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To Vice Admiral Ben Moreell,
Chief of the Bureau of Yards and

Docks and Founder of the 'Seabees,
this Book is dedicated.



FORTY FOURTH u S N AVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

The SEABEES

Prior to December 7th,1941|,naval construction and maintenance
was carried on by private contractors under the jurisdiction of the
Bureau of Yards and Docks. After Pearl Harbor, however, America was
confronted with the problem of building and defending Naval Advance
Bases in every far—flung corner of the globe. Out of this grim necessity
came the U.S. Naval Construction Battalions, nicknamed the "Seabees’ from
the phonetic pronunciation of the inifials.

The first "Seabees” were trained in January,|942 ,and saw action
loter in that same month. The enlisted personnel was recruited from every
walk of the «civilian construction trade. From every branch came skilled
artisans, masters in their own particular line of work- carpenters, electricians,
plumbers , welders, blacksmiths, masons, riggers, painters ,and operators of all
types of earth—moving equipment. These men answered the call of their
country to serve where they were most sorely needed,and to do the job
for which they were best fitted.
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The ages of the "Seabees” range from |7 to 50 years, with the majority
of the enlistees in the upper half of this bracket. Men too old for reqular military
duty, many of whom had seen service in the first World War, were given their chance
to get in the scrap.The authorized complement of the Construction Battalions
has grown from an original 6000 to 262,000.

A battalion consists of a battalion staff, one Headquarters Company
and four Construction Companies. The Headquarters Company comprises |77 men,
for the most part draftsmen, surveyers, cooks, bakers,yeomen and storekeepers,
The Construction Companies have 226 men,of various trades,so placed that each
is a well-rounded construction unit.

Since the majority of the men already have an abundance of skill in
their own trades, emphasis, during the training period, is placed on the military rather
than the construction angle. The"boot',after a very brief orientation process,is plunged
infto a maze of military drill, commando training, lectures and demonstrations of
various phases and methods of warfare. All this,in addition to his fechnical training, fills
the stateside days of the "Seabee"from dawn until dusk.

The Construction Battalions have reason enough to be proud of their
achievements,ond each day they are adding new pages to the history and exploits of
one of the Navy's newest and ablest branches.North,South,East and West, wherever
the ships of the Navy go,there also go the Construction Battalions.They were in North
Africa;they have taken over the public works of Navy Bases in the United Kingdom,

they are in the North Atlantic, the Caribbean,Newfoundland,the Pacific, and Alaska
Their work at Guadalcanal,Salerno,and Tarawa will long be remembered.

"Construimus Batuimus'the motto of the Construction Battalions, very
nicely sums up their acims—yes,the very history of the battalions up to the pre-

sent time — "We build; we fight."
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THE 44TH SEABEES

November, 1942 , witnessed the first signs of life of the
Forty- fourth U.S. Naval GConstruction Battalion. It was then that
construction men from all sections of the country put aside the
tools of their trades and traveled to Camp Bradford, Virginia, to
undergo "boot" training in preparation for overseas duty with
the SEABEES. For most of the men the real sufferings of
war were experienced in the ensuing month. Such small things
as sea voyages and bombings were "breathers' compared to "“boot"

On December 2,1942 ,the Battalion was commissioned
and placed inthe capable hands of Lt.Comdr.Dole F. Thomson in
an impressive ceremony at Camp Bradford,Virginia. The next
three months saw the Battalion in training at Camp Peary,
Williamsburg, Virginia, Camp Holliday, Gulfport, Mississippi and
Camp Rousseau, Port Hueneme, California. With each move a
smpother functioning outfit moved closer to its ultimate des-
tination, Island"X in the Southwest Pacific.

Early in February 1943 the first of the three ships which
were to carry the equipment and personnel of the 44th Battalion,
left Port Hueneme. February 27 was the sailing date of the
S.S."MORMACHAWK" carrying the main body of troops and the
remainder of the equipment. The"Hawk"pointed her bow southwest
and we took that last, long look at "home" until.

The equator was crossed on March 7 with appropriate
Neptune ceremonies,ond on March |14 we lost that day we all
looked forward to recovering....
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COMMISSIONING AND  REVIEW

CAMP BRADFORD, NORFOLK V.
2 DECEMBER,1942

Mrs D.F. Thomson presenting the
Colors to Lt.Comdr. D.F. Thomson.

44™US NAVAL
CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

Miss Marguerite Bennett present-
ing the Battalion Standard to Lt.
R.E.Bennett.
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COMMISSIONING AND REVIEW

- - -

Lt Comdr. Dole F Thomson and Lt R.E. Benneltl presenting the Colors and the
Battalion Standard to the Battalion Color Guard.

Company C passing in review.

Company D passing in review.
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THE BATTALION OFFICERS
GULFPORT M1SSISSIPPI
JANUARY 1943
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Lieut WW.Cummer, Lieut W.G. Messimer, Lieut M.Lamb, Lt (jg) L.G. Phillips.
Lt Comdr. D.F Thomson, Lieut R.E. Bennett, Lieut R.E. Turrentine Jr, Lieut R.B.Durant,
Lieut R.M. Peacock

Ens R.N.Doolittle, Lt(jg) PG.DeFazio, Ens R.B. Davis, Ens H.W. Piper, Ens EW. Cox,
Lt(jg) R.J.lvy, Lt(jg) S.|. Schechter, Carp. T.J. Cain, Carp. G. Low.

Ens M.N. Palmer, Ens RC. Dunlop, Carp G.R.Thueneman, Carp D.AWigle, Lt(jg) R.A.Milner,
Lt(jg) JH. Keil Jr, Ens W.Watson, Carp R.Miller.

Lt (jg) R.H. White (not shown) reported aboard at Port Hueneme Calif.
Ranks indicated at time of photograph.
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BATTALION REVIEW

PORT HUENEME , CALIF. FEB. 1943

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY GOMPANY BATTALION COMPANY COMPANY
COMPANY A B STAFF C D
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BATTALION REVIEW

PORT HUENEME CALIF. FEB. 1943

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY COMPANY A

COMPANY C COMPANY D
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PRE - EMBARKATION

PORT HUENEME CALIF. FEB. 1943
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HEADQUARTERS COMPANY COMPANY A

COMPANY" B

COMPANY C COMPANY D




CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

"THE 44TH SEABEES

; =
W N |1 wos March 18,1943 when the "Hawk" arrived at Espiritu Santo,
s Hebrides, giving us our first glimpse of our new home.
7 The next thirty days were a nightmare of organized confusion
-rain,mud, begging and "borrowing," but all the time building, and when the sun
7 did break through it shone on the best damned camp on Santo, the 44th
Construction Battalion's.
At this base we were attached to the 5th USN Construction
Regiment comprised of the 7th,15th,35th,36th,40th,44th, and 57th Construction

The job of building a powerful Naval Advance Base, complete with
strip, adequate docking facilities, repair and

%{‘ Battalions.
f‘ three bomber strips, one fighter
é:. maintenance shops, extensive hospital facilities, and quarters for personnel, had
é‘g_: been started in October, 1I942,when victory or defeat in the Pacific hung
8 in balance as the fleet engaged the Japs in the battle of Santa Cruz
§2 When we arrived, three strips had been completed and the fourth was in
S the early stages of construction.
f.% The immediate jobs assigned us were the building of a camp
§ for N A B personnel, construction of @ 1500 bed hospital, and the
g construction of roads vital to the flow of supplies. Other important
g projects were assigned and with each new and varied type of work
% confronting us the men rose to the occésion and took 1t in stride
3 "Can Do" became far more than a catchy slogan— it was the simple
:§ straightforward answer of skilled men to whom no job was too tough.
=3 The following pages record far better than words the
5% accomplishments of the 44th Battalion on Espiritu Santo. The humor,
E pathos, thrills and drudgery can best be related by you men, in your
59 family circles, where the strength of enemy raids can be colored to taste
By newspaper standards we probably didnt have a hero in the outfit, but
we did have an unbeatable combination that did every job better and

1']1'""7‘
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faster than any competition encountered.
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ESPIRITU SANTO, NEW HEBRIDES

In the year 1606,the Spanish explorer, Pedro Fernandez de Quiros, discovered
what he thought to be the great southern continent and named the whole Terra Austiralis
del Espiritu Santo, or "The Farthest Land of the Holy Spirit" However, it was not until the
middle nineteenth century that the islands were opened for development by France and
Great Britain, and in I906 the present condominium was established by those nations for
the joint control of the islands.

Espiritu Santo ,with an area of some 1500 square miles, is the largest island of
the New Hebrides group which consists of nearly one hundred islands. For the most part
it is covered with a dense jungle where are found numerous varieties of valuable hardwoods.
A mountain range extends along the western length of the island; there are many streams,
some of them navigable. On the southeastern coast,separating Espiritu Santo from the
small island of Aore,is Segond Channel,about a mile wide and affording an excellent harbor.

The tropical climate, fertile soil and abundant rainfall give this island a luxu-
riant flora. British and French planters maintain large plantations where coconuts, cocaa,
coffee , cotton, bananas,vanilla, pineapples, papayas ,and other tropical products are grown.

Santo as seen from Mafia Island

12
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ESPIRITU SANTO

13
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The BATTALION
OFFICER-IN-CHARGE

DOLE F. THOMSON
COMMANDER CEC V(S)USNR

14
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The BATTALION
EXECUTIVE OFFIGER

ROBERT E. TURRENTINE JR.
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER CEC V(S)USNR

15
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THE BATTALION OFFICERS

ROY M. PEACOCK RAYMOND B. DURANT
LIEUT. MC V(S) USNR LIEUT. CEC V(S) USNR

;- ——— L o o -~

MARION LAMB WELLINGTON W. CUMMER
LIEUT, CEC V(S) USNR LIEUT. CEC V(S) USNR
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THE BATTALION OFFIGERS

SIMPSON |. SCHECHTER ROWLAND H. WHITE
LIEUT. DC V(G) USNR LIEUT. CHC V(S) USNR

JOHN H. KEIL, JR. LEWIS G.PHILLIPS
LIEUT. MC V(G) USNR ~ LIEUT. CEC V(S) USNR
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THE BATTALION OFFIGERS

RAYMOND J. IVY RANALD A. MILNER
LIEUT. CEC V(S) USNR LIEUT. CEC V(S) USNR

PETER G. DE FAZIO EDLEY W. COX

LIEUT. CEC V(S) USNR LT (JG) SC V(G) - USNR
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THE BATTALION OFFIGERS

RICHARD B. DAVIS JULIUS R. EVANS
LT(JG) SC V(G) USNR LT(JG) CEC V(S) USNR

FRANK B. HOEHL CARL L. HOFER
LT(JG) CEC V(S)USNR LT(JG) SC V(S) USNR
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THE BATTALION OFFIGERS

DOUGLAS A. WIGLE GEORGE LOW
LT(JG) CEC V(S) USNR LT(JG) CEC V(S) USNR

‘i\ s | \\‘V

RICHARD N. DOOLITTLE WILLIAM WATSON
LT (JG) CEC V(S) USNR LT (JG) CEC V(S) USNR
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THE BATTALION OFFICERS

HARRY W. PIPER RALPH C. DUNLOP
LT(JG) CEC V(S) USNR LT (G) CEC V(S) USNR

MORRIS N. PALMER JAMES H ALEXANDRE, II
LT (UG) CEC V(S) USNR ENS. SC V(G) USNR
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THE BATTALION OFFICERS
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VICTOR P BONUCCHI BLAIR E HUNTER
ENS. CEC V(S) USNR ENS. CEC V(S) USNR

/

’
.

“
. STANTON B. BIGGS CLARENCE G KJELLBERG
ENS. CEC V(S) USNR ENS CEC WV(S) USNR
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THE BATTALION OFFIGERS

FREDERICK D. CRIVELLO OLIVER R. STALTER
ENS. CEC V(S) USNR ENS. SC V(G) USNR

L\

RICHARD MILLER THOMAS J. CGAIN
CARR CEC V(S) USNR CARP. CEC V(S) USNR

=i
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THE BATTALION OFFIGERS

GEORGE R.THUENEMAN JACK W. COURTNEY
CARP. CEC V(S) USNR CARP. CEC V (S) USNR

-l

JOSEPH F. HAYDEN WARREN F. MUNCIE
CARP. CEC V(S) USNR CARP.CEC V(S) USNR

24
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THE BATTALION OFFIGERS

WILLIAM DONNELLY GEORGE T KELLY
CARP.CEC V(S) USNR CARP.GEC V(S) USNR

PERRY S. McCALLUM LAWRENCE E. FRANK
CARP. CEC V(S) USNR CARP. CEC V(S) USNR
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THE BATTALION OFFICERS

JEROME B SPENCER ROLAND A BLOCK
CARP. CEC W(S) USNR LIEUT. GEC V) USNR

26
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HE ADQUARTERS COMPANY

HEADQUARTERS AND INTELLIGENCE SECTIONS
Chief Newton , Chief Johnson, Garp. Thueneman , Chief Annis, Chief Coyle
Cramer,Ward , Pregnall,Harms ,Stiff, Link
Blumer, Kahne , Schaaf,Seashore ,Turner
Fitzpatrick, Powers, Boroughs, Mc Donald , Thacker
Byer, Baker

e &

\ = e
-4 |.,,‘? s ey e
i N - i i =

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

Harris , Carp. Courtney, Benson

Herrera, Knipe, Ward, Rutledge
Cornell-
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HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

!

WEAPONS PLATOON |

Benson,Chief Lowther, Chief Costello,Chief Schroeder,Fuchs
Chapman,Beard, Neuman, Macklin,Hancock,Brown
Johnson, Wiltsey, Bigger, Jackson, Johnston, Hornseth
Ohler,Cady,0'Connell, Hart, Olson,Owen
Harris,Miller, Tittsworth, Sandey,Hardman,Klein
Hansen,Nelson,Hauer

WEAPONS PLATOON 2

Barnes,Chief Waterfield, Chief Stipek,Norman
Norman,Campbell, Lewis,Colbert,Olson,Kowal
Black ,Camagay, Salamon,Lang, Albert,Absher
Pinkham,Leonard, Rammel, Ballard,Garrigan, Burley

Jones,Wogan, Landers,Dallas
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HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

SUPPLY SEGTION PLATOON |

Marshall, Chief Schiffinger, Chief Simms, Pharr
Miller, Stagno, Davis, Francisco, Brindley, Hart
Griffin, Thomas, Schublin, Davidson, Tremain
Fox,Moore ,Best

SUPPLY SECTION PLATOON 2

Williams, Chief Nettekoven,Lt (jg) Davis, Chief English,Clark
Hansen, Ford, Brunotte, Thomas, Briggs, Jones
Jantho,Leach, Shuman, Symmonds, McNeal, Prescott
Gordhamer, Felty, Kussatz,Erbach, Sharkey,Blair
Bonner,Greene, Daugherty, Kiwus, Henderson,Schreck, Gillespie
Dux,Skelton,haker,Hogun, Garske
Mautner, Robertson,Borree

29
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HEADQUARTERS COMPANY
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MEDICAL SEGTION

Rogness, Chief Scott, Fuller
Gasca, Sundeen (Co.D) Reed,émith.Reuves,Olson

Lieut. Schechter, Lieut. Peacock, Lieut. Keil

Robinson, Shaw,Wicker , Jones ,Smith
Scott,Tukes, Smith
Spencer,Tolliver, Stinger, Ward
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COMPANY A

HEADQUARTERS SECTION
Lieut.DeFazio,Lt(jg) Watson,Carp Cain
Sargent, Chief Van Harfesuld‘l,bnf , Mills
Aurand, Hall,lverson, Harris
Albritton, Bombich

PLATOON |

Frederick, Lt(jg) Watson, Chief Nelson,Brown
Circle,Allendorf,Bode,Fuller, Anderson, Adams
Simpson,Wurner,Drngo,Hurre‘l,Bluck,Piesczoiu
Irgang,Boizot,Williams,Johnson, Sweeney, Bennett

Anderson,Baker,Anderson,Corbett, Ross

Evenson, Allen, Alton, Burgin,Walls,Walker
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GCOMPANY A

PLATOON 2

Hickman,Chief Wing,Chief Taylor, Burns
Ames,Brown, Adams ,Wyman, Butterfied,Avila
Martinson,McLaughlin,Collin,Bir, Woods, Bakke, Key
Hanrahan,Lester, Baker, Barent, Benard,Alber t
Kuusisto, Willing, Allen, Johnson, Joyce,Kinsella

Record, Jett,Wickersham

PLATOON 3

Palmer,Chief Lefler, Chief Deuermeyer, Wolfe
Sheets,Cox,Kucharski, Kitzmiller, Larivee, Gedeon
Gregorich,Gehrke, Lloyd, Beauregard,Bogard,Bell
LaBonte, LaNier, Gunderson, New, March, Mathis
Dalon,Dement, Beckman,Braun,Dvorak,Anderson
Chief Pewterbaugh,Baran
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COMPANY A

PLATOON 4

Levy,Firey,Chief Jelinek, L oomis
Snoeck, Fisher,McKinley, Catalono, Price,McDonald
Blann;McCarthy, Monroe, Moser,Kuhr, Haggerty
Hallstrom,Stark, Coleman, Dempsey,Donley, O Niel
Mc Donald,Mulcahy ,McKee ,Brown,Shelton,Haseley
Jeffries, Jones, Olson

PLATOON 5

Larsen,Chief Crowley,Chief Winters,Killian
Sharkey,Zauf, Liotta,Jozwick,Olson, Eckart
Soderman, Golladay,Seyfors,Rhodes,Rhodes,Veal

L oomis, Scott ,Mahowald, Mc Kinney, Van Scoy,Zuwallock
Stewart, Reichert,Volanis,Herand ,Prasse, Fuller

Loebach,Hayes,Loy,Champion,Taylor,Grzyb, Patterson

33
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N AVAL

COMPANY A

FORTY FOURTH u S

WEAPONS PLATOON
Carp. Cain, Chief Smith, Chief Chenoweth ,Chief Sullivan
Barringer, Shoblom , Gorrett, Lawson, Marsh ,Bolyard
Molt ,Franklin,Kassa, Mersek ,0'Byrne ,Blevins
Atkirrs, Wilkerson, Behiman,Kubilius, Simons ,Buerger
Kokai, KnillgOlson,Soucie

GUNNER'S MATE
SECOND CLASS

CHIEF BOATSWAIN'S MATE

QUARTERMASTER
THIRD CLASS
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COMPANY B

HEADQUARTERS SECTION

Golden,Kamphousg Lieut. Cummer, Chief Olsen Edwards,Spayd
Jayne Speir, Mc M anus ,Bailey,Miller, Bowman

PLATOON I

Chief Barger Halas, Chief Lothrop,Brown, Chief Ogden
Honerkamp, Doherty, Hoffman,Picciocca,Walraven, Marcum
Daniel,Carroll,Kuruc,McClave, Briggs, Fairbanks, Oliver
Billington, Meredith, Hartig, Mercer, Turner,Nevois,Michel
Layman,Norton,Schweiger,Perovich, McGrayel, Alter,Olsen
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GCOMPANY B

PLATOON 2

Mitchell, Chief Ray, Chief Leopold,Bornecque, Bourke
Bosshardt,Gibson,Sutton,Eppler,Swanholm,Moore
Bierman,Caswell, Anderson, Tammeling, Swiderski, Thompson
Chief Norrell, Kerber ,Kutta, Shirley, Edwards , Moutier
Meltzer ,Woolard, Harding , Stralow ,Nielson, Ormsbee
Pritchett ,Holt, Johnson , Samuelson, Jamison ,Kinney

PLATOON 3

Beers,Irvine,Chief O'Connor,Dwyer, Ashaobranner
Woods, Bullard , McWilliams , Gray , Geimer , Briel
Babbit, Payne ,Nelder, Boom ,Heyen, Clark

McAllister , Maki,Rimstad, Goboury,Boker, Akins
DeWeese, Arne , Hall , Patchett, Olson, Nolan

36
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COMPANY B

L
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PLATOON

Burke , Mundorff, Chief Yule Mills,Ponce
Knowles Kyllo Jackson ,Stangel, Holtun Andrews
Purlee , Cussarly Mueller Brandt, Helkkmln Huber
&ngter Bishop, Bazzurom ng,Cuwn Lmduhl
Reaves, Kennedy Spayd Irish, Blum Glllespls Bidou
Slrnrner Brenamqn i:‘.berhardt Krumpa Blue

PLATOON 5

Roder, Shuler, Chief Daacon, Miller, Bauer

Wynne Pahako'm Woosley Barlow, Goodpusture Johnson
Pickett, Aeshllmun Chluppeha Gough McWhirt, Mullane)’
Erncksan Clarke, Gobbert Buell,Fogelstrom , Knupp

Forbes Golemun Fairbalrn Tnkuvec.Mudson Kupp
Shumuker LaDoucre ,Klingman,Clifford Dennlnq

7
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COMPANY B

&~

WEAPONS PLATOON

Tremain, Shane, Kelton, Chief Chambers
Klopner, Crider, Latvala, Bills, Weeks, Colvin
Graybill, Nichols, Onyskow, Maxon, Smith
Houpt, Perdue ,Neutzling, Hirt, Lillienkamp.

ELECTRIGIAN'S MATE
CHIEF CARPENTER'S MATE SECOND CLASS

X P

SHIPFITTER
THIRD CLASS MAGHINIST'S MATE

FIRST GLASS
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COMPANY G

HEADQUARTERS SECTION

Lt(jg) Doolittle ,Lisut.Milner, EnsCrivello, Chief Pate
Lesha, Stubsten, Jeschke, Torgerson,Oliman
Puetz, Grewe ,Jockson, Hardwick

PLATOON I
Nelson,Chief McDonald,Chief Schneider Van Allen
Stubsten, Albright,Cox,Lilla,Lyles
Houston,Sprinkle,Loveles,LeBlanc,Hansel,Low
Minick,Murphy,Crowiey,Cln:ion,G ray, Firebaugh
Johnson, Colley,Jackson Woodham,Davis, Dahl
Galayda, Gerken,Eikenb ary, Hornsby, Witteveen
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COMPANY G

PLATOON 2

Chief Parsons, Meier, Evans, Hazewinkel, Chief Pate
Rickard, Fuhrman, Ready, McDaniel, Thompson
Turcott,Ryan,Larson,Jitbert, Bliss, Potter

Winter, Grewe, Swanson,Thorell, Johnson, Tierce

True,Tromsness,Vainer, Tyback,Robinson, Morris
Pollack,Walstrom,Rowen,Pawlak,Oliman,Parrett
Kopitke, Swaney, Rinker

PLATOON 3

Rainsberger, Quinn,Chief Schnabel, Jeschke ,Weeast
Halloran,Colbert, Carlson,Daugherty,Hamilton,Moore
Roberts,Theriac,Haessig,Sandquist, Dembicer, Shepherd
Vogel,Hebbe, Gilbert,Freeze,Freeze,Fletre
Gunnett,Grotpeter,Roch,Jackson,Glassmeyer,Rhudy
McKelvy,Percival,Urban, Deshler
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GOMPANY G

PLATOON 4

Lesha, Ward,Chief Floyd,Lang
Nappen, MI!!s,Ho?fmun, Bullock ,Duchow,Coker
Fraley ,McCumber, Bishop,Rosenkrantz ,Richards,Livin
Brokus, Hardwick,Martenson, Lauricella, kelsey, Manson
Whitman, Lenzen,Leeper,Lane,Lane,Gillespie
Myers, Schmitt, Torgerson

PLATOON 5

Chief Fay ,Chief Daniel,Chief Hawkins, Manson
Parker,Puetz ,Rock, Cowne, Wonderling , Broomfield
Austin,Salzarulo,Utter, Hanson,Chadwick ,Niswander,Holcomb
Webb, Pawlowski,Mock,Newman,Merwin,Wiley
Hudson, Wallin ,Hodges ,Foutes, Parr,Lash
Melsom,Nyberg ,Perryman, Crichton, Kirkendall

4]



FORTY

FOURTH

u S NAVAL

CONSTRUGTION

COMPANY G

BATTALION

Lo’ g

WEAPONS PLATOON

Beal,Béckstead,Chief Ross,Davis, Davis

Jackson,Domagalla, Claxton, Hall,McKay,Mrkobrada
Dullack, Leyden,Pearson, Ryan, Padgett, Spink

PHOTOGRAPHER'S MATE
FIRST CLASS

74
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STOREKEEPER
SECOND CLASS

Schielke,Ogle, Sprinkle, Waibel, Zahn, Voege

PHARMAGIST'S MATE
THIRD CLASS

42
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FORTY FOURTH U S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

COMPANY D

HEADQUARTERS SECTION

Carp. Miller , Lt(jg) Dunlop,Lieut.Durant, Lieut.lvy , Chief Argubright
Williams, Tolliver, Flarlders Johnson
Thompson,Barfield, Dombey
Stogsdill, Birch

PLATOON 1

Chief Hoevelkamp, Chief Murray
Clifton, Beynon ,Cox,Ahearn,Carlson Walls
Barbagelata, Hammons,Hans,Holt,DeVries,Williams
LaFitte,Hartley,Piatek ,Dobbs,Ilverson,Hess
Currun,'Faymovifla,Lenninq,ElqarT,Parry,Holm
Foerster,Mendenhall,Erickson,Haiskenen, Torneten, Dooley
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FORTY FOURTH U S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

COMPANY D

PLATOON 2

Wicklander, Chief Hensel, Chief Adams, Todd
Fountain,Davis, Thomas, Thomas, Stutzman, Colburn
Wilson,Barrow, Weller, Stahr,Seese
Matson, Plagens, Chief Jerdon,Sanders, Wolkerstorfer, Peterson
Rodahl, Sommer,Marshall, Zabolotny, Johnson, Willey
Wilkerson, Smith,Plevak, Zépnick, Snyder
Senné , Taylor,Sikking, Johnson, Scheurer

PLATOON 3

Whitesides, Simon,Chief Miller,Denniston, Ingle
Trees, Oetenburg, Johnson, Cunningham, Frericks,Fletcher
Enyeart,Overstreet, Carr,Dollar, Sincock,Miceli
Johnson,Roth,Hassell, Thomas,Klein, Routson
LeVert,Kennard, Kugel,Heagney,Swanborg
Pillatzke ,Heimel,Nickle ,Kaser, Ford
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FORTY FOURTH u S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

GOMPANY D

PLATOON 4

Hayden,Chief Hudson, Chief Povroznik, Stevens
Martin, Musser, Stone ,McCraw ,Leslie,DeLoach
Richert, Abler, Albert, Hudson, Watkins
Robison,Shepherd,Ward, Cox, Rainey,Minnick
Elliot,Moore,McLeod, Higby, Marsh
Lucas,Gardner, Johnson

PLATOON 5

Moore, Chief Ruby,Moody,Chief Shacklett, Polich
Wideman,Robben, Mansk, Radford,Lossman ,Saenger
Schulte,Condit,Davis,Lorimor, Price
Wells, Schwartz, Pierce, Roath, Snow
Jankowich,Kinsella, Fross, Wrightson, Theis,Rutan
Tyler,Kimnitz,Sversvold
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FORTY FOURTH u S NAVAL CONSTRUCGCTION BATTALION

COMPANY D

WEAPONS PLATOON

Chief Moens,Chief Owen, Carp. Miller, Chief Saunders
Pajula,Rost,Yates, Svoboda, Truszkowski, Sanders
Whitesides,Corriveau,Gregg,Sulak,Strode
Withers,Roberts, Wyrich, Kossman
Hull, Vincent

CHIEF COMMISSARY STEWARD

SHIF'S COOK
FIRST CLASS @

==
—
==

- STEWARD
FIRST CLASS
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ADMINISTRATION

THE BATTALION HEADQUARTERS

47
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ADMINISTRATION

PAY DAY |

POST OFFICE
44 BATTLN

“There it goes"
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FORTY FOURTH u S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

ADMINISTRATION

Portion of Administration Area.

"Stop me if youve
heard this one."

The Deacon of Delaware Water Gap
(standing)




EORTY  EOURTH URRRS NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

ADMINISTRATION

Anticipation
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FORTY FOURTH u

S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

ADMINISTRATION

The MAA Staff

THES BRIG

- BRI 8=

SR EREEE =Ly |

/Inside, looking out /
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ADMINISTRATION

Engineering Office
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Battalion Switchboard Malaria Cheaters
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DIVINE SERVIGES

Battalion Choir
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FORTY FOURTH u s NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

MEDIGCAL FAGILITIES

Sick Bay

Casualty

Interior of Sick Bay (staff and
Patients)
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FORTY FOURTH U S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

MEDICAL FACILITIES

Bed Pan Alley !

Dental Office
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MESS HALL

- BATTA/
] "l?u g
7o via Mads HALL TO
El' CIAL l"'.EN'I'\! o
Ty - ; e
B .A

Bulletin Board

One line we never miss. Rear
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MESS HALL

CP0O Mess Men at Work

g7



FORTY FOURTH LIS NA VAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

OF FICERS MESS

The Club.

The Lounge
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FORTY FOURTH U S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

OFFICERS’' COUNTRY

General View

Officers Head Stewards Mates
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FORTY FOURTH U S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BAT TALION

ENLISTED MENS QUARTERS

Typical Interior Black and Tan
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FORTY FOURTH u S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

SHIPS SERVIGE

Main Streel. Three chairs-No wailing .

Cobbler in Action . Tailor Shop .
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FORTY FOURTH U S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

SHIP'S SERVICE
L AUNDRY

No tickee - No washee Cramers Crew.

Mechanical Dryer. Drying Yard . ( Sunny Days Only )
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SHIPS STORE & RECREATION

Saturday Night Monday Morning
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BATTALION

CONSTRUCTION

N AVAL
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U

FOURTH

FORTY

REGREATION
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FORTY FOURTH U S N AVAL CONSTRUGTION BATTALION

ENTERTAINMENT

Female Impersonator ‘Gerty Latrine" Courtesy of 40th C B

B5



FORTY FOURTH U S NAVAL CONSTRUGTI ON BATTALION

MILITARY TRAINING
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FORTY FOURTH U S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

TRANSPORTATION

A Rare Scene (ldle Trucks) Your Coupons Please

Repair Shop Heavy Duty Hoist

R7



FORTY FOURTH U S NAVA L CONSTRUCGCTION BATTALION

Machine Shop

Carpenter Shop Portable Light Plant
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SHOP AREA

T A | TN W B0 L IGR Y wraiy . =
- 5H

Electric Shop

Plumbing Shop Going to Work
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CULVERT SHOP

Drum Culverts

Sections aboard "Semi”

Arch Culvert
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ROLLING GALLEY

Seabee Ingenuity

-
- Chow for Aessi Island
|
uiag e ";'!-

On the Job
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FORTY FOURTH u S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

NAB TELEPHONE SYSTEM

3
¥
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NAB WATER SYSTEM
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BASE HOSPITAL NUMBER SIX
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BATTALION

CONSTRUCTION

NAVAL
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FOURTH

FORTY

BASE ANNEX GALLEY

GSK

TORPEDO STORAGE MAGAZINES

SHIP REPAIR GENERATORS

77

SHIP REPAIR
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i 1 AT

SARAKATA
RIVER BRIDGE
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AUTOMOTIVE

REPAIR AREA
C B D 1007
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DRUM FILLING
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FORTY FOURTH u S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

DRUM FILLING
PLANT PIER

PEER S
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FORTY FOURTH U S NAVAL CONS TRUGTION BATTALION

SHIP REPAIR PIER

RIER'S

PERSONNEL PIER—PIER ONE
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BATTLESHIP
DRYDOCK CAMP

AESSI| ISLAND
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FORTY FOURTH u S NAVAL CONSTRUCGCTION BATTALION

BOAT POOL

PALLIKULO BAY PERSONNEL PIER

FIGHTER DIRECTOR CENTER HANGAR DOORS
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CULVERT INSTALLATIONS
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ROAD CONSTRUCTION
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FORTY FOURTH u S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

ROAD
CONSTRUGTION
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SPARE PARTS DEPOT
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EORTY " EOURTH U S NAVAL CONSTRUGCTION BATTALION

SPARE ‘PARTS: DERPOT
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MARINE AIR GROUP ELEVEN
WATER SYSTEM
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44TH BATTALION REPLAGEMENTS
ARRIVING AT ESPIRITU SANTO

9l



ADMIRALTY ISLANDS SECTION

COVERING ACTIVITIES FROM
17 APRIL 1944 TO 16 JANUARY 1945

THE 44TH ARRIVED IN SAN FRANCISCO 10 FEBRUARY 1945,
HAVING HAD ONLY FOUR DAYS TO LOAD OUT OF MANUS AND
(THEY SAID TWO HOURS) TO CHANGE SHIPS IN THE SOUTH
PACIFIC. COMMANDER THOMSON WAS DETAILED FOR OTHER
DUTY 23 DECEMBER 1944, AND THE BATTALION
FINISHED ITS TOUR OF DUTY WITH
LIEUTENANT R. B. DURANT IN CHARGE



FORTY FOURTH u S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

BATTALION STAFF

OFFICER IN CHARGE EXECUTIVE OFFICER

R.B,DURANT
Lieutenant, CEC

- =

\
i
i J o )
R.E.TURRENTINE, JR L.W . WHITLOW A.J.FLEISCHER R.C.,ABRAMS R.M.FPEACOCK
Lt.Comdr, CEC Lt, Comdr. MC Lt.Comdr., MC Lt.Comdr, MC Lieut, MC

1 .DREYER G, Ll IGI'I'".I'\ JHJ.ALEXANDRE 0,R.B.STALTER R.H.WHITE
Lieut, MC Lt.{Jg) sSC Lt{ig) SC Lt jg) sc Lieut. ChC
l c? ‘-.

b -1 — My,

Vs
W.T.DIERKS S.1.SCHECHTER H.J ,BUZENSKI W .1 . GERMAN
Lt(jr) ChC Lieut, DC Lieut, DC Lt.(jz) DC

H.T.YATES, Lleut. MC, Not shown
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FORTY FOURTH u S NAVA L CONSTRUGTION BATTALION

HEADQUARTERS CO.

W FICERS

y v & ,

H.W.PIPER 5.B,BIGGS H.STEIN 3 R.THUENEL LN J % CUIRTHEY
Lt.(jz),CEC Ens., CEC Ens., CEC Lr Carp., CEC Ch.Carp.,CEC

CHIEF PETTY QFFICERS
C\ﬂﬂ-ﬂaﬂ--"ﬁ‘*ﬁ

LnnmnnﬂMnn“

C.T.ANNIS H LATIR J .E.HENDERSON L.J D.H.JOENSON W.W.MARSHALL F.Vi .NETTEKOVEN
H.G.NEWTON SCHROEDER W.D.SCOTT W. « 5 IMME

HEADQU/—\R 'ERS SECTION
E *
) | 1 " i ’

hﬁa ﬂthﬁﬂﬁm
k- ) Epj _""‘; 44‘(‘\ f\ .
Mx

TOP - A H HAKER ALAJBOROUGHS G.C.BYER R.P.CRAMER R.,L.DOBBS \.A.ELGERT F.D.FITZPATRICK
H.H.HARRIS L.L.KAHNE W.F.KEMP H.E.KEYES,JR.

BOTTOM - J.F.KNIPFE R.L.KUSSATZ C.H.OSBORNE J.A.POWERS W.S.PREGNALL J.R.RAINEY H.N.RODAHL
T.G.RUTLEDGE D.W.SEASHORE C.A.SUMMERSILL F.P.THACKER
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FORTY FOURTH U S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

HEADQUARTERS CO.
WEAPONS SECTION

RS )

0P = H.C.ABBHER  R.F.ALBERT,JR. Gu.ABALLARD F.U.BARNES,IIT M.E.BEARD B.J.BENSON J.H.BIGGER
D.L.BLACK E.W.BROWN M. H,BURLEY  AJWBYCZYNSKI  W.0.CADY

SECOND - ALR.CAMAGAY R.M.DALLAS H.R.FUCHS C.L.GARRIGAN C.F.HANCOCK 0.C.HANSON  R.M.HARDMAN
#.L.HARRIS 5.HART T.J.HAUER O.A.HORNSETH J.R.JACKSON

THIRD - S.L.JOHNSTON E.C.JONES N.R.JONES A.KANTERKAN N.KAPUSTINSKY V.V.KASETA J.B.KERSHAW
M.T.KIMBER D.L.KLEIN S.W.KOWAL C.H.LANDERS H.C.LANG

FOURTH - J.W,LEONARD C.W.LEWIS C.M.MACKLIN E.W.NELSON A.NEUMAN E.E.NORMAN V.H.NORKAN
J.W,O'CONNELL  V.H.OHLER A.OLSON L.P.OLSON N.K.OWEN

BOTTOK - G.C.PINEHAN U.P.RALLEL I.D.SALANMON B.C.SANDEY I.F.TITTSWORTH J . B.WOGAN

MEDICAL SECTION

f 4y .
== ""h -, - - 4
AJELFULLER  R.F.GASCA  C.K.OIBEBS E.HERRERA F.M.IRELAND W.H.LANDERS ©E.J.OLSON L,C.ROGAN D.S.ROGNESS

GW.,SMITH E.L.SYLVESTER
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HEADQUARTERS CO.
SUPPLY SECTION

. a Y y ‘I:fj‘r\ g J‘

| K «-.! b [ﬁ&‘u.._in K

1<

[ 3

TOP = M.J.ABLER R.B.BAKER A.M.BEERS D.,W.BEST J.A.BOIZOT G.BONNER L.H.BORREE J.N.BRIGGS
R.H.BRINDLEY H.C.BRUNOITE G.R.CAMPBELL E.M.COLLEY

SECOND - N.V.DAUGHERTY C.H.DAVIS V.P.DUX A.O.ERBACH O.B.FELTY V.FERRANTE G.H.FORD A.W,.FRANCISCO
B.C,GARSKE R.A.GILLESPIE R.H.GORDHAMER H.GREENE

THIRD - H.A.HANSON D.A.HART R.A.HARTWELL C.0.IRISH H.A.JONES R.W.KIWUS D,H.LEACH B.E.MARTIN
R.L.MAUTNER W.E.McNEAL R.W.MEREDITH W.A.MILLER

FOURTH - H.E.MOORE E.F.PHARR E.J.ROBERTSON L.G.SCHHECK J.A.SCHUBLIN J.J.SHARKEY G.A.SHUMAN
J.S.SKELTON A.J.STAGNO H.E.SYMMONDS B.A.THOMAS  M.S5.THOMAS

BOTTOM ~ C.E.THOMPSON B.W.TREMAIN J.S.TURNER M.W.WILLTIAMS

STEWARD SECTION

E‘hf’n

i ﬁ“ &nn A

N.ROBINSON W.SCOTT L.SMITH,JR. W.SMITH E.SPENCER J.STINGER,III L.TOLIVER Z.TUKES
U.WICKER

N
L}
T.JONES H.
A.WARD J.
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COMPFANY A

OFFICERS

.“-'?

P.G.DeFAZIO WJNATSON C.G.XJELLBERG T.J.CAIN
Lieut. CEC Lt.(jg) CEC Lt.(jg) CEC Ch.Carp. CEC

P.J.ROSE
Carp. C=C

CHIEF BEYTY OFFICERS

VNS .~'~ 3 O
;‘"';V;“L' ¥ Z/ﬁ:jj “‘LM ) j;
Y w--‘* (? ; f:}d"m &
SLIvTe BT o il M! ‘7
i A0 el ‘ 41‘ bioboid

P - W,V.BLEVINS T.B.CROWLEY C.F.DEUERMEYER R.F.DUNCAN
R.JELINEK C.D.LEFLER C.A.LOOMIS

BOTTOM - C.A.PEWTERBAUGH C.C.SHELTON S.E.SHITH A.SULLIVARN
J.N.,TAYLOR R.H.VAN HARTESVELDT W.A.WINTERS

HEADQUARTERS SECTION
cAYS- 2 T n ,_ '

1~ A of v P - A
MRLGAGA § LR

o0 ALBRITTON I.K.BAFF J,J.BOMBICH R.D.HALL L,B.HARRIS
C.&.IVERSON  L.D.MILLE  F.P.EARGENT

..

!.-"f <



FORTY FOURTH Uu s NAVAL CONSTRUCGCTION BATTALION

COMPANY A
PLATOON |

. ,’ s = .f - glr;-

TOP - W.H.ADAMS M.L.ALLENDORF R,G.ALTON C.M.ANDERSON C.F.ANDERSON M.L.ANDERSON J.L.BAKER
C.M.BENNETT R.W.BENSON A.L.BLACK R.J.BCDE W.A.BRAUN

CENTER - J.P,BURGIN J.G.CROTTO J.J.CUCUGLIATA E.C.LOUGLAS C.P.DRIVER HK.W,DUNN E.W.DUNNING
W.R.EVENSON V.J,FREDERICK W.W.FULLER M.C.GATLEY E.HARRELL

BOTTOM - L.IRGANG W.PESOTA P.G.ROSS G.SIMPSON M.M.SWEENEY T.W.WALKER J.F.WALLSE E.G.WARNER

D.E.WILLIAMS
PLATOON 2
4 l - sl ‘"" f -,j's (- |
Ah N A o ‘ H )
L .J{\L“JL }’s-&m N !h&“

o~
fu = \ i

g P I
i X Ve

JRJANMEE ~ R.C.D,BAKER E.T.BAKKE  W.W.BARENT O0.C.BENARD
BUTTERFIELD

150 iy i
r L]
|... ! -ﬁmﬂ Id l
TP - J.EJADAMS G.E.ALBERT L.O.ALLEN ﬁ

F.A.BIR H,H.BROWN F,R.BURNS G,

CENTFR - J,E.COLLINS J.R.CUPPLES J,.M.CURCI D,DAIGLE u J.DAUPHINEE G.J.DAVIS  H.W.DAVIS D.H.DAVIEON
B.J.,DUSAVAGE R.C.EASLEY G.H.HICKLAN JB.JETT

BOTTOM - R.E.JOHNSON E.T.JOYCE J.F.KINSELLA U. I.KUUSISTC  W.LESTER Wed JMWARTINGON  H.P.McLAUGHLIN
V.V.RECORD E.B.WILLING J.EJWICKERSHAK  %.E5.WOCDE
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COMPANY A
PLATOON 3

0P =- H.M.ANDERECN  M.BARAN  Z.A.BEAUREGARD J.L.BELL H.G.BOGARD W.,M.BROWN R.COX R.P.DALON
J.C.DAY E.V.DEMENT L.DeMONTMORENCY  T.R.DeSINONE

CENTER = D.V.W.DETTMER R.J.DiBATTISTA G.J.DOYLE W.C.DVORAK C.A.EICHELBERGER A.M.FIREY L.J.GEDECON
R.A.GEHRKE A.J.GREGORICH R.C.GUNDERSON J.P.HAJEK M.E.KITZKILLER

BOTTOM - J.J.KUBYCEECK A.P.KUCHARSKI T.LaBONTE H.H.LaNIER L.A.LARIVEE G.H.LLOYD S.G.MATHIS
A.V.NEW E.F.PALKER I.C.SHEETS K.B.WOLFE

PLATOON 4

5 B
- 4 I
1

pos | = | 1 I~ b LB s »,q
&£ Al n “ PP It
WS N Sy E}iid \LA(L J“
T0P = M.E.BLANN & .5 .BROWN AJCATALANO Vi .R.COLEMAN H.E .DEMPSEY A.J.DiIDONATO F.W.DDION G.G.DIXON

C.N.DODL  R.R.DONLEY  P.J.DOUGRERTY  H.W.DUNN

CENTER - A.G.ELLER A,J.FRIEDMANN  J.HAGGERTY D.D.HERAND A.S.JONEE J.W.KUHR S.LEVY E.R.LOOMIS
CuW.EeCARTEY  A.NeDONALD  H.G.MeDONALD  L.G.McKEE

BOTTON - B.L.MeXINLEY R.P.MONROE W.E.KOSER J.F.NULCAHY E.A.OLSON F.L.PRICE R.M.SNOECK J.L.STARK
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COMPANY A
PLATOON 5

e TR LR RIL Aie ¢ L W

g a2 A \ \)ﬂ' ff“ “
o Ll Wy bl

(7

0F - L.P.CHANPION RL.E.DONOVAN  T.DCKOVAN G.H.DOOLEY %W.R.DORVEY E.B.ECEART G.R.ELLIOTT
3.F.FULLER  D.GOLLADAY FWALEAYES V. AJJOZWIK VW HJKILLIAN

CENTER - M.C.LARSEN J.A.LJOTTA A.V.LOEBACH H.E.LOY E.M.NALHOWALD S.E.McKINKEY L.E.OLSON
E.O.PATTERSON R.R.PRASSE C.ﬁ.REIChnRT E.C.RHODES L.l .RHODES

BOTTOK - J.SCOTT A.D.SEYFORE E.E.SODERMAN J.A.STEWART E.A.TAYLOR L.L.VAN 2COY J.E.ZAUF
F.V.ZWALLACK

WEAPONS PLATOON

' ! 't._:’h. (D
H {4 G
rh. w& ..-...‘f.hne.i

! T
I &
! [

TOP - A.D.ATKINE  H,OAVILA  M.R.BARRINGER L.G.BECKMAN W,J.BOLYARD
R.E.BUERGER O.FRANKLIN H.F.GARRETT

CENTER - A.J.HAAS G.KASSA  J.B.KNILLE A.C.KUBILIUS J.F.LAWSON
H.E.MARSH J.AMERSEK  W.N.MOLT

BOTTOM - C.C.O'BYRNE (0.OLSON P.W.SHOBLOM H.K.STMONS P.E.S0UCIE
C.C.WILKERSON
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COMPANY B

OFFICERS
o

R.AZLOCK J.RL,EVANS V.P.BCIUCCHT RJJLNEINTEJOEN JR J,F.HAYDEN W.DONNELLY J.A.PATE
Lieut. CEC Lieut. CEC Lt.(Jg) CEC Lt.(Jg) CEC Ch.Carp. CeC Carp, CEC Carp. CEC

CHiER  PEIY: OFFICERS
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TOP - G.BARGER J.A.BUELOW  A.W.CARROLL W.W.CHAMBERS R.C.DENNING
H.P.,HARTIG W.C.LATHROP J.R.C.LEQOPOLD

BOTTOM - E.L.MARTIN E.R.MUELLER O.NORRELL T.M.O'CONNOR C.I.OGDEN
H.E.OLSEN C.RAY A.F.YALE

HEADQUARTERS SECTION

Y el is

¥.L.BAILEY R.H.EDWARDS R.C. FORBES S8.T.JAYNE W.J.KAMPHOUSE
R.F.McMANUS O,H.MILLER O.R.SPAYD
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COMPANY B
PLATOON |

!Etg l -4 -3 "‘i )
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kT
1& \ﬂ

TOP - R.E.BILLINGTON T.B.BRIGGS J.H.BROWN  L.P.DOHERTY J.0.EATON I.E.EMMONS W.E.FAIRBANKS
S.HALAS H.F.HOFFMAN  J.R.HONERKALP F.J.KURUC W.J.LATVALA

CENTER - E.LAYMAN C.H.McCLAVE W.H.McGRAYEL R.D.MERCER G.W.MEYERQOTT G.F.MICHEL E.L.NEVOIS
F.E.NORTON J.H.OLIVER E.E.OLSEN [N.P.PEROVICH S.PICCTOCCA

BOTTOM - R.REEDER H.T.SCHWEIGER D.F.SHADDOX C.F.SKUFCA R.J.WALSH W.F.WEAVER C.W.WALRAVEN

PLATOON 2
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I0P - A F ANDERSON R.H.BIERMAN E.H.BOSSHARDT A.J.BOURKE G.L.CASWELL H.S.EPPLER F.M.EVANS
E.GIBSON  R.E.HARDING J.L.HOLT R,.C.JAMISON

CENTER ~ L.J.KERBER N.P.KINNEY R.E.KUTTA H.E.MELTZER W.B.MITCHELL H.P.MOORE C.V.NIELEEN
0.W.ORMSBEE E.W.PRITCHETT A.E.SAMUELSON J.L.SEIRLEY C,.F.STRALOW

BOTTOM - H.E.I.SUTTON L,.D.SWANHOLM  A.J.SWIDERSKI  G.TAMMELING  H.G.WOOLARD
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COMPANY B
PLATOON 3

&
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ACLJARINE VI, E.ARNE F.L.BABBT!T HE.BOOM H.J.BRIEL B.F.BULLARD H.B.CLARK J.J.DeWEESE
G.F.VYER J.C.EPPEE G.R.FARMAR R.FEITLIN

CENTER - V.FERRARA L.M."LENING P.J.GEDMER F.M.GRAY D.E.HALL H.L.HAMPTON R.HEYEN R.E.HUGGARD
E.J.MAKI  0.D.MARTIN E.K.McALLISTER  C.N.hcWILLTANS

BOTTOM - &.%.WELDNER L.S.NoLan  W.B.0LSOM  F.T.PAULIS E.L.RIdSTAD  M.M.WOODS  L.L.WRITT

TUF =

PLATOON 4

L=

'K ﬁnf@

! D.J.ANGIE:X  B.J.BAZZARONI F.J,5I500 P.H.BISHOP J.J.BLUE J.W.BLUM,JR.
R.H.BRANDT A H.BREMANAN C.W.BURKE  H.W.CASEERLY J.G.CAVIN

TP - RaN.4

CENTER = .:.....E'rir'“'ﬂ'LA"tIJ[' W A.’:']I’T‘Eri J«R.FOHTENOT T.J . FORSYTHE J.T.FORTE L.S.FOSTER E.M.HETKKILA
C.0:50LTE G2 MUBER J.M.JACKEON RaJ EEMIEDY L.J.KING

SO0TTA. = B PEYLLD C.l.LTHDAHL M HMEEES J S NILLS N.L.NUNLDORFY  E,J.PONCE C.R.PURLEE R.I.REAVES
R.L.TOVWLER
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COMPANY B
PLATOON 5

TOP -~ C.B.AESHLIMAN M.E,ALLISON H.L.B.BAUER D.E.BUELL W, H.BARLOW P.R.CEIAPPETTA J.P.CLIFFORD
T.J.COLEMAN R.A,FAIRBAIRN G.W.FOGELSTROM R.GABBERT J.GOODPASTURE

CENTER - J.B.GOUGH A.L.JOHNSON K.B.KLINGKAN K.C.KNAPP R.L.KUPP L.H.LaDOUCRE K.J.KADSON
C.L.McWHIRT H.C.MILLER E.J.MULLANEY E.R.PAHKALA  F.L.PICKETT

BOTTOM - A.F.RODER L.L.SHULER L.J.SHUMAKER W.H.SPEIR F.TAKAVEC L.M.WOOSLEY P.D,WYNNE A.F.YOUNG

WEAPONS PLATOON

Lw‘jd QLL'
TOP - A.L.ASHABRANNER L.G.COLVIN T.R.CRIVER H.T.FLACK
J.F.GRAYBILL B.E HIGHAN P. W HIRT

CENTER - H.,R.HOUPT J.B.KELTON K.KERR R.,W.KLOPNER
A.R.NICHOLE T.NEUTZLING F.A.ONYSKOW

BOTTOM - P.A.PAYNE B.S.PERDUE A.G.SHANE J.C.SIMMER
C.U.SMITH R.P.YEEKS
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- COMPANY C

QOFFICERS
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R.A.MILNER R.N.DOOLITTLE F.D.CRIVELLO P.S.McCALLUM

Lieut. CEC Lt.(jg) CEC Lt.(jg) CEC Carp. CEC

CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS

T0P - W.G.,DANIELS -L.E.FLOYD H.J.HAWKINS
T.B.HUNTER H.A.JOHNSON H.B.KELSEY

BOTTOM - W.E.KOPITKE F.K.LOW H.C.McDONALD
T.C.SCHNABEL W,R.SCHNEIDER

HEADQUARTERS SECTION

- c!r' = -_:-f 2 l‘-‘:q

V BBk x (R el

F.R.DeROLF R.L.GREWE R.H.HARDWICK F.W.JACKSON J.M.LESHA
T.OLLMAN M.B,STUBSTEN  G.M.TOHGERSON
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COMPANY C
PLATOON |

TOP - J.D.ALBRIGHT P,V.CASTIGLIA  C.G.CHRISTOPHERSON E.COX V.H.CROWLEY A.W.,DAHL E.WN.DIAN
J.C.EIKENBARY C.A.FRAILEY R.E.FRANCISCO A.A.FRASER R.L.FREEMAN

CENTER - R.GAIDES J.GALAYDA F.G.GARCIA K.E.GARN O,.GARNER W.J.GERKEN T.J.GRAY H.A.HANSEL
B.V.HOUSTON W.W.JOHNSON A.J.LeBLANC L.J.LILLA

BOTTOM - W.V.LOVELESS H,T.MINICK F.RERICHA H,F.SCHIELKE C,K.LYLES G.F.VAN ALLEH H.T.WOODHAM

PLATOON 2
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z\“f’:b - v A% O

L -F. | d 7 | v
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TO0F - W.S.EVANS,JR E.C.,FUHRMAN W.B.GARRETT A.GARZA J.A.GEIGER E.H.GEISSEL D.A.GEOFFRE
P.A.GEORGE R.M.GERSTLE A HAZEWINKEL E.J.JILBERT N.R.LARSON

CENTER - R.T.McDANIEL L.J.MORRIS F.E.PARKER H.A.PARRETT J.T.PAWLAK J.J.POLLACK,JR N.C.POTTER
C.D.READY W.E.RICKARD T.RINKER P.L.ROBINSON R.J.RYAN

BOTTOM - L.F.SWANEY L.L.SWANSON R.H.THOMPSON J.THORELL A.M.TROMSNESS C.E.TRUE W.E.TYBACK
H.VAINER L.C.WALSTROM H.A.WATERS
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COMPANY C
PLATOON 3
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TOP - N.DJCARLEON  H.H.COLBERT  F.G.DAUGHERTY K.T.FLETRE H.L.FREFZE R.L.FREEZE C,A.GILBERT
S.H.GILLETTE E.L.GIONTI C.G.GIRDLESTONZ,JR. H.E.GLINKIN X.L.GUNNETT

CENTER - H.W.HAESSIG M M.HALL L.J.HALLORAN R.L.HALILTON H.R.HEBSE E.H.JACKSON J.D.McKELVEY,JR.
A.L.PARSONS J.M.JUINN A.RAINSBERGER B.REUDY H.R.ROCH

BOTTOK - P.J.RODGERS C.H.SANDGUIST W.J.SHARKEY H.F.SHEPHERD J.M.THERIAC J,.L.URBAN H.0.VOGEL
A.J JNEEAST

PLATOON 4

lf

X3 o1
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.,'«_;\, _
B rAl
- | B A A
TOF = L.G.,BISHOP E.C.BROKUS G.R.BITRNSWORTH D.T.BULLOCK P.D.COLLINS C.G,COKER R.A.Q0.DUCHOW
E.FRALEY WA JGILLESPIE J.G.GODZIK,JR. H.GOLDBERG E.L.GREIG

CENTER - P.A.GRIFFITH R.G.GRONDAHL H.W.GROVE §S.E.HALBROOK E.A.LANE E.J.LANE J.F.LANG S.LAURICELLA
T.M.LEE H.B.LEEPER T.B.LENZEN P.LOWRY

BOTTOK = G.L.MANSON C.M.HARTENSON H.C.McCIAMBER W.H.MILLS P.L.MYERS L.P.NAPPEN C.W.RICHARDS
C.J.ROSENFRANZ R.G.SCHLITT W.G.WHITMAN
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FORTY FOURTH u S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

COMPANY C
PLATOON 5

~ e
‘\‘? \‘;u Sg.-‘

b el L [45

TOF - E.H.BROOMFIELD E.W,CHADWICK J.B.COWNE J.A.CRICHTON J.R.FRIEL L.GUGGENHEIK P.GUGLIELKO
G.R.GUMMERE D.GUMS G.G.GUNDERSON H.V.GUSTAFSON M.H.HABER

CENTER - A.H.HAEFNER,JR. J.W.HAIGH,JR. M.E.HUDSON D.L.KIRKENDALL W.J.MANION J.O.MELSOK  W.C.MERWIN
H.MOCK H.A.NEWMAN J.S.NISWANDER Mk.V.NYBERG C,J.PARR

BOTTOM - S.F.PAWLOWSKI C.C.PERRYMAN J.P.PUETZ M.E.ROCK M.S5.SALZARULO R.E.UTTER A.H.WALLIN
W.B.WEBB J.L.WILEY C.V.WONDERLING

WEAPONS PLATOON
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TOP - 1,BEAL GC,J.CLAXTOL R.E.DAVIS W.,S.DAVIS G.J,DOMAGALLA
L.T DULLACK E.N.HALL C W. JnC} SON

o L

CENTER - S.J.LEVIN T.V.LEYDEN C.R.McKAY M.G.MRKOBRADA  G.F.MURPHY,JR.
H.R.,NELSON C.B.ROWEN A.D.RYAN

BOTTOM - G.W.PADGETT H.R.SPRINKLE W.R.STRAWN L.K.TURCOTT H.W.VOEGE
JWAIBEL F.E.ZAHN
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COMPANY D

OFFICERS
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R.J.IVY R.C.DUNLOP B,E.HUNTER R.A.MILLER J.B SPENCER
Lieut. CEC Lt.(Jg) CEC Lt.(Jjg) CEC Ch.Carp. CEC Carp. CEC

GHIEF BPETTY OFFICERS

; }; : bp
iy S
\l. ALL ¥l I_A.\J

TOP - D.F.ADALS C.B.ARGUBRIGHT,JR. D.E.GREGG J.W.HUDSOK
0.J.JERDON  0.E.JOHKECN C.ANILLER

BOTTOM - F. & HOENS A.AMURRAY J.J.POVROZNIK J.P.ROST
M.J.RUBY N.E.SAUNDERS J.L.SHACKLETT

HEADQUARTERS SECTION

£ 3 r~fg ',.3-;, '(QT!
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N.E.BARFIELD L.CRAIGO,JR. W.DOMBEY R.J.FLANDERS B.C.JOHNEON  L.J.SANDERS
B.E.STOGSDILL W.P. THEWPSON F.H.TOLLIVER G.A.WILLIAMS
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COMPANY D
PLATOON |

o

TOP = V.J.AHEARN F.W.BARBAGELATA K.H.CARLSON S.M.COX W.M.CURRAN J.L.DeVRIES K.P.DUOLEY
C.E.ERICKSON  N.J.FAYMOVILLE T.HAISKANEN N,W.HALLAM F.W.HAMMONS

CENTER - E.A.HANS D.T.HANSEN W,.T.HARDING H.M.HARRIS F.J.HARTLEY A.C.HATCH R.K.HEARN C.L.HEFNER
V.L.HESS [E.G.HOLM R.C.HOLT H.A.JOHNSON

BOTTOM - R.XK.LaFITTE W.E.LENNING R.A.NUDO A.S5.OMELA P.C.PERRY S.PIATEK J.SHOLENSKY
Z.J,SUCHACZEWSKI  A.H.TORNETEN R.WALLS V.H.WILLIAMS,JR.

PLATOON 2

0P - E,#.BIRCH G.P.DAVIS P.A.FOUNTAIN A.FROSS J.E.HARTZ M.HKNKEL L.R.HENSEL F.S.HENSLEY
W.HERMAN, JR. A.R.T.JOHNSON  P.JOHNSON R.MARSHALL

CENTER - G.L.MATSON L.D.OWEN E.J.PETERSON J.A.PLEVAK F.C.SCHRI™MER C.A.SEESE J.H.SENNE, TR,
R.T.SMITH C.E.SNYDER E,.SOMMER H.E.STAHR E.G.WELLER

BOTTOM - M.H.TAYLOR V,.F.THOMAS E.A.WICKLANDER W.B.WILKERSON R.F.WILSON A.A,ZABOLOTNY &.ZEPNICK
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COMPANY D
PLATOON 3

TOP - A.J.AUDO R.J.CUNNINGHAM O.L.DENNISTON A.R.ENYEART F.G.,FLETCHER L.H.FORD E.L.FRERICKS
M.C.FUSCO J.G.HEAGNEY E.E.HEIMEL J.M.HERRINGTON H.G.HIGGINS,JR.

CENTER - P.C.HILL G.G.HOHENSEE R.A.HOLLINGSWORTH W.P.INGLE G.M.JOHNSON K.S.JOHNSON H.A.EASER
R.J.KENNARD E.T.KLEIN J.F.KUGEL J.A.LeVERT R.M.OTENBURG

BOTTOM - H.B.OVERSTREET L.V.PILLATZKE R.W.ROTH W.J.RYAN S.SIMON W.SINCOCK L.SWANBORG C.R.THOMAS
I.D.TREES J.W.WENGER

PLATOON 4

TOP = AMJALBERT F.C.,BEANE J.COX R.E.CRAIN T.DeLOACH H.R.GARDNER W.H.,HIGBY H.W.HOLT
J.W.HOPWOOD E.D.HUDSON J.H.HULSE L.G.IAQUINTA

CENTER - G.W.INGERSOLL G.IOANNILLI J.ISAACS W.E.JOHNSON F.L.LaFEVE H.B.LESLIE R.A.LUCAS
A.E,MARSH C.F.McCRAW E.P.McLEOD A.C.MINNICK L.VW.MOORE

BOTTOM - R.K.MUSSER,JR. J.SHEPHERD C.W.SMITH D.H.STONE W.J.STONE W.J.TRUSZKOWSKI J.P.WARD
A.J.Z0LLT

111



FORTY FOURTH Uu s NAVAL CONSTRUGTION BATTALION

‘ COMPANY D
PLATOON 5

TOP - C.C.CONDIT E.L.DAVIS J.F.FRANKLIN N.JANKOWICH,JR. J.E.JANSSEN R.M.JENNINGS J.R.JENSEN
C.E.JONES S.S.KIMNITZ P.J.KINSELLA J.T.LORIMOR E.F.LOSSMAN

CENTER - W.J.MANSK M.B,MOODY T.J.I.MOORE J.A.MUSHA D.J.PRICE E.A.RICHERT J.H.ROATH N.B.ROBBEN
R.G.RUTAN H.C.SAENGER H.W.SCHULTE V.R.SCHWARTZ

BOTTOM - H.D.SNOW H.B.SVERSVOLD G.F.THEIS G.D.WELLS W.E.WIDEMAN E.WRIGHTSON

WEAPONS PLATOON

TOP - A.C.BEYNON A.C.BOYE R,P.A.CORRIVEAU E,N.DALAGER
K.H.HAYDEN E.M.KOSSMAN R.L.PAJULA

CENTER - J.ROBERTS H.S.SANDERS C.,A.STEVENS M.W.STRODE
V.J.SULAK E.L.SVOBODA  P.K.VINCENT

BOTTOM - W.T.WATKINS R.D.WHITESIDES H.G.WITHERS E.C.WYRICH
R.E.YATES
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BN. STAFF COMPANY A COMPANY B COMPANY C
- . - 3 iul{?"’_’: - | -

T.C.POWERS C.A.BOYDEN P.A,SCHAAF
Lieut. DC Ens. CEC Ens. CEC

COMPANY C

G.HICKEY H.KUZIEKYAN H.F.DANIELS H.E.FRASER

COMPANY D

P.GALLINATT1 E.W.GARBETT L.E.GAULE L.T.GENNETT G.H.GETTEMEYER, W.W.JACOBS
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Receiving the glad news that we had a new assignment .

ON TO THE ADMIRALTIES

For weeks the scuttlebult had been that we would be going home. Like all
scuttlebutt it was only half right. We were going —but not home. There followed the task
of packing and loading — in the rain, as usual— for the “move:

I/t was on the fourth day of April 1944, (4-4-44) that the main body of the Battalion

personnel boarded the US.S. ———-———— —— , which got underway the following day for our
new ‘lsland X Some detachments of men, together with most of our equipment, had gotten
a head start aboard the U.S.S. ———, the SS —1——— — —— - ana.ThelS S = . A hot

but uneventfull crossing of the Coral Sea completed the first !eg of our passage, and we arrived
at Mine Bay on Easter Sunday, affer a sunrise service on the open sea. Liberly gave most of
us an opportunily to regain our land legs, but in a few days we were once more underway.
Passing along the eastern coast of New Guinea aboard the ————, now the flagship of a sizeaple
comvoy, we had ample opportunity fo do some sight-seeing. On 7 April /944 affer a safe

crossing of the Bismarck Sea, the Aamirally Islands hove info view, and we sighted our new
home, Manus, for the first time.

On Manus we found that the dismounted Cavalry of the U.S. Army had done ifs job well, leaving
but a few hundred effective Japanese froops on the island, and had the situation under confrol.
The activities of the days that followed and our confributions lo the construction of a magor
Naval Advanced Base are easily remembered, but then... a picture 1s worth a thousand
words. . . .
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THE LANDING
MANUS [ISLAND, ADMIRALTY GROUP
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SALESIA BEACH CAMP
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THE LANDING
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SALESIA BEACH CAMP
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RATIONS




FORTY FOURTH U s NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

JUNGLE
TRANSFORMED
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COMMANDER D.F. THOMSON
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ADMINISTRATION

Personnel Office
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Departmental Offices Supply and Disbursing Of
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ADMINISTRATION

Chaplains Office
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ADMINISTRATION

v ey e

Batrtaiion Armory
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HOSPITAL FACILITIES

LR,

Sick Bay

A rn
S, Gy

_
Tz

Paten! Medicines
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HOSPITAL
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Operating Room

Dental Office

Laboratory
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DIVINE SERVICES

Protestant Service ' Catholic . Service
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MESS HALL
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OFFICERS MESS
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CPO MESS
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BATTALION CAMP
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ENTERTAINMENT

U S 0 Show

Stars and Gripes
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BATTALION SHOPS
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Supply Warehouse
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BATTALION SHOPS

Sheet Metal Shop
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Paint Shop Sign Shop




FORTY FOURTH LSS NAVAL CONSTRUGTION BATTALION

TRANSPORTATION

; ’5“ ¥
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Machine Shop

Heavy Duty Repair
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44TH BATTALION SAWMILL
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ROAD CONSTRUCTION
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A B CD-MANUS
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A B C D-MANUS
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BASE HOSPITAL FIFTEEN
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DIVING OPERATIONS

Submarine Blasting
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THE ADMIRALTY ISLANDS

The Admirally Islands, the most northerly of the Bismarck Archipelago, lying but two
degrees south of the equator, were discovered by Schouten and Le Maire in 16/6. In /884
Germany took possession of the islands. The Admiralties formed part of the German
New Guinea Protectorate up until the time of World War |, when Australia assumed conftrol
of the group. From 1920, when the League of Nations gave them mandatory power over
these islands, until the Japanese occupied them in 1942, the Admiralfies were administered
by Australia. By mid-April, 1944, the Allies had acquired complete conirol of the group,
the first landings having been made the 29th of February 1944.

The Admiralty Group consists of one large island, Manus, and many smaller
ones. Manus Island has an area of over 700 square miles. Rugged mountains, with
a maximum elevation of about 3000 feet, and dense jungle growth cover the Isiand.
The red volcanic soil and steep slopes are ill adapted to cultivation, although there
are many coconut plantations along the coast. The natives, of Melanesian stock,
subsist largely on sago, coconut, taro, breadfruit, bananas, wild pig and fish.
Lesser islands of the group, together with barrier reefs, combine to form the very
large /a;cyoon,. Seeadler Harbor, which, according to "Time" magazine, is big enough to
shelter all the navies of the world. Because of their important logistic value, the
Admiralties were chosen as the site of a_ greaf U.S. Naval Advanced Base which

was undaubreéaf one of the deciding factors in the war of the Pacific.
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