CAPTAIN JOHN Q, EDWARDS, 111, UNITED STATES NAVY

John Quiney BEdwards, ITI, was born in Bryan County, Georglay; on.
December %4, 1921, son of Mrs. Varina (Bacon) Edwards (now Mrs, Wood)
and the late Mr, John Q, Edwerds, He atbended Richmond Hill (Georgia)
High School and Georgia Institute of Technology at Atlanta, from which
he recelved the degree of Bachelor of Science in 1942, While at the
latter he was a menber of the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps Unilt
and upon graduation was commizsioned Ensign in the U, S, Naval Reservey
May 1, 1842, Advaneing progressively in rank, he subsequently attained
that of Captain, to date from July 1, 1962, having transferred to the -
Regular Navy on June 29, 1946, k

Upon recelving his commission in 1942, he Jjoined the USS ST. LOUILS
and served in thal erulser during the greater part of World War II, He
received a Letter of Commendation, with authorization to wear the Com=
mendation Ribbon and Combat V," from the Commander in Chief, U, S,
Paecific Fleet and is entitled to the Ribbon for, and a facsimlile of the
Navy Unit Commendation awarded the ST, LOUIS. The citations follow in
parts

i

Letter of Commendationy "For meritorious and efficient performance

of duty as Assistant Damage Control Offieer when his ship sustained a hit
during an attack By Jupanese bombers off the coast of Bougainville on
February 1k, 1944, He, while in charge of the repalr parties, immediately
engaged in the repair of the damage and the coordinated effort of his party
was so effective that the powder fires in the two ready rooms were exe |
tinguished within a period of thrse minutes.,."

Navy Unit Commendation; "For outstanding heroism in action against
enemy Japanese forces during the Battles of Kula Gulf and Kolonbangara
From July 5 to 13, 19433 the pPhilippine Tslands Campaign, from November
15 to 28, 1g94h; and the Okinswa Campaign from Maych 25 to May 28, 1945,
Steaming up the 8lot with her Task Foree shortly before midnight on
July 5 to intercept the Japanese on their nightly run from Bougainville,
the USS 87, LOUIS met and engaged a supsricr enemy forece of erulsers and
destroyers; sinking or damsging a majority of these ships., In another -
furious night engagement off Kolombangara Tsland one week later, she
assisted in demaging or destroying filve mope ships of the Japanese
cruiser-destroyer forse., Constantly harassed by hostile sulcide attackers
while covering Surigao Stralt and the Leyte (uif landings; she rendered
invaluable Pilre support to cur assault foreces and, although severely
damzged on Novemheyr £7 during one of the most vielous multiple Kamikaze
attacks of the war, contimied in action after deeisively routing the
enemy with heavy losses, As a part of the Expeditionary Force during
the Okinawm operations she provided sustsined elose in bombardment and
gunfire support and; desplte the eonstant threat of air, submarine and
sulelide boat attacks, emerged from this hagardous campaign vietorious

~and unascathed,.."”
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He continued duty in the ST, LOUIS umbil May 1945, then attended .
the 0fficers Damsge Gonbtrol School at the Navy Yeird; Philadelphis,
Pennsylvania, completing the eouvse third in w elass of Ffifty-one,
Between July and Getober- 19‘1%:5'--}1@‘ was Assistant Professor of Naval
Seience with the Naval Reserve OfFicers Training Cerps Unlt at the
University of Rochester, Rochester, New York. After a perlod of Insetive
duty (terminal leave), he returned to active naval serviee, reporting
in Pebrusry 1946 as Assistant Professor of Navel Selense with the Naval
Reserve Officers Training Corps Unit at the University of Virginia at
Charlottesville, From June 1046 unbil June 1947 he had a similar
assigmment &t the University of Louisville, Kentueky, after which he
served as First Lieutenant and Debarkation Offiecer on board the USS
OKALOOSA, While on board that attack transport, operating with the
Amphibious Forece, Atlantle Fleet, he participsted In the winter maneuvers
in the Caribbean ares,

Detached from the OKALOOSA in June 1949, he ecmpleted postgraduate
instruction at the Naval Intelligence Schaol, Anacostia, D, €., in April
1950, and remained there untll Febiruary 1951 as & studeat of the Turkish -
language, He was Assistent Naval Attache at the American Embassy, Turkey,
with residenece in Istanbul, until April 1953, afbter which he was assigned
to the Buresu of Naval Personnel, Navy Departmsent; Washington, D, C.

From September to November 1953 ha had instruction at the Fleet
Sonar School, Key West, Florlda, and in Decewber reported as Exeeuwtive
Officer of the destroyer CONE, which partieipated in patrol operations
along the East Coast of Korea. Destached from the CONE iIn January 1955,
he next had duty in the Office of Vaval Imtelligense, (ffice of the Chief
of Naval Operations, where he served in the @perational Intelligencs
Branch, In October 1958 he reported for speeial imtelligence duby on
the Staff of the Commander in Chief, U, 8. Pacific Fleet, In that ecapaelty,
he was awarded a Citation by the Commender in Chief; Pacific Flest for
gervice from October 1958 to June 1960 and also received a comendatory
letter from the Chief of Naval Operations for duty during the period
January to March 1959,

In July 1960 he became Offiecer in Chavge of the U, 8, Naval Field
Operations Intelligence Office, Fort George Meade, Maryland, with ads -
ditional duty in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operatlons., Since
July 1964 he has served as Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence on
the Staff of the Commander in Chief; Atlamtile, with additlomal similar
duty on the Staffs of the Commander in Chief, Atlantic Fleelt, and the
commander in Chief, Wesbtern Atlanmtie. '

Tn addition to the Commendation Ribbon with Combat "¥," and the
Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, Captain Edwerds has the Ameriecan Defense
Service Medalsg Ameriean Campsign.Medaly Asiatie~Pacific Cempaign Medal
with silver star and three bronze stars (eight engagements); World Wer
II Victory Medalg National Defense Serviee Medaly Korean Serviee Medals
United Nations Servies Medalg and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon,
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