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. REAR ADMIR'AL JAMES Q. 003333,‘ UN_—I‘IEE,D STATES Nmrrj RETquED '

' Jeneg Outterson Cobb ves born in Albany, NEW’YOfk, on. Janua?y 9, 1910
gon of Charles S, and Frances Elizsbeth. (Monte) Cobb, He atbended lilgh
school in Pasadena, California, and entered the U, S, Naval Academy, An-
napolis, Maryland, on. appointmenu From Cdllfornla, on, June 28, 1929, As S
a Midshipmen be vas 8 member of the Wrestlihg Squad four years, Trident -

- Society, Literary; and the Quarterdéck Society. Graduated with the degree i
of Bachelor of Sclence on June 1, 1933, he was commissioned Ensign in the :
U, 8, Navy from that date, and.through subsequenﬁ advancement atﬁqﬁned the

Arank of"- Rear Admiral to date from July 1,.1961, -

) After gr dduatlon from the Naval Acadamy 1n,JUne 1933, he 5elved asr
a junior officer on board the USS COLORADO, of Battleship Division L, Bat-
-tle Force.. In the summer of 1935 he was a551gned duty as Survey ijlcer,'
Third Aleutian Islands Survey BExpeditlon, then resumed regular duby in the .
COLORADO. - Barly 1n-1936 he was detached for flight ‘training at the Naval
Adr Scation, Pensacola, -Florida, where he was designated a Naval- Aviator
{hta) in April 1937. He served from that btime unbil June 1938 with Bowbing
“Squadron 3, based on the USS SARATOGA, Plag hin of Airgrafu, Baib1a Forcey
»and Carrier Division ONF ‘Battie Force : . . . .

From June 1938 untiE June 19ho he Wa.s au51gned.to CTUISLT Seoutlng
Sguadron 6, altached o the USS NEW ORIFANS and. for the neyt nine months
servea,wibh Patrol Bquadron 23, chorulnw AnAprll l?hl he was serving
with Patrol’ Sqvadron 11 gt the outbreak of World War IT in Deceniber. of that
year, then had duty with Patrol Squadron 9L from November 19h2 until March
C1943,  In Jume. of that year he repbried to the Naval Alr Operatlonal Train-
. ing Command, Jachsonv1l]e; Florida, for training and duty on the Staff wbil
‘February lgﬁf - ¥le was ordered to the Receilving Barracks Tacoma, sth¢n5tony
and after essisting in fitling out the USS SALERNO BAY (CVEnllO); he merved
as Execitive Officer of that carrier escort vessel from her comriseioning
dn May'lQJS,,uhroughout uhe lasﬁ months of hostllltles and until June 19#7

Duty on . the Sbaff at ﬁhe Naval War Gollege, Néwportj Rhode - Island

from July 1957 uwntil November. 1950, precedsd,hls assignment as Av1at10n
Plans and Speclal Weapons Officer on the Staff of Commander Naval Alr Force
Pacific Fleet, In April 1953 bé reported as Chief of the Operaozons and
Trainlng Branch, Headquarters, Naval St triking and Support Porces, Bowbhern -
Europe, T"anSinred in February 1954 to Headquarters, Allied Porces, Southern
Furope, he served as Chief of the Special Weapons Branch until July 1955,
“then had duly o8 a mewber of Nudlear Weapons Ralnbow Tesm, Joint Strategle
Plans Group, Joint Chiefs of Staff, Washington, D, €. In Séptember 1957

" he assumed command of the USS YORKTOWN (CVA-10) and in Augist 1958 was denl
' tached for servjce a8 Dbputy Secrebary, J01nt Chiefs of &Lail, . '
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From April lﬂ 1960 to July 1961 ﬁe was Chief of Staff and Aide to

Commander Corrier DlVlSlon FIVE, after whlch he was in command of Carrler

Division NINETEEN, In October 1962 he reported as Asgistant Chief of Naval

- Personnel for Persomnel Control, Navy Department and on May 28, 1964 be-

ceme Depuby Chiefl of Naval Persornel and Assistant Chief of the Bureau of -
Naval Personnel. Tn July 1965 he assumed commsnd of Carrier Division TWO
and dn Janvary 1967 was assigned es Deputy Director (bitle chenged in July

1968 to Viee Director) of +the Joint Staff Off fice, Joint Chiefs of Starff,

Wabhlnnton, D¢ C. He continuved ‘bo serve in that capacity until November
1968, when he became Chief of the Joint U, S, Military Group/U 5. Mili-

bary Assistance Advisory Gr roup, Spain, WWehAheadquarters in Madrid. In
‘Seplember 1970 he becane Commandant of the Fifth Naval District w1th_adm
diticnal duty as Commander of the Naval Base, Norfolk, Virginia snd serv-

" ed as such until relieved of actlfe duby pcnding his retlxemenu, effectlve o

February 1, 1973.

Rear Admiral’ Cobb. was- awalrded the DlSulngUlShEd Flying Cross ”For
herolsd and extraordinary achicvement as Commander of a Patrol Plane durlng )
action against enemy Japenese Forces in the Solomon Islands Area from Sepm
tember 1, to October 23, 19h2. .. fhe citation continues: : :

"By means of fleres, Lieutenant Commander Cobb 1llum1nated the Japdnese
naval units which bombarded Guadalcanal on the night of Septembor 5. Lead-
ing an aetrial torpedo raid against a sbrong hostile Fforce on the night of
Ocbober 15, he not only secored a direct hit himself, but-akso remained in .
contact with the enemy and directed other aitacklng planes to the target.

On the night of October 18, he led a successful bombing assanlt on dapaﬂese
shore installations on the island Guadslcanal. His superb flying skill and

courageous devotlon to dubty, mwaintained with utbter disregard of personal

safety, were 1n keeping w1th bhe highest traditions of the United States
Naval Service, . o

) He was also awarded the Dlpt¢ngu15hed 5erv1ce Médai and c1ted as fol=
lows: "For excepbionally meritorious service...as Deputy Director, Joint
Staff, Joint Chiefs of Staff, from Javuery 1967 to Septémber 1968. In this
agsignment which embraces the development and prosecubion of United States
national political and military policy, (he) has displayed inspiring leaders
ship and superb professional competenece in supervising, coordinating, and

guiding the Joint Staff and other agencies of the Organization of the Joint °

Chiefs of Staff. During a period of recurrent serious internationsl crises,
he made significant con%rlbutlons to the effectiveness and responsiveness of

the staff supporvt provided the Director, Joint Staff, the Chalvman, Joint

Chiefs of Stalf, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the 6ecretary of Defense,
- Resr Adimiral Cobb wes highly instrusentsl in uhﬁ reviewy of automation within
bhe Organizatien of the Joimt Chiefs of Staff, and in the planning, budgeting,

develogmmental growth, and eiFlclenL use of automatnc data proceSSLng in the
OJgan17aLJon,an~ : - : : .

o
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In addlblon, he was awarded the Ieglon of Merlb and.a Gold Star ' o j
in lieu of the' Second Leglon of Merlt The 01taﬁlons follow 1n part : L

Leglon of" Merit: "For exceptlonal merltorious service as Chlef L

} Joint United States Military. GroupaMlllbary Assistance. Ady1sory Group, C

Spaih; - from Novenber 1968 tg September 1970.. .4is formulation of poli~- .- |
‘cleg and programu, preparatlon of complicated and sensitive plans and’

ﬂnplementa$1on of .projects of vital significance, have contributed:

“.significantly to the atbainment of national. objectives. (Hls) ablllty
b0 analyze and: report on & wide variety ‘of important subjects has been

- cited as & model example of “the vital wole played by Military Assistance.
Advisory Groups in aerv&ng as mllltary contacb p01nts for deallng w1bh

-Tour allles.;,

T Gold Star in lleu of the Second Leglon of Mér1t° "For exceptionally
- meritorious . conduct...as Comandsnt of the Fifth Naval Distriet and Com-
. mander NaVal Base, Norfolk, Virginia during the period September 1970
thirough January 1973.. Coatnnuously exercising outstanding planning. ability
and "sound Juagment (he) accomplished the many and varied facets of the
. Commandant 's ‘mission with the highést standards of periormance and with . - _—

‘51ngularly outstandlng reoulﬁp.,."

. He has the Ribbon for ‘the Pres¢dentLal Unit Cltatloﬂ awardea the Plrst
_Maflne Division, Reinforeed, with which he served onm several occasions. while
- flying with Patrol. Squsdrons- 3 -emd 9 and the Ribbon for the Navy Unit Coms i

mendation awarded Patrol Sguadron 91 for ”Bldck Cat! and “Duibo {night fight~ . |
: 1ﬂg) migslons in. the Pacific. In addition to these and the Distinguished Ser-
vice Medal, . the Lpglon of Merit with Gold Star and the Distinguished Flying
. Cross, he has the American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; “the Asiatic~
Pacific Campa1gn Medal; Americen Campaign Medsl; World War II Victory Medals
Navy Occupation service Mednl (Europe anﬂ_Asla Clasps) and the Natlonal De- o
fense Service MEdal wzth bronze star. Co : |
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