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CAPTAIN EDWARD W, CARTER, ITI, UNITED STATES NAVY

Bdward Walter Carter, IIT was born in Winston-Salem, North
Carolina on August 27, 1928 son of Edward W,, Jr. {now deceased)
-and Geraldine (Parrish) Carter. He graduated from Lee H. Edwards
High School, Asheville, North Carolina prior to enlisbing in the
Navy in November 1945. He was discharged in June 1947 to enter
the U. 8. Neval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland on appointment by
the Secretary of the Navy. He was graduated and commissioned
Engign on June 1, 1951 ard subsequently advanced in rank to that
of Captain, to date from July 1, 1971. His selection for the
rank of Rear Admiral wes approved by the President on January 30,

197k,

Following gradvation from the Naval Academy in 1951, he joined
the USS SANBORN (APA-193) as Communication Officer and in March 1952
transferred to LST-528 for duty as Engineer Officer, First Lieutenant
‘and Acting FExecutive Officer. From February to June 1953 he was a
patient at the Naval Hospital, Portsmouth, Virginia, then had duty
at the Naval Amphibious Training Unit, Amphibicus Base, Little Creek,
Virgiria until December 1954, He next served as Gumery Officer on
board the USS ROBERT K. HUNTINGTON {DD-781) and from August 1956 to
August 1958 attended the Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, Cali-
fornia from which he received a Bachelor of Science degree in Elec-
trical Engineering, He then attended Massachusetts Institute of
Technology at Cambridge, where he received a Master of Science degree

1n,June 31959.

He next reported as Fire Control Officer on board the USS BOSTON
(CAG-1) then from August 1961 to June 1962 attended the Command and
Stafi Course at {the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island. As-
signed in July 1962 to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations,
Navy Department, he was Assistant for Surface-to-Air Missile Systems
until March 196h, and the next month became Exccutive Officer of the
USS FARRAGUT (DLG-6). In October 1965 he reported as Weapons Officer
on board the USS LONG BEACH (CG(N)-9) end is entitled to the Ribbon
for the Meritorious Unit Commendation Medal awarded that nuclear
guided missile cruiser.

He had instruction at the Air War College, Air University,
Maxwell Air Force Base, Alsbama during the period August 1967 to
May 1968 and in July 1968 assumed. conmand of the USS TOWERS (DDG-3).
"For meritorious service,..from September 17, 1968 %o February 2,
1969.,." in that capacity he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with
Combat V', The citation follows in part:

Y, ..During this period, Commander Carter directed his ship in
the execution of a variety of missions in support of United States
and allied forces in Vietnam, including service as an element of
the Neval Guafire Support Task Unit and Operavion SEA DRAGON Task
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Units. Under his bold and aggressive leadership, TOWERS destroyed
or damsged more than ninety enemy bunkers and three hundred enemy
structures, As escort for USS NEW JERSEY (BB-62), his ship provided
the full range of antisubmarine warfare and antiair warfare protec-

tion,,."

He is also entitled +o the Ribbon for the Meritorious Unit Come-
mendation awarded the USy TCWERS, : ’

. Assigned in July 1970 to the Naval Ordnance’ Systems Command
Headquarters, Navy Department, he was Director of the Weapons Systems
Integration Division, with additional duty as Deputy Director, Tacti-
cal Digital Systems Office, Headguarters, Naval Material Command.,
"For exceptionally meritorious conduct. . .in the Naval Material Com-
mand from July 1970 to Jure 1972..." he was awarded the Legion of
Merit. The citation continues in part:

“Captain Carter's dynamic leadership and professional dedication

were directly responsible for the establishment of the Tactical Digital

Systems Office, an Orgenizetion in the Office of the Chief of Naval
Material dedicated to the establishment and coordination of policy
and standards for combat system processors and software in Naval tac-
tical applications. Displaying exemplary initiative, he quickly made
this office an effective control point for the rapidly expanding hech-
niecal area of digital systems. His accomplishments included thé nec-
essary action to establish an Integrated Combat System Test Site and
initiation of the development of a standard mini-combat system proges-
sor for surface and airborre applications,.."

In June 1972 he assumed commend of the USS BIDDLE (DLG-34) and
"for exceptionally meritorious conduct, . .during combat opérations.,.
from July 3 to October 1, 1972...he was awarded a Gold Star in lieu

“of -the Second Legion of Merit., The citation further states in part:

"Disylaying exceptional professional skill snd outstanding
leadership, Captain Carter directed his ship 1n assigmments as Pos-
itive Identification Radar Advisory Zone (PIRAZ) ship and Anti-Air

~ Warfare/Search and Rescue picket., Duripg that period BIDDLE par-

ticipated directly in numerous recoveries of downed aviators and
through the air intercept controllers, directly aided in the de-
struction of six enemy MIG's by U, 8. aireraft. These results
achieved by the ship’s Auti-Air Warfare Team inflicted heavy damage

upon the enemy,,,"

In addition to the legion of Merit with Gold Star, Bronze Star
Medal with Combat "V“, and Meritorious Unit Commendation Ribbon with
Bronze Star, Captain Carter has the Combat Action Ribbon; Navy Ex-
peditionary Medal (Cuba}; American Campaign Medal; World War TT
Victory Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medal with EBurcpe Clasp; Na-
Uional Defense Service Medal with bronze star; Vietnam Service Medal
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with one silver star and four bronze stars; Republic of Vietnam .
Meritorious Unit Citation Gallantry (ross Medal Color with Palm;
and the Republic of Vietnam Campaign medal with Device (1960- ).
He also has the Navy Distinguished Service Order (2nd Class) by
the Republic of Vietnam,

He igs a member of the U, S Naval Tnstitute and the American
Ordnance Associstion.
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