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REAR ADMIRAL PETER KALSCH FISCHLER,
UNITED STATES. NAVY, DECEASED

Peter Kalsch Fischler was born in Wellsboro, Pennsylvania, on
Septenber 10, 1895, the son of the late Peter Fischler and Mrs,. (Lillie
Stricklen) FPischler., He was graduatedﬁfrom;wellsboro‘High School in
1913, before his appointment to the U, 8., Naval Academy at Annapolis,
Maryland, from the Fifteenth Digtrict of Pennsylvania in September”
1914, @raduated and sommissioned Bnsign in June 1917, with the Class
of 1918, he advanced progressively in grade to that of Rear Admiral to

da*te from May 11, 1943,

After gradustion from the Naval Academy in 1917, he joined the
Uss TACOMA, operating with the Atlantic Fleet during World War I. In
December T917 he reported for temporary duty in the Receiving Ship,
Boston, Maasachusetts, and in March 1918 wap assigned duty in connec-
tion with fitting out - the USS NEW MEXICO. He served in that battleshiD
from her commissioning on May %0, 1918, while she operated with the

Atlantic Fleet during the Flrst World War, and until October 1919.

Thereafter untll June 1922 he had congsecutive duty in command of the

ﬁestroyers,MEBEDITH, BRECKENRIDGE, BELL and ROBINSON, In September
1922 he assumed duty as Exeoutlve 0fficer and later commanded the

ges PUTNAM antil February 1924,

- He was an Instructor in the Department of deamanship at the
Naval Academy until June 29265~ and the following month returned to
sea as Executlve O0fficer of the U33 SACRAMENTO, on Asiatic Station.
While aboard the SACRAMENTO, that ‘famous gunboat cruised off the
Philippines and in China waters, assisted in protecting the foreign
colony at Canton, China, during an uprising in December 1927, and
pomained on Asiatic duty until December 1928. She then sailed for
Gavite, Philippine Islands, for duty with the Special Service Squad-
ron, cpulsing off the Canal Zone and ports of  Central America and the

Hgst Tndies.

: ‘He reported in June 1929, as an Tnatructor in the Department of
Seamanship and Flight Tactics at the Naval Academy, where he served
the two succeeding years. fpom June 1931 to March 1932 he was Naviga-
tor of the USS NITRO, and in May 1932, he reported for duty in con-. '
nection with fitting out the UBS INDIANAPOLIS., He served as her Firsgt
Lieutenant and Damage Control Officer from her commissioning on Novem-
ber 15, 1932, until June 1934, The following two years, he served in ‘
the Planning Division, Bureau of Navigation, Navy Department, Washing-
ton, D. C., and in July 19%6 he assuned copmand of the U3S PREBLE.
Tyansferred, in the same capocity, to the USS FARRAGUYT, he served 1In

that destroyer from May 1937 until June 1938,

ge of instruction at the Naval War College, New-
as Instructor of WNaval

Completing a cour
port, Rhode Islands, he reported in Juns 1939,




‘¢ontinuously keep the supply ships,

~enerations...
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Reserves in Detroit, Michigan. He was assigned to the "USS WYOMING as
Executive Officer, in May 1940, and remained aboard that battleship
until January 1941, He then joined the staff of Commander- Traln,
Patrol ¥orce (redésignated Commander Train, Atlantic Fleet, on Jamuary
17, 1941), as Operations Officer, &erving as. such until March 1942.
Relieved of that staff duty, he transferred as Agsistant Chief of
Staff and Operations Officer on the staff of Commonder Service Force,
Atlantic Fleet., For his performance of duty in this aggignment he
peceived a Letter of Commendation, with asuthorization to wear the
Commendation Ribbon, from-the Commender in Chief, U, 5. Atlantic

Fieet, the citation, in paft; as follows:

: " .During this period (January 1941 to August 1942) of interse
achtivity in the Atlantic in which nev bases wWerc being completed and
pvorseas movements were being ever increased, you displayed remarkable
gfficiency and foresight in planning logistic movements in order to

' mine layers and tenders, transports
and other units of the Service Force, employed in such a manner that
the Fleets and bases never 1acked for proper loglstic support. You
further initisted and continuously improved standard plans forran-
phibious operatlons during a period when for the first time, large

forces of Army and Marine troops were being trained in those vital
n -

_ Tn August 1942, he reported for duty on the staff of the Con-
mender in Chief, U. S. Fleet, serving in that gasignment until Feb-
ruary 1944, On February 8, i9ll, he was assigned fitting out duty in
the USS ALASKA, and assumed command upon her commissioning on June 17,
1ok, - The ALASKA, whose construction was begun ten days after the
Japanagse attack on Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawail, was the first
three super 30,000 ton-cruisers to join the Fleet and was the American
version of the German pocket battleship, While under his command she
operated on routine qualification training, beofore he wag ‘relieved of
command shortly before she left Pearl Harbor for the forward avea in

February 1945,

In January 1945 he was assigned duty as Commander Battleship
Division FIVE, . “"Rap heroic service...as Commander of a Fire Support
Unit, from February 16 to ‘March 7, 1945, during the assault and cap-~
ture of Iwo Jima,..' he was awarded the. Bronze Star Medal, with Gombat
Distinguishing Device "V." The citation follows in part: "...AT-
though endangered by well concealed esnemy shore batteries, he bravely
and skillfully maneuvered the ships under his command, and by sxcellent
shore bombardment, succeeded in destroying numerous shore installationg.
During. the assault phase, his ships provided effective call fire in

support of the ~agsault forces ashore, rendering great asgistance in the
cuccessful advances of our forces..."
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he Legion of Merit, with Combat "y "For ,
oneptionally meritorlious conduct...ag Commander of a Battlechip Divi-
$ion3.a Task Group and a Fire gupport Unit, in action againat enemy
Japanese forces on Okinawa, Ryulcyu Islands, from March through May

a ships of hie command at the highest

1945. Maintaining the men an
peak of efficiency, (he) skillfully divected the delivery of effective

gunfire upon vital oneluy emplacementS'throughout prolonged and hgzardous
Naval operations,..(Hs)

! contributed materially to. the success of the
Okinawa landing operations, and hi

g unwavering devotion to the ful-~
£illment of an important misslon was 1

He wag also awarded £

n keepling with the highest tradi-
ﬁibns of the United States Naval service, " ' '

In June 1945, he reporied for-duty as Assistant Chief of Staff for
Logistics onthe staff of the Commander in ¢hief, U, 8. Pacific Fleet.
He received g Second Letter of Commendation, from the Commander In
Chisf, Pacific Fleet, with avthorization to weaT the bronze star on
hie Gommendation Ribbon. The citation states in part: ",..A2 Asgistant
Chief of 3taff for Logistics he planned and directsd the logistical
gupport of United states Forces operating in the Pacific during and sub-
scquent to the final ddvances against the Japanesc Empire. " '

--In February 1946, he was assigned duty in the Office "of the Chief
o# Taval Operations, Navy Department, Washington, D. C., and in Mgy

1045 “reported as Depuly Commander NINETEENTH Fleet. rodoaignotad in
J-rqnrss 2987, Doputy Corriender, Pacific Reserve Floet. On July 5,1947
wag ordered to Guby s Comrmnder, Tralming Gommand, fAmphlbious Forces
f fmphibious Group ONE, Pacific Fleet
Transport Sguadron ONE, Relieved

on January 3, 1950, of Amphiblous

Ti: Mareh 1948 he assumed command o
with sdditionsl duty as Commander
of that :assignment he assumed command
Fprce,_Pacifid Fleet.,
d at the Naval Hospital, San Dlego,

+  Rear Admiral Fischler die
after a short illness.

Cgliforhia, on July 1%, 1950,

- In addition to the Legion of Morit with Combat "V," the Bronze
Star Me,dsl with Combat "y, " and the Commendation Ribbon with Bronze

" Star,, Rear Admiral Fischler had the World War T Victory Medal, Atlantic
' F;eet*clasp;ﬂthe Second'NicaragUan,Campaign Med=l; the Yangtze Service -
M%dal;.the Navy EXpedition&rﬁgMadat;_thé American Defense ServiceaMedal
 Fleet, Clasp; the Asiatic-Pacific Campalgn Medal; the World War II
 Vickory Medal; and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon.

55 July 1950






