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Extra coples of the Appendix, with Xaps, are supplied for
your notations. Plesse return them to True Fife for incorporation

in the Final History.

“Dnn;t gshoot the planist, he's doing his damndest” (Forward,
Ekn # BH"

"A warm body is at least a man with one arm and two fingers--"
(Blk. #14)

“Bos'n's mates never run out of chipping irons, but they do
run out of paint." (Bk. #14)

"I am worried”, sald Jonas Astorg, "snd, when I worry, I hate
to worry alone. I share my problems with my associates” -- "he
was such & louse (not Jonas) that his parents must heve been
lipe, otherwise, his heritage became inconceivable.” .

Fage ii; Fast Company

"Give uvur{ poor femily e barr'l of grits, a barril of salt
pork; a barr'l of herr'n, a barr'l of salt, = barr'l of pepper =
stop demmitl - that's TOO WMUCH PEPPELR" (Prayer of a deserving
Ameriosn, Tradi)

"~=Seabees are proving themselves to be one of our most 3
important military units in this life-end-death struggle through- '
out the world" Capt. Edward V. Riokenbacker (Bk. #6, Ig. 89)

“¥e are trempling out the vintsge where the grapes of wrath
ers stored --" (Battle Hymn of the Republio) g
\.‘I

#.notes come from books mumbered in Appendix IV, unless otherwlise
idontified.
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HISTORY OF Tﬂé: FIZST CONSTRUCTION SATTALION (SEABLES)
The Beglnning

Cur story seriously besan on A grey morning in
Apr. 1942 when our Navy Transvort (for "Bleacher®") stood
out to sea to join ite oconvoy off Hampton Roads, Virginia,
in the submarine infested water of the Atlantic.

The grey mist became fog, and, although this tended
to make us even more melancholy, we were in luck, because
the og made poor hunting for Germans.

fne fog hid the shores of the Btates from us gulckly,
and the last thing we saw for some time was a heavy des-
troyer slowly heading in for repeirs; the bow shattered
by an explosion.

Preparation preceeding our departure wes not nearly
go dramntlcs A ploneer Battalion of Sesbees, some of us
had been plucked from resgular Navy Reserves, but mostly
we were volunteer constriction men. A few older men even
avorted hash msrks from World War 1. No ondat that time
knew what Seabees were, or how to trein us; in fact 'I'Sen-
bee” was 2 name yet to be colned. Nevertheless we were
officlslly commlssioned as The First Naval Construction
Eatta&ion.

We had enlisted, or were commissioned, at regular
Navy decrulting Stations with no facilities ready to re-
celve us, and were therefore sent to whatever place had
temporary bunks and nﬁuw; this with a princely dilsregard
for snyone's nersonal comfort. We all stayed too long in

quarantine because our records got lost; and the Navy was

determined to inoculate us thoroughly, no matter the number of times,

nor the number of hypodermic needles broken. 3 '
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ADMIHAL NIMITZ AND WORLD WAR 11 IN THE PACIFIC

No one pald any particular mttention to the handsome,
Bllver-halred traveler who boarded the train in Weshington
Ehat mid-December day in 1941, His ticket h~d been issued
in the name of a Mr. Wainwrisht and, with his somber civilian
sult and soft-spoken manner, he micht eesily have passed
for = moderately successful banker or stockbroker off on =
businese trip to the West Coast. MNr. #ainwricht's luzease
was 88 unexceutlanaﬁle a8 the man, except for one item he
had packed into his valise at the last moment--his wife's
sewing bag,

Such wes the manner in which Rear Adm. Chester W.
Nimitz left washington, outward bound to take command of
the U.S. Peolflc Fleet, lhe country waes still afflicted
with an scute case of spy-fever and invasion Jjitters; many
expected Japanese lsndingzs almost hourly on the West Coast.
Tucked in his corpertment aboard the train, Nimitz took
out his wife's sewing bax and opened up the reading materisl
he had placed in 1t: top-secret reports on the amctual ex-
tent of the vast damsaze the Japanese attack hed wroucht st
Pearl Harbor.

\in 8 Teal sense, Nimitz's qulet, calculsted departurs
from Weshinzton was a messure of the man. Of all the top
UsS: naval commanders of World War 11, the calm, self-
effacing Texan was easlly the least flamboysnt. And once
in P:zrrl Herbor, he calmly, methodicelly get about re-
building the fleet. Then, on May 8, 1942, came the Battle

of the Coral Sea, the first major sez engagement since

£
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Fearl Harbor, and the first nawvel battle in history fousht
entirely from the sir, with the contending surface vessels
never coming within si-ht of one another. <hough the Battle
of the Coral Sea wes a tactical defeat for the U.8., it

was marked down as a strategle victory because 1t halted

the Japanese drive for Australis and, perhaps more important,
forced Adm, Isoroku Yamamoto and Imperial Fleet to turn
their attentlons north--to the U.S. base at Midway.

Midway may be truly said to have been the turning point
of the war in the Pacifici the U.S. victory came directly
a8 a2 result of the kind of decision that showed Nimitz at
nis best. Allied Nevy cryptographers had broken the Jap-
snese naval code, and thelr intercepts showed that Ysm-
amoto planned to launch two thrusts, one a diversionary
feint at Aleska, the other a major strike at the island of
Midway. But powerful ?u;pan in Washington argued against
accepting this intelligence; they sald that the intercepts
were plants ﬁanigﬁeﬂ to trick U.S. stratezists.

At his Pearl Harbor headquarters, Nimitz weighed the
arguments in the dispute and declded that the intercepted
enemy messages were authentlo. He made his fleet dis-
positions accordingly. ihe result wes the Battle of Mid-
way (June 4-6, 1942), at the conclusion of which the '
crippled Imperial main fleet straggled off for home, and
Admiral Yamamoto went to bed with a newvous breakdown.

From Midway on, Jespan wes reduced to fighting a defensive
WAT s

Throughout the war Nimitz remalned at the helm of UJ.S-

E o
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Pacifle strategy, and despite the volatile temperaments of
many of his DﬂllBEEUB;| he never clashed with them; not
even with the grendiose figure of Douglas MacArthur. He
wae also, in the words of naval historisn Samuel &£liot
Morison, a staunch advocate of the principle: "“Give every
dog two bites.™ If a commander made a mistake, Nimitz

was almost certein to give him a second chance--an at-
titude that stemmed, in part at least, from the fact that
he himself meny years earlier had run his destroyer aground
end been given an admonition--and a second chance--by =

court-martial.

Newaweek, March 7, 1966

Printed with permission.
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APPENDIX PG A-I-1

I PI4ST BATTALION DIA3Y OUTLINE
1940
SELECTIVE SEIVICE. NAVY 3ES.
TRAIYED UNITS IMTQ ACTIVE SEIVICE.
1941
U.S.N.R. V-6 INTO ACTIVE THAINING.
JAPS BOVYBiZD PEAdL HARBOR,
1942
"BOBCATS"™ (WOMKING STIPPS FOR
BU DOCKS) ASSEMBLED AT NEWPOGT,
AND ALMOST WITHOUT TRAINING, WENT
OVEKSEAS .
FIAST BATTALION, U.S.N. CO’ST,
CORPS, ASSEMBLED: YEWPOWT, T:EN
N:AaS, QUONSET PT., d.I.:1 LOWG
QUARAMTINE ROR 335&3; CLOSE ORDEA
DRILL; SOME TRAIMIVYG IN ADVANCE
BASE COMSBTRUCTION. BAiHACKS WEIE
IRTENDED FOR FLIGET CADETS (FANCY)
& NO PLACE FOR SEABE:3 WHEN T'E
GENTLEHEN ARAIVED.
1pt SEABEZS LEFT QUONSET FOR MAT-
I0NAL YOUuTH ‘pnmxg'g.xgnps BY

A
dAILBOAD, SEVERALLY: (O0“LY SH-LTER

AVAILABLE.)
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AUBURN, N.Y. {EX-THEDLﬂ§;CAL
BLDGS.) 1IN A TOWN WHERE SAILOAS
WERE STILL WELCOME. CLOSE ORDER
DRILL BY N.C.O. MARINES; TARGET
PRACTICE WITH PRIVATELY PUR-
CHASED 22 CAL. SHELLSj; GOOD
INSTRUCTION IN THE SHOPS. SNOWED
EVERY DAY BUT TWO: OPEN THE
DOOR RICHARD (BYHD THAT IS) A
MUTUAL RESPECT & CONGENEALITY:
SEABEES & MARINES BEGAN HERE.

LT. LAUTERS (UNCLE LOUIS) THE C.O.

FEB. 15 SINGAPORE SURRENDERED,.

MAR.

MAR. 6

APR. B

1st SEABEES ASSEMBLED AT CAMP
ALLEN, NORFOLK, VA, (LATER A P.O.W.
CAMP.) PLASTER IN THE BARRACK
STILL GREEN, & Hﬁb WHERE THE ROADS
WERE TO BE.

1st SEABELKS COMMISSIONED ON A
CORNFIELD WHICH BEEN SCYTHED INTO
A P#JADE GROUND BY CLOSE ORDER
DRILL.

CORRECINOR PELL,

1lgt SEABEES DIVIDED; "BLEACHER"-
COMPANIES A & By "ROSE"-COMPANIES
C & D PLUS ONE HALP HDQTRS EACEH,

g

o P'gfff




PG A=I=3
(AFFROX. 500 MEN & OF®ICKiS EACH.)
W&lE DEPLOYED THUS,
OFPICIALLY: "304CATS” WAS 1lgt DE-
TACHMENT, "“BLEACHER" WAS 2nd DE-
TACHMENT & “ROSE" WAS 3rd DETACHNENT.
APR. 8 "3I0SE LEFT NORPOLK BY a;inauan
FOH THE WEST COAST,
APR., 10 "BLEACHER* LEPFT NORFOLX OW U,S,.S.
NEVILLE (POBFERLY CITY OF NOIFOLK)
FOR THE CANAL VIA THE MONA PASSAGE.
APR. 12 “ROSE® LEPFT CALIF. ON U.S.S.
APR, "BLEACHER® IN CANAL ZONE.
16=17
APR. 18 DOOLITTLE BOMBED JAFAN,.
KING NEPTUNE'S DOMAIN: POLY-
WOGS BECAME SHELLBACKS - AT THE
EQUATOR,
“ROSE",

— B

"BLEACHER™
THE DATE LINE CROSSED,
"ROSE"
"BLEACHER"

 "ROSE" IN DOMAIN OF THE GOLDEN
DHAGON & THEREAFTER ENTITLED TO
WEAR A GOLDEN EARRING THE BETTER

A —

TO HEAR HIS MAJESTY.
MAY 4  ®ROSE" ARRIVES AT VILA, EPATE,
NEW HEBRIDES IS. '
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MAY 4  JAPS ON GUADALCANAL, SOLOMON IS.
MAY 8 TIE BATILE OF T5E COdAL SEA.
YFULL FATHOM DEEP THY PATHER LIES
OF HIS BONES AL COHAL MADE.™
HAY 9  ®BLEACHER" AHRIVES NIKUALOFA,
TONGA TABU IS. (ISLE OF THE SACAED
SOUTH "OFA ATU™)
MAY 15 2pnd SEAEES IN SAMOAN IS,
. (WALLIS?) LATER AT SUNARUTI,

ELLICE ISLANDS.
MAY ? 3zd SEABELS IN FIJI ISLANCS.
(BOBCATS LATER WITH KAJINES AT
———y
ENIWETOCK HETUUNED TO STATES AS _
PAGT OF 3rd SEABEES. X wtlgx ' i

MAY . Wil 3 11 ENCAKPED AT MAOFANGA; «
TONGA. '
| i
* JUNE  THE BATTLE OF NIDHAY. i
JONE KB BATTLE OF MIDWAY DEPLOYNEWT,
JUNE .. AUBEM/SPLIT: H'LP TO HAVANA >

HAR#OI PROH VILLA, N4 HEBAIDES.
JUNE 28441 (56" A" EXPEDITION TO SANTA =
N CAUZ IS. & ESPINITU SANTO.

JULY & 1gt SEABE .8 STARTED AIR STHIP

'i
AT ksSpIHITO SANTOS. ,
JULY 28 Ald SYRIP AT BSPIRITO SANTO !

AEADY FOH FIRST PLANAS TO LAND.
AUG. 7 GUADALCANAL INVADED BY U.S.M.Cs

* CIIATION
S
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AUG. 20 6fh SEABEES ASHOAE AT GUADALCANAL,

SEPT. “BL ACTER"™ SPLIT: THE TANK PARM
CiEW, SMALL, (LATER "EDIT*") dEFAIN-
ING WITH Tnyénsa AT MAOFANGA, THE
REST TO CAMP AT WAVELU NEAAER TO
THE SITE OP THE AaMY BASE HOSPITAL
AT HOMA.

NoOV. "BLGACHER" SAILED FROM TORGA TABU
ON DUTCH M/S aum-:;aum TO JOIN
"ROSE® IN THE NEW HEBRIDES, "EDIT
AEMAINED AT MAOFANGA.

NOV, BATTLE OP SAVO I8.

it 1943
uuaﬁéamu S P Turtie 131&1;; nggglg‘ﬁii,aalvmgaa

AUG. "EDIT" LEPT TONGA FOR WALLIS IS, ON
AUGMENTED BY SOME FROM CBMU.

NOV. TARAWA BEACH LANDING.
DEC. “Epr™ Lérm WALLIS ON LI3JERTY grIp |
JOINING "30SE" & "sLEACHER" ,

IN THE NEW HESRIDES; Tiz 1gt

SEABEES REUNITED, +
1944 |

FEB.1 KWAJALEIN,

PEB.  1gt SEABEES SAILED POl THE STATES
ON DUTCH M/S NOOXDHAM STOPPING |
AT PANGO PANGO, AMER. SANOA FOR J
2pd SEABE'S, |

‘l
* CITATIC -
IDAZICH 7 |




: FG A=I=6
/T F
MAR 1  1gt SEABEES AARIVED IN 3AN
PIANCISCO, & WENT TO CAMP PAHKS,
PLEASANTON, CALIF.
MAR 13 1gt SEABEES WENT HOME ON 30
DAYS OVERSEAS RETUEN LEAVE.
! :
JUNE  1gt SEABEES DEFEATED BY THE NAVYj
WAS DECOMMISSIONED, & THE LAST
MEN PAYED OFF.

Ve 4 it
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The Last Wateh in My Battalion dJumne 1944

[

My outfit has been disbanded, callously it socems to us, and
8 I wealt thru midnight to eight bell wateh I am lonesome. I
wa# around to start the First Battalion of Sesbeeas; I am in on
~ the end of it. I did not know before how much my outfit meant

to ne, untll this moment when memories plague me.

hey announced the di sbardment of my outfit last week at muater.
This seemed so fantastie that until I found myself one of the
hundful of wen still left, with kno /ledge that ma t of my shipmates
ars now elsewhere, and that I will never see aome of them again,
I hed no idea «hat sadnoss would ocome, .8 have been s battelion
for pearly two and onc half yosrs; wsa were overseas twenty-three
montna golny thru the good and bad, and now we¢ are no more.

In April of 1342 we went to the South Peeifle. Some of us
left from tha iLest Coast, sons from the East Coast, so that om
dotanhnent at lesst would reans!h its deatimtion. None of us felt
sonfident that we had a chunoe of seeing home again. Ve really
didn't have mueh chenea of returning, and & feéw didn't come baok;
othors ocene baok early physiesully fit only for a medisal discharge.
Jur eontrlbution to victory in Guedalcenpal essnnot be measured,
but we supplied the fleet;, and we bullt ad fieclds from whioh to
Bit thes opnemy.

Then for a while 1t seened sa if the Navy was going to leave
s rot on besus that hed outlived thelyr effectiveneas. The
s v oaof Zopionl lamls, spd derk-skinned natives was
exnsuated, snd sverybody wag homesieck. Finelly, we dld ocome home,
with a fellow Battallon, on & trip thet was pay with expeatations
of s happy leave, and @ bright future for The Firat Battallone.

Everything was as 1t should be when we larded. The Golden Gate
was wonderful, and there was & Derd to greet us on the dook.
¥hilte women waved to us. %e soon went on leave, and the only
trouble was that the leawves yent too quia'rly.

Baok at Camp Parks, bLowever, s stagnation oame to us, until
now =8 are di sbanded f!ur luok aof repleoesnenta. Lhy they had to
Er::k uprour Battalion we ospnnot understand ard 1t doean't seem
il .

To us, howover, there will slweys bo & "First" and we will
not forget the days #hen 4¢ were formed end drilled piecemeal
in nasorted Neval Beses, snd N.Y.A. oamps. FKor our emotions
BS wa salled from the U.5..4. inte months of toll, homemade
gnmuauments, and days of borodom w8 well as sdverture., 4o had
an "eapirit do corps” that survived uverything they throw at
B8, and it will stsy with us no matter where e go in shatever
new outfit.

e
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1944 :

A deoisive point in winning the war is the ability of
American Service Men to make friends with the natives whers
ever they go. On jungle covered, savage islands, under the
equator, native enemies would be a serious handiecap. Fortu-
nately, we made friends of them and they are loyal allies.

%e were not the sole givers of good things. The matives
made thatehsed huts for ue which were inaoneelvably more oom=-
fortable than tents. They showod us whioh cocoruts may safely
be used for drinkdng, and thelr feasts of yam and roast pig have
saved the minds of men who were going mad st the thought of mare
0.,1. rations. Koreover it's mighty comforging when you ars lost
in the Jungle to have a native fierd unhesitatingly find you,
and lesd you back to camp. 4

The people of the island were great navigators before Columbus
was born. In the thirteenth century they were the dominant rmoeo
of the South Paoifla Ocean, esven the proud warriors of savage
F1Ji payed them tribute. But for the last century ths history
of the 1sland has been one of peace and increasing olvllization.

Now the pative drums are booming out their anclent messages
of war, and a native army drills under white officers. Epsolally
picked natives have served with distineotion side by on sids, if
not aotually ahead of us as soouts, in the Solomons, and New Cuines.

b
In establishing bases on these lIslands & tremendous amount of
sweeting labor is required before basdly needed airfields, supply
bases, hospitals, and ship repair dooks are in operation. If
the natives did not furnish thils labor, eithor more Americans
would be nesded, or our mdvanoe would be slower. l

Usually we pay them small wages, but frequently a whole wvillage
showa its loyalty by giving two weeks labor of every man in the |
village. They have little money, but they can work, although
lelsure 1s as important to them as a bank sceount is to us.

b
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A_THINSTY BUSINESS

Suva, Fiji Islepnda 1943. Triumphant but weary after a twenty-
five day fight with the ocean when they salvaged the valuable
ecargo of a wrecked ship, fifteen Seabees arrived in port this
morning. V%ith a bearded Bostawains linte firat olass 1n commanrd,
averybody in the detaahment won & commendation for completing
a perilous mission with skill and bravery.

The ship went aground on a reef near Turtle Island, end a
detachment of the I'irst Battallon of the Seabees was sent to
remove the cargo. They lived on the wreok whlle worklng the oclock
around despite the nesr danger that the ship would slide off the
resf and sink into the deep. In the oourse of duty the men were
faooed with bad weather, tremendous seas, and finally a hurricens.
The wreck was sbandoned just befare the hurricane, but not untll
four million dollars worth of invaluable war material was safely
on barges headed for Suwa.

with typical ingonuity the Seabees operated the winchbs of the
ahip by compressed sir, since the bollers were under water. Lvery
load over the mlde was & menace because of tha way the wreok rolled
in the heavy awells. In the ocourse of the salvage work one Navy tug
was loat; 1t was ripped open on a reef and sank edlately, but no
lives were loat.

Upon arrlval in Suva the men - «iiyrw> aver the glty in search
of recreatlon, well earned by their exploits. John Rose, the man
in charge winked at this irregular liberty, "thsy rate 1t," he ssid.
"I'11 expect them back only when they've spent thelr money," he
continued, and then headed for a saloon himself,
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MELE

She wore a red flower over her left ear. If it had been the
left ear, Machinists Mate MacGregor would have been out of luck,
but he didn't know this then. All he knew was that he had found
a pretty girl on & South Ses Island, and that the faded print
dress shy wore did not hide bher alender body, for she had recently
been awimming and the print cotton elung to her body.

They were on a shore road of the Island when they first sew
each other, an English bulilt road of gleaming white coral.
MacQOregor wondered if the sun on the ogoral had not hlinded him,
here many miles from home he found something he had been looking
for. :

"Malolelei®, she said to him in the best native manner, and he
replied in good American, "Hello yourself"”.

Fartunately the problem of language wms not importapt because,
although he spoke only Amerlocan, she was able to speak a fluent
English. A day later he had found out the words for "pretty girl”
in Polynesian, and this remained the extent of his native vooebu-
lary, except for cuss words, but this was suffiecient for Hele;
she nover tired of hearing him tell her that she was a pretty girl.

Her name, sele, he was not eble to understend until she wrote
it for him in the sand #ith her toe.

"Oh, Mary" he said, "that's a fins name. You can call me Doug.”

"Dug" she said, “that is. not a pretty name. I will call you
Keli, the red one".

g "Kelly is not the proper pnsme for a Scots-American,” he retorted,
but 1t dcesn't make any difference on this Island, so £elly 1t is."
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TOGAN DANCI NG

"Togens are noted for their sitting down dances", is a state-
ment in most books on the South Seas Islands, although having
gpent more then a yeer with gay natlives as one of the Firast
Seabees, I think they should be famous merely for dancing.

Although they would be better off if they didn't do 1t, the
Togans are quite essily asdapted to the ways of white men, or
"suropeans". Therefore I was on the Island of Toga Tabu for
five months before I saw a sitting dance, or any cother dance
except an ordinary dance hall hulsa.

The only noteworthy thing about solo hules was the costune,
whioch consisted of a wide brassiere of scashells woven into fapa
oloth, and a dense graas skirt supported from an elaborate belt
of the same kind of shells that igarmd the brassiere. The
danoers were barefoot, but the girls mlways wore pants, below
the skirt, and frequently thelr aeductivoness was ppoiled by =&
glimpae of red flanmel. -

The music for those ordinary dances was invariably made "
gultar, with an accordian, and sometimes a piano. I have seen
planos In Jungle huts to whioh no plano mamufacturer ever con-

celved his lnstrument oould go.

I once smid to a friend that 1t was odd thet natives with
such a feeling for rythm did pot use drums at their dancecs. To
his answer should be added that the only native drums we had seen
up to that time were drums made from logs five to twelve feet
long. He answered that it would be diffiocult for a drummer to
oarry & drum welghing helf a ton.

The wooden drums were not mede for music. In the old days the
drums were used for signals during wars. Now they are used instead
of bells for church call by the veriouas missions. The drummers
were usually honored mon, well tralped, with the same standing
a2 & sexton at home. It was quite obvioua, howsver, that they
did oconsiderably more drum beating than necessary. I never got
over a areepy feeling from the inosssant booming, and I did
weary of. it. The dtums were housed in small thatched zicus
gerving for bell towera.

The talkative drummers, and some of &them would disocuss their
oraft loguaolously, even giving away trade seorets about splashing
8 quart of water weekly into & drum for it to drink (otherwise it
would orack), never admitted that they ocould send more than the
most rudimentary signals. They oould do so however, becoause
Naval Latelligence wes alweys behInd the native gossip when it
came to information on ship movements, snd essential dope: whether
or not there was likker in the cargo.

e/
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After five months of drum signala, and the sad sound of native
bands murdering You Al %1 Sunsline, I was pleased to hesr a tom-
tom midst the nrgnn one of natives having s song fest. If
four '.l‘qgm get together; have & well matched quartet. Almost
any South Sea Native can sing parts from bass to the falsetto
(whioh 1s their sopranc). They mneed no practice; singing is the
ghief recreatlion of the long troploal nights, and the main reason
they are such regular church goers. Something new had been added,
however, in the tom=-tom.

The source was not hard to find, In s large clearing, I came
to a dance rehearsal. Although it was dimly 1it with four kercsene
lanterns; this was nothing like a rehearsal room in New York, it
wa8 nevertheleas the same as a roehearsal any pleace. Sitting
oross-legged in a double row were thirty or more Togens; faocing
them wera an old man with & tom=-tom made ocut of & gasclins drum
and rawhide, also the "danoce master" who, in this case was =
qungpglrl, liolilka. She was young in years, but somehow she had

ear to be &n suthority on Togan dencing, and no choreographer
in Russia ever ocommanded suoch respect. As usual at a rehearsal

the performers, who were not on stage at that moment, were sprawled
around, goseiping, telling dirty storles; and smoking natlive
tobacoo rolled in dry banana leaves.

Although Molilka wea a prodigy in the art of the dancs, I found
vat later that she was hardly the beat. The leading danse-masters
not only directed dances; they also composed original music and
new routines for any importent ocomsion, whereas Mollilks was merely
a channel through whioh flowed the conventional danocecs of her
people. MWevertheless a dence reohearsal by lolilka's troupe was a
good introduction to Togan . Classical Danoing. I use the word
¢classlcal, beocause thelir dances, even original ones, followed
a pattern that waas of anolent origin.

South Sea Island dances are not dances in our meaning of the woerd.
Rether they are similar to the first Oreek Drumas, or opers.

Togan danoces may be sorambled into four loosely defined groups.
The most common danoe 1s one whioh tells the atory of some avent
either new or old and closely related to the former is ome which
tells about a love affair of the nobility. The second most ocommon
kkind 1a'a wer danoe in which the story is unimportant, with a
skillful rythmio :Lmitabing of warfare with oluba and spoars 1s_ the
game. The funniest is a "hula-fakata™ or "clown dance"! The last
and dullest dance, is ope in whioh m warrior 1s honored by a
lengthy song of his exploits with little danoing. (Until
missionaries oame with a Latin alphabet, danoes were the record
of native history taling Kings a Quesns, beok to battles
batween nobles, temporal and celestial. Queen Szlote traces %ack
to both, far earlier than sny other ruler.)
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The nost exciting danoe 1s the war aance 1n wshioh Two opposing
groups of dsncers go through very realistic maneuvers of striking
sach other. 1In such s dgnce little lil'lﬁinﬁ is dono, more then a
fow war oriess, and impromptu grunta of "Ho" or "Fakapo" of which
"Ho" means the same as 1t does in English, and "Fakapo"” means
"what a sensation.” ‘The speotator has the sensation s he would
in watohing a lacross game donme to & fast polke. The dance is =o
oleverly done, however, that heads are never broken, but it takes
a rugged man to go through the whole routline without becoming
winded, and of course is no dance for women.

The significant form of dance, or operas, of the Togans 1s the
one in whioh the story is important, and the music, rythm, dancing,
and words are mere tools for story telling, and of equal importance.
Usually, these dances are done by a large chorus, the men standing
in & rear 1line, the women seated ocross=legged in the front row.

In ocoldental thinking it is 4iffioult to imagine how a danoe
oan be performed sitting down. The Togana dance with their arms,
sc being seated is no bother to them.

All movements of the erms are a graoceful wave-~like movement
which 1s familiar in the oommon hula dance. This is no easy motion
when properly done, for it is @ simous movement sterting at the
shoulders and rippling to an epd at the finger tips. Togan Duncers
start danoing when they are not over eight years of age, end will
danoe untll they are infirm with sge. Noons is conaldered good
beiore well into teens, and the older they are ths batter is their
technique considered.

These movements are not meaningless bscause the logans use &
sign=language of the danoe'to socompany the words, sometimes the
movements are traditional snd wsomstimes they are improvised,
but either way they are lmmediately obvious to other Togans no
matter how obsocure they might be to & Luropean. The two funda-
mental movements are & horizontal wave-like-motion whieh represents
the sea, and a vertioal wave=-like-motlon whioh represonts the
swaylng; coconut pelm; understandably they should be, for the ses
nﬁ th: palm are to Polyneslians the two things necessary to life,
and art.
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SEABEE INFO
LARLILST OUTFITS
"Boboat" (1st Detechment) Jan. 1942 to ilar. 1945 Bora Bors,

Tutulls, Vari Kwajalen, and LEnwletok. (some "Boboats® returned
with 3rd Seabees).

First Battslion ler. 1942 to June 1944 Toga, (Turks/Fiji),
vallla, Efate, Lapiritu Santos (and Sante Gru:?‘:

Second Battalion Mar. 1942 to Apr. 1944 Upolu, Fanafuti,
Tutulles a a 8.

Third Battalion May 1942 to July 1944 Noumea, F1j1, (Bora
Bora/Boboats) a 1lis.

Assocoliated ?ttlllﬂnl to lst Seabeos
In kap u Santos: ¢ ith, 186th, 34th, 36th, 40th, 44th,

67th, 6lst.

Assooiated CBMU's to let Sesbees
504 uallis Mar. 45 Go Sept. 45

511 Toga ? to Apr. 46 some in Edit to Taliis and Efate
519 Bora Bora ? to Jan. 45

Espiritu Santos 534, 535, 538, 541, 542 and 550
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RALLIS ISLAND
Waiting for f£averable tide aud wind to make pesesge through the only ugeful
to Hua herbor, the "BEdit" detachment wss enchsnted by a paradise island. In

# niddle of an atoll "Land" (not much of L&, but more than we bad sean for sevaral
5n¢-pnuful Llandiog was to ba ouxs soonm.

. Bhan oux ship slowly moved into the entiamce, wo did oot know thai to port was
# "leper isolation inland,™ sysbolic of an evil, loutheoms place. Socn to port ljnn
a cliff of corgl with a cross of wood painted uwhite, set there by the Freuch; the
wvas shattared by bullats, the farewell demounic act of men leaving Wzllis (or
2) Islend, maddenad by too long a stay thare.

Bl =

' Ho one I bave talked to who was io Wallis had any liking for it, only horror.
Wallis bas great matural beauty, mors good soil than ordinary stolls, and Uveans were
€loae kin of Togans, who are magunificent people still; on Eallis, man only is vile.
ona there hated everyons olse, and it wes a cesspool of disease and maligoant
T tl IE ii

Americans of any religion, or none, considared tha destruckion of the cross to

a fittiog way of empressiog our universal rejection of whag happanad in Wallis when
cercain white man tcok possessiom of it.

. Halliils Island is a volcanic island with a circular legoon protected by a rveaf of
eorel, plunginging to great depths on the sezward gide, Tha island is not more than
koo miles long nor more than three miles wide, and 1s so izolated fram cthar islands,
‘god pormsl trade routes, that it bocame important is history only cued; in 1943 ie was
s Amatican arsensl for planes basbing Japsuess at Tarawa. Wallls supplied smmumition
god o refuge for bombers; by refueling at Funsfuti the plsnes could hurc the enemy.
Teturz to a safe basa.

The bomber atrip was at one and of Wallis, the fighter strip at the othar. Thay
Mare connected by a wide taxiway, in case one £iald was destroyed by the enemy, but
Ordiugrily the taziways ware used as highwaye. The taxivay wes impressive by any
Standards of 1943, and uwas the firat wide rosd sseax by "Bdit" since lesving Norfolk.

" "Ed4ic" thought it hed come to Wallis to put up ave~gas tanks (also put up, takem
down, and crated at Tenga). Not go, there was no resson for us to bhe thare om Waliis,
) room for us, and only dirty work to do. WUe want back to atevedoring and to chores
e ) on@ wanted., Alac wa found curselves orphans trying to find food aud shalter,
luiscent of what we hed hed ia training.

Bverybody om Raliis had bum chow - mostly spam or cormed willia. Tho one good
st on Priday poon vhen wa hed quantities cf dynemitad fresh fiszh, made iato
I‘.Ints by our expert fishermen. Wa fod ourselves. Once whea a V.I.P, wisited Walifs
‘ware issued ice cresm - that mas quite a pariy,

Wi wero not long on Wallis befeora wa foumd it to be ona of the pickest places in
world. Pilorizeis (incipient elephantiesis) wmn cur worst fesr, greatsr sven than
fear of leprosy wihich wee also common. After sbout four months oo Eallis, helf of
.- t" had filoriseis on their medical records, indicatad by a swelling of mh glands
A the crotch, FElsphantisfosis we had sesn in Toga, but it was not so frightaning inm
Hoga o8 it becsme on Wallis, A togan might be confined to his homa by = swollen lag but

| had frisnds nearby to belp him, or fo for a "siog" at might. 4n Uvezn would have
P{.I"l
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Phorply before coming back to the United Staten, the Marine aupport For an equal
Seel) nuvber of Segbees wis stupified when the Sesbees sald that "the only reason in
‘seturnioy to the United Btates was to find a wore magnificant diomer'. For this ban-
'guet a pulm tree had been cut down (costing, twenty-five dollosrs) to =ake a palm
galzad. Yt was delicious. We had sufficient cordials to place bets on the time re-
quired to make u flying insect drunk by fmmeréion in triple-sec. The mfortunate crea-
‘Eure drowmed and, in s friendly sgreement, the bats ware declared wvoid. After which

we seng ribald songs.

o far as I know there is no Seasbee hymn, but wharever Marines went 4n World War IX
. Seabees went slso, and Seabees would be pleased to have their own words to the
s of Momtipuma™.

In an earlier problem of "Rose" warefare in the New Hebrides, I have only the
eusry later of two wen I knew who were mistrested by seemingly patriotic dmericans.
‘One, with me, had been earlier an enlisted draftsmmn/technicisn in the U.E.H.R. at
HNewport. The other had been s competent surveyor in the mid-west.

. "Rose" had a very junior essign (his B.S5. end commission atill wet) dump ny friends
s marshy boon docks ten miles from the camp. He warned them not to return without loc-
v t.iztg an airfield, end supplied them with & ham eandwich esach for a week, and po mustard.
‘No transit, rod, chain, and also no mosquito netting. Two years lster the surveyor was
with pe in Jan anuin FlJ.lay Californis, and I was attempting to &void "narvousness in
service"” myself, so I avoided him; but cccasionally in the noondsy heat of 120 da—
i:!nes farhenheit, I saw that he was shivering from the malarial ¢hills, snd heard him

nay "Mustard? Where 1s the sustard?”

The airfield, of course, was not built nesr the site they wers to locate. The site

scted, however, was in a low sves, marshy, zooming with suspheles mosgquitos, and hav-

A dozen banyon trees on the center live, sach with an acre of roota 100' high, com—

g plete w:ll:h & Took "Bloody Mary" in the shrubbery, having a grass akirt =nd seresming
*Yankee Dolla."

BACK TO THE STATES

Toe firet Seabecs veturned to San Framcisco from "Rose on the splendid M/5 HOOHDAM,
I:lHng eboard the Second Beasbess at Pago Pago. Their history had been much 1ike ours;
pjormal conditiom, FURAR!

Out of a thousand men in each battalion originally, in the first Sesbees, only

dght bundred returoed ps & wmit, Ken of "Rose” had & yellow eomplexion from taking
‘atrobin for malaria; "Edit"™ men worried about thair testicing, . aud we were all painted
somepleds with a scarlet medication supposed to arrest "Jungle rot", but which was use-
ADAN .

We should have bsen in & condition to ssy "drop dead”, but we were =0 dalighted
£0 be zoing state-s5ide we sacted zlmoat 1like human beings.

fj{-,gﬁi,’.._, F Hase Poin ot et /ﬁ,&lff #fjfwﬁ':ﬁ"f ,%
e L S 2 o CUparsef S e fegrad of Mare,
S ez 7{“'#-{ fy‘i‘n;’-ff qJ;u-,‘ Eoly o gt =
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Shortly bafore coming back to the United States, the Marine gupport For an equel
l-- . aumber of Senbeas Y2z stupified when the Seabsss saild thet "the only ressom in
tuming to the United Ststes was to find a more magnificent dinnex™. For this ban~
af a pulm tree had besn cut down (costing, twenty-five dollosrs) to make a pels
nlmi. It wag delicious. We had gufficient cordisle to place bets on the time ra-
i xed to make a flying insect drunk by {mmerdicn in eriple-see. 'The unfortunate crea-
: yre drowned and, in @ friendly sgreement, the bets were declared void. After which
we sans ribald songs.

S0 far ss I know there 1s no Sesbee hym, but wheruver Harines went in World War IX
the Ssebees went ﬂ.ﬁn, end Sesbees would be pleased to have their own words to the
T 8 of Montiesuma

In an earlier problem of "Rose" warefare in the Hew Hebrides, I have only the
wrory later of two mwen I lknew who were mistreated by seesmingly patriotic Americsna.
'i_lu.a. with me, had besn earlier an eniisted draftsman/technician in the U.S5.H.R. at
Hewport. The other had been a competent surveyor in the mid-—west,

"fose" had a very junior ensign (his B.S. snd commission still wat) dump my friends
in marshy boon docks ten miles from the camp. BHe warned them not to return without loc-
‘mking an eirfield, end pupplied them with a ham sandwich each for & week, snd no mustard.
Ho transit, rod, chaln, and also no mosquito netting. Two years later the surveyor wvas
with me in Jan .}'oquin Valley, California, and I was attempting to svoid "nervouspess In
the service" myself, so I avoided him; but cccasionally in the nocadsy heat of 120 de-
‘grees farhembelt, I saw that he was shivering from the melarial chills, snd heard bim
‘gay "Mustaxd? WYhere is the mustazd?”

The sirfield, of course, wap not bullt near the site they were to locste. The site
‘selected, howewer, was in a low aves, marshy, zooming with smapheles mosguitos, smnd bav-
:lns a dnm banyon trees on the center lime, cach with en scre of roots 100" high, com-

with a Took "Blopdy Maxry™ in the shrubbery, having & grass skirt sad screaming
"Yenkee Dolls.”

BACK T0 THE STATZES

The firet Seabeses xetumed to San Francisco from "Rose on the splendid HM/S MOURDAM,
‘taiting sbonrd the Becond Sesbess at Pago Pego. Their history had been much like surs;
Boymal eendition, FUBAR!

Cut of s thousand men in each battalion originslly, in the first Sesbees, only
dght hundred returmed as a wmic., Men of "Hose" had a yellow complexion from takdng
Atrobin faor malaria; "Bdit” men worried mbout thair testiclos, . and we weve all.painted
stmaplade with 2 scaxlet medication supposed to arrest "fumgle rvot", but which was use-

REN .

¥= ghould heve besm in 2 conditfom to say “"drop dead", but we were so delighted
%0 be going state-alde we acted glwost like homsm beings.

Sh bty O Feme s oart of ek, Apleanifers, oo,
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Mhe sbove was written before the Remmion, April, 1966, Late Saturday night
: peak Walsh read from his copy of en officisl report to HWashington, which he
d in 1943 - 44 as Commanding Officar of tha First Battalion of Seabess om
sland. The information in the repert plus comments from Captain Walsh ex-
‘our returning state-side, and the End of the Battalion, not known previously
Hated men, only guessed at,

At Pearl Harbor, em route to tske command, Captain Walsh hasd been warned that
First Battalion of Sesbees was the most fouled up outfit in the South Pacifie,
no fault in the men; we had beem poorly trained, poorly supplied, snd poorly

ke fomnd this briefing to ba insdequate: on Efate conditions wexe worse than
fleipated, aod morzle at low ebb.
g him, however, the men of First Seabees roceived their firet portion of umder-
; @nd encouragement ss honorable volunteers, Morale became better as symbo-

;_I_l, the official "Pioneer Battalion" insigned. More recreation was provided
ithout hindsring sny neccssary comatruction.

Furthermore, ha arranged to get us state-sids, even if he could not return with
e Iﬂhhnpntt to Washington he noted that we needed lesve for recuperation, but

| not recommend Australia, Ingeniously, he pointad cut that ships empty of

| were returning fraquently to California, sometimes in ballast,

~ Wa did get homs,

In the Statea, perhaps for lmck of Frank Walsh, we again became fouled up; sdmin-
le. the easiest solution was to sbandoned the First Eattalion and dispense

Shere the men went, and what they did thereafter is stuff for sea stordes, but
t this History.

Veh Moy &5
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APPENDIX IIX
INVLNTORY FIRST SEABEES
(A1l quantities epproximate)

I BASL BLEACHER

Personmsl

Seabees: Companies A, B & half Hdqtrs 20 offiocers, 25 CPOs

2 and man

Base: 20 Offioers or Warrents, 15 CPOs and 175 POs or Seamen

Support
a. Unole Sam

Navy Air Patrol Squadron
liine Layers
Army
Englineers
Re r
National Guard
Negro Anti-airoraft

b Looal
Togan Militia
Anzmon 3
4. Officers
Bas sa C.0.
b. 1lst CB C.0. others
Qs Co. A ﬂ.ﬂ. Lt. hﬂtﬂr. :WED
d. Coa B C.0. Blades
e. Hdqtrs C.0. Dootr's
£ U.P-ﬂ'.l:
. Sylvester, Peterson, Cowan 5 Jamer!
B- Men of distinctien (whatever “reason)
#Mackinney il (dead soon; alas)
Rose
Construstion
1. Subsliatence
a. karly

110 - tent floors 16' x 16!
6 = grass thatched structures
(Galley, warehousss, etc)
iy 30" x 60" (1 burned down, 2 blew down)




b. Meofoga

Quonsets 20 x 50°%
35 = barracks
B - galley/mess hall/CFO

3 - siockbay with chem. toil.
10 = BOQ (Early BOQ in rented Togan dwellings)
50 = Alr squadron

0: MNlkualofa
officers' olub 36,000 SF with flush toilet
d: Hawvelu

? Quonset Huts or tents - barracks
Quonset Huts 20! x 50!

6 = galley, eto.
3 = slokbay
10 = BOQ

2. Tank, Maofoga

Prime objective (when Blemcher moved to Hawelu to be near
Homd, the Tank Crew stayed at Macfoga, the neucleus of Edit)

Ao 20 - 500 BBL Av-gas

b. 20 - 10,000 BBL 1 oil

0. 2 - 10'050 BBL Diesel oil

d. 10 mi 8"/12" steel pipeline, welded (for lack of arrival
of quiek intentions = the ship earrying roller=grip
fittings was delayed by engine trouble, and abandoned
Hid-Pecifio. Too late it came with the roller-grip
fittings below s laysr of blown beer)

&. Earth berms for tanks ("Bleacher”)

3., Army "Base Hospital", Homs
(Earlier in tents on a mud flat)

8, Timber standard Army 22' x 60°
24 wards
10 surgioal
10 subsistence

bs 1-100" elevated water tank 2 ml assorted water pipe

c. & mile 8% sewer pipe, some places ditched in coral out
20" for gravity flow with manholes

iZ
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Te

Be.

9,
10,

11 fa

e @

Warshouses, steal Butler 50' x 180¢

1 -

B =
B =

Naval
Sen

maochine shop, blacksmith, welding, and vehlole
maintenance, Maofoga

stook, Havelu Havelu

refrigerators Havelu

Adlr Squadron, Maofoga
plane r

lose ntngnrngg' x 50 x 30'H

30 Ammo magszines, earth ocovered above ground, 25' x 507,
lnofoge

Eleatrie

E.

be

1'-"-11.

2 =
d -

4-twin 10,000 KV dlesel generators under cover 5
miles overhead power

5 telephone switoh boards

100 phones
50 miles overhead telephons wire

inooral
drilled 150', Homa

dug with Jjaok hammer 10' - 25' deep
pumps &end ohlorimators for above

Eveporators, 2 set up and tested but not required

2 quarries,: In one of them a 50' hill dissppsared. Coral
rook was used for millions nfﬂtrh of 111, coral road and

airfield pl?ﬁ (otherwise a
season, were

roads were turf, and in ralny
) and for thousands of yerds of concrete.

Hesdquerters

Be

ba

Surveylng for above, including 4 sq miles of Topo at
Homa, and advice on gravity sewer. Also preclse mile
traverse around lagoon for 4 mi of 4" pipe in lagoon
Maofoge to airfield which was not installed for lsck

of pipe (Airfield was made by Army, on level open
eountry)

Supply, stook keeping and cleriosl (with advice on all
subjects mostly unwanted) Materials and ammo for Fleet
in Solomons, for above construction, storing and
keeping inventory.
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APPENDLX 1V

PARTIAL LIST OF BOOKS

(Publication dates are approximate)

BUDOCKS; U. 8. Navyi Mldi% The HIF'I Basss in W.h. 113
(Vol IX: Chepts [] ppe

Callehsn, A.C.; Geography for Orown-ups; 1946

Dana; Two Years Before The last; 1850

Dumord, D.L; Ameries in Our Tine = 1896 to 1946; 1947 edition

Lnayelopedis Britannioa (becuuse Ogeanie was more important
to EFE?EIH Then America until %W.W. II, the information
in any sdition of The Britannica is betler about
Oosania than in other sneyclopedies.)

Gatly, H; The Raft Book; 1940 (navligation for survival by
filey FPost's navigator, with charts, and poetia, luoid
observations sbout the methods of Polynesians - the
greatest of eerly navigators.)

Huie, B. (LTjg, ChCy USNR); Cen do; 1944 (accent the author's
last namn; he left out "Lase Blesocher” entirely) .

Lambert; Yankee Dostor in Peradise; 19447 (If the Navy in
1942 hed had the dope Dr. Lambert ascquired in the
nineteen-twventies about disesses in Polynesia and
Melanaslie, end thelr control, muech wZlering ¢ ¥l 10i«
of menhours to Jungle-rot, fillersis, melaris, dengu
fever, nervousness in the serviese, etc. could have
been avolded in W.V. II)

Lawrence, D. H.; Studles in Clessle Ameriscan Literature;
Melville and na;j an sxplanation o elmost
no Amerlicans remeined in, or returnsd to, Oceanis after
Yieha II, a witty Lnglishman who underatands
Occidentals

10. London, J.; Son of The Sun; 1911 (See also Bk. 9)

11. Mariner; Account of The Togan Islands; 1810 (This book has

long been oub ol print, bub haa been avallable at "Rare
Books" in The Boaton rublie Library for msny yesrs.

In 1810 thinkers in London; England, knew more sbout
Toga Tabu than did Amerisan engl neers who spent two
weeks bottles at & Nlilmetofa boarding house in 1841
and then looated "Bleacher Tanker Farm” in & aswamp.
Hariner's book is complete with phomestic spelling of =
Sophistliosted Langusge unknown to Europeans before

Capt. Cook.) 75
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HISTORY OF THE FIRST CONST, BATTIH.
Training period.

Maval construction battalions, similiar to the Army engineers in
purpose, had been planned during the first World War, but the Armistice
prevented them from becoming a reality. WNevertheless when war was offi-
cially declared in Dec. 1941 the ddea of Navy men building shore instal-
lations for the fleet was still merely an idea, and something new for the
Navy. During the days of hard work, and swealt since Fesrl hHarbor, tha
Construction Battalions have become a fullfledged corp of the Navy, al-
though they are the youngest corpa, they have earned and won the respect
of all our armed forces.

The plobal scopas of World War II made every theatre of war a scene
of combined and amphibious oparations, and the Navy could no longer dopend
on eivilians, working under Puld to build its bases except in areas far
from Lhe scene of pction. There wa= an irperative ne=d for new naval bases
gquickly in places so remote ag to be unknown in America. These basea had
to be built by officers and men of the Mavy.

Through 1lend leunse a yumbapr of bBases essentianl to the defense of
continental Amsrica had been established, and much had been done and lenrned
in the Wost Indies, and by T.A.F. in Canada and in Iceland. This informs-
tion combined with World wWar I plans was the basia for the new essentiel
branch of the Havy. It was little enough to go on. In the German Army the
enginecrs ars called "Fioneers™; the early construction battzlions were
truly piooeors, and none more so than the first,

The szills and experiences of normsl {leet personnel were inadequate
for land construcfion, and a program for recruiting men skilled in construc-
tion work was started, with an attempt to interesi older men so that they
might contribute their skills and experience.

Persomnel officars at training stations scrutinised the records to
find men with trades, and men who had enlisted in the early excitement of
the war to pget a spesdy crack at the Japs were pullad out of their sacks
gt two A.M, =2nd told to move to another barracks, and not to ask so damned
many questions. Some of bhem still are wondering what caught them and "Who
done itl" Nearly all the non rated men in the first batLalion were plucked
out of general service. Fleet rater did not sdequately designate the duties
of mon in the construclion batzalions buf were used, and later readjustments
wara mada, although in ths confusion and rush ol forming the conmstruction
Battalions ratings were given out or withheld which seemed without justice
o men lnvoelvad,

The sarliest Detachment of Construction Battalions was recruited
S0 rapidly, and senl overseas so hastily that they still had hypodermic
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needles sticking in them from datention period, when they found thems=lves
on shipboard. They were called "the Hobcats" and woere bound for the Burma
doad s0 it was rumored. Regular officers and Chiefs at training stations
Were s0 swamped with the deluge of boot training that they left the Bobonts
strictly alone, and scuttlebutt flowed wildly. They left the Stztes on
Jan. 2?1 191'2 =

Officers, like the men, found that 1life iy a Mavy Lhat was giving
birth to = new corps could be very confusing, They had been called to
active service before the war to assist in building up the defense Program,
and as civil, mechanical, and electrieal enginears, mostly reservlsts,
they wers availeble for construction officers,

By the ¢nd of January 1942 enough men had heen recruitad to start
training men forconsuruction battaliona. They went through repular boot
training at Oreat Lakes, Norfolk, and Newport slthough some of them had
Jittle more indoctrination than thre¢ weeks of detention., Few groups had
i wowe magmenoe of training, A11 of them, Yewever, spent somo time after
st et g In ab hewb mampoat bolh Qauogieat ]-"nint., and &t various N.Y.A,
QEmpSs.

At Quonset Point the men were piven traiming at the Temporary
advanced training school. Classes were held in welding, Quonset hut
construction, water purification and evaporation, plumbing, diesel gen=-
erntors, and out doors in Field machinery barge assembly, and tank ersc-
tion. The clasoes werd condueled by civilians from the contractors work=-
ing at the Foint.

In Daviaville near the Airport The Mepsdit Ghapmarn and Scott Co.
sere manufacturing Quansst huts, and tours wore mede through the factory,
and through the village of huts of 11 types so that their construetion
and use could ba sean.

Also =t Davisville, the Navy operated a motor pool for storing
all types of mobils vulpement. befors shipment oversess.

Lectures were given on possible problems in foreign londs under
action. Every effort wns made bo impress the men with the seriousness of
their undertaking, and to acquaint them with the pgtablishment, and opora-
tion of Naval advanced base,

The men who came first to Quonset had luxurious guarters in the brick
barracks connscted to the gleaming mess hall by coverecd welkways. The walk-
uays ware handy protection against the dreary cold for which Quonset will
always be remembared by Southernars. The men who came carly, however, were
always in some sort of quarsnteen, and saldom hed n ehaneé to usd tha
racreation hell with ito beer garden, The men who came later lived in frame
barracks constantly dodging the breozes that cape through Lhe eracks, but
they did get 2 few trins to Frovidenes, and the use of the beer gnrden,



In January a contest was held to get a distinctive name and insignia
for the embrioniec construction battalions. The name Seabees (CBs) was
officially adopted, and the insignia became the now familiar apngry bee in
a bluejackats uniform, clutching ths tools of construction and war in its
mitts. A draftsman at Quonsst submitted the name and insignia,

The men were sent either before or after Quonset to N.Y.A. camps on
the Enst Coast or Middle West. Onc officer had charge of frem 100 te 300 men
and ehiefa. At W.YoA. camps the moen deilled half the time under marine
instructors. The rest of the time they worked in the shops of the NJY.A
camps end studied tholr trades.

it the N.T,A camps the pood comradoship between marinss and sesbocs
was first established. The marinc instructors gave drills inclose order
marching snd where possiblo inopen order combat. Lectures werc given on
military customs, small arms, comp ssnitation, and first -id. Soio practice
was given in indoor ranges with 22 caliber rifles,

The W.T.A. shops ware umisually wull equipped for insiructing welders,
machinists, metalsmiths, znd motor machinists; there wers also shops for
forging foundry and woodworking.

N.Y.A. camps varisd considerably as to leoeation and living condillons,
Some of them were lecated in Lewns, othoera wore out in the country. In
some the Navy men moved in with o minimum of trouble; in others a major job
of cleaning and painting had to be done before the quarters reached a Nuvy
standard of cleanliness, The slovenly way N.Y.A students were content to
live led to antagonism between Sesbiocs and the students.

In evary town, however, the Lowns people and the seabies wers on
cordial terms. The men who stayed a full month in any W.YV.A camp whare
libarty was grantod gemerously regard that period of their training as the
happiest time thay have had in the Havy.

The public was now informed about the Ssabees, and the dutiss ex-
pected of them., Early in Moreh the Seabeecs had sufficient men with primary
training, and experience in working and living together as a2 military con-
struetion organization to form the First Battalion.

On Farch 13, 1942 all wnits at NW.Y¥.A Oampa or Quonset Point were
srfirained for Norfolk where camp Allen was under construction on land bet-
wean Horlolk Country Club and N.0.B. That week end the units arrived frow
the Cnpn Ohnrles Ferry by bussoes with eries of "Are we Trail Blagers" and
"Look at the mud." At that time the entrance to Camp Allen was the back
door through the woods, =nd the reins had turned the area into a swamp of
mid ,  Bulldings were only partialiy finished, jlaster was still grosn and
the Lonting awvd pluombing quitn confused.

That weekend was raw =nd chilly and the only warm places in camp were
the galley or the temporary shed over the field boiler, DBrinking fountains
drippoed worm water, while the shiworr had codd wator only. The radiators
W=re oot hwokod up at ol1.




On Monday morning, however, intensive closze order drill was started
on the parade prounds which had lately been a corm field, and where the corn
stuble was still standing. Men and officers too, found that a buzzing sound
accompanied them to bed; it went "Dreep, two three four your left". It was
a considerably different sound than the "Hip hip," of a Navy Boot camp, or
the "Hut, Hut," of the Army. It was the marching cadence of the Marines
and Seabees.

During the week bulldozers came bo the ['ield to assist the feet of the
Sesbees in smoothing out the corn field, and on Saturday morning, March 21
Camp Allen was formally commissioned with a dress parade during a pelting
rainstorm.,

Camp Allen was too new for the First Battalion to derive the baznefits
that Battalions received from training there. It was then more of a formation
canter and finzl supply base for men going over seas,

Drills and lectures were a continuation of those given at other camps.
This period, however, pave a heedad discipline, and opportunity for formation
of companies. Persommel problems were worked over; men exchanged as needed
by different companies; and & complement of rates established, FPersomal gear
was inspected and more gear wes issuad.

The First Battalion was divided into four Companies and a headguarters
company. Companies A and B with 2alf of Headquarters made up the Second
Detachment, and Uompanies C and D with the rest of Headguarters made up the
Third Detachment. There was no First Detachment.

Very few men remember Camp Allen with any fondness, nor Norfolk. The
camp life was rather unpleasant because of confusion and mud and unfinished
bunildings. A trip to Norfolk was a chore, and the city offered little in
the way of recreation, Getting back to cemp was a problem at first, because
practically nobedy knew anything about Camp Allen or its loecation including
streabl car conductors and taxi-cab deivers. It was almost necessary the
first few days in Camp Allen to blaze a trail to tewn so that you could find
your way bacs,

liberty was very spasmodie, and puard duty flourished like a weed.
Somz of the men kept themselved so wall hidden that they missed the drilling
and were scen only at chow bime cr in the liberty line. A few others didn't
show up for a week,

Weekend liberty was finally granted the woekend before Easter, and
men had 2 chance to ses their Tamiliss for the first time since they joined
the Navy. For men in the Third Detachment this would zlse be the last time
they had llberty in the Stotes, l'or they were to leave an Baster Sunday
(four monthe to the day after Penrl Harbor) on l4e start of their long trip
to Base Roses, and shortly alf'ter that the Second Detachment sailed for Base
Bleacher.
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THE STORY OF THE SECOND DETACHMENT |

The Second Datachment of the First Construction Bzttalion left Camp
Allen by bus and boarded tha U,S5.5. Neville at the docks of Norfolk N.0.B.
on the morning of April Bth, 19L2, the wednesday after Ezster, [our months
alter the bombing of Peerl Harbor. Inasmuch as the gangway was at the
stern and the troop guarters were in the foreward holds, considerable ef-
fort and time was wasted getting men and gear through the passageways to
the forecastle. Considering the crowded, che=srlsss aspect of the rank holds,
ane the prospect of having to live like calttle lor a long time, the noon
meal on board was surprisingly good.

The Neville moved from the dock in the nfterncon and anchoraed in
Hampton Roads, She was not ready to go to sca, and the ships company was
hustling to I'inish securlng the tenk lighters and crash boats which made
up o clumsy dieck lond. To run these small boats the ship had a large com-
plament. of Coast Cuard Surfmen on board, which made the scene a mixed one
of regular Navy men, resarves, coastguardsmen, Seabecs, base forea, army,
and oven one morina as & master at arms.

At dawn April 10th the Neville weighed anchor to join the convoy
forming in Chesapeake Bay. Decause of the dangor from enemy submarines
then most active =long thae Atlantic Coast the convoy of nearly 30 ships
flieaded straight out to sea for two hundred miles or more, before turning
south., Instead of usinp the Windward Papsnpe, the Mona Passape into the
Carribean w=s used for secrecy so that, in the week it teook to reach Colon,
land was seen but onee when going past Mona lsland anc Forto Riee.

A routine was reachad cn board and life became zndursble. The
Neville was mot an ideal transport, but shs was afficiently run. As she
plowad into the Carribean the heat in the holds boeame almost unbéarable,
and the men who could find slesping space topsidos slept in the open de-
spite the prospect of rain squalls =wvary night. Below decks the holds
filled with bunks somcetimes Five tier hiph and #so close together that a
man could not roll ovar or sleep on his side, and permeated with the smell
of sweet and heads, were hardly a happy tome, but the ships crew lived in
eondilions almost as bad so nobody could squawk. The food rumsined sur-
prizsingly pood, but the hast in the hold which was the mess holl made meals
an ordaal; =znd mess duty 2 torture,

Immediately af'ter going to sea, security watches and cleaning de-
tails wars posted. OSeabses volupnteered to go on gun watches, which turned
Ut Lo be relatively good duty, for the pun nests were the only spots on
tnard where a man could find a place to ait down without waiting in line.
Tha naunl daily abandon ship drills were hisld.



The Nevills laft Norfolk in a dreary foggy morning and all the first
day the weather was fopgpy and the s%crm increased., The seas off Hatters are
famous and a good portion of the men on board were sick. After iwo days,
however, the opean calmed down, and with warmer weather 1ife became com-
fortabla topsides and the men found their sea-legs. GSoon Ilying fishes were
skirmming over the water and the Southern Cross appearsd above the horizon.
At dawn on April 1Hth the mountairs of Panama wers toc bz seen of the star-
board bow. During the morning the convoy entered the Fort of Colon, and
left the battleships snd destroyers sscorting it. By noon-time the first
shipe were threading their way into the canal. On board the Neville every-
body topsides wore whites, and the chiefs had their first chance to dress

Up,

Along with Clying fish and the Southern Cross this was the first
tine most of the men had seen the Fanama Canal, and 211 afterncon long the
Seabees kept remaridng about the engineering accomplishment of the big diteh
with its many locks and man-made Getun Lake. Late in the afternoon the
Neville reached Balboas, and was tied up alongside the Covernmment dock just
at dusk,

Only a few officers were allowed to go ashore so the men had to be
content with mersly looking at what could be seen of Balboz from the deck.
That night fresh provisions of bananas, lemons, and cabbape were hoisled
aboard.

In the morning a netive boy hawded newspapsrs on the dock and beat
and from the half-English, half-Spanish newspapers the Seabees learned that
Tokic had been bombed the day they passed through the Canal.

The heat in Fanama was the worst yet encountered and the morning
Was spent trying to get cool. OSince the Neville was connected to water
lines on the dock, fresh water was ample to be had for the only time of the
voyage; 50 4 greab many baths were taken, and much leundry washed. Whites
wera the uniform of the day every day for the enlisted passengers, and
next to the problem of finding room on deck to sit or slesp, the problem
on how to wash whites was the worst. The beat deck had a certain area for
scrubbing clothes, and a few clothes lines were rigged, but there was never
sufficient space, and frosh water was measured out with almost eyedropper
Frugality.

At noon on April 19th the convoy l=ft tha Canal and was escorted
out of Balboa for a hundred miles by racing PT boats. For the rest of the
trip the convey was protectad by numsrous tin-cans, and two old [our-
stacker cruissrs.



From Balboa the conboy headed for the Equator just beyond the
Galapagoes Islands, and then cruised along the Equator to a spot just
north of the Marguesas Islands after which it made a line for Hase Bleacher,
(Tongatabu), with of course a great deal of zig-zagging in convey fashiom.

The trip across the Pacific settled into & monotonous routine broken
only by crossing the Equator, and by a side trip for the HNeville Lo Bora
Boras. OCuriously the weather along the Equator wes quite comfortable by
comparison wWith the haat of Pansma.

Very little time was devoted to the ceremony of making shellbacks
out of the pollywogs when the line wWas crossed. Some few victims took
most of the hazing and although the Capt. realized the importance of making
shallbacks out of pollywogs he did not permit it to interfer with the
oparation of the ship in a war zone.

One night after a day in which there had been much blinking to and
from the bridges of ships in the convoy, the Neville began to vibrate as
more st=am was Torced into the turbines, and broke away from the conboy
together with a Duteh ship and a tincan. All nipght long the three ships
sped on with no zig-zagging, and turning over the knots as if they were
thoroughbreds out for an airing. Early next morning tha bouble peaked
Mountain of Bora Bora came into sight and at a little after 0900 the ships
were ir the beautiful harbor, Replacements and their gear were disembarked
for the Bobeats, and by 1100 tYe Beville and the other ships were again
underway, apeeding back to join the convoy. Just at dusk the convoy uWas
sighted by the lookout, snd in a short time the Neville was at its old place
in the convoy slowly steaming along as the leading ship. This side trip
to Bora Bora was an example of expert navigation and timing.

At about this time a group of ships broke off from the convay,
prosumably Lo form another task force. Also at sbout this time news of
the Coral Sea Batitle was released by the ships news.

The last week of the voyage field equipment was issued. Rifles,
packs, canteens, and ponchos added to the bulk of personnal gear, and
for a while the helds were crowded with men lsarning how to roll field
packs, and olly with the cosmoline that ocozed from the rifles. The rifles
ware old 038, and so many springs went sailing over the ship's side that
orders were given nol Lo clesn any more bolts.



The Chiefs went into a conference with the Officers and came back
with the news that the Second Detachment was to land on Tonga Tabu, and
that Fleld packs were to be ready for use. Little more inlformation was
given excepr that the Tonga was large flat island, and had a remarkably
fine health record.

On May %th the I=land of Tonga Tabu was sighted in the afterncon
with the blue hill of fua seemingly a part of it. Juet before nightfall
tha lendsman called out the numbér of fathoms at the spot in Tonga Harbor
where the Neville was assigned to moor, and the chain roared out of the
Hawse pipe. The Neville wes anchored after a voyage of thirty deys in
which she crossed Lhe date line ama lost a calendar day.

From the ship Tonga was lovely to sue after so long a trip, and
Nikunlofs the capital of the group resembled a summer resort in the States.
white housos with rad roofs, and a number of Australian pines made a
strange contrast with the background of palmtreas. The Queens palace snd
a small dock gave the impression that the convoy had come to some favorite
spot of the pay ninctics.

Except for the senior officers nobody wenb ashore that nmight. In
the morning a small detail went ashore to stay at a vacant houso that had
been selected for Navy B.0.Q. and prepars it for quarters. Unloading -
partics ware sent out to differcnt ships, but 1littls was accomplished
because there wns no gear ready.

For the next few days the man lived on board tha Weville and
operated from the ship. The Neville while waiting its turn at the dock
unloadad by means of tank lighters snd lightened the depth of water it
wag drawing. ZEventually the Neville was docked and an amazing quanity eof
ammunition, mines, and bombs began to swing over the side; if one cnemy
torpedo had hit the Nevills there would have becn 2 wondariul explosion.

Considaring that a survey ship had baen in the harbor fer six weeks,
and that a task force with the Lexington had been in two wesks before the
Seahoc convey arrived, the misinformation about Tonga was collosal, and
the information given by BuYD terrible meagre. MNorsover a Navy patrol
squadron, and the mine laying detachment had all ready set up a happy
homa when the eonvoy landed,

Tonga Tabu is flat, it is true, but it has not been a howling
Wl ldernass unbuyown to whiteman for a century or more, and the natives
whao B9k A all <wrow dhe Hardi e had,hy bha i Daptdan Cook dipeovaroa
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Tonga near the end of the 18th Century, developed 2 high type of civi-
lization and the land was carefully cultivated. Qus=en Salots, the pre-
sent ruler and famously ‘wge Queen of Tonga, belongs to one of the oldest
dynastic linos atill in power. Although Torga is under New Zealand
protection and foreign affairs are acted upon only with the advice of the
British Counsul, it is the one Island in the South Pacific which still hos
its own povernmant and is free.

The natives are Folynesians, although there are numerous half-
castes and large colony of duropeons. There is practically no illitueracy,
and many of the Tongans spsak snglish &s well as their own language.
Living conditions are so easy that Tongans might be considered indolent,
but if they can sec a reason for vorking they ara intelligent, and somee
timss skillful workers.

Tonga is a [lat coral island with cxtensive reafs around it it
has a large harbor, znd many lagoons, but ro rivers or lakes. Drinking
water is ugually rainwater collected in cisterns, but wells may be dug
which have good water in most cases. A large porticn of the island is
carefully cultivated, copra and bananas being the chief exports, and the
natives live off the lana except for clotYiing and luxuries like sugar
and tinnybauefl. Thure are lots of pigs on the island which run wild, and
quite a few horsas.

Along the waterfront the Amaericans found a good small concrote
dock for ships not drowing more than 22 feat of water, a coral causway
to water desp znough for small ships and barges, and a part-causuway part
trestle structure extending to water deep cnough for barges with a narrow
guage railroad for mine carriages. The two cuascways were prepared by
the Tongan Defense Force; this organization composed of notive troops
trained uncer Now Zealand officers was previously the only dafense of
the islond. It had rounded up enomy aliens, evacuated Buropean women to
Auckland, and on =diet fram Queen Salota hed svacusted natives to the
bush from Mikualof'a except for traders and government employascs. There
was a natuwork of roads sufficient for a start,

Th2 initial unloading of ships was done by tank lighters, except
for the ships which had time to comz up Lo the dock. Unfortuantely all the
things nestlad first such as pontoons and barge parts, mechanics tools,
drafting cquipment ete., werce slowed in the boltom of the holds. Day
aftar day men would report to different ships for unleading details, and
in tuslve hours would unload a tank lighter load of fruit juices in a
vl A whara inlaeis el ﬂ-wnﬂu.—-. Forwird® wead®a umilerwman e bhene m‘lt}hh uot. even




Tonga near the and of the 18th Century, developed & high type of civi-
lization znd the land was carefully cultivated. Queen Szlots, the pre-
sent ruler and lamously huge Queen of Tonga, belongs to one of the oldaest
dynastic linos still in power. Although Tornga is under New Zealand
protection and foreign affairs ars acted upon only with the advice of the
British Counsul, it is the one Island in the South Pacific which stlll has
its own povernmant and is free,

The natives are Polynesians, although there are numerous half=-
castes and large colony of furopeans. There is proctically no illiteracy,
and many of the Tongans spsak Snglish as well a5 their own language.
Living conditicns are so easy that Tongans might be considered indolent,
but if they can ses a reason for working they ara intelligent, and some-
timese skillful workers.

Tonga is a flet coral island with extensive resfe around it it
has a large harbor, and many lagoons, but no rivers or lakes. Drinking
water is ugually rainwater collected in cisterns, but wells may be dug
which have good water in most cases. A large portion of the islapd ia
carefully cultivated, copra and bananas being the chief exports, and the
natives live off the land except For clothing and luxuriss like sugar
and tinnybeel’. Thure sro lots of pigs on the island which run wild, and
quite a few horsas.

Along the waterfront the Amaricans found a good small concrote
dock for ships not drawing more than 22 feat of water, a coral causway
to water desp anough for small ships and barges, and a part-causway part
trestle structure extending to water deup uncugh for barges with a narrow
guape railroad for mine carriages. The tWo cuaséways were prepared by
the Tongan Defense Force; this organization composed of notive troops
trained under Now Zealand officers was previously the only defense of
the islond. It had rounded up enomy aliens, evacuated Buropean women to
Auekland, and on =diet fron Queen Salotas hed svacuzted natives to the
bush from Nikualof'a except for traders and government employacs. There
was a natwork of mads sufficient for a start.

Thz initial unloading of ships was done by tnnk lighters, except
for the ships which had timz to comz up to the dock. Unfortuantely all the
things needed first such as pontoons and barge parts, mechanics tools,
drafting cquipmant éte., were slowed in the bottom of the holds. Day
aftar day men would report to different ships lor unloading details, and
in twalve hours would unlaad a tank lighter load of fruit juices in &
pdnie whoaed andneia mel dorgeses Fowol doo onknown, e bhey sight nol even
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unload a c.se of fruit juices il mo tank lighter were available, They
might spend an svening on 2 waierless dutch ship waiting for a shore
boat back to a supperless canmp.

sventually pontoons were available for barges; indeed shortly
later there seemed to be enough pontoons floating around Tonga to make
a bridge back to America, Like the Jeep the Wavy pontoon is a versitile
little cuss; it is useful mot only for barges, it is also useful for
water tanks and native cisterns. As soon as the barges were assembled,
and a routine extablished at the piers the Seebees really bepan to shove
cargo shore, expecially as soon 25 the riggers had made up slings and
other gear that had bheen missing to start with.

The first material to come ashore from nearly all ships was a
fearfull eollectlion of ammunition. This was all laken back in the bush
where not even a Tongan had been befora. Nobody wanted to carry a 500
pound bomb around in his hip pocket: the men unloading the holds were in
a sWweat to gt rid of Lhe explosives arcound them, znd the men in theo
bush ware sgually anrious to get rid of the explosives, and aven more
anxious to get out of the jungle where the vines and damp made a mans
outlookx on life rather despondent.

Similiar to the miasmaiic conditions of the jungle was the order
of command on the Island, The Army fought the Navy, and the Base force
squebbled with the Seabeas. Inasmuch as the colonel of the Army personnel
cutranked, the Commander of the Base and the C.0. of the Base outranked
the Lt. Commdr. of the Seabees the order of command wes z sorry one for
the First Construction Battalion.

ATter two nights ab the dock the Heville was unloaded and ready
te tubt to aea again, &0 the Seabees woere put agshore. The only trouble
was that nobedy with any taste, or even the ability fo pay attention to
a leetups in camp sanitation, had prepared & camp site. The army having
cone ashare [irst had grablbed all the echoice spots shd left an area of
svwamps and marshes for the nmavy bivouac, cne nile from the dock in
Faofanega. 'There Was no excuss, however for placing the nzvy galley next
to a hog wallew and less bhan a hundred feel From a latrine.

Jith the old song, "We're tenting tonight on the old camp grounds"
in the mind the Seabess pitehed Lheilr ponchos and the onc or two svallable
tents in the cocoarmut grove that was part of the Catholic mission, and,
alter 2 hearty mesal of cold ration "C" prepared for sleep midst the
underbrush, OSinece nobody was the least bit sleapy, the hundred or more
Tongans who had rallied around with lanterns, tangerine, and a willing-
na2es to Leach the tongan words fer "hello" and "pretty girl" were 2 walecoms
diversion. WVery scldon after that was Seabge without a native friend, and
Tongans will mever lack friends in America.
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On ihe wator front as the proceedurs for unloading was improvad
more and morzs men Were released for construction work, although for the
firat two months in Tonga at least half of the men were angaged in
unlording ships, and storing meterials in the bush or in the various
warehousas the Americans had leased from local owners. Thars was no
one storsge arsa but material was storad in many places near town with
csmouplapge piven a5 much consideration as ssgrogation or ultimste usa.
The big warehouse formerly a Burns Philips store and recently a movie
which was called Red Barn became the center of all supplies and was
under the Base Bleacher Supply Department. MNavy headguarters for both
the Base and Seabees was established at Army 5.0.8. at Nikualofa in a
large residence near Red Pier.

Next to unloading ships, fortification of the island was of
most importance to prepare for the time when the fleet would not be
in the harbor., The Seabea made foundations for three pairs of big
naval guns and mounted them, although the army was to man them.

About two weeks after Camp haofanga was opened the "Ineident
of Maofanga" occured. An unidentified plane appeared in the sky, and
in the harbor several of the ships began banging away with their three
ineh guns. Nobody at Headquarters knew what 4t was all about, and
neither did most of the army apparently, The inti-aircraft batteries
did, because they did nothing. The plans was finally discovered to
be a4 New Zealand plane, and the pilot was a trifle annoyed about his
reception although nothing happened to him except thzit ke had o bumpy
end to his flight, While it lasted, however, the excitement was intense,
Natives went streaking by te find their foxholes in the bush, Half-
tracks went someplace only te come right back again, and at Camp Mao-
fangs cveryonc was running around trying to get rifles which had been
put in the armory. The most fun came from ducking bullets from a B.A.R.
which had become jammed and kept on Firing until its magazine was ampty.

In the early days of the base at Tonga there was conalderable
activity from the fleet in Nikualofa Harbor. A hospital ship, a
repair ship, minesweeper, net tender, tug and attendent ships stayed
in Lhe harbor for months. MNearly a1l the capltal shiuvs in the South
Pacific cams into Tonga for supplies at one time or amothar; one
aircraft carrizr came for repeirs after a direct bomb hit at Guadalcanal
and several other flat tops came in for fresh loads of bombs, Part
of thz task force that attacked Guadaleanal was formed in Tonga, and
marinss had their last libarty in Nikualofa before going into action.
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The most intimate contact with the fleel came however, when sur=-
vivars of the old Lex were brought into Tonga a wegk after Tonga was
oceupiod. They were destitute and Seabees and Bleachers dug down into
their seabags to give them a change of eclothing. They brought vivid
accounts of the Coral Sens nnd Midway battles. Eventually some of them
wers arsigrned to duty at Hase Hlezacher.

The defense of the lsland was the job of the Army but the Harbor
was in the hands of the lavy. A mine laying detechment was in Tonga when
the convoy arrived and as soon as barges had beon assembled Seabeses helped
to lightar the mines from the mine depot to the mine laying ship. Also
Navy was the V.0.5. patrol squadron which had its base in the Maofanga
Catholic Colloge, and 2 tomporary ramp just bzlow Camp kaofanga.

Canp Haofangz was split into several divisions. Company A and
Headgquarlers Company staysd under the palms at the Catholie Plantation.
Company B moved out in thu bush near the gas tonka, while the Base Bleacher
camp was still furthar out in the bush 2t a place nicknamed "Monkey Bottom',
The tent camps were improved by issuing mor: tents, more cots, and by
adding wooden floors, snd Ilmproving the galleys, Eveniually thatched sheds
werg put up for messhalls, For bathing the men dug shallow wells behind
thedr tents,

B.0.Q vwas a rather crowded establishment, at [irst even after two -
Quonsel Huts had been added. Sventually some of the officers moved into
houses rentad in Nikuelofa, or to camps at Maofanga or havelu, and only
a few officers remeined 2t old 5.0.Q The officers had their first club
in a house in Nikualofa belonging to the estate of a wealthy trader. Later
an officers elub was bullt out of two arny hwuts with a2 wing conmnecting
them for the bar; it was a pleasant place, attractively psinted, and dec-
orat:d with mermeid murzals by an artist off of a visiting tanker.

In bibical fashion it rained for forty days end farty nights start-
ing the week after the convoy arrivea, and this turned evaryplace into
a sea of mud. The raln and mud made the camp cheerless, and as hleckouts
were carsfully observed the nights were long. Army rations wore the
only food for a long time and this combined with indicriminate eating
of old vocoanuts fallen on the ground combined to give everybody a mild
case of dysentry.

The most importent work to be done on Tonge by Seabees was the
tank farm, warchouses and magazines, and later on army hospital.

Work began on the warchousass, snd msgozines as soon g8 material had
come shora. The man en the tank erew wore kept on unloading details mueh
longer than anyons =lse exeapt those mon who becams permanent riggers nnd
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barge operators; finally however, there was enough materizal ashore for
the tanke and work was started on them. OCarpenters were bugy from the
start on putting up huts, temporary warehouses, towers, and radio mastis,
and the surveyors went crazy trying to keep ahesad of the work or in
catehing up to it as the case might be.

Except for Waval Headguarters, enginesring coordinaticn rested at
the small house near the camp which was used by the surveyors for a
drafting room. A preat deal of work was done solely in the fiela as
gonditione arose rather than being worked out first in the office.

Life at Maofanps slipped into a routine of working from "ecan see!
to "can't ses". Hecreztion had to be devised by the men themselves ex-
eept. for a rare jittery movie proviged by Hed Cross or an evening of
recordings from the Red Cross truck. Buchwhacking became the most pop-
ular sport, and some of the men learrnsd to speak Tongan. MNative dances
were scon forbidden, but before theypot stopped they wero popular too.
Nikualofa was out of bounds, but since restrictions were loosely held,
the so-called coffee shops downtown became popular, and Nislsen's Board-
ing house wad so rushed 1t turned trade away. Bast ef all when it could
be coaxed into making 2 trip through the mud was the bank of the 1LT7th
Infantry.

Late in June work started on & new camp for the Sesbees at Havelu "
about two miles inland from Nikuwaleofa. It was planned for a persansnt
camp and guonset huts wers put up for Lhe palley, olficers, and recreatien,
but tents were usad for the men. Washrooms with showaers wers erscted and
put zn end to the bucket baths, It was heavily woodes area with many
hardwood Lrees and excellent shelter from the air.

A well was dug at kavelu which became the principal weztering point
for the Havy, water being transportod bto. othoer camps by trucks. Here-
tofore watcr had been obiained from evaporators or from the Tongan well
at Agriculturzl Farm. Soon alter this, use of evaporators was abandonsd
except at Hed Pier. In addition to wells 2t Hpvelu and the Hospital, the
vzobeas magae five more woells less frequently used.

About the middle of July the Seabees moved Lo Havelu after a
weakend of tropical rain had delayed them. The men working on tanks,
and barge operators stayed at Maclanga so that they would be living near
thelr work. UOne reason for the damp al Havelu was that in the future
most of the Deabee projects would be nearer to Hevelu than Maofanga.
Also having separate camps essed & great desl of the friction betwesn
Seabees and the Bleachers.



15

Camp Maofanga was well built up befors the Seabses left so that
everybody in Maofanga lived ipn Quonszt huts. The camp arsa was cleaned
out and aventually Canp Maofanga beczme an ideal camp, instead of a
morass. The chow became beiter from the beginning than the chow in the
Seabee galley, and socon as good as any to be found in the South Facific,
particularly when greon vegotables were to be had from the army garden.
Chow at the Seabee camp never was very good and frequently was downright
bad.

The latter part of July it became necessary to do some road build-
ing. A nat work of roads had besn made by the Tongan povernment, buk
very littla of the total milsage had been surfaced, and none of the roads
were good snough bo stena up under military trafiice. At times during
the rains iL became necessary to stop all trucks for nothing could keep
moving in tho worat of the mud. Eventueslly the important roads wers
surfaced with coral esither by Seabees or by the Army, and the Seabsss
built thirvy miles of new rozd in addition to the hundred miles of old
rosds waieh thoey maintained. To pet coral for surfacing roans and for
concrets the Sesbess operated two large ruarries, and a stone crushar.
Thay also set up another erusher and operated it for a short time bafore
turning it over to the Army.

More and more natives were used in tha gquarries, for unloading
ships, and for peteral laborsrs until more than & thousand wera on tho
Havy payroll, They were roeruited from as Tar sway as Vavao. Ordinarily
thay wers usad as laborers, but some of them carned ratings a3 skilled
workman or nativa foremen end raceived better wapes. LGvenbtuslly tha lagy
natives Wers wesdsd out, and the ones who kept on working were proud of
bezeoming junior seabess, They loved the war cry "Get on tha ball" and
frequently used it on Lhemselves.

Work on the tank farm progressed rapidly considsring the dif-
Fieulty of potling material through the marsh whare the tenk farm was
located, and the way tank parts were strewn all over the island. 1In
nearly all the work first done in Tonga 211 earth work had to be moved
with hickory boom shovéls, snd the leveling of the sites for the tanks,
and the brenchcs for the pipe was hard work. A preat deal of time and
ummecessary sWeat could have Desn saved with & fow pisces of heavy
equipnznt. As soon as Lhe 26 five hunared bbl. tanks had been erscted
the pipeling was startsd, and the tank crev moved on to ths 20 ten
thougand bol. tanks for fuel oil, sno the two ten thousand bbl, tankz
for diescl oil.

The Warehouss crews ware also handicapped by not having any
heavy equipment for moving dirt, and all grading hod to be done by hand.
The warehouses warn of flat curved rool type, and in all 26 warehouses
were erccted, 7 of them being built for the Army.
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The Mapazine crews had one of th: worst and mosi disagreable joba,
for the magazines were located in the thicksst jungls to hide them from
the sky, and the men werc pestered by mosquitoes. Every parl of the
erection of the magazines was hard, physical labor and the men had to work
and sweat in the middle of a steaming, insgct loaded jungle.

By the ond of Suptember, the tank farm was well along with its
pipe line, and all the tanks were up. The warehouse and magazinaes were
ovar hall completed, and the nose hanger was finished at Maofanga, 2nd
thors was £ 1lull in building Quonset huts. BEnough mon were free to start
the army hospital rolling on a production bagis.

Ever since the miadle of July the proposed nrsa for a hospital
at Houma near the blowholes on the west side of the islane, had been
surveyed and studied lor the best arrangement of the proposed Cifty
ward hospital. Due to a totopraphy that sloped tha wrony way, tonsid-
aration had to be given first to the sewer lina so that ths sewer could
be installed with out unnecesscry cutting., Finally the hospital was
planned as a semlcircle which involved considerasbla work for the survey-
ors; the bush was so thick that a major error might casily have gone
undetectad, but whan the project was completed everything came oul as it
had beon planned,

ibout tha middle of jugust work had bign gtart=d on buildings at
the hospital, whers a well had boen deiven. In building the first Crame
building of the hospital, trouble was sncounterod because of the poorly
draun army plans in which dimensions werc badly astimatsd, and the
trusses déesigned with a humorous disrugard for engingering practice.
This building was cut by hand, and worksd over until thz wrinkles had |
been ircned out and 2 safe basis had been established for production. |
For the rest of the buildings all tha cutting was done at the sawmill,
grected on a production basis by craws specialising in onc¢ phase of
procs=durz. At the mill which was conposed of all avzilable skillsaws,
and a homemade hoavy dubty cireular sauw podersd by a modzl T enging,
the material was cut by jigs, Whenever possible, material for doors,
trussss, 2tc,, were assambled by jigs. In the field there were crews
for cach phease of wrection 1iKe foundztion crow, floor laying crew,
etecs Towards tha end of the work a record of starting and completing
a 20" by 160' building in a day was established.

This would have been an cxcellent record in the States; it was
a record 10 be e=ven more pleased about where so many diffieulties of
supply were éncountere«d. For instance = shortape of nails appearad,
and it was nocessary to use 16d nails for sheathing on the last buildings
to be built, which necessarily made it impossible to salvage them in
evant the buildings wery torm down. Also thero were no good hammors,
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and an inadegqunte supply ol poor ones. Flumbing fixturas had Lo be
made sut of black sheet iron, which gave a short 1ife expzclancy to the
urinals and wasted solder prodigiouwsly. Originally the roofs were to
hava bean made of shoeething covered with celotox snd the whole woter-
proofed with tarpaper; unfortunatsly se much shesthing had been usad
for tent decxs zgnd other purposes that there was hardly anough for the
sldes. With but celotax undarnesth the tor-peper it was no job at all
for a palm tros to obomb the devil out of a roof, and it was necesssry
to scnd nuatives into the trees and cestrate z2ll the palms within bomb-
ing distanca.

On the hospital job more notives thsn ever before were uscd,
mostly as laborers, but sometimes as carpenters,

Bverbody who worked on the hosvital was plegsed with the speed
with which cvarything was organiz.d sna sccomplished. This fecling of
pride was short livad, however, For ths army hospitzl was never used
a§ an avacuating hospital. The successful battle of Salvo Island in
thea Solomong complotud the victorias of the Corgl Sea, snd Midway; Tonga,
befora its projects were complete, ws=s obsolete znd out of the war zona,

Execpt for the men on the island few paltionts cver had a chance
to use the facilities of the hospital which as it nespad complaetion
in Movembzr included 30 wards, surgical ward and lsboratory, LWo mess
halls, two werchouses, 10 quarters for perscnncl ineluding nursds, and
five buildings for administretion and facilities. & weter tower with
# water line, sswage line, three gencerstors snd overhead wiras, and a
covered wellway Crom messhalls to surgical wards pave complete serwvice.

The hospital has never bsen much used and it is not economical
to szlvage it, One may add that it was there ready to be uscd if the
tide of war had not turned in our favor, and a more ideal spot for
convalascants is hard to imsgine.

Comp 1ife at Havelu grew into o cateh ns cateh can sort of
existance, and was grast for men who did not wish to be disturbed st
their hobbies, which took forms of inbsrsst making music on the bazocka
( a nail kep bass fiddle) to watching drops fsll from a copper coil.
Ones in a while there was & raid somewhst reminiscent of prohibition
days but usually the tent cemp was enlisted men's territory and officers
Enew no morc sbhout it than they did the losb city of Alantis.

Occasionally an ingpection was haeld on Sundey, but the officers
did not inopoct your t=eth and look at your hooves for stone bruibes
the way you wers inspscted 2t haofanga where things were mors military.
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Bushwhacking was perhaps the most favorite sport at Havelu, and
some of the men became asproficient as the natives; they could come back
from a kava circle over two rlles of native patho through the bush when
1t was pitch black, and reach their tent with out stumbling over one tent
peg. Some men never left camp except to go to work, but most Seabees
had mors than a casual acquaintaince with Tongan ways, although only few
went native completely.

Thers was a brisk trade in souvenirs., WNearly everybody had some
tortoise shell jewelry. Acres of fau trees were cut down by Tongans to
make grass skirts, and mats. OGome men became adept at opening cocoanuts,
a8 uselul sccomplishmenlt on the job where cocoanut milk was froguently
the only safe drink to be had,

Although the tank farm, warshouses, mapazines, and hospital were
tha more obvious projects on Tonga, there werc other jobs which totaled
almost as much work as the more noticable things. In all 600 Quonset
huts were erected; perhaps half of them werg built for the Army in which
cafie soldiers did some of the work under Sepbee supervision. Desides
the main camps at Havelu and Biaofangs there were numerous small camps
for radio, sono=buoy etc; one big camp was bullt for a seaplane basa
for which over 60 huts were arectea near Haofanpa complete with galloy
and services. The seaplane camp was eventually torn cown withoug being
used .

A great deal of work was dons for the army. Showers with water
tanks on tovers were built for several army camps. OSeabees painters with
erews of soldiers did comoflape work snd surveyors tested the ranje of
the artillary. Ansther side job was making four-holsrs latrinas for all
the army; the poor fellow who cut holss lor several thousand rear ends
deserves n spacial medal for completing what must eventually have bacona
a monotenous and unminspiring job subject fto all the dull wit of his
shipmates.

Inasmuch a8 the base at Tonga was primarily a fleet supply base
a considerabls crew of men worksd from almost the beginning at erecting
and maintaining cefriperstors. At first this was done for ithe army
quartermasters with 80 outdcor one hundred-fifty foot refrigerators in
hikualofa. A5 the warehouses wera completed a pair of 6,800 cu. ft.
rofecrs were installed in five of the warehouses, and outdoor refers
were taken ouf of use. BSeabees maintained all the refrigerztion on the
island not only storage but for the various camps of both navy and army,
and Yad 2 crew who held continuous wateh over the big storape relars.
In a1l 72,00 cu ft of refrigeration was installed, and eventually 58,000
cu ft was dismatled and shipped ocut; eiphty 150 cu £t outdoor refers
were Used ohd shiuped out.
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Closely connected with the refriperation crews were the electricians,
& large portion of their work was donme with the refrigeration crew. They
of course wired up many camps and areas [or power and light. Except at
the hospitsl 21l wiring was laysd underground. Approximately 30 milas of
cable was run and 30 large diesel generators were installed not counting
portable penerators.

The abortive scapleane camy has all ready Leen mentioned; a8 part
of tha seaplana base o ramp and parking area was started for PHYs but
never finishea, It waz planned to make a wide ramp out to the edge of
the shore resf but only 300 feet of ramp was filled when the trucks were
put on other work,

Next to the material haulea for roadbuilding, Lhe earthwork hauled
for berms around the tanks In the tank f'arm was bhe biggest job of earth-
moving. The berms were built in & reasonable length of time only because
in October some heavy equipment znd back dump trucks became available;
this equipment had boen dealayed baczause of a balky ship. Onece work on
the berms was started it was carriad on continuously 2L hours a day, and
one of the faw small hills of which Nikualofa boasted was nearly demolished
by tha shovel operators and tha quarry clew.

Tenga because it was so flat was an ideal place for an alrport.
The large airport in the middle of the island which was started by the
New Zealanders was completed by American Civilian engineers and the Army.
Some Seabees, however, worked at thes airport as operators and lived thers
while working.

It was planned to have 2 pipeline bring gas to the sirport {rom
tha tank farm 11 milas away. After a surveying crew had spent several
weeks making a study of the best route which would still have crossed
two wide lagoons the pipeline was abandonad, The airport naver became
active and it was possible Lo suuply its needs by tank trucks.

The last Naval battle of thz Solomons changed things no end in
Tongn. The Army hospital was never used. 375 of the guenset huts were
torn down. The week that the last of 51 smmunition mapazinzs wera being
finished orders came to tezr aown 30 pagezines. All but 1L,000 cu.ft.
of refrigeration was torn down., A lsundry had been startea but was
abandoned almost as soon a= the foundatlon wap poured,

From the midaole of Deecember uwntil the Second Detachment left
Tonpa the bigpest parl of the work wag Learing down Lhe things it had
built, and crating them for shipmant. Unly the tank farm was lalt
intact.
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The outstanding feat of this period Was accomplished by a salvage
detzil which unlcadsd = wWrecked ship which Had run on a reef near Turtls
Island halfway between Tonga ang Piji. On Deccmber btk 2 crew of 1 men
under a firsl class Boabswains hate was ordered to the wreck; they 1eft
50 hurriedly that no one was equipped sither with clothss or money for
4 long stay.

The ship on the resf was apt to go to piceces (which sventually
it did) with all its valuable cargo. With much labor snd dapger because
of the exposcd position of Ghe wreck the crew salvaped four million dollars
worth of eguipment. During the salvage work one navy tug was lost on the
real’y, and ond of the two barges brought from Tonga was broken. The winches
wera worked by compressod air since there was no steam on board. Every
load over ths side was dangerous because of the heavy swells.

Tho crew worked continuously lor 25 days sven on Christmas day, and
lived on board the wreck which wss listing and apt to fall off the resf
end sink in desp water. Their only recreation was one nipht ashore to
vizit Lhe patives of Turtle Island who ware a primitive, almost savapge
people, nearly unknown to white men. On December 22%h, the wrock had o
be abandoned beczusz of hurricene warnings, but by that Lime nearly avery-
thing of importance had besn salvaged. The salvope ships rode out the
horricans at Fulaga on the way to Fiji. After the storm they continued
on to Suva where the men welcomed an opportunity to cut loose in the man-
ner of saillors who have baen wor<ing hard and 1living dangerously for a
month. It took threa gays to round them up aftar they hit the beach,
and all that brought them bock was = collection of emply pocket books.

On January 15th, 1943 the salvaga rolurned to Tonga on o mine Swuopers

The last few months the Sacond Detachuont was in Tonga was spent
with considarably less work than belore. Shortoer working hours were
parmitted, and more abttontion wag piven to recreation. Berious attention
was glven to outfitting the detachment lor moving to another base. AS
part aof the apparyl of a well dessgad Scabee g handmade sheath Knife was
considered essential, and it is neot pessicle to extimate the number of
files, hides of leather, or shests of plastoglass, and man-hours that
Wers congsumed in meldng kndwves.

Becauszs of tag victory of Mzvel Bettles in the Solomons, black-
outs werda not madue compléete, and the ban oh night Life in Nikualofa
eeased, Fativas who had baon evacuatsxd to the bush flocked back to
their town houses.
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Logal liberty was grented in port gnd starboard watches. For a '
while this causad a surfeit of Mative dences; every other hut blazed T
with lig4t ol a borrowed Coleman lantern, and rocked with the wierd
rythms of native jazz as played by two ukeleles and a banjo. There
was all ready 2 brisk business in coffee shops, and the number of shops
increasad, they sold a horrible liguid; but it wes nob the coffee Lthat
made them popular, Success could be measured in geometrie proportion to
tha number of "Tahinis Fakaofa" (or pretty girls) waiting on the table.

For a man with no inhibiticons cbout going for a roll on & mot
with a brown skinned taphini, Tonge was s megnificant place to be. Al-
though Tonga has a wall pdvanced nabive clvilization it is not fettered
by nny furopean ideas or mopals: the enly trouble with the law comes whon
love is sold. It is lagsl to give love, but not to sell it. Of course it
was not considerad nice to get a venereal disease and o girl who gets
such a disease is locked up until she is cured, but that was not reslly
lasting trouble in Tonge whera a few months arg insignificent, and a girl
might m-2t the begt of company whila taking a curec.

There are few tropical diseascos in Tonpa and no malaria. Yaws is *
tha most common afflietion of the natives, and this fortupnstely zcts as
a Ilnsting innoculation apainst syphilis. Amarieans had trouble with
"Tangan Rot" a [ungus growth, and hast rash, but this was npot sarious
in most cmpses. Uoctors later found that 1t wae possible to contract
filarisis in Tonga, but the rild elimate kept Yilarisis in a dorsant
state, =2nd it was not a problem in Tonga although it might show up clse-
where. Onc reascn for the cood hezlth record of Tongz is the progranm
of instruction in hypiene, and Lhe clinics piven free by Lhe government.
Tongans are ralatively clean, bething frequently, and Keeping thelr homes
free from filth, HMHedical and dental carée is provided frse to all Tongans
in poed standing,

As part of the program of recreation saverzl Saturdsy night dances
were hold in a waréhouse, and all availsble netive girls were rounded up,
Signs raading "Taabinis for the yanm eaters ball, 15 cants, with shoes on
one aollar®, were posted and no greater considerztion could have becn
piven a formal back in the states. Dancing with o Tongan girl was quite
a struggle at first, but fortunately whether she wore shoes or not she
didn't carz if her fael were stepped on which was a ssnsible attitude to
take. 0Oradually compromiscs were worked out until a combination of
Hula=jitterbug was in full swing. Tho native string bands which furnished
the music wore no help, but they did give the affairs more tone than a
juke box,
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Dances at Vietoria Hall in Nikua lofa were in a class by them-
salves, and some notice of them must be given by a historian. Nowhere
in the world has a more oddly assorted gathering been seen. Sallors,
murchant seamen, Javenese {rom dutch ships, Anz acs, andall the flotsonm
that a World War could bring to an isolated island dancsd with and gawped
at the islana's collectlon of nobles, half-castes, beach-combers, whoraes,
perverts, and plain ordinary natives. Perhaps Greenwich Village, or
Hontmatre ussd to have a bohemian an atmosphere as Victoria kall, but no
place ever has such a collection of strange peopla mingling cordially with
no rastreaint.

Svery dance hud a Yula solo performed by a girl in a grass skirt;
hmorica could teach the Tongans a lot about what it axpects in a hula,
but the Tongans assumed thal they kmew al ready, and gave it that way.

On the other hand tho concert hulss done with a chorus of both mon and
women which was the Tongan form of opera was a distinctive art formed
with more precision than a2 bunch of peroxide blondaes on a burlesque ramp.

Neasrly everybody who wanted to wunt to a native fenst which is
not unlike 2 clambnke in Now Englsnd., If you didn't get finich, and rolled
up your slocves to the slbow a native feust wes fun, sna the roast pig
and jam wos considernbly more tasty than spam or dehydroted potatoes,

In the Navy, however, pleasant Lhings arc not puarsnteed to last,
in fact thay never do last, and on January, 1943 ordiurs came for the
Sacond Detachment to lasve Tonga. Immediatsly the rusty cogs of the
military creaked away, ond everybody startad to dye mosquito nets a
bilious green although the rumor was that th. outfit wes poing to New
Caladonis, and not on o search for Dr. Livingston. This sxcitement
dicd down next day when it was discovered that it is ons thing to get
orders to lerve and quite anothor thing to find transportation,

Inssmich as the tenk farm was not finished a group of men out
of the Second Detachment was to be loft on Tonga. The hueleous of this
group to be left was the tank farm crew but more man had to stay to take
cgrz of mzintainence of this base. It was gquite a problem to declde
who to leave, as certainly os they werd btold to stay men would object,
ond visy versa. The first list made out plucsed no one, least of nll
the Capltain of the base, Finally after much swapping 2 list was made
which satisfied bhe requirements for ratings, and made the fewest pos-
pible number of people mad.
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Although the tank farm crew had concentrated on the tank work,
it was a versitile crow with a particularly fine gang of welders. Besides
building the tank farm it had to its eredit the construction of the bip
gignnl teower, and the building »nd tearing down of the szaplenc camp.
Because the tank farm mun lived at Haofznga they wers stramgers to the
men from Hevelu and staying behind in Tonga Yad benifits of unknown valuc.

Finally the Bosch Fontain, = Dutch ship, romodsled into an army
Lransport came into Tonpa Tabu, 2nd For a week the Scabess who ware Lo
leave were busy loading ohip, end making » 1ot round of their favorite
gpots in Tonga. Thay boarded ship Sunday, Fobruary , but did not sail
until February 2Lth, 1943 so the Seabces cume sshore to take frosh water
pathy and have another round of goodbyes. It was all very sad, and the
Tongan girls cried snd said that thay would wait for their sailor sweeti-
hearts Lo come back to Tonga; which in some casces is apt to be o long wait.

The Bosch Tontein wns a clean ship with almost luxuriovs accom-
madations for troops if living in = heold ezn ever be Iuwsxurions. The
heads had tiled floors, anua after the pig-puns thet hiad been the hoads
on the Neville a fellow thought he was drzaming when he saw tiled floors.
Seabee cooks did the cooking in specizl galluys, end the ratlon from Lhe
ghip wat gensrous and pood.

The short voyape was plezsant, and over almost too scon. The
first day out tha Bosch Fontein raced along, but the sccond day she
cireled zround like n coon dog that had lost the trail. Apparontly the
Seeand Detachront actuzlly wers suppos=d to go to Nousmeza from Tonga, but
orders came while thay were abt sge for tham o go to Efate and join the
rost of the outfit. On the way to Bfata mambers of the Second Detachment
became Golden Dragons when bLhay crossed the 180th Meridian, but no fuss
Wes made over the ocecslon.

On Sund=y February the 28th the Bosch Fontsin arrived in Havannah
Harbor, Efate, Hew Hobrides Islsands. Considepable discussion took place
among tho officers, snd finally half the Second Detschment came ashore for
duly in Havannah or at Quoin Hill. The rest of the Second Detachment
6L 5l on the ship, and on Farch 9th, thay were bLaken around by water
tc "2!1 Eor auby on the old side of thae island.

T — —— ——
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THE STORY OF THE EDLIT DRTAGHNENT C.B.IL.

After the main body of men of the Socond Detachment left Tonga
te join the third detachment, the mon laft on Tonge werc called tho Edit
Detachment. Thera were approximately 130 men and b officers including
two doctors. Camp Havelu was abandened and all Wave men lived st Comp
Moofangr whick hod boen onlarged to taks core of them.

At first the men from Havelu weps disgruntled at being left behind
with the tank farm men who they regarded glmost as alions to the Senbees.
The camp turned out to be such a plepsant place to live in, and the food
g0 pood thabk they socon lost the ouncouth ways of Lhe bnsh around havelu,
and beoame rosigned to the camp run in nevy style with ipspections and
mister at daswn,

The main work to be done on Tonga by tha BEdit men was the completicn
of the saa-lines from the tank farm to buroys in the Harbor, and the instal-
letion of pumps on the lines. Equipment was on its way from the States .
with which to finigh the job. In addition to the bank firm thare was
routine maintainence, change of operational facilitiss so that cverything
Was concentrated at Maofompu, and the uniocadins of ships.

cxcept for ons large wooden warchouse for N.A.T.5, at Maofanga no
ned work was dons.

The gasoline and fusl-oil pipelincs were completsd in April, and
Lhe dies:zl-oil line was complated in June.

The sealines were installad by wolding the pipe topsthor stretched
along the baach, and floating 1t out with its eargo hose until it was
over its surveypcsd positlon whon it was allewed ko £111 with water and
sink into position. The twelve inch line supported sm eight inch line
whan they were tied together; it was nscsssary to support tha sight inch
diesil line every hundred feat with an emply gasoline drup. In this wey
an apparently difficult lasic was done with esse. In 21l ovar «ight milss
of big pipe had been installod.

In May the av-gas tanks had been [illed with gas ocut of drums.
Barly in July ordars vere given to tear down and crats 15 of the 500 bbl.
tanks [or shipment. The pasoline was pumped oul to & tanker through the
gasling, ond the fifteen tanks were safoly torn down despite the rosidus
of Ave-Gns.

Tha last two wauks the Edit Detachment was in Tonga & tanker arrived
with bunker fuel oil, At first no oil could pe forced through the sea-line,
but finally a back pressurse of compressed air blew oub the plug in the line
{and at the same time brovpht tha seanline to the surface with a grost deal
of oil spowing sround on the tanker snd the water) and eventually with
the esddition of pil From a second tanker the tanks were filled.
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In May a liberty ship was torn open above the waterline and had
to be repaired. & young ensign had long wanted to be a pilot in the
harbor, and on his firsh trip ran tha shipy into a corner of Hed Vler,
which cut o big gash in thu side of the ship nF if a giant ecan-opaner
had bean used. The welders went on two-twalve shit'ls hours, and patched
up the hole with plates cut Urom pontoons; then the carpenters pourcd
a8 twa loot bulkhead of camunt Lo reinforce the thin patch. Thoe Ensign
was oxonerated in the court of inquiry; the wind stopped blowing.

Thu C. 0. af ths bage Force lal't, and wias sucgeoded by the old uxec.
He announced that henceforth Tonga would be considersa out of tho danger
sone and that matcrial would be leeving, not coming inte Tongn. The most
memorobls foature of bthis command was the g ranting of libernl liberty,
and for the first time it was possiblc to geb overmight ang weskend liberty.
Considerable tension left the air when the Base chenped G.0.2 2nd tho men
Likad the Firm but just repulations. =

Tonga ramsined the same pleasent place it had always boecn bafore
the second datachment 12t it, and did not champo much. Although thore
werg relstively fow ameriecans laft on the island prices remsined high
bacause o many Noew Zealsnd garrison troops arrived to fill up the cmpty
Campa.

Dances flourished at Vietoria Hall, snd baszars were hald by tho
Tongan Red Cross. As a pesult of overnipht libarty Lhe Feirficld Board-
ing houss became a lively hostelary. Unfortuanely the island steam ship
brought in less and less liquid refroshments, and the jungle gin became
worse liquid than over. Several racing muetts were hoeld by the Angacw
with a parimuiual system that no American was ables to bheat.

In July ths Saabee B.h.U. 511 arrived in Tonga. Thay were foolish
enough to announcs whun they came in the harbor thaot they were a spaeislist
onit, not stevedorss, and that thay did not intend to unload their gear.
Congequently they were reculved eoldly by the Bdit men when Lhey srrived
in camp. After working with them, and showing them sround for ssveral
weeks, and Loetling them sze what had been done on Tonga, bhe man of the
Bdit Dotuehmont decided bo forglve the foolish remerks of these grocnhorns,
and the men lived together pescefully. lMalntainence of the base was turned
over to B.i.U. 511 in August.

ia soon as B.M.U. 511 cama t@ Tongan, plans Wers startea for leaving
the Islend, and orders to lezve Ware not a surpgrise.

T e—
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The last two weeks on Tonga the mun ware given a number of feasts
or plendes by the natives, and sverybody snjoyed themselvas, or wint
sround saying poecdbye to Tongan friends and not enjoying it.

Tha week before the Fdit Detechmint was to leavey a liberty ship
ol Tonga wus torpedoed through the engine room, and was finally Lowed
into Wikwalofa by o tanker. Thnt night a working party was sunt out to
unlond perishable stores from the Stowards lce~box in which refrigeratlon
hod stopued. For once the men in a working party had a good time. In
adiition to salvaging £1l1 the perishable fouds cverybody came ashore with
a private loot of hams, =ggs, perhaps a loln of beaf, and smough linsn
goods to go around the camp. MNext day every hut hsd a fire behind i1t and
the man contentadly gorgod themselves with fresh cges.

The formzr C.0. of the fdit Detachment had orders to return to
the States, bub baforo he Laft he spoke to btha men prophecying that the
dit Detachment would beild a tank farm 2t the next base, after which
they would head back to the States.

On August 20th, 1943, the Bdit Datachment with men and two officsrs
plug forty men from Buk.U., 511 left Tonga for Wallis Island on the Kit
Carson, o liberty ship, which hod possonger accomadntions in pumber throw
hold. The chow was excell mt.

Tha Kit Carson, a tanker, and a sub chasar made up the small
convoy which left Tomga by tha unusual prssage of the Narrows =nd out
past Bus te avoid the submarines knowrn to be loying off Tonga. The
tanker was bound for Samoa,

The voyzge was uneventiul, snd romerkable only for Lhe way the
Kit Curson zip-zngped scross tho dote=line. The weather hred becon com=
fortabl: when the ship left Tonga, but it wns noticnbls warmer as the
ship approached Pango and then turnad west to Wellis.

Tha night of the thied day the ship lay off Wsllis waiting for
pessago on the morming tids; the pessage through the rael surrounding
Wallis 1v so nnrrow and dangerova that Lt 4s mate only ot low witer. Tha
men loft the ship by barge in the aftarnoon and wero quartered at Crmp
Acerh, 4 good camp nzar the bomber Tigld on the north end of the
Island.
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The Seabees on the Island was the B.01M.U S0L which had relieved

the Fifth Detachment of the Third Battalion. Upon consultation with the
officers of the B. M. U. 504 it was discovered that the Zdif Datachment
was not o build the tank farm as it had axpected to do and for which it
was equipped, but that 2 detachment of tenk farm specialists were expected
[or this work. No one was guite sure why the Edlt Detachment was sent to
Wallis, but since they wera there it was decided to have them help on the
construction of a large taxi-way at the Bomber Field with sswveral hundred
revetments [or B-17s.

Wallis Island at that time wss not Car removed (rom the scene of
action, and was a relief base for Funa-Futi in the B1lis (roup which was
being bombed regularly by the enemy, as Funa-Futi was very asctive as a
pase for planes which were bombing other islands of the Ellis Group and
also the Gilberts in preparation for the American advance which was then
being prepared.

Wallis Island was also an important stop for BATS as it wes on the
direct southarn run from Fearl Harbor to comSofac. Evidently the value
ol Wallis has always besn its position rather than its mnatural resources.
Its harbor is poor for lerge ships, and conseguently its position is
important for air routes. |

Although it expectea to do meintzinence work only B.i.U. 504
found it neecessary to do a great deal of eonstruction work, and needed
help, The squipment left by the Second Battalion was in bad shape, and
considerable work was necessary to keep it running. 411 Edib machinists
and truckdrivers worked at the motol pool.

The carpenters weres kept busy building at various camps or on
warohouses, The welders and =lectricinns made a bunch of markers for
N.A.T.5, to put on the roafs,

Wellis was sxtremely short on refrigeration (one reason for the
seige of corned-willy and spam} z0 the Bdit men worked =2t putting up two
large refrigerators, This jcb Was annoying to averybody concernsd zs
nothing went ripght; the only aggrepate available was a toral sludge, the
cement mixer had the hicoups, and the seetions of the refrigerators wers
cut of shape when they left the factory. When they were finished B.M.U.
Loak the eredit,

The taxi-way at the airport would have been gllright but the enginesr
aouldn! L make up Yis mind what pradss he wanted and everyday Lhe grades
would changs. The heavy mschinery operators cussed the surveyors, and
the surveyors kupt trying to keep with the engineers grades and wore out
the supply ol kael. lHverybody was happy when 1t was seeided not bo run
the taxi-wey osround the nerbh sida ol the field as had been planned
originally.
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About a weak alter the Edit Datachment came to Wallis a detachment
of the Third Battalion arrived to make the tenk farm. It did not help the
apo of the Rdit men Lo U'ind thnt these tank specialists had actually srect-
ad fewer tenks than had been zrected in Tonga. The Bdit men and men of
the Third Battzlion slways remainsd on the bast of terms, however, which
could not be said of the ovher outlfits on the island.

The most disheartening aspect of Wallis, howevsr, was the fact that
is was undoubiedly one of the most diseasad and unhealthy islands in the
Sputh Pacific. In front of one out of ben native huts was a sign "keop
out, leprosy and tuberculosis". An epedemic of dengus fever was raging.
But worst of s11 the munu, or filarisis, was rilling the sickbays wnd
hospltnls, and leaving the various Forces oxtremely short handed. Condi-
tions were so bad thet men who desperately needed to Ge sent to a temperate
climate to help thelr glands wers hald lor duty.

The ¥Wallis group is now Free French, but was Vichy up to the day
the Americans landed. Normally it is a part of the Samoan Group, but
for practical regsons it is politically lumped with Fortuna Island and
poverned from Hew Caledonia.

A French Rasident, who is also axpacted to act as physician at
the French hespital, is in complete charge of the island. Under his is
8 native king =nd his court of chiefs Crom diffsrent villeges. The
anelent system of Wallisian povernment has boon continued for convenienca,
but has become an honorable system of graft in which the Franch ara payad
by thoe king, tha king by the chisfs, th: chiels by thair villages, and
eonsequantly bhe average nabtive is practically a serf,

Wallis is & small island group with thoe largest island in the center
with a barrier real apround it. There are sevaral passapges through Lhe
raaf, nona of which i8 any good For big ships. When first seen from the
sea the islend appears to be very rugead and well coversd with palms. It
defimitely is of woleanle formation with severel eraters filled with water;
it is quite hilly although 300 ft. is the maximum @levation. There is no
dock for ships and everything must be unloaded by barges of which there
iz not a sufficient number.

Mz21lis is a supply and repair basc for planes and hes wwo good land-
ing strips, and a fine network of roads which may be used os taxi-ways for
small plan-s. Most of the work done on thi island was dome by tha Sacond
Construction Batt=lion.

e —— e —




29

An EBasterly trade wind is the prevelling breeze ond os the climnte
is extremely warm; netive wvillages sre to be t'ouna only on the 2astern
shore of the island, The main village is the old Fremch Village which
has tha one store on the islaml, and whery the French Resident and the
King live. Except for several meze churches, ard 2 fow ola houses built
by conviets there is no civilization on the islsnd. dzllis was once a
French Penal Colony, ong it seems like prison to many Americans #till there,

The soil is a pod vaolecanie seil suitable only tror tropical plants
and not very good for them, Breadfruit, plainteing, zod coconnuts are
the gtaply foods of the natives, and as even the cocoarmut treos are spindly
things tha natives do not have sufficient food. They are poor workers, and
in working for the Amuricans the date line coused trouble; Amoricans wenb
by the time used in Pange while the Wallisisna used time wost of the date
line; thus the natives had two Sundeys, their sunday snd the American Sunday.

Copra (which amounts to a govermment monopoly) ond pearls are the
only exports, and due to a systematie looting by whitemen the notives are
poverty striken, and misersble. BExcept [or religeous teachings tha natives
are left to shift for themseclves. They are for the most part snd unhappy
people living in filth, and beset by dis-ases, Except for mats nnd large
outripgor canoas, for which thuy spe [amous, there is no native skill
worth mentiening. Thay are a poor example of polynesians, =t loast since
whiteman came Lo opprass tham.

The Edit Detachment became very pessimistic aboui aver leaving
Wallls. Orders were received for the Dotachment to join the rast of the
First Baltalion at df'ste, and over & moanth went by befare bLransportation
was securad. A wing of a Marine llying squadron came into camp acorn, and
alter living on the £oit Devachment for a week, became so numarcus that
the Edit Detzehmant had to leave the camp, The harines weru sorry to See
the Boit man go for on an island wheras food was poor with most meals either
spam or corned will, the Bdit Detactment fad as well as anybody.

Thz edit Detachment movad down to NATS at the southern end of the
{sland where most of the men slapt in 2 stran-stsel warehouse. The ware-
louRe was a miscrable bacracks, and although ventilation was improved the
werz lasr from happy. The base men at NiTS wera not hospitable eithar
which made the situation worse.

Finally 2 shij arrived to take the 2dit Detachment to Efate.
Unfortunately s=veral bosrings wers cut of line in the engine room as
the result of the ships having gpone aground on o reel’, apa it was nacess-
ary for the engine room erew to make some rapoirs.




The Edit Detachment go gquite usad to packing sbozrd ship and then
unpaciking to walt another day. Onece sone gear actually wonl gul on board
and a few men had to bum cota to sleep on until thay laft Wallis. The
crowning injury came when the pgalley gear went out it was discovared that
the ship would not sall l'or saversl days. The Third Baltalion al this
time very hospitably invited the Edit man to cnt with them. So far ss the
Edit men are concarnad the Third is aces.

On the night of Docember 3, 1943, the Hdit Ustachment boarded ihe
Iichard Harding Davis, & liberty ship, and ssiled Creom Wa1lis on the morn-
ing of ULecember hth. The nccommadations for ‘pnsavngers consisted of nunm-
bar four hold empty and unswept, the use of the galley =t night, nnd two
deckhousss which wers used by sickbay and chiefz. HMHost of the men slept
topside on the hatehoes undor tarps ripred lor awnings. Two moeals a day
wara all the cooks Loe bime to prepare. The chiuls and some of tho men
mopaged to sneak into the crews mess. It wes hot the most pleasant wey to
travel, but it was pood to sve bthe ilast of Wallie Island. During the trip
ta Bfate the Bdit men be=onme Golden Dragons but with so little ceremony
that tha sxset tirne of crossing the 180th meridian wss nst znnounced.

The lasl day of thu trip some rough waler was encountored bub few got
sick, although it mpdeo 2 number of them dizey to see what tho waves were
doing to the escorting sub chaser.

Tha Hichard Harding Daris seiled inte Vila harbor on December
dth, 1943, =nd som= of the old officers cama out on the Ficket bost to
walcomp men nnd officers of the Edit Detachment back, Thab night an
informal rounion took place for the First Balialion at Camp Malapoa.
Shipmatss saw 23ch other for the first tin: since the Third Detachment
left Camp Allen ovar twenly months baforo.
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THE STCRY OF THE THIRD DETACHMENT

The Third Detachment of the First Battalion of Seabees left
Camp Allen on Easter Sunday, April 5th, 1942; the detachment went by
Ferry across Hampton Roads to Newport lews where two trains awaited
it, Each train of 12 pullmans carried a company and a part of
Headquarters company, a chief for each car, and an officer in_charge.
A junior officer and a medical offlcer completed the complemant of
zach Eraim,

The trip West was uneventful with many side runs on lesser tracks
bacause of heavy traffic on the main lines. After Kapsas City thepain
lines, After Kansas City the main route of the Santa Fe was followed
and the monotony was broken by meals at Harvey Houses along the line.
Several times a day the wen were taken off the train for a period of
BEXETCiSE,

On the morming of April 10th, the Detachment arrived im Oakland,
California, and wera taken by bus to the Goat Island receiving ship,.
Hore bagmage was sorted, and the men checked for a Eull course of
innoculations. Tetanus and typhoid shots were given to those who had
failed to get them befors, but not without protest.

No provision had been made for the housing of the Detachment,
and after tiringz themselves by packing their gear long distances the
men were dumped in Treasurs Island Maval Station with no proper
quarters,

The next day they were taken by harbor boat to the Qakland pier.
Harz the final loading was being done on the ships that wers ro make
up the convoy. The men wars musterad on board the President Tyler
aftar hours of orderly confusion and stowed in the dirty troop quarters
below decks like any other cargo.

At noon on Sunday, April the 12th, the President Tyler sailed
through tha Golden Gate to form a part of the waiting comvoy, the
flagship being the USS Se, Louis, The whole ship carried an
atmosphere of tanzenszss} it was nobt the oporatic movie version of
men off to war. It was the real thing.

The President Tyler was a large ship and had been a lumury liner,
but life in the dingy holds whers the troops were guartered was far
Erom baing luxurious, Double rows of bunks supported by jackstays
rose in tiers of four, and the ventilation and head facilities were
makeshift, temporary sort, On nearing the equator the heat made the
crowded holds even more uncomfortable, and there was an acute water
shortage. The ships crew bad thelr mess separate Erom that of the
passengers, and consequantly only the crew ate well,

A constant alert was carried out with daily drills for abandon
ship, Security watches were carried on in tha holds and some Scabees
went on gunwatches,
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In the following month, land was sighted but once, and little
happenad to change the routine of shipboard life from day to day.
The time passed quietly, except the crossing the linme. Then the
pollywogs became shellbacks, with the traditional initiation, and
high jinks customary to crossing the Equator for the first time,
later everybody became Golden Dragons when they crossed the 180th
Meridian, o voyage in which both Shellbacks and Golden Drapons arc
made is rather unusual,

Medicnl lectures were given on tropleal conditions and .on
rzlntions with natives, Since little was known about the Island where
Base Roses was to be built, thess lecturss were not specific, and so
general as to be of little value,

Very little information had been gathered by Bu¥D about the island
to which the convoy was headed, The island turned out to be Sfata in
tha New Hebrides. Mueh valuable time could have been saved if topo-
graphical charts, reports on the climate and health conditions, and
the development on the island by white planters und traders had been
included in the master plan.

Attempts were made while on board to prepare for landing, but
since maarly all questions of docking and storage, znd locations for
base operations were left to reconmaisance, no plans were definice,
More breakdowns of parsonncl were made with crews assigned to each
chicf with particular duties, Crows were to unlead ships, others were
to storz and check material, etc.

As the convoy stood off Samoa, escort of the convoy was turned
over to two FHew Zaaland ilaval ships. Unknown to the men on board, the
Battle of the Coral Sea was then being fought a short distance awty.

At noon on the 4th of May, the convoy steamed into Vila Bay,
Efate Island, and dropped anchor, Tha beauty of the Harbor itsclf,
and the size and scranity of Port Vila were a pleasant surprisc and
comparison to what wis expectod by most of the crew, Instead of an
enemy-held ecannibal island completely coverad by jungle, there was a
friendly harbor, a pleasant town with commoreinl, and government
establishments, and private residences on the hills sloping down to tho
water, Beyood the town of Vila werc miles of copri, coffee, and cocoa
plantations. As the Scabees were soon to find out, a3 great deal of
ifate is covered with donse jungle, but by no means all of the land is
wild.

Contzct was made with the shore by officers, Becazuse of the
possible dangar of attack on the ships by the enemy, at midnight it
wis decided to disembark the men. For someé peculiar reason, howaver,
only tha Saaboos wern disembarked while tha rest of the pzssengers
stayad snuzly on board, They were landed on Irfrfki Island with no
panr and had to sleep on the beach or ground,., BPuring the night the
tide eame in and the men on the beach had to move away from the water.
The little personal gear brought ashore was lost. At dawn they woere
awakaned by o tropieal rain against which there was no shelter; more-
over there was no food or drinking water.

Iririki Islend 4s a4 small isiand in Vila Harbor which is
occupied by the British Residency. In the next few doys 2 camp was
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astablished on Iririki which becane the central camp for all early
operation on Efate. Tents wore put up, A teoporary galloy erected,
and boats farried parties to Ehe mainland. Uo edamping party ever
had a rougher style of living the States than the Mavy had on
Iririki during the early doys of Base Roses.

Ef2t= iz one of the most southernly of the Pew Hebrides Group
and Port Vila its chief scttlement is the eapital of the Greup.
After early days of blackbirding the New Hebrides wers scttlod by
both British =nd Fremeh planters., The Islands were at first very
savape, and zoms of them still ara. Mo islands in the South Pacific
hava had a more turbulemt history and it was necessary in the early
20th century to keep order by use of British and French flaval Forces,
This led to the condominium Government in 1907, a unique combinod
government in whieh the Island affairs and disputes between Watiomals
arc settled in a joint court, while problaoms affeeting only British
or French are settled in British or Frznch courts,

Owing to the shortage of native Melanesian labor the French have
imported Tonkinese coolies from Indo-China, and as the British have
not hnd acecss to the Tonkinesa the importance of British intercst
has dwindled. Houmea bzs been most influential in the Wew Hebrides,
but considerable troding has been done with Australia, Mow Hebrides'
gconory i8 dependent on agriculture with copra, cocoa, and coffce
being the prineipal crops, The lslonds 2rs very fertile but zll
manufictured goods are imported,

Efare iz a fairly mountaincus island and only the plattesus near
the coast have been developed. There are numerous swamps and malaria
is provalent, Several skrecams offer ample water supply, but are not
navigablz although ssveral estuaries offer landings for small boats.
in addition to the desp water ports of Vila and Havannah,

After looking over the Vila arsa, 2 site was selected not far
Exom town for a storage area which was divided inte sections
corresponding with the code suthorized by BuYD for marking crates,
This helped to mzke 2 constant chack and a tunning inventory om all
types of materinl. Tarpaulins were used as protection against the
constant roins, and to support camouflage,

Therc was no dock whora ships might moor. Upon arrival a small
pier with a stationary boom wos taken over by the Mavy., This con-
timued to be the unloading dock of nearly all shipping. Im its
original form, it was about 20 feot wide ocnd extended out to where
the water was six feet deep, The old boom was a primitive affair
which never worked wz2ll, and as soon as a motor crane came ashore, it
was put to work ac the dock, A tomporary ramp vas arranged on which
mobile equipment was driven ashore from barges. For the first Few
weeks this dock and the storage aress wers the main points of interest
for tha Seabees,

Bvery available form of craft was used for the initial unloading
ineluding borges owned by Burns Phillip and other trading coupanies,
Tim2 was a dafinite Factor in the sunesss or failuee of the estab-
lishment of rthe bhaze,
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Pontoons had been sent, but wer: stowed undermsath other kinds
of pear. Two strings of pontoons were assembled on thy deoek of the
ship under vory ndverss donditions; then it was deecided to zssembla
Lthe repaining pontoons on shore wherz they could be sorted. A timber
rimp was constructéd slopgside the dock, and 45 barge equipment
cama z2shore 1t was sortod and assembled, and the barges were launched
at high tide. The propulsion units were installed at the side of the
ship ag they were unlosded,

Mzanwhile the Wawval Bos:z Headguarters, Comounications, and Fort
Dircetor wers egtnblished in o residence near the waterfront ab Vila,
The Commznder of Base Operations was skippotr of all naval units,
ineludiog the Szabees, Because of the confused and erowded conditions
in this building (at least 20 officers also had their quarters and
mess here) a house was taken in Vila and econverted inte headquarters
for the Construction Battalion, 3Here the offieccer in charg: of
construction had his office, & drafting room wis sat up for all
plamning and reeording of jobs, and all arrival and disburszl of
construction equipment and suppliss were checked through this offica.
In this way the Construction Battalion hed 2o center for the ropulation
of a2ll work aml of problems of comstruction personnzal,

The job with number ona priority was tha bomber field at Mile. The
Marines, who had landed six weaks befora the Navy, hzd eclearad about
1800 feet of thoe strip and roughly graded some of it. The sitc was
very level, partly cacoanut grove, and mostly wooded with heavy under-
brush., @kele is a half moon of 2 beach about five miles morth of Vila
and the terrain for several miles inland is quite £lat, A northwest
direction had been chosen Eor the strip beecpuse of the prevailing wind,

On the 20th of ¥May an officer, ona medieal officer, and saventy-
five enlisted men established o Mavy Camp at the edge of Ehe runway.
This s7as a tant ecamp sek in the cover of = cocoanuk grovz, and was
only temporary. Although lif: was pretty rough at the Airfield, it
probably was no worse than life at other places ot the island, This
cimp, howaver, had the highest record for illness. Halarin and other
fevers were prevalent, os it was in mosquito country., As high as a
quartar of the men were at onetime or another in sick-bay beeause of the
fever. In most ecases the fever clearsd up later, 4s soon as tho
project was finishod, -llthe men went to Camp lielapoa where therc was
little malardn, but some of the men had contracted chronie malaria, and
the fever continues to come back to tham regularly.

Material and cquipment was taken frxom the dock and put to work
nt the airport 2s soon as anything ecame ashora, A parage of palm
logs 2nd eamouflagz netiing was erected which sopn becama the repair
center for fsland equipment. By July 8th the Ficld wis in 2 condition
to receiva fighter planas as well as providing hides Eor twenty of
them, ©On this same datz o cross-ruoway was started, and bomber hides
cleared. By Aupust lst the field, and dispersal arzas, housing and
operations, with the oxception of gasoline storape waroe completed and
in usz, The housing consisted of Juonset Huts for quarters and
stornge a5 well 25 for fleld offices for Marines:,

Jhen the first B=17 howbers landed a sense of seeurity and
necomplishment was felt, Althoush newver bombed, the neprness of Efate
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to the enemy and the hasty assembly of the Island's defenses mode
everyona aware of the constant danger,

Throughout the construction of the landing strip the Seabees
were augnanted by native labor, and Aray engineers. During the dry
moniths of July and August tho Field was constantly watered by tank
trucks to keep the surface from blowing away. 1In Scptembar, 500
fect of iorston mat wis layed at the north end of th: runway for a
turn around Eor the plenes, MHaintenznce was kept up by Scaboes
until October when the Atmy took over operatiom, expansion and
mintenance,

Not all life at ths field camp was illness and anticipation of
attack, Most of tha men look back at tha old airport days as the
most plaasant on EEate. Thon friendlingss and esprit Do corps of the
Harinz V.ilF. 212 was infactious., Clothes were traded between
Marines and sanboes, food wes shared and the short tim: alloted for
amusomant were thoroughly enjoyed by all. Ewvarybody falt a sunse of
accomplishment and purpose that sadly enough his now besn nearly lost,

At this tima the coral strip was 6000 fect long with an average
width of 350 feet., There were also 30 dispersed fighter hides, 20
bombor revetments, and unleading apron, A toxiway for 200 fightars on
the wost sidc of the field, wos added by thoe Army enginccrs, With the
exception of the clearad approach zone at zach znd of tho strip which
wore anddad this year by the Havy, and thoe taxiway, the ficld is
cpproximntaly thoe same as when tho Mavy originally lofe iE,

The part this ficld played in taking and holding Guadal eanal ean
only be judgad in the EFuturz in the ealn after the war., Tho spirit
of the men who war: connected with its initi2l operations was cxempli-
ficd in Le, Col, Harold Bayer whose 14fe was lost at Tulagi, and whosc
name tha ficld now bears,

Considarible pumbors of nativas werc usad in constructing the
nirficld, and on all othaer projects whers unskilled labor could be
vsed, The natives on the Rew Hebrides are Molanesians which is to say
that their coloring is similar to our negroes, although thoy tend to
ba rathor small in stature , and have more aquiline Eeaturcs than most
nggroas, There arc only a fow matives on Efata Island who would work,
80 1 great deal of them had to be recruited £rom other islands in the
group, mostly from Tanna, Epi, or Asbryn, A labor pool was made by
the Army and the Navy drew natives from the pool as nceded. A mative
conpound wes established in the Vila area and later in Havannah whore
the natives wore housed; food was a part of their pay which amounted to
about thirty cents a day,

The natives gra 2 very prinitive people; indecd on Malakula Island
thz natives are tho inferior and are quite savage, and roputedly are
still head-hunters, Thay have practically no skill 2t erafts, but are
reasonably pood laborers, A big problem with pative labor was how to
keep thom alive, For awhile they diced like flics, In the E{rst year
eight natives died, mostly from pneumonia, Finally a Szabee went to
live at o native enop, and in nddicion to acting as overseer he became
a doctor of parts and wos more suceassful in trenting the natives than
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the regular doctors had been, which no doubt was the result of their
congidering that tha natfives neecded a vetinarian instead of a doctor,

At the time the airfield was started, ground was broken for a
Navy hospital, Plans had been formed 4n Washington ns sugpastions
for a layout, and on bozrd ship, considearation had been givon to the
requiraments, but the real planning and development were done in the
drafting room at Efato and in the field after reconnaisance. On the
Eirst week after arrival o sight was chosen at Bellvua, o plantation
on ths Bouffa Road, 2pproximately threc miles inland Erom Vila,
Bacaus. of cxpecting bombings it was desircable ks get sway Erom the
harbor znd its concentration of shipping,

Thirty-scven offlcers of the Medical Corp and 316 Corpsmen
bod come to Efate in the same convoy ns tho Seabees. On arrival thoy
immediately took over ths French Hospital in Vila 2nd saverzl other
buildings in town for their focilities and hospitalization waa
availabl: £rom the start,

Cne hundred eighty-six Quonset Huts wore authorized for division
among barrzcks, galley, messhall, storage, maintenance and wards,
and medieal operation. The site was entiraly o cocoanut grove with
good drainage and quite an clevation making it frec from malaria,
A temporary tent camp was sat up for construction perscnncl with one
officer, a doctor, and eventuzlly forty-seven men; when = final plan
had been mads zfter many medical suggestiomsand changes, 2 surveying
party laid out the buildings,

About four days after the convoy arrivad, 12 men had gone out to
Bougga to establish a camp Eor the crew that was to build the
hospital., They went out in a half-track truck in ordsr to get
through the mod which the constant rains had lefr for roads. On
unloading thz hxlf groves, half a bushel of fruit had beon knocked
off the trces »nd stayed in the half-track.

A comp was built, and later anlargad to house the corpsmen who
were able to leave the hospitel in Vila, and work on the hospital.
For a witer supply a rough woed €lume wis run a thousend feet up to
the Buffa River where o spall damn was built to give head for tha
fluse. Eventunlly the eamp became quitz comfortable and running
Wikdr Was guite o convenitnce.

In building the hospital concrets piers wers used for the hut
founditions which was an sdvantage over wood posts in damp tropical
soil. Early in Scptember the first patients were received, and tha
hospital was formally commissioncd on September 15th.

Miny changes and improvements had been made on the original
plans, The galley, preparation space, scullery, and enlisted man's
mess hall had baen complotely resrranged for buetter circulation, The
surgical rooms had boen built in an B shap: combining them with the
sterilizer and crzating 1 workabla plan that has sinea baen adopted
by soveral other hospitals in the South Pacific arza., In spite of
the insulation in the huts most of thom were ton hot for comfort.

a system of raising the hut walls wos devised for ventiistion. A
clegar-story wae erectad onbuildings liks laboratorics and surgeries
that could not have open sides, Miny buildings rogquired conersta
decks for heavy cquipment or for scrubbing and the whole eompound
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from bogeing down, Quonser huts werc put in tha storsgs area for
dispersing and storing dry-stores, Rafrvigeration was sct up in
loeally owned buildings for cold storagt focds bronght in by supply
ships.

A priority praject upon first landing was the construction aof
o seaplane basz, Little information was given the BuYD plans for the
island conccrning o scoplane basc. Although the layout ond selectinon
of the sitz wes left to roconnnissance, the ramp was tentatively spottod
on the mip in 2 position found to ba already occupied by 2 hotal and
other buildings in Vila, It was imcediately scen that neither the spot
indicated nor zny othar loeation in Vila Harbor would do for 2 sagplana
bus;.

A small szaplane base had bean built by the Roy=zl Australian
fir Force on the south end of Vilz Harbor and was used sfter the convoy
arrived by a VB squadron. TPFour plane buoys and o small coral ramp
with plape hides woere ndded to the existing bise, but this wos o
temporary effzir only and was later turned over Eo the Amy for a2
hespital arca.

A reconmnaissance party explored the shorecs of the island for a
likely site Eor a scaplooe base, It was gquitc an expedition lasting
for several days. While in the momning they mizht be investigating a
wild banach where no man had ever been bafore, they mizht in the
afternaon be asked by on isclated planter to have tez with him at his
fairly civilized lome, Tha party chase White Sands Boach at ilavannah
darbor as 2 likely spot for 3 ssoplene base, lavannaih Harbor latew
118n proved to ba one of tha best of deep water harbors for the floet
in the araa, a harboar easily defended and sheltered in all storms,

Another roconnaissance party wos one which was droppad off at
South Boy with a couple of cheese szndwichas and told to find 2 pliee
for an airfield. The party hacked its way through thz bush for days,
ate the sandwiches, and beans, and had dysentery, slept in the roin
without sheltor, and laid out two reconnadissance base lines of 6000
fect each, They ware completely disgusted when all thair work and
troubles wore ignored and no zirport wes buile,

The seaplanz basa at Havennah slouly zot underway on June 6th
when an officer with 24 Seabecs loft Vila nd went around by barge
to Havannah Aarbor. Camp equipment and sow gear was takan on the
barge, but heivy cquipment was earriad over to Havannzh by the muddy
horsehick road which was havdly morz than n trafil zround the islond by
wny of Devil's Paint, On thoe initial trip a half-track was bogged down
beyond ropair. To po by Devil's Foint took three days of hard going
for o bulldozer, and the road was nearly impassable for o jeep. Llater
when th: northwest 15 ton ecapacity shovals grrivad, a shovel was
labrnriously inchad over ta Havapnah wup the mountain, This was attoampted
at o time bofora any rond cxeept the mative tryanil ‘went over the paso,
nnd 1t took nina days to go the 18 miles of the trip, during which n
bridge had to be built, 4nd o sreat deal of cuttinz done to make
passage for the big arm of the shovol, At times it almost seemed that
the shovel would hive to be abandoned on the mountain,

Due to the aectivity at Baper Fi:ld lictl: cquipment could be
sparad for some time Eor the sanplane base at Havanpah as much jungle
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The shor: below Malapoa was onz of the best places in the
Harbor for = dock. Althouzh rather axposed to a southerly storm
this part of tha Harbor is frec from extensive coral recfs, and
the bottom dropped suddenly from the narrow reef to a godd depth
of water not for from shore. A coral causeaway sbout three hundred
feet long was made. At thoe end of the coral a eoncrate bulkhead
was poured, and from this pontoons werz anchored extending to deep
watey, Pipolines from the tank Famm were later laid on the doel.

The tank farm was constructed at approximstely the same time
as the dock and the camp, Sites were chosen for 7-1000 bbi.
pasoline tonks, =nd two 10,000 barrel tanks for dieszl eil. Carc
was given to locating the tanks so that thoy were w2ll-disparsad,
and concealed from tha adr by natur:l cover, The tanks wers
Finished, and put to use in September; earth borms cnclosed thom
and thoy woere piped to the dock,

In the first part of July whon Bauar Ficld wps néarly ready to
be put to usa, an order was received to construect i landing fiald
at Espiritu 3Santos, This is the larcest, amd most northerly island
of ths Naw Rebridzs Group., At that date it was definitely a part
of the front lines and subject to enemy poundina, After sy and
linvy recommaissance 3 site woas chosan on tha southwast shore of
Palilulo Bays A crew of thirty-cight men was chosen from the men
working on Bausr Ficld. Bofore making a decision on men to be sent
they were given a chanece to voluntecr on the task which, it was
axplained to thom, might Lo extromely hazardous, Only one man
withdraw; he was than on the sick list.

AL Vila all haavy cquipment and othar gear that could be
sparad Erom Bauwr Fleld was logdad on the Paul Jones,. Lumber for
tent decks, and ration of 30 days went on a tuns boat, The tuna
boats also towed o £ifty-ton pontoon barge equipped with a propule
sion unit., There was litkls sleep at any tise during the expedition
and none a2t all at first. Tha twelve men vho wont an the tuna bozt
were kopt tusy day and night sccurinz the barge which broke its tow
sovaral times, Tha rost of the men went on the Paul Jones ond
raached Espivitu Santos Eirst, making a landing at Scgund Channel on
July 8ch,

Great difficulty was encountered getting cquipment ashore at
Santos, Lut work bepan on the Eield immediately, and settinz up camp
wes lofE until lator, The €irst 7 days of labor was fruitless
bacause the Army kept changing its mind about the lscation of tho
fizld; ome start of 1000 feat was abandoned for a second start of
2000 fezt of runway, The third and £inal loecation was by this time
antirely clozzad up with debris £rom the first two attempts,

Tho wnlua of the Army and nacives in building the ficld was
sometines detrimental, for when tress were felled by axcs, o mat
of trees resembling a2 jocke-straw puzzle actually handieapped tho
bulldozer operntors,

Twelve days after startinz the final location, however, a
Grumen Lishter landed on th: more thap 3000 feot of mumwey, and
the nest doy, July 28th, 3 B-17 landed, Tha B«17 refucled and took
off for = recummaissance £light over Guadal canal wherc the Japs ware
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building an airfield (later Henderson Field). &s 2 rvesult of this
reconnaissance mada possible by che speed with which the Eield had
been built, bombers came to the ficld on its L4th day of constructionm,
refuelad, and went to bomb the Sclomons as tha first Americin move

in the eampaizn Lor Suadal canal.

When finished, the field at Santos was 6000 feet long by 250 feet,
The soil bzing Einger coral and sand made a fair surface wien kept
moist by sprinisling from wator trucks. Tha last part of their stay
on Santos the crew built 60 rovetments for bombers and installed an
woderpround zasoline stornga systom,

As only the cquipment that eould be spared from Bauer Field was
to be had at Santos. The romirkably short time of complztion was
duc solely to the push znd stamina of the men and sEficers. Equipnent
was in operztion 24 hours 2 day; and in spitz of the position baing
exposcd to rthy enemy, blackouts were ipnored and ficld flooad=1linhted
1t night 85 that tho work ecould continug, & Jap bomber dumped a
load of Lombs on Santos to tho north of the field, and when an Army
officer asked why the Szabces werc not digzging into their foxholes,
they szid, “Hzll, wo haven't got time to mess around that way™

One operator stnved on his bulldozer untll he had internal
bleading and head to be strapped up by the doctor. Hoxt day despite
th: doctor's orders he cut the tape that bound him stiff and crawled
hack oo his oachine so that it would not be idle,

Only Scobees operated machines after an Ammy operitor ruinad
4 Eracter in s foaw short hours, Celored soldicrs who had bean on
the other sid2 of the islend espturing Jap ocutposts ecams over Lo the
rirfield and wers used for cutting down trees and supervising matives,
darines camc to defend the position but werz not used for construction,

In spite of tha dangar and long hours most of the men enjeyed
the period of construction. It was 2 raal aceomplisheent to build
a field in so short a time that would sc¢rve to hald th: enemy and
be so0 wital im takinz Guadal eanzl,

For the most part the men romained (o a surprisingly hcalthy
condition considering their exhausting work, the poor facilitics at
the comp, and the malaria prevalentin Sentes, Hot until the air
strip w15 noarly finished did the ecamp becone adequate boeapse all
attention had bean concentrated constructing the €izld. A makoshift
gtllay wns eracted and aolso a radic station i=mmediately after landing,
but for several nights tha mon slept in the rain without tents. One
night thoy had the amusing oxperience to wake uvp and find the tide
closing in on tham,

Upon the arrival of th: morinzs with na mtions thz food
situation beeams ceitiesl for both Seaboas and lhrines. The
plantation owner on whosz coprvo and tangarine groves the ficld was
b3ing built was hostile to the American foreos. A morc distant
planter, however, a French veteor-n of the list war, was most hospit-
able to the Scaloes amd furnished thes with czus, chickens, plgs and
saafond, and was in  gencral a pood eomrade in arms, This gontle-
man 2180 pawwve suveral woeleons wenls to his oew Erioends nnd allowed
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them the plsasant associntion with his family,

Thz matives vsed as loborers om the jab wzre brousht in by
Ehe army Erom Malalkuls Islsnd, whieh is ome of the most wild
loealities in the world; if theay waro not headhuntors thay ware
sons of hondhunters, They wors 2 wooden balt the size of which
denoted thoir position in their tribe, with 2 tessle of hair for
a broceh glout, and that was all they vere,

An orxder ean:z from ComSofac Eor the erew at Santos to stand
by Eor transporation after six wesks oo the island. Either
Ehrough misdirscted ordars or misinterprotation of orders tha men
were told t at they were to bz sent boek to the Stakes, Their
disappointnent was preat when they found themselves back on Efate,
at Hovannah. The greatest irony of all was that thay were brought
baek on the President Tyler which althaugh it had Been clesned up a
licele sinec they were on it Belfare was 2 ship of bittar méndrids to
them. On this trip, bhovovar, they were wall fod to oake wp for the
six weeks of hardship thay had undergone.

Two more airficlds were needed on Efate, and this crow with help
£xom others was the crew chosen to build the fields, Landing was
mada at Whita Sand Poink on September 4th, and Eor the first time the
men from Santos had Suensct huts,

Work was immedistely bepun on the Eiphter strip at Port Havannah,
tew Hebrides, This strip started at the waters adge and went’ inland
3000 feet to the edze of 2 small river. It was to be used by fiphter
planus from carricrs.

This ficzld was ready for opsration on October 15th and the same
agquipmoent and enlarged crews werc pub to work on the seaplanz ramp
which had bean sadly nmeglectod or sent to Quein Hill,

The £irst weck of Aupust, while the field at Santos was being
completed anpther ficld was sought in the Spnta Cruz Groups Aerial
reconnaissence was made near the end of July by severa2l officers,
but the ordars Erom ComBoPac worc ko loeate a suitables position for
a landing strip on Travanion Isinnd,

Trevanion Island is o small, daork, mosquito-infested island oFf
the Island of 3ants Cruz. The rocconnnissadce part of wo officers,
ane dactor, and 12 men from basc and the Seabees made 2 complete
reconnzissance, and stakerd gue o center line troverse for one loeation
for a Eicld which would £it the provailing wind. This traverse was
short beecause of matural obstacles and showed = profile whieh would
have nucessitated eonsiderable cutting and £4illing £o give 2 grade
of not more than 2,5%,

There werz ovidences that Japanesc had cxplored the Island some
time baforc (evidencus of the Japs arz to bz found in most of the
islands of the Mew debrides also) ond cpporently the Japonesc
concurred with the Amerieans that Trevanion Island was an inpossible
place for an airfield and uniphabitable, Also Santa Gruz Islands at
that time were o salient in enemy-hald waters. It was estimted
that an 2drfiald eould have been built there in somewhat aver 2 month,
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but the cost in men would have been severz,

While on the week of reconnaissance the men and officers lived
on board ship. But despite this convenience cne man contraeted the
Eever, ond the rest of the men had daily dosds of quinine and nta=
brine, as = pracaution,

On Trevanion Island an army outpost was discovercd; it was, so to
speak, s "lost", not to say "abandoncd" dotachment, Whon loeated,
four of the five men were critically ill, and one of them died after
bLeingz transfarred to the base hospital. In less than three months of
adverse livin; conditions four men barsly survived, and one of them
died =5 a result of hordships, All planters and pissionaries had
abandoncd Trowanion Island boesuse of its notorious unhealthiness,

"Down Under" spring or mather the beginaing of thz hot soason
brd come, nnd the Christrns Dolidoys were only < few wecks away. Tha
Americans werz wall-gstalilished on Bfzte, A ring of coest defensc with
bigz guns at strategic points surrounded the Island and soldiers watched
uvery possible landing point, Two bomber strips, a Eighter strip, and
a sevplang ranp were under operation. & comploto navy hospibal wes
reeeivinz wounded men from the bottlefislds of the Solowmons; smaller
instillations such as the tank faym ond the Havy docks were operating
smoothly. It secmed that the work was finishad, and that the Batealion
would move up to Guadal cznal where the destruction of takisg and
holdinz the Solomon Islands required the work of o construection
battalion,

S5lips ware passed to each man asking him to sign whether he
prefurred to stay in Efate as a menmber of the maintenance erow or if he
wanted to po to on advanced base, Approximately B5%Z of the men requested
to lecve Eor new work nearer the Eronk.

Orders were changed, however, and the detachment was told to stay
on Efate for a DL, job., Havannoh Harbor was to bocome the fleet supply
bnse of the arer with 21l the housing, Eucl storage, warehouscs,
refrizeration, boat repoir, cte,., that would accoppany the installation
of a Maval Base. In January mnterial began to arvive and & large part
of the dctachmont went o Havopnah to be part of the program of expansion,

Durinz the first yaar in Efate all setivity had centered in Vila,
Havannah had erows workino on the seaplaine base nnd the fighter strip,
but thot side of the island had alwnys bean the orphan child in mail,
chow, and entertainment, Suddenly the harbor was £illed with all
types af paval eraft, and the shore woas alive with activity associated
with building 2 hase. Construection, bass, and ~ireraft emintenance craws
wore Lusy all day lonz, and men from the £loat eame ashore on liberty
partizs o stretch their leas,.

Base oparations moved from Vila to Hovannnh, and so did tha
comstruction command, 4&411 the mom wha could be sprired Erom Vila woro
sgnt to the othor side of the island for construction.

Several docks were built, one boing quite elabornto which bocame
the center for ship to shore use, Several complate coaps were erected
with prlleys, plumbing, huts, power, refrigermtion, ond all cheé necessary
facilities for 2 somi-poomnont camp. Also a large recrention hall
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was built for the enlisted men of tha ships when they were on liberty
partius, Loter on a larpe outdsor theatre was built For movics with

a stage for smokars,

The airficld which was too short to make ensy landings was
incrzasad a chousand foet in length by crossing the small river over
n big concrate culverc, The finished fiold was 4000 feet long,

During the first yoar of occupation of the Islznd the old horse
trnil around Devil's Point had boen wsed by half-tracks to transport
supplicss to Hovannaoh from Vila, or material was sent By water on
barges or boats,

Of coursc a graat quantity of mnterial was unlozded from ships
at Havapnah, tut material also had to be taken by truck along the road
the army hod eut through over the acuntain,

The rond rose fron the lele Lama (or lowland plztcau around Vila)
ts another plateau on the top of the mountain by - series of switeh-
baeks with stecp grades, It then cut aerxoss the jungle £o5 the opan
areas on the other sids of the summit, and descended even mora abruptly
to Creek Ai on the lavennah sidz,

Though simply 2 military road built to carry supplics it proscnts
some of the most spectacular scenery and mountain drivinz in the South
facific. &t the top of the mountain on the Hivannah side before descend-
ing to Crueck &4i the view of Havannah Harbor with its surrounding small
islands is unobstructed by jungle, and on a clear day the view to the
Noeth with the distant conac=shaped volcanos of the northern islands of
tha Hew Hobrides is like = postcard scena.

Durinz the mainy westher the road over the mountain recached o
precarious condition, and the road £rom Croek Ai to hita Sands Eoint
bécame = quagmire of unmbeclievable depths, Even in 2 ten=-wheclar truck
the trip was one full of thrills, and a trip over the mountain on this
so=czlled "little Burms Toad," bocace a penaanent topic of conversation.
Cne wit resorked thet the Army had not intended to use trucks on that
trail; it had to bz desizned for P-40s,

On February 28th the Sccond Detachment lass the Edit Datachment
whieh had been left in Tonge Tabu arrived in Havannah., For weecks thay
had been expectod, and Eor wecks they had expectad to lecave Tonga, hut
thay wers surprised when they arrivad in 2fate, after romaining on
ship borrd For scveral days, plans werc maude to distribute them among
the crews of the Third Detachment. Approximately half of them vemained
at Havannch Harbor or Quoin Hill, while the remrinder were brought
over ta Vils by the ship,

Norc hands wetre weleome in all perts of the Island. In spitz of
the concentration of activity at Havannah, the Vila crea was still
expanding, The housing was increased at Bausr Ficld to taka eare of
severil bundred oore men and officors., The strip was under tha
jurisdiction of th: Army, 2nd aceommodations were needed for bomber
cruws, 4 new wator systun was developed with wooden tanks nbove the
Lacolle River. At the same time tho Army engincers woerce developing
an claboratz Eaxi-wiy stretehing From ona end of the £ield to the
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other with hardstands for severzl Mundrad plancs,

Tha Vils Construction hoadquartars warae mavaed <bout this time, to
share a building with laval Operations in Vila, @or a year Constiuction
Eondquarters hns occeupied a houss in Vile thit had feen the nueleous
of all planning :nd operatiosn Ear the Battzlion, The largar quarters
with Havel Operations wers 2 welcome change, zlthouzbh rhe usual
question of who dirccted the Scabees arose as it always had before
when Operations came too close to Construction.

tieamwhile vork was underway at the Exr end of the island to
extvz o hombor strip out of the jungle, From the very carliest days

on the lsland noties had been taken of uoin Hill as 2 possible site

for an airficld which m=oy acecount for the abortion of the survoyod

Eials 2t Soucth Bay. The strip had boen sholved, howewver, in f-vor of
other priority jobs, tmoin Hill is in the opposit: cormer of tha

islond £rom Vila, 2:nd sccmed ta be the ideal spot Ear ~n :irporti =5 a
saconrd €icld it would have some distance betwaon it and Bouor Fiald im
case of an air raid by the Japs, At that time it wzs zlmost untouched
ty white man and was the nesrest thing on Efate to Ypileture book " South
saas,

The north side of the Island has great stretehes af grozing land
and lzcks tha jungle growth of the Vila Area, about 3000 fect of the
progos=d strip w15 of turf surface maturally cleared. 4n attempt wis
mde to save the turf, but it soon turned {ints » quagmirs, .Jhen the
crew whdch had raturned from Sontos to build the Havanmabh Eighter
strip wers fras, port of th: erew was sent to Juoin Hill, They started
work the sceond weel in Ocvober, 1942,

Through most »f the construetion periosd the road from Havannnh
Harbor wis practically fmpassable, isolating the crew as if they were
on another island. An example of this enme during the blackouts in
December starting after Guadal canzl setbacks, At this time It was npoxt
to impossible to warnm Juoin Hill =f the alert, iost of the men anjoyed
the Ereedon of the outpost surroundings, the visits to o nearby native
island, the huntin: in the hills, and the tenc comp close to the beach
which had a resort atmasphere,

By the niddle of January 1943 an airstrip 6000 fect long was
completed and placed in aperation. Some of the mem stayod on for
maintenance of the ficld hut nost of ctham retummed to Havannah., The
Harincs took aver the operation of the strip, and later thair housing
prozro@ lined the beneh for well aver o mile., The water front was
dividsd inta sections for squadrons, coeh having its own pallay, mess
hnll, showers, and latrines. The ercction of thuse ecmps, shops, and
offices for oporations kapt 2 small crow busy for several months,

In the sumner »f 1943 the Battalion again sont an 2irport crew to
uoin Hill to construct 1 Drone field or triangular field for the
radio controlled planes uwsed for machime zun 2nd antl aireraft practiec.
This ficld wis surfaced with coral and shapad in the form of =
trizngla so that the target plines could fly whatever direction the
wind was coning from, Mot until Thankasiving Day did work on the Eield
and comps roach conpletion,
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At thz Zxsr Hospital in Vila the pretorial for tha zxpangion
progean crrivad, =nd all crows were sent ©o work 2t the hospital,
Wards wero orceted, a2nd tha capreity doubled on most facilities, This
expansion brought the eapacity >f tho hospit'l up to = thousand bads
with room for mor: if nocassary. Covared walks ware built connceting
all tha wards. The old chomiczl closets wera abandoned, and ths Eirst
South Paeifie Isla flush-type sowsne systam was installed in the
Ernkor Lagoan. Soma of this linc was stecl pipe, but it was larjaly
2 eanerate trough eovered with half eylinders of corrugated iron whieh
was invonted by the Batktalisa and called "east-in-place concrzt: pipe."
Thz laying of this line took scvoral weoka of elearing, ditching, and
pauring concrote on Ehe site. Flush tailets, urinals, -nd wash basins
were inst=lled in all the wards as well 28 in the officers and nurscs
guarters,

An elaborata rocraation hall for the snlisted men was complated,
The reerearion hall was constructaed sut sf two stran-steel warahousces
with 1 speeizlly devised flight doek hanper affoct ts provide
ventilation., One end was partitioned off for = ship scrviee and soda
fountain., The othor ond was mode ints o movic thaatrz, The inters
medinte rooms wzre furnishod as 2 libriry and = barber shop.
Unfortunataly for chis sxpansion program, the front lines at this Cime
were pushad farther north ind moat of it has had lictcle usa,

Dovetailing with the work at thes hospitzl was the expansion of
the housing Eacilitics at Bauer Field., & mirine <ir wing had
complately taken nver the operation of the field, and plans werc sat
up far 2 marine training center, quarters, galleys, scrvices, ond
latrines were provided for 2400 cnlisted men and 300 officers, The eamp
aran was divided into three casps making = Eotal of 242 huta,

The Scabees again began to work on the maintaining tha airficld
itsclf, resurfacing the strip and working oo the drainage which was
not satisfactory during heavy rios,

In October a naw commander arrived for the Sattelion, and it was
generrlly understood that tha outfit was to go home with him soon. In
the meantime tha men fclt better over the meritorious way ratos were
zivan out and boeause mora eonsideration was givan ta the antortainmoent
and morale of the men in general. 4 program of fiald drill znd practice
on the rifle ranze wes startad, which was pntered ints cheerfully by
the man ns 2 possible indication that tha First 3attalion was praparing
ts zo some place,

& contest was hold ta szloct an insignin Eor the Batealion Erom
thosz entered by various artists. The official selsction turned out to
ba ane in kespinz with the now Famous Seabeas "Bag", although it had
mars A Krzzy Ent slant than towards Disnoy.

Also 2 Battalion paper w2s founded enlled the "Pionear," which
has since come out ance A weak, and is censored 57 that it may be sent
t> the folks back home.

On the 8th of Decambor the Edit Detachmont arrvived ot Vila after
naving been separated from the rest of the Battalion by staying to
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completz the base at Tonga, and by several months duty at Jallis
Island, Aftcr the poer island of W=211lis it wes 2 pleasant changz to
see the green hill of iZfate, and to have soma fresh food once morc.

At tha time the Zdit Detachmant drrived in Vilz it was estimted
that all authorized work could be complete before Christmas, and,
since the Battplion was topgether once more at onz place, it wasg
hapad that ordars would comz to go State-side. The commandor went
to Noumea to find out from ComSoPae when the Battalion was to go home,
on his recturn to Efate, he had co tell the men that he could not, ns he
had hoped, tell them as a Christmas presant that they were zoing homo,
ComSoPac said "¥5," but the Commandor hopod that the powers to be would
change their mind,

411 projects were brought to an end just in time for 2 "Blue
Christmis" or “Another year sn the rock," On Christmas Eve with a
clasr tropical shy above tho Melapoa movie theatrs, the Marina band
pourzd put their jive tunes, the colorad boys Erom tha dock erew sang
negro spirituals, and the corpsmen's choir blended in singing the old
cirola. Edight hundrod Seabees on EEato thought of their families and
homes, and of the third year of separation they wers starting,

Since Christmas, work has continued on surfacing Baucr Fioald and
its dmincoc system, and work has been done on the shop arca of the
field, Otharwise maintenance with some improvements om existing
inatallations has boeon the only work,

A& comp was made at the mouth of the Rentabau River way out past
South Duy to which amall proups of man ara =llowed ta go for 1 fow days
of reecrsation and hunting. It has proven to De quite popular althsugh
"rouzhinz iE" is no groat spart after alpost two years of camp lifs.

4 ruercation camp has a1lsa cstablished up on the mountain for men in
the davannah Arsa,

FINIS
This history ends after the lst arrived in the States on the Duteh

ghip 35 SOMALSDYJK and reported to Camp Pavks after 30 days leave.
Sveryono was roassigned and miny went haeck ta overscas doty agiin,









