CAPTAIN WELLS LAFLIN FIELD, ggigé%A@fﬁh” il

| Wells Taflin Field, son of the iate Rear Admiral W, L. Field,USN
and Mrs; Field (Ruth Dunning Clark), bow residing in Bennington, V&,
wae born in Bennington on October 14; 1902, He attended Friends
gchool in Washington, D.@., Hi1ll School of Pottstown, Pa.s Severn

gehool in Severna Park, Md., and entered the Unlted Btates Naval
Academy 1n Anhapolis in 1219. Upon graduating in 1923 he was COi—

missioned Ensign and subsequently‘advancad in rank to that of Captain

as of_May 1, 1945,

 After hié graduatlon in 1923 he was detached from tThe Naval
Acadeny, and aselgned to the Naval Gun Factory, Indian Head, Md
until the next September, He then Joined the USS ARKANSAS as Junlor
Watch and Division Officer, having detached duty from July; 1924 to
January, 1925 %o attend the Naval Torpedo School, Newport, Rels De-
tached from the ARK&NSAS in November, 1985; he attended the course
in chemical warfare at Edgewood Arsenal, Maryland, before reporting
in January; 1926 aboard the battleshlp MISSISSIPPI. 1In April, 1927
he transferred back to the ARKANBAS and gserved a two year tour fol-
.1%gggsby a year as Gunnery and Ezecutive Officer abodrd the destroyer

In June, 1930 he was ordered 1o the Naval Academy for duty as
Instructor in the Department of Electrical Engineering and Physice.
For three years, June, 193235, he gerved successively as Chief En- .
gineer and Navigator of the USS BRIDIE, a unit of Train Squadron 1;
Bage Force, at New York,later at San Diego, California.

- He was then assigned to Yale University, New Haven, Conn., as
an Instructor of the NROTC, and served from June, 1936-1937, The
" next six months he wag Executive Officer of the USS WORDEY (DD-357),
and thereafter until July, 1940 he served ag Gunnery and Operations
. officer on the staff of Commander Destroyer Sguadron 17, and later
-Hquadron. 9. He returned to shore duty ag Execubive Officer of the
NROTC at University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, and after a year he
transferred in the same duty to Rensealaer Polytechnic Institute,

TI‘OY; NQZQ. . . .

After the United Stabes entered the World War, he was assigned,
in Januarys; 1942, as First 'Lieutenant and Damage Control Offlcer
aboard the USS MASSACHUSETTS, and during the year he. served in that
duty the MASSACHUSETTS engaged French forces at Casablanca (November
8, 1942), He was opdered to the Pacific Fleet, and Joined the UGB
BOSTON, serving as her Executlve Of ficer from January, 1943 to May,
1944, during engagements in the Marshall Islands area, and Palau and

"Hollandla raide.

_ The year July, 1944-1945, he was Commanding Officer of the USS
BOLIVAR, ‘%transporty, which served in operations at Guam, Leyte, Lin-
gayen Gulf, and Iwo Jima, jpon returning to the United States, he
was ordered to the Naval Academy for duty as Head of the Electrical
Enginseering and-?hysics‘Dapartment,-and'served from July, 1945 to

June, 1948.

Ho commanded the heavy crulser SATNT PAVL from August, 1948 to
June, 1949, followed by duty as Chief of gtaff to Commander Service
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Force, Atlantic Fleet, In February, 1951, when detached from staff

" duty, he reported in the Navy Department, Orfice of the Chief of

Naval Operatlons,

for duty as Dlrector, Naval Regerve Plans and
Policy Branch, S -

_ Captain Field has the american Defenss Service Medal with stary
American Campalgn Meédal; European-African-Middle Eastern Campalgn
Medal with one bronze engagement star; Asiatilc-Pacific Campalgn
Medal with one silver and two bronze stars (7 engagements); Phil-
;ppine Liberation Ribbon with two stars; World War II Victory Medal,
and China Service Medal. SR . ‘ '

. Captain Field is a member of the Army-Navy Glub, Washington, D.C.
and the U.S, Naval Institute,.Annepelis, Maryland.
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