




















The Daybook

is Majesty would
well suppose that you

did all in your power to
prevent the misfortunes of that
day, but he is not able to have
the same indul gence regarding
acts which you have imputed
un justl y to those o f ficersof
the navy who have been
acquitted o f the accusations.
His Majesty, displeased at
your cond uct in that respect,
forbid s you to present yourself

be f ore him.”

“The French Minister o f Marine to Adm.de Grasse, 1782

De Grasse continued from page 7

by Cornwallis’ defeat at Yorktown had
caused the downfall of the British
Prime Minister Lord North. The
English people had had enough of the
costly American war. The Prime
Minister Lord Shelburne held several
conversations with de Grasse as to the
terms on which the great powers could
find agreement. De Grasse became so
convinced of British sincerity that on his
return to France as a paroled prisoner of
war he had his nephew orally pass the
secret terms on to the French Minister of
State, the Count de Vergennes.
Vergennes was favorably impressed, and
from then on Britain and France
negotiated, although on a somewhat

prolonged basis, toward peace. Britain
and America had arrived at a separate
peace, but it was not to take effect until
the overall peace treaty took effect. After
the two countries signed the treaty, Lord
Shelburne wrote de Grasse “This is the
least tribute which is due you for having
been so good as to open the door by your
mediation for negotiations which have so
happily ended the war.”

De Grasse’s return to France was not
so happy. The Parisian ladies were
jealous of the attention he received in
England and jokes at his expense made
the rounds. His diplomatic efforts won
the favor of the Court, but because of
his after-action report on the Battle of
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being rebuilt to a greater strength than
before the battle, the accusations were
bad publicity. Ultimately, a four and a
half month “Counseil de Guerre” or
court martial convicted many officers,

The courts reprimanded
Bougainville. Other officers’ sentences
varied from prison to reprimand. Since
de Grasse himself was never tried, he
remained the scapegoat for the loss in
the eyes of many, neither convicted nor
exonerated. De Grasse asked the King
to pass judgment on his actions. In
reply, the Minister of Marine, Castries,
wrote, “His Majesty would well
suppose that you did all in your power
to prevent the misfortunes of that day,
but he is not able to have the same
indulgence regarding acts which you
have imputed unjustly to those officers
of the navy who have been acquitted
of the accusations. His Majesty,
displeased at your conduct in that
respect, forbids you to present yourself
before him.”

The admiral left naval life to become
a gentleman farmer at his Chateau de
Tilly about forty miles northeast of
Paris. There he improved agriculture,
landscaped a park, and added a tower
to the local church. While his own
people shunned de Grasse, in the
United States he was still a hero. A
group of American veterans elected the
admiral to be one of the founding
members of the Society of the
Cincinnati in 1783, an organization
honoring those who helped the United
States to gain its independence. The
following year, the King permitted de
Grasse to receive four cannons from the
Battle of Yorktown, sent to him by the
American Congress. Sometime in
1786, the Court restored its favor to
him, and he was again able to enjoy
Parisian society. But his restoration was
short, for he passed into history in
January, 1788 at the age of sixty-six.ﬂb













