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John Denrson Chase was born 1n Washlngtoa, D, C., on April h, 1919, S o

‘s6n of Roy E, and Margaret E. (Dawson) Chage, both mow deceeged. He

- attended Fast Denver (Colorado) High School and: 41 1936 entered the

U, 8, Naval Acedemy, Annapolis, Marylend, on appointment from the State
of Colorado, Graduated with distinction, fourteenth in a Class of fouy

~ hundred .and fifty-six members, snd commissioned Ensign on June &, 1940,
he . subsequently attalned the r&ﬂk of Rear Admﬁral to datb from AuguSu

1, 1969

Follow1ng graduatloﬂ from the Naval Academy in 19LO he' joined -
the USS SARATOGA (CVwB) and was serving in that aircraft carrier when :
- the United States entered World War 11, December 8, 19hl, He subsequﬁnuly
"saw action during the GuadalcanaTHTulagl landings; capture and defense
of Guadalcanal; operations in the Eastern &olomons, Treasurquouga_nv1Tle;"

- Gilbert Islands, Marshall Islands; and. “the .raids on Sahang and Soerabaja.

In Jume 194l he transferred o the USS GUAM (CB-2) and while on board -
- participated in the THIRD and FIFTH Fleeu raids in support of Okinawa

" Gunto apd the THIRD Fleet operations against Japen, In July 19k5 he .
was detacbed from that érulser for instruction at -the Postgraduate
School, Annapolls, Meryland, He continued inetruction From 1946 until
Augnst 19h8 at the Massachudpt+q Tongtltute of mechno1n~v; Carbrides;

“Irom.wnlch he received the degree oi Mﬂszer of. Selence.

Assigned mext to the USS CORAL SEA (cva 43), Tie had’ duty in that

 aircraft carrier until Mareh 1950, when he became Executive Officer of

- the USS HOLLISTER (DD-788). "For meritorious achilevement...from August
15, 1950 to Merch 28, 1951, while engaged in conbat operations in Far .
. Bastern waters in support of the United Nations action in Korea and on o
‘the Formosa Straits Patrol.u;" he was mwarded the Navy Commendation Medal o

From April 1951 to. June 1953 he had duty in connection W¢th Flre

control research and development in the Buresu of Ordnance, Navy De-

. partment, Washington, D, C., after which he was a' student at the Armed
- Forces Staff College, Norfolk, Virginia, In February 1954 he assumed

- command of the USS FRANK E., EVANS (DD 7511)‘9 which operated in Far Fastern
. waters and in May 1956 returned to the Bureau of Ordnance, where he was
concerned with fleet ballistic missile Fire control. He remained there
. umbil August 1959 and the next month reported for instruction at the -
" Industrial College of the Armed Forces, Washington, D, C, He wag .
Commander Destroyer Division ONE HUNDRED NINETY TWO durlng the pericd
July 1960 to July: 1961 and for outstanding service in that capacity |
. was awarded a Gold Star in liew of the Second Navy Commendation MEdal

- The cltatlon follows in part-i-' S

o , "For merltorlous achlevement in connectloﬂ with uhe exP1051ons e
Vlland fire on board the gasoline-laden tanker, SS KWANG LUNG, in Kaoh- =
siung Harbor, Taiwan, on the morning of April 5, 1961,.,D13play1ng
outstandlng leaderShlp and dlplomatlc skﬂll in contr0111ng the local '
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"firemen é.r;d,éi\'riil. authorities ; he éffectiv,ély direpfed the combined -
ire~fighting efforts of Chinese and American personnel. until the fire

. -

_ was brought under control and extinguished.,’ '

. Following a year‘s assignment as Chief of Staff to Commander (rulser
Destroyer: Flotills THREE, he reported in September 1962 as Speelal Pro- -
~-Jeet Liaision Officer, Mobile Medium Range Ballistic Missile Progress
‘Offige, Ballistic Systems Division, Detachment ONE, Norton Air Force
| Base, California. He remained there until September 1963 ,. then served
a8 Assistant Director of the Special Studies and Objectives Division,
- Office-of Program Appraisal, Navy Department, Washington, D. €. y

© In Jemuery 1965 he aésuned coimsnd of the USS BOSTON (CAG 1), He

* - 1a ‘entitled to the Ribbon for, and a facsimile of the Navy Unit Commenda-

tion awarded Task Force. SIXTY-FIVE, of which the BOSTON was a unit, for
sel;vices Ain support of salvage and recoveéry operations for a. missing

. buclear weapon off Palomarés, Spain. In March 1966 he joined the Starf
-&t the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island, ss Director of the School

of Navel Werfare, "For meritorious service Trom March 1666 o July 1988
-o." He Wes awarded a Gold Star in lieu of the Third Navy Commendatbion -

.. Medal for his success "...in enrviching professional military education -
. In the Navy..." . - . - R - '

N  in July 1968 he assumed commend of the Newel Weanpons Iahoratory,
- Dahlgren, Virginia, and in July 1969 reported as Comwander Cruiser-De-

u stroyer Flotilla FOUR. In May 1970 he was ordered -detached for duty

as Deputy Commender of the Military Sea Tvansportation Service and Chief
~of Staff to the Camander Military Sea Transportation Service (redesignated
- on August 1, 1970 Military Sealift Comuand), Waghington, D, €, In Novenmber
1971 he became Commender of that activity with edditional duty from July
1972 as Assistant for Naval Control of Shipping Matters in the Office of

‘the Chief of Naval Operations. o
| In addition to the Navy Commendation Medal with two Gold Stars , and
- the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, Rear Admiral Chase has the American

. Defense Service Medal; American Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacifie Ceampaign
Mednl with one silvér star and four bronze stars (nine operations); World
- War II Vietory Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medal, Furope Clasp; China
Service Medsl; National Defense Service Medal with bronze star; Korean
-Service Medal with four stars; United Netions Service Medal; and the Philip- -
pine Liberation Ribbon. He also has the Medal of Merit From the Government

of China,

- Rear Admiral Chase is a member df Sigma X1, Honovary Sclentific Rea
search Fraternity. - R . o : .
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