CAPTAIN OPIS R, COLE, JR,
UNTTED STATES NAVY

Otis Robert Coley Jri, was born in New York; New York, on June:8,
1915. He. attended Memlius (New York) Preparatory School and Severn
- Preparatory Sehoel,” Severnms Park, Mexryland, before entering the U, ‘S,
Naval Academy, Armapolils, Maryland, on appointment from Michigan in 1932,
At Ammapolils, he partieipated in football and wrestling, and was a Mid.
shipman Officer: Grsduated and commissioned Ensign on June 4, 1936,
he advanced. progressively, attaining the rank of Captain to date from

Pebruary 1, 1955,

Asgigned Tirst to the USS CHESTER after graduation in June 1936,
he served for two years in that eruiser, a unit of Crulser Division
FIVE, Scouting Force. In 1938 he was ordered to Asiatic Station where
he served in the USS STEWART for a yesr and a half, and briefly in the
USS MARBLEHEAD, In 1940 he returned to the United States and, completing
" instruction at the Submsrine School, New London, Connectieut, he was
asslgned to the USS CAGHALOT in January 1941, He was preseut at Pearl
Herber when the Japsnese attacked the Fleet on December T, 10kl; took .
part in the Battle of Midway, Second Battle of the Philippine Sea, and
the sweep in the China Sea, and served sbosrd thet submarine durlng
.her First, Second, and Third War Patrols, during the perlod 19h1-1943,

Returning to the United Stetaes, he reported in January 1943 for
fitting out duty in the USS MUSKAILUNGE st the Fleetrie Boat Company,
Groton, Conneeticut, and ssrved briefly in that submarine after her
commissioning on Mareh 15, 1943, During the period April to August
1943 he was on board the USE' CUITLEFISH, after which he- conmanded the
USS O~8 until dugust 1944, He then served ss Executive Officer ('and,
‘Prospective Commanding Officer) of ‘the ANGLER during her Fifth (success-
ful) War Patrol in the Pacific in October-November lokl,, He was detached
from. the ANGLER, and on November 21, 19kl dszumed commsnd of the USS
DACE, He was mwarded the Silver Btar Medal and the Bronze Star Medal.
with Combat, "V," for outstanding service in command of the DACE, during
" her Sixth and Seventh War Patrols; respectively. The eltations Ffollow

in part:

Silver Star Medel: "For conspicuous gallsitry and intrepldity in
action as Commanding Officer of the USS DACE during the Sixth War Patrol
»ooin the South Chine -Sea Ares from December 2, 1944 to January 28, 1g9hs5.
Forced to submerge to 300 feet after enemy depth charges and bombing
attacks had Inflicted minor damage to his vessel durlug the performance
of a specisl minelaying mission, Commander Cole skillfully meneuvered

to evade further hostile abbacks and,,.launched torpedo atbtacks agalnst
two 4,000«ton Japanese frieghters sorsened by escort vesgels, sinking
one and demaging the other,,." ' : '

Bronze Star Medal: "For meritorious serviece as Commanding Officer
of the USS DACE during the Seventh War Patrol of that vegsel in the enemy
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" Japrnesescontrolled vabers of “the Bew of Okbobtwk in the vielaity of the

Kurile Telands -fmea May 25 o duly 10, bol5.,.(He) delivered mun vnd
torpedo sttacks whleh ssok 4 400 bows of hostile shipploz wnd dapaged a
1,500=t0n frigate. {(He was] sSuseesaiul’ in evading sévere snemy counter-
measures and brivnging his ship back to port,.." ' S

.. Detached from eomand of the DACE In Jaouary 1946, he commanded,
the USS CABRILLA frem Jemuszy to April 1046, whenm be wos traupsferred to

command of the USS CABREZON, After iwo yesrs in the Jetter compind, he

was ordered to shars dutyy his Pirst sinee gradumtion. Reporting to
Balboa, Oanal Zone, in August 1948, he served first ss Execubive Officer
of the Naval Stetion theve, and from Desember 1949 to Sepbember 1950

as Port Director and Overseas Transporteiion Offieer to the Compndsnt
Fifteenth Naval Distriet snd ag Tirst Comanding Offiesr of the Militsxry
Sea Transportation Serviee Port Offiee in the Caral Zone.,

- He commanded. the USS EVERGOLE (DD-789) from Novenber 1950 to January
1952, during whieh time thet destrayer operated in the Korvean aven of
Bogtilitles, He whbended the dvmed Povess Stoff College, Nerfolk, Vire
ginla wnbil July 1952-and For the wext year served as Uhisd Staff Officer
to Compandsr fServies Suuadeon DEE y bopsdl 8t San Diego. o August 1953
he reported ns Hewd of Shipa Plane Seetlon, Toglistile Pluns Divislon in
the Offlee of the Beputy Chlel of Vaval Operethions (Togisties), Newy
Department,. vhere he reémained wnbil July 195§, ‘

Following Instrusbler in Navel Werdeare 1T ab the Saval War College,
Newpolrt, Rhode Isdamd, he raporsed in July 1956 es Commandsr Mine Squsde
ron FOUR, based at Charkeston; South Csmrolim, Jfu Sepbewber 1957, he
begame -Assigtant Diresteor of the Perscomely Milltesry Govermwent aand (ivil
Affaivrs Divislon at dhe Avped Forces Stadf fellege and in July 1959 age
sumed  command of the USS TRUCKEE (A0-147), He had duty ss Peputy Chief
of Staf? for Projest Cospdinetlon snd Operations and Chief of Stafd and
Alde. to Commander Cperationsl Test snd Bvalustion Foree fiom May 1960

- to Janusyvy 1962, afier whieh he commnded Service Sumadiron FOUR,

In July 1963 be was assigned to Task Garooe TICRT POLND THRER, with

hesdquarters Lo Weshingbon, U, Cop sod In Moveyber of that yveer wos
detached for duby se Repuby Dlwector, UFflee of Neval Warfare drmlyses
i A < & ¥

in the Offise of tHe Chlef of Naval Opexmtions, Navy Departmsmb, Lo
June 1965 he assumed ecmmand of the Neval Stabicn, Atmwpolis, Marylend.

‘ In addition to the Sllver Star Medel and the Bronse Stor Metnl
with Cowbat "V," Cuptain fole bwms the Chios Serviee Medaly Americsn Defenge

Bervise Medal, Fleet ¢laspy Asisbtle-Pacifie Campaizn Medsl with six ene

gagement stara; Amskiesn Caopsigh Medalg Workd Woer TT Vietury Metals
Newvy Oceupsbtlon Serviee Medal, Asis (laspy Nablomsl Defense Servies Medsl;
Korean Service Medal with bt starsy United Nebivps Ssrvics Medals the

‘Philippine Libeyaticon Ribbon with twe stars and the Nevy Expert Pistol

Shot Medal., He algo has the Koresn Presidentisl Unit Cltetion aopd the
Philippive Presidentisl Unit Citetion,
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