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WTKR TV-3’s Ed Hughes to Speak
About the Attack on USS Liberty

e attack on the Hampton Roads-

I based intelligence ship USS Liberty
(ATGR-5) is the subject of the next
speaker in the Hampton Roads Naval
Museum Luncheon Lecture Series. Our
speaker will be Ed Hughes of WTKR TV-
3. Mr. Hughes’ very first assignment for
Channel 3 was to cover the return of the
damaged vessel to its homeport at Little
Creek Amphibious Base. He and his
producer spent three hours on board the ship
where they were allowed view the damage

| The Hampton Roads Naval
Museum presents Ed Hughes
| veteran reporter and news
anchor for WTKR TV-3. June
9, 1999 at Norfolk Naval

Station’s Club Pier 26. Lunch

included at a price of $10.

Reservations required. Call
| 757-322-2992 to make
| reservations.

and interview the captain. Mr. Hughes has
worked at WTKR for over thirty years and
is one of Hampton Roads’ most respected
news reporters. His presentation will take
place at noon on June 9 at Norfolk Naval
Station’s Pier 26. The cost for the lunch is
$10 and reservations are required.

The attack on USS Liberty is one of the
most controversial events in the history of
the Navy. In 1967, the ship was in the
eastern Mediterranean with orders to
monitor Egyptian radio traffic. According
to the crew of the ship, their specific
assignment was to determine if Soviet-
made TU-95 bombers based in Egypt were
being operated by Egyptians or Soviet
pilots. Even though a war between Israel
and Egypt was currently under way, Liberty
was stationed only about thirteen miles off
the coast of the Sinai Peninsula. Shortly
after she completed her assignment, the ship
came under attack by Israeli torpedo boats
and aircraft. A controversy has raged ever
since whether Israeli forces attacked Liberty
by accident or on purpose.

The Navy’s intelligence ships had one

of the more dangerous tours of
duty during the Cold War. These
converted freighters (officially
designated by the Navy as
“technical research” ships)
usually operated extremely close
to unfriendly waters, often
without escorts and with very
little armament of their own.
Their main mission was to
intercept and monitor enemy
communication signals. As a
further example, just a year after
the attack on Liberty, North
Korean forces attacked and
seized the intelligence ship USS
Pueblo (AGER-2.)

If you would like more
information about the talk or if
you would like to make a
reservation, please call the
museum reservation line at 322-

2992 b

(Photo of Ed Hughes provided by WTKR TV-3)

“Someone Attacked the Liberty”-HRNM
Docent Jim Reid Recalls That Day

ne of my life’s defining moments
Ohas to be the day the Israeli Air

Force bombed USS Liberty (ATGR-
5) in the Eastern Mediterranean during the
Six Day War in 1967. While I did not
participate in any way, | had the most unusual
opportunity to watch history from a ringside
seat. A defining moment is an event that
allows us to establish milestones in our lives.
The USS Liberty episode remains as clear as
it happened just yesterday.

I was attached to an A-4 Skyhawk
Squadron, Attack Squadron 36, aboard USS
America (CV-66.) The ship was just below
the Island of Crete and my flight was supposed
to be practicing dropping live bombs on a
rocky Greek island called Avgo Nisi. Because
of the heavy demand for bombs in Southeast
Asia, our East Coast Squadron rarely had the
opportunity to fly with full loads of live
ordnance.

It was a beautiful sunny day, the kind that
often leads to daydreaming. My flight was
circling the islands waiting for our time to
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begin our practice. My calm was broken by a
call from America ordering me to “jettison all
weapons and return to base immediately.” 1
requested time to make the bomb runs since I
was carrying such a large load. The
instructions were to do as I was told and to
proceed to orbit over the ship until signaled
to land. Below, everything looked normal
except the ship had taken a course toward the
southeast and was going somewhere in a real
hurry. 1 was clueless as to what was causing
the turmoil going on below.

After a while, other ships from the Sixth
Fleet began to join America. The carrier
Saratoga (CV-60) joined up with many more
cruisers and destroyers. Several of the ever
present Russian spy trawlers attempted to
infiltrate the assembly of US Navy ships, but
were herded out by our ships who seem to
imply the Russians must leave or be rammed.
All this I could see from above, but I could
not imagine what could be causing all this
furor.

Reid continued page 15
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ithin thirteen years of

the end of the

American War of

Independence, the
United States faced the possibility of war
with her strongest ally in that conflict.
France, after her own revolution, was
engaged in war with England. She saw
American diplomatic efforts such as the
1794 Jay Treaty with Great Britain as an
attack on the special relationship that had
existed between the U.S. and herself. On
18 January 1798, the hard-liners in Paris
expressed their displeasure with American
policy in a decree that declared a neutral
ship (including American) carrying British
goods would be judged a good prize if
captured. French privateers began seizing
American ships. The pickings were
especially good in the West Indies where

Stoddert ordered Norfolk Navy Agent William
Pennock to buy her and fit her out. The cost
should be less than $20 per ton. The Norfolk
Heraldthus reported on 5 September 1798: “On
Saturday [1 September] was launched at the
Ship Yard of Mess. Nash & Herbert, Gosport,
the United States Brig Norfolk. She is a
handsome vessel, is to mount 18 six pounders,
is coppered to her bends, and is to be
commanded by Capt. Thomas Williams. The
judgement and attention this gentleman has
displayed in fitting this vessel are eminently
conspicuous, and a pleasing presage he will do
honor to his appointment.”

Williams, a Norfolk County native, was a
fifty year-old merchant sea captain who had
commanded a privateer during the Revolution.
The brig’s other officers were selected by
Williams with the help of Col. Josiah Parker, a
Federalist Congressman from Isle of Wight

“She is a Fine Looking
Vessel and Will Sail Fast”

The Brig Norfolk in the Quasi-War with France

by Joe Mosier

American bottoms supplied both French
and English colonies. President John
Adams sent a negotiating team to France to
attempt conciliation, but French negotiators
demanded a bribe of $220,000. When news
of this so-called XYZ affair reached the
U.S., Congress readily authorized naval
action against the French.

There was only one problem. The
United States had no navy. The last of the
Revolutionary War frigates, Alliance, had
been sold in 1783. Legislation was quickly
passed authorizing a Navy Department and
completion of six ships whose construction
had been started in 1794 for use against the
Barbary States of North Africa. The new
Secretary of the Navy, Benjamin Stoddert,
saw that the nation could not wait for this
construction to be completed. Warships were
needed immediately. The quickest way to
achieve that goal was to convert suitable
merchant vessels into men-of-war.

One such suitable vessel, a brig designed for
the West Indies trade, was nearing completion
in Portsmouth, Virginia. On 14 July 1798,

County. They included lieutenants John McRea
of Alexandria and Thomas Calvert of St. Brides
Parish, Surgeon John K. Read, and Purser John
Muse. Lt. Josiah Reddick recruited his Marine
Corps detachment in nearby Suffolk. By early
October, Norfolk had completed her preparations
and moved down to Sewells Point. Col. Parker
visited the brig there and reported to Stoddert,
“She is a fine looking vessel and will sail fast.”

Stoddert ordered Capt. Alexander Murray in
Montezuma, outfitting in Baltimore, to take
command of a squadron consisting of his ship,
Norfolk, the Revenue Cutter Eagle (Capt. Hugh
G. Campbell) and the schooner Retaliation (Lt.
William Bainbridge). [Retaliation, previously
the French privateer Le Croyable, had been taken
by Capt. Stephen Decatur, Sr. in Delaware as
the first American capture of the war.]

Williams had actually been senior to Murray,

but Stoddert changed the latter’s commission
date in the belief that Murray was the more
known quantity. Murray’s orders were to
proceed to the West Indies “to take and
destroy French armed vessels.” The squadron
was to focus on the French stronghold of
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Guadeloupe where letters of marque were
being handed out freely by the
Revolutionary government.

First Cruise

Campbell in the cutter Eagle was
delayed in arriving so the small squadron
consisting of Norfolk, Montezuma and
Retaliation got underway from Hampton
Roads on 25 October 1798. Seventeen
days later the group weathered the Virgin
Islands and commenced patrolling to the
west of Antigua and Guadeloupe. From
British ships cruising there, the word
came that the French had nothing larger
than schooner privateers in the area. On
22 November, Murray’s three ships were
in chase of two French brigs when two
larger ships appeared. Bainbridge in
Retaliation, being closest to them, hoisted
English recognition signals. By the time
Bainbridge realized that the reason he
could not make out the replies was that
the ships were French not English, he was
trapped. Recognizing the inevitable,
Bainbridge surrendered. Thus the Le
Volontaire and [’Insurgente made the
first recapture of a warship in this conflict
and Bainbridge became the first officer
of the new United States Navy to lose his
ship.

Montezuma and Norfolk continued
their cruising among the islands to the
north and west of Guadeloupe for the next
two weeks. On 5 December, Norfolk
suffered the first of many problems with
her masts. Williams put in to Roseau on
the island of Dominica for repairs. In
short order the brig was again cruising
with Montezuma. Both vessels called at
Prince Rupert Bay on Dominica to join
with the frigate United States commanded
by John Barry. They were ordered to
convoy 23 friendly merchantmen north
through French patrolled waters.

On their return, Williams and Murray
found that Capt. Thomas Truxtun of the
frigate Constellation had arrived and
relieved Barry as senior officer. This
change in authority would not bode well .
for Norfolk’s captain. Truxtun was
undoubtedly the most forceful of the new
navy’s officers. Navy Secretary Stoddert
had once told President Adams,

Norfolk continued on page 7
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Norfolk continued from page 6 <

“[Truxtun] creates difficulties by his own
zeal.” Additionally, Truxtun was quick to
find unflattering characterizations of his
fellows captains. He was unimpressed with
Thomas Williams. Truxtun wrote Stoddert
on 17 January, “I fear this man [Williams}
is better calculated for a purser, than a
Captain of a Ship of War, as he pays more
attention I understand to pecuniary matters,
than those of a more glorious Nature.”
Truxtun established his base at Basseterre
Roads, St. Kitt’s. He used Norfolk,
Montezuma and Montezuma's replacement,
the brig Richmond, in convoy and patrolling
duties around Guadeloupe. On 1 March,
he ordered Williams to convoy a valuable
merchant vessel to Antigua. During this
trip, Norfolk encountered a French privateer
and the outcome would confirm for Truxtun
his low opinion of Williams.

As Truxtun explained to John Barry in
a letter dated 14 March: “The Norfolk 1 have
sent to Philadelphia, in order that Captain
Williams may answer the Secretary of the
Navy such Questions as he shall put to him,
in Consequence of various charges
exhibited by his Officers for shortening sail,
and quitting chase of a French privateer
after the said privateer had received great
Injury from his chase guns, and had
absolutely hove to, etc., etc. etc. A number
of indifferent people in no way interested,
saw the whole of the above business from
Saint Kitts, and blame Williams much, but it
is right that the man should have fair play...”
Norfolk departed Basseterre Roads on 7
March with a convoy of 20 plus ships. To
help solve his squadron’s manning problems,
Truxtun removed all but 50-60 of Norfolk’s
crew. Willtams arrived back in Philadelphia
by 27 March. Secretary Stoddert listened
to the complaints of Lt. Calvert and others,

but

reported to \”,
Williams on 29 o
March, “It affords me 7 «:, 24
much satisfaction to find from the evidence
of your officers, that the newspaper
paragraph so injurious to your reputation,
is a gross misrepresentation of the
circumstances to which it alludes.”
Williams, however, requested and received
permission to attend to his private affairs
for two months. As Norfolk was needed
back in the West Indies, Stoddert passed
command of the brig to William Bainbridge,
recently released by the French after the
seizure of Retaliation and promoted to
master commandant.

Second Cruise

Acting quickly, Bainbridge recruited
a new crew and reprovisioned his ship.
Norfolk departed Philadelphia on 20 April
1799 for St. Kitts with the supply ship
Florida in convoy. On her arrival on 17
May, Norfolk was ordered to patrol with
Baltimore (Capt Samuel Barron) to the
windward (east) of Guadeloupe until 10 June.
Captain Thomas Tingey in Ganges had
replaced Truxtun in command at Basseterre
Roads. Norfolk’s patrols continued until 5
June when she forced to return losing both
topmasts while in pursuit of the French
sloop Vainquere. After repairs, Bainbridge
convoyed the schooner Regulator to St.
Barts and commenced patrolling off that
island in company with Ganges.
On 28 June, the brig’s main mast sprung,
and more trouble appeared on 18 July when
her main topmast was carried away. Tingey

7

e -4 Wsssancies
ol [ LD
s s

(A2 |

\’n
5 ~ Patrol area of Nerfolk's
_"-.-u" ..z firstand second cruise

R
e VENDWARE

! -

SLoaxps

j WEST INDIES AREA
decided enough was enough. He wrote
Secretary Stoddert that Norfolk’s masts
were “totally unsafe for cruising”.
Bainbridge was ordered to convoy a large
group of American vessels northward.
Assisting in this effort would be the sailing
ping-pong ball Retaliation, again recaptured
from the French by Merrimack. Norfolk
would then proceed to New York for
extensive repairs. The 100-ship convoy left
Basseterre Roads on 30 July. On 4 August,
a ship that Bainbridge reckoned to be a 44-
gun French frigate attacked the convoy.
Bainbridge felt that Norfolk with her 18 six-
pound guns could offer little defense, so he
signaled the convoy to scatter. The
Frenchman took off in pursuit of Norfolk,
but the brig managed to elude capture before
nightfall. In the morning Bainbridge was
able to reestablish the convoy with some
48 ships in company. Norfolkreached New
York by 12 August. Secretary Stoddert,
anxious for Norfolk’s return to the West
Indies cautioned Bainbridge to keep repairs
down to essentials. The work was
completed in a month, and on 12
September, Norfolk departed Sandy Hook
with orders to report to the senior officer at
Cape Frangois on the St. Domingo station
(modern Haiti).

Third Cruise

Norfolk arrived on station by 15 October
Norfolk continued on page 8
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Book Reviews

In Irons: Britain’s Naval
Supremacy and the American
Revolutionary Economy

by Richard Buel, Jr.
Reviewed by Ira Dye

This is a very important book. Any
person seriously interested in the
Revolutionary War and the effects
of seapower on the course of the Revolution
should read it and have it available as a
reference. It is lucidly written although it is
a complex and scholarly book. It is well
documented, with 262 pages of textand 135
pages of endnotes.

Richard Buell, jr. In Irons:
Britain’s Naval Supremacy and
the American Revolutionary
FEconomy. New Haven: Yale

University Press, 1998. 400
pages, charts, appendix. ISBN 0-
300-07388-7. $35.00.

The author describes, in detail, the
evolution of the American economy from
late colonial times through the Revolution
and into the early days of the Republic. To
my knowledge, this is the first time that this
has been accomplished. Throughout the
book there is emphasis on how the economy
and the course of the Revolution was
impacted by seapower, principally British
and French seapower.

By 1774, most thoughtful colonial
leaders were convinced that war was
coming and it seemed clear to them that
they would have the advantage in the
struggle. They had adequate manpower, a
prosperous agricultural economy that not
only fed the country, but also provided
significant surpluses of wheat and flour
(and naval stores, tobacco, rice, cotton, and
indigo) for export. The foreign trade of the
colonies was all handed through England
under the restrictions of the Navigation
Acts. But, if they broke with Britain, the

colonial leaders reasoned, they would be
able to trade with the rest of Europe and
the world to earn the hard currency that
would be needed to fight the war. The
colonial industrial sector was very weak,
and the colonies depended on imports for
manufactured articles, and crucially, for
military goods, including most of their
powder and arms. Imports had to be paid
for with hard, internationally exchangeable
money.

On the other side of the equation, the
British were faced with long distances over
which to deploy and supply their forces.
They also had to contend with the hostility
of France, which although temporarily
latent in 1775, could, and did, become
active. Also, the ending of trade with the
colonies, their largest flow of overseas
trade, was very painful to Britain.

As soon as the war got seriously
underway, unexpected events began to
interfere with rosy pre-war economic
assumptions of the revolutionary leaders.
Many and complex, these fascinating
events are described in detail by the author
and woven together to describe the
evolution of the economy. Just a few of
the examples will be given here:

Trade with the French began to go well-
the British Navy was weak off the
American Coast. But they soon began to
stop French shipping in European waters
and condemn the cargo if it was of
American origin, and often the ship as well.
French merchants were willing to take the
risks involved, but only for valuable
cargoes. What they wanted from America
was tobacco, to be made into snuff in
France. This pushed up the price of tobacco
in the Chesapeake Bay region, which had
been depressed, and farmers immediately
turned from producing the grains and
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foodstuffs needed by the American army,
to producing tobacco for export to France.
It began to get difficult to get enough food
for the army.

Then, a shortage of farm labor
developed, caused by rural farm boys
entering the militias or the army. The
American leadership wanted, and had
expected, the farmers to raise wheat, which
when made into good quality flour, kept
well, was relatively easy to transport, and
made the bread preferred by soldiers. But
to successfully raise wheat, the seed had to
be planted during a short period in the Fall,
and harvested during a very during a brief
time window in the next July, a very labor-
intensive operation. So the farmer needed
to be reasonably certain at the Fall planting
time, that he would have the laborers
available the next Summer for the harvest.
Given the army’s manpower needs, and the
uncertainties of war, farmers could not be
sure of their labor supply and therefore
fewer farmers planted wheat and more
planted corn, which was harder to transport
and use, or other crops.

In spite of these problems, the economy
worked fairly well in 1776 and 1777 to
support the war. The continental currency
used internally in the new states, although
back only by faith in the Revolutionary
government, was accepted for the internal
exchange of goods. Butin 1778 and 1779,
two years of bad harvests were a major set
back. Also, the British Navy was beginning
to be effective in slowing trade by shutting
down the major entry ports on the
Chesapeake and Delaware Bay, and

In Irons continued on page 15
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A Bureaucrat as a Motivational Speaker ?

ail boxes are bombarded by direct
mail ads for “professional
peakers.” For a certain amount

of money, these people will teach you new
work skills like how to motivate your
employees, how to stand up to your boss, deal
with work related stress, and how to make
your business run more efficiently. In
addition to these speakers, we also in our daily
lives look for heroes, both past and present,
to give us an example to be motivated by.
Can a U.S. Government employee be such
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an example?

Well, the Sage has found such a person
and itis a Secretary of the Navy no less. When

one reads up about the Quasi-War with
France, one can not help but come across

best effort. “I have always entertained an
opinion that men who suffer trifling
difficulties to interpose between them and
their duty are unfit for public service. It
shall be my endeavor to rid our Navy of
such men. If our officers cannot be inspired
with the true kind of zeal and spirit, which
will enable us to make up for the want of
great force by great activity, we had better
burn our ships, and commence a navy at
some future time when our Citizens have
more spirit,” he wrote in a letter.

One historian commented that Stoddert
sought “officers who were eager to excel,
not those who were satisfied to ‘escape
censure.” ” As an example of how serious
Stoddert could be, he fired the captain of
the frigate Constitution, without so much as
a court-martial, when the officer produced
very poor results in the Caribbean. Before
the war was over, he disciplined several more
of his senior officers. But, even when he
became angry with one of his officers, he was
diplomatic in his tone. To the same captain
of Constitution, he did not dismiss the captain
out right but instead gently offered him a
somewhat respectable shore assignment. On
the flip side, Stoddert found his perfect officer
in Thomas Truxtun and gave the captain of
Constellation wide latitude. This was despite
the fact that Truxtun’s ego could be very
difficult to deal with at times.

Stoddert never served aboard a warship,

The Navy'’s first, and arguably best, secretary, Benjamin
Stoddert of Georgetown, MD. (Naval Historical Center
photo of an oil painting by E.F. Andrews)
Federalist secretary to stay. An exhausted
Stoddert politely declined.

Besides his driving personality, one other
possible explanation for Stoddert’s
mentality is his service in the American
Revolution. While Stoddert did not serve
in uniform during the war with the British,
he helped oversee the course and direction
of the conflict. Specifically, he served on
the War Administration Board, the
organzation that handled all of the little
details of running the conflict. He and other
members of his generation had fought long
and hard for the right to be independent
from a European power, risking their lives

“I have always entertained an opinion that men who suffer
trifling difficulties to interpose between them and their duty
are unfit for public service...If our officers cannot be inspired
with the true kind of zeal and spirit, which will enable us to
make up for the want of great force by great activity, we had
better burn our ships, and commence a navy at some future
time when our Citizens have more spirit. "-an angry Secretary

material about Secretary Benjamin Stoddert.
Secretary Stoddert was the Navy’s first, and
arguably one of the finest, secretaries. One
book written about the war is appropriately
called Stoddert’s War by Naval Historical
Center historian Michael Palmer as Stoddert
almost single handily organized and
directed America’s first war.

Even though his entire Department staff

in Philadelphia amounted, on average, to
about ten people, Stoddert’s responsibilities
were more than administrator. He was the
Navy’s public affairs person, motivator/
cheerleader, disciplinarian, chief tactician, and
Congressional lobbyist. Did I forget to
mention that he was a loyal father to seven
children on top of his public duties?
Stoddert was a man who did not care that
his Navy was outgunned and outmanned. He
held a strong belief that no one who served
under him should give anything less than their

of the Navy Benjamin Stoddert, 1799.

though he did have an excellent grasp of
maritime issues by being a senior partner
of a international trade firm. Though he
did not really want the job, President John
Adams evenutally convinced him to accept
the position, he executed his duties with
tremendous enthusiasm. When the
Republican Thomas Jefferson took over as
President, he was so impressed by
Stoddert’s work ethic, that he asked the
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and property for this cause. Stoddert was
not about to lose it because of letheragic
and uninspired employees.

So the next time you have a problem at
work, either as an employee or as a
supervisor, do not spend the training budget
on another speaker or the latest self-help fad.
Pick up several naval histories and heed the
words of an 18th century bureaucrat named
Benjamin Stoddert. dhb>
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ignal flags were the way ships during
Sthe Age of Sail communicated with
one another. During the Quasi-War,
U.S. Naval vessels used their own set of

Signal Flags
During the
Quasi-War

signal flags to communicate and coordinate
with convoyed merchant ships. Just before
getting under way, the convoy commodore
would issue his own set of signal flags to
the merchant captains he was protecting.

American Quasi-War convoys varied
greatly in size from convoy to convoy.
There was no set doctrine, unlike World
War Il. In World War I, the rule of thumb
for an ideal convoy was four escorts plus
one for every ten merchant ships.
However, in the Quasi-War, merchant
vessels would anchor together at a port in
the Carribean and hope that American
warships would arrive. As a result, the
convoy varied from six vessels to over 100
vessels as they tended be assembled in ad
hoc fashion.

No matter what the size, a convoy in any
time period is difficult to keep together. The
use of signal flags was one solution to the
problem, although by no means a complete
solution. Flags can only be seen when the
weather is clear and in daylight hours. As a
result, convoy commodores would include a
set of “signal by night” orders in addition to
the signal flag instructions. Instead of flags,
they used lanterns during evening hours and
fired off cannons during poor weather
conditions such as fog.

On at least one occasion, the printer put in
charge of publishing a set of signal manuals
made several printing errors. Forunately,
Capt. Truxtun’s sharp eye spotted the errors
while forming up a convoy in Hampton Roads

Along the top of the page are a
partial set of signal flag orders
issued to merchant vessels by
Hampton Roads-native Capt.
Samuel Barron while serving as a
convoy commodore on the ship
Baltimore. They are as follows:
1) The fleet will heave to with the
larboard tacks taken aboard.

2) The fleet will heave to with her
starboard tacks taken on board

3) The sternmost ships to make all
the sail they can. To keep up with
the fleet.

4) To speak to the commodore

5) To sail in close order

6) To follow the commodore

7) To tack or wear and stand the
other way

8) To shorten sail

9) The fleet to make sail

10) To anchor (if hoisted at the
main) or To get under way (if
hoisted at the fore)

and ordered all the erroneus books to be
dumped.

American ships used another set of signal
flags to communicate with the British. The
Quasi-War with France occurred right in the
middle of the two major Anglo-American
wars. During the war with France, however,
the Americans and the British were more or
less friends. With the strong exception of an
occasional impressment of American sailors,
British and American naval officers got along
reasonably well with one another. They
shared meals together, shared intelligence on
French privateer activity, and even convoyed
each other’s merchant ships.

To make sure that British and American
warships could readily identify one another,
British officers like Capt. George Cockburn
often gave a copy of Britain’s private signal
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Flags issued by Truxtun before

leading a convoy from Havana en

route to the United States.Note the fact

that he used three flags intead of two.
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book to American officers. Cockburn is
the man who would later be responsible for
burning down Washington, D.C in 1813.
Wars do truly make strange bedfellows. b

Signal flags used by American and
British warship to indentify one
another. Diflerent flags were used
on different days of the week.













