CAPTAIN ASA A, CIARK, IIT, UNITED STATES NAVY

Asa Allan Clark IIT was born in Pasadens, California; on.Aprll 18
1917, son ‘of ‘Asa A, and Amna Mary (Fluhrer) Clark. He attended secondary
#chools in Callfornlag prior to entering the U, S, Naval Academy, Annapoils,
Maryland on,appointment from his native state in l937 - Graduated and " ¢
comnigsioned Ensign on.Webruary Ts 194kl (coarse of 1netruotion,reduced g,
three years and elght months:due to the National- Emergency)y he subsés
quently advanced in rank attalnlng tham of Captalns his date of rank
Fuly 1,71959. o T s

Following graduation from the Naval Academy 1n 1941 he Joined the "

minesweepero He was i the HOVEY, 0perat1ng twenty mlles from Pearl I
Harbor, when.the Japanese attacked the Naval Basge at Pearl Harbor on Q”
DPecember 7, l9hl He" subseqnently saw -action &t Guadalcanal includm,
ing the capture and defense ‘of that islandj &nd durlng “the eapture and. .
defense of Cape Torokinag capture and ocoupation ‘of “the southern Palaaé
Island; the landinge at Mlndoro and’ Llngayen Gulf, and,the Hollandia -
operatlon , o - -

"FOP oon8plcuous gallantry,,,as Commandlng Offlcer of the USS HdVE
during operatlons against enemy Japanese forces in the Palau Tslande'f“*wj
Area from September. 12 to" 14, 19hl,,." he was awarded the Bilver Star .
Medal, The citation’ contlnnes in part: 'VAlthough his was the firg *
ship to enter the ‘niine fields and was subJected to flre from hostlle *.
shore batterles (he) sKillfully maneuvered his vessel through heavmly i
mined and. unfamillar areas to lead the remalning mineswespers in & sucs
cessful clearance of the mine flelds, By his courage and leadershlp,
he contributed materlally to the success of the. mleelon du whleh his_;uw
vessel Bwept a total of sixty-three minesy thereby clearlng ‘the' approach
to our immediate. objective and providing a safe anchorage Ffor our ships,..”

-He 18 ‘also entitled to the Ribbon for, and faesimiles of the Navy
Unit Commendations awarded the USS HOVEY for outstanding service (1)
in the Solomon Islands area from August 1942 to May 1944 and (2) at Angaur
Islands, Pelellu and Kossol Passage from September 12 to 15, 194k,

Detached from command of +the HOVEY, he next had duty on the Staff
of Commander Mine Squadron TWENTY and 1n February 1945 joined the UsS
CARMICK, On May 7T, that year he assumed commsnd of the  CARMICK and
continued to serve in that capacity until June 1947, He received a
Letter of Commendatlon, with authorization to wear the Commendation
Ribbon, from the Secretary of Navy, for "meritorious econduct...while
engaged in minesweeping. operations in the Yellow Sea during October
-and November 1945,..". The citation further states: "Demonstrating
outstanding abllity and initiative, he dlrected his vessel sklllfully
and efficiently in the clearing of enemy mine Tlelds, thereby contrib-
uting materlally to the successfil completion of important minesweeping

L
operations, " A
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He was.an Instructor,with the Nayal Reserve Officers Training.
Corps Unit at.Stanford University, (California); and frem August 19k9
until November. 1951 was'atiéhhed'tohthe'Sﬁaff of Cemmiander Service
Force, U, .S, Pacific Fleet, He next commanded the USS ALFRED A, CUN-
NINGHAM .and for meritorious service in Korea fxom April 18 to Septewber
29.,;_ 1952, ._he_'was awé,l"ded f.he_ Bronzef S;bar,jMedal with Combat "v," -

3

;..,fqin December 1953 he was assigned to the Progress Analysils Group; BN

Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washington,
D, C4 He remained there until July 1957, after which he served with.

the Joint United States Military Ald Group, Greece, with headquarters.
in Athens,. He was Commander Mine Squadron NINE from Novenber 1959 un-

t11 October 1960, Then had duty in the Office of the Chief. of.Naval

Operations, Navy Department., In Avgust 1963 he assumed command of o
the USS SKAGIT (AKA-105) and in August 196l was designgted. Chief. Staff,
Officer to.Commander Service Squadron FIVE. In April 1965 he was as=
signed.as Commander Fleet Training Group, Pearl Harbor, Hawaiil,

In addition to the Silver Star Medal, the Bronze Star Medsl with
Combat "V," the Commendatlon Ribbon .and the Navy Unit Commendation
Ribbon with Bronze Star, Ceptain Clark has the Purple Heart Medal
(for wounds recelved, in.enemy, action); the. American Defense Service
Medal; the Asiatic~Pacific, Campaign Medal; the World War II Vietory Medal;
the Ching Service Medal; the National Defense. Service Medals the Koresn
Service Medals. end the United Natlons Service Medal. BHe also has ‘the
Korean Presidential Unit Citation, .
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