayed by all hands of your organization in accom pishing this task 
made the project most successful. 

LEO R. SMITH, 
Lt. Col., U. S. M. C. 
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COMMANDER NAVAL AIR BASES, NAVY 3256 

NAB3256/ P 15 
Serial: 79 
FIRST ENDORSEMENT 

c/ o Fleet Post Office 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

From: Commander Naval Air Bases, Navy No. 3256. 
To: The Officer in Charge, 87th Naval Construction Battalion. 
Via: Commanding Officer, 43rd Regiment, Naval Construction Battalions. 

21 June 1945. 

I . In forwarding basic correspondence, the writer wishes to express his opinion and appreciation 
of the work done in the form of COMMENDATION for Work performed by your organization. 

2. The spirit of coopera lion with which the above was accomplished is deserving of special note 
and is sincerely appreciated by this command. 

W. M. DILLON, 
Commodore, U. S. N. 

43RD U. S. NAVAL CONSTRUCTION REGIMENT 
c/ o Fleet Post Office, 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
PIS 
Serial: 527 
SECOND ENDORSEMENT 

Air Base Commander 
Yontan's Letter of 
16 June 1945. 
From: Officer in Charge, 43rd U. S. Naval Construction Regiment. 
To: Officer in Charge, 87th U. S. Naval Construction Battalion. 
Subject: Letter of Co;igrl!tulations-Forwarding of. 

I. Forwarded with congratulations. 

25 June 1945. 

2. Letters of congratulations, such as this, are further proof of the appreciation for the Sea­
bees as a whole, and every officer and enlisted man of the 87th Seabees can be justly proud of the 
accomplishments on Yontan Airfield under enemy a irborne attacks, bombings, and enemy shelling. 

3. The 43rd Naval Construction Regiment again says to the 87th Seabees: "Well Done." 
W. W. STUDDERT, 

Commander, CEC, USNR. 

87TH U. S. NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 
c/ o Fleet Post Office 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
PIS/ (RRC:ik) 
Serial: 330 
THIRD ENDORSEMENT 

From: The Officer in Charge. 
To: All Officers and Enlisted Personnel. 

27 June 1945. 

I. Honest and diligent effort rarely goes unrewarded, as has been proven by the commendations 
received by this unit for the fine work on Yontan Airfield. 

2. It is with a graat amount of pleasure that I extend this letter to you with 1he admission that I 
am proud to be the Officer in Charge of the 87th Baitalion-the "on the ball" outfit. 
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Commander, CEC, USNR. 



THE comPLETE 87TH ITlnERARY 
(Stateside and Overseas) 

23 February 1943-19 December 1945 

23 February 1943-Formed at NCTC, Camp Peary 
Williamsburg, Va. (Date Officer in Charge re 
ported). 

16 April 1943-Battalion transfe rred to NCTC, Camp 
Endicolt, Davisville, Rhode Island. (31 officers and 

1,080 men). 

17 April 1943-Arrived a t NCTC, Camp Endicott, Davis· 
ville, R. I. 

13 June 1943-Transferred by three troop trains to ABD. 
Camp Rousseau, Port Hueneme, California. (30 offi. 
cers and 1,06 t men). 

19 June 1943-Arrived at Camp Rousseau, Port Hue· 
neme, California. 

28 August 1943-Troop ship (S. S. ROBIN WENTLEYJ 
departed ABD, Port Hueneme, California for over 
seas. (25 officers and 1,012 men). 

29 August 1943-Supply ship (S. S. COMET) departed 
ABD. Port Hueneme , California for overseas. (4 
officers and 12 men) 

14 September 1943-Troop ship arrived Noumea New 
Caledonia. 

16 September 1943-Supply ship arrived Noumea, New 
Caledonia. 

26 Sepiember 1943-Troop ship departed Noumea, New 
Caledonia. 

29 Sep I ember 1943-T roop ship fayed overnight at 
Guadalcanal. 

30 Seplember 1943-Troop ship arrived Banika, Russell 
Islands. Southern Solomons. 

October 1943-Supply ship departed Noumea, New 
Coledonio. 

S October 1943-Suoply ship arrived Banika. Russell 
Islands. 

18 October 1943-Company A, plus miscellaneous 
rotings from Headquarters Company, detached from 
battalion and deoorted Banika Russell Islands, os 
first echelon on for,.,ard movement via Guadal­
canal, for amphibious training. (6 officers and 224 
men). 

27 October 19-+3-First echelon arrived with assault 
forces (8th New Zealond Brigade) at Mono and 
Stirling, Treasury Islands, Northern Solomons. 

26 November 1943-Second echelon departed Banika 
Russell Islands. (21 officers and 720 men). 

28 November 1943-Second echelon arrived Stirling, 
T reosury Islands. 

8 December 1943-Th ird echelon departed Banika, Rus. 
sell Islands. (3 officers and 50 menJ. 

I 0 December 1943-Third echelon arrived Stirling, Treas 
ury Islands. 
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5 September 1944-Fim echelon departed Stirling, Treas­
ury Island~. (26 officers and 1.028 men). 

I 0 September 1944-Fir:;t echelon arrived Monte D Or 
New Caledonia. 

25 September 1944-Second echelon departed Stirling 
Treasury Islands. (I officer and 50 men). 

30 September 1944-Second echelon arrived Monte 
D'Or, New Caledonia. 

I I January 1945-First echelon departed Noumea , New 
Coledonia. (6 officers and 344 menJ. 

27 Jonuory 1945-First echelon arrived Soipan, Mari 
onas Islands, after brief layovers at T ulagi and 
Eniwetok. 

3 I Januory 1945-Second echelon departed Monte D Or 
New Caledonia. (22 officers and 717 men). 

16 February 1945-Second echelon arrived Saipan, Mari­
anas Islands a~er short ayovers ot Guodalcanal 
ond Eniweto~. 

11 February 1945-Third echelon departed Monte D Or 
New Caledonia. (3 officers and 25 men). 

3 Morch 1945-Third echelon arrived Saipon, Morianas 
lslonds, ofter brief layovers at Banika and Eniwetok. 

29 Mart'h 1945-Comdr. Robert Easterly, CEC, USNR 
relieved os Officer in Charge by Comdr. Richard 
R. Cook, CEC, USNR. 

20 April 1945-First echelon departed Saipan, Morianas 
Islands. (27 officers and 741 menJ . 

27 April 1945-First echelon arrived Okinawa Shima 
Ryukyu Retto. 

7 Moy 1945-Second echelon departed Saipan Man 
anos Islands. (5 officers and 327 men). 

14 Moy 1945-Second echelon arrived Okinawa Shimo, 
Ryukyu Retto. 

2 September 1945-War against Japan forma 'Y con 
eluded aboard U. S. S. MISSOURI in Tolyo Bay. 

10 Septemb"r 1945-Comor. Richard R. Cook, CEC 
USNR relieved as Officer in Charge by L+. Comdr. 
James Douglas, CEC USN. 

25 September I 945-87th camp moved from Bolo Point 
to Baten-Ko on Buckner Bay. 

7 November 1945-Last contingent of battalion em 
barked for return to the States. (6 officers, 361 men). 

21 November 1945-EA RTH MOVER editors departed 
Okinawa for Portlond, Oregon. 

4 December 1945-EARTHMOVER editors arrived Port 
lond aboard U. S. S. HASKI LL. 

19 December 1945-EARTHMOVER editor-in-chief de 
livered this volume to publishers at Baton Rouge. 
Louisiana, exactly one year after it was commenceo 
at New Caledonia. 



OFFICERS 

COMDR. COOK, RICHARD R 15'4 Ru1nerford Rood. Morion, North 
Corolina. 

COMDR. EASTERLY, ROBERT, 23 Eue• Court Porl Washingtoh, New Yorl. 

COMDR. FLEISCHER, ABRAHAM J.. 17~9 Grand Concourse New York 
Now York, 

LT. COMDR. COLP EDWARD A. 3719 Par; Ave., Minneapoli•, Minnesot•, 

LT. COMDR. DOUGLAS. JAMES. c/o Bureau of Yord• .snd Doc~ Wosh 
ington D. C. 

LT. COMDR. H YNN EDWARD A. Ill Del•oll St. Nof1h Xeo~o Ohio. 

LT. COMDR OSGOOD FREDERICK P. R.F.D, 8, Bo• 209 Corey Rd 

LT (19) BELSMS. JUEL H ., )J2S Par< Ave. South, Minneapolis Minn 
~1010. 

Ll.(19) DALY GROVER J. JR., 320 Main S1 .. Evanston Illinois. 

LT.(i<J) FARRELL WILLIAM P. 171J 85th St.. Eo•t Seartl!: W)shin ! 
ton. 

LT,(j9) MANNIX WILLIAM E,. s,,,..,. r 5, So-erv'lle, Mauacliustlls. 

lT.(j9) MAPBLE, ERNEST T. 543 Elm St. No•:n W~ 6•'d9owo•er 
Md•wchuse!ls 

Toledo Ohio. lf.(j9 ) ROBERTSON ALEXANDER R. IV 129 Edg~-ooo Rood, Ardrr.c.re 

LIEUT. BOVYER, JOHN R. Scio, Ohio 

LIEUT BRITTON JOHN C. 407 At .. ood Ave,, Galion, Ohio. 

LIEUT. CASTANES JAMES C .. 831 Bradley Place, Chicago, Illinois. 

LIEUT DAVIS ARTHUR L. 10 Cumming1 St. Irvington, New Jenet. 

llEUT HART HAROLD S., JR. 2801 Co um1>11s 31wd. Co'ol GoblM 
Flouda. 

LIEUT, HENNING. BERTSELL F., P.O. Bo1 138, Weston. Ohio. 

LIEUl KAV/INAGH, CYRIL R., Unov. ol S.•n Francisco, 2300 Fi.olledon SI ,, 
S~n Tronci1co Colifornio. 

LIEUT. KULBERG, OSCAR N. JSa~ Yorkshlro Rood, Posodeno, Coltlornio. 

Lll!UT. LYNCH, STEVE W., 1952 72nd Piece, Eo1t, Chlco90, Illinois 

LIEUT. MARl<ETTE BENJAMIN f. JR. Enlcrprlse, Mississippi. 

LIEUT, PANITAJA TOIVO E~ R. F. O. t, Bo• 4)1 , Reedley Cliliforn\•. 

LIEUT, PAPE RAYMOND F., 495 Witmer St. le< Angeles. C41'1orn;o 

LIEUT. PEARLMAN LAWRENCE 458 IC~nl S• , B•oc~l:ne Mo.sacl•"serrs, 

LIEUT. REILLY, WILLIAM C. <!07 C~mdtn Co rr Ano Arbor M;c11:9on, 

LIEUT. SEUGLING, ROBERT J. 15 Prosp,•I St, little Falls, New Jersey. 

LIEUT. SIELKEN MARVIN F., 100'/ We.tern Ave, Toledo, Ohio. 

LIEUT SNIDER, BRUCE 0., 125 State St •• Keyser, Wes! V:rgin;o. 

LIEUT SPARKS. ESTILL E., m6 •4th Court, N. W., Miomi, Florido. 

llEUT. SPAW LOUIS D. JR. 209 Howlhorno A·•. Howston, Teros. 

LIEUT. TURNBULL CHARLES E., 1623 St, Ma,..,·s St Raleigh, Non~ Car 
olin.1, 

LIEUT. UMBERGER GRANT J., 316 Sond Hill Rood Leb~non Pennsylvonio. 

LIEUT. WHYre. WILLl/IM L., JR., 211 Blouvoll Ave., HoHoK~s. New 
Jersey. 

LIEUT. WINTERS, ALFRED C. IO'H Commorclal St., Broken Arrow Okie 
homo. 

LIEUT. ZORN, EUGENE L. 8B·47 16111 Sr., J~molco, Ne .. York. 
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i.T,(jg WATKINS ERNEST M, Glendale, Tollohossee. Flo,;do, 

ENS, BRAGDON JOHN E. 5l6 Su11w P.o~d Wo:e•loo, la .. a. 

E"IS. CIZEK FRANK J., 7349 G•~ve Avt. 8cr•rn II ho:.. 

ENS. DEYOE GEORGE M. Glen1oood Go•dens Yon.ers Ne. lo" 

ENS. CASTFIELO KERMIT E. Po" Tc~nsend w,.~.rg•on. 

ENS. LOCKARD., HAROLD J. Gr~vbull Wvomong. 

ENS. PORATH, DONALD A. 41~ South Erir St. DePere, Wisconsin 

CH. CARP. GLADISH WILLIAM C. 38 Eas• Lock Lone Richmond, Vii 
qini~ 

CH. CARP MITCHELL CARL J. 2424 Arrn• Post RDOd Det Moine.s lowft , 

CH CARP OLSEN HUGO C. Q F. D I S.-~ville Ca•of Count, Mn•) 
0 d 

CH. CARP, QUERIN FRANCIS •• Arlir9'<>" Docl Co., Pier So Sea•t c 
w.,, .. ~nq•on. 

C .... CAltP. STUART, JOSEPH 0 911S Fe•n•ood Ra~ 8"1ncsoo, M~•• ond 

CARP. ANDREWS, ANDPEW M •• 5e SOLnd Bc<1c• Ave .. Old Greenwich 
Coonccticd. 

CAP.P, BAILEY, THOMAS J. I IOS A1h lano Ave. Nor•n Ct 1eago tllor.o , 

CAllP. CARLISLE THO~AS M, 11•6 Fi1'41 S1, Pac'f.c Pofoaae., Califo•nin, 

CAl<P. llGGETI WILBUR G. HI Citru1 Ave. Sou:n to, Angelt1 C" 
for :11 

CARP. MANLEY HOMER L. 2605 Ho••~rsuckl~ Fort Worth, Te>o1. 

CARP. McCR/IRY FRANK. D~v .. 1po11 Cnlllotni•. 

CARP. O'MEARA EDWARD J, ll28 0.,1 St, South Casper, Wyomlr.9, 

CARP PAGANO ViNCENl 



ALABAMA 
ABBOTT J"~c H. <\547 Nini!• Terroc:c, 8irmin'J~4 "". 
BLAND, RuHus E .. ·1~05 Brood S1 Phenix Cirv. 
FORO EIH< M., R, F. 0. I eo• 180, leiqhton. 
l'iAYES, Jo~~ C., Mo•qc<um. 
Hl~L Willi~m N •• S21 F•rst s•. HunlsvHle. 
HUDSON, Jos. L., Jr. 1136 Wills Ave., Florence. 
HUGHES, Joe A., ll07 Hill Ave .. Go)ei5den. 
KNIGHT. Grover C. Jr. R. F. D .. 6 Sewner. 
le BARON, Froncis R._ leCIS Stpne St •. Mobilt. 
McDUFFIE. Dallas P •. R. f. D. 2 Sonson. 
McGill, Ma~ H., 608 Nineteenth St S. W., Bir· 

min:iltbm. 
McKINNEY, Arthur W. Jr •. R. F D., 2. Bo 111 

FloMnr.~. 
PARSONS Thomas f. R. F D. I Bo1 162 Se•lrnor. 
REGAN. Aoron A. i27 Boinsdan Si., Andatusa. 
SCHERER Gcorqe E. 2520 Warrior Rd., 1lifrn.inqham. 
SCiWSGS, Julius F., 305 Norlh Concc1>lion Sr .. 

Mobil a. • 
SIMON, Joseph, c/o W>1ormon Stea •<h•o Co •. Mo 

bif~. 
SMITHERMAN, "D" "C' , f 12 25ih Sf., Leeds. 
THOMPSON Grodv l. Wes1 81ockron. 
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VAN HOUTEN John D. P. 0. Bo• 289 Sn.>"'"'"'· 
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WtLli~'Ms Joe H. IW6 Avcnu •A," Phcn;A City. 

ARIZONA 
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Ave., Phooni1~ 
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BLACK Rufus W. P. 0. So• 73, Wlleorlev. 
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HICKEY Gerold C..row•v. 
SMITH, ·~fvin Q., P. 0. Box <11 Mount.>in Home. 
WtlSON Rov W. Gf~n·vcod. 

CALIFORNIA 
ALEXANDER, R11hcll B., 539 •17th SI., Wo._I, lo' 

Anodt1" 
ALLEN Edw4rd C., 26~ 0111 Montr St. PatJ•J '"'­
AUGU~TUS, loMonlo E 7/A B~rgcr Av,., South 

lta Ancioles. 
SARKS Lt1W3rren l ., IOI I E. C•.nlral, La Horbr~ 
BISHOP, Raymond M., 5333 Oeonc Ave.. Los An-
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1 BOWMAN Roberi A., Jr. ~30 Ser nic; Onv~. ~ ' " ,, 

Barb,,,,. 
oOWE~S. Re beet .... '36'1 Mtdro'<I Av1 lo~ Anqcl '· 
BRENN Mo111'41f 0. 234 21si St, E.>st, l'>nq hb ·t. 
CABRAL Jo,eph M, 3018 Kellogg St. , S"n Diego. 
CARINGELLA, Vito J,, ~23 GarvWo Avo., w~•t 

Wilrnor, 
Cl'Al!OT, Joscp~ H .. 71/15 Wilbur Av11. Re.~do , 
COLE. P..>)rnond C., Jr., 1720 P111,,, A"' Sav11, 

Alh,•Ttbr3, , 
CONN P4ol J. 1416 front St., ~~" o., rio. 
COVEY, Ev..,rcll R., 13650 Sh.,tmdn W<>'/ Vin 

CU~~~hEDGE Lonlol IO'nl Hulrne SI., ~1·nwood , 
CALTON Jornci. Eilrl' 312 Ac:.icio Aw-. S~n 8•1111 0. 
DAVISON Oouglo H 1~08 l'>cific S•.. h":rs 

liefd. 
ENOUIST, Llo,d C. 1131 Afomedo North , Glen.Jolt. 
ESCOBEDO. MotcoHno F. , 3004 Hobntr Blvd., South 

Los Anr,iolc•. 
FALL Arthur L., SJ4 Lomcr SI., North, Burboni , 
FERREIRA Josooh C., 3~8 Soconri St. Eo•t, Los 

Angele!. 
FERRON. J~"'es f 268 Norro• Av•. South 

Ang"I">. 
FITZGERALD, Oeon4fd F.. 1498 Hiqhloncl Ave. 

Ne~clles. H'll 
FRASER. Corr,,tl S., 9163 Sulton Wov, Beverly • i . 
GILLESPIE, Ambrose J.. 47;5 Slav on Ave. E>1I , 

M4y,.>Od. 
GREEN Wif1;3m M. Albio " 
GldSSOM Tomrny F., 36J Arrow Eoll . Uplond, 
GU MS, D~vit"f, 23S MoHwood Ave., Stoc~ton .• 
G USTAFSON, Horold V., 21-44 FJ~•.t St., San D·~cio 
HAMILTON. R1>Hlcn G. 1902 S1•lecnlh S1., Sonlo 

Monie.,, 
HENRY, Ri • •'d J., Jr., '4'1 Vie M11or10<1tt M"•lc 

bello. 
HERROLD, Goorgc M. 131 Ivy Avo .. Norrh, Men 

lQ<;a . l A 
HIME, la~nMd G., 3I11 Bellevue Ave., os n 

HCiJ5
1
e

5
Gavlord E., 4821 S•conri Av• .. Les ""' 

9eles. 
HUNTER Wlllior A. Wllmin91on. . 
KARLOWSKI, Gust<>v, 824 Mildr~J St Wesf El 

Mon lo. 
KENN ING, Joe~ D.. 12l Kenney Sf. Oc~en Par~. 
KIRSCHBAUM, Alvin G., 1441 To~lor SI. Son Fr.s~. 

Ci$CO. 

KIRSCHBAUM, Armond M, 210 Fa" Oats S1. 5.,,, 
Fronc:lsco. 

KP.UEGEl(I Jomes R., 411 Compton Blvd. Eo11 , 
Como on 

BATTALION MUSTER 
ENLISTED PERSONNEL 

LOMMAISCH Errett A.. 16i7 Ca"'ou Rol11, l~s 
Anqltles. 

LUBISICH, Motc:htll P.. 2311 Scbader o,;,,, Santo 
Monica. 

MAHONEY, Clltford P. , Jr. it f. D. ~. llox 371S. 
Sacr4mento. 

MAKI Adrian R.. 2800 Sre>• r Ave.. Los Anqcles. 
MARCUS Claude 32-0 Fo rlh Av<:.. S4c,om~"lo. 
Mcl<l891;.:, Irvin H. 5269 Third S<.. S3n F•anc: co. 
McBRIDE,' John F., P. O., Bo, 254 Coronado. . 
MILLER Jacl: C 531 Duarte Road West, Arcad10, 
MORGAN Jomei' G •. P. 0. Bot 143 Scoli.:i. 
MORGAN Mox ~.. 1011 Oreherd Sl. Susanvilt.. 
MOORMAN J.,mes G. 310~ a-o~ciway. SJnt 

Moniu. 
PACHECO, Louis 14716 Delano St., Ver Nuvs. 
PETERSEN, M4rfin J., 319 Eve Sr •. Modcllo. • 
PICK.ERING, O~r.or J., 4~2i, Com•IQ<O~ South, Whit 

PlFERer.Eli W., 4070 S"'O•cl Ave .. Sacromen'o. 
PUINtz. Theodore W., "42 Arm<>da T rroce. San 

Oie9:>. 
PONCY. :..awNJncf', 2<0 CMar SI, Glendale. 
PROFFITT John H., 38 J,,ssup St., Son Rofoel. 
P\JF.DY Richard D. 33& Wob<.r Ave., hst Stoc<lon, 
RAMEY londJn S. 117 Acacio Ave Sen 8r1rno. 
REYNOLDS. Archi~ E .. G• ~. D"f., Bar tow 
SCHNEIDER. C~lv•n, 8'\0 Hoe>c SI., South, L:n 

Ang~le1. 
Sit VER; Rolph B. Jr., )·t71 Se<:ond hit Los 

An9~lt!s. _ 
STINSON, Franl H. P. 0. So~ 1183 Catc•1co. 
STONE, Ben W. 2022 f 'o•once Ave. Eost, Los 

Anqeln. 
STONE, 'lobcrl F 3'116 Grond Ave.. South lo 

A11qele1. 
TUBBS, Lt<>n E,. 1552 Ton~ ... ~nda Av~. los An 

qoles. . T 
UPHAM. Constont M.. E•cino 0"111! opon'Jo, 
VAN FOi:KEN J,.rry 7l3 l"•'· Ave, B~lflower. 
WARO Heroer• L. aG4 C..d~r Sr .. H~wl• a•M. 
WHLS, Wot1c1 W. '!35 S6h St. Wesr L"' An<J'Ol•1. 
WEST Myrl~. 931 '• 69th SI •. W•sl, Lo, Angelo._ 
WHALIN, J~mO• E., 1107 Mi:Oonnell AvlJ. South 

Los Angel". 
ZEPEDA R~vrno•d J., 2783 81vonl St. Son fr4n 

cii:cO. 
COLORADO 

CEDARSTAFF, Vi._tor E .. Cr1PPI• Croe'. 
GREEN, Ern~sl A., Manronol11. 
HIGGS, Horolrl C .. R. F. D.f ~. llo< ?IQ ~olt'•OO-l. 
HUGH "lllliam 0. 608 Eoc icl Ave., Purblo. 
<ELLEY HiomOI N •. VIYI Ul'lOrilla S-. Oanvcr. 
LIKES Homer C. R. F. 0. I, Moc~. 
LUNDQUIST, Milford R •. 8w1d •tie Roult A<ron. 
MAGEE Audry W. 615 Bi rch South. Yum1 
PAkK Ch.orlos E. 2030 York St,, South o~n•cr. 
RIGGINS. Doler L:. lo• Ani,,,os, 
~OWLETT Frar.k R. P.O. So~ 141 Lom.>•. 
SULLIVAN', C•illctd M., 1138 Sroado• Ave, P11oblo. 
WOOOS. J4!T•' ~ E. 21'3 F<>"nuin ~I. E,ut Colorado 

Springs. 
CONNECTICUT 

BRANf ~ob~ t W., B Aspetuci Av~ .. Ne" Milfo•a. 
SY~NE An.,rc"' M. 71 ~le~""" 1 Hrfl Now Canaan 
BURDICK RO&el\T J. Vrl•ct St. c::_iil'tor.v11fn 
CAMPAG'NA lt.cm<» P., :.z Cambrlda Or,v EA•I 

H<Htfo(d.' . S W ' N 
ELLSWORTH, Anorc'w W S73 Morn I., '"'" <w 

Bril~in. . I 
GUITE Ch4tf 8, , (8 far.,,1ri11a" A", B ' in. 
HlJRT08JSE. E"ofo A •. R. F. 0. Be• 150, Avon, . 
KOST lticho d W •. 316 Br Q ••ooo Ave-. fort"'! 

Ion. w· d 
PERL.AK Fronl 98 Socnc•• SI. 1nno 
POIROT' Cl\Hltn ""· 400 8r4dlav St,, Eo1t Hoven, 
RICE R'o~be~ 0., 1-ios Moin Si •. South, Woterbur\ 
ST .-.u·ss, Cherlu J. Hilfc:•o1t Cc1t49e F.l1rfi1>la. • 
SUOJANEN, Cfo•lt1 E., 57 Mcod Ave. E•sl Por 

Chuler. 
THOMPSON, AlphoMe L. 30 Star St, Donbury. 

DELAWARE 
DEVE~. Wfllion, 1. R. F. 0., •. Ebr;qht Ro.id, W ' 

•nqton. 
EOMONOSON. Willi11m A. , II• Mo•nt Vrr"" S•. 

Smytnil. 
GOTTSCHALL John W., ~Of Village Ro<>d L.1nc•ftcr 

V1!10911. 
HURLE'f. Jom < W &ratllord St. Oovor. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOLT, Gu5hion E. 161 J61h St., N. E. W,,51ting 

BRE~NAN, Horofd c .. 613 Eleventh st.. N. e .. Wo•h 
Ion. 

HUNT Clvdr M., 2900 Connoc:IJcut Av~. Woshtnq. 
ton. 

LAYTON loui> ti Jr.. 1618 fo1te'n A e, N. E. 
w.,1hin9ton, 

SMll H, Horbort T., 2034 ~irlt St., N. W Wa<~ 
in9ton, 

FLORIDA 
ALEXANDER. Joltn W .. n~ lov, lone. Ko. Wesr. 
ALLMAN Eilword P., Gu. Doi., Sdnloro. 
ARO 04v1(f E. Nicevilfo. . • 
BEVERLY, Preer M •. SSI 7l lono N. W. ~t.,'!\t. 
SIEGER Gct0r10 W. P. 0. 80> 276, J~p11ar. 
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SILYARO. Jame> Jr .. 92n 3<h't Ave. S. W. '-! ~ . 
CAlfAS, Gus P., 214 Palafo• Sour~ P~~satolo. 
COLLINS An!iu . G. lfS Palm Oriv• We,· l.s;clo"o 
DAVIS, Wifli»m G. M. Jr., 524 Co l~ge Ave,, Eo1t 

T.siloh.uee. 
DEAN, Cfo•e,ce E. ?. 0. &>, '12, Po·ce d• lto • 
o, U\CEY Clor.ie E. P. 0. 8o• 22 Woocr.olo. 
DIZ Coaucle, Jr. R. F. D. 8. 80• 7~~. J~c•ir.nv • 
F!iEEMAN, Buford W. I'. F. O. I Boi 6El •e ~m3 

c~~ . 
HALL John G . 204 Second SI, Nonh Pcn1• :Ofo. 
HERRIN G•neraf 8. 3676 Efo;,, 51• J~cw·.Jllt 
r-llNSON a,rnord A. 327 Si>tn St. .V~1 S'd•I 
tiUDSON Joi,n >lll! 7h• A«::. So.I· 6'.lfDCr, 
HUKLE lov~l· M. 6007 Hig~l.tnd A . TJ~.po. 
MATTOX Ed<JM T. Archio. 
ME~RIA.M. Lauran E •. Jr. 504 Cow: Blvd. Nori~ 

Pon.,mo Cit\'. 
Ml rCHEtl, Lawr~nc~ W .. 73 John1ton St.. l•<elonJ. 
NEWMAN, S~muol R. 805 Eucf;d A'Ve. Otl•odo. 
NIEtS!:N Cla'l!Act 0. 219 W4shinq!on St. Ne-• 

Sm)tno lieac~. 
NOLIN Ho,...,.f, R. F. 0. I Bo• n4. Paoarno Ci1y. 
ODOM, Howard M .. 3t.I Tnoti~•nth SI., Noot> St. 

Feror burg. 
OLIVE~. J~cr .:::. P 0 B:i• 86 Cr'On Ci•r 
Pu!.TON H.~n.er 0. II. F. 0. I Bo. 6~ Dlo" 

ltoo.:.l\"'f'I· 
POWaL. DMie S I'. 0. So< Arlinoro~. 
RADNEY C«il A. 410 Che~'~ St Pon~ma <;1t, 
ROMINGER, C~otit\ J. Sr. R. f'.. D. 4, Be• 78-4 

Tom on. 
SAEGER. Bcojomin F., ~. F. D •. 4 So, 726 l4•;J<1. 
Sl'l.NSOM Ho,..ard l'lo., R. ~. D. 2, Fo·• Mrt~. 
SIKES! Gt>O•'Jc M., R. F. O. 9 So• n1>-A JocW»-

vi'"'· 
SMITH, Roloh F. I'. 0. So• 127 Edq •W•l•r. 
SPIVEY• Mocoo M. Chorle•l<>n Avo, Fort Meooe 
TQWN~ENO l!ob•rt r. 13$7 Eioh•~ S'., S. YtC 

Mi.>l'"i. 
TONN EY c;,..,,tt O. 3500 J•~l<sQn S~. W " Pei 

s.ocOl.l. 
TUllMAN, Ardio R .. R. F. 0., 2, 84lor. 
TURNER .'omes H. R. F. D. 4. So• 96 Lo\e C1tr. 
WIERENGO. Jro Jim Belle Gloae. 
YOUNG. Eu11'n• E. 3044 Union St. N<' •h SI. ,.,,, td: .rg. 

GEORGIA 
8ACON. Ro1loh W .. fl H~~tlo ~ Ori-.., C..,f,n l i 
8ENTLEYt. Joo E. 211 Hunnkult N. W. Atl•nr. 
BOWMAN G~ro". E., 1112 Sot .. ,n l\vo .. S, W 

AllonU 
BOYD. Jic• M. 104 Cheoe~ SI, Sc.,,th Eosr l'Q •J. 
CAMP8El~. S..mu&f H.

1 
765 ChMloltr P'4ce AtlJrtt 

CONINE. K~ihou E. L"kt!lond. 
DAVIS. Tho.,,Js A.1 ,'Clolsfer Hotol• S,a lsl•nll. 
DOSTER, WilliQm M. I'. 0 ilo~ ll2 Buford. 
FIELDS ~•muel II . 4S M~n:1,,..·11 Av1. C..,r 

ton, · 
G!!OGAN Cla1eoc" 0. 516 Durhq f'oM N V. 

Alf.1nlo. 
HALL. G "don l. 191 Seminole Ave., N. E Al 

lento. 
HARRELL Us~or W., Eoslman. 
HcNOEltSON, John W., I!, f. 0. 1

1 
lincolntor> 

HIU Raio~ VI. P. O. Bo. t7f C or<ri.alo 
JENNINGS .Villiom l. 211 Cllur:~ S•. Ew o~~ 

~on. 

JOHNSON Ch.>tlin M, Rowe 51. Com•r, 
JOLLEY. Horrv 0., P. 0. Ba• 109 C~esltr. 
KNUDSEN Cotl J .. 842 Jwni1w SI. N. e. Alb t~ 
MANUS. john D., Cos~ Ori" HocctiJJr:. 
MOOliE. Tom K. Jr. C 1Mo•. 
NOitlON lCinq Calhoun. 
PEASE J•r.~ S. P, 0. So• 52 A ... refl, 
REIO, °Ch~tfe1 ' M., 2S Ormond S•. S. \\' .. Ar .. n•a. 
SCOTT, Alton l. Jr., 1715 E:lc~Mfti Ave. Col<."' 

bus. 
SENECA. '! .. uol( c. s~s ~.nclrt 01 Vl' N. E. Ai 

111,,, 
STEELE Henrv H., Sr., R. F. f?., ?. College P" 
THOMPSON, Wilburn C. M1a"lle. 
TOTHEROW Cforcncc W., Hiowauon. 
TURNER Enwson M. ~- F. 0. 2. Elb~non. 
VINSON' Horrv E. 201 P<erltu St,~ ~ostvilfe. 
WHITING Carlton R. 2628 8a•l~~aa Al'!! .. Atl4 ·~ 
WtLLIA'-AS, Wil iic T •• ~I C"'"'' ti S' Hstf~ "·' 

fDAHO 
CHRONIC Bvtot. H Dovc1 
HANSEN Oo,,ald T.) Sho•h··~ .• 
MAYES, ICennclh \' • P ~ D. 2 Bo• bi J~ro""e 
THOMAS Ir .. 11 •. 510 s.u~-11~ Sr l...,;.,o 
WARD, L'eon T., Su<;o• C r-. 

ILLINOIS 
ADAMS, F<MI J, 2~30 Modisor Av . C~•cogo 
AHU: C~Jrlra J. F. F. D .• Odir 
AHRE.NS, H~n•1 C. 1122 Wo,-.cr A, . Dow•~" 

Grov~ 
BEATA Amd,ic:o F., 6212 Kolin Ave. Soulh Chit~90. 
BENDA, John S. 13H7 8urlo.~ A"'., Chie<icio, 
SEFKEL D01.vid G. Equolily, 
BOBROWSKI Williarr, S.. 1521 l "coin Ave.. Na•t 

Cnlc·1<10. 
BOCK Lincoln J. 628 Po<• Avr. Syc.,more. 
BREITENBACH. Edward J. 1469 OoUon St., Ou 

Pio Ines. . • 1· 
BROCKMAN W~ldon E. 210 M1i,•S110P• Ave. Jo 1at, 



BROWN itichoru T. 1837 .. UIO~ Ave., North, Chi. 
cago. 

BUTKIEWICZ, Jos. J. BS19 KinQston Ave., Chic.:190. 
CANAD~, tlarfcv J:1 •7~ Penn Ave. Glen Ellyn. 
CANNON, Horry N., 702 Duool1 S•., Ea11 lo•· 

renc~v'll~. 
CARLINO, Solvodor S. P. 0., Bo1 222 ScJi;Utt• 

Par It. 
CARTER, lteloli D. P. 0, So• !i DeSc•o 
COLBY, Fred W., Ill Co•olr"e S•. North C"\1tal 

~a\e. 
CUMMINS Or~n 8. So!'dova • 
CZECHANSKI, loo11 !I. 8J'i S.himo•e Ave. Chi· 

uoo. . 
De VRIES, Robetf V., ~ W ftlhr~o Avfl. Cli uqo. 
DOUGHEl!TY Phil·11> J. l!.Ca •••i, St., W t Ch; 

caqo. 
DUPASS Wolter W., 4J!i0 A1Malld Slvd,, North, Cbi 

<Aqo. 
DWYER Jamctt f.i!, ~165 7Sth St., Wd Chicaqo. 
f~RGUSON, Jimn:ie W 111 Wash•"Q'cn Awe. Wes• 

flor5. ' 
FRANKE, Vernon J., 1070 16th St, Weit, Chictqo. 
GAi DES,. Robert, 5536 Soncpmo1 South Chicaqo. 
GILLIN1:1S, Dal .. F., 100 Jtlfftry St., EO<I. Kan~a· 

~ce. 
GOLDIE, Euqcna W., 20S Wo•hln9ton St,, Weit, 

UrbMo, 
GR/I.WUNDER, Georg~ r., 8109 Indian~ Ave., Chi· 

ca90. 
GRAYt Victor It, P. 0. BoY 36 St, Fr.;n~isvillo. 
HEI N E, Waller J., I O~SO T~lmftn Mc., So~lh, 

Chico~o. 
HEL IS Slav,,, Jr., 661 Ab" St, Joli.,t. 
HUBERr

6 
Donolcl A., 1706 Moin SI., Eost, Urbano. 

JOHNS N, Covid A., S~O He!Jberd St. Norih 
Joliet. ' 

JORDAN, Alpl on5ul C., 701 Detroit Ave. We I 
Monmouth, 

JUDY, VI.ill r W •• 900 Colleq• Ave. Allon. 
KAWAlSi<I, A«Jre"' J., ~2 tS5th Pince Columel 

C•tv 
KELLAR Williom L., 1007 Ho..,Md SI., North Robin 

«in. 
KOEHLH, Merle H. P. 0. 801 15 Subt•lto. 
KRUEGER. Paul H. 6134 7!.tn A·•· Aroo. 
ll:UHL ~obert G .• 6137 Moza•t St, Sou1h. Chicaqo. 
MARTIN, Fronl G. Ch'co90. 
McNEIL, r nvmo!'d P. 'IOI o~~·n SI. Chic.o90. 
MOERS, Ow le> N S!ll I Add 0

10• St Ctut.190. 
MOHi! Orville E. l'(H R~velt Sc>u•h S!Oom 

1nq1on. 
MOLNAR Edwin M. 1640 Cll!llroncc Ave., !er"'""· 
NELSON, B.rnt>atdt P. 2Sl7 ~~.01 A•o. N. C~ 

Ca-10. 
NEWICtRI( P.obtrt E .. !>06 Seco•d A•I'. Joliet. 
PAGROZINSKt V.cliell C, 5117 .JOth PJoc• Wu1 

Cicer!>. 
PEMBE!tTON, Cf\d,, 21J rluddle\lon St. WtS' 

Benton. 
PETRICH Oa~iol E., 925 llowcs A\111., Jolitt. 
PIERSON Ed,.~rd A., No. S, t:!ortccrt1t Court 

Jackuovill~. 
PIETROWICZ. hrnov R., llB19 Lef.,volle Av~ .• 

Chlc~qo. 
PORTER, Stocv E., 1 ~om1.>1on. 
PRUITI, Robtrl L., 77~8 Ho1lin1 Avo. North, Chi 

PYLE~~~;,.M H., Cord~" Mill\, 
RAJ ONIS, Donl~I J,. 41~ rourlh Nm. ~ochallo, 
RATAY •. William T., 2~02 Dout.ilM Av~.. Eo1t, St. 

lou11. 
RIECK, Huber t A .. Jr. 6? Se(ond Ave., South Lorn 

bard, 
RUDDELL, Chari L. 209•, M"i" SI, E•1I, ~oli1n 

son. 
SAKOWITZ~ Jod IS4J K<>lin A•"· South Chk•qo. 
SCHOENI<~, foul E .. 1111 Bvrn M•wr, Chicaqo. 
SEGER, Robort f. 530 Suony,i·J• Ave. Elmhur\f. 
SEILER. Norr(! in E: R. F. 0, l, Ml. Pul.ts~i. 
SORENSON, Ktnntth A. R. F. O. I, 8~• 135, 

Wauk"<1"n. 
STEWART, JolT'OI l. R, I'. D •• 2 El DordJo. 
STRA~1 St,,,ley S., l6Ja fhom~• St., Weu. Chicago 
STUCHLIK, Ceorqe J,I P. 0 Be• 21 Alqonquln. 
SURLAK S•eve E. 125 Eu~Moen•n Placo W&\t, 

Ct.1:5'!0 
SWEENEY, D~nicl J. 3S lit~ Place East, SPt9er. 
YATER, Poul F, P. 0. Ba• 1•7 Horvcv, 
VOLOVICK, lhcodari:o l ll4 120th Pl•ceo Clt'ca\I • 
WATKINS, Ct ttlor 1, 204 Ellt•Orth St., Cr,1•01 

L3lo. 
YATES Ch" e• 

cai;i,. 
•ORK Che c.s 

W. 2171 JatlM>n ltvd., W t CM 

E J. 

IN DIANA 
AMMERMAN, Orr P I 0 ~ 9roolvi0<". 
9ECK, !lob"'' J., t61 I o ' r Av • Morton. 
BENNETT, Wi, 1am G., Jr, 7H Ch''"llO Ave. So.•h 

Brazil. 
BOYD Horrv R. D1r•. 
BRANtt Ha••v iL, lSTI Ii JI woy A"'· Hiqhland. 
BRUMI , John W. 31~ Oult. North, Peru. 
BURNS, Jnr11•1 L. 16S3 Wo1hi1oQl~n Nortlr, Co 

lumb11s. 
DASHIELL, Charles W 1838 Minn "oh Sr., Ea,l, Jn · 

dionopolis. 
DEHMER. Donn ld V. w .. 787? LilHr St., Fort w~yno, 
Df\OEGeR, Rob~tl A., 805 Pourth SI., w .. 11 Greun. 

lleld. 
EDWA~DS, Vl11ior II •. Undi.rwood, 
EHI NGER, J•me> F., 222 Fourth St., North Do,~tur. 
ERO, Jolin R., SC?6 Hohr11"n Avo., H"mmond. 
FRANK, Victor J., 2ll~ Iowa St., Wt t, Ev.'"' 

vllle. 
GOODRICH, fr~nl, Jr., R. ~. D. 1. Frur•o"'· 
HAAS, Frod P., R. F. D. 2, New C.>rlillo::. 

HALTOM. P<>•' IC. R. F. D. 2 Oa11vtlle. 
HASTINGS R<>1pi, J. P. 0. Bor Ill, Kero.;.U. 
"IECKAMAN. Cf\arles D., -!07 Jacl1on S!., Soul~ 

s~;ne-1'_ 
l-IUDSON ev .. , •• ,,, f., 73t Tul S•. S~cll:vY'lle. 
HUTSON T•o"1.u E .. t2& v,·aw S•.' Wt•!, ~itrtlaod. 
ME_ C'>arles H., t IO!I Eleve•th S• ., West Aodcr 

SO"'!.. ·-
NGUS. C-a1les Ill. 725 S•. Cl~i• Sr. V'A«-01101. 
LEONA~D uure R., l!to • .r1bcr9. 
LUCAS. JO'\c J. ~. f. 0. 2 B•cknHI. 
MATl-lAS. Va• F. 220 Ya~hc S'. Soa1h Roe villa. 
ME~RICIC. ,_ e• J. Orla~d. 
N~l. Ja·'"tt S. 7236 Oo•arlo Ave. Hammond. 
NOSLEll .>w·C'ftc..- E. 717 Ma;~ S• tofave" 
0A~ICE!t. llot><-'1 a. OtS Ceit•ce $1. Muneie. 
PARROTT. Oooct! C; 1005 Washir 9'0• S•, Ncs• 

Soufh Bl!fld. 
PO~TfR, Pr.;Jip S .. R. f. D., I, Wela ro. 
ROOD Dallas J •• Jr. C•,.rlollesvillo. 
SIEFKER, Wilbur I'. o. F. O. l, Se<1nO•'. 
SMITH, Jom>0 H .• R. F. 0, I Fillmore. 
SMITH Ra~ F •. R. f. 0. , l ~oru. 
TAYLOR. Le.,;s E., J1., '42SJ ModiJoo St., G1t~. 
lHOM"S Jae<. Jr 7~2 26th St., South Benrl. 
TONKOl/fCrl, John R., 3530 Gut•rie St. £41• Ch; 

c.)90. 
TRE:NDELMAN, Glen E .. R. F. D. 2. Sr1encN. 
lURNE:R. Hurchot N., 6603 A•ht1n• lwo •• Hom• 

mond. 
VERBEKE, Maurice, 614 Sirlh St.WW1•s! Mishowol~. 
YOUN GMAN, Robert 0., 922 olnul St.. North, 

Plymouth. 
IOWA 

BURCH. Gilbert W., s;rminQh<>m. 
JACOBSON, Vernon W.

1 
~01 Bliu Blvd. lowo Foll: 

JANSEN. J.>n G •. p,;mqoar. 
LYLE. David L., ~- f. D. I, Hav••hill. 
OKEY Baitd J., Do~tcn. 
PARENT. M.,rr, El~ Club s:ou• Cot,. 
PONTOW R.Jlph S 1012 Third Ave., S·bley, 
PETERSON H.>rold M., 2221 Lincoln Ave., ~' 

~of ies~ 
SC'~MIT, E•do" D. 2~ Whi'c S•. D•buaue 
SMELTZ::lt. J.>cob J.l 130t Loe11s• ~t. Des Moina. 
STROHBEHN Be·nell • Mo,-•te. 
SUSIC. Fr~"' J. ; l ;,. St. E.>1! Da 

lol~~es. 

KANSAS 
GOODSEli.. l.,tl ~' M. ll 6 C • " L P.ood 

Kaf'!~:l1 Cit .. 
ISAACS. E ~e• T .• l'. I'. D, l fj .. «at~_.. 
JO"IES, G.,.~~ ~ .. ru O.>~ St. Emoori.>, 
JUSTIS Harri' \'.. Was~i~9•on. 
LAWSON, F,.,,., l. ~" elc.>.a. 
MACY Nea. l!. f !>. t Cedar 8toH1. 
MOORE ~o G., '02 Grond Avo. No"" Lyont 
PHELAN. Augustine A., 26 Ferrte S•., Sour Kan 

s.>1 ca .. 
WILLS. Joe 3. 2901 Ste cos, Pars •. 

KENTUCKY 
AGE. Irvin W., J etfcrsonlow". 
BLOEBAUM, Lrncolo1. R. F. D. I CAtl~llst ur<J, 
BRADY, Den;or C., 2805 MO"'"' St, All>ld•d 
Cl'\NTR ELt. Joe C., WhenlwriQhf. 
HILES, Fenton M., ~02 En•' 16th, Covw.iton. 
HOCKERSMITH. J.,me• C., 26B Oolmon! "'""• Lou•• 

ville. 
HUTSON, Will J., R. F. 0. I Mayfi.ld. 
KELLEY, Irvin 8. Sco111vill~. 
LAN OS Lewey 1. 301 (°'t Mein St.. Morq,inl;qf I, 
LEONA'P.D Lou1~ !>., 606 24th SI., North lou[1vilte. 
OAKLEY lee G., H1c~mo>n. 
PACK, Herm.Jn, s~. 195 Von le.Jr. 
SAGE, William A,. 71S E~ll f"lh St., Ow~n1bo10, 

LOUISIANA 
8Etl Ho.,v W 0~ t • 

BEUONIERE. E•n~• A. Jlh It.• Uct S•.. Naw 
Orleans. 

BLANCHARD lJwrence J, Loti.diev,lle, 
BRAZAN. J. S. S900 Laurel New Orie-us. 
COOLEY, Jo • C. 116 P-41lro1a A•o.. 11.1•on. 
1-tARP. Cec w. P. O. 80< HI Ho.,.~r. 
HAYES O;L S., Jr. ~. I'. D. ?: P. O. 80• £9 
Ab~·. 

hHERI, R4 ot G., 1621 Jo rd St. N "' O•ltan1. 
FONIC':Jlf~TA, J"ie1>h L.. 2421 K1trltrcc St., N ., 

Of'1e..J'1S. 
1-0NT!::o.:OT Juli111 ~. .(, F. O. l P. 0, So-. lb 

Lo>•~ O)r1-.~. 
tANGLOtS, l<~;mond 2~Z2 J,~,,. ••e SI. No• Or 

1'0".,· 
LIOTTA R.>ylT'ond J., •i.26 hcdch St. Nt"' Or 

l~r.1. 
LYNN. Jof\n, P. 0. So• 333, lo9oottor1, 
McGUYRE. Wul"t V., P. 0. So• 870 Ho.mo. 
MICELE, lh<>ITlo~ A •. lnat1>cnd nee. 
MORRIS, Jonn R., R. F, D. I, P. O. So• 7 !, 

S1>ringh:t1. 
SHERLllllG, H~nry M., 416 B~tr Awe. New Ori•~~" 
Sl i:WART, John Wtslot, 717 S:•th St North, 

Manioc. 
VINSON, "G" "8", 2Sl3 Rovol St N~w Orl~on1. 
WALLACE, P, e .. R. r. 0. 4, r. 0. B·. 48, 1.nkG 

Charles. 
MAINE 

/\LLE.N, Wymon M., P. O. Bo• 81, Broollin , 
ANDREWS, fronl E., Solisb 0,ry Covu, 
BEOTE. G•orge E., 9 Cle..,•<s St •• Yorroouth, 
BOURGOINE. 04vi1 P •• tea Center St,. Brtwtr , 
GAGNON, E<>rl J. Lubo:. 
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MARYLAND 
AHHUJ> Denafo 3J ' p·-~~"°° ... •. ;u,•:"'O<e. 
i!HL Cec I ~Mid ;:i; 5• 'erd P ,,:e ·o•= p., •. 11. 
IENSON Ve'"°' J 1631 C'4·<w" 5'. ;,.,11,.,,ore. 
CALllGAN, Rebe~ T. R. F. D. t3 3o1 711 Cac~ 

Mav Rd. f•1c-•. 
ClEMENiS irolT'.Jtl M. 6719 Yoo~q,lown Av• 

BJ1t:~rr-. 
DUUOW, Eclw410 C .. 5)13 s,~.,.,~·'ietd A•e :. 1, 

more. 
fHNZH Co•••ne; G. a~.,.,.. 
GOODMAN, M~ ... ;,. L !lr 1 Et .>od Ls~ C 

t>erlar>d. 
HOlTINGE~. Roben 10 23 Oa M A•e. Silvu 

Sprinq1. 
HYNSON tawr~-ce M. 6308 Pa••erso:n St., Eou 

Pi""'S R:ve..-d.)I~ 
JENKINS. Ric~a•d G., 26 McCu lo< St. F<0stb,rq. 
i<AFER. Auq,11 508 Mo>con St. Sculn Boit;,.,,ore. 
KARAS, J~me\, 710 Old"am St., South Boltimor~ 
KNAPP. Joe Fronlt:n, 637 Ric.hi• Ave.. 5,1_., 

Sp<in9s. 
MAXIMUK W" tN A. 333 N,,wk;,lc St., South, 

BoltirnorD. 
MONROE, Merlin E.. 5717 Hertford Rood, Bolti 

moro, 
MORTqN, Joseplt H .. Jr. Eig~I Furnoe<• St., Lora 

corun9. 
MYERS, Lestor L., 230 F•onllin SI., fo:t, Holqt• • 

town. 
NOLL, J~coi>, 3701 Mor'\ Ave. Bolh,.orc. 
PEER. J~me1 H. 401 No'fn Ave. E4•t Baltimore. 
PUPSLEY, Ravm,,·•.d L, 61 t W. w.,,, St., 11.Jlhmorc. 
SCHADEL GeC'•q~ S.. 509 Lorrbol•d S1., Wes• 

SJlhmcrc. 
SHORT ~i"de• C. P;ttsv11Je. 
S~ITH, E"q~e Miato:~i~r.. 
SMllH James E. Bl fo,b.':ige Pea<>, hh -ncte 
STAKEM lhom,ss C. Mialo"::i 
STE1N M'cltoel Jr., 1312 !.omCGrd S·. Wes! 811 

timt1rc:. 
STRIEGEL, louh A. 1719 Cb,..o• S·.. Ell f,,,c.•e. 
WILKINS It w. "?(;4 o· ..• .,, S· So • SJI' 

bury. 

AHAESY Jo 
A HEARN, L 

ton easr. 

MASSACHUSETIS 
P 0 · • S•. ~ 

H • • ~::~r N o 

AlEKSIEJE'NICZ '°'""""'· Fiit~ ~!rr. SI. B:it 
10"· 

ALLARD, Ro;mo"4 l 213 Su'l'lrr e• SI. Fra••li~. 
BARNES BJrigl E. Jr., t"b C•u: Ave. ilc;ero, 
BOCitNE, Herl;en W. 5·.,een Diro1> A•• .. Dead 

hem. 
BOWERS Jc1ion A. Wttfl>Crt Poi"·· 
8RONSDON, Uncoln P •. It_ F. D. 7t Molll~ St. 

Fr4n\.iin. 
IUCCERI Joh• J .. 25 Hale SI.. W st End 8? tco 
CARNS, Arthur P. 437 Weshinqlon S•., Auburr. 
CARPENTE~. Jon'L-1, Seven•••• Weir Avo .. l.>unton 
CROAN, L•rrv, 1218 Commorweolth A••· Boston. 
D~ROCHE, Ono J .• 32 Pine SI., Ludlo.-. 
On ROSE ?hilip f, eo,ton, 
DESMARAIS, Oor.o1 N., 168 Butler SI .. New 8-.·J 

frwJ, 
OUARHl Jo~n ~·'' Nin.,Po~n Prine., S1. Brodton 
f·ARREL • John w., 26~ Be.ach St •• Wofl41ton. 
.,ALLAN 1 Henry .J. 26 D~er S•. Oo•t.buter. 
GOSSELIN, Wotte< J. Fih•en Lovett St., Severt,. 
GRAVES Waller E.. Jr.. Thir;een Co•log S'., 

Morbh•h•11·'· 
JANSON, Rolono E., ~9 G~lcn S•., W~lll\om. 
JASKULSi<t Edrnw•d J •. S7 Clork SI. Enlh,:impton 
JOHNSTON, Ho•old C. 36 App'eto" St. Ow•ncv 

Not th. 
JUDO Atber1 F., 181 D=via St Ne.,. &cd!o•d. 
KAllNEN, Geor9e H. t?9 C"da• St. fi•~burn. 
KANE, Joh" 11.\ 15; Conco•d Ave.. C."lb<id9 • 
LANE, John 1. 21 U~'°" S'., Tauc•o . 
Le BLANC, LCo J., l!utt 0 ive Sc"arc So "" " 
LYONS Cll.trlt.s J., Severte~r. !> .. neon ~t.. 9*• '" 
MALKASSIAN Arorat. •2o Chw•cb S•. YI~ 1 !UVll •. 
MA~CtNIEC Jo~. S N'~e:tt<t Ste•w•n S•. W~rt: 
MARTIN W1llto111 l., Jr. K ~9 St., I.' cJlJ e'en. 
MASCIARHLI RalPol! A. ~4 N<!1><111111t S•. Ce I 
MASCUILlf, Albe t, ~Ml Ha~~.er S•. 5 SIDI!. 
MEANY

1 
Ste11~e11 H., 42 Mo•r. S1.\ Pr3bo.:1;. 

MELAN)ON \ Charles E., >SO Ooraoa·•r A'c.. ht 
ro11 Scutn. 

MtllER, Jo~n e. N;,.,1..e~ Libt:rt~ Ave. l.ledfo ;j 
MtTCHE'IH, S• n•e. H .. Ill l'lant3!'cn ~·. Wor 

cesr~r. 

NOCELLA, Anqo o A., 32 C!ie""' Avt:~ M~lotd. 
NOTARTOMASO N A ~5 Melbourr.e Ave.. N.,. •on 

ville. 
O"BRIE:N, Jo~n E., bll Clevtlar.d Sr •• M~lrcsr. 
OST MAN. Edwin E:. New Seoiord. 
PERRY, Olvmo:o C., 826 Coonry St., New Be<lfo• 1. 

f'RITCHAqO George J., 1472 Centre St., Ro11innolt. 
kEUELL, Horry H., 151 Havword Ave. Bro~~ ton. 
kllE:Y, Bernord J., SS Glondol~ S•., Everett, 
lt0811AILLE N. E., 69 Sylvia St, New Bedford. 
RYCHL/\K, fronl, 48 Aspen St. W4re. 
SMITH, Ge~r.,ic /\,, 47 HArllord St. Nof;c1. 
!iPILLSBURY, Willi~m H., 470 W~shinqt..,n St, W 

burn 
SOULE Corl ·Ion M., Nine El•~• Pl"'~• Lvnn 
~TEGfLl.•t\'IN, Jc.,eph M .. 82 o~~l"t' PaJd Som••• 

villo. 



Sl EVENS Ro•ald E 22 Cl4rc S•. D .. r.vers 
STRUZZl~ltY Cnorllls F N •• S•rvnie•v· Terrot" 

Rosfinda1.,. 
TASSONE Aurelio, I 19 Moin St .. Eall. Milford. 
THIBODEAU Franci1 A. l7 Ashmonl S• •• Wey"1oulh 

East. 
THORNTON, Paul R •. 481 Medford St. , Somerville. 
TOITY Ru;·eU L. l7 Union SI. Combridqe. 
WALDRON, Harold F., 178 M. SI. 8osfon South. 
WARNl:R loc>oord F., Ill Eul~w Sr. Boston Eost. 
WATERHOUSE, John P., ~S South St .. Morlboro. 
WILCOX, Merle K., TweMy fostor Rood Swamp· 

1cofl. 
WIOSTOSKI Cheder 84 D.w:s St., Greeni;<'td. 
VACHON fto•ien J SO cAdor. l•wrence. 

MICHIGAN 
ALSUP C. R., t,909 Moc~ Av .

1 
Defro'I. 

SAIRD A~st<n H. 3819 Ell!GH•c A••· Porl H~rcn. 
MSKEr Jos. pit P., 2711 Arlinql~, DN•bo<n. 
IOGD~NSIC Rk~3•0 J 6247 Edwin, Detroit, 
BRANDMIER. Edward J. 2<!043 Pow111 Ro.,d Oe.t• 

born, ' 
DAILEY. lvmon D., Bl5 Simon~ SI., North Ceditlec. 
Da GRAZIA Santo F. IS8<f0 Princeton St. De. 

troil 
Do RYKE. feter 1164 Beechwood N. W. Grand 

Rop1d,. 
DEVER, Jomes E., 3902 Oalcwood Ori•~. S. W., 

GrMd Rapids. 
DUDEK, Jos.,ph, 4822 Greenfield Rood Dearborn 
FULLER, Mo•, Cauopolis. 
GARBETT Ernest W.b 331 Fisher St Morquefle 
GILBERT, Edwin M.. ollar 8ay. 
GILMAN, Phillip e .. 2540 El;Zbb<,th. Royal o.~. 
GITARY. Nie~. 18110 lumpcin. O~t•oil. 
GREGG. Dou;la$ M .. 301 Mor1.,1 Sf. Hudson 
KNOWLES Jorn H. 6-41 Rulh Ave .. Flin!, 
KWIEK Wolter 21652 O•c~ard Oeiroit. 
KYROS JoJ " n;9 Ma1wel v,, Cv••. 
LAWYER, O>e, 'lov. 712 Firsl Avo., P0'11••< 
LEARN. Go•don W., Sl7 Edwin A•c. Kolomo:oo. 
LERCHENfElOT, Ro~mond. 848'4 M4nhaHon St. Hom 

lrarncl. 
LITTLE"Woync 0 .. RFD 5, 8olfle Cree~. 
McMAr< US H11ron G., Chohe3, 
MORRICAL, R.siell l.\ _3717 Mocli10 St. l<olJrnozoo. 
NEUMAN, le~ J., 2),... Casper Sr •. Dotroif. 
NIELSEN, Slanl~y R., 26055 Sludonl, O.iltoit . 
OPSAHL, E9il, 16862 Louder, Detroit. 
OTT. Alvin A. RFD I, Brid9tmon. 
PORTER. Jo~" William Oclroit Polit" 0•1>orlme•f 

Dot<oil. 
REHAK, Em•'l S, 9109 Homer, Oet•oil. 
ROSEN&qOOK, K. E. 919 Ionia St. Norin. Albioo. 
SLATER, lowrence w .. P. 0. 8o< 2S, Yumo. 
SMITH. Friend H. 4~2 Koria SI , Dearborn. 
TERRELL, We·.deil L ~ 14) Wt•PClrf SI., Gr•'d 

~aDids. 
TERROUX, Ro•.sire L 26 Menimac St •• South Pco 

lioc. 
VAN OUINEN1 ~berl 222 <~I SI Gtond Ropids. 
YOUNG Wilham H., 15300 St. Mory's SI. Detroit. 

MINNESOTA 
ALLEN J<>h M. 20! Wosh1nqlon St Br.sinc•d 
AMATO, Vinceni C.. 24• Chisholm South Eost. 
BR~Kl(EI Willioll' C., 960 29th Avt., MinnHpolit 

Nor honll, 
HAMILTON, Willard C., 3858 Woodd~f1· Ave .. Min 

n~oPOlis. 
HANSING, Keoncfh E 418 J, flort M<nn••Dolil 

North•osr. 
HOYT, Woller E. P. 0. Bo• 125 Co!umct. 
LUTTERALL. Fron' 0., 522 Fourth Sf., West, Mon 

~.10. 
NAGH1.Arnold H. Pier: 
PALMQulST Edward H. 2618 Llncol:i S·., N01lh 

ea1t M1n•e;a1><1li•. 
PElERS6N Wil iom 0., 2810 P~rt and A•o. Mi~-

neap It. 
~ETOLl:TII• ,kobert F., 1011 Fill~ St •. West, Oulutk, 
RAJALA. t:erwud P. 0. 8ov 222, 8iQfork. 
RIOUX. Jocph E'., 1203 Aldric~ Minncol)olis North. 
SCHUMAKER Norman O. 15 2nd Ave. No••h 

eod l!och..ster. 
SMITH. Harold R .. Prior Loi~. 
SWANSTROM, Or1rllle, 150 St., North, Detroit Lo~r< 

Eo1I. 
TOWEY Edword J. 470 B•ocon Avo., SI. Poul. 

MISSISSIPPI 
FOWLER, Judge W •. 1~9 Gillo•pi• SI. Joc•1on. 
HOl~ANO, Olin, 408 Th .. ~bold St.. South, Gr•en 

Vtffe. 
llNGlE. hr C. 218 DamDoer St., Cr.sl•I S1>rin91. 
llHLE Jomes E., RFD I Gold~n. 
JtOGEllS Gurle ~ L.ir.,veue St. Columblo. 
ROOKER Jol!n M •. 59 W•<fbroo< St. Wut Po;nt, 
SHAFFER, Edmu•d H., Jr., ISOl MMcvs St. Vici< 

burg. 
MISSOURI 

8AllKEll Joh• 8. Neol•v•llo. 
IARTlEIT ~rb..r1 G. Rt. J S3lcr . 
SENNETT, J~me. E, . Flintf\111. 
BROOKS, Ror E.l Gonoral Delivery• Frad~ric~ Town 
BULLOCK, E io ., 2724 CMollno ~t .. St. Louil. ' 
CLINTON, Holbert L. Steelville. 
HIGH. An.Jrew A., Nin•loon Mopl Ava., South 

Wobst•r Grove. 
HOFFMAN Elmo J. l15l Jochon St. St. Charles. 
INMAN Arthur 0. 804 SoventHnth St., North St, 

Joseph. 
l~AESHOEfFER Virgll J., St. Louis. 
ICEll<NEY John J., 500 Filtll St., Monett, 

LAVEilY. Hor,. F. 212 Ce •er St. Hor.nit>al. 
LEADFORD Or~• E.. 2809 Fo•esf Kan os Ci";. 
LISTENBEllGERr W;lbuM C 29 fl A Cr;rt~r.den 

St •• St. Lou"· 
LUPICEY Sort L. , Elvins. 
OWENS. William B. RFD 2 Elderaoo Sp,;ngs. 
tEG::T. He 'ry D. 20s Euclid SI., Souln, S:. Lo~·•· 
SHOBER. Anrhonv. 8821 G~nerol Granl Laro Alt • 
SMITH, Clyde E., 5311 hncroit Ave. St. lou;s, 
STEELE Chorlea R •• 1001 26th SI., East, Kansas Citv. 
SrONE, John Ellii, Jr., 4S78 "A'" SI. Louis Ave., SI. 

Louis. 
STORTS. Alton Pi,,,y S606 Heeg11 St. St. Lou's 
TUCICER, D.i•id Lu. RicM>nd. 
WILBURN Lawrence A, RFD. oenlo' Cit, . 
WILSON Ftont J., 412• Papin, S•. lou;s. 
WOLF. Julius H., l<OO laclode Road SI. Lou;,. 

MONTANA 
CACAVAS Tno T 623 Was~··11'0" S•. South 

S"'He 
NEIFERT Gwynn• w .. E.ost Shor .. l'olsott. 
JONES, John C , 410 Spruce Wert, Missoula. 

NEBRASKA 
BAICER. John A. 3)29 Am 1 An .. Om .. na. 
BARNUM. Normsr. V •. 2216 Webster St. Orneha, 
BUETTGENBACH D. H.. S02 Fourth St., Norfh, 

Seword. 
KLEPPINGER, Vol D., 184S "A" St. Lincoln, 12. 
O"DONNELL John R., SOI 28th South, lincoln. 
VAN HOOZER, Joh• J. ~s.12 Cnotles St., Omo•• , 
WORLEY Jean H. 14~ Cheyenne St. L•n'°ln, 

NEVADA 
LODEN Sob Ir~ A •• P. 0. Bo• 1067, U.s Yeqos. 
MURPHY, T'>o"'<!s '"· Sl4 First St. North lot 

Vt'<J6S. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
ANDRUS C•oyto E. Four v;ne SL Tilton, 
AUSTIN Jome1 8., Jr., 7l Silver SI. , Oov''· 
8Al<ER. Albert N. 191 Clinton St Concord. 
MA~Tt"'!_, Ed,.,ond, 241 C•nrra1 Si .. Manchester. 
NORTON Vliilio'TI J., Si• School St. B•istot. 
PIROZZI Joe D. 7S Broodwny Ave. Monchtsio•. 
SMITH Cheslo J. Granite Street, Troy. 

NEW JERSEY 
CHEKE J.,,,,es E P. 0. 22S Rt. 5, New B•unr,.:c._ 
COMEGNO. J~hn J., 440 St. Mary's SI., 8urtin9 

ton. 
COMPETIELLO, And<ew A. Eosl Ruth~rford. 
CONDON, C~ri1tophtr Col11mbu, Oorl~t J•. ?S? 

Somerset S1., N~w a,.,,, .. ic~. • 
DEVENEY. JoM D., 340 Walter A .. e. D '<>nc\', 
DEVITO, S. 411 P01• Av•. lyr.11· u-s•. 
EHRICH, Oa••d IJ., IJS Bur9e-. Pl_,c~ Po•u:c. 
EISENMl\lo/, Ro~•t R. lol49 Elm Av-.. Peno1a~•e•. 
ENGEL George Jr.. 129 Monnhr•m Ave. Oaklyn 
ERTWINI? Melvin F., 160 Loke Shore Drive l.o~e 

Hiowarho. 
FAROUHAR, Robtrl 8., 263J Wes!f:eld Av11. ~ ..... 

d•rw. 
FEDERICO. Geno, landinq Ro~d. N .. vport. 
FORTE John Thom4J, 320 Suue~ St, Harrison. 
GAM8E~T. llttotJoro C., 318 Sylvan Ro4d Bloom 

flold. ' 
GREENWOOD, Bernard F. 21 El"' Si. D.mont 
GREXA And•ew J , 1242 lan•Jawn" Ave., Camd<n. 
HALLICY. Willi•"' H .. Mt. Pr:>specf Ave. Clirton 
HAR<lCASTLE, Pob r• \SS Jasper SI. PorNson. 
HECkER James II. Si•t•en Flee• Sr. Jcrscv City, 
HELLER. Robert W, Sev.,ntccn FoiNiow Ave., PoM 

111U 
r!OFFMAN Peter P 0. 9,., 4, P;Hslo .. n. 
HOSKIN, D, o P, 166 E-..ere1• Plocc E.1st hthcriord, 
HUlllEY. W1111tr C. 97 S"d•~ Averu" ~·· Dool. 
KADEN8ACH, Got/lord, SS S~re.rsbu•y Avo. Hi;li 

lends. 
KAMINSKI , Joseph R., 95 Passo•c Ave. Eost, 8 oow• 

1;.1d. 
KOCIAN, Michoel t. 319 C::lta• Av' Nowor•, 
KOLAR Wolfer 147 Neptune Ave., Jeru, c;1~. 
LINOLAU. lheodorc J. 110 Conont S: .. Hilhid4<. 
MATHU~ Nicholo1, 569 Jo,..,y Ave.

1 
Jors•y City. 

MORRISuN Chr\101 f. Second ana bstrorn St, 
Alco. 

ORMSBY, Rolph F., Thre• M•plc Ave.. Salem, 
PEIFFER• lho"'"' O. 3l9 Prince St .• Bordcnto ... n. 
PHILLIP;, John F •• Foi Hill Ro&d De.nvillc. 
PIERINI., franl ~29 Adeline St. Tre~lor.. 
SCHMIOT Wilfiom J. 92, Summit St •. lfndtn 
SNA8LE, AlborlJ Moplo A-c •. South, 8.ttlinq RidQc. 
SOKOL Edwor E , 125 Schlcv St., Garfield, 
STEA OLEY Andre,.. W., 104 Co•a•n ,..,.,,, Je•1e1 

Cit., 
STUART Gec•q~ Waldron W•c\olf. 
TAYlOR. P.obert W 61<! Mo•• St. Si,9oc 
UISELHOER,. Auq•U H-, 103 Ellis Ave., lrvinqlon. 
VAN HOUTcN, Fron~ "" 661 22nd St., EMt P~r•I 

ion. 
VITALE Ricoord 287 Polric St. Nor!~ Eo•I Oron9~. 
VONes: John W. 'f7 Vlrt~ins Ave. Je"<v C•tv. 
WEMPLE, Born•.r J. 420 Chill"" St., Elizoboth 
WHYTE, Lyell P., Sll lrvinqlon Ave., Elizabeth, 
YORKE, GoarQr f.. , 33 Harriion Pl3C" trvinqlon 

NEW MEXICO 
CHAVEZ le Rt, l P 0. Sor 101 " Mowo••o '. 

nair. 
EDGAR loyl 210 l.-.~ .. St. Soutlt C_,rfsb<'ld. 
ELVIESS, Wi Hom H., P. 6. Bo• 27 Ch11ma. 
VALDEZ, Somuol G.,ner~I D~f;very Et Ritr 
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NEW YORK 
ACKllOYO. Le<> P. 620 Ea, A • loc•oor:. 
AOAMAVAGE Etl.,~ra J., 7t8 Wltvta A•e. "•· 

Yor~. 

AGRILLO Hen•v F., 22! E'9Mh Ave. B•CY.• Yll. 
ANDERSEN Will'o~ S F.lth St., ~st 8rool ,-. 
ANDRE Lor,., A. Jt4 Iii 'erdol Ave. Y ••·s. 
APPELBAUM Harrold 308 Atobamo A•t. Broc•lr 
APPEllAN,._ S~•ap W. 94? E.u~orn 8l1rd., 8ront. 
AR80ll Nu. John J. )75 Vonarrbllt A•• to;,. 

Yor~. 
BAKER Howara E. 46 Clint o SI M«Jdl t "" 
3ARLHTA A".t~o,, E., I~ lltti Avt:! Sr:~t!: i~1111 , 

V~·no". 
BEAMS. Edwo.d P. Ha•ri,.,or Oran;o Cok"'• 
SECKER, Fr,,deric~ A 8) 46 I 18th SI. Kew G•r 

d""' L. I. 
8EITL Joh" S•ev• lt66 GL• Clfc A~~. 5·~• / 
aJ.CHOWS!(f Ale1Jncte· c .. 2• Pc•1':• S·. hr! D. 
BLASSOI A.berl F 81 M•. ·er Sr. Srocll,"· 
&OCCH NO Ja,.,11 J, SO P4.,on10~ St Q: 

Spri1q~. 
BOYD. Cho•le< M. 279 Madis.o• S•. Wellsville. 
SltE1TWEISER. Frca~''''· Jr., 178 21 lesi"e R<I S• 

Aloo• l. I. 
&P.ENNAN Jolin V 987 Am11cra~m A,e. Ne• 

Yot\. 
BRIGGS Ch3rl.,_s T .. Jr •. <~a C'<l~r St •. SC1>~nect1dt 
BROOMFIELD, Alfred C., 2735 lcd.;i,.ich Ave., B•ori•. 
BROWN Wiiliam G. Sox 393. Edwards. 
SRYC~, William H., 7852 fl.4tlt St., Glc•dolc t. I 
BUCKr<Ell Luther H. 8944 191.lh S•. Holl:s. 
SUONORA. h11n< A .. 61 B•'rnont Ave. Yo••t•s 
SURkE. Leo \//. 2n1 Oeulur A•e. Bron•. 
BURNS Edwa•d J •. 353 12th S•v Sot•>;, liodt~h~'1'· 
8YRNES • James E. 1524 Ave. A," \vatervlitt. 
CAFFREY M11H~e- J., 218 El~ S•., Srroc•st. 
CAlZAll;;iTA. M;c!lsel , 89 Wcb1w Av•. !•:>el r 
CAPUANO An.>r:o M., 201 Greenwood A"t <iual 

CAROllLo, v;•ceut A., 31> p.,,..,;,. Au1 N ~ 
Pt6ins. 

CARHART Russell R •• 29 Dinan St.1 Bta·:o•. 
CARNES John H •. 2 Pott SI. Pul6s<. 
CASTt Primo G . 113 1().1•1\ St. E61' Ne .. Yer< 
CASTRO Joli~ l. ISi> t03•d S•. Eos• Ne• Yo·l. 
CHERPICiC Frecterc1' A,, 9 M.>d:w A •, 9• 

mor• I.. I. 
CHUUA, James L., 59 Ch.,tnul St Nori~. Torry 

town. 
CIPERANO Jonn 37 M ~41h SI., New Yor\. 
COOMES

0 
J~se H., 1038 N~llr5 n'1 Ave. 8roollY" 

CORQAO M"clioel E •. 913 M•u A•t'. Bro.,. 
CORWIN, "Je..,me 8. 1.205 Fifth Avtt. Broolly• 
CP.APARO, Ftanl, 43 J Su•fer A;e, S•ocH,n. 
CROUCH, WIU:e E,. 260 H~'11on Avr., Alba~• 
CUON~Y, Ale..,•d t• G. Jr tlS J111 St. f.ul 

BrooUv•. 
CZERWINSKI ,v., • , '!.21 G•.shom Ave. S•oal • 
DARDEN A Vb •• lO v;n., A•e. S1>&1"'ood Poro 

Yon;tf"l 
DAUPHIN EE Che·,, G. 5'7 '19th S• 8•oc.lytr. 
Oeo MASI Jotac~ O. 1167 10th Sr liroo:lyn 
DEMETRIOU Al"'o"der, S6S ll9th St. Wt1I Nt* 

Yor>, 
D~ NOYElLES D•~l<il, lhira St. He••••t•a.,, 
DIETZ Joi\" A. IS87 Hoth.,.ood Ave. Bro '· 
Di LORENZO 'L i, l.. ins n;,a A•c. N·· 

'for~. . 
008BS P11lrick J. Kennedy Rotd, Ent Hills, ~"''" 

L, I. 
DOEP.Fll~GER. E, qone W., 16' JC)JitSQI' Ave. 

Broo•lv". 
OOYLI': John J., 334) Occa••r A•e. Bron:<. 
EDELL, 01,...!ld P., ?l3 Roc•shuro,.;i~ R~d. Rodi 

esltr. 
ELLIOTI, Georqe P., 222 Ardsley S'. ~·c~mo rJ 

L. I. 
EUFE~IA A•mo·d M. 1.0 116•• St. East Ne• 

Yori. 
FABIAN Ch.,tle< E. 3329 Stvmc;•r A;e Iron<. 
FERNANDEZ Olig••ic &J 28 l!ooth S•., Rr1 rarl 

l. I. 
FILOMIO Gtt.·qe 3232 l••' ~Q A•"· S•Dll" 
FINNEGAN C!ierlos f. 3'1) OyetrTl5 S•., Poch• 
FLYNN E<1w0<d J., l!i9 S6'h St., Sroc • , • 
FRIEDMAN leono•d 864 Now '"d A~e •• 8 00•!1 
GAM81JllO Anthon1· S., 12 Luq.ioo• St., Brooilf•· 
GANGONE, CarrniM A., s-1 Echfar St., 81oollv"' 
GAVIN, NiellOlas l. Storio1 60, O•te•1 Villoq• 
GJANNAnASIO Ea~.>rd R. 119 ~ 14)1h Sr, So I~ 

Olone Porl. l t. 
GOLO&HG, Hetrn~o, 2212 Str1uis S'. 8roo. r~ 
Gi!ACE, l!aymond H. "1215 2~1tt 51., Bofle·~ 

L. I. 
GROBSTEIN Irving 2137 62nd St, 8'00HV1! 
GUARNEPA J~c· J . ?524 96r .., Ave, 810•• 
GULLO O~m'nic<. '5 Geor9e S•. 8roo ft•. 
HAND E<1d•d F.. 181 Elder SI 8rocol/r. 
HANOl;R P.obec1 H6S Se;moo..• Av~ Sro 
HANS, Alt•ande• A., lociist Volley, la~o hi~""· 
HANSFORD Arth.it l+!) S,,ych1 tc• AWf!. 8rc• 
HAJ!ANIS J""" 214 hst Br".i:jway No .. Yo•l. 
HARl!INGTON Rohe>! F., 601 401h S• 8•00• • 
kAllFINGTON \'ltlliarn H,, ~ F. D. T CCllOCt090, 
HASSETT John G., 54 Ncwpo•t ~ooo bl~•d P&•• 

l. I. 
HAYES W;ui,,m H .. 121 Main St .. Dobca f"e1r,, 
HENOE'RSON J4mes C. 36 PtoH eel Avp, No. 

B•fq, 'O~. 
HEWLETT foul M. 28) H.ig.ienot S•. t'•" Roe• 

~lie. 

HOROWITZ Clifford. 1427 p,,.;n A'«• 8r~•I•• 
INNESS Will iom H. Purd>S. 
!NSALACO A"oelo 2St9 Roddilf A•e. 3·a!l• 



JACOBS How•rd R. 231!> Croose~ Ave. Broo> 
lyn_ 

JAMPOLSKY, Marl'n 359 McDonald Ave. Ne. 
York. 

JANDREW. lvle l., SI Boss St. Bolivar. 
JOHNSON Rob..rl A., 206 lnoiono Ave. Nori~ 

w .. terlown. 
JORDAN Chorlei

1 
9101 2l01h Place, Bellaire L. I. 

JOYCE, Thomas J., 513 Wagner Ave. Mamaroneck. 
JUNE. Em-nell G.. Kin9s Pork, L. ·1. 
KA BAS I NSKAS Anthony G., 5810 69th lone Mas 

peth. 
KALEb Michael,_ 30·02 29th St.. Lonq lslono C;ty, 
KAPL WITZ, buslove 1687 Par~ Piece Broo~lvr.. 
KEKERL Francis P. 165 Greenpoinl Ave., 8rooHyn, 
l<ELLAK Jomes A, 8'1-04 l~Stn St., Jamoi"9. 
KEMP Wi!Hem F., Jr.. 186 As'1ford Ave., Dobbs 

Ferry, 
KING, Murray, 181 26 Hills:de Ave .. JaMaico. l . I 
KITSOS. Poodeles H .. 79 Chrystie Si. New Yor~. 
KLAES. Mervin J. 203 Oa~lond A~•.. Rye. 
KLENOSKY Marvin J , 300 Ec<lord St Broorlvn. 
KOLASSA Sronloy J., 1575 Lexin9lon Ave., New 

York. 
KOSOWSKY. Horry, 60S Von Siclen Ave., 8rooklvn. 
KRYJAK , John V., 90'1 Lorimer SI., Broollyn. 
LAKE. Wilbur J., 199 12 32nd Ave., Bayside, l. I. 
LANDAU, Menshom, 457 Sorotogo Ave.. 8roo~ 

lyn. 
LARES, Robed W., B~B Tinton Ave., Now York. 
LAW J orn~$ E., 27 Box Ave., BuHalo. 
LE MO N, Charle>\ S., 217 Me in SL, Cold Spnng< 
LEONELlr , William M., 3012 Bronx Wood Ave,, 

Bronx. 
LESCH, Alexander A. 129 671h SI.. We~I New 

York. 
LIEBENOW franl. 423 Willis Ave., Bron•. 
LINDQUIST Nicholo< I., R. F. D. I Carmel. 
LIPSHITZ, l<idore, 171 Woshinqton Ave .. Bron•. 
lOfFMIN, Louis M., 522 1851~ St. W~ .t, Ne.,. 

York. 
LOP~1 lhomo\ J , '401 63rd S•. Eosl Ne .. Yo•l 
LYNCM J•mcs It.. 113 lodia St. Broo~lyn. 
MacDONALD Hugh N., Walt~r /'we. ThorowOO<I. 
MACEY, Victor L. 8447 lelferl1 Blvd., Rich,,.,onu 

Hill l. I. 
MAIER, H~rb< rt P. 0. Bo• 97 Medford Lon9 Is 

land. 
MARIENTHAL, lhcodore Sr 164 82nd Sr., E4st 

N~w York. 
MARSHALL. John, 443 Minnelord Av... Cilv hlond , 

Bron•. 
MARTINEZ, Rotmlo A •. 204 I 12th St. Eo>I , Ne"' 

Yor«. 
MASCIOTII Goetono 170 !13th Sr. Eo>I Ne"' 

Yor•. 
MASSON R• beri H .. 32 Linden Ave. Mount Ver 

non. 
MASTROPASQUA Sol.,e M. 324 Hth St. Wes• 

Cardono Now Yor•. 
McCOY. Wliliom R •• 338 Kin9 A,o,, Ntw Yor•. 
McGLYNN Th1>mu P., 3495 Bro.odwov, Ne., Yo•~ 
McNAMARA Froncis, 14 lamor1ine, Yontors. 
MELASKY, Mortin 901 172nd St., E•ul, Bron• 
MENZE. Fredtrick E. 4118 Ave. South 8roo•l~n. 
MEZICK, Hcrborl C. 101 24 Jomoico Ave., Rklo 

mo~d Hill. l I , 
MI LAU, Robert, Bouluvord Ave., GMtnlowo, l I 
lvl llll:R, Henry C. 520 901h St. Eost, Nnw Yort. 
MILLER1. Somu~I H. 20 Koller Valley Strearn. L. I. 
MILMAN, living M1, 270 Emplrc Blva., Brooklyn 
MISURACO Victor M., 221 971h St,, En,1, New 

York. 
MORDENTE Fronk, 947 Roctor< Platt\ Bron•. 
MORGENSEN, Ho"' I. A., 70 Glovar Ave., Yonh.,>. 
MULLEN, John A, 1211 Onondaqo SI. W•1t 

S~rocusJ. 
MUNGIOLEt Philip H •. 809 South Oak Drivo Bron•. 
MUSTO, Jonn A., 1845 BO<Jort A•c. Bronx. 
NANFP.A lhornas, Bl Eldrid9e St. New Yor\, 
NESFIELO. FronGis P .. IOI Chorl°' St.1 Ntw Yorl. 
NOGUERA Gilbert J. 9 Truxton Roaa lsl<>nd Por\ . 
OHLSTEIN Wolloc.,, "°' 196th St, West, New Yort. 
ORMISTON Jo~n B .. 287 M"'" Squa• .. Ro.-, Yookers. 
PALISI Gocl4ro J., 611 20th St.. Broollvn. 
PALMER Kenneth G . 2006 Polmetto St., Brool-lyn, 
PANTAZI, Nichol.u >-. .. 1975 Brvanl Ave., lronr, 
PARISE~ Ant~ony R.,..) Foirlield St., Whita Pl.,ins. 
PATANt:, Angelo 2u12 Second Ave., New York. 
PAULSON Donold W. 319 Stowe St., Jomcalown, 
PERLEE~ (.,stcr H., 5~5 Washington SI., Hudson. 
PERROrA, Jo,rph J., 3020 8riqhlon Third SI ., 

8roo~lyn. 
PETERSEN Frcdoritl R., 114.07 17Sfh St., St, Al· 

bon1. 
PIANO M chael C., 42~ l~lst St.1 East, Ne"' Yori, 
PORCELL~ Rolfoole T,_ 946 Pacific St .. BrooUyn. 
PORTER, vei9 E., 15 Tibbi11 Ave., While Plains 
POSNER Leo Wilbur, t 14 Crorumont Ave., 8"'1olo 
PUNGITORE', Thom•• J. 945 214th St., East, Bron" 
ltOBERG Corl E., 738 Re•ere Ave.. Bron•, 
R081NS6N. Bernard .. C' 74 Grohom Ave., Brool<I,~ 
ROCHE John N., 2113 Virgil Ploce. Bron._ 
ROGER~. Richotd W . 816 Mcleon Ave, Yon\ers. 
ROMANELLO. Pot A., 626 Lorimer St .• Brooklyn. 
ROONEY, Thomo& P 72 Morning<ido A•o.1 Yonl~r\ , 
ROSSETTI, J111ne1 A., 289 Devoe St., Broorlyn. 
RYAN , Stephen E., Bo. 111 , Glosco . 
SACCO Cormlno J., 2226 First Av•, New Vorf. 
SANTORA, Nicholes, 1859 22nd St., Eo,t, Brookly11. 
SAVAGE, SylvrJ&lcr R., 7330 52nd Courl Mn1polh, 

Long l\ land. 
SAVASTA, Nicholos S., 3326 ~ish Ava., Bronx. 
SCANLON. William R., 17l9 Pilgrim Ave. Bron,, 
SCHOELL, Wlllonm T., 5634 186th St., flu,hinq, Lonq 

l•land. 
SHASHATY Willion1 SOS N1t1lf. St., Broollyn. 

S.EGEL. JMn F. 194·12 !15th 'load, St. Albo•• . 
SMITH, Fran\ W. New York. 
SMITH, Jc;on B.. 584 Tenth Ave. New Yor~. 
SM ITHGAll. Robert E., Corfu. 
SPROUlL, John T .• 38 1 • Fulton St •. North Aubur11. 
STACI-IE. p,,ul, P. 0. Bo• 339 K1n9l Pork, lonq 

lsla•d. 
STRISSEL Arthur, 211 3lrd SI. Eosi New York. 
STUPIA. Frantc S., 669 Beck St.

1 
New Yori<. 

SULLIVAN, William J., c/o Police Dept .. Buffalo. 
SZELIGOWSKI, Mollhew, 81 Maujer SI .. B•ooklyr •. 
TERRY-, William C., 319 Flolbush Ave.. Brookl)n. 
lRISCUl ZZI, Angelo A. 1859 Holland Ave.. Bronx. 
TSCHUDI\ George E. fOO) Con•lin St. Ea.I For"' 

ingda e l. I. 
VAN DORN Howord W., 94 Rvon St. Buffalo. 
VERSITSKY, Nichol•• J . 211 Cely~• St.. Brooklyn 
VIGGIANO, Jamei V. 3650 Bron• Blvd., Bronv. 
VOGT Harold, R. F. D. 3 Peelskal. 
VOLPE, Nichola> J •. 52 Prospect Perl, S. W. 8•00•-

lyn. 
W AlSH l'atrick J. 2069 Story Avr: Bron•. 
WALTON. Robert R •• Polm~ra. 
WEBER" Edward A., 181~ Fowler Ave. Ne .. Yorl. 
WILSON, Waller S., Brewster 
WISNIEWSKI, Theodore G. 10729 Pinegrove Si. 

Jomaica. 
YOUNG, Julius F., 78 Regent St., South, Port Ch•< 

!er. 
NORTH CAROLINA 

FLOYD, William F., 702 Walor SI., Lumberton. 
HAR RIS, Arnold A., loll Wilkinson St., Charlotte. 
MOORE, Jame.s W.. Bmon City. 
NICHOLS, Benjamin T., Old Foti. 
POWERS, Henry w .. Jr., 720 Wl<euon Ave., Dur-

ham. 
SUMRELL, B mett H., Ayden. 
TURNE~1 Ja<eph P. Welcrworh Rood I Wilson. 
WAUGM, S'lliley E.. R. ~. D. 6 P 0. Bo> 162 

Stalesville. 
NORTH DAKOTA 

EVENSON, Ru1sel N. 910 First A~e .. Forgo Norin . 
NAPPEN Ari~ur franklin lo•k•n. 

OHIO 
ALLEN, William l. Allen Hotel Montpelier. 
BAUS, Robert E .• 42H ISOlh St., l11est Clevelond. 
BOLLERHEY Jomes C., 4843 forutdole Drive Cleve· 

land. 
BROTHERS, Richard V., 305 Volley Street Minerva 
CHISLER, John J., R. F. D. 2. Atwoter. 
DARR. Roben K._ 213 N. E. Ave., Montpelier. 
DUDLEY, Norris P •. 921 Uto~ St. Toledo. 
DYKE. Julion J.. 2307 Clevtlend Ave, (c/o John 

Dy~e) Columbus 
G~.1.. Willi3m 0., SI S. W. First Str"°I• Monilon. 
GIFKJIW, Charles M., 1035 Avon S•.. Akron. 
GORDON, Jol>n D .. 97S Penn Ave •• A.ron. 
GRUBB, Rooett E._ 1761 Pa9r: Ave,~ Eosl, Clevelon<I. 
HARTLEY, George I\. 2186 67r~ ~r. Wei•, Cle·~· 

lond. 
HOPWOOD, Jae~ W. 13481 Second Ave., Cl~v•lond 

East. 
HOSEY, Neal L, 606 Stanley M1ddleto.,n. 
JANKA, Samuel C. P. 0. ~o~ 206, Windham. 
JON ES. Jock 8., 2440 fourtaenlh SI., West Cleve• 

lend. 
KANOUS Paul f. 4131 H~rri, St., Toledo. 
KATONA: Louis E., Sr., 1022 Man•fiold SI., Eost 

Bucyrtls. 
KEDDIE. Edwin D. ~34 Vinr. St., Livorpool Eosl. 
KILMER, Donold W., 6 Thompson Ploce Livorpool 

E<>Sf. 
KRUGER, Bernard A., 9)4 DeArmond Ave. Cin 

cinrtafi. 
LI LZE. Ralph D., Powhatan Point 
MANN, Nalhon R Toledo. 
MARTIN, Merla M. ™ C..llowhil! St., Wooster . 
MARTS. Lvle 0., l (ll Horoce St. Toledo. 
MUSSELMAN, a1o~c D., Sherwood. 
MYERS Joseph R. 618 Werh Ave •. S. W., Cor.ron 
ON SI Ric.hard E., 15709 Corsico Ave. Clevel.tn<I. 
PAIGE. freci W. Jr., 4924 West A•e"•o. Ashtobulo , 
POLUfRONE, Anthony T., 5310 Mo~on.ng Ave., 

Voun;;JSlow• 
PRINTZ, Albert C. 1309 Sr, Elmo Ave., C_,nton 

N. E. 
RAY, Russell 8., 487 Wolcott Ave. Kent. 
ROLLINS. Roymond L., Sciors fvrnoc~. 
SHAFER, Leonard Cleveland. 
SMITH, Henry D .. 339 Cornell Avo. Amhersr. 
SOWERS, Poul E. Nineteen Pionee• St., Dovion. 
STEESE, He•rnan VI., Roylond 
STINE, Cecil LeRoy, NortNn Ave A• on Lo~e. 
THOMPSON_ Rov W., Monlu•. 
TOMKINS. Po~I L., L1~rty St Min~ro l Ridqe. 
VAN FOSSEN Donold I., S45 Mein St. West lo~ 

easier. 
WICK. Tennis, 13705 Sh4•0r Blvd., Cleveland 
YANOSCIK Michael, lleoG Cloverdolr A~e. Cle.~ 

lond. 
OKLAHOMA 

BAKER, Robert E •• 1127 TurMr R. F. D. 2. Muskogee. 
BIGKNIFE, J~ck H .. ))I VoM South, Vinita. 
BRYANT, Murry A .. Jr., 517 Cherokee West, Mc 

Alesler. 
CABLE. Lowell H .. Flalchor. 
CARNAGEY, Jack W., 15th ftnd Lowis South, R. F. D 

2, Tulsa. 
COPE, Fred R. R. F. 0. 2, Cushing. 
CUMMINGS. Glen E .. R, F. D. I Duncan. 
DAVl~L Roymond R., 711 Elm ~I., North, Poncb 

C11)'. 
GARREN C.r J. P.. F. D. I, Foirlond. 

367 

GRIFFIN Joseph H., Jr. i!. F. D 2 P. 0. 8~• 
P•yor. 

GRIFFITH. Alvir D •. HoMlnv. 
liALEY, Ceca W. Ge-:eral Deriver; Sol<na. 
HALL. Pierce W •. fo;rf3od_ 
HANLEY Willie E. P. 0. So. 434 Straiford. 
HEFNER, C.,r1 l., ~ Twe~lierl: St. S. E., O•lo 

homo Cily. · 
HERNANDEZ Doniel. R. F. D .• 4. Ponca Cit~. 
HOLLAND, Elzie l, Genera• Delivery Clayton. 
HOL~, Ricnord W., 603 Sou:h Blvd., Edmond. 
H0011.ER, llovd M. R. F. D. I P. 0. Bo• 2000 

Stminolo. 
HUNTLEY Clorence L 1214 Fifteenth St. Eost 

Tulsb. 
LAWSON Owe.n l. Ilona . 
MILLIGAN Judso" VI •. 311 Ce"tr.>l, Ponu C.ty 

West. 
MUSICK, Willia"' F .. R. F- D. I Wotova. 
PRYOR, Lt'On M. R. F. D_ 2, Y•lon. 
RADFORD. Charle. v .. 310 !>Aain So~th. M"ami . 
PHOADES, Garlond H.. '100 Valf"\I Drive Sa1d 

Sorinq·. 
ST. CLAIR, Carmen L., Tuisa. 
SPENCE. John F. ~902 Omufges St. Wesr Mus}oqee. 
WRIGHT Edward R., R. F. D. I, C.-rte1 , 

OREGON 
CHANEY, Rolph W., Ba26 Fifteenlh Ave., S. E. 

PortlMd. 
CREECH, Johnie M., R. F. D. , 9 P. 0. Bo~ 1320 

Portland. 
GRIER, Norman P., 3704 21st Ave. N E. Portlond. 
JOH".'> Doniol letter 2415 Hoyt St., N. 'e., Porllond. 
McKINLEY, Roymond C. P. 0. Bo• 75 Sondy. 
Mill ER, John E. 10737 B11n1<ide Port)and. 
ROUFS! William· J •. 4068 Tltompson St. l(fomorfi 

f•I s. 
TYLER. Horold l., R. F. D. I Soordm.>•. 
WOODCOCK Vemo• L. Ma"oin. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
ACKERMAN, Rolph A.. Green Looe. 
ANDERSON Dole S.. 1421 Pecif.c A•~. Mo•oc.>. 
ARMSTRONG, Poul J. 217 Natche~ Sr. Potrsburq>. 
ARMSTRONG Will;om C. 217 Na·chn St., p,,,, 

burqh. · 
AUGUSTA Aurelio A. R. F. D. 4. Bo• C-28, S.thl., 

liem. 
BARKER. Chorles W. ~904 Weslmin11er Ave. Phct 

odolphia. ' 
BARNHART. Veit, 26 Wvnavo St. Wes!. Philodelphio 
BASSLER Williom W, 716 Mulberl)- St., Hollidov, 
8AVSORE, Arthur l. 717 Moin Sr. Horii Wohon 

town. 
BEARD. Willi•m C. 32 Maple Sl.. Ea>t , Loba~on 
BEAVEI!, Jo "Ph E.. 12 Elm St Milton , 
BILLS Flo~d T., Jr. R. F. D. I Bo> ~. le«h 

bvrq. 
BIONDI, Rena J., t61 Sc•oonma•er A,~ ._, o•.inn. 
BIRLEY Glfn M., Delro. 
BISCHOFF. James W., 2178 L.ot•erl~ St. Ean, 

Philo::lelphi•. 
BOCKO, Ale•onder R. F. D. I hngor. 
BOEHM, Gt'Otg,. A. 215 Greydon Ave., McKee• 

Rocks. 
BOWMAN Rrchord W., Forqe St., Bowm~n.town. 
BRIECI<, William A. Jr. 320ol Versailles Ave. Mc 

Kuo•port. • · 
8RITVICH, Michaef R., P. 0., Box 126, Brownw1lla. 
BRIZZI, Amorlco, 1137 Mercy Sl., Philodelphio. 
BROWN, Fenton F., I!. F. 0. 3, SusQuahonna. 
8UCUREN, Gideon A. R. F. D. 1 Bo1 ISO, Fnon 

dom. 
BUDION"" John 217 Belnhoover A,,e., Plllsburqh. 
BUFFIN.,,TON Edmund M. F. 7622 R1dq~ A,,e, Phlj 

odtlphie. 
BYERS. fronc,, E ~ Hawlnorne Ave., Gr~.l'n\ 

burg. 
CARCHIO Joi• /\, 045 Third St. Ew Betllle 

hem. 
CASEY, ~ndre J. 245 Fa•rf•e d A Uppu 

D•rDy. 
CASEY, Geor9c J. ) 20 Pennoo- S·. Pr• 40 !fln" 
CHARLES, Cleor J., IL F. D. I N~· Prov"dence 
CUPPLES, Jomes R. P. 0. 601 291 Ctvmer. 
CURCt. Jo1ep~ M. P. 0. Bo• 195 b•or, 
DANIELS. Albert J 78 Gilligan St, Wilte1·84"<. 
DAYTNER, P.:iul W. R. F. D. I E•l.,ood c;ty. 
DORFElD C..rl W. 5-tS Fran~lin St., Frcepart 
DUPLAK, M1chHl_ Jr. ll5 Exe1er Reodinq, 
EBHSOlE, Clarence H., -191 Sla•e Rood, Wcsl foir 

viO#. 
ELLIOTT, Thomos H. 2J.49 M11tter SI., No•th P~ I 

sdclphio. 
ELLIS, Werreo H., 15 Evergre-e~ Ave. W~ncott. 
EPPES, Joh• C. 1n1 Erie Ave. Wur P~ildUC 

~~. . 
EVl\NS. R,chord J. 22 Slate S· . . West, QuarrV"rllo 
fENDRYK S1onlev T .ttO Winters Ave, Weit H~d~ 

•on. 
FISH Eil. Howord J .. 8.(5 Bingamon St. Read1n9. 
GARGER Sto•c W .• S22 Fifto Sr •. North Allentown. 
GOOEC, Edworo C. 626 Coler., SI., Piltsburqh, 
GOLDBERG. Roy "A", 112 Front St., Hellerton. 
GUTBERLH, Chorles J. Jr,, 6741 Lebanon A11c., 

Philodclphio. 
HASEN ECZ, AIOJt 1634 Third St.. Eosl Belhl~hum. 
HATTAL, Howard E., 506 Sranbridqe St., Norrl1lown 
HEISER, Harold E., Wes-I Ma rkel St., Orwi~sburg. 
HAMILTON John W., R. F. D, I, lloch.slor Mill• 
HOBACK Robert P., 1111 Reed St., Philad~lph1a 
HODGE Willlom H Jr. 509 kano•r St. Du 11o·1. 



HOFFMAN, Elmer J., q3S French Sr. We~f. Phil· 
odo,pho.1, 

HCJHNECKI Geor9e A. 2060 Bos•on Ave., Easr 
Pho lode ph' o. 

HOLMES, R~lph 213 Mt. Pleo..,~t Ave., Wesr, 
P~ilodolphio. 

HOLTON Ro~rt 1007 Rodle<ter Road. Pi1tsbvrqh. 
HRABOVSiCV John J, 510 Fihn Ave, Ferd Cir,. 
HRICHAK, Pct•r 75 Cleorlield SI. Freemansc.;Tq. 
HUJCS Loois J,, 228 Auroro St., 8ethlehem. 
JEROME Harr1 J. 3260 Cc;ttmon A~e.. Phil.>de -

phia. 
JOHNS, Roy F •• Strong11ewn. 
KACZKOWSKY, Fr~nl L., 2102 Chestnvt A'e. ila••B-

C>OrD. 
!(AMIS, Ed~ord G., t032 Filth Ave .. ford City. 
KEIFFER. Fron\ H. 108 Moio St., So.t~. Mo,hei..,. 
KELLY J.,,h~ F., 178 Moin St., Sou•~ C.>rt>c.ndole. 
KERNS JoMts E., 1045 Sp1in<1licld Rood DMby. 
KERSHAW. John B. 530 Ris•ng Sun A•c:., w,...: 

Pltilod&lphio. 
KIRBY, Williom A., 603 Chester Ave., Pittsburgh. 
KN EPP. John W,, Jr., ?-07 McNoul SI., Curwcn.-

vill :. 
KOPCO, fr4ncis E. R. F. D. I, Box 407. Johnstown. 
KOSTLEY. Louis F., P. 0, Bo• 100, Loyolnonno. 
KUZMANKO, Jos~~h . 5165 Dresden Wov. Piflsburgh. 
LA NE Willlom 8., ~6~ Llbortv St., Allon1own. 
LAPIE NSKI, Cosimir C., 1441 Phlllip St.'" Belhlehem. 
LEHMA N, Gnorq~ l., 23 Newport SI .. cost, As hley, 
LITMAN,,, Joseph K., 126 Wo lnol SI., Horrisburg. 
LOFFRE uO J ohn 9l0 Broodwoy Pitcairn. 
LOUGHREY, Poul V., 6642 Ubo't SI., North, Phifa-

dcll'!hio. 
LUOWIG, Glon E •. Wllliom1port, 
MAGN IARIN I, Albert D •. 1531 Ei9hlh SI., Eost, Beth 

lehem. 
MARCISIN, Michael L., SH Selfridge St., 8elhle--

t1om. 
MARTIN , John M., R. F. D. 2, Bo< 460 Shomonn. 
MATTERN Willion1 E., 339 Walnut St., Len1ovne. 
McDONNEL.l

1 
Morlin L.I S4 Lincoln St., Pittston. 

McGUIRK MOrlon E. G on Mills. 
McLAUGHLIN J~mcs, 309 Maple St., Jersey Shore. 
MENGIN•E, Nicholas J. 60S9 Collo"'hill St. Pril-

adelpltio. 
MILLER Gecrqe E. 1206 E woll, Pi!lso•roh. 
MILLER Joseph A. 51~ 1<1mtone S•. Pirtsborq•. 
MILLER, Mo'tis 0, It F. 0. ?, Coopersburg. 
MOCK Rolph H. ~ Wob4no St. P'rtsb•',q"· 
MORSE Nor"'"" '2~28 American St., Sa"I~. P"1laad-

phia. 
NAGLE Wifliom T. 2U3 Suru~ Ave. A toon3. 
NAUMAN Hu9n W, ?l4 Cres1 Ave. Sc!ilte!-em. 
NEMETH Joseoh J,, 7~7 Wrondoue Sr. Berhlt 

lt~rn. 
NOVROSKJ.. Edward T .• 21 McHmle St. S"'oye"IYilh.•. 
OSTERBER1.:> Lenni I. 114 Tree St., Pnifodelphi11. 
OZIMEK. Jo cplt 610 Leibe<' St., BetMehem. 
i>ALEK Gcor9~ J . P, 0. Bo• " Lovoll•,.on3. 
l'ALM~R. Edwin W., 1912 Si.th St., North , Harr•· 

burq. 
PONASKI, Jo1eph, "7 Tjlghm•n St., Allentown. 
PRISTAS. Pavl, P. 0. 80< 333, Brndr.nvlllc. 
QUINLAN, Jasfph C., Bb<44 Borlr.>m Ave .. Philadel· 

phio. 
RADEL John L., Wotnul St., Whonisco. 
RAUDIBAUGH, Zen• J., 132 Cnrroll St., Soulh , 

Reading. 
~EHR,G, Richa rd D., Jr., 753 Ei9hth SI., Norin, 

A lonlown. 
RENZOL Lconortl 0., ~2·1 1111\IM S I.~ Buthlehom. 
REYNO OS, G~or<1~ C,1 ·1013 ">." St., Philadel­

ohi~. 
RODZINAK, Jo1aph A,, 107 8oul~vord St., Wilke,. 

e ..... 
SCHAEFER, John W., 1232 Su1queh0Mo Ave., Sun· 

bury. 
SCHALL, Jncob C., Chorfe,io Elks Club, Followfietd 

Avr., Cho•lcrio, 
SCHULTZ, Vielor E. 41 St.:iolcy St., Wil~e ... Barre. 
SEMBRATbGeorqa, 8~ V•lloy Ave., North O!)phanf. 
SHEPHER lhom.:11 C. O;n9rnon'1 Ferrv. 
SHOCH. George J., ~3l9 Ponnsvlv•ni~ St. Pnib· 

delphia. 
SHOUP, Arnold R., Ne.. Belhlc!lern. 
SIMMERS, Samutf R. li02 R1: •oaa Sr, Mvers•o•n. 
SINc:;.ER, Jcneph A., 1161 M:1flin Po11<11 Pi111bur9n. 
SIRACUSE, An1~cn1 l., 33 Pe1•cbor.c S'. S•ovet 

ville. 
SLAWITSKY, lrnj~rr 1n 444 Ad•MI Ave. , S<:ren•on, 
:.MITH, Jomes W, .Ve\! w,uhinq1on St E>t., New 

Ca1tlo. 
SIAITHI Ste••" D. 175 8cethwood St., Ne·!~, 

Ph· odolohin, 
:>lERLING, Joy l., J•., li02 Gr~r.t St., Ho"1·c~. 
STOUGH, Ru sell H., r.. F. D, I, Mo•chesler. 
TAMECICI, froni T., 5?6 s~cond St,, Wes!, Movo• 

Car·nPI, 
iHOMAS fr der1ck S , 670 Front St., Danville. 
IHOMAS, G~orqe D., 130 p, nn1vlvania SI. Reedin9. 

TOKAR, John, Jr., 8 Jachon St., Brownsville. 
TOMASURA, Rlcho1d W., 61 Williams SI., Edwards-

ville, 
TOMICO, George S., 532 Solfridqc SI., Bolhl.,hem, 
URSPRUN G, Pout R., 46 LnhtMn St., ~eb~non. 
UTCHELL, Mlehool, 1713 Wolnul St .. H~lual lmg. 
VANIC, Cyd l J., 6~9 Alf11r1l ic SI., Bothl~hom. 
VATER, R4yntond W,, 1 ~62 Sl~uban St. Pittsburgh 
VOTTERO, Barnard J., P. 0. Box 40, Trevorton. ' 
WA(;NER1 J~cob J., 532 Ro1olic SI,, f41f, Philo· 

delpl11,1. 
WALKER, R~lpli C., 1335'!. Gordon St. Allen 

lown. 

WARD, Joseph F. 3516 V'st~ SI., Phll4cfclphi~. 
WEBER. William F., J•., 4~ Strtl•t St., Wttl , 

Pniladeloh•a. 
WEJSS, Ab•ahm, 62)2 Pine S•., Philadelp~~~­
WEi..SEY. Clwtrl•s. •723 Toconv S'. Phi odclphoa, 
WERXMAN, James W, 12JI ·~ Mechanic S•. Ear, 

Be·nle~em. 
WEYER. Hatrv L. Jr. 632 New Costlo P.o<id, Fo••c I. 
w· __ JAMS F·ed J. 3070 T1>ampson St., hs•, 

Phjlad~lp,.1a. 
WILLIAMS Robert J. IOS Mason A1e... W1l<es 8a••c. 
WINS John R. 235 ~urth Ave .. Wtst O••ry, 
YAWORSKY Jo"r, IOi Rai ro.-.d SI., West, Nesqoc-

1-:o.ni'"'q. 
YODER. Oav;d Hompton Coqa~ St ti • It. f., D., t. 
IEARFOSS Jess 1,i1 Jr 2tl Ai ,., S1 ·.v Norr s 

RHODE ISLAND 
3EACOM. S•r "el 202 H... es R• od Lort .. ood. 
BURDICi< Willian" A. 37 H.g~lonc:I Av ., Wulorl\. 
De INGENIS, F1ancesco, 26 Wollaco St. Providence. 
HEVEY. Fr>nci1 A. 35 Schiller St., Powruckal, 
HUSSEY. Thomas F .. 29 Cobb S•., Eost Providonc.,, 
KUZIKYAN, Harry, 19 VeMdale Ave., Providence. 
SIMONE, Vincent, ~31> Valley St .• Pro1idence. 
ZELLER, Edward W., 22 Henry )f., Cron.tan, 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
BAI LEY Jom41 W., 104 Syrocu10 St., Dorlinglon. 
SELL, John C., R. F. D. 4, Box 1&8, North Au9u1la. 
CARTER, Woodrow W., R. F. D., J, Roe~ Hiii, 
LEWIS, Marion J., 600 Kcrshow St., Flor~nce. 
MEETZ~ Joseph B., P. 0. Bo~ 1451. Tofln•r· 
ROSS, eugene W., R. F. D. 2b Kcmbor . 
SIMONS, Edward T., Jr., P. • Bo~ 93, Edqcl1old. 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
HJE!.LMING, lester A., P. 0. Bo• 363 Wilmct. 
LEYDEN, Merlo: E., lyndoll. 

TENNESSEE 
BEllENrA'llr, Ber W. u ~ ~· • 
S><YANT, Jc'>oie J •. R. F. D. , S<., o\lr , 
HOLT otaoett J., Sr., ~24 ChC11tr SI., E4sl, Joel· 

SO:'l. 
JENKINS, JO!! H., S•., R. F. D •• <I, ll pJC'o, 
JOHNSON, roul R. F. D. 42, Vlll1Uol ' U e, Nos 

V•.·e, 
_OSEPH rr<d W,, P. 0. Bo• 28'4 Adami. 
LAR6E1' P.ov J. tmo" G~P. 
NEWMAN 1-11srve; J 82b Main St., Wet•, M~•lr c. 

boro. 
?rltLLIPS, Jotn l., 204 R;ver St., Nawport. 
Y.HYNE Ca~on T., 1905 JeHe"o" Ave. J<no. vrlle. 
SMllH, Jonr L., '198 Monroe A•c., Mcrropht1. 
STRICKLAND, ~oyo L., 22t I 23rd S1., hu, t.:hotra. 

noo9e. 
TIPTON, Joe 8., R. F. 0, I, Allon . 
WALLS, Mered11n W. Oli•tr Sprincu. 
WHIJEHEAO Jamo' H P. 0. Bl• ?!IS, Soviervilla. 

TEXAS 
Al LEN l"f.\••"rP v' """ , 
ur.Lu~ILJbc, t:n111 ... .... , tu/ •• NorJf\ 'A.. St., H1i1rltng · 

ion. 
BARRETT, Lofton, o2~ CMwloru Si., Wc•I Donn1sor1, 
BAUSKE, Jack B,, 2017 Jttlfc"on 81><1., W~sl, Dollo>. 
liRIOGES, Julius C., R. ~. D. I, Bo• 3SI, B•ytowr1, 
BROW N, ~ugenr C., V, 0. Bo> 401 LJmcro>. 
CARLISLE, Louie R.1 P, U, box /67, l<.llqClrt. 
CLARK, JeSJe W., tOO/ L1nds~y SI .. South, G•irot1 

villo. 
DECKER, James L., Sonor.1, 
DIE, lcm G., 4;0'1 Ouvot, Aust in. 
FAILS, Cornelius J. Jr., R. f. 0. 3, Odonnd. 
FORSON, Harold G., 622 W1l1~n )t,, ~•est,· r1lttr. 
GARNEP., Cort 0., FoH Wor1n. 
GARZA, Jv4n D., P. 0. 80> 1S2, Phd11, 
GATES, Elwell W., 750:. ~Im )•., Housron. 
HALL, Royce H., P. CJ. 1101 201, Nc .. ion, 
HAKMES, Lee 0., 3>02 Soutttmore 8 vo., tiou1ton. 
HA!>UNbS, Wi• o.m K •• Ill t•tone S1 , tiausto~ 
HATCHER, Jann W., !>406 1t1:lged•lc, 1>01 a • 
HELGE, Swen E., 530b Owvo ) ., AwSton, 
HOOKS, tcle C., ~- F. O. 4, I~ 7"" Su p ur 

!>prings. 
JOhNSON, Bofobby, ~217 Oh" o>rdcn ~Olll, I •I 

Worth. 
JORDAN Gcorqe W., !. 'U lu 1 Av11., Hou11 h, 

KING, E12;c C., Jr , '401 Ce :ro> A•c, "c r t-u•t 
"-Vorih. 

KING, Em,., II R., <!07 Cen.!rol Ave. 'vlHI l'orl 
Wonh. 

LOWE Tcm mie S., R. f, D. I, Polc1ti•~. 
McCALE8, Shelton H., P. 0. Bo• lh, Poleitine 
MULHERN, Ed J., 1502 Burnett St., Son Ar1anlo. 
O'COf.!, Edward E .. 202 King Willioml St., Son An 

ton10, 
OLIVARES, Juvenlino R., Sil Monr~11 St. Browns 

ville, 
PARKER, Fronk E., Jr., 1015 An1;1lin Norlh, Cleb11rM. 
PONDER, Wllli .. m W., 106 Pollmton St., Sweet 

'l'Oter. 
POPE, Chester C., P. 0, Bo• 7>1, Monoro, 
REA'1S. Jokn Edgor IOOS Tonllo SI., Wo•I, N~i11 

view. 
REED, Charlec E., 147 Port•r Courh Oronqo•, 
RIVER~. \lulentinc, Jr,, 2203 Dolqodo SI,. Sdn An· 

tonio. 

J6tl 

SHADY Will;am C.. Jr., bOl Morris St. No ·~ 
G:J~ne,s>i,lle. 

SPRADLl"'IS. Ray A .. 231 Ai'or S~n ... nlonio. 
TAYLOP. George 0. R. F. D. 3 Ce.rar. 
TUl\K. ·Villia,,.. A.. Jr.. ~01 E"q '• St., Wes• Dtl 

a;o. 
WAL&(Eit, Pesry P_ ~· Fifi, S!. N. W .. Po•1. 
'.'IELCH, Clare~ce E., '!. F. D. 2, Soc 136 Gr •:.d 

?r4;re. 
WHATlEY Ed•p• T. Da a>. 
WHITLEY. Jc ;,s W. Teag.e. 

UTAH 
3EACrll:OR J•mes 371 F;tt~ Well, North Salt uh 

c;t\. 
BP.OWN Cl•ua.- 1115q Wed f;fln St., Sa 1 U.r• 

Cr,. 
HAWS. D.>r•,. I R', R. F. D. 2. Bo• •65, Or~m. 
JARV;S, Wi -_,.., E., ~5 E.>S1 Secor.d , So"th 5,,. 

is!'t Fo~•. 
McLELLAND James S. 2117 E19,i, So••h Eu• S•l 

La<e Ci1r. 
McVEY, Lawrence ? •• SO Second Easl, No.-f>, P•1ce. 
OLOROYD, Edgel M .. 276 Third South Eo1• P•ovo 

VERMONT 
AUSTIN, l!avmond F .. Wesooo. 
DUBUQUE, Everett W., 507 Shelburne Rood, Burlin~ 

Ion. 
VIRGINIA 

BARCO, Bail1!Y B. , 1208 lllino;s SI., Notlh, Arllnq 
Ion. 

BOWMAN, James R., Hillsville. 
DETAMORE, Woyne 110 Hayes Ave., Stounlon. 
FARMER, Cecil H .. 1522 Floyd Ave., Richmond. 
HALL, Luther R.. 3818 Siir!eenth St., South Arlinq 

Ion. 
HARWELL, Edward E .. Oronge. 
KERN. Shelah C .. Verde. 
MARflN

1 
Morvir. M .. 5100 Edqemare l.»ne, Green 

wooc. 
McDON,..LO, Leo C. 1815 Pcwers Road, Roo•o••. 
'-'URPl-IY, Robe-r L, t2~ Fredo".s Ave., Lynchburq 
PARRISH, w,,,.,e" E. 835 Elm Ave,, S, E, RN· 

"ace. 
RUBLE, U.rt W., 8o.c !!h Fa,..,,• lie. 

WASHINGTON 
AUBE<>T, Uc.o V •. P. 0. 6c>• 254, C!:t*•lah. 
3ER~Y, Thomas '/.'. 9a'l5 lr'•o~ Or;..., Seilfllc. 
tilEtil., Ar••ur 0. J". S•or ~o•'e I, Sbe rJn. 
EMMONS, Irv:" E. 'I. F. D. 1. Co.iche. 
HEWITI, Leroy G.. ''. 0. Bo< 455, Ever.it. 
ENGEBRE!SON, a;-ora E. 1432 56'h St., We!.1 

Seort e. 
FLETCHER. W•lter T .. Twiil. 
JAYNE, Bee;amin R .. Doveoport. 
l.AMOURcUX, Wilfred J., 919 So"ln Pi•o St, Po" 

Angeles. 
REMLEY, Milton W. Dryden. 
WATSON, Freaeric< W., 80~4 Sur~e Av•., SeJlllo 
WILTGEN. Fred J., R. F-. D., l, Box 5760, Ro.ron. 
,11:1-HT James R., If 154 Kir~ Court, Kirkland, 

WEST VIRGINIA 
BORRELLI, Augustine E., 1318 St. Moty'1 Av•., Porl 

crsDurg. 
CHRISTOPHER, Loyd E., 306 Oakland Si., Morqon 

rown. 
CRAWFORO, Clarence E., Jr., 33H St. Hollida11 

Cove West, 
DANFORD, Cnarley A .. 2130 Chopline St., Whttlin9. 
GARRETT, Okey J. Jr., 2002 Wosninqton St., W. 

Chorl<!'lon. 
GORDON, JamM W. Go•..,ania. 
HANE"f, ftoberr f. ill Orr St., Hollidan C..>o. 
HAWKINS, Eme F. 1014 Fourth SI., fortmoni. 
IAQUINTA, 1..4wrence G., P. 0. Bo1 213, Anmocrc. 
JOHNSTON Georg~ T. Jr., R. f.. D. I, So• IS7A ... 

Bfi.1~i;1?la. 
MUNDY. All>:n A., 6ZB f,.eo· e•~ S~. H••' "<it'O• 
P.OLLIN5, Willi>m l<., :iOJI Ke '•C.•J S•., S. I 

So,•h c~arlcr.c• -
THOllN, Jann S., j.u M•PI~ A•e... t.'orqu·~·• 
W'"IGHT, D•"-'· P.~ R. F 0 Bo• 112 Pho 'pp.. 

WISCONSIN 
FALTERSACK. L-;o•ord J M ~ '"'t4. 
HEMP, tceorne-, \'/., 2t24 7 1t S· •• Nont Wo.atol.I 
KANT£~. R~m:ll J., 1126 New Yo!< A~ .. Mooitc•OC 
KELLER, Clarence "· lM "'"""d St., 8erl;n, 
KIRSCH, 01i.cr l., 3118 arow• St., Wu! , lo.'1 •h 

he. 
LANDRY, Thomes W .. 7t3 Oou; os SI., Sou1h, ... pe>fe 

'""· MARINE, Jod D. 225 Stout St .. Mcromonio. 
NELSON, Viggo J., 2000 Chothorn SI., Ror.on~. 
SCHUETZ, Goorge A., 6520 Ninctoonth Av•. Ke1t11 

she. 
WRIGHT, Harley 0., 137 Reservoir Avo,, W• 1 

Milwou~oe. 
WYOMING 

ASICli Johnl 142 Park Sr., North C•spcr. 
llC.1LMAN, 8 on C., Jr, CoJy, 

CANADA 
DOUGLAS. Edmurd C., 68 McDonJld Avr. Tore • 

Onrar10. 
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